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BOOK REVIEW

Roadside Geology of Ohio. Mark J. Camp. 2006. Mountain
Press Publishing Company, Missoula, MT. 410 p. $25.00
paperback (ISBN: 0-87842-524-1).

Roadside Geology of Ohbiois University of Toledo Geology Professor
Dr.Mark Camp’ssecond book in Mountain Press’s Roadside Geology
series. The series” six-by-nine-inch paperback format and vision-
friendly textand graphics make the books easy touse while traveling,
Instead of chaptersinabook oramapinanatlas,booksin thisseries
feature driving routes within a book’s featured state, such as “I-71:
Columbus to Cincinnati” in Roadside Geology of Ohio. In Camp’s
book, each routehasan overview map, usuallywith several geologicor
historic features labeled on it (e.g., the western Ohio quarry that
supplied Ohio’s representative building stone in the Washington
Monument),andafew pagesdescribingthe geologyalongthe route.

Ifyouhaveforgottenwhatyoulearned aboutgeologyin high school
orcollege, Camphasincludeda33-pageintroductoryoverview of some
geologicconcepts, particularly those relative to the geologic history of
Obhio. Theauthor, however,avoids usingexcessive technical jargonin
the guide. Although many readers skip the preface of a book, this
reviewer encourages readingthe preface to Roadside Geology of Obio.
Inlessthan four pages, Camp explainshowhedivided the stateinto
fourregionsbased roughly on the geology presentin each region. Mark
Campisalsointerested in Ohio’shistory. Thisbookisaveryniceblend
of both his passions, capturing the essence of Ohio’s geology and
geology’srolein Ohio’shistoryand development.

The four geographic regions that Camp describesare: “Western
Ohio—-TheTill Plains” (pp. 34-147), “Ohio Uplands—The Allegheny
Plateau” (pp. 148-303), “Lakeshore Ohio” (pp. 304-341),and “The
Obhio Valley-A Product of the Ice Age” (pp. 342-379). For each
geographic region, Camp expands on his introductory overview of
geologybyincludingadiscussion on thegeology, bedrock formations,
andiceagedepositsandfeaturesspecifictotheregion,aswellasgeologic
and historic events significant to the region. In the “Road Guide”
section of each region, travelers can find answers to their questions
aboutwhich type of rock liesbeneath the road orisexposed inaroad
cut.

Thereisnotan overview map showingall of the routelocations;
instead, the 25 separate roadside routes featured in the book arelisted
under the “Road Guide” subheadingwithin theirrespective geographic
regionslistedin the “Contents” (pp.v-vi). Inaddition toaroute’smap
and text, thereare numerousssidebars on points of geologic, historic,
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and economicinterest thatarequicklyaccessible orvisible from most
of the routes. Thiswell-illustrated book has numerous historicand
present-dayblack-and-white photographs highlightingOhio’svariable
geologyand how geology played arolein thestate’sdevelopment. The
mapsoftheroadsidegeology routesand the figuresand diagramsused
throughoutthebookarerendered inan easy touse muted, multicolor
format,and theroadside mapsare clearlylabeled with textidentifying
various geologic features or points of interest. In addition to the
aforementioned textural and pictorial features, the book includesa
glossary (which, in this reviewer’s opinion, would be more helpful if
terms were highlighted within the guide’s text), alist of additional
readingmaterial,andathoroughindex.

This reviewer hastwo chiefcomplaintsregardingthe book. The
firstis that the geologic features or pointsofinterestindicated on the
routesare notlinked to mileage markersordistancetraveled. Linking
routeelements to mile markers or distance traveled would make this
generally user-friendly guide even better. The second is the lack of
citationsforboth figuresand information used throughout the book
todescribe Ohio’sgeology. Granted thelack of citationsis part of what
makesthebook easy to read, butalongwith Camp’slistof “Additional
Reading,” itwould make thebookamuch moreuseful resourceifhe
hadincludedalist of publicationsused while writing the book. Even
though using citations would slightly diminish Camp’s succinct
descriptionsanddiscussionsof Ohio’sgeology, itwould allowinquisitive
readers tomoreefficientlyobtain additionalinformation onanaspect
of Ohio’sgeology thatinterests them.

Overall, this book will be a valuable asset to anyone living in or
visiting Ohio who wants to make traveling through the state both
entertainingand educational. Unfortunately, properuse of the guide
requiresatleast two people,onetoread thebook and anothertodrive.

Those interested in purchasing Roadside Geology of Obio can
contact Mountain Pressathttp://mountain-press.com/ or call (406)-
728-1900. The book is also available through the Ohio Division of
Geological Survey, E-mail: geo.survey@dnr.state.oh.us; onthe web
athtep://www.ohiodnr.com/geosurvey/; orcall (614)-265-6576.

DouagLas L. SHRAKE, PG
OhioDepartmentof Natural Resources,
Division of Geological Survey

2045 MorseRdC-2

Columbus, OH43229-6693

E-mail: doug:shrake@dnr.state.oh.us
http://www.ohiodnr.com/geosurvey


https://core.ac.uk/display/159567622?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1

