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I, Introduction

The age group of rural youth ranging from 16 to about 25 yezrsﬂof 2§e
has come to be regarded as a neglected group. In recegt years, e@?ca\or?, 8
ciologists and agricultural extension workers have.manlfested an 1ncrea;1ng )
interest in attempting to solve the problems of this groupe P?ggfams of organ
ization have been discussed, but definite procedure has been dlIflfult to estab=
1ish becausc of the scarcity of detailed information bearing upon th stai?s, .
activitics and intcrests of rural young men and women. The present 1nvost1ga§10n
was undcrtaken for the purposo of comtributing to 2 fund of inforgatioq on this -
subjoct. During thc spring of 1932 the 300 individuals included in this survey
wore intorvicwed. The investigation was limited to young persons 16 to 24 years
of age, unmarried, and living in rural territory. It included pcrsons both at=
tending school and not attending school. Individuals attending college and living
outside the sample arcas sclected were not included. From onc~third to oncehalf
of the persons eligible by age in the sclected arcas were intervicweds

The arcas studied were nince sclectod townships in four Chio countics.
Three werc located in Medina county, and two cach in Logan, liorgan add NMuskingum
countios. A brief description of the areas from which the cascs were drawn follows.

II. Characteristics of the Arcas Studiced

Logan County. This county is in western Ohio and lics in the castern
cdge of the corn belte It is not o typical corn belt county, howcver, The
castern half is rough and hilly with fertilc valleys, whilc the wcstern half
consists of level agricultural land. The rural population has declined from
23,771 in 1900 to 19,438 in 1930, but the total population has grown on account
of the growth of Bellefentainc, the county scat.

LicArthur tounship, onc of thosc studied, is located in thc northuestcern
part of the ccunty. The only village has a populotion of 300, The population
has declined from 1348 in 1900 to 1100 in 1930. The farm population of this town-
ship 1s very stoble although there is o fairly high percentoge ¢f teononcy. Many
renters stoy on the same farm from 8 tc 10 yearse The soil is very fertile, and
is alkaline cncugh to grow clover and alfalfa. General farming prodeminatcs with
an cmphosis cn crops which are fed to livestock. The wealth of the township vos
well distributed sc that most of the inhobitants possessed moderatc mecans, During
1931~32 thcie were no families in such dire circumstances that they were umable
to buy clothcs and bocks for their children attending schools
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The social dosires particularly of the boys and gi?ls whe verc stl}l in
school were well taken care of by the church, school and agriculturcl cxt3§31on.
Three Protestant churches held church services and Sunday Schoo} cach.Sup ay
while all thrce denominat ions had joined to form a Young PcoPlc s Christian As:o-
ciation which met ecach Sunday cvening. Various social functions werce conduct?
by the school such as partios, plays, lccturcs and concerts os wgll os a#hlotlc
cvents such as baseboll and basketballe The centralized s?hool in the village
ronked with the best in thc county. A short coursc in agriculturc conducted by
the teacher of vocational agriculturce interested 20 to 25.of t@c young farmers
cach ycare. In addition, the city of Bellefontaine, with its Plctur? s?ows QFd
dances and Indian Laks with its facilitics for dancing, swimmlng? flshlng,.plc-
nics and skating offered a varicty of activity for young people in the v1cxni§y.
The work oi the 4-H Clubs was popular, The Farm Bureau and Farmcers' Cooperative
Associcntions were also stronge Thore wero noe local granges or lodges. Local
leadership appoared to bo fairly adequatc. In several parts of the c?unty, groups
of both young and old had been formed spontancously, meeting ot the different
homes where squarc dancing and party games were cnjoyeds There were olso many
groups that mct to play cards. The facilities for obtaining reading meterial
were poor as there was no library cxcept the one at the high school., In two dif=-
ferent localitics young poople were cxchanging books and magazines with their
neighbors,

Perry tcunship is located in the castern half of the countye. East
Liberty, a small unincorporated village with a populaotion of 250 is thc only vile
lage in the township with the cxception of West Mansfield which is on the line
botween this tounship and Bokes Creck. The population reached its peock in 1920
with a populction of 1141 and dropped to 1004 in the year 1930,

The soil in this township is of many grades, Therc is considerable rich
tillable lond in the valleys but there is o larger acrecage of very thin land on
the hills. Mecst of the soil is acid so that it is difficult to grow clover cr
alfalfa. .. generzl type of farming is followed although considcrable cmphosis is
placed upen livestocks. Maple syrup is an important prcduct in this arca. Kost
of the people were peor but comfortable. Approximately 50 per cont of the farms
werc operated by tcnants who moved frequently,

The orgoniged activitics of this arca wore meagre. The scout crgoniza-
tions for both boys and girls had died out, The Farm Burcau, Licsons and 0dd
Fellows groups were rcelatively inactive, Agricultural Extension cetivities were
limited to 4=H Club work., The school systcm vwas not of the best. There was no
cuditorium or gymasium available for meetings and sperts. No agriculture was
taught in thc schools, Formerly, mony of the high school graduates were employed

%n a small brass factory lecated in the village, but at the time of the survey
it was not in opereation,

Mcdine County., This county is in the northeastorn part cof Ohio, in the
Cleveland=Akren arcas. The topography is gently relling, with small arcas of
flat land in the westorn part, Dairying and poultry raising werc the lcading
sourcos of ‘agricultural income. The rural populetion has declincd from 21,958 in

1900 to 19,676 in 1930, but the total has increased, owing to thc growth ¢f
Wadsworth and Medina, .

Gronger tovmship, located in the fefa
equidistant from Cleveland and Akron, It is
villages excepting the two hamlets, Remsen Co
numbering 857 in 1900, was stable until 1920

stern part of the ccunty is about
a strictly rural tcunship with no
rncrs and Granger. Its population,
and increased to 959 in 1930, The
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type of farming ronges from truck reising on the muck soils %n'thc cEntral part

of thc township to poultry farming and cxtensive dairying. Most of the pecoplo
worc in comfortoble circumstoncese A centralized school is lecated ncar the
center of the township and is something of a social centor. An antivc.Grango
organization mects in the school buildings The work in vocational agrlqulturc

and 4=H Club work is satisfactory. There arc two active churches, onc in cach

¢f the hamlcts. A wemen's club performs some of the functions of a parcmt=tecacher
association,

Lafaycttc township lics southwest of the corporate linits of Nicdinﬂ.t
In it arc two small villages, Lafayctte and Chippewa=on=the-Lake; the lattcr in-
corporated in 1929 is loeated on Chippewa Lake, o popular summer rcescrte The
total pepulcticn of the township declined from 1157 in 1900 to 1100 in 1920,
increasing tc 1296 in 1930, Extending from the lake to the ncrthern part of the
tcwnship is a broad, fertilc valley; tho rest of the tcwnship has slightly rolling
topography and fairly preoductive clay loam soil.

Perhaps the greatest handicap to unity in this township wos the fact
that there wos no centralized high school., High school students werc formerly
transported to Medina, but in rccent years o transfer was made to Ledi, the
latter offering the service at a lower figurce. Thorc was considerable opposition
to this within the township and maony stydents rather than go to Lodi dropped out
of high school before graduation. The Grange at Lafayctte was of interest to
only o small percentage of the younger pcople., The same might be scid of the
churches, )

Homer township is located in the southwestern cormer of the county; it
has onc small unincorporated village, Homerville. The populaticn of the towunship
declincd frem 764 in 1900 tc 639 in 1930, The soil is mostly cloy cad not very
productivc, and the farmers have been slow tc adopt approved metheds cnd prac-
tices. 4s o rcsult mest of the farmers arc in pcor circumstances. Small factore
ics in “est Sclenm and Spencer (located in adjoining townships) have given cmploy=
ment tc o considerable number of the young pcople of the townshipe Onc of these
foctorices was closed at the time of the survey, resulting in idlcness for many
young men formerly cmployed. There werce five churches in the towunship, but an
attempt to crgonize an Epworth Leaguce for all denominations resulted in failurc.
The Gronge hod rcorganized and was cxcrting some influcnce on the young pceople.
Extcnsion work has not met with satisfoctory responsce cxcepting thot the Farmers
Institutcs hove been well attended,

hicrgon Counmty. Mcrgon county is in southecastern Ohio. The surface is
hilly to wery hilly, there being no level land except in the narrcw valleys of
the streams, scmc of which are tributarics of the Muskingum river which traverses
the cownty, The scil, largely of limestonc origin, varics widcly in productive
capacity. Gencral farming predominates, with deirying, shecep and pcultry raising
the principal scurces of ogricultural incomce Some truck farming is carricd on
aleng the Muskingum. €oal, natural gas and petroleum arc found in the coumty.
The tctel pepulation of the county declined from 17,905 in 1900 tc 13,583 in 1930,
meking it next to the smallest in the State in this respect,

licrion township is in the scuthern part of Morgan county. It's pope
ulation declined from 1913 in 1900 to 1366 in 1930. Chester Hill, the only vile
lage, has o population of 431, The topogrophy is hilly and thc tillable land is
well adapted to the production of fruits and whoct. According to the Census
about 65 per cent of the farm land is in pasturce. Coal and 0il rescurces were
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i ‘ d. Two churches in the village
once of importance but these have been depleted. > i

were doingplittle to interest the young pqople of tpe cogmunxty, while a Grange
some two miles distant was of but little influence 1in this regard.

