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CHAPTER I
The Problem and Egyptian Backgrounda

For many years a difference of opinion has exlsted regard-
ing the real origin of the ancient Egyptisns and the relative
effectiveness of thelr religion. The majority of the claims
made by different sutiorities have been based upon limited
observation.

Statement of the Problem. It will be the purpose of this
study a) to make cursery study of the origin of the name Egypt,
the origin of the Bgyptians and their vearious religious beliefs;
b) to compare the diffsrent opinions of euthorities and histe-
risne; ¢) to show the effect of that religion on the ancient
Egyptisns; d) to present facts from which the reader can declare
the vanity end vileness of that religion.

Importance of the Study. Anclent &s well as modern Egypt

has frequently been stressed as one of the most important seats
of oivilization in ancient history. General recognition by
historians, and professors of the philosophy of religion, of
the importance of Egypt, has been little and inadequate. 1In
this study, although it is limited and presented as vitamins
in small capsules, an attempt will be made to employ new tech-
niques, aiming to discover a new wealth of material covering
the develepment of that rellgion.

The Location of Egypt. Egypt is thaet country which 1is

located at the corner, where Asis, Lurope, and Africe meet.

Such & locatlon is one of the most important snd strategilc



points in the world; the gateway between LEast and West; the
battlefield of brain end brawn. Add to this the project of
the Suez Canal which connects the Mediterranean snd the Ked
Sea, and it became & point of change in the history of navi-
gation.

Throughout the report of this investigation, the term
Egypt shall be interpreted as meaning that country whose recent
bourdaries are composed of the Mediterranean in the north, Wadi
Halfa in the scuth on the second csataract, Suez Canal on the Reéd
Sea 1n the esst, and to an indefinite line in the desert in the
west. Out of four hundred thousand square miles, about thirteen
thousand squars miles are inhebited by about twenty-two million
Egyptisna.

The Divisions of Egypt. Ancient Egypt was divided into

three sections. The first was Thebes or Upper Egypt (ebydos).
Its most famoua cities are Karnak, Luxor and Thebes. The second
section was leptanomis, or the Middle kgypt (Mamph) or (Heropolis).
The third section was Delta, or Lower Egypt (Helliopolis). There
were southermmost parte such a® Llephantine Island in the Nile,
and Nubias, or ancimnt Ethiopla. Egypt now is divided into two
distinct parts under one government, Lower Egypt and Upper Egypt.
Upper Egypt begins with the scuth of Cairo, the capital, and ex-
tends to the south of Nubia. Its inhablitantse claim that they are
the true representatives of the ancient pharaochs. They are agri-
culturists. Because of language dialects and different skin
colours, this part mey be divided in the realm of civillzation
into first, middle and far upper Lgypt. Lower Egypt (Lelta) ex-
tends from the north of Cairo, the capital, to the lediterranean



in the north, Suez Canal in the east, snd VWestern Desert in the
west. In Lower Lgypt people work as artisans, money changers,

and employers. That country, Egypt, with such & locatlion and
boundaries, includes in the present a strip of Arabia in the east
of Susz Canal and Alnuble and to an uncertaln section in the Sudan.

The Geography of Egypt. The physical formation of Egypt

would cover some centuries, before Egypt ordained its first king
Menes, Some modern geologlats declare that the Nile must have
worked at the formation of Egyestuary seventy-four thousand years.
But this is certalinly exaggerated, for the salluvium deposit would
gain in the shallow of ths anclent gulf far more rapidly than its
gain upon the depths of the Mediterranean. Professor Maspero says,
"But even though we reduce that period, we must still edmit that
the Egyptiens little suspected the true sge of their counbry.“l
Again he says, "Not only the Delta long preceded the coming of
Menes, but its plan was entirely completed before their first
arrival."?

Some historians ssy that the Mediterranean once reached te
the foot of the sand plateau, on which stand the pyramids,and
formed & wide gulf where now stretches plain beyond plalin of the
Delta. Some still believe that there were three chiefloutlets
of the Nile. The Conopic branch flowed westward and fell into
the Mediterranean near Cap Abu-Kir coast line. The Pelusioe
branch was following the length of the Arabian desert chain and

flowed forth at the other extremity. The Sebennytic stream bi-

1. Maspero, G., Dewn of Civilization (the Nile and Egypt),

Pe 3o
2. Ibid.



sected the triangle contained between the two former channels.
Two thousand years ago they were separsted from the main river
at the city called Cirkasores, nearly four miles north of the
S8ite where Cairo now stends.

As the land rises toward the south, this web contracts and
is less confused, while black mould and cultivetion alike dwindle
and the fawn-colored line of the desert comes into sight. The
Libyan and Arabian hills appear sbove the plain, draw nearer to
ssch other and graduslly shut in the horizon until it seems as
though they would unite. And thers the Delta ends and Egypt
proper has begun.

It is only a strip of vegetable mould stretching north and
south between regicns of drought and desolaticn, & prolonged
casis on the banks of the river, made by the Nile and sustained
by the Nile. The whole lsngth of the land 1s& shut in between
two rarges of hills, roughly parallel at & mean distance of about
twelve miles.

The Nile, which created the velley home of the early Egyptlans,
rises three degrees south of the equator and flows into the Medl~-
terranean at over three degrees and a half north latitude. It
attains & length of some four thousand miles and vies with the
greatest rivers of the world, emerging from the laskes of Lqua~
torial Africa. The priver kept the secret of its source from the e
Egyptians as obstinately as 1t withheld it from us until a few
years ago. The Egyptians never saught 1ts source. The Nile was
sald to have its source in Paradlse, to traverse burning reglons
inaccessable to man and afterwards to fall into & sea, whence it
made its way to Hgypt. The helght of the Nile after the neigh-
borhood of Abu Hamed three hundred miles below Khartum, capital
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of the Suden, increases rapidly day by day after the middle of
May. The river scnstantly reinforced by flooda following one

upen another, from the Grest Lakes, and from Abyssinia, rises

in furious bounds and would become s devastating torrent were

its rege not checked by the Nublen Catersct.

Egypt is then one sheet of turbid water spreading between
two lines of rock and send flecked with green and black mpots
where there are cities, towns and villages, or where the ground
rises and is divided into irregular compartments by raised roeds
connecting the villages. The ruddy and heavily charged waters,
rising and retiring with almost mathematical regulerity, bring
and leave the apeils of the ocountries they have traversed: sand
from Nubla, whitish clay frem the regions of the ﬁakea, ferru~
ginous med and the various roeck~formation of Abyesinie. Theae
meterials ere not uniformly disseminated in the deposit, thelr
precipitations being regulated both by their specific gravity
and the velocity of the current. Soll, which is entirely de~
pendent on the deposit of a river, and pericdically invaded by
it, necessarily maintaine but & socanty flora; and though 1t is
well known that, &8s & general rule, & flors 18 rieh in ite pro-
portien to iits distance from the poles end its appromch to the
equator, it 1a also admitted that Egypt offsrs an exception to
this rule. ™At the most, she has not more than a thousand spe~-
cles, and of this thousand, the greater number are not indigenous.
Many of them have been brought from Central Africa by the river;
birds end winds have continued the work, and man himsslf has con-

tributed hia pert in making it more complete. From Asia he has
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at different times brought wheat, barley, the olive, the apple,
the white or pink almond, and some twenty other species now accli~
matized on the banks of the Nile. Marsh plants are predominate
in the Delts; but the papyrus and the three varietiss of blue,
white, and pink letus which once flourished there, being no
longer cultivated, have now almost entirely disappeared, and
reverted to their original habitats. The sycamore and the date
palm, both importations from Central Africa, have better adapted
themselvea to thelr exile and are now fully naturealized on
Egyptian soll. If Egypt 1s & land of imported flora, it is

also a land of imported faune, and all its animal species have
been brought from neighbouring countries. Some of these, for
example, the horse and the camel, were only introduced at s
eomparatively recent period, two thousand to eighteen hundred
years before our eraj the camel still latter. To know some-
thing more sbout the horse and the camel, ses Maspero.” The
animala, such as the long and short~horned oxen, together with
varieties of goats and dogs, are like the plants generally of
African origin, and the ass of Egypt preserves an original puri-
Ity of form and & vigour to which the European donkey has long
been & stranger. The pig and the wild bear, the long eared
hare and others are as much West Aslan as Afrlcans. "Every=~
thing is dependent upon the river: the soil, the produce of
the soil, the specles of animsls it bears, the birds whioch it
feeds, and hence it was the Igyptians placed the river among

their goda.“4

3. Ibldo, ps 32 and pp 26-37.
4. Ibido, PP 36, 37«



In the antiquity and in Egyptology, it was said, "Egypt
18 the gift of the Nile."® Especially, the Delta 12z from s
formula frequently found on funerary stelas where the following
is read: "All things are created by hsaven, given by earth,
brought by the Nile from its mysterious socurces or 'the Milky
Way.1"8

The Egyptians personified the Nile as a men with regular
features and & vigorous and portly bedy, such as befits the rich
of high lineage. Hia breasts fully developed like those of a
womsn, the head surmounted with a orown of water plants. Some-
times water aprings from his breasst, sometimes he presents a frog
or libation vases, or a flat tray full of offerings, bunshes of
flowers, ears of corn, heaps of fish and geese tied together by
the feet.

The inseriptions call him Hapi, father of the gods, lord
of sustenance who meaketh food to be and covereth the two lands
of Egypt with his products, who giveth live and banlisheth want,
and filleth the grannaries to overflewing."7

He 18 evolved into personages, one being sometimes red and
the other blue. 7The former who wears a cluster of lotus-flowers
upon his head, presides over the Egypt of the 3outhj the latter
has s bunch of papyrus for his head-dress and watehes over the
Delta. Two goddesses correspending to the two Hapls ~-- Hirlit
Quimeit for upper and Mirlt Mihit for lower Egypt -~ personified
the banks of the river. ‘They ere represented as standing wilth

5. Ib’-do,pc 3' Herodotus 11.5.

6. Ibid.,p. 37,
7. Pritochard, T. B., Ancient Near Eestern Texts, p. 372.
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outstretched arms, as though begging for the water which should
make them fertile.

The Nile god hes ite chepel in every province and priests
whose pright it was to bury all bodiss of men or beasts cast up
by the river, for the god had claimed them and to his servants
they belonged.

The festivals of the Nile were among the most solemn and
Joyous of the land. According to a tradition transmitted from
age to age, the prosperity or adversity of the year was dependent
upon the aplendour and fervour with which they were celebrated.

Masperc mentioned these wordas in his hymn, "'Hail O Hile,
Thou who dost manifest thyself upon the earth and who comest in
pesce to give life to ligypt. Thou hidden god lrrigator of the
frulitful land, creator of the sun, Thou dost water the whole
earth, Thou creater of the corn, Thou dost bring the tears from
eyes and scatterest the aboundance of thy goodneas.! A text of
this hymn has been preserved in two papyrl in the British Museum.

It has been translated in full by nanpero."a

The word "Nile" is of uncertain origin. It is belleved
that it ceme from the CGreeks who took it from a people foreign
to Egypt; ejgher from the Phoeniclsns, the Khitl, the Liblans,
or from people of Asla Minor.? When the Egyptians themselves
did not care to treat their river as the god Hepl, they called
it the sea, or the great river. "hey had twenty terms or more
by ®#hich to designate the different phases which 1t assumed

according to the seasons, but they would not have understood

8. Mmspero, G., Hymn on Nile 1868, CF Iistoire anclenne
des peuples de g‘ Orian , 4%th ed., P 11—15.

9. Ibid., p. 43.




what was meant had one spoken to them of the Nile. The name
miy be derived from Neilos or Neilow, brenches of the Kile In
the Delta or from the lHebrew nahr, & river or nokhet, torrent,
and this 1s the lesat unlikely stymology.

The name Egypt also is part of the Hellenic tradition.i0
It is first met with in the Homeric poems where it is applied
to the river as well as to the country. Perhaps it was tsken
frcm the temple~name of ¥emphis, Hiikuphtah, which barbarian
coast tribes of the MHeditsrranesn must long have hesrd ringing
in thelr ears as that of the most lmportant and weslthlest town
to be found upon the shores of their sea. "The Egyptisns ealled
themselves Romity, Notu a&nd their country Qimit, thc black land."id
The name was known to the Greeks under the form Khemis, EKhimie,
but &t was rerely used, at least for literary purposes. The word
Egypt also was known under other derivations: Algophtosh, the
house of the Worship of Ptah, Hephocstia, the god with whom the
Greeks iderntified Ptah, Aikephtor, the island of Kaphtor ~- Iin
such an hypothesis, the Delts would be meant rather than Crete,
Aetos the eagle; perhaps the limpetuous rivef with its nany arms
suggested tothe Hellenis the idea of & bird of prey of powerful
bearing, as the sagle. 7This name of the eagle, which ocomsionslly,
though rarely, applied to the river, is incontestably in favour
of this etymelogy. 7he Blblical word, Maeriam of lam, mesns forti-
fied or walked in plsoe, or in twc countries which are Upper and

Lower Egypt (two Iigypts).

10. Ibld., p. 43., (Odyssey IX 365, Xiv 268, Iv 351, XIV 257.)

11. Romitu Rotu is the more anclent form and currently used
in the Pyramid texts and by way of elision of the final t, 1t has
bscome the Coptic word Rumi, or P4 Homi. (Coptic Dict.)
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The Origin of the Ancient Kgyptiang. Whence cams they?
How far off in time are we to earry back the dete ol their
arrival? The oldest monumenta hitherto known scarcely trans-
port us further than six thousand years, yet they sare of an
art so fine, sc well determined in its msln outlines, and re-~
veals so ingeniously combined a system of adminiastration,
government, and religion, that we infer a long past of asccur~-
lated centuries behind. %hat were the people by whom the Igyp-
tlan civilization struck root and ripsned in Egypt, the country
whence they cam®, ths reces to which they belonged, iz today
unknown. The majority would placé their cradle~land in Asia,lz
but cannot agree in determining the route whieh was followed
in the immigration to Africs. ©Some think that the people toek
the shortest road across the Isthmus of Suez, others give them
longer peregrination and a more complicated itinerary. A more
minute examinstion compels us to recognize that the hypotheais
of an Aslatic origin, however stiractive it may seem, is some~
whet difficult to maintain. The bulk of the Egyptisn population
presents the characteristics of those white races which have
been found established from ell antiquity on the Nediterranean
slope of the Libyan centinent. This population is of African
orizin and came to Egypt from the west or south-weat. In the
valley 4t may have met with a black race which it drove back or
destroyed, and there perhaps toek it afterwards received an
acoretion of Asilatic elements, introduced by way of the isthmus
and the mershes of the Delta. Detween these two groups of Egypto-
logists, the origin of the Lgyptians 1is 8ti1l sinking in & mys-

terious chaos.

12. Hespero, G., p. 45.
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Modern REthnologistes in general regard *he Ancient Lgyptiens
of Asiatio origin, since they differed so rmuch from other African
races, such as the Berbers and the Negroes, in langusge, the shape
of thelr skull and thelir physiognomy. The skull of the Ancient
Egyptiens, and of their legitimste descendants, the modern Copts,
are eminintly Ceucaslan, while the Egyptian language has analogies
connecting it with the Aryan and Semstic tongue.

The concluslion that the Egyptlans, at least the upper and
middle classes of them, were Asiatic immigrante into the Rile
Valley, 1s therefore a safe one. We must accordingly conclude
that Syria or Arabia was the cradle of the Rgyptian nation.13
De Pressense,l? Gardiner,l® Sayce,16 and Lodgel” are in the train
of the Egyptologists considering the origin of the Anclent Egyp-
tians as Asiatic. MesperolB and Sugdenl® prefer the Africsn
oricin theory.

The first group who consider the Egyptians of Asiatlc origin
base their theory on meny considerations, the most important of
which 18 immigretion. FHecent research hae shown conclusively

that the movement of the Egyptians was from north to sputh. 3Says

13. Clere, G. S., The Standard History of the Worid, Vol. I,
p..65.

14. De Pressense, L., The Anclent World and Christianity,
PR 54-68.

18. Oardiner, W., Popular Accourts of the Arcient Igyptians,
Vvol. I, p. 302.

16. Sayce, A. H., The Eeligion of Ancient Egypt and Babylonia,
Pe 22

17. lLodge, E. C., Eistory of lations, Vol. I, p. B.

