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Even though _1_.t "'hfas: 'béeﬁf 500 gea,.r; '- smces:‘olumbus o

" :;1f§t #et gail fOr the'N§w'wofid, it seéﬁs §5 1f'hi§_--
'éiplbratipn has been r361SCov9red'6ver and ovéivagéin,:
especlally during the last fifty ?earé. Among the |
important historical scholars since 1942 are Alfred
Crosby, Jéffrey Burton Russell, Felipe Fern&ndeﬁ«
Armestre, William D. Phillips, Carla Rahn Phillips, and
Samuel El:ot Morison.: Many of thece historians have
developed their own hypotheses over the controversy of
the discovery, which include scientific knowledge
during the fifteenth century, legitimacy of the
"discovery," and the biclogical and social consequences.
for the indigenous population.

Moreover, scholarship has not been the only aspect

affected by new 1nsight in the last fifty years, but

‘Alfred W. Crosby Jr., The Columbian Exchange (Westport:
Greenwood Press, 1972); Croshy, Ecological Imperialism
(Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 1986); Jeffrey Burton Russell,
Inventing the Flat Earth (New York: Praeger Publishers, 1991);
Felipe Fernandez-Armnestro, Columbus (Oxford: Oxford UF, 1991};
William D. Phillips and Carla Rahn Phillips, The Worlds of
Christopher Columbus (Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 1992); and Samuel
Eliot Morison, Admiral of the Ocean Sea (Boston: Little, Brown
and Company, 1942).




-also the moralhcharacter;of the "dxscovar

:Chrlstophar Columbua Sevoral factors must be
:consxdored before deczding if he was perhaps one ot]
_histOry’s greatest herces or the most~con;emptible
'villaiﬁ. HoWeQei, Columbus' integrity is not the only

issue in question, but alse who was responsible for the

aftereffects upoﬁ-the people and the land. 1Is it
justifiable to presume all the opprobrium associated
with the exploitation of the natives and the land are
all part of a Columbian legacy, or was he just an
instrument of society? Most important, perhaps, is the
duestion: how have all these changes in scholarship and
moral.opinion been incorporated i1nto today's

educational system?
Controversy Over the Discovery

Before delving into the issues of whether Columbus
rightfully should be proclaimed the discoverer of

America, it is important to consider medieval man's
conceptions on the theory of the earth's shape. A
recent historian, Jeffrey Burton Russell, discusses

thege matters in his book, Inventing the Flat Earth,




'that uducatedsxiropoan peoplﬁfknew

’;itha'aarth was spherzcal however the real error 11es 1#f.
a modern mlsconceptxon that the flat—earth.belxef=was 
aver the preva111ng one among scholars. Morao#er,
Russell states that the idea of accepting this myth and
falling off the edge of knowledge is more fridhténing
than the myth itself.: A primary myth that Russell
dispels 18 that one of Columbus' main goals was to
disprove the theory of the earth's being flat.
Additionally, in the fifteenth century no one had
written any books rejecting the theory that the earth
was round, bhecause there was no reason to question it.
Tnitially the idea of the earth’'s being flat was
implied by the.Bible. St. Augustine preached that the
Bible does not make specific reference to the shape of
the earth except in metaphors, so the people should
look to the evidence of philosophers.‘ Indeed,

various other writers wrote about the earth's being
spherical, including John of Mandeville, who wrote an

adventure that took place on a round earth. Mcreover,

lRussell 2-3.
3Russell 4.
‘Russell 22-23.




*;as rs §ot£¢ctSSphera to mlrror God‘s own ptrfoctzon.: |
-_Other dep1ctlons of the flat aarth myth were of aaiiors  
11tera11y falllng off the edqe of the earth into hell |
This myth was popularized by the wrxter Andrew
Dickinson White in 1896.

Moréover, mapmakers during the thirteenth through
the fifteenth centuries 4id not necessarily assume that
the earth was flat simply because the diagram was flat,
since maps made during the twentieth century are also
usually flat. Such facts only prove that a map
represents a specific area in two dimensions. The size
of land masses and bodies of water on maps was not
feflected accurately: size usually had to do more with
the importance the subject had to the artist.5

in the fifteenth century the solar system appeared
with the spherical earth's being the center and
concentric orbits of the planets around it. Planets
and stars were attached to these orbita. Some
historians have thought that the idea of a spherical
earth only came into existence in 1410 with the

rediscovery of Ptolemy's map of the second century

‘Russell 18.




,_A"B.,“but 1n th& tblrtecnth_centurylnoger’Baccn_

'3teach1ng that the earth was round

Another notlon of the t1me 1mportant in the mvth »
of the flat earth included the xdea of the Antlpodes.AA 
.Thls was a theory that focused on the lands on the
opposite side of the planet. This flat earth myth was
spread with the help of Lactanti&s, a pagan in the
third century from Africa and Cosmas Indicopleustes, a
éixth—century Greek. Lactantius sa.d there was not
enough evidence t» prove the world was rcund, and the
Bible was not specific, so he considered the concept of
the earth's béing round unimportant. He also thought
evsrything in the Antipodes was upside-down. Cosmas
thought that the universe was an arch and the earth was
1ts ground floor. He took the meaning 2f the Eible as
literal scientific truth, and he viewed maps as
physical proof thaﬁ the earth was flat. Medieval man
did not give a second thought to Cosmas' theory, and it
was not until it was translated into English in 1897
that historians started linking Cosmas with prevailing

medieval thoughts on the shape of the earth.'

