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Issues with the New Subject “Public” and the Ideal Course of Action for
Civic Education
Through the Discussions from the Working Group on Social Studies, Geography, History, and Citizens

i
FUJIWARA Kengo

In this paper, I analyzed a couple of the wide-ranging issues brought up by the Working Group
on Social Studies, Geography, History, and Citizens, a committee established by the Central
Council for Education’s Department of Curriculum. The two points I analyzed are, why this
new subject will be called “Public”, and whether it should be about “participating in society”
or “participating in society and nation”. As a result, I confirmed the existence of the problem
on how to perceive the relationships between “individual”, “public”, and “nation” at the root
of those discussions. The Central Council for Education explained in a report about the
configuration of “Public” stating, “Firstly, students will learn that an independent entity is not
someone who lives in isolation, but rather is a someone who cooperates with others to create
public spaces, such as their nation or society.” However, with this expression, there is a risk
of simultaneously incorporating the notion of an independent “individual” with the notion of
‘nation’. In order to not to stray from the Fundamental Law of Education, which states
educational objectives such as, “Education must be provided with the aim of fully developing
the individual character, as we endeavor to cultivate a people that is sound in mind and body
and imbued with the qualities that are necessary in the people who make up a peaceful and

>

democratic nation and society,” and the Japanese Constitution Article 13, which states, “All
of the people shall be respected as individuals,” we should promote civil education by first
establishing the independent “individual” (full development of personality) before raising

citizens to form a peaceful and democratic nation and society.

Keywords : New subject “Public”; Working Group on Social Studies, Geography, History, and
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