1. Mllpﬁro, Ibid', P 52.
1¢. Sugden, Edward I., lsrael's Debt to Egypt, p. 47.
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¥r. Birch, the latest English historisn of Fgypt, "The study of
the monuments furnishes incontravertihle evidenee that the histo~
rioal series of Egyptimn temples, tombs and eities constructed on
elther bgnk of the Nile, follow one upon another in chronclogical
order in such sort that the monuments of the greatest antiquity,
the pyramids for instanse, are situeted furtherest to the north,
while the nearer one approaches the Ethioplan catarscts, the more
do the monuments lose the stamp of sntiquity, end the more plain-
ly do they show the decline of art of beauty, and of good taste.
Moreover in Ithiepia its¥ef the existing remains present us with
a style of art that is absolutely devcid of originality."20 Mas-
pero, to affirm his theory, says, "Up till now but few efforts
have been made to throw light on those early times in Egypt. Ere
man (Bgyptian pp. 69, 60) and E, D. Meyer (Yesch, pps 24~30,) have
Qsvoted merely a few pages to the subjects A new theory has been
atarted by Prof. Petrie (A Fistory of Epgypt, Vol. 1), which meems
&8 yet to have found no acceptance among Egyptologiata.'al

The Ancient Clvilisation of Egypt« In the earliest palev~
lithic times, the bed of the Nile was much higher and both sides s

of the valley were covered with forests and swamps. The early
populetion of hunters lived on the plateau-, where their remalins
and some of their stone implements are still found. The Nile bed
began to deepen, lesving terrsces on the sides of the plateau,
and those early inhabitants followed the receding waters. After
five thousand years £.C., the hunters begen to settle Gown and

20, Clﬁm') Ibid, Pe 65.
1. Msspero, Ibid., p. 8€.
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become farmers. Both Upper and Lower Lgypt were inhabited, but
the cultures were slightly difrferent. Therefore, the fact assumed
by Breasted®2 and others that Egypt 1s the cradle of civilization,
the mother of arts end scierces, and in it the roots of mofern
clvilisation, were deeply planted, is a safe one. ™S8ince the
dawn of recorded history there has been a civilization in the
Nils Valley, a civilization which helped to a great extent in
developing early humen progress and was a source of learning snd
inspiration to other peoples who liwed in the ancient Esst. There
are many who believe thet present day Western civilization owes
slmost everything to the Greeks., While 4%t is true that the Greeks
were responsible for much of Western culture, wse should not for=
get that the Greeks themselves were proud to say that they lesarned
meny things in Egypt and that the Egyptian priests were their
direct masters."23

They were skllled artificers. Astronomy of a somewhat ele~
mentary character was cultivated for the sske of the cslender.
Healing art treatises on anatomy and mediocasl work mentioned in
the Berlin papyrus is seld to have been first ccmposed in the
reign of a predscessor of King Send of the second dynasty.

Egyptian Writing was a eystem of survivals. The chief
monument ©f the religious literature is the book of the dead in
ore hundred elghty-six chapters. Poetry, apart from the religious
hymne, was much cultivated; trade, during the old Empire, seema te
have heen amall. Egypt mainly depended on domestic agriculture,
and, like China, wes Jealous of atrapgers. The turqueise and

23, DBreasted, James Henry, A History of Egypt, pp. 3, 25.
23, Egypt, the Youngest Republic in the World, 6,000 Years
old, sorpileiilersiey, Washiugton D.C., p+ 1, O
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"copper mines of Sinai,"24 however, were early occupled and worked,
and the use of bronze implies a knowledge of tin. Gold was
worked under the first dynssties. From the age of the earliest
monuments downward, the Egyptians were acquainted with all the
luxuries end comforts of cultivated lifs., The country swarmed
with artisans end handicraftsmen of all kinds. Glass blowers are
depicted on monuments of the twelfth dynasty, and a fragment of
dark blue glass bears the praenomen of Antel III of the eleventh.
Veses of besutiful blue percelaln ge back to the age of the old
Empire, and the dyed cloths of Egypt were justly celebrated. Wins
and beer were drunk end dinner parties were given by the wealthy,
at which the guestes sat on chairs. For amusements they had
dencers, smusicisns, singers, tumblers, and Jjugglers, and games
like that of dresughts, or fleld sports. Their Aress was light

a8 was natural in a hot elimate, sand sandals were unknown before
the fifth dynasty. The hesd was shorn, and an enormous wig worn
over 1t, partly for the sake of cleanliness, partly for protection
from the sun. Aptificlal besrds were also used. Children went
undressed hbefore the age of puberty. Thelr education was care-
fully attended to end they were treined in "sll ths wisdom of

the Egyptians.®™ As stated by Herodotes, "The Fgyptisns were
ususlly monogamous,®@8 the King, however, was allowsd to have
several wives, amkl the great nobles might keep harems. Marriage
between brother snd sister wes alsc permitted -- a survival from
& primitive condition of polyandry. [ut in Egypt, women held a
high position, very unlike that cccupied by her in Greece or in

24.. Prit’(‘-h&rﬂ, T Bc, Ibidu, Ps 229.
28. MEO’ H. C., Ibido, Po 59.



15

modern Oriental countries. 8he was the equal of her lord and
went about freely and unveiled in public, and could ascend the
throne in her own right as far as the beginning of the second
dynasty. "Bgypt, therefore, was the hive of industry."26 "phe
intelligence of the Anclent Egyptians of the later epoch was
pralsed enthusisstically by Herodotas, who dwells on their ex~
cellent memories and comments on the attention given to matters
of health. Diderus counted them the most grateful of people.
Gentle, good tempered, unwarlike, and humane, they schieved
success 1in war only by the help of superior organization and
equipment, Home-loving and industrious, they made their country
the seat of culture and material prosperity.®2’ Lofige again says,
"The most ancient we possess is the 'papyrus prisse' dating from
the twelfth @ynasty and sontaining two ethical treatises, one by
the sage Kagemna, who lived in the reign of 8nefru, the other by
Ptah~hotep, the contemporary of King Asse of the fifth dynasty.
Beth tresatises are ¢ollections of homely, preactical wiedom, re-
sembling the Book of Proverbs, or the Writings of Cenfucius.
Equanimity, hones#y, benevolence, and prudence are lnculsted,
and the husband is told, 'lLove thy wife and cherish her as long
&8s thou livest; be not a tyrant, flattery scts upon her better
than rudeness. If thou art wise," ssys Ptoh~hotep again, "bring
up thy son to fear god. If he obey these, walking in thy stepe
and oaring for thy goods as he ought, then show him all favor.

Yot thy foolish son is also thine own offspring, estrange not

g6. Hammerten, J. A., Wonders of the Past, Vol. I, p. 7l.

27. Leodge, zb’.ﬁ, pe. 59,
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thine heart from him, but admonish him."E8

Thelr governmentsl system was imperislistic. The King was
& deified sutocrat. Affairs were menaged by an orgsnized bureau-
oracy. lLaws were of a humsn charscter, s dministered without fear
or favour. A sage gave advice end instruction to men in positiens
of responsibility and wrete these significant words; "Forget mot
te judge justly. It is an abominzstion to the golis to show
partiality. This is my teaching."89

Also, a great lord nemed Ameni (2000 B.C.), had carved on
the deoor ef his tomb & seript which reveals him @3 an exemplary
employer, andt sadministrator: "I never afflioted a widow, evicted
& peasant, nor 4id I 1ll-use a herdsmsn. I never took people as
slaves for unpaid taxes,"S50

If these Writings show us the high sense of duty, the workers,
whose statuettes are found in the tombs, were evidently not disel~
plined by fear slone. "They knew something of the milk eof human
kindneas and what it was to serve s geod master."Sl

Sayse says, "They found acmewhat civilization ameng races
8till living in their Neolethic periods of culture as flint teels.
These ruces were very fine and skilled in manufscturing of veses

of the hardest stone."32 (Clsre says, "A brown rece malid- im

28. Lodge, Ibid., Vol. I, p. B3.
29. Hammerton, Ibid., p. 71.
30. Hammertem, Ibid., p. 7l.
31. Hsmmsrton, Ibid., p. 71l.
32. Sayce, Ibid., p. 22, 23.
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their general character, polished in their manner by nature,
obedient and religious, healthy and hardy people. They were
clean in their food and habits." Smith says, "A great nation,
simple people of pure unmixed race preserving during meny cen=
turies the moet rigid union of character, customs and social
pelicy, a8 well as politiocal xndepandanaa.“as Hammerton says,
"Such & civilizstion had & setting of Oriemtal spendour but it
was alsc viewed by greet ideas of ocultivated morals, which per-
mes ted every renk of aaciety."34
A question may be raised before closing this survey, --
what was the origin of thie ocivilization? Some belleve that it
was purely Egyptian in form and style. ®During the fourth
millenium B.C. there were great migrations inte India, Iran,
Mesopotamia and Egypt, and probably South Arabila. Communities
beginning to develop were still living in thelr Neellithic pericds.
Those people had a wide spread commerce smong themselves which
expanded right and left. Esch of these migrstions and civili-
zations took and gave and left their traces in the language and
civilization of the others. Thus it is understandable that we
seo some Hesopotamisn influsnces in Egyptlan arts, or Egyptlan
influences and articles of commerce in Sumer. A relationship
existed, but we cannot judge that the Egyptieans came from one
of these."55 Moore says, "Egypt and Babylonis are the oldest
seats of civilization."
The investigations of Edward Meyer have led him to believe
that the Lgyptian calender was eatablished in the year 4241 B.C.

3%, Smith, George, Gentile Nations or History and Religion,
P. 64~57.

34. Hemmerton, Ibid, p. 7l.
a5. BEgypt, the Youngest Republic, p. S.
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on the baals of observetions thet must haven taken centuries to
accumulate. There 18 no doubt that the accession of Menes, the
first king in Mansthas catalogue of dynastles, falls before

3000 B.C. The mlers before Menes (who were of Manetho Semi Mythi-
cal) turn out to be real men of flesh and blood.o®

Qutline of Egyptian Chronology: Sources. The ancient sources
of Egyptian chronology are ebecure and conflicting. Most dates
in Egyptian chronclogy sre B.C. approximate. Herodotus, the
Greek historian, visited Egypt sabout the middle of the fifth
century B.C., the native priests read t¢ him from rolls of papy=-
rus. From these data Herodotus esiimated the antiquity of Lgypt
to have been nearly twelve thousand years, counting three hun-
dred and forty generations from lenes to Seti.

The prehistoric periocd is known ae Lower, middle and Patheo~
lithiec I = 10,000; upper Paletheollthic II and Mesolithlo, is
estimeted down from 10,000 to 5,000 yeara+ Neolithic occuples
from 5,000 to 4,200 yearas. Chalcolithic and predymastic period
18 dated from 4,000 te 3,200 years.

In this chronology an outline will begin with the early
dynastic period which includes the first two dynasties from 3200 -
2780.

0ld Kingdom 8780 - 2280

Third Aynssty 2780 - 2680

Fourth dynasty 2680 - 2560
Fifth and sixth dynssty 2560 - 2280

36. Moore, George F., History of keliglon, p. 44.
For sources see:

37+ Qlare, Ibid., p. 41.

38. Egypt the Youngeat Republic, Ibid.

39« Bressted, Ibid., p. 5987.
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First Intermediate Period
Seventh - tenth dynasties 2280 - 2050
Middle Kingdom
Eleventh - twelfth dynesties 2134-~ 1778
Second Intermediste Peried

Thirteenth - fourteenth Aynasties 1778 - 1504
Fifteenth - seventeenth dynasties 1594 « 1567

New Kingdom
Elghteenth dynasty 16567 ~ 1520
Nineteenth dynasty 1320 - 1200
Twentieth dynasty 1200 ~ 1090
ILate Peried

Twenty~first dynesty 1090 ~ gﬁgo 41
Twenty-sixth dynasty 6863 - 528%Y» -

Ptolemaic Period 332 ~ 30 B.C.

Roman Period 30 B.C. ~ 3908 A.D,

Byzantine Peried 395 ~ 640 A.D.

Islamic Period 640 ~

Qutline of Egyptian Histery. The history of Egypt dates

back to the most remote antiquity. ZEarliest traces of man, since
Egypt sssumed its modern feature, are to be found in stone imple~
ments and the impritive graves. The history of this great people
haa been derived from seversl sources -- tbé natursl myths, Greek
sources from Herodotus, "the father of history,"™ Diedorus, and
the learned Oreek Antiquapisn, Eratosthenes, librarien of Alexan-
dria, Manethe, the Egyptlen priest, Turin papyrus, Hiereglyphio,
Rosetts Stone, modern Egyptologists and the Bible.42

41. PBreasted, Ibid., p. 8l.

48. Brugsech, H., The True Story of the Exodus of Israel,
Pe 2484

‘20 Gh"’ -I-EL_D P', u'
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Some historiens divide this history into three pericds,

from Menes to Kyksos, about 1900 B.C., the Kyksos period from
1800 to 1600 B.C., &nd the new Empire from 1600 to 525 B.C.
That new Empire pasaed through a grand ege from 1800 to 1200
B.Ce 8nd a decay from 1200 to 6535 3‘0‘43

At about 3200 B.C., Egypt was a united country, and the
king called himself, "King of Upper and Lower Egypt,'*‘ and
sdorned his head with the "Double Crown.” According to tradition,
the first King to achieve thia unity and found the first dynasty
was Menes. Near the site of modern Cairo he founded the capital
eity later known &s Memphis, or Mimofor, which means good place.
The famlly of the Kings of the first dynasty came from the south
from a place called Theni, in Upper Egypt, not far from the
famous town of Abydos. There we find their tombs. If we exa~
mine the tombs of that period, found at Abydos and Sakkers, we
reallge that the Egyptians were great builders from the beginning
of their civilization. The two first dynasties are called the
"Protodymastic,”® or sometimes the "Archaic Period." This period
lasted about four hundred years., 7The third dynasty began sbout
2780 B.C. and ushered in the period known as the 0ld Kingdom.
With the advent of the first dﬁnﬁaty. the use of writing began
to sppear and great progress was mede ln a very short time.

The cld kingdom, or pyramid age, laated from 2800 te 2500.
In the days of the son of Menes, Egypt was divided again inte
South and North states; Thinite and Memphite dynasties. Pyra~
mids were built in the third and fourth dynesties. These dyna-

sties possessed great ertistic ability. They were masters of

43. Steinderff, G., and Seele, X. C., When Lgypt Ruled The
Esst, p. 274.

44. Clare, Ivid., p. 4¢l.
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their orafts. Djossr, in the third dynssty, built great mortuary
menuments as Sakkare with the aid of Imhotep, who wag a leader
of & great revolution in Egyptian history. He was called the
g0d of medicine, the possessor of all seocrets of gods, and Im~
hotep the arshitect. He ouilt the first step pyramid, or the
Maataba.

In the fourth dynasty, EKhufu, Ehofre, and Henksure buils
thelr great pyramidas of Gisa. The founder eof this dynasty is
S8nefru, who built the two stone pyramids at Dahshur. By way eof
recent excavations arcund his pyrnmida; it &8 known from the
Palermo stome thet he bullt a fleet of forty large sea going
ships, which he éiapntchudtuﬁ Lebanen to fetch cedar wood, many
legs of whioh are still to be seen inside his pyramids. He also
dispatched a large army to restore order in Nubia.

Ehufu, married a Libyam women from whom sprang a branch of
the royal family. From the reign of Khofre, we have the superdb .
dierite statue (of him) in the Cairo Museum and the grest Sphinx
of Giza with the body of & lion ard the face of & man, represente
ing the risen sun. "Hail to thee O lion doubly atrong.“‘s

The priests ef Ra at Helliopolis were becoming very power-
ful and were a threat to the kings. One ef the late rulers eof
this dynasty resented this priestly power and wished to break 1t.
But the results of his efforts proved disastrous snd the royal
power passed into ths hands of the priesta.

Thus began the fifth and sixth dynesties. The kings of the
£ifth dynasty begasn to build pyramids, the remains of which are

456. De Pressence, Book of the Dead, (Levir De lorto, ¢ 162,

I.1.
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to be Ween'at Abu Sir and Sakkara, the sarliest religicus text
fourd in the pyramid. This is the age of the flowering of
Bgyptian seulpture.

Alao, they built sun temples with great cbelisks towering
up into the aky and with alters in the open air. Hilitary ex-
psditions were sent to expel the at®acks of the Libyan from the
west, commercial expeditions to the Red 3ea te the land of Punt,
waieh lay sround the straight of Babsl Mandal, and a third one
to explere the regions of the Sudan.

The first intermediate period (8500 - 2000 B.C.), lasted
from the seventh to the tenth dynasties. The collapse of the old
kingdom begans Egypt was in a state of weakness and was cut to
pleces. Through the misrule and tyranny of the petty princes,
the Bgyptien pessants were goaded to revolt.4® Now the pesasants
were in command while the royal femillies were impoverished. A
papyrus in Leyden Museum and another at Leningrad throw some
light on that periocd. They picture the haughty meaters begzing
in the streets and the pampered ladies of the court selling their
own ehildren in erder to live:. IDmring that period, which lasted
for soms 150 yesrs, the Egyptian frontiers no longer exlated.
The countyry was open to the Bedouin, who infiltrsted from East
to West and settled in the much coveted green landa of the Nile
Valley.

During this period there were several houses which managed
to sttain some power. HNamely, the Houas of Herakleopolis, the
House of Ceptos and the House of Thebes. The latter femily man~
aged to obtain considerable power and performed the mirscle of

46. ?x‘itﬁh‘m, Ibid., p. 407.
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reuniting the whele land once more. In that period, clssaical
litereture was develeped.

The Middle Kipgdom: The ruler of the eleventh dynasty spent
much affort in restoring order in the country. The grestest of
their monuments were naturally near thelr original capital, Thebss,
where we find the lmpressive remsins of their Mentuhoteps at Deir
6l Baharl. But the real rescue of Egypt and ita renalssance is
credited to & man who was not of roysl descent. This man whose
name was Amenshat, was from Upper Egypt. His mother was a Nubian
wonan., He began his csreer a&s a minor official, but becane a
minlster of one of the last Mentuhotepe. PFinally he took s bold
atep and preolaimed himself King. He foundsd the twelfth Aynasty,
one of the most important periods in Egyptien historys Amenehat
moved the capltal to the North, and built & new city not far from
Memphis, from whish he could govern Upper and Lower Egypt easily.
He began to eonsclidets his powser and brought the monarchs ocom-
pletely under his dominstions He was greatly interested in the
metorial prosperity of the cpountry &nd scon began an ambitious
project for reclaiming part of the Fayoum province, and turning
Lake Morissinto a vast reservolr.