York tovnship is in the northwestern corner of th? county in a mining
region. Its population declined from 1215 in 1910 to 1139 in 1930. Deavertown,
the only villzage has a population of 19R.

The soil of this township is of very poor quality and little farming
is possiblc., Many abandoned farm homos wero found and only the bcs? farms were
being tilled. Most of the people arc fainors or 0il fiocld workors? idle at the
time of the survey but still living on farms or in small towns hoping for employ=
ment. This is a typical mining community, representative of a large part of the
mining rcgions in southcastern Ohio.

Zducat ional facilities were very poor for people of the communitye &
threc-ycar high school was located at Deavertown. Very few pupils availed theme
sclves of the opportunity of going to Crooksville for their fourth ycare Many
of them romained at home and worked in thc coal mines occasionally.

Liuskingum County. Muskingum county is in the scuthcast central part
of Ohio., Thc topography varics from broad lcvel valleys to very stcep hillse
The soils of the valleys consist of decp silt loam. Thosc on the hills vary
from rich limestonc clay loams to rcsidual sandstonc soils, Dairying, shccp and
poultry raising arc the leading types of farming. Large deposits of poticry
clay, gravcl, coal and oil arc found within the county. The total population
incrcascd from 53,185 in 1900 to 67,398 in 1930. Zancsville, the county scat
and a thriving industrial center had a population of 36,440 in 1930.

) Rich Hill township, located in thc southeastern part of thc county is
strictly rural, there being only two small hamlets. Its population declined
from 1219 in 1900 to 708 in 1930. Shecp and cattle arc the leading agricultural
egtgrprlscs. There was only onc church in the township and the cducational fa-
cilitics werc poors A Grange was of intcrest to the middle age groups, but
leadership for the youngor people appecred to be lasking.

' Jackson township is located in the northwestern cormer of the coumby.
Its soils vary from rcsidual sandstonc scil on the hills to silt lcem in the
vglloys. WJocl greving and stock roising predominated, vwhile work in the oil
floldsrgav? cmployment tc many pcoplce The population of the township declined
from 1546 in }900 te 1308 in 1930, Frazcysburg, the only incorporated village
had o populaticn of 679 in 1930. All of the sccial activities of the township’
centered around the scheools, churches and lodges located in this villoge.

] ) The three churches took an interest in various young | 's -

izations, whilc the Grange, Mascenic order, Woodsmen ans Egsgginpngieaitizgggd

tgc older peoplc. A Boy Scout crgenization was providing oppertunitics for

Z.uﬁg?r b;ys. The local school was also the center of o varicty of sccial ac=

t;V}t}cs’throughout.thc ycar. On the wholc the people c¢f this towunship were
rifty ond cnergetic and posscssed an abundance of gocd lcadership. )
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III, General Background of Persons Intervicwed

Agc and Scx. Of the 300 young pcople imtervicwed, 171 werc malcs and
129 werc females. It was difficultyto locatc many unmarricd fcmalc§ above the
age of 19 ycars. Girls marry carlier than boys. They alsc lcave the rura}
districts in larger proportion and ot an carlier age than boys. The age dis=
tribution c¢f the individuals interviecwed was as followss

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24  Total _ cent

c—

Molcs 26 33 32 26 12 19 10 5 8 171 57

Femalcs 390 27 27 18 10 _5 _8 _2 _2 _129 43
Total 56 60 59 44 22 24 18 7 10 . 300 100
Por cent 19 20 20 15 97 8 6 2 3 100

The fomilics from which these young pecople comc varicd greatly in
sizce Ninc per cemt had no brothers or sisters; 20 per cont had once brother or
sister; 16 pcr comt had twoj 14 per cont had three; 14 per cent had four; 14
gper cent had five; and 12 per cent had six or morce Onc individual had 12
brothers and sisterse The average number of children per family vas 440. Logan
and Mcdina cocuntiecs averaged 3.8 and 2.5 children, respectively, while the
Muskingum and Morgan coumty groups averagod 4e6 and 4} children per fomily,
This is o larger average number of children per family than was recorded in
1063 form fomilies in cight selected arcas in 1927-28.# The difference is
rcadily accounted for by the fact thot the 300 families herein reprosenteod were
sclocted on the basis of having at least ono child in the 16 to 24 Cge groupe

Such a group yiclds a larger average number of children than any unsclectod
groupe

Occupational and Economic Status_of Parents. It vos. found that the
parents of 222 of the persons interviewed could be classificd os foarmers. The
occupations of the remaining 78 were divided about equally among carpenters,
mail cerricrs, miners, oil ficld workers and laborers,

Of thc 300 individuals for vhom records werc obtained, 247 lived on
farmse Nincty-nine were found to live on farms of less than 100 acres and 39
lived on farms of mere than 200 acres, With respect to agriculturc the 300
parentcl families were distributed as followss

) Number of Prcperty Owned
Location N Fomilies by Family

On Farms 247 196
Under 50 acres 45 38

50 toe 99 ¢ 54 43

100 tc 199 v 109 81
200 or more w 39 34
Not on Farms R 54 -
Total 300 196

ﬁréee Lively, C. B., "The Growth Cycle of the Farm Family."

: : Ohio agricultural
Experiment Station. Mimcographed Bull. No. 51, p. 10, ©
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Of the 247 perscns living on forms, 70 statod ?hat Ehey c§pcctcd to
take charge of the home farm ot some futurc date. In Sp%tc of th§ fact that
only 40 per ccnt of thesc persons were not in school, this group 1nclud9d more
thon half of these who cxpected to take over the home farme They cons@mtutod
an older group than thosc in school and probably had a better cpp§rtun1ty to
decide what they would ultimately do. Six times as many boys o€ girls stoted
that they cxpected to cperate the home farme

Occupctional Status. If cmployment in the home and on the heme farm
without comtractucl arrangoment may be called goinful cmployment, 89 pcr cent
of ‘thesc 300 ycung peeple wero gainfully cmployecds Scventy=cight per cent were
working cithcr in the home or on the home farm. Eleven per cent wiere otherwise
enployed., Thc occupations of thosc not working in the home or on the home farnm
werc mony ond vericd. Five did odd jobs, four wcre working in storcs, four were
salesmen, four were mechanics, twe were toochers, two were mincrs, onc was church
janitor, onc was a carpemter, onc a decorator, onc a beauty parlor opcrator, ong
a laborcr, onc o school bus driver aand four werc raising hogs or poultry as an
individual entcrprisc. Tho occupational activitics of thesc persons living in
the villeges were much more varied than thosc of tho young peoplc living on forns.

The great mejority of these young pcople were working for their pare
ents. Only 9 per cent was working for thomsclvese All but twe of these wcere
nalcs, The preportion of thosc golf=cnploycd was much higher in the village
thon in the open country. Scvemty=thrcc per cent of the total was working for
their parcats. For thosc still attending school the corresponding percentage
was 833 for thosc not attending scheol it was 59

Table l.~- Occupational Activity at the Tinme of the Intervicw,
by School Attcndance, Scx and Resideance

Nunmber of Pcrscns

Occupational In School Not in School
Activity Total Malcs Fcrnales Lolcs Fengles
On Not On Not On Not Cn Not
Farns on Farns on Faras on - farms ©On
Farms Farms Yoras., o Farns
Farn Jori 127 68 2 0 0 54 0 3 0]
Homec Jork 97 - 4 57 14 -- -- 20 2
Othcrwise gainfully
cmplgycd 34 2 1 1 - 6 7 5 2
Not gainfully cnpleyed 34 2 1 8 3 6 3 & 3
Ne Information 8 4 - 2 = 1 -~ - 1
Toteal 300 76 18 68 17 67 10 36 8

Toble 2 shews that 73 per cent c¢f the young pecople intervicwed were
without definitc arrangement for cconomic return for their laber. In the case
cf those attending school, this night be cxpected, since the parcuts (with whon
necarly all were living) were probably bearing the cxpensc of schoocling. However
61 pcr ccat of thoso not attending schcool also had ne definite arrancémont, In ’
ﬁhc casc of nnles 68 per cent of thesc in schcol and 55 per ceat of ghcsc not
in school had nc definite arrangement. Nincteoen males and six females received
o sharc cof the farm preducts, three far boys were in definitc portnership with
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1 inite cash agreement with
i rents and 51 or 17 per cent possessed a definl ] gree; -
Iﬁ:?? gzreqts The latter received various amounts ranglnglfrom :weiigngizz cents
o a fai t of the males not «
week to a fair yearly wage. Only 31 per cen ' n ing
gzzo;l, and 16 per cent of the females received cash according to any definite

plan,

The ghove data make the situation fairly clear. These young.peOplg
wera unable to obtain remunerative employment. Subgistence was ?sseﬁtlal.l ?veﬂ
though these youth were of legal age and no longer in school their pugentaf am
ilics stood willing to provide that subsistence, but pot much morce In a ow
cases the parcntal business was in such a stato that it could utilize the

Table 24~ Arrangement Made for Zconomic Return for Labor, by School
Attendancc, Sex and Residence

