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P r e s i d e n t Jennings, 
Honored Guests, 
Members of the Autumn Quarter, 1989 Graduating C l a s s , 
Col leagues, 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 

The standard opening l i n e i s , I b e l i e v e , i s "I'm very pleased t o be 

here." In my case t h i s would be a great understatement. I am a b s o l u t e l y 

d e l i g h t e d to have been s e l e c t e d as the f a c u l t y r e p r e s e n t a t i v e to give these 

remarks today. And i f my s e l e c t i o n led me to p u f f e r y and 

s e l f - c o n g r a t u l a t i o n t h a t could have d i v e r t e d my a t t e n t i o n from the f a c t t h a t 

I t 1s the graduating c l a s s t h a t i s being honored by t h i s ceremony today, my 

h u m i l i t y and p e r s p e c t i v e were r e s t o r e d by the w o n d e r f u l l y honest and d i r e c t 

Lantern r e p o r t e r who, a f t e r what must have been a f r u s t r a t i n g telephone 

i n t e r v i e w , asked, "Do you have any idea why you were s e l e c t e d t o g i v e the 

commencement address?" 

This 1s a new s o r t of experience f o r me, and I have turned to colleagues 

f o r counsel. The most common advice received was t h a t I should be b r i e f . I 

w i l l attempt t o f o l l o w t h i s a d v i c e , but as a l l who are or have been 

u n i v e r s i t y students know, b r e v i t y i s not a w e l l - p r a c t i c e d v i r t u e i n the 

p r o f e s s o r i a t e . I am reminded of the old s t o r y of the p r o f e s s o r who was 

i n v i t e d t o g i v e an a f t e r - d i n n e r address, and seized the o p p o r t u n i t y t o speak 

at g r e a t l e n g t h on a t o p i c which i n t e r e s t e d almost no one but him. As t h i s 

p r o f e s s o r droned on i n t o the n i g h t , showing no mercy f o r h i s c a p t i v e 

audience, a r e s t i v e gentleman i n the back of the room who had had f a r too 
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much of both the dinner wine and the speech, staggered forward brandishing 

an empty wine b o t t l e as a c l u b . He walked up to the podium and took a swing 

a t the p r o f e s s o r ' s head. I n e b r i a t i o n had taken i t s t o l l , and the b o t t l e 

missed the p r o f e s s o r but s t r u c k with f u l l f o r c e the head of an honored guest 

s i t t i n g next t o the podium. The guest crashed t o the f l o o r , and the shocked 

p r o f e s s o r looked down and asked, "Are you h u r t ? " The unsteady v o i c e of the 

honoree came back j u s t l o u d l y enough f o r a l l t o hear, " H i t me again, I can 

s t i l l hear him." Not wishing t o endanger e i t h e r myself or any of our 

honored guests, I w i l l take care to f i n i s h my comments i n the a l l o t e d time. 

A second p i e c e of advice o f f e r e d me was t h a t a commencement address 

should be a p p r o p r i a t e f o r the occasion. Commencement i s a solemn, s e r i o u s , 

and yet joyous o c c a s i o n . Comments should recognize the seriousness and 

should yet be p o s i t i v e and encouraging—Indeed w i t h a more capable and 

p o l i s h e d speaker I t would be expected t h a t the remarks would be 

i n s p i r a t i o n a l . Perhaps t h i s a dvice was given to me because colleagues 

feared I would be pedantic and c y n i c a l and d e l i v e r s e r i o u s l y the s o r t of 

address Woody A l l e n wrote 1n poking fun at commencement speeches. In h i s 

"My Speech t o the Graduates." A l l e n began: 

"More than any o t h e r time i n h i s t o r y , mankind faces a 
c r o s s r o a d s . One path leads to d e s p a i r and u t t e r hopelessness, 
the o t h e r , to t o t a l e x t i n c t i o n . Let us pray we have the 
wisdom to choose c o r r e c t l y . " (p. 81, Woody A l l e n , Side E f f e c t s . 
New York: B a l l a n t i n e Books, 1975.) 

Now we may face a c r o s s r o a d s , and the paths open t o us may be l i t t e r e d w i t h 

problems, but they are paths of promise as w e l l . And i t i s the promise more 

than the problems t h a t I want t o focus on here. You are indeed an important 

p a r t of t h a t promise, and I want both to c o n g r a t u l a t e you and to encourage 

and perhaps even prod you t o continue to work long and hard to transform 

promise i n t o r e a l i t y . 
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F i r s t then, my c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s . As you graudate today, you j o i n a 

m i n o r i t y of our p o p u l a t i o n i n reaching one of the c u r r e n t c e n t r a l goals i n 

the American Dream—-you have succeeded i n earning a c o l l e g e degree. Your 

achievement i s not minor, and we know t h a t you deserve t o be applauded. We 

are proud of you. In a d d i t i o n to the p r i d e and applause, I t h i n k we might 

