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H.-C. Steinhausen Introduction to the fourth ECAP Newsletter 

The present newsletter continues with a series of reports 
on the status of child and adolescent psychiatry in var- 
ious European countries. Irma Moilanen, current presi- 
dent of the Finnish Child Psychiatry Association, de- 
scribes the differences in the training schemes as com- 
pared to other European regions and the plans to devel- 
op programs for special competencies. Despite a rela- 
tively short history of educational curricula, Finland has 
obviously succeeded to train an impressive number of 
child and adolescent psychiatrists who serve the grow- 
ing needs for assessment and treatment in the popula- 
tion. Her report also gives a vivid impression of the so- 
cietal changes in the recent past with all the implica- 
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tions for child and adolescent psychiatric services and 
practices. From all these activities, including an impres- 
sive amount of research activities, one gets the impres- 
sion that the various contributions of child and adoles- 
cent psychiatry in Finland have led to a situation that is 
characterized by respect and appreciation for our disci- 
pline both among professionals and the public. 

The newsletter contains a related document dealing 
with the European Forum for all Psychiatric Trainees 
(EFPT). We are told that the Forum is aiming at the 
promotion and improvement of training curricula and 
contributions to the development of European training 
standards. The invitations of the Forum certainly de- 
serve the support of our community of specialists. The 
reader is specifically refereed to the information on the 
first congress of the EFPT as given in the document. 

Finally, all ECAP readers are again kindly requested 
to send news from their respective countries that they 
would like to be incorporated into the ECAP newsletter. 