Number of Pcrsons

In School Not _In ochool

Economic Total _ _Malcs Fomalcs Males Females
Arrangenent On Not On Not On Not “On Not
FarmS on ¥arms on Farms on Farms on

Farms Farms Farms Farms
Cash Return 50 7 8 2 2 18 6 5 2
Sharc in Farm Products 25 10 1 - - 9 - 5 -
Partnership in Business 3 3 - - - - - - -
Miscellancous 3 1 - - 1 1 - - -
No arrangcement 219 _55 9 _66 __14 39 4 26 6
Total 300 76 18 68 17 67 10 36 8

labor of such youth and pay wagcs. In most cases the young pQOplC.WOrc forced
to be content with subsistenco plus whatever elsce the parents felt able to give,
which frequently was nothing at all,

School Status. Of the 300 persons interviewed 179 wore in school and
121 were not in school at the time. Fifty-five per cent of the meles were in
school as comparcd with 66 per cent of the femaless At age 16 proctically all
were in school, Aftcer that age, the percentage declined stoadily until at ago
21 none was in schools Thc ratc of decline of the percentage in school as age
incrcascd was similar for both scxcss

The 179 persons in school, at the time of the survey, were distributed
from the scventh grade to college. One was in the 7th and one wos in the 8th
grade; 8 werc freshmen in High School; 25 werc sophmores; 91 were Junicrs; 42 were
seniorsj cnd 11 were in collcge. The fact that the schedulcs werc token during
the months of March, April and May undoubtedly reduced the proportion that was in
college, os many of these individuals werc not then at home

Anclysis of the records of the 121 persons that were not in school
showed that 2 per cent had left school after complcting the 7th grodey, 8 per cent
aftcr completing the 8th grade, 7 per cent after the 9th, 12 per cent after the
10th, 2 per cent after the 11th, 52 per cent after the 12th, 10 per cent after
one year in college, 3 per cont after two years in college, 1 per ceut after threc
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Tablc 3,.,= School Attendance of 300 Rural Young Pcoplec, by .ige cnd Scx

Mcoles ond Females Malcs Females
Agc In Not in Per cent In Not in Per cent In Net in Per cent
Scheol School in School School in School School in
Scheol School _School
16 55 1 98 26 0 96 29 1 100
17 53 7 88 28 5 86 25 2 93
18 45 14 76 25 7 78 20 7 74
19 16 28 36 10 16 38 6 12 33
20 8 14 36 4 8 33 4 6 40
21 0 24 0 0 19 0 0 5 0
22 2 16 11 1 9 10 1 7 12
23 0 7 0 0 5 0 0 2 0
24 o _10 o _o0 _8 _0 _0 _z2 .0
Total 179 121 60 94 77 55 85 44 66

years, 2 pcr cent after four years and 1 per comt after five years in collego.
Thirty=cnc had reccived scme college troining.

Whether the individual lived on 2 small farm or on a large form ap-
parently had no relation to conmtinuance in school, Approximetcly the soame propor=
tion of thosc pcrsons living on farms of lcss than 100 acres werc in school as of
thosc living on farms of more than 100 accress Only 51 poer cent of those not
living on farms was in schocl, however, as compared with 59 per ceat of thosc
living on farms.

The most common cxplanation given for dropping out of school was grade
uation from high school, Fifty=two per cent of the malcs and 54 per cent of the
females not in school gave this reascn for dropping oute The next most important
reason given was viorke Twenty per cent said they quit school for this rcascne
Other cxplanations wore dislike fer school, financial reasonss only two yoors of
high school available, bad roads, and dropped out to teach. None c¢f these rcasons
included as many as 10 per cent of the individuals. There was littlc difference
in the cxplanations given by the two scxcse

The intcrviecws disclosed that many of these young people had quit school
during prosperity ond had obtained jobse These had later been lost and the indi=-
viduals fclt that they were in no financial circumstances to return o school,

Of 103 persons that had attended high school but werc not in school at
the time of tihc survey, nccrly all stated that they had taken a gencral high
school ccurses Twelve per cont of the malcs had taken vocationnl cgriculture and
2 per cent of the girls had studicd home cconomics,

Church Mcmbership. In replying to the question, "Arc you o church
member?", 197 boys and girls replied "yes" and 103 said "no." This indicatoes
that 6546 per cent of the 300 people imterviewed wore affilicted with some church,
Marion tounship in Morgan county fcll below the average as only 12 of the 38
persens ilnverviewed belonged to church. Many reasons werc given by these ycung
pcoplce fur aon-attendance at church. Some said they did not likc the minister
because he did not understand the intcrests of young peoplcs other had been
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offended by certoin members of the congregation, while some were not int?rostcd
in rcligious activiticse. The following tabulation shows church affiliction by
denominations

Total Malcs Femalos

Mcmbership Number Pcr cent  Number Pcr cemt  Number Per cent
Church Mcmbers 197 6547 93 5444 104 80,0
Mcthodist 108 3640 50 29 ¢2 58 45,0
Presbyterian 36 12,0 22 1269 14 11,0
Unitcd Brethren 12 4,0 4 263 8 6.0
Catholic 12 4,0 8 447 4 30
All Others 29 9e5 9 5.3 20 15,0
Not Church lLicmbers 103 3443 78 4546 25 20,0
Total Numbcer of Persons 300 100.,0 171 100.0 129 10040

The table shows that a larger percemtage of the girls belonged to church
then was thc casc with the boyse. More than half of the church members belonged to
the Mcthodist denomination,

IV. Leisurc«~Timec Activitics and Intercsts

Orgonization Mombership., The number of organizations to vhich thesc
young pcoplc belonged was not large. If the church and Sunday School were not
included their organization affiliations would indeed be meagrce The Grange,
the 4=H Clubs, the Futurc Farmers Club, and the Lodge of 1000 claimed the most
members, There were o fow Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts anmd a fou members of the
Yo Mo Co Ae ond Yo We Co Ae, but they were practically all in the group that was
still attending school. Epworth Leaguc cnrolled a few, and o small number bo-
longed to fraternal orders,

The 300 persons intcrvicwed held a total of 700 memberships in these
organizotionss More than half of them (420) were momberships in Church and
Sunday Schoole Seventy-cight wore affilinted with 4-H Clubs, cither as mcember
or leader, cnd 69 were members of the Gronge. Forty=-six belonged tc the Lodge
of 1000, 42 belonged to the Futurc Farmers' Club and 45 belonged to other organ=-
izations. Tcr every 100 perscns there wero 234 organization membershipse For
every 100 memberships there were 21 cfficcrships. As might be cxpceted the rate
of officerships was highest in the distinctly young pcople's oergonizations, such
as the 4=H Clubs and the Futurc Formers! Clube In the church, vhere young people

arc gencrally in the minority, the reote of officerships held by thesc youth was
lowest.

analysis cf organization mombership by school attendance showed certain
important differcncess For nll throc points of comparison used, the group still
attonding schocl showed tho highest rating. Thcse points were percentege of
persons having membership in one or more organizations, numbcr of meubcrships per
100 persons, ond number of officerships held per 100 members. OF the group in
school, 90 per cent held at least one orgenizat ion membership s compared with
77 per ceat for those not in schoole The former held 261 umenberships per 100
persons and 25 officerships per 100 members, as cempared with 193 nciberships and
15 cfficcrships per 100 members in the group not attending school, Therc was
considerable variation from arca to arca very likely due to voriotion in the



Toble 4.= Percentage of Persons Holding Mcembership in Onc or i.cre Organ=
izations, by Arca, School Attcndance and Sex

In School ' Not In School
Malcs Femalcs Malcs Females
Arcao Number Per cont Number Per cent Number Per cont Number Per cent
cf with of with cf with of with
Per= Mcember= Per=- Mcuber-  Pore licnibcre FPore kcnber=
sons ship sons ship 8018 ship sons ship
Perry 10 80 5 100 9 89 5 80
McArthur 9 100 5 100 8 87 5 80
Homner 7 86 8 75 9 67 3 67
Grangcr 10 80 6 67 7 57 3 67
Lafayette 7 100 10 100 12 50 3 100
Marion 16 94 11 82 10 60 4 100
Ycrk 13 M 15 100 7 86 7 100
Jackson 8 100 11 91 4 100 4 100
Rich Hill 14 93 14 93 11 64 10 90
All Arccs 94 89 85 91 i 70 44 89

Tablc Se= Number of Orgonizotion hcuaberships per 100 Persons cnd Number
c¢f Officcrships per 100 Members, by arcoy
Schecol attendance and Sex

In School Not In Schcel
iales feriales iales Femalos
Arca Number Number Number Nunber Nuniber Numbcer  Number Nunber

cf ken= of Of= of Licm= of Cf-= of Maa= of Of= ¢f Licnm= of Ofe
berships ficere berships ficer=  berships ficer=- berships ficere
pcr 100 ships  per 100 ships per 100 ships pcr 100 ships
pcrsens  per 100 persens per 100 perscns  per 100 persons  per 100

ncnbers ncilbers nenibers nenbers
Pcrry 162 8 320 25 200 0 160 12
McArthur 311 18 300 13 200 6 200 20
Hener 350 14 225 61 189 18 167 0
Grenger 260 4 . 433 43 200 0 200 33
Lafaycttc 243 29 290 27 116 0] 233 0
Maricn 260 18 290 31 100 250 40
York 280 18 327 14 186 8 300 33
Jackscn 300 8 254 36 225 22 200 12
Rich Hill 261 35 251 43 181 5 260 23
All Arcas 245 18 280 31 170 8 230 23

general crganization situation in the arcas. Statisticol tosts showed thet the obe
scrved diffcrences between these tue groups in the case of the pereentage of pere
scns having onc or uorc crganization neuberships could be attributed 4c orror of
sanplings. The sauc was true of the total number of nmazberships per 100 perscns.