r e c a l l the anecdote t o l d about one of the great b a s e b a l l p i t c h e r s i n an 

e a r l i e r e r a . When asked "To what do you a t t r i b u t e your great success?" he 

r e p o r t e d l y responded "Clean l i v i n g . " Then, a f t e r pausing, he added, "and a 

f a s t , f r i e n d l y o u t f i e l d . " You too, we w i l l assume, can a t t r i b u t e some of 

your success t o c l e a n l i v i n g , and much more of t h a t success t o your own hard 

work and d i l i g e n t e f f o r t . And most of you would agree, I t h i n k , t h a t you 

have had a f a s t and f r i e n d l y o u t f i e l d . The s t a f f , f a c u l t y , and 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n hope t h a t we have, a t l e a s t on o c c a s i o n , been a minor part of 

t h a t o u t f i e l d . However, the s t a r s i n your o u t f i e l d , as you know and 

a p p r e c i a t e , have been your f a m i l i e s who have provided you w i t h encouragement 

and support. And you have f r i e n d s who have added t h e i r l o y a l i t y , concern, 

and support t o t h a t of your f a m i l i e s . And i n r e c o g n i z i n g and thanking your 

o u t f i e l d e r s , we ought to remember your elementary and secondary school 

teachers who worked hard those many years t o prepare you f o r your u n i v e r s i t y 

education. Nor should we overlook the c i t i z e n s of t h i s S tate who have 

e s t a b l i s h e d and supported the development of t h i s great i n s t i t u t i o n . The 

Ohio S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y . And so I say c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s t o the Autumn Quarter 

Graduating c l a s s , and I j o i n members of the c l a s s i n thanking t h e i r crowded, 

but f r i e n d l y o u t f i e l d s . 

And now f o r the encouragement and the prodding f o r you t o continue to 

t r a n s f o r m o p p o r t u n i t y and promise i n t o achievement and progress. Some of 

you w i l l embark immediately on career work w h i l e others w i l l pursue advanced 
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study and p r o f e s s i o n a l p r e p a r a t i o n . In e i t h e r case, many, i f not most of 

you, w i l l e n t e r i n t o c a r e e r paths r e q u i r i n g you t o become f a i r l y s p e c i a l i z e d 

and demanding t h a t you continue to l e a r n and develop. The knowledge and the 

s k i l l s which you now have w i l l provide you a b a s i s upon which t o b u i l d , but 

without continued and c o n t i n u i n g l e a r n i n g t h a t knowledge base w i l l q u i c k l y 

become inadequate. We are l i v i n g i n what some w r i t e r s have termed "the 

expert s o c i e t y . " To be an e f f e c t i v e part of t h a t s o c i e t y w i l l r e q u i r e t h a t 

you not o n l y work a t your j o b , but a l s o t h a t you work on y o u r s e l v e s ; t h a t 

one "product" t h a t w i l l r e q u i r e your a t t e n t i o n and e f f o r t i s your own 

improved and enhanced competence. " L i f e l o n g l e a r n i n g " may have been i n the 

past a mere slogan of some educators, but today i t i s a n e c e s s i t y . 

In a d d i t i o n to the need f o r us a l l to c o n t i n u a l l y b r i n g up t o date our 

knowledge and s k i l l , i t seems t o me t h a t we a l s o would b e n e f i t from some 

renewed a t t e n t i o n t o our a t t i t u d e s about the use of our p r o f e s s i o n a l 

a b i l i t i e s . Thomas F. Green, a f r i e n d and colleague a t Syracuse U n i v e r s i t y , 

has w r i t t e n about what he c a l l s "the conscience of c r a f t . " His concern, as 

I understand 1 t , c e n t e r s on our o b l i g a t i o n not simply t o a c q u i r e the 

knowledge and s k i l l t o perform our j o b s , but t o care deeply t h a t we do our 

jobs w e l l . The p r i d e of Green's i d e a l craftsman i s not s a t i s f i e d by 

approval of s u p e r i o r s or o t h e r s : i t i s s a t i s f i e d only by a performance t h a t 

meets the s t r i c t e r standards imposed by the master craftsman h e r s e l f or 

h i m s e l f . In your world of work then, I am suggesting t h a t you have an 

e d u c a t i o n a l base upon which you w i l l need t o continue to b u i l d , and t h a t the 

competence which r e s u l t s w i l l be much gr e a t e r s t i l l i f combined with a deep 

c a r i n g t h a t your c r a f t o r p r o f e s s i o n be p r a c t i c e d w e l l . 
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As important as i s our p r o f e s s i o n a l and occupational competence and 

c a r i n g , our r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s as educated persons are more f a r - r e a c h i n g . In 

h i s Educating the Expert S o c i e t y (1962) Burton C l a r k warned the s o c i e t y i n 

