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Thomas Lindemann Is professor of political sclence at Ecole Polytechique (LinX Research Centre)
and University of Versallles Saint-Quentin. During the fall semester 2016-17, he will be a visiting
professor at Columbla University. Currently, he has numerous academic functions and
responsibliities: He Is 8 member of the administrative councll of the French Assoclation of Political
Sclence, he has been elected twice as 28 member In the committee 40. He |Is the author of six books
and numerous articles published In International Political Soclology, International Relatlons,
International Theory, and other leading Journals. He has contributed to Introduction of the concept
of recognition Into the International relations discipline, with an emphasis on the antagonist and
emotlonal aspects of the concept.
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Abstract

This presentation will show the limits of utiitarlan models for the comprehension of war and Thomas Lindemann
humanlitarian Intervention and defend the idea that behind the concepts of Interest are hidden Professor of Poltical
logics of (non-jrecognition between self and other. From the point of view of recognition theory, Sclence
humanitarian Interventions are hindered when the self holds minimized representations of others. Ecole Polytechnique

This minimization can refer either to the existence or the status of the other. In substance,

minimization allows for disengagement and the absence of emotional Involvement In the existence of the Other. In the most basic
existentiz| sense, minimization means denlal of the Other’s agency. Others are not “ldentifled” as actually exlsting as free actors,
because they do not really affect one's own life In a visible manner. More subtly, minimization of agency can be presented as an
“objectification” of the Other (In the sense of not recognizing the Other as a being with needs and capabllities for reaction).

This latter form of minimization Is also referred to as “relfication,” which Is the act of consldering the Other as a mere object or an
Inanimate thing. Hence, this purely Instrumental disposition towards the Other Is conditioned by a vision of the world that involves
the relfication of the Self and the Other as well as the trivialization of violence. To & great extent, humanitarian Interventions
depend on the way one reacts to the pain of others and on the role one attributes to oneself — bystander or protector. We will draw
lllustrations from the cases of Rwanda and Libya In an attempt to compare the responses of the International community to each of
them.
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