In the casc ¢f officerships, however, the diffcrence betwcen the two groups was
significant and could not be attributed to the chance fluctuaticns of sumplinge
This beccuces 2ll the nmere significont when it is recelled that the grcup still
cttending school was decidedly merc youthful than the group not atteading schoole
apparently, continuing in school is rclated to the cmergence cf leadcrship qual-
ities. The uork of this is the attaimnent of positions of lceadersnip in the ore-
gonizotions with which the individucal is affiliatced.

anclysis of thosc faoctors on the basis of sex revealed o situaticn sine
ilar to that cxisting between the group in school and the group not in schoole
That is, the diffcrence betwceon the soxes in the natter of percentage belonging
to onc or morc organizations and also in the number of memberships held per 100
perscns could be accounted for by crror of sompling. The sox diffcrence in
nunber of officerships held was significant, hovever, ond cculd not be explainecd
by crror c¢f scmpling.

Since the proportions of the sexes was not cqual in the schiuol attende
ance groups, thc question ot once ariscs whether the apparent diffcrence betwcen
these grecups cculd be the result of sex differcncese. sAnalysis of the scheol ate
tendonce greoups by sex showed thot the obscrved difference betveen the fenales in
schcol and the feoales not in schocl was not necessarily significont for cither
¢l the threc tests of orgonization participation used. Thot is, the differcnces
cculd have been duc tc samplings. In the casc of the males, houcver, the differe=
ences betvwecn the greup in scheol ond the group not in school viere significant for
all thrce c¢f the tests used, and could not be attributed to errer of scaplinge
Scc Tables 4 cnd 5. Thesc results suggest that school stetus influcnces the ore
ganization behavier of rurol young men more than rural young wicniene In the casc
of the 300 young peeple here considered, dropping out of scheool wis associatod
with lower crgonization participation in the casc of the boys thon in the case of
the girls,

then the nine sample arcas wero grouped into threc groups of threc arcas
cach on thc basis of general ccononic stutus, no significant trend was found in
the three criteria usods isce, percentage of persons affilisted with cnc or rnore
orgonizet ion, number of meuberships per 100 perscns, and nunmber of officerships
per 100 menberse There was no censistency of veriation in cither the sex groups
cr the school ~tiendance groupse

attendonce ot Orgonizot ion.  Mcetingse The frequency of attendance ot
crgonization neetings was cbtained for 679 of the 700 organizotion niciiberships,
The pericd cf timc covered was one year prior to the date of the surveys The
results arc given in Table 6. For orgonizations cther thon the six ligbed in
the toble, the gumber of members in cach wos tco sunll to list scparctclys The
table shous thot average attendance ot mectings by crgonization ucnbers voried
frai 11 tines per yeor in the 4-H Clubs to 37 times per yecar in the Sundoy Scheols,
for the group still attending school. The group nct attending schiccl averaged
slightly lcuver in attondance, Since 254 c¢f the 300 pcrscens studicd held cne or
nere Qombcrships in these orgenizations, coch of theso perscns averaged 2,7 nerne-
porshlps. It fclleus, therefore, thot 46 persons attcnded nc crgenilzetion mect-
ingss thosc perscens holding memberships averaged approximctely 73 nectings per
yeor, or obeut six neetings per ronth,

o Lioncy Contributions to Orgenizotions. Contributions in noncy to ore
gonizasions cther than those listed in Table 6 werc insignificent. The nmedian
contribution t¢ 211 orgonizations by the group still attending schuol was $1.21
per person; for the group nct attend ing schoel, it was $1.65. In the former
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group, 44 per ccnt comtributed less than cnc dollar and 94 per cont gnyo less than
five dollarse In the latter group, 29 per cent gave less than one doliar and 87

per cent less than five dollars,

Tablc 6= Frequency of attcndance at Orgonization Meetings During 12
Months Prior tc Survey

In School Not In School
Orgonizotion No. Tinos attended . lcan  No. Tincs Jttcuded  lMean
of Un~ 10= 20~ 30= 40~ 50 at=- ¢cf Une 10= 20~ 30~ 40+ ot=-
Ca-der 19 29 39 49 and tend= Ca- der 19 29 39 and tend=

scs 10 over anco _ sos__ 10 over _ance
Nunmber of Pcrsons Nuuber of Persons

Grange 38 815 14 1 17 4 6 11 7 15
Church 5 1815 23 19 34 16 33 79 12 12 1.6 13 26 29
Sundcy sScavel 136 10 9 R4 17 53 23 37 80 8 15 7 18 32 31
4-H Club 60 21 39 11 14 2 11 1 16
Futurec Farmers' 30 10 7 4 4 3 2 Rl 9 4 3 1 1 14
Ledge of 1000 31 6 6 7 5 17 28 14 3 3 2 6 27
All Others 28 5 7 4 5 _ 1 32 1l 1 5 3 1 1 21
Total 448 78 98 76 51 104 41 28 231 36 60 36 33 66 26

The medion contribution to Grange, Church and Sunday School, 4~H Clubs,
Futurc Farniers® Clubs and Lodge of 1000 wos $1.23 for the group still attending
school, and $1.50 for thosec not attending school. Gronge comtributions were all
under $2.00., The great nmajority paid nothing to the 4~-H Clubse The spread was
wide for the other organizations, raonging from no contribution tc $25.00 in the
case of church and Sunday School.

Reading Interests amd Habitse Reading is not only o valuable recreatione
ol activity but it is alsc important for socinl adjustrent. Today pcople road both
for amuscnient and for cducation. The reading intcrests and hobits of these 300
rural young people arc, thereforc, significant. The datoe collected include the
amount end kind of recading done during the six months immedictcly preceding tho
survey, ond the cmount of time habitually spent in reading during thot time. The
reports do not include the rcading of scheol assignnents in textbooks, but in=-
cludes books read upon recommendation of schocl tcachers.

Table 7 surmarizes the nunber ond kind of bocks read during the six
nonths pericd under considerations . total of 299 different velunics werc read
451 tiness ‘hen put in terms of averages, the figures were as fellovess:

A11 In Not In

Persons School School

average number of volumes read per porson 1.5 1.9 1.0
averoge number of tincs each volune was read 1.3 Le3 1.3

It is cvident from these averoges thot those persons attending schicel rcad twice
as many bocks as thosc persons not attending schools. This is true when measurod

01thcr as nuuber of different velumes read ner person, or total number of volunes
read pcr porsone
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Table 7e= Number and Type of Beoks Read During the Six=lionths' Period,
Prior to the Survey, by School Attcndance

Tctal In School Nct In School
Typce of Books Nunber of Total Number of Tetal Number of Total
Recad Diffcerent Number Diffcrent Nunber Differcnt Number
Voluncs of Volunes of Voluncs of
Tines Tincs Tinecs
Read Read Rgad
Fictions
Standard 63 87 55 75 10 12
Pc puler 60 108 48 71 24 34
Westcera 57 104 48 66 25 38
Mystery S 6 4 4 2 2
Historical 4 8 3 6" 2 2
Drana 13 16 11 13 3 3
Esscy 2 3 2 3 0] -
Biography 26 37 19 28 8 9
Travel 3 4 1 2 2 2
Poctry 2 4 2 4 0 -
atural Scicence 1 1 1l 1 0 -
Psychology, wducation and
Sociclogy 5 8 & 4 2 4
Scheol Stories 2 2 2 2 0 -
Unclossified (Chicfly fiction) 56 66 50 55 9 11
Teoteal 299 451 250 334 87 117

7ith respect to types of books recad, it is cvident fron Tcble 7 that
fiction casily hceld first place. Oulng to the considerablce number cf titles that
could not be accuratcly classified, it is difficult tc statc accurctely what prow
portion of thc voluncs read was fiction. It cppears sufficicntly conservative to
say, however, thot appreoxinately 75 pcr cent of the bocks read vics fiction. There
vwas no significant diffcerence on this point between the group atteading school
and thce group net attending school. It was cvident, hewever, thot with the group
attending schocl, standard fiction occupicd a place that was twice as inportaont as
wasg the casc in tue group not aottending scheol. Thnt is, the reading cf the
latter grecup, in so far as it was composed of fiction, was morc linitcd to popular
ficticn, cspceially western storics., Undoubtedly the influcncc of the school is
indicatced here, since the suggested reading of the schools is included in the
analysis, Iiuch cf that reading would fall in the standard fiction sreoup.

