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Abstract

We evaluated the stocks of Huso huso in the south Caspian Sea along Iranian coasts using
data on different population parameters such as length, age, weight, catch and catch per unit
effort changes. The study covered data from 1971 to 2003. The stocks and catch rate of Huso
huso shows a decrease during the last three decades. The recorded catch for the years 1971-
1972 was 74 tons with 5.55 kg catch per unit effort which was decreased to 38 tons with
0.26kg per unit effort in 2003 in gillnet fishery and the same trend was observed in beach
seine fishing. The data shows that during 1990 to 2003, the average length of the fish has
increased from 192.8 to 216.2 centimeters and the average weight has improved from 73 kg to
116.3 kg. Age frequency comparison between the catch of the years 1990 and 2003 showed
that with time, older age classes replaced the younger ones, hence the increase in the length
and weight of the fish. Due to the decrease in the younger fish and the increase in illegal
fishing, it is anticipated that the fish stocks will suffer a decrease in future.
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