éRussell 15.

"Russell 35.




1. The sea was too vast.
2. Other inhabitants would not be
= descendants from Adam. R
3. Out of the five climatic zones. only
three could be lived in. ‘
4. God would not have Kept Chrlsyxans
ignorant about unknown lands."
':Even thouqh these were valid reasons for the flfteenth."
_century, Columbus was able‘to "adJust" actual‘
”measurements of latitude and longitude in order to
Qconv1n»e Ferdznand and Isabella that the voyage would
‘only take a iew weeks, so finally, in April, 1492,
Isabellé gave her approval. |
The most controversial and debated issue 1in the
twentieth century sufrounding the discovery of the New
.-WOrld deals with who really deserves the credit of the
discovery. Originally, Columbus received the title of

"discoverer'"; however, research within the last fifty

years reguires a more in-depth look at the'man, as well
‘Russell §.
‘Russell 9-11.




as his contemporaries. the explorer Amerigc Vespuccl
and the geographer Martin Waldseemuller.

First of all, let us remove all ambiguity
regarding the term "discover."” Accerding to Webster's
New World Dictionary, discover means:

to be the first nonnative person to

find, come to, or see (a

coatinent, river, etc. )
By this definition Columbus should receive the credit,
The word "discoverer" 1s synonymous with the word
"fird," vet, every discovery 1s a finding, but nnt
every finding 1is a discovery.‘ If a person does not
realize the nature of his discovery, dces that make h:m
any less the discoverer? Edmundo O'Gorman 1in The
Irnvention of America maKes this analogy:

1f a caretaker of an archive stumbled across an

ancient papyrus in a cellar and proceeded to show 1t

to a professor of classical Jiterature who realized 1t

was a previously unknovm piece by Aristotle, who then

is the discoverer of this document? The caretaker who
found it or the professor who identified it?+*

Tf the document is just seen as a physical object, it

is obvious that the caretaker found it, but 1f the

“"Discover," Webster's New World Dictionary, 1989 ed,

‘'Edmundo O'Gorman, The Invention of America
{Bloomington: Indiana UP, 1961,

12O’Gorman 15.




8
document 1s to be considered an original text by
Aristotlie, then the discoverer would be the professor.

O'Gorman discusses Columbus' achievement with
skepticism. For 0'Gorman a "discovery" implies that
the ¢lass ¢f the found object was previcusly known to
the finder. 1In other words, he has reasoned that
sblects such as his do exist, but the existence of this
particular cne was completely unknown. In order to
further explain his pownt, O'Gorman uses an example of
"an astronomer who 1s already aware that scme heavenly
bodies are c¢lassed as planets may be said to have
disc-vered a planet when he detects for the first time
one of those bedles."  However, the astronomer who
first conceives the i1dea of such bodies being "planets"
is the one to have "invented" that class of heavenly
bodies.

In any event, to fully understand what Columbus
accomplished as a navigator, we must first consider
some bhackground information, and then examine the facts
that led up to that moment. First of all, let us

consider the motive behind the expedition: Why would

13O'Gorman 9.

Ho'Gorman 9.
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anyone want to sail off into the great beyond?
According to Fernandez-Armestro, possible motives
included expansicn, crusading, greed, piety, desire for
knowledge of the unknown, & means of escape, and most
importantly, commercial gain.ﬁ A popular study among
s1Xxteenth century scholars, such as Francisco Lopez de
Gémara in Historia General de las Indias, was that
Columbus' main motive was his degire to reveal the
ex1stence of certarn unknown lands he had learned of
from an anonymous pilot who had heen shipwrecked upon
1ts shores. " These '"unknown lands" 1s an extremely
vague phrase, but one might first note that there 1i1s no
specific destination listed in either the Diari¢,
Columbus' first voyage log, or 1in any of the contracts
between Ferdinand and lsabella and Columbus. The only
destination mentioned is "to discover and acquire"”
certain "Islands and Mainlands" in the Ocean Sea, lL.e.,
the Atlantic.:

Columbus set sail from Palcs, Spain, on August 3,

xFelipe Ferndndez-Armestro, Before Columbus
(Philadelphia: Pennsylvania UP, 1987) 3.

“$0'Gorman 1.

‘'Rirkpatrick Sale, The Conquest of Paradise (New
York: Alfred A. Knopf, Inc., 1990) 25.