Onc of the marked characteristics of the record of beoks read was its
diversity of titlcs. No singlc vclume was read by worc thon cight persons during
the pericc, "Girl of the Limber Lost" ond "When a kian's 4 lian" wcre read by 8
personsy "lenry Zsmond" cnd “Betty Zane" were read by 7 persons cttending schools
"Riders ol the Furple Sage" was read by 6 persons. No other volure was read by
nmorc than 5 perscnss 220 volwies had been read by cnly cne person,.

Table 8 summarizes the number and kind of magnzines read mere or less
- Ty . ’ . . . s
rcgulhrly‘oy these 300 ycung people. . total of 97 different megazine titlos were

1 M Aa s e 3 Prp— 4 s s
na.cds These mogazines were listed o ftotal of 770 times. Thot i1s, cach person



averoged 2.5 nogozines and cach nogozine was listed, on thc avercge by 8 perscnse
The group abtending scheol read, on the average, more magazines ner pc?son 9nd
were fanmiliar with o wider range of magozines than was the group nov attending
schcol,

.5 to types of magazines read, those denling with farzing and fiction
lcd tac list in both the "in school" and "out of school" groups. These vwicre fol=
lowed by wemen's nogazines. The most widely read magozine was the Lmo?ican.

Onc person in threc stated he read it frequently. Twenty=tvc persons in }OO read
the Ohio Farucr, 19 read McCalls, 13 rcad Country Gentlenman, 12 rcad Collicrs,

Toble 8e~ Numbor and Type of lagozine Read More or Less Regularly by
School Jttendance

Tctal In School Not In School
Typc of Nunmber  Nu:ber of  Number Number of Nusibcr  Nuwmber of
liagozine of Pcrgens of Fcrsoas of Pcroons

Mapozines Reading  lingazines Reading  lMapgazines  Reading

Farning P 221 18 118 17 103
Wonien's .15 167 14 118 8 49
Childrcen's 3 16 3 12 2 4
Fiction R3 126 18 71 16 55
Currcnt Zvents 7 74 7 56 5 18
Litcrary 6 17 6 14 2 3
Populaor Scicnce 5 27 6 17 3 10
Success 2 108 2 72 1 36
liusic 1 2 1 2 0 0
Rcligion 3 2 1 1 1 1
Busincss 1 1 1 1l 0 0
Travel 1 3 1 2 0 0
Physicul Culturc 1 1 1 1 0] 0]
Unclassificc _5 5 _1 1 _& _4

Total 97 770 80 487 59 283

and 11 in 100 rcad Farn Journal and Successful Farning. Scven persons in 100 read
Wenen's Hone Cenponion, Farmers' Wife and Literary Digest. Zight in 100 rcad Sat=-
urday Zvening Post, Six in 100 read Pictorial Rovicw and Pathfinder. Zour in 100
rcad Popular Scicnce, Westcrn Stories and Counmtry Homee. Three in 100 read True
Story, Rcd Beok, Popular liechanics and Delincater. One in 100 rcad Harpers, Forum,
Libcerty, National Geographic, lcdern Romancc, Hoarth and Home, Needle Craft, and
Christian Heralds Onc in 300 rcad atlantic Monthly, Revicw of Revicus, North
anerican Review, ilotion Picturec, Blue Book, Photoplay, Physicul Culturc and .ice

There was censiderable variation in amount of reading dene by the young
pceple in the different townships investigated. The meagre rcading cdone in sone
croas wes explainced by the young pecople on the grecund that beoks were net availe
ables yet 1t wos neticecable that these same arcas were low in mogozine rcading as
well., There appeared te be more reading done in the Morgen and Muskingunm county:
arecs than in the Logen and Medine county arcas. Of the 300 perscus intcrviowed,
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70 had rcad nc bock during the previous six monthsj 12 had read huoks but no uag-
czincs regulorlys; 67 had not read cny books, ncither had they rend any nagazines
regularly cr frequently during the period,

Dach individual intcrvicwed was asked to estinate the cmount of time
spent in recading. The reply was given in the form of the avercopge nunber of hours
per nonth for the year precoding the intcrvicw., Such estinates orey, of course,
subjecct tc¢ crror, but they werce considered cs apparontly honest cstinctes and
posscss socic valuc.

The avercge aoount of time spent reading was 2446 hours per wonth, This
figure is mislecading, however, unlecss it is romembered thot 15 per ceat of the
individuals stated that they had dene no reading during the period in question,
Malcs averaged 22,9 hours per month and feiinles 2649 hours. Less than 9 per cent
c¢f the feucles stated that they had done no recading, as conpared with 21 per cent
cf the malcs, The greup attending scheol averaged 22,5 hours per ronth as cone
parcd with 2747 hours for thc group nct attcnding school. Therce uas greater
varigtion in the group not attending school than in the school group. In the
school greoup 10 per cent reported no reading and less than 6 per ceat reported
50 or morc hours per month, In the group not attending school, 33 per cent re=
ported ne reading, but 23 per cent reported 50 or more hours reading per nonthe
This group differcnce possibly nay be cxplained s fcllowse. Becouse ¢f school
influcnce, those attending were likely to dc soric recding other thon toxtbeok
assignuents, yet schocl routine probably prevented o large crount of general
roading. On the other hand, those net attending scheol were, in the ncin, not
cuployed and were free to follow personal inclinations. This resulted in some
reading rother heavily and others not at 2ll,

There wos some variation in the zamount cf reading reported from arca to
arca, Thesc variotions were in accerd with thosc nentioned cbovc. The pcreentage
¢f individucls reporting no reading was . highest in Lcdine and Logan county arcase.

Participotion in Sclected activities. Table 9 prescnts data shoving the
nunber and pereemtoge of young persons participating in o list of 36 lefswrc=tire
activitics. The nunber and properticn participating are indicated by school at-
tendance and scx, Within the linits of this list, the ten nost vide-sprezd
activitics were reading, attending shows, autonmobile riding, playing cords, cttond=
ipg partics, ploying basket ball, friendly visiting, listening teo radio, attonding
picnics and swimming. Tho same noy be said for the group stlll cttending school,
The list f.c the group not attending school included hunting and pleying bascball
instcad of listening to radio and attending picnics. In order to mnoke the list
represcat tire ten ricst wide=spreoad activitics fer meles it wos accessary uercly to
substitute hunting fer attending picnics. To moke the list represent the ten most
wide=spread activities for females, it was necessary tc substitute sincias and
fancy vork fcr swiiming and listening to rodie, ’

) gn attenpt was mado to obtain estimctes of the extent of participation
in the various leisurcetine activitics censidered, Each person inttfvicwoéawas‘
as?Pd'to cstimate the anount of tine spent ot such activities as listcni%w té
raa10,_an§ the frequency with which he participated in such activifies a;udﬂncinv
gnd swliziing. In spite of the fact that these cstimates werc unde in WCTSC;Ol ©
intervicu, it must be recognized that they are merely gucsscs and not ;uf?iciﬁntl
accuraﬁc te pormitpdctgilcd analysis. In a pgenercl wa;, howevir, thc Eiﬂ;rog supz
Eggzdtz? ;Sii%ts SL.TQDlO 9« That is,'tho nest wide-spread activitics, és indie
ot thcﬂ' :. %19 nppcqr?q to be those in which participoation was nogt cxtensive
ndividual. Iliedian valucs indicating degree of porticinet ion worc highest

Jl
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Toble 94~ Nuober and Per Cemt of Perscns Participoting in Ccrtain Leisurc=-

Tine Activities, by School .ttendance cud Scx

In School Not In School
Activity Total Malcs Fenigles l.cles Feualos
Num= Per  Nunme Fer  Nuimi= Por Nua- Pcr Num= Per
ber cont ber cemt  ber cont ber cent  ber  cent
Tetal Persons 300 100 94 100 85 100 77 100 44 100
Reading 254 85 81 86 82 96 55 71 36 82
attending Shows 228 7% 77 82 58 68 65 84 28 64
auto Driving 206 69 170 74 46 54 62 8L 28 64
Ploying Cards 206 69 68 72 60 71 51 66 27 61
attending Partics 201 67 69 73 76 89 27 35 29 66
Playing Basket Ball 192 64 54 57 66 78 40 52 27 61
Visiting 191 64 58 62 58 68 53 69 27 61
Listening to Radio 155 52 63 67 38 45 38 429 16 36
Attonding Picnics 154 51 53 56 64 75 19 25 18 41
Swirming 150 50 73 78 13 15 57 74 7 16
Playing Bascball 146 49 43 46 44 52 47 61 12 27
Hunt ing 140 £&7 75 80 3 4 59 77 3 7
Playing Golf 134 45 61 65 36 42 27 35 10 23
Doncing 131 L% S Y 47 34 40 36 47 17 39
Fishing 12¢ 4l 56 60 27 32 31 40 10 23
Hiking 108 36 44 47 44 52 12 16 8 18
attending Institutos 107 36 42 45 30 35 25 32 10 23
Singing 98 33 23 24 53 62 9 12 13 30
Playing liusiccl Inst. 97 32 26 28 41 48 1 18 16 36
Fency “Jork 83 28 4 4 48 56 2 3 29 66
Flaying Vicirola 70 23 19 20 28 33 10 13 13 30
Skating 68 23 & 36 18 21 9 1R 7 16
ALttending Socials 66 4 22 23 29 34 8 10 7 16
attending Tootbell Ganes 63 21 32 34 10 12 17 22 4 9
Coasting 57 19 25 27 18 21 7 9 7 16
Canping 54 18 26 28 17 20 5 6 6 14
Lttencing Lectures and
Concerts 51 17 21 22 R0 4 6 8 4 9
ateur Dromatics 50 17 1z I5 21 25 5 6 10 23
Playing Croquct 45 15 16 17 20 % 4 5 5 11
Playing Football 37 12 8 9 11 3 12 16 6 14
Attonding Fairs 29 10 11 12 6 7 8 10 4 9
Playing Pocl & Billiards 23 8 11 12 1 1 11 14 0 0
attending Basketball Games 20 7 9 10 2 2 7 9 2 5
attending Baseball Gares 19 6 5 5 8 9 3 & 3 7
Painting 14 5 3 3 9 11 1 1 1 2
Floying Tcanis 9 3 2 2 5 6 0] 0] 2 5




for reading, auto driving, listening to radio, friendly visitiug, playi?g cards?
attending parties, shows, and picnics, swinrming, playing basket ball and observing
basket ball games.