Bgypt did not take long t¢ regain much of her ancient glery.
Throughout the country remains of monuments show the activity of
her people are found: “he beautiful jJewelry of ths prinsesses,
found at Dohshar and Illashun, speak highly of the skill and taste
of the anclent goldsmiths. These magnificant objects now adorn
the museume of Ceiro and New York.

The most gloriocus reign of this dynasty was that of Semsert
III who was known to the Greeks ss Sesocstris and to whom they
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attributed many legendary deeds. He was undoubtedly & great
sonquerer, and during his time Egypt controlled 2 large sarea in
the South and Eest of the Mediterranean and some of its islands
88 woll a3 in Libys. Petrie says, "On & monument of one of the
Syro Hesopotamian intruders who rose to the throne of EBgypt. His
name appears as Khendyon, a cylinder of green jasper, another one
as the King Xhenezer. A well cut tablet now in Paris bears this
name with an Hgyptisan name which he adapted Ha Ne Moat Kha, or
Amenehat III of the twelfth dynasty."®’ The mule of this dynasty
lasted for not more then 250 years, after which Fgypt had the mis-
fortune to witneas another period of weakness.

The Second Intermediate Period. When the thirteenth dynasty

came to the throne, its powsr was limited to Upper Zgypt. Egypt
was invaded by soms people from the Fast who were called the Hy-
ksos, about 1680 B.C., and did not find & central government te
check their advance. ™rhe Kyksos settled in the Eastern Delta
at & place oalled Avaris, which is, in all probabllity, the site
of Tanis. And thsn bagan a ras.gn of terror throughout Lower
Egypts The petty dynasiles of Upper Egypt continued to rule
their territories, but paid tribute to the Hyksos tyrrants. The
Hyksos rule continued for not less thean 100 ynars,48 and it was
again Thebes that led the revolution againat the oppraaaors."‘g
Although the country had suffered greatly in this peried,

yet the Egypiians learned some useful things. The Hyksos ocame

47. Petrlie, Flinder, Egypt and lsrsel, p« 12, 13.

48. Egypt the Youngest Republic, Ibid., p. 1l.
49. Pritchard, J. B., Ibidy, p. 230 (1725 = 1515 B.C.)e
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inte Egypt with hersea and war ehariots, and during their war of
independence, the Egyptiens learned e great deal about military
tactiocs.

The Theban prince who firally gave the death~blow to the
Hyksos was Ahmes I. He not only drove them out of igypt, but
he pursued them to Palestine, where he annihiluted them. The
Egyptian soldiers, who left Thebes and other parts of Igypt to
drive out theéir enemies and purify the lend from invaders, did
not return again to their hemes before laying the foundstion of
a gréat Egyptisn Empire in Asia.

Ahmes I founded the eighteenth dynaety which began about
1570 B.C. and lasted for 250 years.

The Hew Kinodom (When Lgypt ruled the Esst). The expulsion

of the Hyksos was the begimning of a great revival in the histery
of Lgypt and the :gyptisns embarked upon a period of national
prosperity. The great line of rulers of the eighteenth dynasty
preduced many femous warriors, the greatest of all being Thatmes
I1i, who consolidated and expanded Egyptian rule over North Africs,
the Aegean Isles and Western Asis, besides publishing bis Southern
frontiers inte the heart of the Sudean. At Luxer and Karnak they
lef't mighty monuments which speak highly of their great power,
skill und‘enginaoriﬁg ability. Other remarkables dynasties ef
kings and qué&n& of the -elghteenth and other dynastles of this
period are: Amenhotep I, 1546 - 1625; Thutmos I, 1585 - 1508;
Hatshepsut, 1504 - 1482; Amenhotep II, 1450 - 1425. This King
was a famous qportman. In his youtb he carried on the conquests
of his father; Amanhotep 111, Hn sterted religious reformation
ware against Aman. lHe remeved the capital to Amarna. Wealth and

luxury of the court turned King Amenhotep III into & lover of



26

pleasure and a great bullder rather than a warrier. His son
and successors were men of peace and philosophy. They apent
time in meditation and religious reform.

Akhenaton, who began his compaign of persecution against
the priests of Amun and the other duties, is worthy of consider-
able study. "The various names under which this name can be
studled are these: Amenophis IV, Iphanton, Akhenton, Chu - en =
aton, Khu ~ en - aton, and Amuneph Iy .50

"As to the matter of archeeologlcal finds about Amenpbis,
there have been only two finde of any importance. Those are,
'The Tell-el~Amarna correspondence, 1887, and the relice of t&;c
Hersy of Ikhanton. t#53

This man 18 the product of & blending of the culture of
Egypt with the culture of Babylonis. His grandfather wes Thoth~
mos III who hed established friemdly relations with the Asiatio
amd this friendship culminated within a score of years after his
death in & royal marriage. "His great son, Ameneophis III, took
to wife a sister of the Babylonian king. Amenophis IV, his son,
a mlf Asjatlic by birth, returmed to the howme land of his mother,
and, a8 his father had done, secured a beautiful princess es
wite .52

Amenophis IV was a different type of person than had been
his father and grendfather. He was far more interested in the

§0. Asbury Theological Seminary, 0. T. Department Heports
of the Class on Archseology, 1951.

1. Petrie, 1891 Cambridge Ancient History, Vel. I, p. 121.

8. Price, Ira M., The Monuments and the 0. T., p. 1lll.
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events that foncerned his religion than those whioh were of vital
econcern to his Empire. It is said of him, "He became ac infatua~
ted with the Semitic religion of his mother and wife that he trans-
planted it to Egypt and set up st various places its sltars and
shrineo¢'53 It is said also of this young dreamer that he"was

the first known founder of a new rolgglan.“ﬁ‘

When he returned to Egypt he set up its altars in various
places and began to advocate this type of religion. He had to
leave Thebes and build a new egapital at Tellwsl=Amarne in the
middle Egypts In spite of all warnings, this king spent the
houres with his beautiful queen, Nefertiti, and his many dsughters
in his temple. Hewever, empires cannct be consolidated by philo-
sophy and prayera. This led to & dissster. His wonderful litera-
ture in the hymns to the sun god, the fresdom he gave to art from
its anoclent bonds, and his religious movement which was the ear-
liest appreach to monotheism, are left from generation to gene~
ration in his honcur. BSome say that his hymns to Aton wers more
or less the origin of one of the Psalms.

Because of the corruption in the royel family and the govern~
ment, BEgypt was about To. break down. Lut the gcner@l of the army,
Horemhab, stepped forward end with one blow rescued the asituation.
The earliest known clash between Egypt and European forces was at
1180 B.C, Tutenkhamun, 1366 - 1357, restored wership of Amun and
returned to Thebes. HRameses I was in the 10th dynasty, 1319 =«
1318. 8Sethl I was s king from 1318 to 1299.

83. loce. clt. Asbury Theologioal Seminary.
84. Olmstead, History of Pslsatine and Syria, p. 171.
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From the great peculiarities of thls pericd was the Hitites
- the inhabitants of Assyria, Babylonia, Syria, Lebanon, and
Palestine, who were,allying themselves with Kgypt. Some princes
wished to throw off the Egyptian yoke.
The Decline 1085 - 332 B.C.

2lst Dynasty 1085 - 945: Kinge were from the families ef
the high priests of Amun &t Karnak and the princes of Tanis.
Napate was the capital of the independent Nubia stete.

22nd - 24th Dynasty 9456 - 712: Egypt was under the rule eof
& Libyan king, Sheshonk 1. (Sacks the temple at Jerusalem
in the fifth year of King Kehoboam of Judah.)

25¢th Dypasty 712 - 663: Ethiopian period; Egypt was con-
quered by a Hublan king, Shabaka and others. It was re-

sisting native princes, especially thoss of Sais - tempe-
rarlily regained independence. Isarhaddon, the Assyrian,

congquered Egypt (870)«

26th Dynasty 663 ~ 525t Pasmtik I in 663 B.C. expelled the
Assyrians, overceme rival Egyptlan princes and established
a new dynasty in a united Egyptian 3tate. This periocd is
called the Rensissance in Egypt, with an imitation of the
art and culture of the classical age. In the days of Psam-
tik I1I, 525, Egypt was conquered by the Persiens under
Cambyses.

27th - 30th Dynasty 525 « 352t Egypt was under Persian
rule, sometimes with local kings under Persian domination.

One of the curious things that Rappened during the relgn
of King Necho was his desire tc connect the Hediterranean
with the Red Sea by means of a canal, the forerunner of
the Suez Canal scheme.

This project hed already besn started by the kings of the
12¢th dynesty and resumed by Rameses II. When the Persians
had conquersd Kgypt, Larius completed the canal which was
half done in NWescho's time so that the Psrslans might shég
Egyptisn preducts out of the country with greater eases

At last & curtain was lifted on the stage of world history
to disclose the young Mscedonian hero, Alexander the Great
sdvencing on Egypt and ending the Persian rule in the year
332.

5. Lodge, H. C., Ibid, Vol. 1, p. 31.
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In 332 B.C. came %the end of native rule. Untll 30 B.C.

Egypt was under the rule of the Ptolemies until the death

of Cleopatra, when it beoame & Homan province under Augustus.

The contents of this chap ter, although it was presented in
& brief ocutline, yet it is hoped that the reader will find in its
few pages & simple and brief statement of Egyptian basckground.

These Egyptian bsokgrounds such &8 the lecetion of Egypt,
its pelitical and geographical situstion, 1ts origin and its
ancient civiligation, are & brief introductien to the mein body
in this study.

In the relation with religious movements the history eof
some of the kings is mentiened in detail, but &he religious move-

ment itsell will be described in other shapters.



CHAPTER I
Anocient Egyptian Heligion - Develoepment

The ancient Egyptian religion is that religion practiced
by the ancient Egyptlans in all parts of Egypt during thousands
of years until it was replaced by Christienity as daylight re-
places dark night. That encient religion had a complete autho=
rity and unlimited control over all the Egyptians, and was mani-
fested clearly in various aspects of their life. It wes a rich
religion with its tombs, pyramids, temples end priests: It had
& belief in immortality. It was a complicated religion in its
requirements, teachings, beliefs and shrimes. With the coming
of Christlanity, that religion disappeared in spite of its power.
The Egyptian religion possesaed deities which were msde by men.
In fect, men were its deltles. 8Such a religlon could never ex-
ist in the light and power of Chriastlanity.

In this chapter the socurces and the different practices of
the Egyptien religion will be investigated in the light of diffe-
rent conditions which fibered it.

Conditiona and jlesults: Hastings mentions the following

conditions which effected that religion; &) length of time; b)
character of the land; ¢) form of the land; 3) politiesl rivalry
snd fusion. These were acting and reseciing factors on the
Egyptian religion as upon al) other interests of man.%® The con-
tinuous contrast of desert and of cultivation impressed the whole

Egyptian character. The form of the country acted on the rell~
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glon by favouring isolated communities which pressed distinct
beliefs. Not only was the long, marrow valley readily cut up
inteo distinct principalities, which warred one on another and
promoted separate forms of worshlp, but thers was also a atrong
sntipathy between the two sections of the population east and
woedt of the river Nile. "here was every facility for the iso-~
lation of locel worship.

True to its conservative principles, Egypt never forget
the existence of early principalities which continued to serve
in & somewhat ochenged form. They became the nomes of pharoanie
Egypt, composed of separate districts resembling te & certaln
degres the States of American Republic. Each nbme had its own
capital, its own central sanctuary, amd 1lts own prince; above
all, it had 1its own speclal god or goddess, with their atten-
dant deities, their cellege prieste, their ceremenies and their
feativala. These nome gods were the rallylng cries. The trlumph
of hig followers was his triumph. lHence, the mythlc victoriss of
the gods one over another are the records of the victories of
their warshippers, end even the marriages of the gods were in
many cases the sxpression of the marrliages of the trives who up-
held them. In the ssnctuary inhablitants turned for aasistance
in times of need and danger. They constantly sought the favour
of the ged by mpans of prayers and offerings. In the gods' hands
lay the well and the woe of the community. The god was the con~
troller of the destiny of his vassela. He had to defend them
from ﬁhei: enemies. He possessed no name of his own, but was
designeted by the name of the aite of the sult which belonged
to him and in which he was worshipped. He was bound up with hls

district.
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Beside the conquests of one god or tribe over another,
there was the pesmceful fusion of tribes who became blended both
in blocd end in religion.

Thias led to the fusion of gods who were alike end who hence-
forward bore compound names &8 Ptah skar = Usiris, or Osiris =~
Khentament.

This fusion alsc led to the aoceptence of severel gods, and
the uniting of them in groups of triad or enneads. Thus, Horus
was originally an independent god known later as# the "slder Herus,"
or "greatest Horus," Son of Hathor and net of 1315,57 from whom
Hathor, "the dwelling of lorus,”™ took her name. Isis was alse
an independent deity ...."she had neither husband nor lover,n58
Thus, the best known triad of Lgypt was compounded of the gods
of three independent tribes: Osiris, Isis, and Horus, whno were
linked as a family wheri the tribes became fused together.

Not only was the theology thus compound by multiple names
for a god, but the fusion also led to the accdptance of incom~
patible beliefs, particularly sbout the future life. The pharoa-
nic Egyptiens throughout thelr history had carried with them a
comnon legedy of ideas and manners. Their religlon was highly
composite, the preduct of different reaces and s combination of
111 assortsd survivals rather than a system. One of their funda-
mental ideas was the belief in the divine origin of certaln indl-
viduals. The prince, who led the people of his nome, was not

the son of & god or goddesa, but he was an incarnation of the

67. Hastings, Lenzone Diz di mitel, p. 603

58. Mespero, libid., p. 131.



god himself. Horus in the united single state became the
netional god. The king wus considersed as the incarmation of

his patron lord Horus. A deeply implanted belief in the Egyptian
mind was that Pheroah was & god upon earth. He was the good god
and the beneficent dispenser of all good things. One at least of
the prehis toric reces sppeared to have practiced secondary burial.
On the other hand, the practlce of embalming, for instence, is
one which pecple have been acoustomed tc think of as peculiarly
chargeteristic of an ancient age. Mummificatlon wes also pfac—
ticed with an equally ismemorial faith in the resurrection of

the dead. The custom of dismembering the dbody, or stripping off
1ts flesh was widely spread. These prsohistoric beliefs left ite
traces in that religion. Other practices which were of funerary
type were due perhaps to the Nile deposite.

The intersctien sand combination of these bellefa formed a
chaetic mass of contradictions, which were continually in flux
and wers accepted dAiffersntly by each age, each district and
sach person.

If the belief of those saying that the pharoanic Egyptians,
who embanked the Nile and transformed the marsh and the desert
intc cultivated fields, is right and they truely cams from Asia,
Babylonia, snd Mesopotamia; at least thres types of religious
bellefs and practices were at the basis of Egyptian Rellglon,
corresponding with the three races which together msde up the
Egyptisn people, should be kept in mind from the very outset.
Divergences of religious conceptions ag well as divergences in

rites and ceremonies were to be found. Buch divergences can be
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actually pointed out.b® For instence, the practice of embalming
and secondary burial have no pessible reconciliation, yet they
were left side Dy side, bldding the individusl belisver te re~
ooncile them sas best as he eould. This fact illustretes another
which must be kept in mind in dealing with Egyptien religion.

Up to the last 1t remalned without a philesophic system. Thers
wore, it 18 true, certein parts of it which were reduced to ays~-
temas, certein parte of the officlal ocreed which beocsme philose-~
phies, but &3 & whole, 1% was a loosely~connectsd conglomeration
of beliefa and practices which had come down from the past and
one after the other had found a plsce in the religion of the state.
No attempt was ever mede to form them into a coherent and home~
geneous whole, or %o f£ind a philosophic basis upon whioch they
all might rest. The Lgyptisn was content to take his religion
e it hed been handed down to him. He had none of that inner
retrospection which distinguishes the Hindu, none of that desire
to know the csuses of things which characterized the Greek. The
eontredictions found in the articles of his cresd never troubled
him.

The Egyptisn was no philesopher, but he had an immense vene-
ration for the past. The past indeed was ever before him. He
never replaced the past with the present, but the present took
pls ce beside the past: He dld so with the Semitic¢ labylonian
religlon brought te Egypt with the Semitic invsders whose re-
ligion was based on planets snd sun~worship. His religilen, there-
fere, wes like his temples, in which the art and architeoturs of

all the psst centuries of his history exinsted side by slds.