19
1492 with three small ships, the Pinta, Nifia and the
flagship Santa Maria. He left near the 28th parallel
and used the North East trades on the way out and the
Westerlies to bring him home. One reason he chose this
route was that he was well schoaled in the wind
patterns of the Atlantic. While other historilans say
he had nco choi1ce hecause he had to sail from a
Castilian port. This was so0, hecause Jastlle's Crown
wa= hacking him, and the CTanaries were 1ts only port in
the Atlantic.* Kirkpatrick Sale, author of The
Conquest of Paradise, 1s not convinced that Columbus
realized that 1f he sailed from the Canaries that he
would find easterly winds at that latitude, although
that 1s what happened. He states that could have just
been pure iuck, because most Portuguese voyvages left
from the Azores, which were 800 miles north and on the
same latitude as the Westerlies. Sale thinks it 1is
also possible that he might have picked the Canaries
because it was on the same latitude as his final

destination, which to Columbus was probably China.

15Felipe Ferndndez-Armestro, Columbus (Oxford:
Oxford UP,1991) 74.

19Sale 23,
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Columbus' 1nitial course was to saill due west
until he hit land. However this should not have been a
problem, except that Columbus only incorporated certain
methods in navigating. Using a compass, recording time
travelled in one direction, and estimating the speed of
the ship during this travel was open to error.
Inaccurate recording time could ruin calculations, not
to mention the difficult task of judging cspeed.
Although he sai1d he used celestilal observations too,
one of the reasons he might have been thrown off course
18 by using a chart while trying to take exact
astronomical readings of latitude and verifying
latitude by timing the length of the solar day.x
After eight days out from the Canaries the compasses
would not point north. This was an extremely
frightening situation, since the compass was the
instrument navigators relied on the most. Actually
what happened was that the ships had sailed to the line
of latitude on the earth where one can see the normal
diurnal rotation of the North Star. Since the sailors
believed the North Star wac an unmoving star in the

universe, whensver they took their measurements it

ZGPernandozﬁArmestro 75.
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seemed to move from one si1de to the other, so they
believed the compass was at fault. C(olumbus supposediy
recognized that the variaticns of his compass resulted
from the needle's being magnetic Nerth and the Fole
Star's being true North. Both Fernandez-Armestro,
author of Columhus, and Sale doubt the ability of
Columbus to have performed this ralculation, s¢
possibly Columbus did not realize the value of this
atmospheric calculation.

It 1s extremely difficult to pinpoint which New
World i1siand he first landed at, bhut according 1o
Phillips and Phillips, authors of The Worlds of
Christopher Columbus, as well as many other historians,
Columbus thought he was about to discover the 1sland of
Cipangu (Japan), 1n fact, he was somewhere in the
Bahamas.x On the morning of CGcotober 12, 1492, afrer
having sighted land, a landing party was assembled,
whereupon Columbus proceeded to claim the territory for
his sponsors. He named the 1sland San Salvadoer in
honor of Jesus Christ, although it was called Guanahanl

by the natives. At this time Columbus made no claim he

23P‘ernalndenz—hrmesstro 77-8.

{'ph1llips and Phillips 154.
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was 1n Asia. Between the 15th and the Zird of Dctober
he locate ! three other 1islands, naning them Santa Maria
de la Concepcion, Fernandina and Isabela. Qulte
possibly two of these i1slands today are the Crook
Island and the modern Lounyg 1sland.  Columbus sailed
three months abou! the Caribkean, and on the J4th of
October he landed on Cuba, beliseving 1t might be part
of the mainland of C.‘f:n}'u'iy.:3 By November 1.t
Columbug had convinced himself that Cuba way part of
China's mainland even thrugh the natives had told him
otherwise. On the Sth of December he landed &n
Hispaniola and clatmed that 1f 1t was not CipaAngu 1i*
was at least "a marvel.” He left Hispanicla on January
16, 1493, and on the S5th of Febrivary reached the
Westerlivs, which would rake them home to 3pdlrn.

On September 25, 1493 Columbus left on his second
voyage tc the New Weorld. It was during this second
trip that Columbus decided that Cuba had to bhe the
mainiand of Asi1i, although he had not yet found proct
of this. Ferndndez-Armestrc states that Columbus hegan

inventing ways to prove that Cuba might be part of

2Fernéndez~Armestro, Columbus 85.
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cemtigental A-1a.7  He éven had hig crew take an oith
Fhat Cuyba wias a maintand. Mistaking Cuba for Cathay
could be due t.. Lis 113 curate measurement cof an
€Ciipge during this tlme,j Furthermoeore, 1t was on
the se~aond return voyage tnat Columbu, lec:ided onoa
MCGte gt het iy route for his return, ~ne whioh for-ed
him o te fight head winds the whole way Ph:iiip: antd
Phillips thoank that thes possibly shows that ooumbug
was sti1ll trying to figure out the wind patterns at
this time. -

The third, and probably the nost important voyaye
began 1n May. 1498, Zaolumbusg split his ships 1nto tws
squadrang 1n arder that one would follow the same route
as the second crossing, whille Columbus' squadron would
explore the unknown parts of the Atlantic. Acoording
to> FerniAndez-Armestro's Columbus, the Admiral continued
westward, hut he had g:ven up on finding the southern
sontinent. At this point he changed his rourse to

north and "stumbied onto {[3outh] America.,' near the

Paria Peninsula, »of what 1s now Venezuela. According

ﬁFernéndez~Armestro 108.
“Fernindez-Armestro 109-10.

“Phillips and Phillips 211.

