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STRATEGIES FOR SERVING VETERAN & MILITARY-AFFILIATED STUDENTS IN ACADEMIC LIBRARIES

Sarah LeMire, First Year Experience and Outreach Librarian, Texas A&M Universit
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The category “veteran and military-affiliated students” Veteran and service members as at-risk students: - - Examples of what your library can do:

Includes the following: ~ ~ \eteran and service member students frequently are nontraditional “ « Dedicate study spaces for student veterans and service
. Military veterans (separated from the military) - students. Research by the American Council on Education suggests that f members (WVU Libraries, 2017)
. Active duty service members ' veteran, active duty, and reservist students are likely to have at least one, [ Highlight veteran and military-friendly study spaces in the

- Reservists (National Guard and Reserves) - and often multiple, Department of Education-identified risk factor such as: library (LeMire, 2015)
» Military spouses « Delayed enrollment in college : Collect materials of interest to veterans and service

»  Military dependents » Part-time enrollment in college 1 rrger_nbers, includ_ing s_uch topics as VA_benefits, coping_ with
» Military survivors |+ Financial independence it military-related impairments, and family support (Sopiarz,

» Having dependents (Molina & Morse, 2015) L 2016)
» Develop targeted outreach for student veterans and service

» Far more likely than civilian students to be over 25 _ members, including participation in any campus orientations
»  More likely to be first-generation students | Research by the American Council on Education suggests that student for veterans

»  Mostly male (~75%), but women veterans overrepresented veterans and service members have considerable demands on their time, E Embed information literacy content in any campus courses

Student veterans and service members are unigque:
Academic outcomes of veterans and service members:

(Kim & Cole, 2013) but they spend as much time as their civilian peers on their coursework and targeting student veterans and service members
preparing for class (Kim & Cole, 2013)

Research by Student Veterans of America suggests that: “"'—_——

 Student veterans tend to take a different path to degree attainment, ~ Want to learn more?

including switches between full- and part-time enroliment and ~ In our recently-published book, Kristen Mulvihill Sgﬁglsl\éﬁ

temporary withdrawals "1 and | share our perspective as librarians and WHD
Student veterans have a similar likelihood of degree completion to other (& veterans ourselves and the strategies we use to

students, but It can take longer for student veterans (Cate, 2014) = serve the veteran and military communities in our
libraries.

Veteran and military-student enrollment in higher
education:

VA Education Benefits Usage
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How colleges and universities are responding:
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- Many colleges and universities have developed programs and services in
2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 - response to the influx of student veterans and service members. Common

e POS1-9/1 ] s VIGIB-AD MGIB-SR REAP s DE A e \/E AP esmmm—\/RAP Strateg i eS i n C I u d e . 'i Kim, Y.M. & Cole, J.S.(2013). Student veterans/service members’ engagement in college and university life and education. \Washington, D.C.: American Council
- on Education.,
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