59, Petrie, W. M. Flinder, Religion end Consclence in Egypt,
1808«
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Along with the inability to take a gensral view of the
beliefs he held, smd to reduce them to & philosophlc aystem,
went an inability to form abatract ideas. Oteady toll day after
day, from dawn to night, during the larger portion of the ysar,
geve no opportunity for philosophic meditation or introspective
theorising. o wonder, therefere, that the anelent Egyptian
should havec shown, on the one hand, an incapacity for abstract
thought, and on the other hand, & love of visible symbols. Through
tis sensuous aymbol, the abstract thought can be expressed. The
Egyptian was satisfled with the symbol which he could szee and yre-
member and the result wez that his religious i1deas were mmterisl
rather than spiritual. All abstrect ideas were expressed in it
by symbols which he could see and underatand. If religion,(in
the sense that the word religien meane unity of men and Ged),
unites, imparte, or rebinds, or if man's religious customs and
manners were to unite him with deity, then the anclent Bgyptian
wes united to s meteriel religlon.

The Egyptians translated the abatractions into material
forms. For example, life and motion were the same. Whatever
moves possesses life and whatever lives must move. The bellef
in the incarnation of the delty was a necessary consequensce of
& e tericglistic pentheloam.

Sources - Classifieation snd Publicationt The sources of

xnowledge of the Egyptian religion are but fragmentary; the ten
beoks on worship, end the ten on the laws and the gods, have dls-
appesred since the days of Clement. Taken in the order of age,
the materiales mey be classed, with the c¢hief modern publications,

thus: &) figures of sacred animals cof prehistoric age; b) Amulet's
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animate and inanimatej o) titles of prieatly offlces; 4) names

of peraons showing the usual gods and ideas; e) death-spells te
insure ssfety for the body and soul; f) temple secens of religious
services and temple writings; g) Hymns; h) populer figures of gods
zainly of Remen age} L) general works.

For the names of the authers of these publiecations, see
Hnltingu.5° In addition te this, there are sacred writings,
Hieroglyphlics left in piotures, on monuments, papyri, the book
of the dead, of which various versions are extant, and acceunts
given by Greek Writers.

Religlous Character of the Anclent Fgyptians and of their Geds:

Concerning ths Egyptiens, Herodotus says: "They are of all
men the most excessively attentive to the worship of the geds."”
Much of the theology, mythology, and ceremonies of the Hebrews
and Greeks had their origin in ¥gypt. Heredotus, further says:
%"The names of slmost all the godes came from Egypt to Greece."

He also =tates that the OGreek cracles eapeclally that of Dadona,
were brought from Bgypt. '(he Lgyptlsns are beyond measure scru-~
pulous in matters of religion. Each month and day 18 assigned te
some particulsar god, and each person's birthday determines his
fata.'el Wilkinson says, "The Egyptisns were unquestionably the
most pious nation of «ll antiquity. The oldest monuments show
their belief in & future life. And Osiris, the Judge, 18 men-
tioned in tombs two thousand years before Christ." Bunsen says,
"Iy has at last been ascerteined that all the great ;ods of Egypt

are on the oldest monuments." He goes on to say, "It is & great

60. Hastings, kicyclopedlia, Vol. V, p. 236.

61. Clare, Ibid,, p. 2.
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and astanishing fact established beyond poasibility of doudnt,
Chat the empire of Menes, on 1ts first eppesrance in history
posaessed an established mythology that ia a series of gods.”
Before the wmpire of Menes, the separate Egyptlsn states had
thelr temple worship regularly Organizad.es

M. Maury, the Irensch Egyptologlest, says, "That everything
among the Lgyptisna took the stamp of rﬂligiﬂn;”es

Anclent Egyptigqns worshipped many gods in their earlieat
bistory such s s Horus, He of Edfu, Ptah of Memphis, Montu of
Thebes, Atum of lielliopoles, Hather, lady of Dondara, and the
goddesas Neith of Sais.

The importance of the limited city local godas was to in-
cresse according tc the fame of this native city. Amon, the
Cosmic ged, was treansferred from Hermoepolis to Karmek in the
elesventh dynasty as the local god of Thebes. Iater, through
identification with Ba, he becsme the king of the gods and the
natienal god of the Hew Kingdom.

’ In case of fmmigration, the peeple carried with them their
prtron deity. In case of lmpreasion by effectiveness or sbun~
dance of blesaings srd miracles showered upon the local inhabi-
tants, others were (o pllgramage, to win these benefita.

Already at an early date, the cencepts ef some local divi~
nities were extendsd through semphsasis on eertain aspecta of their
character. FPor exsmple, the Falcon shaped montu, thua became the
war god. Min becams patron of desert travellers as well as the

god of fertility and barvest. Ptah became the god of artlasts,

é2. Clare, Ibid., p. 92.
€3. Clars, lbid., p. 92.
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metal workers and smiths.

In addition to city gode, there wers also leasser gods,
splrits and demons, who hindered or sccelerated chiddbirth.
The grotesque god Bes, was the protsctive god of the bed chamber
ard toilette.

The god was to share with his netive eity their friendship.
He visited other geds of other districts. Seo ebay*ndded to
their local gods an entire circle of other gods or a demi gods
who steod beside him as his guests, to share him the praise and
offerings of his worshippers. A goddess was apsigned as his
wife. A third divinity te the two was added as their son; as
it was found &t Karnak in Thebes Amon, his wife Rut, and the
son EKhesnu, the moon god. In Abydes there were Osiris, Isls,
his sister the Wife, and Horus the son. This was the beginning
of enead and triad system. In the enéad and trisd order they
hadj &) =sight goda erder of a higher and more spiritual class;
b) twelve gods order - a transition from the first order to the
third; ¢) seven gods order which was for the masses of the
peopls. The first order was for the priests who were taught
the unity, spirituality and creative power of the One True and
Indivieible Supreme Being.

The gods of the third order were for the ignerant masses.
They were to them the personal agents which represented the
forms and forces eof the external nature. Forms and forces ef
the externsl nature were believed by the masses te work through

this third series of gods, the most popular of which were (Osiris
and Isis.
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The geds ef the second erder, or intermediate order, were
neither s¢o abstract as those aof the first order, nor so conorete
ae those of the third order - not representing either the apiri-
tusl characteristics of the gode of the first clase, or the natu-
ral qualities and forces of those of the third one, but rether
were the powers and faculties of humen beings. For this reason
most of the deltlies of this second class were sdopted by the
Greeks.

The eight gods of the first order were believed to consti-
tute a process of divine develepment and were supposed to exer-
olse the power of revealing themselves. These eight divinitles,
asocording to Bunsen, were arranged in the following order: a)
Amon, or Ammon, was the revealer, the concealed god, the absolute
spirit, the father of all the other gods, corresponding to the
Zeus of the Greeka; b) Khem, or Chemmis, whamthe Greeks called
Pan, the principle of generation, is sometimes represented as
holding & plowshare; ¢) Mut, the mother goddeass; 4) Num, or
Kneph, or Knubis, which means spirit. At Elephentine, he was
styled "Lord of the Inundations."™ He is represented as wearing
the man's head with double horns; e) 3sti, er Sate; f) Phthah,
the artist god; g) Net, or Neith, the goddess of Sais; h) Ra, the
sun ged of Helliopolis.

The first god, Ammon of the first order, was at times god
of Memphis, Thebes and Kernak. He had a human form with lofty
feathers rising above his crown. In time he became the one god,
not by destreying other gods, but by absorbing them. By way of

fusion between Amon or Ammon apd Re, he beceme Amon Re.
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Most of the manifestations attributed to these goda were
somewhat crude and & reminiscent of the fetishism of the African
Kegroee whom Pharesh found in the land. For example, the ged
Busiris in the Delte was manifested as a plllsr with the head
of an Egyptian King; Neith of Sals was as in & shleld; Ptah and
Mina were in s semi~humen form.

SBome of these manifestatione were in pure animal form; Sobek
as & crocodile; god of Mendes was a ram and Thoths was an lbis.
Ehumum was also & ram and Horus wesa a falcon or sparrow hawk.

Seth was a fabulous besst. The god Buts was a serpent and Enkhale
was like the goddess Mut of Thebes, & vulture; Hathor was a cov.

It was customary for these gods to be housed in wooden
statues of the divinity in the local temple, in its own noas or
shrines. Animels were carefully temded in the sanctuary. When
Re lost his inner vitality and people clung increasingly to out-
ward forms, the snimal cults were carried to such exiremes that
people came to regard each individual of the species in whose
form the divinity was belleved to reveal himself as saored and
divine. Such animals were considered inviolate "not te be killed."
At death they were embalmed and buried ceremoricusly in specisl
cemeteries dedicated for that purpose.

Some geds were represented in humsn form - god clothed as a
prince, insignia of sutherity as in baton and scepter. For example,
Ptah was soulptured inte & youthful figure, beautiful face, but
they were still surmounted by the heads of sscred animals from
which they were derived. God Solek was represented as a man with
a head of a orocodile, and Khumum as & men with & ram head. Horus

was a8 & man with a faloen, and Sehkemt as a man with a lioness
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head. Again they added to the local divinities ssorsd animels,
which wers made peculisr objects of worship, as Menes in a form
of & bull, or apis of Memphias.

More than that the priests who sought every opportunity to
enhence the reputation of their gods tended towsrd some connsc~
tion between local divinities end the celestisl powers. Meon
and sun and other nature powers were worshipped. They offered
te Ra under the open aky.

The writer feels it will not suffice to stop hers w&;hout
giving something in detail abeut the different groupe of Egyptian
gods snd their names.

Gede of Egypt: We have to confine our study of gods under
the following groups: a) pure animal worship; b) animal hesded
gods with humen bodies) o) human gods of Osiris cycle; 4) cosmic
gods of Ra cycle; e) abstract gods; f) foreign source gods.

Animal gods: About the snimal worship, see 5t. Clement of
Alexanderia, when he thus describes the religiom of his Egyptisn
neighbors. "Ameng the Egyptiuns, the temples are surrounded with
groves and consecrated psstures. They are provided with prepylai
and their sorts are enriched with an infinite number of columma;
their walls glitter with foreign merbles and psintings of the
highest art; the sanctusry is represented with gold, But when
you pass beyond into the remotest part of the enclosure in the
expectation of beholding something yet more excellent and look
for the image which dwells in the temple, a pastophorus or some
other minister, singing in & poem in the HEgyptian langusage, with
& pompous air, draws aside & small portion of the curtain as if

about to shew us the god, end mskes us burst inte a loud laugh,



42

for no ged is feund therein, but a cat or a crocodile, or a ser-
pent sprung from the secil, or soms sush brute animals. And the
Egyptian deity is revemled as & beast that rolle itself on a
purple coverlet."%4

Animel worshlp wes baesed on two main idess, the sacredness
of one specles of animal to one tribe and the sacremental eating
of an example of the sacred snimel at stated intervals, as in the
case of the Bull of Memphis. Ram at Thdbes ate it as a sign of
absorbing the substance of one example. The same was the burisl
of a portion of a king in the fleld to insure their fertility
and prosperity. Porphry ssplains animal worship from a pantheis-
tic point of view. The Egyptians under the sambleness of animals
worshipped the universal power which the god hsd revealed in the
various forms of the living nature. 4s a not confined religion
to the worship of sacred animals, they weorshipped other divinities
a8 Amon, Osiris and others, or as men's thoughts were forced into
certain channsls and assumed different forms according to the
nature of the accupsetion.

Perhaps the cause of animal worshlp is due teo the trans-
migration of 8S8ouls after death, or it may be a survival of an
early fetishism which has had to sccomodate itself to the anta-
gonistic conceptions of an anthropomeorphic faith. By the side
of & defiled being, the defiled animsl was allowed Lo remain,
and man and beast were mixed together in religlous arts. It
was parallel to the Juxtaposition of gpictorial 1dlographs and
the phometiocally spelled words in the writings of later days.

SGeme say that the animel worship was due to the infinite relatlions

640 3‘,0" Ibld., po 100.
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of the gode with animsls. In the recrudescence of animal wership,
the animal was the manifestation of god in early history of Egypt.
This worship was loocal and was known for some qualities for
which they might have been venerated. 4Alse, there was one ged for
conée tribe., But using an snimsl a8 a standard did not prove a
Totenistic connexion. These sacred animel gods were many. Baboen
was the god of emblem and Tahuti was the god of wisdom. Ka, the
destrustive power, was personified ae & licness. The Bull god
was & famous god in Delts and Bull Apis of Memphis was the incar~
nation of Ptah. The cow was the emblem of Hather. The ram was
& procreative god. Tsurt was a patroness of pregnancy. The Jackel
was the god of the desd, owing to his hasunting the cemsteries and
the Western Desert where the soul was supposed to pass. They
worshipped birds as the hawk at Edfu, as the god of the dead in
a mummified form; the eagle as the ethereal power; the wulture
as the emblem of msternity. The goose and wagtall were connected
with Amon a8 the Ibis with Tahuti, god of wisdom. The crocodile
at Fayum prevince-lake and the frog the emblem of god of multi-
tudes, or reproduction, were also worshipped. In prehistoric
times the cobra, the asp, or Ureaus and Basilik, were also em-
blems of gods.
Animal headed gods with humsn bodies were worshipped and

practiced in earliest stage when gods with human qualities were
introduced.

Phareanis Egypt was the birth place of that religion where
the gods had demi-human forms and men were gods. It was inevitable
that Iuthemerism Egyptian priesthood which sounded the knell eof
the o0ld faith of the gods of the national oreed should ariss.

These gods of the national creed had been resoclved one into another
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till no distinctive shape or character was left to mny one of

them. They had been transformed into mere kings who had ruled
over Egypt long ago. For example, Khnumu of Elephantine the
creator wes bearing the hesad of & ram god of the cataract. Sekh-
met was formed in & lioness to represent the fiercemsnt of the
sun heat - the agent of the wrath of He« Anupu was the jackel
the guardian of cemsteries snd guide of the dead. And so on with
Set, Tahuti and MNentu.

Fantastic animals were first noted by Professor Maspere until
scholars recognized the sphinx and others.

Egyptian monsters were as an allegorical combination ¥y which
the priesthood claimed to give visidle expression in one and the
seme being to physiocal or morel qualitiesz belong to several beings.
At Beni Hassin and in Thebes meny of these fantastic animels were
mentioned in the texk as griffins hisroesphinx which was represent~
ed aa a head of a lion and was placed along with animsals whieh
may be sncountered by locsl princess hunting in the desers.

Theae fairly comprehend the fauna of Egypt with one or two
exceptions which were in humen form. Divine power may be embodled
also in trees or ledge in them.

There are various theordes of this worship: In fetishism,
Broses calls 1t Totdmism .

Buman gods: Menes the first king on a dual throns monsrchy

was Horsus, XHe was addressed with divine titles but the worship
was not pald to the living ruler. District citiss gods pretested,
bestowed 1ife, health, strength, victery snd presperity. They

were embodied in birds and beasts, but inwardly they were not beasts
but men with humsn character and motives. From these gods were

found two groups, the Theban
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triad and Theben family. Osiris or Asor who was earlier than

the soler pertien, arose in the prehistoric age. Le was the god
of civilization and fertility. He was represented as lying
surrounded with green plants and sprouting com. His figures
were made full of corn. Isls, or Aset, was an independent
geddess, but by politiecal changes was unified with Osiris myth.
Nebhet, sister of Osirie, was complementary second to Isia.

Herus was & complex divinity. Herus was the child son of Isais
and avenger of his father Osiris. In the Theban family Amon was
the locel god of Karnak, Nut the geddess ef Thebes, Khonsu, ged
of time meoon parellel with Thuti, ged in knowledge and Neit, the
goddess was represented in entirely human form holding bow and
arrov. In the eighteenth and twentieth century B.C. two or three
enneads were warrior phsroshs in the war between the follewers ef
Osiris and Set.

A new relaticnship started efter the distinction between gode
and men. Men had to of fer to the gods the life of those who had
offended them. Humen saorifices were in the gods' eyes, the obli-
gatory sacrifice stoning for the wrong doing committed agalnst
godhead. Man alone was worthy to wash away with his blood the
sins of men. When the repugnence which he left ¢e kill his chil-
dren overcame him, he substituted beasts for men. Three gods
who preceded Osiris ceased o reign and to live. They were Sibu
who was retired after esrthly sojourning, and Shu, who disappeared
in the midat of a temptation, and Omnephris, who was geddes of
balance and confessiocn aourt.

Coemic gods: These gods beleonged to the eastern Delta and

their worship was due to Aslatic immigration. In the middle
kingdom the solar worship in the fifth dynasty gained wider accep~-
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tance. Thig was after the old kingdom fell inte decadence.
The exaltation of cne god especially of a great power of
nature, such ae FKe, to the supreme place in the pantheion wss
2 step toward monotheism. The worship of ke, the sun, was the
greatest of all gods and in the fifty dynasty, 1t became the
solar religion. hLe was represented in a human figure, as with:
Amon or Hawk heamded figure as life giving. Ehepers was the
rising sun god. Aten, the radiant disk of the sun, wss entirely
separated from Re theology in Amenhetep's attempt. 3Soptu was
the coming of the light ged with the Zadiecal glow - the light
before the rising sun., 4nd sc on was the case with the gods of
spa ce,earth, Nile, darkness and stars whose lives were dally
mnifested in the life of the universe. Xgypt preclaimed thelir
sove reign power. But when people began to nams them to define
thelir powers or the relationship that substituted among them
their unanimity came to an end.
In the complex Egyptian RElephantine myth which is prehis-
toriec, it was sald that:
the sun first rises out of a wonderful island
in the Kile (Klephantine Islsnd in the South of
Kubia). The Sun egg was made of the Nile bed -
a double carven shaped like a pair of breasts am
the Nile flewed from thems The Hile 1s the earth~
ly continuation of the Hilky Way. The sky river
is & river of milk because of its whiteness end
rain descending., For thus 1t was psrsonfflied ég
Nut, the cow, with the milky way on her belly.
In addition to these incarnaxtions of deltles, they even
represented vegetables, grains of wheat, ripe ears, brick or

stone couch of the child bed or shairs of labour, in a godly

form.

