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War and Migration of Rural Youth
INTRODUCTION

Young people of military and working age are rapidly being drained away
from Ohio farms and from rural villages to be absorbed into urban industries
and into the armed services of the United States., Concrete evidence of this
rural migration has become available through a study just completed for Ross
County, Ohio, Field work for this study was completed as a phase of the Ross
County Rural Youth Project, an action program for young people past high school
age, financed by the National Youth Administration ?or Ohio, and the American
Youth Commission of the American Council on Education.

The present invéstigation is in the nature of a follow-up of the wherew
abouts in March, 1942, of the rural youth included in a county-wide survey of
Ro;s County during the last 9 months of 1940, During that period interviews
were held with 1,602 of the youth 18«27 years of age who were then residing in
the rural arcas of the Countys The purpose of the original survey wes to dis=-
cover realistic information sbout young people which might be used in program
plamming for rural boys and girls who were beyond high school age. Several
reports on the findings have been prapared..b/ It was as a result of that
survey that the Ross County Rural Youth Project was orgenized and developed
under the direction of Mr, Christophef Sower, sociologist in charge. In

March, 1942, a quick check was mado to determine the curront location of those

_J7 The Rural Youth of Ross County, Ohio, Their Education and Training, Depart-
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rural youth. ‘This check was made throngh personal interviews with youths and

with their relatives and friends still in the Countys It covered 4 of the 1l

LR
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rurel school districts of the County _g/ and included a sample of 560 of the

.
RN & . -
P

survey schedules taken for individual youths in 1940. The sample was repre=-
sentative with respect to age, sex, farm or nonfarm residence, and social and

cconomic stotuse

EXTENT OF MIGRATION

From lists of names of rural youth residing in Ross County in 1940 and who
were then 18«27 years old, 560 wore selocted to constitute a representative
sample for the follow-up study of migration. Of thesec, 250 or about 45 percent
had moved awey from the rural areas of the County and were residing elsewhere
in larch 1942. The rate of departure of thesc older rural youths was greater
for men than for women and was greater for rural-nonfarm than for farm“youthse
The study indicates that one-half (50 porcent) of the men, and 38 percent of
the women had moved away from the farms and villages of the County. Included
anong the male migrants were those who entered the armed services, and those
who moved to take jobs in urban industries. Of those living in nonfarm homes
in 1940 it was found that 57 percent of the men and 40 percent of the women
had departede Of those who were living in farm homes 43 percent of the mem
and 37 percent of the women had moved away.

Table le= Numbor and Percont of Migrant Youth
by Residence and Sex, Ross County, 1940-1942

. Both soxes Mele .__ _ ; : _ _Femele _ _ _

Residence Total Migrants Total  Migrants Total,  Migrants
1940 Number Percemt Number Percent @ Number Percemnt
All youth 580 250 4446 306 154 1/ 49,8 251 96 __ 3842

Rural farm 271 110 4046 . 169 69. 4344 112 41 3646

Rural nonfarm 289 140 4844 150 :*_ 85, 5647 139 _ _ 55 _ _39.6

y 61 in the armed ssrvices. Those in the armed services comprised 39.6 percent
of all male migrants and 19.7 percent of all male youths in the sample.

2

2/ School districts included in the follow-up: Buckskin, Clarksburg, Huntington,
and Kingston.
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The Federal Census of April 19%0 enumerated 4,629 youths 18-27 years old
in the rural arcas of Ross County including all farms and all villages up to
2,500 populetion as rurale Of these 2,418 were mem and 2,211 were women. Con-
sidering their residence, 2,675 lived on farms and 1,954 lived in rural nonfarm
homes. The 1940 survey was not completecly representative of all Ross County
rural youths enumerated by the 1940 Ceusus, for the survey included dispropor-
tionately large nunbers of umaerried persons and persons in the earlier years
of the age period 18-27 years. After these discrepancie; were taken into
account it wes estimated from the 1942 sample that about 2,000 rural youths
who were 18«27 years old in April 1940 loft tae rural parts of that County
during tho period of defonse and war activities up to April 1942. Included
in t£is total volume of migration it is estimated:that there were 1,200 men,
including those who were inducted into the armed forces, and 800 womene It
#