)
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to Fernandez-Armestro, Columbus had no i1dea whether 1t
was 1nsular or continental.- Yet Sale states that
Columbug recorded on August 13th that 1t was not an
tsland, but a continent "hitherto unkpown." From his
book, The Conquest of Paradise, Sale i1mplies that 1t
was not rational calculations which helped him arrive
at this decision, bhut rather that he talked himself
into this view, because he Kknew he had to justify his
expedition to the monarchs this time.-* Even Morison,
for all his praise of Columbus, does not give him the
ben. fit of the doubt, but believes that Columbus
"discovered" America completely by accxdent.” Upon
further exploration, somewhere along the southern coast
of Paria, the fleet discovered the powerful Orinoco
River. Sale and Ferndndez-Armestroc then both give
Cclumbus credit for realizing that the heavy outflow of
the Orinocc River into the Gulf of Paria could only
come from a large river. This river had to come from a

large landmass; therefore the island might be a

ﬁFernandez"Armestro 125-27.
sale 171.

“Morison 532.
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pentnsula which was attached to a sontinent.: The
_power of the estuary of the Orinoco frightened him and
‘caused him to begin thinking again about a large
malniand. Acccording to Fernandez-Armestro, Cclumbus
correctly assessed 1t within a few daysg »f finding the
mainland of Ameris~a., whi~h had unti1l then remainad
unknown. Therafore, he says 1t 1s an etrror to give the
credit tor first understanding 1ts nature to a later
explorer.x

1f Columbus had left his conclusions at that,
perhaps historians would not question his right to the
title of "discoverer." However, either to embellish
his achievement for the crown on his findings in the
- New World or simply because these were hiS'beliefs as a
#edxeval man, Columbus then stated that this land was |
'probably near the 3arden of Eden where the four great
rivers of the world run together. He supposedly wrote
- a letter to Ferdinand and lsabella describing "a new
heaven and a new earth." He later thought the earth
was pear-shaped and the stem was where 1t ascended to

the'heavens, “sa1ling uph1ll.”" The equator represented

Yeale 171.

4
-

IFernandez~Armestro 128,
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4 *

the.place where the earth met the heavens, perhaps the
-@arden of Eden by wbich.he would 1infer that he was. near
the Orient.™ Fhillips and Phillips believe that this
statement alludes t¢ Tolumbus' thoughts that the
Orinoco KRiver was near the Terrestrial Faradise, which
he helieved had 1o be 1n Asia.- He rropably came to
this conclusion because the Indians' skin coloar here
was whiter than all the others', there was plenty of
foed, and his ship was just north of the equator. This
is an important point because,'according to Morison,
the Garden of Eden was thought to be just below the
equator, Therefore by landing five degrees north
latitude Columbus had landed directly in the "Serpeht's
~Mouth,” i.e. the Orinoco River.'! After the
completion of the third voyage Columbus wrote a book
entitled, Book of Privileges, in which he admitted that
he had not found what he set out to discover. He even
mentions that da Gama's "Indies" and his Indies, that

14

i8 his '"West lndles;" are not the same.L It is8

3‘.'l-‘\v.vrnanda-z—Armestrcs 128.
%phillips and Phillips 226-27.
“Mofison 556-7.

Pgaie 204,
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“unclear which hypothesis Columbus supported, but at
thié moment he apparently.believed in the new continent
.theory. 'However, later Columbus utterly rejected his

"new continent” theory, insisting that he had found a

route to Asia.

On February 26, 1502 Ferdinand and lsabella gave
approval for the fourth voyage, primarily to stay in
the world expansion race with Portugal, who had just
claimed Brazil 1in 1500. He crossed the Atlantic in
just twenty-one days, but this voyage, so full of hope,
would scon bring despair. He sought refuge in Santo
:DOminqo from a hurricane and then resumed his vovage
‘coming out on the coast of Belize. His main purpose on
thié Qoyaqe.ﬁas to decide if he had discovered a new
fcohtineht on the third voyage or if he was really in
-China. According to Sale's The Conquest of Paradise,

'it_was during this final voyage that he decided Veragua
'(COSta Rica; must be a large peninsula at the top of
_ this new continent that lies between Europe and Asia.
‘Sale thus disagrees with most historians' view that
| Columbus was again convinced he had reached Asia and
did not realize he had reached a new continent.

Phillips and Phillips state, as almost every other
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author does, that Christopher Columbus' voyages were

- not 8o much a beginning, but a continuation of "a

centuries-old human process of exploration and

migration.“ﬁ Although he did not set ocut to discover

the Western Hemisphere, his expediticons led to the

gearch for direct contact with Asia and the gradual
mapping of the Atlantic Ocean. He was eventually
credited with changyinm the dimensions of the world that
‘Buropeans knew 1n 1492. However, 1t 1is true that other
people had had a hand i1n the discovery of the New
_ﬁqud; The Vikings and Leif Ericson had certainly been
Li?theré, butithis discovery made little impact on the
ffﬁérld.:_The Vivaldi brothers also tried to seek an
f?i}?ntic réﬁté around.Africa'to re#ch Asia in 1291, but
_:ﬁerefnever heard_fr6m again after they departed from
;ﬁhe canary Islands.’
” Moredver; many writers over the last 500 years
;ha?e tried to prove that America had already been
fdiscovered when Columbus hLippened upon :t, and that
 CQJumbus dbgs not deserve the credit of this discovery.

