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Main Question

How do cork oaks grow with irrigation and fertigation since plantation? Is it possible to reduce
the time until the first cork stripping?

Introduction and Objectives ______ Resuts

The lack of regeneration and well-structured forest stands with

Table 1. Dendrometric results from 2017 from irrigated and non-irrigated cork

oaks stands (trees with 16 years old). *: Aleatory sample from a permanent plot. **:
adult trees with 60 years old.
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plantation). Comparable measurements and parameters will be

oresented between cork oak growing in irrigated and non-
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studies also include cork quality laboratory analysis which are

being processed.
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Figure 1. Cork oak stripping — July 2017.
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Figure 3. Example of sap flow monitoring from |rr|gated cork oak trees before, durlng
and after stripping. Red line: stripped tree; green line: control.

62 % of the 16 years old irrigated trees were stripped, presenting more than 70 cm of CAP. In the control (non-irrigated plot), no tree presented more
than 70 cm Cap at the age of 16. Also, differences in total height were observed, with the irrigated trees presenting higher values.

From tests made in earlier years, cork from irrigated trees present similar thickness with 4.5 years than from control with 9 years. Cork removed this
year (2017) is under structural and quality analysis.

No significant differences of sap flow density were observed between stripped trees and control (non-stripped) before, during and after the removal
process.
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