66. Vergelius, Fern, Forgotten Heligion, p. 6.
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Abetmet gods: No history legends at a higher level than
the natural gedes. Ptah of Memphis, although he was the artist
metal workers snd smiths, yet he was a creator acting by mould-
ing everything from primsaval mud end & mu@ god, but in the same
time he wes lord of right, law and property were unier his pro-
tection. Hothor, mother god, was god of sexual repreduction,
and Moat was goddess of truth. She had no temple and received
no offeringe. She was offered by other kings to the gods. She
was in & double form, Justice and truth. Nefertum waas &2 god in
human form with a leotus flower on his head as god of vegetation
ard youth. OSafekht was god of writing. He sppeared in the nine-
teanth dyrasty as recording the festivals of the king and held-
ing a scribex eutfit. Osiris represented the good, Apipi, the
serpent represented evil powers. Thoth was patron of arts and
le tters scribe.

Gedas of Foreign Origin: Gods from African origin were Zes,

the daneing figure beating the tambourine, Dedum, who was con~
fused with Ptah as a crestion god, Ssti, the queen of gods, and
wearing a high crown of festhers.

Gods from Asiatic origin werse: Sutekh, who was identif led
with S8et, the national god of the Kheta. Bael, or Ber, & war
god, was from Phosnician aigim. Hfeshpu was wearing & painted
esp with s gazal head. Ante, Astharth, Quedesh were also added
to the Egyptian gods. 8Since Amenhotep IV conquered Syria and
established his empire which extended to the banks of the Zuph-
retes, Asiatic monumente had been poured inte Egypt in an ever-

increasing fleod and wlth them the ideas and religioue beliefs
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of the Sjmitic Exst.58 These divinities were promptly assimi~
lated, wreught, moulded and were made into Egyptian delties,
soarcely distinguisable from those of the 0ld race.

It 12 easy to notice how the racial and cultured mixture
led into & religlous mixture. Gresk mercenaries wers smployed
by Naucrotls, City in the Delta

In the curse of Artemisis, Egyptians have been regarded
a3 pre~eminently pelytheistic people. Thils was clearly seen
from their deiflcations of natural powers, and uniting politics
and religion under one king; or, in the aguating of one god with
another as Amon #e. Perheps the cause was that, in primitive
stages, religion was prelogical and experisnced trascends threugh
guthric. Deity names took Greek nemes as Sarpis replacing Osiris.
Iater, Greek elements were incorporated into religious philesophy
of Egypt. In tims of Alexander the Great in the fourth century
B.C. dJupitor was worshipped along with Amon a&nd Casiris.

Nature of gpds: Gods were mortels. They must be reserved

into elements as body and soul. Bodies were moulded out of &
mere rarefied substance generally invisible but ended with the
same qualities of and substances of imperfection as men. Souls
were of black and white shadow for reflection. Gods were more
sthereal, stronger, powerful and better fitted to command and
%o suffer. They gave of the "Sa” or the mysterious fluid te
kings, but deowiputed was no less irremidible with them than
with men, and the deatiny of all was tc go forth to the Homb.
These gods grew old and decrepit. Osiris ls ssid to be
slsin. In the pyramide texts Osiris started to hunt and slay

the geds and feed upon them.

66. Pritchard, Ibid, p. 249.
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The gods wers subjeot to suffering; %a wae in torment frem
the bite of & magic serpent. They suffered from chettering of
teeth, hoadache, perspiration, nose bleeds and weei;ing.

The gods died and wers buried in the hills, embalmed, and
rmummified.

The geds were not omniscient. They walked on esrth to see
whet was done and happened. Thethhad to inform la about what
he head and could not punish men without Ra's permission. They
did not act directly on esrth. They had to send a power from
heaven to do thelr bidding so they had no divine superierity over
men in setting for them conditions or limitations.

Some gods were pre~existént as acting intelligences with
scarcely greater powers than men who might hope to galn for the
gods by magic and witch craft of their own.

Gods, after death, were atill teo receive offerings in their r
temples. Their temples were erected of portice or perstyle types
a8 storshouses of religious lere and sculptured or painted on the
walls sand ceilings, with writings deslgned with to secure a re-
lationship with the gods. Falrman gives a complets description
of the worship and of fhe festivals in the two great temples of
Edfu and Dandars in the Ptolemsic peried which were dediceted te
the falcon god with daily and annual feasts for the coronation
and victor7.57’ 68

Their spirlit wae {rearnated in rams to be everywhers in

their cities, They had their divine court to help them in their

divine administration.

W., The Bulletin of the John Rylands' Lib~

67" Fﬂix‘m&n, h. 6 _.2'65

rary, Vel. 37, September 196¢, p.
ﬂ ?ritchﬁm, Ibid., P 325 .
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In general, those gods wers not merely empty shadowry
figures to the Egyptians as it appears to us. They believed
in their perécnil rolationship to the delty and varying meni-~
festations of the Givine principle for which the individualaty
of the single god was of less account than the fact of divinity.



CHAPTER IIIX
Ancient Egyptian Religion - Theology

It must be remembered at the outset that there was a class,
the lives of whose members were not devoted to agricultural or
other labour, and whose religious conceptions were of ten spiri-
tual and sublime. This was the cleasas of the priests whose power
and influence increased with the lapse of time, and which eventu-~
ally moulded ths efficial theology of Egypt.

Priests: In the hands of priests, the religious belliefs of
the people underwent modifications and even s rudimentary systema-
tisation. The different independent cults of the kingdom were
organized and combined together and with this organization, ceme
philesophic speculations and theeorising.

Priests were of many ranks. They were celled prophets, er
the learned heirarchy. The sovereign pontiff directed the exer-
cises of theiy funotions end waz called the first prophet or the
first servant of the gods. The other group werse the prophets,
judges, scribes, victim examimers, robe and sacred animels keepsrs.
To these ranks of priests officisl offerings were granted. They
were exempt from taxes.

The prince was the great high priest and the whole religion
of the nome rested upen him. He was to perform the various cere-
monies as sacrifices and physicsl cleensing. Literary ability
was given to him by the god in exchange for certain ccmpmnsations.
When kings were troubled by stete affairs, priests were appeointed
as assistantas after a long life devotion to the study and practice

of the thousands of formelitlies whose sum constitutes the local

rallgion.i
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Egyptian prieats were well educated. Priestly colleges
&rose in the great sanctuaryes of the country and gredually ab-
sorbed a considerable part of its land and revenue. In time
Priestly system became a state within a state. 7The prince teok
care to keep his govermment in his own hands, either by invest-
ing one of his children with the title and functiona of chlef
pontiff eor by arrogating them to himself.

The other class was the masses of common people. Corres-
pending with these two classes, the Asjiatlce priests and the ig-
nerant poor peepls, there were two kinds of theology; or, as it
was called, the "double theology."

The priests had their esteric or interior theology as an
initisted and learned olass; and, also an exeteric or exteridy
theology was for the common people. The interior theology wes
for the wise and was related to the unity of apiritual deity.

The exterior, which was for the poor masses, was & more
busk a8 the kernsl was kept out of their reach. The racial ori-
gin and the double theolegy were effective elements and factors
in the contradictions which accompenied that religion. A vivid
consciousness of the spiritual nature of the delty combined with
the coarse, sensuous, representations of the deity of the oneneas
of god conjoined with the greatest diversity of divine perasons.
The phenomena of the two contrasts menticned before was not enig=-
matic. Its explanation should be sought in this double theolegy.

The Official Heligion: This is the religion of which much

knowledge can be gathered. The monuments, that have come down
to us, are for the most part literary and architectural, and en~

shrines the 1deas and beliefa of the cultured part of the commu-

nity.
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Papyrus was avalleble for those who could write or read.
The temples were erected at the expense of the State and the
texts and figures with which they were sdorned were engraved
or palnted on their walls under the direction of priests. The
sculptured and decorated tombs, the painted mummy cases, the
costly saroephagus, the roll of papyrus that was buried with
the dead, were all alike, the privilege of the wealthy and edu-
cated. Tombs were filled with offerings and illustrations of
the dalily life of the decessed. Their waslls were adorned with
representations of the scenes from the deceased earthly life,
and with inveocations to the gods.

Pepular Roliq;an.~ Sourcest but the sources of the pepular

religion are limited and our knewledge must be imperfect. It
was to be gathered from the traces it had left in the religion
of the state; from stray references to it in literwsture, from a
fow rare monuments, from its swvivals in the modern folk-lere
and supsratitions of Egypt, or from its influence on the decay-
ing faith of the classical age.

The esrly neolethic pepulation of Egypt whom phesrcanic
Egyptisns found already settled in the country were fetish wor-
shippers. They had ne priessts for fetishism 1s incompatible
with & priestheood in the proper sense of the term; neither did
they embalm their dead. Embelming, the gods and sacerdotal ocoll-
eges of the State and the belief in the resurrection must have
been for them of foreign origin. Here and there a few evidences
have been preserved. In the tomb of Ha~Zeser-Ea~Seneb at Thebes,
the artist haa intreduced a plcturs of a peasant making his morn-
ing prayer to a sycamore which stands at the end of & corn fleld,

while offerings of fruit end bread and water ars placed on the



ground beside 1t.5¢

Professor Maspero hes drawn attention to a certain stelae
in the museum of Turin, which shows how, even in the lower middle
class, it was the animal itsalf and not the official god incar-
nated in i1t that was the ebject of worship. The second king of
the second Thebes dynaasty was saild to have legalized the worship
of the Bull Apis of Memphis and of Menic of Helliopolis and Ram
of Mendes. The officisl explanation was that these animels were
but incarnations of Pteah - Re to whom the worship was really
addresesd., It was an explanation sbout which people neither knew
nor cared.

People honoured the animsls themsslves. The most vernsrated
and feared were snskes. Amon was the name, the serpent sand HKa
also belonged to it. Miraculous powers were suppesed to be
possesaed by snakes.

Elements of Conception: Such elemsnts are to be found in

the following: s) prehisteric figures, in graves and town rulns
various animals rigures were found which seem to show the adora-
tion of different species. Human figures were also found and
perhaps were te satisfy the wants of the dead and not to represent
humsn beings. It seems to be distinectly servitors only; b) meglc.
It wes the basis of peopular tales. Altheugh we find in thelr
human conduct virtues particularly of charity and benevelence
which waa regarded for obtaining happiness in the life.to come,
the Egyptian morality was without quality, for the peepls trusted
te magical arts to deceive the gods. Some were written in the

69. Sochell,!'Tombeaux Thebisns' in Memoirs de la arcleologi-
que francaise du Calre, vol. IV, pPe 4.
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book of the dead and was buried with the body to: help the de-
ceased at judgment; o) domeatic worship; d) birth, marriage, and
death ceremonies; e) dancing: a reference iz mentioned in 1its
place to the Israelites, when they began to dance before the
bull in the Wilderness as a derived practice of the Egyptian
popular religion; f) wayside shrines; g) festivals of fertility
and haprvest, gardens of Osiris and Adonis in Syria ornamented
the house with bowles filled with the Nile mud are on the head
of these festivals; h) great temple feasts; 1) seed festivals;
J) religious calender; k) lucky and unlucky days; 1) general
feasts were: two for the new year, twelve for the first days of
the month, and one of rising of the day star,

In the popular religion period, the separation of religion
and morality found its way. Primitive man adm:red strength
rather than goodness. He worshipped power and feared it. Promis=-
cuous intercourse between the two sexes, polygamy with its stten-
dent, pelysndry were practiced as legitimsate fathers were to be
designated, Marriage of sister which wtill was practiced in later
ages.

Religion had an Iinverae history and to bring religion and
morals together, you should place morals under religion, or the
sanction of religion.

Funerary Religlon: Hastings asays:

Perhaps the causes of 1ts prominance were the Kile
deposit. The importence of its tombs was clearly shown

in considering it not as only houses of the dead, but a

record of the ancient Egyptian civilization, and the

reasons cf 1its offerigsu were to insure the future happl-
ness of the deceased.

These offerings were of food, drink, model houses, furni-

ture of concubines and slaves and weapons. Offerings to Ka god

70, Hestinge, Encyclopedia, Ibid., p. 237.
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wore granted instead of bread, terra cotte oskes inscribed with
the name. Prayers, sacrifices, incatations, ablutions and cere-
monial ritualistlic were meant by to propriate the gods, and in-
sure thelr continued beneficence toward the people and the land.
Agein Hastings menticns some of its prehistoric rituals, as Egyp-
tian secondery burial. The body dismembered had been sought in
Cannabsalism The flesh was eaten by birds and the bones were cen-«
signed in tombs. The body was pleaced in a contreaoted position
on the left side, the hips and the knees were on the left side
with the hands together before the face, which was to the west
and the head to the south.

Utensils and weapons were put behind the neck; the biag of
moelochite snd the Slate and the pebble for grindimng the powder
50 paint the face were before the face. The wavy handled jar ef
eintment was at the head end, and a small painted Jar stoed at
the feet. At both sides of the grave were jars full of the
ashes of the burning of efferings mmde at the funeral.

In the pyramid texts snother treatment of the body was
practiced. The head was removed, the flesh was taken away, the
bones were separated and clesned and then recompesed in right
order and the whole body was put tegsther again.

This wae a8 & purification to make the deceased fit asseclia-
tion with geds. This practice was followsed in the Osiris worship.
Pmbalment as & belief was not known before the third er
fourth dynasty, eéven in the omse of kings of Upper Egypt. The

causs of embalming was thelr belief in resurrection.

Mummificetion was not universal and not always practiced.
Until the eighteenth dynasty it was confined to the court and
official priests. It was from the wrappings of the mummy that
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most of the small amulet scareb have survived. The history of
the mummy began accerding to some, after the third dynesty and
for protective amulets in the fifth dynasty. Amulets cornelian
or ivory were placed around the wrists and neck in forms of
jackel, lion head, frog, bee clinched hand and leg. This prace
tlice disappeared from the eighteenth until the twenty~third dyna-
8ty. In the twenty-sixth dynasty, glezed figures of gods were
found. These elsberste armoury of amulets were designed te pre-
serve the body from belng attacked or broken up and to insure
that it should remein complete for the habitation of the Ka.

Houses of the Dead: For communion with the other werld and

peraistance of life after death, the Lgyptians built houses, or
hostelries, which were thelr tcmba, or eternal dwelling places.

Each tomb was composed of a chamber above the ground,
corrider or serdab  Iin the interior of the masonry contelning
statues of the deceased; a pit sunk to & considerable depih
through the rock snd a vault, hollowed in the rock, contalned
the sarcophogues of the dead,

Chief Doctrines - Schools of "heology: If Profeasor Maspere

is right, the two chief achools of religious thoughts and syste-
matizing, in eerly HEgypt wers at Helliopolis neer the apex of the
Delta and Hermepeolis, the modern Ishmunean in central Egypt.

In Hermopolis, the conception of crestion, for exemple, was
not by voice merely, but by the mere sound of the voice. This
conception was forrwed snd worked out. Helliopolis was the source
of that arrengemsnt of the delities into groups of nine which led
to the identification of the gods one with another and se pre-

pared the way for monotheism.’1

71. Maspere, ktude de Mythologie et H'Archiologie & Egyptiennes
B. p. 322,
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If Helliepolis was indeed, as seems probasble, the first
home of this religlous theory, its influence upon the rest of
Egypt wes profound. Already the scheme which placed the Ennead
groups of nine at the heed ef the panthecn, in the early pert
of the historical period, when the texts of the pyramids were
complled, had been accepted throughout the country. It was the
beginning of the inevitable prosess of thought, which ended by
resolving the deities of the offiocial cult into forms, or mani-
festations one of the oth%r, and by landing its adherents inte
pantheism.

To & certaln extent, the general incapacity for abstrot
thought which distingulshed the Egyptians did not hold good of
the priestly college. But even among the priests the abatract
wes never entirely dissocisted from the symbel. At the most,
Egyptian thought cannet rise further than the conception of "the
god who has ne form™ ~ a confession in itself of inability te
conceive what is formless. The results of such inability were
not enly the necessity of representing the gods under special
forms, but even of always s0 thinking of them add to thia the
worship of snimals and the divine origin of certain Individuals.

Thé o0ld Egyptian belief in the divinlty of the brute beasts
stood side by side equally with the o0ld belief iIn the divinity
of man.

In dealing with some characterlstiss of materislism in re-
1igion, Symbolism i1s ssild to conatitute its backgreund and the
one presupposed the other. The Symbol presents the abstract idea
in & me terial and visible shape, but the materislism of the Hgyp-
tien mind demands something concrete, which the senses could appre-

hend. Ka, for example, beoame the materialistic spirit of modern
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spiritualism which is merely matier in etherialized farm. Egypt
gave shape and substance to the mental and spiritual oreation,
like the i{deas of Plato which became sensuous realities, or like e
the written symbols which express them. The nums was leoked on
a8 the essence of the thing included. The name i3 expressed in
beth sound and writing. The bird which represented the idea of
the scul became in time the soul itself. This very fact assisted
the spiritusl Egyptian religion.