In order to reemphasizé the importance of this issue,'i
%Phillips and Phillips 1.
Yphillips and Phillips 51.
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would like to reiterate O0'Gorman's analogy of the
. caretaker who stumbles across an ancient manuscript.
The caretaker does not realize the value of this-piecé,
so he iakes it to a professor of literature, who
realizes 1t is a work by Aristotle. The problem arises
in deciding who deserves the credit of "discovering"”
this piece. One example of how this analogy applies to
Columbus 1s the myth of the "unknown pilot" who advised
Columbus of what he would find. According to Gonzalo
Ferndndez de Oviedo, a sixteenth-century historian, the
 existence of this pilot is doubtful. Oviedo believed
fCQIthus'deserved the credit of the discovery because
he felt Columbus had learned of the possibility of the
‘existence of another continent from ancient authors,
?.and knew what he was going to find when he decided to
;start'but.on the \rt‘.:_'iagta.sa In contrast to Oviedo's
fview was that of another sixteenth-century historian,
Gémaré, who believed the account of the anonymous pilot
.ﬁas true. Gomara did not bhelieve that Columbus
gealizad'the existence of the lands by reading
ciﬁssical literature, but by consulting scholars and

- corrocboraiing the anonymous pilot's story. Therafore,

#o'Gorman 16.
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for Gémara the “unknown pilot" was the first real
discoverer.’® However neither of these theories
'resolvé the problem bf who discovered the New World.
v Gorman demonstrates that the solution to this
quandary had to come from combining the two elements
required in the discovery process. In order to be
acceptable, the new theory had to incorporate the idea
that the lands discovered were.previously unknown and
that the discoverer had guessed their existence. This
15 exactly the theory that Columbus' son, Ferdinarnd,
‘advanced. According to Ferdinand, no one knew of the

existence of the lands which he found in 1492.

'7u_'Therefore, it is untrue that_Columbus was given any

B news about then ar read about them in. ancient books. -
;=ﬁoreovef, Ferdinand believed that Columbus conceived
“the idea that there must be "a hitherto unknown ’

~continent” to the west of Europe. The problem remained

;?‘ as to how Columbus could have come up with such an

 hypothesis through his own readings and

idea. For Ferdinand, the answer was simple, his father

_had a stroke of genius, 1.e., he formed a scientific

P R e L R

39O'G'orman 17.
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observatlons,ﬁ However, the outcoﬁe of the tourth
"Qoyage_Seeﬁs to tear a hole in Ferdinand's thééis;..”
pecause 1t was this voyage, according to 0O'Gorman, and:
others that Columbus convinced himself firally and
unequiveocally that all the lands he had thus far
explored were part of Asia.'™

Although somewhat skeptical of Columbus' claim of
a new continent 1n 1499, after the thifd voyage .
Ferdihand and Isabella sti1]ll authorized four other
voyages to Paria, which included those of Columbus,
Alonsc de Hojeda and Amerigo Vespucci. All these
vsntures returned with various kinds of evxdence,_such_
~as Indians, gold, and new plants that suppertéd
Colﬁmbus' claim cf'"Otro Hundq."

‘Indeed, there is a case that Vespucci should be
credited with the conscious discovery of America. for
whom the continent was named. Vespuccl claimed to have
explored what 1s now the American mainland in 1497, and
believed he had reached a "New World," before Columbus

made his claim in 1498. This is the disputed point

~ YPerdinand Columbus, Lifs of the Admiral
Christopher Columbus, trans. Benjamin Kesne (New
- Brunswick: Rutgers UP, 1959) 40.

“O‘Gorman 19.
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that surrounds the 1s55ue of the discovery of America.
:Ve$§u¢ti_appears té have realiied that thls.was én_”
entirely different atea of the world, while even in
1493 Columbuy stlil leaves historians confused as tc
whether he actually realized that this '"new world"” was
not Cathay  Vesgpucd: claimed to have made f{our veyages
to the New World, although only three of these voyayge.
are doccumented in Vespucci's Epistola printed arcund
1503. After the first voyage he claims to have sighted
a vast cohtinent which we Know as South America.
~Vespucci's reputation came largely from a letter he
_ wroie to Lorenzo di Fier Francesco de' Medici in 1502,
in which he tells of his discovery and vividly
describes the land and its people. The letter was
puﬁlished.zn 1503 under the title, Mundus Noyus._ One
of Vespucci's main gcals was to prove the existence of
a "New wo;ld." a great southern mainland separate from
the northern »ne which contradictaed the previously
accepted view of the world.® It is alleged by some
that Vespucci's first voyage found him sailing along
the coast of Mexico, Florida and the Carolinas. A map

of the New World appeared in 1513 which was probably

GO'Gorman 116-17.
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derived from Vespucci's own drawings. However. soon
after VaSpucci‘s déath in 1512, scholars began fé
question his claims of priority 1in discovery. Little
evidence was found to support his own reports of making
a voyage 1n 1497  Furthermore, he claimed tc have led
all the expeditions, but he actually had only been a
navigatcr on the first voyage.“