general and h i g h e r education i n p a r t i c u l a r about what he c a l l e d " t e c h n i c a l 

barbarism." C l a r k ' s concern was t h a t the need f o r high l e v e l t e c h n i c a l 

e x p e r t i s e and Intense s p e c i a l i z a t i o n might w e l l lead schools and c o l l e g e s t o 

overlook or minimize t h e i r o b l i g a t i o n to root the needed s p e c i a l i z e d 

education i n a more general educational context. The more general education 

c o n t e x t , he argued, was needed to provide broader understanding and 

i n t e l l e c t u a l p e r s p e c t i v e . C l a r k s a i d , "The e f f o r t s to b r i n g l i b e r a l 

education to t he expert c o n s t i t u t e s . . . a n attempt to avoid a barbarism of men 

[ s i c ] acute 1n t e c h n i c a l judgment, but myopic and s o c i a l a f f a i r s , p o l i t i c s , 

and c u l t u r a l understanding." (p. 291) We b e l i e v e t h a t we have provided you 

w i t h t h i s broader education as w e l l as with an a p p r o p r i a t e l y s p e c i a l i z e d 

p r e p a r a t i o n . Our c u r r e n t move t o r e v i s e the general education c u r r i c u l u m i n 

the U n i v e r s i t y a t t e s t s t o our commitment t o continue to provide our 

undergraduate students w i t h a sound l i b e r a l education to complement and 

support more s p e c i a l i z e d study. 

Our o b l i g a t i o n s as educated persons r e q u i r e t h i s s o r t of education. A 

t r u l y human community r e q u i r e s more than workers who f u n c t i o n e f f e c t i v e l y 

w i t h i n a s e t of r o l e s and r e l a t i o n s h i p s . The human community r e q u i r e s t h a t 

we work on those r e l a t i o n s h i p s , t h a t we s t r i v e to make the community more 

human and more humane. And t h i s , I t h i n k , suggests t h a t the educated person 

ought be not o n l y the h i g h l y - s k i l l e d and c a r i n g p r o f e s s i o n a l , but ought as 

w e l l be concerned, informed, understanding, and a c t i v e as c i t i z e n , f a m i l y 

member and f r i e n d . This too r e q u i r e s t h a t you view your u n i v e r s i t y 

education as but a beginning t o a l i f e - l o n g process of l e a r n i n g , developing, 

and a c t i n g . 
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I'm nearing the end of my a l l o t t e d time, and although I see no one 

approaching w i t h an empty wine b o t t l e , I w i l l f i n i s h very s h o r t l y . I have 

ap p r e c i a t e d the opportunity to have one l a s t chance to l e c t u r e to a 

graduating c l a s s . I f e e l a l i t t l e l i k e Tom Sawyer i n Tom Sawyer Abroad when 

he l e c t u r e d Jim on the t o p i c of what we can and what we cannot l e a r n by 

experience. Tom s a i d : 

" W e l l , I a i n ' t denying t h a t a t h i n g ' s a lesson i f i t ' s a 
t h i n g t h a t can happen tw i c e j u s t the same way. There's 
l o t s of such t h i n g s , and they educate a person, t h a t ' s 
what Uncle Abner always s a i d , but there's f o r t y m i l l i o n 
l o t s of the other k i n d — t h e kind t h a t don't happen the 
same way t w i c e — a n d they a i n ' t no r e a l use, they a i n ' t 
no more i n s t r u c t i v e than the small-pox. When you've got 
1t, i t a i n ' t no good t o f i n d out you ought to been vac c i n a t e d , 
and i t a i n ' t no good t o get vaccinated a f t e r w a r d , because 
the small-pox don't come but once. But, on the other hand, 
Uncle Abner s a i d t h a t the person t h a t had took a b u l l by the 
t a i l once had learned s i x t y or seventy times as much as a 
person t h a t hadn't, and s a i d a person t h a t s t a r t e d to c a r r y 
a c a t home by the t a i l was g i t t i n g knowledge t h a t was always 
going to be u s e f u l t o him. But I can t e l l you, Jim, Uncle 
Abner was down on them people t h a t ' s a l l the time t r y i n g to 
d i g a lesson out of e v e r y t h i n g t h a t happens, no matter 
whether " 

But 01m was asleep. Tom looked kind of ashamed, because you 
know a person always f e e l s bad when he i s t a l k i n g uncommon 
f i n e and t h i n k s the o t h e r person i s admiring, and the other 
person goes to sleep t h a t way. 

Hark Twain, Tom Sawyer Abroad 

I doubt t h a t I've been t a l k i n g uncommon f i n e , and I ' l l leave i t to you to 

decide whether my comments are more l i k e c a r r y i n g a cat home by the t a i l or 

more l i k e having small-pox. Again, my c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s and best wishes t o 
you, the Autumn Quarter 1989, graduating c l a s s of The Ohio State U n i v e r s i t y . 