On the basis of these data, it may be tentatively concluded ﬁhgx as'far
as the couparative popularity of the leisure-time activities COns?dereg in this
survey is concerned, there were no great differences between the in=school and
out=of=school groups. Thcre were also no great differences to bc observed accord=
ing to agec. The groatest difforcnces werce noted between the sexes ?nd among
individuals. (Sec the following scction on total number of activities pOF indie
viduale) The mles showed greater intcrost in sports and active gaues while the
fomales gave greatcer attention to reading, music, fancy work and picnics.

Numb.r of Activitics Per Individuals The total number of activiticg per
pcrson is of intcrest. The mean participation, in tcrms of number of cctivities
was as followss

Attonding School Not .ttending School

Males 1762 1248
Femalos 1642 1340

Thus of the activitics considered, thosc persons attonding school participated to
some dogrec in about 45 per cent, and thosc not attending school participated in
about 35 per cent. The factor of school attendance was more significant than sex
in accounting for variztion, as the above figurcs show. Voriation zlso occurred
according to oge. There was o noticeable tendency for the number of activitices

to decline os the age increascd. Howover, the fact that few persons cbove the age
of 18 years were still attending school makes it appear likely that school attend-
oncc vuas tig, mest significant factor associcted with this decline in aumver of
activitics,ir

There vas great individual variation in activitioss. Tvwo mcles and 8 fe-
males perticipated in less than five of these 42 activitics, vhile 14 males and ©
females porticipated in 25 or moro,

Ve Activity Wishcs

It is importont to know not only whot youth orc doing but alsc what they
would like to do. Vhat arc their wishes for activity and stotus? Various means
of obtaining dota bearing upon this question might be cmploycds The resources
available and the scmewhat practical chbjective of this investigoation resulted in
o limited cxcursion imtc this ficld. The persons intcerviewed were asked rcgerding
their vocationel plans and preferences, and their interest in certoin group fac-
ilitics, beyend what they then posscssed, as meons to persenal cad socicl improve-
ment. The results are of intercst,

dotail Thglimmcdiaﬁc vocational plans of these young pcople are sct forth in
ctail in Table 10. The goneral moture of their plans may be indiceted G
fellouing tobulations g d tomted by the

fgbsbh?uiw:l{ the samc conclusions with respect to acctivity participation by
age and scx ucre rcached some years age in ancther study. Sce Lively, G, i,

;gur;% ?gcroation in Two Ohio Cocuntics," Ohio State University Studics, 1927,
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- In School Net In School
Plan Total Moles Fermoles lialcs Fenales
Nce Pct, No. Pcte No. Pct. No, Pct, No, Pcte
Total 300 100 94 100 85 100 77 100 44 100
Continuc Schocling 85 28 48 51 32 38 4 5 1 2
Farming or Homemaking 117 39 17 18 14 16 54 70 32 173
Miscelilancous Occupations 9 3 2 2 2 2 3 4 2 5
Unccrtoin 89 30 27 29 37 44 16 21 9 20

Less thon half of those persons still attending school expected t¢ continue scme
soert of schooling. The girls wcre cpparcently less certain of the future than the
boys. More than 70 pcr cent of thosc not attending scheol cxpected to be conccrned
with farming or homemaking. Mcst cof them planncd teo remoin ot home.

Table 10s= Thc Immediate Vocational Plans of 300 Rural Young Men ond “Joraen,
16 tc 24 Yoars of Agc,y by School Attendance ond Sex

In School Net In School
Plan Total Males  Femalcs Malcs Fcmalcs

Totol 300 94 85 79 44
Continuc Scheoling 85 48 32 4 1
Finish GScheol 55 34 21 - -
Go tc Scheel 11 4 4 P 1
Go to Cellege 8 4 3 1 -
Finish High Schcol 3 2 1 - -
Attend autc School 2 1 - 1 -
Attend Business College 2 - 2 - -
Attend School of Nursing 1 - 1 - -
Attend Jiviction School 1 1 - - -
Study Undertcking 1 1 - - -
Study fcr Civil Scrvice 1 1 - - -
Farming and Homemaking 117 17 14 54 32
Tarm 25 2 - 23 -
Work on IFarm 6 1 - 5 -
Farm at Hene 2 1 - 1 -
Stay on Foam 8 2 - 4 2
Stay Heme 66 9 12 19 26
Help ot Homc 5 & 1 2 -
Kcep Huuse 3 - - - 3
Housc erk 1 - 1 - -
Get tiarried 1 - - - 1
Nisccllancous Occupotions 9 2 2 3 2
Tcach Schocl 1 - - - 1
Stencgrapher 1 - 1 - -
Organization tork 1 - 1 - -
Work in Crecomcry 1 1 - - -
Work in Becuty Parlcer 1 - - - 1
Work in Garoge 1 - - 1 -
Werk in Shep 1 - - 1 -
Vlork for ilcighbors 1 - - 1 -
Ge Jest fur Health 1 1 - - -
Unccertain ’ 8¢ 27 37 16 9
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Table 1le= The Vocatiocnal Choices of 300 Rurzl Young iicn and “Jomen,
16 to 24 Years of Age Classified by Broad Occupa-
ticnal Groups, by School Attendance and Scx

In School Not In School
Occupation Total Males Females  licles Femeles

All Occupctions 300 94 85 77 44
Agriculturc, Torestry and Fishing 45 17 - 28 -
Farmcr 38 14 - 24 -
Chicken Farming 1 1 - - -
Agriculturc 1 1 - - -
Milk Businecss 1 1 - - -
Dairy Farming 1 - - 1 -
Farmer and Miner 1 - - 1 -
Forest Rangcer 2 - - 2 -
Extraction of Mincerals 3 1 - 2 -
Mining 1l 1 - - -
Mine Coal 1 1 - - -
Drill 0il 7/ells 1 - - 1 -
Manufacturing and Mcchanical Industrics 18 6 - 12 -
Mcchanic 4 3 - 1 -
Radio Mcchanic 1 1 - - -
Auto licchanic 3 1 - 2 -
Aviation Kcchanic 1 1 - - -
Factory TJork 7 - - 7 -
Corpenter 1 - - 1 -
Elcctrical lechanic 1 - - 1 -
Tronsportaticn and Communication 17 14 - 3 -
Air Pilot 8 7 - 1 -
Mail Clerk 4 3 - 1 -
Mail Carricr 2 2 - - -
Mail Scrvice 1 1 - - -
Reilvay Engincer 1 1 - - -
Railway Clerk 1 - - 1 -
Trade 6 3 - 3 -
Busincss 3 1 - 2 -
Funercl Dircctor 2 2 - - -
Salcsman 1 - - 1 -
Public Scrvice (n. c. co) 1 - - 1 -
Government iJork 1 - - 1 -
Profesgional Service 88 22 40 13 13
Tcacher 27 6 14 3 4
Tecach llusic 4 1 1 - P
Teach Vocational Agriculture PJ 2 - - -
Teach Science 1 1 - - -
Tcach Latin or Mathcmatics 1 1 - - -



Tablc 1l.- The Veocational Cheices of 300 Rural Young len and “Jorcn,
16 to 24 Yecars of Agc Classificd by Brcad Occupce
tional Groups, by School Attendance and Scx (cont'd.)

