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ABSTRACT

Fhere are 3 species of kilka in the Caspian Sca consist of: Clupeoneila
engranliformis, C. grintmi and C. culiriveniris, These species are ciaghl by fishing
method of fonnel net with underwater light in the inshore waters (depths of
de)-100m .

The maximum recorded cateh for three species in the Tranian waters had been
85,000 tons per vear during period of 1998-92, In the next years (2K0-2001) despite
ol increasing the cateh effort, the amount of cateh was deopped drastically.

The tesult of collected commeoercial cateh data showed that there are some
changes in Kilka catch composition, and alse the frequency of common Kilka has
becn increased since 1998 On the other hand, this species was 4 main part of
commercial catch composition during all months.

Meanwhile in the previous years, they were observed anly QUTIME WaTT Seasons
(spring a@nd summer).
Based on fishermen and personal observations, the transparency of s witer was

decreased rapidly during the vears of 19992004 and at that time there were [ound a

-4



Iranian Journal af Fisherics Sciences (1T N, 2000

high ubundance of Mromiopsts ledyi in commercial catches,
simultancously, with an increuse in the mass of Maemiopsis leidys, the amount of
cateh and CPUE ol kilks have been sharply decreased.
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