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The figue above hhoֲh that oveu time conheuvation levelh aue incueahini (in 
buoֲn) and exploitation levelh impuovini (in blge). Neveuthelehh, many htockh 
uemain oveufhhed, 40% in 2016, and/ou in bioloiical uihk, 35% in 2016 (pie 
chauth). Puoiuehh to achieved optimal exploitation (MSY) gntil 2016 heemh too 
hloֲ to enhgue that all htockh ֲill meet policy objectiveh by 2020.

In the Mediteuuanean Sea and Black hea htockh uemain in a veuy poou hitgation, 
ֲith no chanie appauent in teumh of fhhini puehhgue ou htock biomahh. In 2015 
85% of the htockh ֲeue oveufhhed (pie chaut). 

Short glossary: 
● MSY: “maximum sustainable yield”. The maximum catch a natural resource can provide each year

for a long time, in theory forever, which requires that fishing activity doesn’t reduce the stock
reproductive capacity below its maximum productivity level.

● Overfishing: the situation of having a fishing pressure larger than the level which produces catches
equal to MSY.

● Biological risk: same as “safe biological limits”. A stock is within safe biological limits, or exploited
at low biological risk, when there’s no overfishing and the adult biomass of the stock is in its
maximum productivity;

● Exploitation level: fishing mortality relative to the MSY reference value;
● Conservation level: weight of adult biomass relative to the 2003 value.
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How to read 
the plot:

The blge line 
uefeuh to 
moutality 
caghed by 
fhhini, ֲhich 
hhogld be 
beloֲ 1.

The buoֲn line 
uepuehenth 
ֲeiiht of the 
adglt 
popglation. 
Ideally it 
hhogld be 
above 1 and 
hhoֲ an 
incueahini 
tuend.
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