In Scheol Not In School
Occupation, Total Malos Females  linles Females
Professional Scrvico (continued)
Coach Athletics 4 3 - 1 -
Teach Home Dconomics 1 - 1 - -
Teach Social Scicnce 1 - 1 - -
Teach Kindcrgarten 2 - 1 - 1
Physical Dirccter 1 - - 1 -
Phormacist 1 1 - - -
Elcetrical Engincer 2 2 - - -
Mechanical Enginecr 1 - - 1 -
Engincer 1 1 - - -
Journalist 2 1 - 1 -
Musician 4 2 - 1 1
Agricultural Spccialist 1 1 - - -
Nursc 22 - 18 - 4
Dictitian 2 - 2 - -
Librarian 1 - 1 - -
Drcss Designer 1 - 1 - -
Doctor 2 - - 2 -
Professional Ball Flayer 1 - - 1 -
Extension TJork 1 - - 1 -
Veterinarian 1 - - 1 -
Homec Dcemonstrotion Agent 1 - - - 1
Domestic and Perscnal Scrvice 4 - 3 - 1
Beauty Culture 3 - 2 - 1
Hotel Hostess 1 - 1 - -
Clorical 10 - 7 1 2
Officec iork 4 - 1 1 2
Officc Secrctary 1l - 1 - -
Stenographer 3 - 3 - -
Bookkecper 2 - 2 - -
Misccllancous 26 3 7 5 11
Homomaker 17 - 6 - 11
Travel 2 1 - 1 -
Business Course 1 1 - - -
Radio Ficld 1 1 - - -
Oratory 1 - 1 - -~
Worlk in Toun 2 - - 2 -
Laborer 2 - - P -
Undgcidod 82 28 28 10 18




Table 11 shows the vocational choices of these 300 young pcople. Each
person intcrviewed was asked to stato what occupation he expected tc follow for
a life work. Of the total, 82 werce undccided and offered no choicc. The per=
contage of fomales in that group was higher than the perecentage of malces. N1n9
gave general answors that could not be accurately classified in the stondard list
of vocations cmployed by the U. S. Census Burcaus Scventcen females stated that
they cxpected tc become homemakcrs and, hence, connot be included in the list o?
gainful cccupations. All others arc classified by basic occupational groups, with
cach specific occupation listed as necarly as possible in the words of the pcrson
intervicwed.

Tablce 12~ Percentage Distribution of the Vocational Choices of 126 iicles
and 66 Fomales, 16 to 24 Yoears of .ge, Comparcd with the
Distribution of Gainfully Employed Workcrs, 18 tc 24
Yoars of iAge, in Ohio, 1930

Males Ferales
Occupation This Us S5« Census This U. S. Census
Survoy. 1930 Survey 1930
All Gccupations 100 100.0 100 100.0
Agriculturc, TForestry & Fishing 36 12,7 - 0.3
Extraction of liinecrals 2 1.7 - #
Manufacturing and lechanical
Industrics 14 44,8 - 202
Tronsportation and Communication 13 10.7 - 444
Trade 5 12,0 . - 10.4
Public Service (n. ce co) 1 0.7 - 0.1
Profecssioncl Service 28 442 80 1347
Domestic and Personal Scrvice - 365 6 19.1
Clerical 1 9.7 14 31.8
f Less thon Oel por conte .

In Tcable 1% the choices of the 192 individuals that cxpressed o definite
vocational intcrest that could be classified arc exprcssed os @ perccantoge distri-
bution, This distribution is compared with thc percentage distribution of all
persons 18 to 24 ycars of age in Ohio whe worce gainfully cmployed in 1930. The
comparison roveals several intcrosting pointse In the first plece, the proportion
of males preporing to enter forming os a permanent vocation was ncarly three times
as large as the proportion of youth of similar age in that occupation. This sit=
uation was no deubt to be oxpected in viow of the fact that these youth had been
brought up in agriculture, or closely associcted with itj thot they were living
in the midst of on cconomic depression in which the population trend vwos toward
the land, and in which the calls of urban industry werc strangcly silent.

. In the socond place, the males shewed a decided preference for the pro=-
fessional occupitions and a pronounced neglect of the manufocturing and mechanical
industrics, the clerical trodos and commercial tradee To some cxtemt this moy olso
be at?ributod to the lack of opportunity in these ficlds rosulting from the de-
pression,

In the third place, the females showed no preforences outside of pro=
fessional scrvice, clerical and domestic and personal services Thc concentration
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of thcir choices in the professional group was cven morc pronounced than that of
the mles. Cf ccurse, many would choose farming by way of marriage but such a
checice could not be classified as a "gainful occupation."

The question, "What type of orgeonization would you like te scc formed
in your cormunity?" brought the following rcplicss

Number Per Cent

Don't know = Never thought about it 125 43
Boy or Girl Scout = Rescrves 50 17
Senior Boy and Girl Organization 22 8
None = not interestod 22 8
Social Orgonizat ion 20 7
Recrcation Club- 10 3
County Organization 9 3
Agriculture Club of some kind 9 3
Religious Organization 7 2
Grange 4 1l
Hiking Club 4 1
Reading Club 4 1
Music Club 3 1
Dramatic Club 3 1
Miscollanecous 8 2

Total 300 100

The results indicate that 43 per cent of the people intervieved had no
suggestion t¢ cffer regarding now types of organization in the cormunity. This
proportion mey not be unusually high. Indeod, if the general run of the adult
rural population wore imterviewod with the same question, the proportion failing
to ansver would probably be higher.f It appears to be clear that large numbers of
rural pcople are still unaware of the benefits to be derived through o planned
cormunity organizat ions The young people in question have grown up in 2 more or
less established rural community. They have taken these communities for gronted
as they are. So far, life for them has been regarded as lorgely on individual
process. The process of social organization and social change in response to the
collective nceds and wants of individuals is not yet clear to theme The benefits
to bo derived from o ploanned and controlled cormunity organization are still vague
to thems Perhaps it is now time to place as nuch emphasis upon the noture of the
social process and the means of its improvement as in the past has bcen placed
upon the formulae for individual successe

The investigator found these young poople very susccptiblec to suggestions
rogarding what might intorest them., It was ovident that they desired to noeet with
other youth of their own age, to make new acqucintances and to have o good tince
They desired ncw oxperience and much frcedom, Many stated that they would like

# Compgrc Livc%y, C. Eo, "Rural Rocrcation in Two Ohio Countics," Ohio Statc Unie
versity Studies, 1927, pp. 88ff. In answer to the question, "Whot is the great=-

est rccreational need of the community?" 70 per cent of thc people imterviewed
offcred no answer, .
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to leave homc to work but were unable to find employment. It.WLUld appear thét
orgonized effort to imtercst and aid these youth should be guided by thesc prin-

ciplese

The investigator inquired of thesc young people whether thcy would like
to attend ncct ings at the county scat with othor young persons qf thelr cwn age,
and if so what thoy would like to do at such mectings. Of the 295 pcrsons ansver=
ing this question, 198 (66%) answored in the affirmative. Therc was a higher pcre=
centage of uncertainty in the Medina and Muskingum county aroas thon in any 9f the
others. Toble 13 shows the distribution of answers. Therc were no ucrked dif-
ferences between the groups in school and thosc not in schoole

Table 13e= Answers to the Question "Would you like to attend rcctings ot
tho Coumty Seat with young people of your age for work
and discussion?"

In School Not In School
Totals Morgan Logan Mus~ o= Liorgan Logon lus-  Lic=
kingun dina kinpgun dina
Yos 198 40 27 22 26 20 22 19 22
No 43 7 1 0 6 7 3 8 11
Don't Know 54 7 1 25 16 1 0 2 2
No Information -] -x 0 0 0 0 2 0 2
Total 300 55 20 47 48 28 27 29 37
Per cent Affirmative 66 73 93 a7 54 71 81 65 59

inswers tc the question, "What would you like tc do at such mectings?"
showed littlc uniformity of desires, cxccpt for recreation, The largest number of
cases (171) fecll in this gencral class when broadly interpreted to include sccia=
bility also. Gotting acquainted, singing, gmmes, sports, dancing, od droamatics
were nost prominent. Fourtcen persons dosired to study sone phasce of forming,
and 6 sore phasc of home economics. Six wanted to study rusic, and 5 were intcre
csted in social problemse Other suggestions were for rcading, crafts, art, youth
problens, vocations, public spoaking and club work., There were nony other niscele
lancous suggestions of a diverse and vague sort, such as "voaried program," and
"take an active parte" Thus it is clear that the predouninant intcrest was in
rocroation and sociability. '

answers to the quostion, "Would you attend a night school once a week
if one werc held at the county scat of your county during thce winter riomths?"
showed lecss intcrest than was monifosted in group reotings. Only oncethird cf
the 300 pcrsons gave affirmative answers, Logan County showed the greatest inter-
c¢st and i‘cdina and Muskingun the least. There was no significant differcnce
between the group attending school and the group not in school. Sec Table 14,

Statcrents indicating what these young people would like to study at
such o school werce widely divergent., Only three topics rcceived aos irny as 10
expressions ¢f intercst. Twenty-six persons would like to study somc phase
of farming, 14 somec phaso cf business and cormicrcial work, and 10 werc intecrested
in studying sorc aspect of home cconomics, Others were scattcred over a wide
range of subjccts. Those recciving morc than one expression of imbtcrest were
nusic, languages and literature, nechanics, nathenatics, dranatics, social prob-
lens, public spcaking ond art. . still greater varicty of subjects was suggested
by singlc individuals,



Table 14.- Answers to the Question, "Would you attend a night school once
a week if one were held at the County Seat of your county
during the winter months?"