is probable that at least one-half of the migrants were farm youths who left

their farm homeses

AGE OF MTIGRANTS

All of the persons involved in the 1942 migration survey of Ross County
rural youth were past 19 years of age and most of them were 20-29 years old.
Haé all those who were 18 and 19 years old also been included it is certain
thzt the average departure rates would heve been higher, for the younger persons
were much more mobile than the older persons of the age period here considéred.
This was particularly true of women.

In order to dotermine the effect of age on departure rates of rural youth,
those involved in the nigration study made in March 1942 wore divided into 3
ago groupse Thesc groups were compriscd of those youths 18«19 yocars old in
1940, those 20-23 ycars old at thet time, and those 24-27 ycars old when enum-

erated in thoe original surveye It was found that only 33 percent of the oldest

group had moved as conpared to 50 percent of the youngest group and 48 percent
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of the middle group 20-23 years old in 1940. While the rate of departure was
38 percent for all women, it was only 26 percent for the oldest group (24-27
in 1940) but wes 48 percent for the youngest group (18-19 in 1940), and 39 per-

cent for those 20-23 years old in 1940. For men the departure rates were 52, 56,

v

and 39 percent respectively for the youngest, middle,and oldest agec poriods

indicated above (table 2).

Table 2¢= Number and Percont of Migrant Youth
by Age end Sex, Ross County, 1940=-1942

oo Famale

. Both soxcs _ .. Meloe o
Age Total Migrants Total _  Wigrants Total _ _Migrants
- e Numbor Poreomt  Numbor Fercont _~ Numbor Porcenmt
All ages |, 659 250 44.7. _ 308 154 50,0 . 251 __. 96 __ _38a2 .
18-19 yecars 175 87 4947 95 49 5146 80 38 4745
20-23 ycars 240 116 4843 125 75 55.6 105 41 3940
24=27 years _ 144 47 2.6 18 30 __38e5 = 66 . 17 . _26.8. . _

DESTINATION OF MIGRANTS

Of a1l the rural men included in this study and who left Ross County between
1940 and April 1942 about 40 percent were inducted into the armed forces of the
United States, Of those inducted about 30 percent enlisted while the remainder
were drafted.

Apo‘.rt from the rural men who entcred the armed forces the mejority of mie
grants from rural areas of Ross Counby moved to nearby industrial centerse
About 2 of each 3 women migrants whose destination was determined went to one
or another of the 4 cities of Chillicothe, County seat of Ross County, Columbus,
Dayton, or Springfield, Ohioes Barring those inducted into the armed services
and thoss whose places of residence outside rural areas of Ross County in 1942
could not be deteormined, more than & out of every 10 of the male migrants
had settled in those same¢ 4 Ohio citics. Only 4 women end 10 civilian men

moved outside the State (table 3).



5.

Table 3e= Bostination of Migrant Rurael Youth from Ross County, 1940-1942

Number in somple Percent distribution
Destination All All
o __Migremts Xole Femle _ Migrants Male Fomale
Total. -— 250 . 154 _ 96 _ 10040 100.0_100.0 -
Chillicothe 37 14 23 14.8 9.1. 24,0
Columbus 31 14 17 12.4 9«1 1767
Doyton 21 14 7 8ed S.1 Te3
Springfield .. 9 7 2 3e6 4.5, 2.1
Other place in Ohio 40 18 22 1640 11.7 2248
Other State 14 10 4 548 6e¢5 442
Armed forces 61 61 - 2444 3946 -
Unknown  _ __ _ . __ 37 16 21 _14.8 _10.4 21,9