The identification of the abstract idess and concrete ideas
ard substantial existence made a pantheistic conception of the
Universe easy. The divine essence permeated all bodies and forma
alike, though 1t menifested itself at a certain moment only, and
under ocertaln forms. It was in the power of the manifestation
of delty which the transformation, or the transmigration continued
the existing of the subject was only in the mind of the obaserver.
“he Egyptian was not flattered by his symbolism, and his symbols
became metaphor in his historical ages - as the msta of our own
language ”oating'hls god," or absorbing a subject.

These symbols enabled him to retain all formulae with gross
meterialism and childlike views of the universe. It enabled him
to ettain to a conception of the divine being which haa elenic
spirit. The two deep rooted religious conceptions in the Egyp~
tian mind which had much to do with purity snd sublimity were
his conception ef a divine law goveming the universze and %o
which gods were submitted end a morsl good being rewarding or
punishing. "he werld was ordered and controlled not by chance
and caprice, but by a fixed law impersonated in the goddeas Mat,
The divine and the moral law were unlike the Elind destiny of the

Oreeks or the Romans.
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In the eighteenth dynasty s belief in the virige birth of
the ged Pharoah bLega: in lLuxor Temple and 8o also was the birth
of Amonhotep I1l. le descended from heaven and became the father
ef the future kingdom. 7The mother was 8till & virgin when the
god of Thebes incarnsted himself that she might behold him in his
divine form. Amonhetop was born from a god, and also the uat-
shepu family members were born from Amon. Feor this reason kings
of the fifth sand 8ixih dynasties called themselves the sons of
gods. Theban monarchs, whose virgin mothers were wedded to Ameon,
were incarnated in the flesh. They were picneers of civilizatien
and inventors of religious ideas. To them we owe the chief moulds
into which religious thoughts hsve been since thrown into doctrines
of incarnetion, eminstion, trinity, absclute thoughts and perma-
nent substances of all things.

in this theology there 1s a similarity to various theories
a8

a. +the epiritusl pert of mun to that vhich undeilles B0

mach Christisn speculation on the subject and which
still pervades the popular theclouy of today;

b. the same distinctinn between Soul and apirit;

c. resurrection of muterial body;

d. heaven a8 & glorified counterpart of our own earth;

e. trinity, whether by artificisl creaticn, process of

gens ration, or by & solar in 1ts origin and with the
epread of the Osirian form of faith. The trinity of
the dootrine became universal through Egypt. This

. last doctrine was in 1ts origin a reduction of the
cycle of divinities gonnected with the Osirian trie
nity a8 Thoth, Amubis, Nebhut and Set, who were sepa-
rated. Osiris became the head of a trisd. Thus 1%
had grown under the influence of a solar theology
end the old conception of a personality which possessed
a concrete form trinity with resurrection and Judgment
to come passed into the schoola of Alexanderis and
were thrown into the erucible of Greek philosophy. The

platonic dectrine of ideas was sdapted te the Egyptien
doctrine of perscnslity and the three persons of the
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trinlty became unity, mind and soul, absolute
thought, reason and energy.

b) Continulty else not with Christian thought

and religlous theology of today, but with pri-
mitive religion of Bebylenia, where we find that
Astro Theology once played a considerabls pari

in the religion of Egypt, and this gives strength
to the ldea that the Hgyptian religlon was of
Asiatic origin. They breught with them the re-
liglous idean of their Esatern home. Babylonlan
pecple systematically mapped out the heaven, di-
vided the stars into groups snd gave to the earth
group & name of its own. All over the world the
prominent stars and constellations have received
names {(net given names) which were common in Egypt
and Babylonla; but the star worship passed inte
the Astroian Theolegy.

Egyptisn religion was not sn isolated fact. It linked
1tself with present belisfs and religlous conceptions and of
& yet older past.

Egyptisn theelegy in general conaisted of mythological
accounta of Osiris and Isis, the judgment of the dead, the mal~
empeycohses (the transmigration of the soul) and things per-
taining to the ceremonisl worship of geods.

In the popular theology of Egyptian religion & word should
be ocutlined abeut these previous sontents.

Mythelogical Acosunts: A wyth is & phenomens of natural

activities in vericus forms related te humen beings as if they
were gods. It comsists of symbols &imple or complex and thoughts
clethed in sensuous forms. Symbols are origineted in myths as
myths are sntecedent to symbols. Formetion of mythology needs
not capacity for poetry - @ roving life of confllcts, conquest
epic condition, & state of coming into being, taking shape with-
out fixity end order, or @ settlsed life. For this reason there

is ne supreme kind of mythology . Understood symbols leed: for
greater devetion than mgchologienl representations. The Egyptians

worshipped the symbols not the gods; a worship ranks lower then
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the adoration of a god like the Olympian Zeus. But if symbols
are understood, men can reach a spiritual conception much more
Quickly and are not offended by the coarseness and hideousness
of the emblem., A certain attraction is left in the elements cf
mystery and fresh symbols can be employed continuously as means
of conveying new thoughts. It was sa‘d that the victory of light
over derkness, and flow over drought, the ressurection of Osiris,
these and like mytho inspired the noblest Egyptian poetry, alf
though it was crippled by its saceredotal and liturgics character,

In the Egyptlan mythology two traits can be felt; the love
of their river and the delight in sunshine,

Commological mythss Ouvt of the many pages in many books

written In mythology and history of legendary of Egypt a brief
ocutline can serve,

Creation was by voices, words and by muscular efforts. GCods
gave life by weepin;, Ptah moulded man with his own hands.
Ehnumu formed him on potters table. Ra flooded the earth with
his rays as with flood of tears. Men sprung from pillmell eyes
and were gscattered abroad with the light over the surface of the
world. The mud of the Nile by the burning sun; by fermentation
brought forth the varicus races of men and animals by aponthneoua
generaticn. Igyptians according to these mythas are the descene
dants of Ra. Others say that they were like brutes crying until
Thoth taught them how to speak and how to write. Lorus's two
eyes opsned, in turn, the right one was the sun, or Ra, and the
left one was the moon. Lis face shcne with Zodiacle 1ight,
attached to earth by four thick locks of hair, the pillars which
upheld the firmament and presented its falling into ruin, Sibu,

was concealed into a form of colloesal gender, His mate once laid
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the sun egg, or daily lmid it. “he goose became the mother of
the egg out of which the universe was born. So [, the son ef
the sky geddess, was to be born dally with every new dawn. He
was the luminous egg, luld and batched in the east by the celes=
tial goese. 7The sky was a sucking calf of pure mouth. he
father was 8ibu the Luil, or a heifer, or morning stsr, which
was to salute fs dally. One aspect was common, "oorn end dis-
appea;’ to be born again anew the next morning.™ The sun god
nad barks. A war between the sun god Ka and Appipe the serpent
was continnous. In that war people were to help Has with beat-
ing their breasts and with music until Ka was to eme#ge from
the darkness and egsin wes to go on his way, while Appipe sank
back into an sbyss parelized by the mmgie of the gods. If 1t
triumpned over Ha, the explanation wes @ solar eclipse. The
rising back by the strength of the next flood and that phenomena
was8 greatly repeated. The periodicity of the sun's oblique meve~
ments was regarded as the necessary consequences of the periodic
movemsnt of the Nile, or the ocelestlal Nile.

The moon gouhu auhu was the left sye of lorus. ie was
guarded by Ibis, or the cynocephalus. On the fifteenth of each
month, his enemies werc to cause a great psril toc the moon or
the lunar eye of Horus. They were to fall upon him, tear him
out of the face of hesven and cast him in the Nile. .ls guardians
wers to set forth to find him and to restore him to .10rus. 5S¢ he
waes born %o dle and die to be born again. When his enemies were
to be gre#dy they had to swallow him and this was the explanation
of the eclipses. The universs was locked upon as compesed oi &

sky god supported by his four children on its four pillars. Osirls
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was on the south, Set on the north, Thot on the weat and Sopdi
on the east. Ancient Egyptians imegined the whole universe as

& large box nearly rectangular in form. Its grester diameter
was from south to north and its least was from east to west. The
earth with ite alternate eontinents and the seas were to form
the bottom of the box. It was & narrow ebleng and slightly con-
casive fleoor with Egypt in its center. The sky stretched over
1t like a flat iron celling. Its earthward face was capricious~
1y sprinkled with lsmps hung from strong cables extinguished or
unpsresived by day. They were lighted and visiovle to eyes at
night. Since this celling could not remain in mid air without
support, four columns, or rather four forked trunks of trees,
8imilar to those which maintained the primitive house, were
supposed to uphold it.

Osiris's Myth: They believed that the kingdom of Osiris
was the cool and misty northern part in the Delta end the dead
went there.

Osiris was an agricultural deity from a Syrian brigin wheo
entered Egypt with the conquering people. According to legends,
he was an Egyptian Phareah who devoted himself and his life to
doing good. le intreduced elements of arts and oculture among
his sybjects and trsnsformed them from savages inte civilized
men. He was the son of the sun god and was born in the first
of the intercelatory daya.

He aset from his kingdom to subdue the world by the arts of
peace. He left Isis to govern in his absence. On his return
Set and his two fellew conspirators imprisoned him by craft in
a chest whioch was thrown in the Nile.
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8et found the chest, and ocut the body into pleces. Iais,
searching in vain, found most of these pileces except one. She
mummified 1t as the first mummy in the world. Horus was to
avenge his fatler's death. After battlea, the contest ended
with his victory over Set. When the ged Thoth was appointed
&8 an arbiter, he divided Egypt inte lower and upper Egypt. Set
toock the Delta.

Osiris was restored to life and became god of immortality.

Anthrepolegical lyths: Men was suppesed to have sprung

from the two esyes of the supreme god ocalled the flock of ke.
He was divided inte four reces: the Egyptians, the Negroes, the
Asiatica, and the White Skinned naticns of the North.

Man was campoaed of twe elements, body and soul. By his
mind he was connected with god and by his body he was connected
with matter. HMind before incorperated in matter was free to
visit all worlds, but when it entered the body it inshrouded
itself in the souzl or the Ba, which was connected witly the body
by way of spirit or breath. Se they beleived in the double mind
in soul end spirit enveleped in matter and these interpeneirate
esach other.

The imperishable Parts of Man: Anelent Egyptians bellieved

in the imperishable parte of man and in the underworld.

Phe imperishable parts of man were the Ka, Khu, the ba, and
the Ah.

Ke = double: To them it had an independent existence, resal
and material. It was separested from the object of which it weas
a faosimile end presentment, and represented it elsewhsrs. It
geme life and form to the object. Spiritual reflection of ons

object had a conerete form: this 18 the last Platonic doctrine of Ka.
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Ka had no exiatence before man's birth, but to Ka his exis-
terice was owed. Ka was alive after the desth of the boedy. It
needed t¢ be sustained with food and drink hence the offerings
to the human K& and tc god Ka.

The statues and images in tombs were survived till,ft last
Ka was again united to the body and soul. “hese statues, idea
existed in the Memphis school of Theology. 'hey painted a false
door entrence tc the Ka inte the tomb.

Ea was & living principle inspired both gods and men and
represented with symbols of life in ite hands. In Babylenian
religion 4t was 2i. Ka represented the meotivities of sense and
perfection or bedily perfection end powers of enjoyment.

Khu was the Luminous part of man, glorious or shining in-
telligence and was reprosented a8 & bird, inscribed, or depicted
on the tomb stones of Abydes, with bent arme of the Ka. It was
with & separste entity, yet comprehended in the humen Ka.

It was the scul of the human Ka aymbolized by the crested
Ibis. Khu formed a link between men and gods and participated
in the divine nature. Where Eha was grown ne mummification was
practioced.

Khu = Vovo = wae the intelligence of which Ba or soul was
the envelope.

Ea was entirely different pnumatolegy. Ba, as a dlsembedied
scul, was plotured ee a human headed bedy, an entity wandering
about the cemstery requiring feod where Ka 1s said to be satie-
fied with the medel) foods placed in the tombs. The Ba was asseclia-
ted with the Sshu, or the mummy, as the Ka with the Khat, the body.

The Ab: ' the Will was symboliszed with the heart. They ssy

men 18 in god's hearts. A mine of wide heart or washing of hearts
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Here was the sest of feelingz snd mind, not the material part,
but the double which passed after death in the other world -~
abode of hearts.

The Ran was the true sxistence for the animate or inanimate
bodies. From such & belief we cen 8sy that man in ancient Egyp*~
tian religieon was composed of three elemsnts, Body, soul and the
Ka, end Ka was regarded either as an invisible genii = & kind ef
guardisn angel attendant upon man or an intermediate element link-
ing the bedy and soul. Ka required a dwelling pluce; therefere,
they took great pains that 1t might not go homeleas and seo pre-
served the bodies s mummified or monuments to harver the Ka of
the degesased, whether m&n or sscred animals.

Behind all we find their belief in the immortality eof souls.
Ea existence is =8 a replicsa of earthly life, so preservation was
essential te sternal rest with the requisite provisions of food,
drink, erticles eof adornment and supply of every kind.

The Underworldi The Egyptian underworld was divided inte
twelve heours of the night, sssoclated with the sun's course. Twelve
spaces were called csravems or flelds. ZEach field had hia large
pepulation of gods of spirits and of the dead.

The gates between the hours each was guarded by watchersa
and fisry serpsnts.

The Ba in the cemetery. Soula existed in tombs and about
the cemetery. The soul was theught of &s & humen headed bird,
the Ba flying in snd out of the tomb requiring sccess to the food.
The soul had sccess to ite provisions and to the outer air by =
model gallery which was made on the ground surface covered over
by the Mastaba pyramld of the second dynasty and placed in model

granaries of mud.
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The Ka and its imagery - soul. It was thought that the Ka
(or Will) and %he will or ¢onsciousness of the person coinclded
with the sensatioen of the body.

Desath: They believed in death end regarded it as a phase
of life. Words were addressed to the dead in the day of obsequies.
"The joy of Amun 138 in thy hesrt, thy members are intact, mounted
on thy twe horsed chariot, thou geest up on to thy bark, beasts
are gacrificed smpherae are opened, sweet songs ere sung bvefore
thee.® "2 They buried their deceassd with open mouth and open
eyes to guarantee life to the bedy. The body under the form of
s mumny was placed in its chapel of the dead, pressrved. Sacred
formularies contained in the book of the desd were placed besids
the corpse a8 & talisman against evil. BSuch ecription was found,
®ye who knows this boek, says s sarcophogus of the eleventh dyna-
sty is one who, in the day of resurrection in the underworld arises."?

They believed In immortality. This immortality wes connected
with the art of tranmmigration, or the soul's great journey beyond
the tomb, and with the bellief of tranabrmation and transmigration
of Souls. The seuls of men survived their bodiss and returned
to 1ife agein in animals for three thousand years; till the ex-
pirstion of 10,000 years no soul will return to its pristive con-
ditions. After this nation of successive transmigration the soul
returned to that form which it set out. Earthly life was not re=-
quired to be stripped by extreme asceticism. Man was the son of
the god Osiris. The god of 1ife, enemy of the power of msterility,
darimess and evil was to do battle with evil aleng the whole line

7g. De Pressence, Ibid., p. 74. (For these hymns sees Keneuf.)

73. The Religion of Anclent Egypt snd Hibbert Lectures, edso
_Pr’stﬁh‘rd, M-
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commencing with the land of Egypt itself. The soul should be
saved from barreness; hence, it must share in agricultural labeur,
such us making channels for irrigation, and sowing the land to
securs fine harvest to propogate domestic animsls. In doing this
it performed a religious sct.

Soul wandering was necessary before entering final Urdeal.
The soul undsrwent preliminary orial ~ & hell for termenting
the soul before ita final destruction. If the judgment was
favorsble, the soul resumed 1ts members and was united to its
wummy. Then it descended inte fields of Ashlou where it found
a sort of substeranean Egypt. Here it resumed its past life,
which was ideallzed and glorified. It laboured and tilled heaven-
ly fields with the asslstance of helpers represented in little
figures placed in the tomb. After work every evil principle was
taken away and the soul was already united to his god and with
his eid entered the final conflict with the terrible monsters at
the fifteenth gate of the Elysian fields through which it had to
pass.

When it comes victorious from the last Urdeal and (Plato agys
"if anyone's life had been virtuous he shall obtein & better life
hereafter and if he was wicked it will De a worse 1ife."), it re-
sumed its body which had been walting (embalmed and preserved
until the return of the soul) in the form of & mummy. S0 the
human body was constituted in all its elements, flooded with ce-
lestianl glory and became in the end a purs intellect which,saw
gods, being god emong the gods, and was absorbed in the god.
When man died he became assoclated with the sun ged, whose his~-
tory became his and wae called Osirie and entered the bark of

the sun. But to arrive &t length on the mys terdous shore of the
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West, where all life was renewed and to be admitted to the henour
of the supreme Urdeals which were always severe, man should have
been triumphed here below. ilis higher nature sheuld prevall and
predominate over the low.