In order to complicate th;ngs further, the German
mapmaker, Martin Waldseemiuller, was the first to record
and understand the true i1dentity of the "New World.," in
such a way as to satisfy O'Gorman's analogy of the.
caretaker and the classical scholar. It was
~ Waldseemiiller who initially credited Vespucci as the
first Euroéaan to reach the New'world. Iﬁ 1507,
waldseemﬁllér illustrated the separate land masses of
northern and southern continents, 3nd suggested that
the land be named America.'’ However, by the time
Waldseemiiller realized that he should have credited

Columbus with the discovery, the name had already

~ Ygeorge Young, The Columbus Memorial
- {Philadelphia: Jordan Bros., 1893) £8-9.

Ho'Gorman 123.
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.begome'associated wzth :he New WOrld.“_ All three_men
‘contributed to Europe’s first realization that there
was another continent across the ocean which destroyed
medieval maﬁ's understanding of the universe. 1In the

L}

words cof C'Gorpan., "1t was more than just a chance
digcovery. 1! was a processz of inventicn as these new
theoriez became visible."'" We must remember that

dl1scovery 1s a process, not an event.
The Biological Impact of the Discovery

The 1dea of discovery, as noted earlier 1in
--wgfl;;s.tg._r_‘,‘g_.\D\.J;.c"tigna.:xy, is that of a n.on.native._'s_'.first_
'@etting foot upon a new land. Although this |
intgrpretation does not satisfy O'Gorman’'s analogy} it
is obvious in a common-sensé definition that the “trde"
'diécoverer was the unknown first person who crossed the
iand or ice bridge of the Bering Strait. Alfred
Crosby, the author of The Columbian Exchange, believes

the'ancestors of the Indians who crossed the Bering

Strait arrived in America before agriculture or writing

”Morison 384,

“O’Gorman 124.
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had been invented. Thus they were 1solated f{rom Old
World innovations 1in developing their cwn
technologles.¥

For the Europeans, however 1n a land sc vastly
different culturally and biologically from their own,
1t seemed natural that they should want to transform
the New World into the Cld by i1mporting plants and
animals for sources of food. The economic basis of the
larger European settlements centered around mining and
large.plantatxons for export to Europe. It was
important that the 8vanish staples, wheat, wine and
olive o0il, be grown in New 3pain (Mexico) and Feru, the
largest colony.iz It 15 also i1mportant to note that
America 1ntroduced maize, potatoes, chiles, tomatoes,
and new varieties of beans and squash to the 0id Wovld.

Ir addition tc those piants brought over to the
‘New World for intentional consumption, there were also
‘grasses and clover brought over unintentionaliy..as
‘were diseases. The practices of turning over |
_grasslands to livestock promoted the growth of heartier

immigrant grasses and weeds, such as Kentucky

YAlfred Crosby, The Columbian Exchange 30-1.
“Crosby 70. |




2% anAd darndel cons. Troshby srtates vthat

ro find a sanale speryes of pilant

in a meadow that Frew 1n Amerloa praor to Coluwbuz.”

Furthermcre, the CONtrast Letweel A mesticated animals

Gf the O3 and New Wy gy was more impressive than the

Mifterenss= n floyy

The ndians' dA2mestlcated animals

aniy consrered o e _ ;
AR r ot a small type of Aog, two menbers of

the came] famlly .. ,
s m TAamlly trhe llama and the alpaca, the

Guliea pid. and severar types of fowl,

. . \ ,
Although pigs prayided the Europeans with cne of

}. 3Y Yy & " e im
thelr maln foad SCUrceg, 1t wag the horse and large

IS RO O ".q‘. "‘E s T hs A : . -
artack Ao that alicwed the congquistadors to overconeé

the Indians. In addition, 1t was ~attle that

r . .y }- - . .
eventually hecame the main meat zource and poney-maker

in ranching. 350ld, hides and sugar became the chief
exports of Hispaniola.

The Indians did not readily accept new food
plants, however they 414 see the advantages in the new
domest;cated animals. The larger animals, however,

ccmpeted with the Indians for food. Crosby enters intc

great detail on the many 2{ferts <he horse had on the

Horogby 73-4.

"

:Crosby 85.
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tndian. The horse hecame very popular among the
American indirans by the late eighteenth century.
Ultimately, 1ts greatest effect on the Indian was 1o

enable him to resist the advance cf the Europeans.

Ar.cther animal which charnged the way =f l:fe in the New
wWorld was the ox, aezpectally in the cultivation cf the
so1i. " Moreover, even 1in the twentieth century, the

exchange of plants a-d animaleg goes on contihually
hetween Eurcpe and the Amer;cas.ﬁ

Thé mest amportant and detrxmental_eftect
Eurcpeans had on Indians was the transmission of né#
diseases. The 1sclation of those Indians who had
crossed the Bering Strait 1eft thelr immune systems
without resistance to 0ld World diseases. The early
inhabitants of the Americas were relatively disease-

free. However, once the New World and 0ld World were

reunited, Indlans faced their most deadiy enemy,

«

" hitherts-unknown disease.” A common question

historians ask is, "Why were the Europezns able to .

conquer America soO easlly?" Accordiug tc Crosby's

SCrosby 40.
‘Crosby 103-15.

