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ABSTRACT

Abrapils hrama orfenzaliv i o valuable fish species in the Caspian Sca, Ny stock atter
has been faced with pronounced depletion since 1941 The release of million of its
frv have not heen successiul 10 restore iis stock. A slim fluctuation were ohserved 1n
its natural stocks during lust seven vears in the Iranian coastal areas,

[n comparison 1o 1992-1993, catch showed a 4.4 tons mereasmen n 199885, N
pronounced increasc wis observed comsidering release of TUAL million fry during
mentioned period. Young and immature fish provide mainpart of the catch while
mature individuals provided a small purl ol it durmg 1975-1974

For most tate of cateh comprised by voung apd immature fish and the number il
wrood-stock fish were very small amountin the cateh as in the vear of 1498-1994,
200,35 of catch formed by one yeur old (ish and 37.3% by two veurs oll. The average
lenath weight und age of hream in the yeurs of T998-99 caleulated 22.5em 212, 28¢

and 2.4 years respectively. The depletion of the stock could he atlribuled to the
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following important cases, such as non. rational cateh practicing, environmental,
pollution, destracticn o nataral spawning grounds, the existence ol predatory fish
for example Pike and Sheatfish in {ries vnloading site, and lack of necessury
arrangement relevanl Lo artificial spawnming. The rate of recraitment of Bream to

fisheries calewlated 4.6% in 1991 and 2.7% in 1992,
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