They believed in regarding men's destiny in a continuous
life after death and exactly it was as which he led on earth.’%

The anxious and constant reiterated desire of the dead was
for eating and drinking; oil ointment, cosmetics for eyes, en-
Joyments and nourishments which in funerary usages placed in
exquisitely beautiful vases, Jewelry, clothing and weapons.

“hey bellieved in the return of souls to the bodies especially
at night, taking the form of birds, so they preserved the bodies.

They belleved also that the deceased or the departed ceuld
assume 4ifferent shapes end by means of magical formules could
transform himself in all sorts of being. They believed that the
dwelling plece of the blessed desed was at the sunset and that he
was transformed into stars in the sky, celestial fields of rushes.
Anether esmrth beneath the familisr one of men was for kings. For
this we see their houses of the desd temvs made in mastaba pyra=-
mids.

In conoclusion, the Ka had pleaysd an important role in the
Lgyptien mertuary beliefs. 1t was a protective spirit or genids
bern simultaneously with the individuasl and was clesely united
to him throughout life. Ka, survived and quickened him with its
aim which was life, strength and pretection.

Osiris, who was restored to life and became god of immorta-

lity, became to the people Unefer, or the good being.

74. Vergilius, Fern, Ivid., p. 6.
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Osiris's belisf sbsorbed the idea of the & and spiritualised
it end confined it %o the life sfter death.

He became the spiritual body in which the immortel parts of
the man were united together in docubles - secul und spirit, heart
and all met together as they had done when the individual was on
earth, Osiris was the Ka which represented not only the outward
shape, but the inner essencs as well. ‘he whole man was thers,
apirituslly, morslly, intellectuslly &8 well as corprally. In
him there was equality amd ne rank, although the tombs of the
servants were around that of the nobles.

The paradlise over which 0siris ruled and tc which the falithe
ful souls who belleved in him were admitted was the field of Alu =~
a land of light and happiness.

The Judgment: Before entering the kingdom, thers was an

examination to set aside the wicked and permit the good., In
such judgment the fate of the deceased was to be decided. iis
fate in eternity was regarded as in some measure contingent upon
his moral conduct while én sarth. There was a conception of d4i-
vine judgment with the blessed fields.

“he final Judgment was conducted by forty two judges and
Ceirie was the arche judge.

Morality was made an integral part of religion, end even was
sst above it. In the beok of the dead the oourt work 1z men-
tioned in detail.

“he dead was brought by the jackel headed Ambis before the
presence of Osiris who was enthroned with Isls and Nebhat wesa
standing behind him teo pass reiributicn of the life to come.

The prbteat&tlon of the dead wes mede, each denying that he
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had committed sny of the forty-twe crimes. 0 This was the nega=-
tive confession or dqnial.ve
Praise be to thee O Osiris, 1 have not acted with

deceit, not oppressed the peor, Judged unjustly, not

feeble of purpaag, not apoiled the shew bread of the

gods, I am pure.

Ibis was to weigh the heart. Theoth was the reader and re-
corder god. Hoat feather was placed in one part of tLhe big
balance and the other on the cother scale. By heart it was meant
Conscience as it is called in modern phrasesology. "The gods re-
qQuired msrey and righteousness rather than orthedexy of belief
(the same as in the dectrine whioh was echoed s8c many years later

by the Hebrew prophota).”78

Richteousness and mersfy had far
reaching effects on the faith which had led him te do good works.

Confesalons of faith as in pyramide texts were net without
influence on the life and comnduct of those who professed them.
The Egyptisns in their religion, as in the book of the other world,
axpected the final annihilation of the wicked rather than their
emtinued sxistence in an sternal l1life.

in the twelfth dynasty a single mummiform figure was found
for the HKa of the person himself and was supposed to act in the
future. Then to save him from labour a group of figures of serfs
was substituted and their chapter in the beok of the dead was as
a spell to quicken them inte action. They were called the Ushobi

servants, or the unswerer servants.

76. Pritchard, Ibid., p. 34.
76. Maspero, lbid., p. 189~-190.
77. 8ayce, Ibid., p. 175, 176.
78. MNicha 6:8
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The decessed to avoid innumerable perils in the daurk werld
was to join the beats of the sun and was protected and given
Safety. Solar beats come forth from a night of 4,000 years by
way of recent excavation. They found it in Giza Platoau-vg This
was led through the successive gates of the hours guarded by
thelr evil spirits,

If the verdlict were favorable, he addressed Owiris in the
fellowing words:

Behold the deceased in this Hall of the twofold

truth, his heart has been weighed in the balance in

the preaence of the groat genii, the lerda of Hades

and been found true,850

The Iinfluence of the Lgyptian Religien: In spite ef the

perplexing mixture of menctheism and polytheism, of lofty and
noble conceptions and degrading superstitions in the ancient
Egyptian raligicn, Nobedy can deny its influences among the
Egyptians and their neighbors.

Everything produced by the Egyptisn took the stamp of re-
ligion such as thelr writings, their literature, their asciences,
their morals and their lives. Sound morals were held, vices were
prohipited and condemned severely by the Hgyptians. Women lost
their noses because of adultery and men were punished with many
blewa. Punishment of theft was death. There was no absolute
power over the offspring of life. Truth snd justice were ean-
ctioned and were influential. Brugcoch says it was found in =
acript on United Egyptisn wall, "He loved his father, and was a

wise man," as from religlous ideals.B8l

79. Hgypt Truvel Magazine No. 6, Jan. 1966, p. 25, 26.
80. B8ayce, Ibld., p. 177,
81. Smith, Ibid-. Pe 145-
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The Bgyptian religlon tsught the observence of moral law
with reference to the future judgment. Althouch the public was
left tc 8 great extent uneffected by its eolitary influence, yet
the moral code wus understood and taught in & truly spiritusl
sense and not as mechanical conventionsl religious rites ending
in mere externalism, or compliance with the mere letter of wor-
ship. Law met the demnnds made by the consciousness of the Egyp-
tian. Sufflice to read this witness, "I have not grieved the
apirit of gods."82

Such & religion enforced law, net only for human welfare
and individual and gensral happiness, but upheld it as of divine
suthority and divine erigin and ebligation.

The bench of Jjudgment was constituted of thirty chosen
persons, The most noble, upright and learned that could be
found were selected from the three principle citles, Thebes,
Helliopolis, and Memphis. These thirty individuels were te
slect at their first anting the most diatinguished among them
to be president with the title of erch-judge.

The laws of the Egyptians were sald to have been dictated
by the gods or immediately by Thoth.

The influence of that religion passed also into the state.
There too the greatest variety of freedom of forms found s centre
of unity in the absolute divine offices of which we find the king
a8 a 1life giver, like the sun god. His knowledge was eternal and
his ideal was to reign for millions of years upon the throne of
torus. He was the incernation of the sun god. In Eabylonia alae
it was known that the king was divine and continued after death.

In spite of all the great revolutions that took plsce their

g2. Smith, p. 145 (from the book of the dead.)
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governmental system repestedly remained wonderfully uniform and
esser.tially unaltered all through ths long suscession of cen~
turies. Lach new pericd ever after long continued confusion was
in reality u« renewsl of & repititicn of what hsd besn before.

Egyptlan ethics was based upon the immortality of soul and
man's responsibility to his mesker. A% the judgment seat of ged
he was responsidble for his deeds on earth.

The Egyptisn theology had explicit tesching of future retri-
oution after the fanciful interposition of transmigretion. Eter-
nal misery or everlasting felicity was insured. More then thst,
the god himself was the exceeding great reward of the rightecus
and surely would destroy the wicked. His favor wes everlasting
1ife and his wrath was death eternal.

If the centre and soul of any religious system is 1lts theeo~
logy, the sacred literatures were the product of that theolegy.

These saocred literatures were the sources from which that
theology could be known and aystermmtlzed.

The Egyptian theology had been known through its books which
were forty-two, inspired from one origin, the god Thoth.

These books were ten books of prophets or theological beoks;
ten books of stolists or direction to the fes*ivals processions;
hymns and prayers; fourtesn gaored scribes containing all that
was known about the heiroglyphic system of writing and szlences;
two bocks in music and hymnology and six books in sclence and
practice of medicins. Imhotep, or lmouthes, who was a sage and

physician of the third dynasty, was the suthor of the last 8ix

books.
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Add to these the books which were of a religious nature,
such as the books of the dead, which 1s a mixture of magic and
myth, beautification of the dead and the passion play of Osiris.
Perhaps 1t was the product of feudal ages. It was an epltome
of Fgyptian belief in immortality and gave a mythologicel basis
for such a belief. They also had hermetic books which were
written between 350-200 B.,C., In that period the ascetic socle-
ties were founded. They taught that fate governed everything.
Celibacy was assumed rather than stated. Recruits left their
possessions and fled to the desert, leaving their child ren,
parents, and wives, They were led by mysticism. They were on.
fire with god until they'beheld the object of their love,

In the pre~Alesganderian period, the communistic system was
found. God, the originator, soul mode of immortality still was
impriséned in the body liable to future woe or weal.

Theology e&lso contained a religion of repentance with a ten-
dancy to rapture, excitement of dances &nd singing.

From their books also there were theories of plutarch which
were herocil Du moni~, physical books, coesmic solar myths, dualists
ellegorical, seasonal and vegatative and animal; the appollonias
of the Revinolist, sages containing prayers to the sun, fire wor~
ship, claim of poverty to be superior to wealth; and Egyptian
poems of the triumphe of Thot IIT and Rameses.

Influences on Israel: The theology of the Fgyptianshad only

such interlor influences, but it carried its influence into ex~
terior areas. As all religions take and give, the Kgyptian re-
ligion effected otherspeople. The people who had the longest

period of sontact with the Egyptians were the lebrews from the

days of Abrahem until Exodus in the days of Moses.
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Balmond says:

The natural presumptien would bs that a peepls
whe lived for a leng time in Lgypt under the influ~
ence of a race so dominant of such attainments in
civilization end science sc devoted to Heligion
and with so large a doctrine of the future life
would cerry much away with them when they secured
their liberty and could scarcely fail toc take with
:hom agma definite conceptions of a future exis~

ence .

Rev. J. Lury Geden says:

The Hebrew scriptures assume and teszch something ...
about humen souls and how it continues to live when
the bLody dies; at death the soul goes o Sheol, or
the invisible werld gloomy and terrer. it is well
or 1ll with men efter death sccording to the charsec-
ter of their life on earth. Obedience to God's
commandments 18 tantameunt to immertality. That Ged
will eventually bring both the quick and the dead
inte judgment before him, that by divine preerdins-
tion the terminus of humen history will be the ab-
solute catastrcphe of evil, the complete ascendancy
of the righteous government of God eand the perfect
end everlasting bliss of all holy creater; all these
statements can be perallelsd from the Egyptian recerd
except the last one.84

The Egyptian religlon, with its efficial and populsr theo-
logy was in contrast and struggle with that of Israsl. Amid the
welter &and confusion of the Egyptisn mytholegy we seek in vain
for an eternsl and self origineted god as was Jehovah to the
Hebrews. 'The name jehovah implies the spirituwelity of Ged. All
the names of the gods of Egypt have & material connotation and
suggest & material form. FPut in spite of thils contrast, see what
Sugden says:

Egyptian henothelsm prepared the way teo sublime
monetheism, and the Egyptian idolatry suggested by

contrast the self existence and the spirituality eof
Jehovab .*

63. Salmond Immortality, p. 190, Sugden, Ibid., p. 118.
84. OCeden, hev. J. Dury, Summsry on G. ., Sugden, p. 191.
8b6. Sugden, Ibid., p. 59.
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Circumcision, which was a sign of & covenant with God to
Abraham and was regarded as connecting ceremonial purity and
this beceme to Paul the prefiguration of Christian dedication
to Christ and purity of heart, both for Jews and the Christians,
we owe ultimately to Egypt, as Petrie points out:

The ceremony of osircumcision was an Egyptien cus~
tom as far baock a8 twe thousand years before Abraham.
It 18 shown on the early monuments and i1t is named by
Herodotus.

He goes on te aay:

The first, second and fourth commmndmentes ars 8o
far indebted to Egyptk, a8 they are protests against
Egyptian pelythelsm, Egyptisn imege worship and
Egyptisan unremitting labor. The divine revelation
to Hoses did not, therefore, create any new duties
in regard to soclsl conduct, but it did lead the
great lawgiver to select cut of the forty-twe re-
pudia tions of the confession Just those which ags
fundamental and essentiel to gsoclal well being.

He goes on thus, "1t was prebably from the Kgyptian's prac~
tice that Moses derived these lHebrew feasts."58 Furthermore, he
says, "Moses, in his legislation, was not without some obligatien
to the people among whom he had lived so leng.”89 Stanley Cook
says:

The evidence does not suggest that Israselite

legislation was to any considerable extent in-

debted to the code of Hammurabi which was die-

covered In 1905 A.D. It seems a priori far more

likely that Moses would adapt the legal principles

snd procedure with which he and his pecple had be-
come familiar in Egypt.%0

86. Sugden, lIbid., p. 6l.
87. Sugden, Ibid., 69, 72.
88. Sugden, Ibid., 69, 78.
89. Sugden, Ibid., p. 84.
90. Cook, Stanley, Sugden, ibid., p. 78.
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Sir Tetrie says:

The central ebject of devotion in Lgyptian re-

ligion was the sacred boat. This was & bout about

eight feet in length. Upon the boat there siood a

canopy or catafalque, and from this was suspended

the aquare shrine of the god, hung by ropes and

kept from swaying by guide ties at the bottom. Such

shriners seemed to be *he prgtotype of the winged

cherubs on the Jewish ark.Y

Mosea found the ark of the Covensnt s symbol ready to his
hand in the aaored Ark which was kept in the innermost shrine
of the Egyptian temple.

Sugden, in the influence of the ancient Egyptian in other
Hebrew practices, says:

In mk.ng ragulationa for the prieathood, it

would seem probable, if not inevitable, that Moses

would take s his model the constitution of the

priesthood as he had known it during hig forty

years' residence at the Court of Egypt. 2

Bens, in his recent commentary on Numbers, says: "Laws
sctually given or collected by Moses formed the nucleus of the
whole eomposibicn.“ga

In ne ether nation has the belief in the persistence of
human personality after death exercised 8o great an influence
a8 1t did in Egypte.

If these were the influences of the anclient Lgyptian reli-
gion on Israél, we have no sources which can provide us with
evidences that Israel left any traces of their religion in the
religion of Egypt.

Buch were the schools of theology with its double theology,

the two clagses with their two religions side by slde, the offi-

9l. Petrie, Sir F., Lncyclcpedis ieligion and Ethics, Veol. I,
Pe 726,

02, Sugdlm, Ibidw, De e7.
93. 8\18&.13‘ Xbm-, Pe 88.




cial and the populer, the mythological sccounts whether they
were cosmologlcal or anthropolegical, the Osiris falth, the Xa,
the judgment and the influences of that religiorn inside and
outside, which underwent no alternation from the date of 1ts

establishment by Menss to thet of 1ts abolitien by Christianity.



CHAPTER IV
Summary and Recommendation

Summary: It has become clear from the material covered in
this study that Egypt has been a great country.

In Chapter One: Egypt has a good location which makes it
the envy and sometimes the victim of naticns, It has been a very
important country for its Btrategic situation - the key to India
and the bridge to Europe.

Egypt has been unlucky for 1ts physical formation. It is
& narrow cut valley between two perallel rough chains of hills,
People are increasing and the population problem finds no ear
from nature for so it had been formed and their is no possible
extention of ‘ts area.

Egypt is the gift of the Nile, Without the Nile Egypt
would become a desert, The Nile 1s the backbone of lgypt and
its only interior way of navigation. Fo wender the Egyptlans
worshipped the Nile and the annual feast of the Nile was observed
from age to age until a few years ago.

Egypt, the ycungest republic in the world, is six-thousand
years old,

It was a raclal mixture contalning Hamitlc and Semitic
elements anc the mixture has increased in the course of time
by invasion from Palestine like that of the Hyksos, the shepherds,
or from Libya, or Ethiopia,

The letters of Tell el Amarana periocd refer to the vassals
two pharoahs,belonging to the eighteenth dynasty.

Egypt bas been represented as a powerful and highly civi-
1ized kingdom. It was the cradle of civilization, the mother of
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sciences, and the hive of industries. Painting, bullding, mummi-
fying, embalming, supreme architecture arts were known and prac-
ticed. A well established government, & sound moral law, a code
of domestic life of an esrly femily system, all were highly re~
commended in Ancient Egypt.

In Chapter Two; the Egyptians have been known for their
religion. Kgypt meana the heuse of goeds. There were different
conditions, some of which were natural, and some were moral, some
of which were due to the climete, the construftion of the countryy
the way of living snd thinking and some were due to a raclal as
well as religious mixtures, which cooperated together te fashion
and dye their religion with some definite pecularities and quali~
fications., "he invaders carried with them & religious mixture
of confideration of sepsrate cult®, and a combination of all
assorted survivals.

For this resson the Egyptian religion did not have a defi-
nite theelegy or & system.

Primitive religious notions, local worship gods, officlal
religion were all known and practiced in encient Egypt. The
animal was worshipped, or deified and mummified, the king wss
considered the son of & god, or & god on esrth. 7he Nile, the
sun, the moon, the serpent, the bird, the tree, all thess and
others were gods in anclent Kgypt.