QCCUPATION

The effect of migration of rural youth on’the available supply of farm
lebor is well illustrated by the Ross County study. For instance, 30 percent
of all the male migrants were engaged in farm work in 1940 before they moved.
In 1942 after they had moved, only 4 percent were known to have conbtinued fn
agriculture in their new locations (tablc 4}. Other information available
indicates that/zhose who moved to enter nonfarm industries, 23 percent left
farn cmployment, and 33 percent of those who entcrcd the armed forces left

farm jobse

Toble 4e= Employment Status of Rurel Mele Youth in Ross County, 1940-1942

———— o e s e - . ———— s o o a— — - — —— -

—_ Number } Percent
Faployment - igrants = Nomnigronts Migrants — Nonmigrants
e e e e e - 1940 1942 1040 1942 1940 1942 1940 1942
Total 154 ___ 154 _ 155 155_ 100.0 10040  10Q40__100,0 _
Engaged in farm work 46 6 66 79 2949 349 4246 5140
engaged in nonfarm work 96 57 77 65 6243 37.1 4947 4le9
In school 9 5 4 1 548 3.2 246 0.6
Uneriployed 3 - 4 - 240 - 245 -
Unknown - 25 4 10 - 1642 246 Ge5
_ _In arned forces - 61 - - - 39.6 - -

The loss of farm workers through migration of male youth was compensated
for in part by a shift from nonfarn to farm jobs by those who remained in

rural arexse While 43 percent of the nommigrant nen were engaged in farm work
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in 1940 it was found that 51 percent werc working on farms in 1942 (table 4).
It was foynd that nommigrant men engaged in farm work in March 1942 abdut 32
percent were worki;g at nonfarm jobs or were unemployed.or in school in 1940.
On the other hand it was found that 17 percent of those nommigrants engaged in
nonfarn jobs in 1942 had shifted from farm employment.
Only 3 percent of maie migrants were known to be attending school, includ- .
ing collége and:special défnnse classes.
The'occupational statﬁs of the women involved in the 1942 survey may be
briefly surmarized as follbﬁs:
Of each 100 migrant wonen =
29 were employed at nonfarn worlk,
39 were homenakers,
8 were in school, and
24 were of unknown statuse
Of each 100 nommigrant woren =
30 were employed at nonfarm work,
85 were homemakers,
4 wereo of unknown status, and
1 was engaged in farn employmont.
LEVEL OF LIVING
Rural youth from the more well=to=-do homes moved away in greater propor-
tions than did those from less well-to=do homess In the analysis of levels
of living the rural you%h of Ross County were classified into social and
econonic advantage groups oun the basis of the nuwmber of items of household
conveﬁi;nces in the homes in which they lived in 1940s The items, 10 in number,
werc telephone, olectric lights, radio, daily ncwspapor, washing nachine, ree
frigqration, separate diﬁing roon, piano, bathroo, and cembral furnace heating;

These youth‘livlng in homes having fower than 5 of ‘these itemns were designated

"disadvantaged" while thosc having from 5 to 10 of then were called "advantaged".
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The departure rate for the advantaged male youth was somewhat higher than
the disadvantageds While 52 percent of the one class had moved only 47 percent
of the other had done soe For women, level of living as a selective factor in
migration was of much groater importance¢ The rate of departure for the advu;rl:-
aged groupswas 42 percent but for the disadvantaged group it was only 34 ‘per-
cent (tabl; 5)

Tablo S5e= Number and Percent of Migrant Youth by Lovel-of-Living
Class and Sex, Ross County

1940-1942
Level-of= _. Both sexes Male . __ . Femle
living Jotal = Migrants Total = Migrants = Total Migrants -
class _ __ __  Number Percent _ Number Percent = ___.__ Number Percent
All youth 9558 _249  44.4 _ 307 153  49.8 251 96 . _ 38,2 . .
Advontaged 279 133 4747 151 79 5343 128 54 4242
Disadvantoged 279 116  4le6 156 74  4T7e4 123 __ 42 B4el