In School Not In School
Totals Mor- Lo= Mus- Me= lior- Lo~ lus=- Ma=
gan _ gan kingum dina gan gon kingum ding

Yes 98 18 22 6 11 13 10 12 6
No 119 22 7 19 15 10 10 12 24
Uncertain 65 14 20 21 5 3 2
No Information 18 1 . _=2 X 7 2 S
Total 300 55 29 47 48 28 27 29 37
Per cent Affirmative 33 33 76 13 23 46 37 4l 16

VI. Brief Case Studises

After depicting the activities of these rural youth in a somewhat
piecemeal manner, it seems desirable, if not necessary, to present some synthesis
of the data in the form of typical case studies, The objective of this investi-
gation is that of portraying the status, activities and interests of individualse
This can scarcely be done with accuracy and completeness without dopicting the
status, activities and interests of typical individuals.

The following case studies are offered mersly as suggestive samples.
The chief principle of selection employed was that each must be markedly different
from the others. With deliberate intent, however, the number of cases of youth
not attending school was made greater than their relative importancc in the sample.
This was done on the assumption that thc youth not attending school reproscent moro
nearly a neglccted group than thosc still attending schooly and consecgucntly
morit closcr attention,

Males

Case 1. Willard was 19 and livoed with his parents on a 240 acre farm, His paronts
were ronters but had purchased a farm and plannced to move to it thc following yoar.
He had onc brother and onc sister younger than himsclf, and two brothcrs and two
sistcrs older, He had dropped out of school after completing the 9th, grade. He
did not like school and preferrcd to worke At the time of thc intervicw he was
working for thec landlord for monthly wages. He plannod to continue his job until
his fathcr moved to his new farm and then help him. He preferrcd to obtain some
sort of work in town, but as a socond choicc would help his father, He uas a
mcmber of the Mcthodist church, He attended about 22 times per ycar and contribe-
uted about $1,00, He attended Sunday School 30 times por year and contributed
$1.50. He though he rcad about one hour per day, but had rcad no books during

the previous six mowths and would name no magazines which he read freguently. He
spent about 50 hours por month auto driving, and averaged about onc square dance,
onc movic, one party and one card game per month. He went hunting about 24

times a ycar and swimming about 15 times. He also saw about five boscball games
per year. all of the activitics, with the oxception of the movic occurred in the
neighborhood, Hc desired to bclong to some social group for a good time., He
would be intcrested in attending mectings of young pcoplc of his own age at the
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county scate His chief intcrest at such mcetings would be play and recrecation.
He was intcrested in loarning morce about farming.

Case 2, Paul was 18 and lived with his parcnts on a 160-acre farm, Hc had a
brother oldcr and a sister youngoer than himsclf. He completed high school and
wont onc year to college, but quit for financial reasons. At the time of tho
interview he was working at home with no arrangement for economic return. His
parents owned the farm, and he planned to take charge of it somec tinc. He ex-
pected to continuc working at home for two years and then rcturn to school. Heo
did not know what he wanted to select as a life work. Poul did not belong to

any organizations except the church and he did not attend that. He uscd to
attend regularly, he said, but conflict ovcr dancing arose and he quite. Said ha,
"I dance and I don't care who knows it,"

For leisure-time activities, Paul rcad magazines about half on hour a
daye. He had rcad no books during the previous six months, and his favorite
magazines wero the American and Successful Farming. He listonod to the radio
about an hour a day, spent 2 hours a day auto driving and an hour and a half
loafing about homec or at the neighborhood storc. He went to dances five times
per month and shous or movies five times, played cards four times per month and
attended onc party. He went hunting about 10 times a year and switming R5 timese
He clso visited the county fair cvery year. He was interested in basket ball,
and played in the neighborhood about 7 times per year ond was o spectotor at
about 5 other gomes. He also attended city basoball games about tuice o year,

This boy had never thought much about forming useful orgonizations in
the community. He was intcrested, however, whon asked if he would like to attend
county=widc mcetings of young people of his owm age. He had no suggcstion ro=
garding thc program of such meetings.

Casc 3s Chestor lived with his family on a 250-acrc farm owned by his fathers
His mother is dead. He was 20 years of oge at the time of the intervisw, and had
onc brothcr aged 7 and two sisters aged 11 and 18 respectively. Hc had completed
8 grades of schooling, and didn't carc to go further. He had becn out of school
four ycars at the time of the interview and was working at home and raising some
hogs for himsclf, Ho did met know how long he might continuc thot arrcngoment ,
but was certcin that ho wanted to become o farmer and was planning to tcke charge
of the homc farm some day. He would like to be able to travel.

wo organized agencies touched Chester dircctly. He was a member of
the Mcthodist church and attended about three times a years He did not contribe
utc to its finoncial support. He was also o member of the Grange, paid his dues
and attended cbout six times a year,

For lcisurc-time activitics, Chestcr spent about 40 hecurs per month
reading., His favorite mogazines were the Saturday Evening Post, the Chio Farmer
and the Former's Wifc. During the previous six monmths he had also recd "Riders
of the Purple Sage," "Betty Zane," and "{/hen 2 Mon's a lian."

In addition to roading, this youth went tc six dances o month at o
distoence of 12 miles, played cards and other similar games 6 times o month,
visited cbout the community about once o week, went to four picnics o year, wont
fishing § times, hunting 24 times and swinming 20 timcs o ycar. He also attended
the county and stote fairs, He occasionally observed a football, basket bell or
basebll game at the nearcst village.
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Chester thought a young people's group in his community weuld be a )
good thing. He was interested in the idea of a county=widoe group of yout? of his
own age and said such a group would be useful for making new friends, having a
good time and talking over common problemss

Femalog

Case le Lucy was 17 at the time of the interviow. Sho had 2 brothers and 2
sisters and lived with her parents on a general farm of 103 acres, Hor porents
owned tho farm, She was attending school at the time of the interview and was

in the 11th grades She was taking a commercial ccurse. She belonged to tho
Grango ond attended four times a yoare. She was a member of tho Methodist churche
attendod 25 times a year and contributed $2.,00, She attonded Sunday School 40
timos a year and contributed $2,00. B8ho was a 4~H Club membor, cttended 8 times
a year, and was also reécreation leader of the clube She belonged to a young
people®s club of which ghe was secrotary; she attended 11 timos a year and paid
$1¢75 in duese Her other leisurc-time activities were as followss reading 30
hours a month, listening to the radie 60 hours a month, playing musiccl instru-
ments about 15 hours per menth, playing cards 4 timos per momth, going to parties
and shows twice per month, going visiting 4 times 2 month and attending farmers'
institute 4 times a year. She also managed to attend three picnics and go fishing
about threc times per year, She liked to play with football, basket ball and
bascball and played croquet about 70 times a scason.

Her favoritc magazines were National Geographic, Epworth Herald and
Amorican, Shc had read "Coming Through the Rye" during the previous six months,
She wantcd tc sco a Girl Scout organization formed in the community. She wished
also to attcend county meetings of young people of her own age in order to make
now friends.

Casc 2o Mabel was the eldost of threc sisters., She was 20 and they were 17 and
11 respoctively. She lived with them and her father in a rented place in the open
country, Hor father was a carpenter, Hor mother was dead and being thc oldest
sho was the homemoker., She had completed 10 grades in school and had becn out

ono year at the time of tho intcrview. She had assumed the dutics of homemaker
with no arrongoment for cconomic return, and cxpected to continue as such for

some timee She regardod homemaking as her probable life worky but stated that

she desired to go to school and would do so if she had the oppertunitye

Mabel was not a church member but she attended both church and Sunday
School about o third of the time and comtributed about one dollar a year to oache
She bclonged to no organizations. Her two leisure=time activities were foncy
work and listening to the Victrola. She had done ne reading during the six menths
prior to the interview. She could think of no organizotion that she would like
to see ostablished in her commnity, but thought she would be intemestod in mecte
ing with young pecople of her own age at the county seat. Shoe would be interested
in studying homemaking at such mcetings,

Case 3, Virginia was 19 and lived with her parents on a 43-acrec gencral farm,
Her father opcrated the farm, which was owned by her grandparcnts, and her mother
worked in a restaurant. She had one brother, aged 16, She had completed 11
grades in school, taking a general coursc, and had boon out of school two years
at the time of the intorview, She did not like the school she was required to

iﬁtend. She preferred another but tuition charges prevented her attendance
Cr'Ce
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At the time of the imterview Virginia was living and viorking at home
with no arrongcment for economic return. Sho expected to stay at home for some
time, and did not know what her futurc was likely to be, She did not belong to
any church but attcended both church and Sunday Scheool occasionclly, ond contribe-
uted o little to their support. She had previously beon a member of the Grongo.
She was o member of o local 4=-H Club and attended 12 times per yeare Her chief
leisure=time intcrests were recading ond fancy work, Sho road cbecut 18 hours per
month, chicfly magoazines.s Sho complained of the scarcity of books, Hcer favorite
magazines vicre McColls and Ladies Home Journal. She did fancy work cbout 44
hours per month, played musical instrumcnts 5 hours, and spent 12 hours auto
driving. She attonded 3 shows, onc party and onc danco o monthj; played cards
about twice and went visiting oncec per month; saw an occasional baseball game,
and attended the county fair.

Virginia thought therc should be an organization in the cormunity just
for young pcoplc of abcut hor own age. She thought county meetings for young
pcoplc of her age would be intcresting and cxpressed o desire to gect acquainted
and play games at such meetings, “Shc cnquired about advanced projccts in 4-H
Club work,
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