Temples were built, tombs, pyramids, monuments, embalming
were practiced. The Egyptians were religious people as well as
obedient to all kinds of rituals, ceremonies, and sacrifices.

In Chapter Three: Because of the double theolegy there

wore different kinds of bellefs and practices.
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The priests in anclent Egypt played a considerable part.

In their hands the laws and codes were moulded. The religious
beliefs to the initiated as well as to the pocr masses were

shaped, and the whole way of living and thinking in Fgypt was
stamped, They were the dynamic power in Egypt. Sometimes they
were the actual governors and many dynasties were from the priests,

They are, in front of the present day public opinion, the
first responsible class for the material religion in Fgypt. In
their schools of religion tremendous doctrines and beliefs have
been explored and sraped,

The belief of immortality, the trinity, the incarnation,
the judgment, the existence of soul after death and the re-
surrection, all find shades in the Egyptian theology. Myths,
whether of QOsiris, the Ka, or of cosmology, find its fresdom of
expression in the Egyptian theology.

This religion had effected to & limited extent many people
as the Israelites and the Greek, The Greeks were capable'to
glve and take, and, in fact, receive frocm thelr neighbours,‘or
environment quite as potent as those which they exlsted if not
more,

The literature production of this FEgyptian religion is still
remarkable and respected both in style, language and contents.

The antiquities found in Tutankamon's tomb inspired as well
as raised the surprise of the twentieth century for the skill of
goldsmiths and painters of these ages. Who can deny thelr em-
balming art. Who can deny the power and wisdom of the Egyptians.
They were Iindeed e great people, Stones, the pyramids, and tombs
as well as templs s, receive all kinds of respect and honor and

new testimonies of their greatness day after day.
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Aress of further study: Seattered sccounts regarding the

Egyptians and their ancient religion have not been sufficient
to cover the long histery of that great country, Egypt, or teo
answer the many questions raised from here or there. Thera are
aresas of study and reseearch and almost untredden paths which
need much longer investigation.

Anclent Egyptisn religion has cslled forth many conflicting
theories regarding its origin and the erigin df the Egyptians.

The erigin of the Egyptians still needs special consecrsted efforts
to be well known. No writer of eminence has done more than make
& passing sllusion.

Beth of the two theories mentioned in their place need meore
defence and by way of long atudy in the original features and
gqualities of the human rece from the days of its migration from
Asla esch theory finds its olear cut preefs and scund basis. By
solving this problem it becomes essily to know what was the origin
of the ancient Egyptian religion. It may be that their philesophy,
their mytholegloal accounts, thely histerical chronology, were
known, yeot they will be moere clear 1f they have received more
light thrown on them from the new facts discovered according to
their origin.

The knowledges of such s religion is essential to a correct
acquaintance with their histery, their character and their con-
ditions. The attaimment of this knowledge is, however, diffiocult
as 1t 18 desirable.

Everything smong the Egyptians took the stamp of religion.
Their clvilization, sdministration, government, laws, morals,
thelr handicrafts, the art of embelming, mummifying, their build-
ing ability, their architecture and paints, their military power
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all these and many others were moulded in the hands of their re-
ligious people especianlly the priests. By attaining more know-
ledge regarding the origin of the Egyptian civilizetion, it can
be a great help to those who are anxious to follow that civili~
zation in its various stagesa. it is not clear whether this
civilization was pure Egyptian or was derived from thelr npeigh-
bors, if it was malid or solid, if it gave and took. The writer
finde it & wide fisld for study to know whether it bDegan strong
and gradually declined,er if it began simple, primitive and gradu-
ally received rmch imprevement.

There are still vast sreas of study and research before the
Epyptologists and the archeelogista. New tombs are to be opened,
new monuments and new mysteries sare to be studied and unsealed.

By way of recent excavatdon they found the solar ships The eyes

ef the world are turned on Egypt to receive daily news of the

work of the native committee of excavation. The writer feels

the need of international archeeleglist committees to coopsrate
with the native one to meke new finda. What was dug and discovered
is stil) very little. The Egyptians think of new findinge.
Scajtered here and there, unreachable antiquities, sealed tembs
perhaps containing the lost chain in the Egyptian history and
mysterious complicated beliefs, «ll are in need to come to the
light.

The tremendous doctrines moulded in the hands of the priests
of Egypt sand were thought from many as the basls of the recent
day theology are in need of special study to know if 1t were from
their own invention or were quoted and taken from others. Did
the nature cof their land, their way of living and thinking insplire
them or Aid the pharcahs carry them in their migration to Egypt
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&8s lnvaders.

The Sphinx of Gisza expected from generation to generatien
& speoclal study. The Elephantine, the Milky Way, the Ka end
others wers not yet considered with & clear knowledge.

The psycholegists can devote greater atudy regarding the
psychologleal effects of that religlon on the Egyptiana them~
selves and their response to it whether it wss artificial,
mechanical or real and spiritusl.

Syria, Palestine, the Hittites, the Persians, the Hebrews
and the Greeks were in contsct with Egypt. Sometimes they were
united by treaties. Documents were used and preserved. Military
sk:ll and tactics were shown. Here is a fileld of study befere
men Bf war and men of peace.

Egypt in the Bible is a wide fisld of study. Hebrew prophets
visited Egypt. Hebrew fathers sojourned in Egypt for & leng time.
The Israelites were under bondage in Egypt.

Egypt 18 in need of a considerable study from all these
classes eof men. By this Egypt can be known as well as it can
know ites peat and consider its present poaition.

Again the writer confined by apace snd time feels the need
of sound classification te that religion. Does it begin a mone-
theistic or dees it e¢nd es monotheistie. It is not clear and
such & problem needs more study from the philosophical point ef
view.

Some put the ancient Lgyptian religion according to the form
of ite doctrines with other religione in which symbols predominate.
Some would classify it acoording to its orgsnization, or eccle~
siastical structure with the category of theocramcy like the Meso-
potemian (8emitic religien) aymbols and theeries.
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Some belisve that the ancient Egyptian religion was prac-
ticed one and the same in all parse of Egypt. Other say that
1t took the model and style of eech period in the Lgyptian hise
tery. The religlen of Thenis period was not that of the Hellio-
polis, or Memphite pericd. The religion of the Persian period
wad not that of the Ptolemies period.

Men of the history as well as men of the philesophy of
religion can declare and discuss this preblem in detail.

The pharosh of the Exodus ef Isrszel from Egypt 1s 8till
unknown. About him many theories are held and each theory has
its edvocates.

1f any scholar can put the final exact date in its place
the history before and after that phareah can be connectsd.

Conoclusions and Recommendation: The glaring inconsisten-

cies and contradictory bellefs held all at one time by the ancient
Egyptians are the csuse of much of medern scholars trouble in
attempting to reconstruct an account of their religious 1deas.
They themselves left no systematlc scoount of their religion.
This religion was not one religion - never in place nor in time
for there were many ocults at meny plsces. Lven at the height of
ancient Egyptlan culture, there sexlisted side by side, at least
an offiecial religion and a populer religion. The Egyptolegists
alse count with the fact that no one medern classification, such
as, for example, fetishism, snimism, nature worship, henotheism,
panthéism, monothelsm, can account for all the peculiarities of
this religion, or religions of sncient Egypt. In fact it con-
tained elements and aspects of all thease, and withal it was sym-
bolical and literal, mystical and pregmatic, conservative and
syncretistic, and supremely contradictive and inconsistent at

one and the same time.
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The Development of Ancient Egyptian Religion: 1In its de-
velopment 1t belongs not to the exclusively monotheism, nor to
these in which polytheism is dominate, but stands just at the
point at which men try to reconcile the Imity and spirituslity
of God with the multiplicity of his manifestations.

It may be true that ancient Egyptian religion was originally
& monotheistic religion. Their philosophy of religion like their
neighbors, the Lebrewas, and the Chaldeans, offers clear evidence
that monotheism was man's primitive belief and that polytheism
or pantheism was a deterioraticn and lapse.

The Egyptlans believed in the unity of the Supreme God. This
unity was most energetically expressed as God, one God and no
other God with him., But how to reconcile this unity with the
Egyptian polytheism, History and geography will perhaps eluloidate
the matter, Ronouf defends this idea by saying:

The anclient Egyptlan religion comprehended a quan=

tity of local worship. Each nome had its principle

god, designed by a special name, but 1t was always

the same divine whiich reappeared under different names.,

One idea predominated that of a simple reverened god,9%¢

He furthermore says, "that from er rather before the begine
ning of historicel period, the pure monotheism religion passed
through other phases or through sabeism. The sun was taken not
as a symbol of life, but as the manifestation of God himself."

The human representations, or incarnations, which were based
usually on the struggle for existence, as a river flows or dries
up, light and dark or were bullt on strong intuition of immor-
tality like the absorbing preoccupation with the future charace-

teristic of the race were considered as divine union with the

94, Renouf, Ibid., p. 89.
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supreme being or eminstion from him rather than from their in-
trinsic nsture.

The priests who were monothelstic considered it impious to
represent tho suprome being by images and i1dols, but made him
nown to the masses by personifying his various sttributes end
menifestations.

This unity ofdeity was net represented and known by an ideas,
& sentence, a being, or worshipped in silence, but under positive
forme and hence there arose & multiplicity of gods that engen-
dered idolatry end caused a total misconception of the real
nature of the deity.

A8 soon as he was theught to have any reference to his werks,
or t¢c men, he cezsed to be quescent. The deity became an agent.
Ne longer was he one god, but diastinguishable and divisable sccord-
ing to hie supposed charscter, &ctions, and his influences on the
world. Deity was then the creator, the divine goodness (abstraoct
1dea of good), wisdom, power and the like. The Egypt;nns gave
te tholr deities varlous attributes and various names. They sepa~
rated them and to the uninitisted Qeitles became distinet geds.

In order to specify and convey an impression of these abstract
notions to the eyes of men, the Egyptians distingulshed the geods
by some fixed representations or signs of the varlous attributes
of the divinlty.

A8 the subtility of philesophic speculations entered inte
the originally simple theory, numerous subdividisions of the di-
vine nature were msde. Anything which appeared to partake of or
bear anslegy to it was admitted to a share of worship. Lence

arose the various grades of deities, gods of ons, twe and three

orders.
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Furthermere, the Egyptian figures were various, not to be
looked upon ss real personeges. Nobody with intelligence be-
lieved that a being could exist with the head of an animsl join-
8d tc & humen bedy, but credulity will alweys do i+s work. The
uneducated failed te teke the same view of them &s the initiated
pertion of the community end the mere emblems soon essumed the
importance of the divine persormge to which they beleonged. These
abuses were the natural oonsequences of such representations.

The Egyptlans alsc represented the same deity under many
different names and charscters, but they failed to ccnceive the
adoration of ons pattern or patron god as an absoluts idea and
the object of their worship. At the game time they failed to
practice and aochieve a consiatant set of ideas. Ir attempting
to unite certain attributes into trisds they pictured or repre~
sented the soul as & hawk, the sun god of Helliopelis, while the
sun god was not reprecented as & hawk, but as a men like the
Pabylonian god. One result of the Ealudscopic interchange be«
tween sl)l these enneads was the growth of the trinities in which
the same god appeared under three aseparated forms. CGod number
three proceeded from two gods. In every clty one of these com-
hinations was the triad of the place. The first member of the
triad@ was not of the first order but an attribute combined with
some abstract idea to form e result.

The Egyptisms represented their gods in their relations wlth
human belngs. Men felt dependent on geds, for divine asalstance
in knowledge and guldance. Man was anxious . how he was to -
glorify ged by his works. Calamities were sent by gods. God
to them was the great provider and sustainer. God lived through

that which was geod and pure.
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These religious conceptions are favorable to morality. Such
teachings do not occupy itsalf with that which is ocutside of
life, but goes on te take hold of life and exercise influence
over it. Man's moral consolousness in that religion did not
reat rarely on the feslinge of his response teward,&is fellow-
men, but on his response to & higher supreme or superhuman power.

¥any elements entered in that religion and turned it inte
& complex and contradictory polytheism. Such elements were the
worship of animals and the worship of the powers of nature, trans-
migration of sculs, and sacredaelism.

All unususl strange and incomprehensible things in nature
were the abodes of beings which the Egyptians called gods. Gods
were good or evil. The evil gods were called demons, the goed
gods were worshipped and propitiated. Demons were abhérad and
feared snd scmetimss propitisted.

If any connection was to be made between the Egyptian re-
ligion and the Indian religion 1t is to be ascridbed to the peried
when the two races left central Aaie, becsuss this notion had
been held by Egypt et 1ts earliest monarchy.

Ancient Egyptian religion underwent a pantheistic phase.

It contained drama of naturel life, the symbol of the drames
of the moral l1life, or in other words, two opposing panthelstic
naturslism and the Egyptisn consclence drifted backward and for-
ward between them.

In this it was akin %o the Aryan religions by its mythology
and 1ts theothrepism. In theothropism, or anthropomerphism, the
king was not only & god living on earth, but everytbeliever was
destined to become at his death Osiris himself in the realm of

the underworld as one of the genii of light who eccompanied the
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god Ee in his triumphant course.

These delties were subject to change of time and place,
but the noticn of the divinity like the institution of royalty
to the king for example underwent no change. ‘The change was in
names only or in menifestations: Ptah, who was god of Memphis,
was changed to Osiris when Memphis beceme a capital. Amon of
Thebes, was not dlstinguished from Knem of the middle peried.

When ancient rgyptian religion beca=e a pantheistic religion
it passed under many phases such ag Sabeism: the sun instead of
being considered as & symbol of life becames a manifestation of
the god himself; myateries: souls were aelf’existent not begotten,
and soul in two twins father and son one of one. These mysterioua
beliefs developed and progressed until the Ptolemaic periocd and
the mythioal tales and legends which grew ocut of myths were not
confounfed with it. Consequently some say it was monotheistio,
some say it was polythelstic, or panthelstic, and scme say 1t
was henothelistic.

All Apepla' sttempts Lo reduce the pantheisis into two gods,
Amon Fe snd Sutich, wers in vain.

The religicus revolution of Akhenton, who worshipped Atin,
the sun disk for monotheism was mlso in vain because of the priest-
1y guilds of Thebes. Thelr cccupatlcn was in danger and thelr
revenues diverted. They possessed & power of caste which was ty-
ranicel, exclusive and pretentive., Sacredotelism, which carried
rituslistic ceremonies toc the greatest extent known of priesthood
to auch & degree to make them the real rulers of the land, was
an eactive element in Akhenton's failure.

Although Akenton's scn-in-law, who was Tutankaten, hurriedly

changed hies neme inte “Tutsnkemen, returned f:om the palsces and
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temples of Akhetston to the central city of Amen worship of
Thebes. Yet montheistic tendencies of & lesa far reaching kind
appeared in the habit of marnifying the impertance of deity by
celling « god the only god. Ptah He Amen, who was claimed to be
the spirit and mmster, was called the one god. Few perscns felt
devotion to their gods and & dreary formalism and ritual grew
evermors mechanical.

But in spite of all thils, & religion with such divergencies
in conceptions a8 well as in rites and ceremoniocus examples, with
its pantheistic creator deified Egyptlans and prosaio history

could not be harmonised with meonotheistic views.

Iheology of Anclent Egyptian leligion: That which was on
the whole was the mest siriking festure and sccordingly repro-
duced most prominently in the Egyptisn theology wes 1life in its
eternal unchangeble foundation and 1ts inumersble medes of mani~
festations.

Life, health and well being was the Egyptiarn metto and the
sum of his wishes.

The Egyptians were net sanguine and nervous people, or ex-
ceedingly pessimistic and gleomy. Thelr monuments show them an
exceedingly happy hearted people, who teoo often, perhape, f&llow-
64 the anclent advice, esat, &rink end be merry.

The indestructableness of life in spite of the hoatile de~
structive powers of death was what constituted the whole faith
and hope of the Egyptians. 7There was never an ancisnt peopile
who insisted upon believing that "it is not death to dle," with
more emphasis than the Egyptlans.
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This was their great dogma and all their enumerable symbols
woere cglled in to aid them in proclsiming its expression. Ee saw
in the chanping such as the shining phenomena of heaven: sunrise
and sun-set, regular falling of the Nile - the traces of eternal
life and made an application of it to human life.

It can be said that the eyes of the Fgyptians were blinded
by the symbols, dulled by overmuch reverence to the past and
materialism which came of a contentment with this life. They
ended in scepticism of despair, or prosaic superstitions of a
decade age.

This religion of many concepts, some of what were pardonable,
running the gamut from crude animism to exalted spiritualism and
& mythology beautiful in its maln simplicity could not surveyed
completely in this study. Instead of elevating the mind and
shedding on the spirit of the worshippers a clearer and purer
light than human reason can afford, this religion darkened the
intellect and prostrated man before dogs, cats and beasts., Re-
ligion of a gublime monotheism, enlightened pantheism disgulsed
itself in allegories and metaphors.

That Egypt passed on amount of revealed truth which made
her the envy and the teacher of nutions was the special victim
of Satanic guile.

But the task wrich dropped from their hands was taken by
others, the seeds which they had sown were not allowed to wither
and like the elements of today's culture and civilization the
elements also of our modes of religious thought may be traced
back to the “dwellers on the Nile® We are heirs of the civilized
past and & goodly portion of the civilized past was the creation
of ancient Egypt.
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