3:’Crosby Su-1.
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wceological Imperialism, new diseases were the most
important reason. -t
Refore the Europeans, "diseases tended to be

endemic racher than epidemic."* European migration

ied to epidemics upon contact with new groups;
therefcre those i1sclated the longest suffered the most.
Crosby states that these killers came to the New World
with the explorers and the conquistadors. The.fatal
diseases of the Old World killed more effectively in
the New, largely because comparatively mild diseasses qf
the 0ld World turned killer. The highest mortality
period occurred within the first hundred years éfter
the Europeans and Africans arfived‘ In fact, pre-
Columbian calculations estimate native population
between %0 and 112 million on the eve of the conquest,
wzth 2 reductlon of 4.5 million by the mzddle of the
seventaenth~century. Records show that there were
appréxim&tely fourteen epidemics in Mexico and

_gdventgen in Peru between 1520fand 1600; The highest

“Ctosbv, Bcologicgl Impet1a1 sm 196.
Jcrosbv, The_uolumhlan,axchange 37.
%4, F. Dobyns, "An Qutline of Andean Epidemic

'Hlstory to 1720," Bulletin of the History of Medzc;ne
37 (1963) 493~ 515




' the Aztec capital of Tenochtitlén {Mexico City} on

i
mortallty areas, alsc afiected hy Spanish labor systems
and ecoloyroal ﬁisrup;:wn. were New Spain ‘Mexicol,
Feru and the Caribhean. After the initial enormous
losses of several generations of Indians. there seems.

»

toa have been a drap in the mortality rate.:

The most deadly of the early diseases werc
smallipox, measles, and typhus. According to <rosby.
early Spanish comment on such disease focused more on
the allegation 1t was God's wrath which had been cast
down on this sinful society. &mallpox appears to have
been the first Killer, because a person can contract it
by breathing the same air as an 1infected person.
Crosby.states that smallpox first struck the New World
in December, 1518, and quickly exterminated » third or
even a half of the Indians on Hispaniola. It
1mmedlately spread to Fuerto Rlcb and the cther (€1 er
.Aﬁtilles, wreaking havoc and destruction. .From there
. it proceeded to Cuba and Mexico. A smallpox ep1dem1c

gave Cortes’' army a decisive advantage 1n conquering

their second attempt, Next it passed toieergr killing

i7(_'.:<:$:zaby' 39.
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3 rarge portion of the Incas. imal . pox was car:
to North America py the Calura tribe 1n southern
Florida, who traveled to Cubka for trading purposés.
The disease arrived in the Argentine pampas n théj
15208 or 1%20s. In 15%8 or 15¢7 there was another
suthbreak 1n the Fic de la Plata that killed mere than
20C,080 Indrans. There were similar cuthbreaks of this
magnitude 1n Faraguay. Chi.e and Brazil during this
same period. There were other major killers such as
meaxles, influenza and bubonic plague wﬁlch made this
invasion af.European diseases the largest holocaust
aver.

An interesting point 1s that the only export to
the 01d World from the New was syphilis, which "never

om

-
"

v

stopped populaticn grokth in the old World." Even

this one disease, though, may not have come from the
most popular theories regarding the crigin of syphilis
have been the Columbian theory and its antithesig, The
Columbian theory argues that it was_Columbus and nis

crew which broﬁght-syphilis_back to Europe, while the

e
Cay

Crosby 49,

>
av

*.

‘Crosby, Ecological Imperaialism 21¢.







Amerxrar°".“ It seemz that theére iy L JORJIUSIVE

“&Vldence ﬂh@ﬁlﬂa a ﬁascrxpgzmr of syphilis in pre!.

"“ffCQIumbxan ?edlcal tex % 1R Europe 'zn adﬂltl n, hf 

i_qut COn?lﬁuln e"ndence 15 the s*udy by arrnaemlogzs*'
fﬁmf th511&L remains which Show no 5igns of $yph;l1s 1n
Eurmpe prior to 1493; however [ndian remains in tne.

'.ﬁmexxca$ atuthls.tlmu;do._ Cthet scientists beilieve in

"fhthe antlthesis thecry that 1t dad eyzst in the 0ld

_.}; w¢zId but 1n a mild form.’ Both Las. Caaas and

__;ﬂ0v1eda, hlstdrlans durxng the s;xteenth rentury 3tate{3f*f

:that uelumbus braught syph;l;s to Burope frow Amerzca
: f5;111 ather hypothesns regard 5th111€ as a resuit ef
fg@@ptitjeVOlﬁtidn of less iaﬁtruﬂtiva d1seases,

Forced Labor Systems

Tha f1na1 ma;or hx&tcrlograghxcal sbxft ai th

"°1last f:fty years rencetns the explaxtat;or of the

:f; Iad1aas, ghlah hag now been wsll documea:ad and.