SCHOOL GRADE ATTAINMENT

Level of living as o selective factor in migration was further reflected
in school grade attainment of the migrant and nommigront rural youth. For
women the highest' rote of departure from rural arcas of Ross County was found
oamong thosc who had graduated from high school, the lowcst rate among those who
did not go to high schoole About 40 percent of the women who wero high school
graduates moved between 1940 ond April 1942, but only 36 percent of t};ose who
did not go tc; high school at all, and 37 percent of those who went to high
school but dropped out before graduating, movede

Amount of education was o morc important factor in migration of men than
of womene For the men the highest departure rate (84 percent) was found among
those with some high school training but short of graduatione. In comparison
only 49 percezw:t of the male high sch'ool graduates, and only 39 pe-roent of those

who did not go to high school had departed from the rural arcas of the County

(table 6).
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Table 6e= Number and Percent of Migrant Youth by Highost Grade Completed in
School 1940 and by Sex, Ross County, 1940=1942

Highest _____Both sexes Male N Female
grado Total _ Migrants  Total _ WMigrants  ~Total _ Migrants
completed Number Percent Number Percert Tumber Percent
A11 youth 558 248 44,4 307 152 49,5 251 96 3842
12 or more grades 275 121 44 .4 136 66 48,5 139 55 3946
9 =.11 grades 148 76 5144 78 50 6441 70 ' 26 37e1
8 grades or less 135 81 3748 93 36 387 _ 42 15 36507

MARITAL STATUS

As was to bo expected the rate of doparture of rursl youth was much
grector for those who were single in 1940 and who had rcmained single in 1942,
thon for those already married in 1940, Morec recent marrioge was, however,
associaoted with high rates of doparturce.

Of the men who continued single during the period oi‘“study 56 percent had
moved, and oi", those who married since 1940 about 48 percent left the rurfal
areas of Ross Countye On the other hand, only 34 percent of those who were
narried when interviewed in 1940 changed their place of residence. This is,
however, a very high rate of migration for men with family attachmentse Of the
women who married since 1940 about 57 percent joined the migrant stroam as did
38 percent of the single women and 28 perf:ent of those who wero already married
in 1940 (table 7).

-~

Tablo 7Tee= Number and Percont of Migrant Youth by Marital Status and Sex,
Ross County, 19401942

v

___Both soxes Male ___ Femalo
Marital Total Migrants = Total WigraAts —— Total Migrants N
status Number Percont __Muriber Percent TNumber Percent

All youth 923 224 4248 291 140 4861 232 84 S56e2 _

Single 1940-1942 241 120 49048 157 88 56e1 84 32 386l
Maorried in 1940 203 83 31e0 90 31 3444 113 32 2843
Marriod since 1940 79 41 5149 44 21 47¢7 36 20 57e1
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CONCLUSION

This study confirms the generul obscrvation that as a rosult of migration
rural arecas are rapidly losing their young people who pass tho age of high
school graduation. The loss is particularly great among single youths and
emong those recently married, including the men inducted into the armed
forces. The rate of loss is surprisingly high, however, for these young
people who hove beon married for sufficient time to have already established
familics of their owne

The great movement of youth from rural areas into the armed sewi;zes, and
into urben war industries may be expected to continue for the duration of the
ware This movement of rural youths nakes it necessary for rural families and
communitics to moke importent social and economic adjustmoents to their absgnce.
Such adjustments arc now being made to growing shortages of farm help, to
broken family ties, to loss of leadership among youth groups, and to othor
phases of rural life in which young people have played important rolese Though
attention is now centered on the irmediate effects of the nigration far-sighted
leaders are interested also in possible post-war trends. When the war ends
large numbers of youths are likely to find it necessary or desirable to return
to rural communitiese Theoy will rcturn after having adopted new modes of
behavior, and with new habits, new atbtitudes, new ideas, with different stand-
ards of living and perheps with different moral beliefs and practices. Their
reabsorption into the life of the rural comnunity will call for careful social

and economic planning.
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