-M'4Féﬁm the mcment Calumbus flrst made ﬁ;




1an5 af‘fh%:natives_are thssé_gg”

ﬂ‘iaccaraznuzpﬁ'b; kgfﬁﬁﬁﬁ;
?b;lntenzlun ;f také uam§;v§ Gi'é;éffﬁhif ;i;;1
‘f ﬂd unfuz*uva. _? 'h*s 1nc;ude“.*ne nhﬁi?eéfu
' | -'ﬁFalﬁ'whére hﬁﬂéisnnéd-f?
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sja ki mé“{ quasujun raxsed amang panlards xwgard;ng”




'w‘rehat”thezr dispﬂsalfto use as :hey

_%@ther
*buz rather ag 'gug* ch*hez_” mm@dzty

”Lh : "Indleﬁ(a;:f;:
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olumbu 'Thought Lhe Indlans

tg have nr ?95131w¢< And by f 8as ﬁ«ng tbese .ndzan~

d g

uitﬁirﬁﬁwmuid free the Inixan fro thell wre -

gffiife,' Zne example of rthe h;sr:r;ggra h

[,

haii_centu.} ;s Lewls Harke's, The Spanish Stx;ggLe.iﬂ

’Sllce S Hao as stwes that Spanigh .’;c'%\.; }1;‘4 lndeed s~,33geg

dxan 'xg ts; contrary to the “"Black Legend"
'p§Qateﬂ by g*mrc;pswams north cftth@ Pyrenees.®
{et Hanke 1dnltq 1LAY ohe graup of spgnish
;égians dié‘not rega:d !ndzans as full adults; but
@&héf.as zlaves t develop the resdurveS'of tt . New
éf;.ﬁanke ﬁ@netheiess shows that there was another
'éonrerned with Indian conversion ard the actual
'_of the Indiars. Mcreover this group, led by
om& de las Casas thought the Indians kOU;d fully
pate 1n Spanxsh socxety as adnlt cxtxzens
Eﬁ?g:tholeas, no matter»whxchApcrspectivé oné:A
;fﬁbé.fﬁbt'atxll remains that EQropoanS‘in féct
_éteuxs Hanke, The Spanish Struggle for Juqtace in

gonquest of America (Boston: Little, Brown and
,ay 1965) 19 o : _




fe; labar trhhute

trxbu te and labor during

hCOmendero Of sometimes

egarded as free hecause

héir'encomanderes,'_aut
0 slavery

Columbus turned to

sblems created by Spaniards

}h=¢bviousiy made for

_paniatds and_the natives.

chang@'

Although lzabie_to the'demands (er.:

the lifetime of the

longer, thege Ind ans were

they were not legally owned Ly

in fa~t, encomiendz amounted

the encomienda because

-~

taking Indian women,
a tense relationship benlween

Moreover, Spanxatds

ed that the proper. relatlonshlp hetween colonzst

4 'ndzans was that of slave and master.

These

 in;conjunction with the labor shortage,

'ﬁﬂanke 13,

i‘cnarzas Gibson, The Aztecs Under Spamsh Rule

gtanford UP

1964) 58.




theﬁSOIe purpaqe o; epreadan thﬁ Cﬁrxatzan talth,
anabizng the qpanzqh Crown to p:cveed with the
3eﬁ¢amiendar 'At_first; the encOm:enﬁa was the
iéé}eéatlon of.réfal power ta_collect the:tr1bute from,
Lméﬁé rQ'§3 e persaonal sérvices cf the "King's

“Vassals," i.#., the Indians. - On December 20, 1503,

i; was>Isabe11a'herself who 1ssued the royal ceédula or

decree officially establishing the encomienda in the

8§w'w9rld,. This cédula stated that "the !nc¢:an
#ﬁabitaﬁts were free and not servi.e.. .. " which flies
iﬁfﬁhe'face of how the Ind:ans were really treated.
.16rdanée with the cédulé,_rsabelia directed Frey
.lés.dq Gvando, royal govetnor of Espaﬁoia,'to
'pél and fbrce the said Indians_tb éssociatg with
Chrlstzans of. the 1slanﬁ...:o gather and mine th@

géld'&nd cther metals .for the Chr1st1an

i 3heéley Byrd Simpson, The Encomienda in New Spazn
Berkeley: Calecrnia upP 1982) xii1.




Accordzng te Steve J :atern s Peru Indian

g_Spanxsh hanueﬁt  §£ﬁi?f ”

*g3do¢uments 5how that sone natxwes pa&gxczga ed

"

-fenrh* astxca*ly in th« vammﬁrfaa 'ecsncmyia* the

updh$ardc 'ot only :g'raiSe money fir tribute. But to

» W
Lo

'benéfirgfrom he surplius. © In the beginning, zome

«

"Indians formed an alliance with the encomerdevos in

.fa;mjng and military service. The people whic

'participared wzllingly were usually the cacigues or

~local chiefs, who st111 controlled the basic processes

. .of.pr6ducf:“3 that maintained the 3paniards' economy.
léSVéntuaTEY the Span:ards' alliances with the caciques
-faded, ﬁither because the Spaniardsz demanded too much,
' 0r,be¢au3e the natives beyan to resist the deﬁand3‘made
 upon them by the aalxance - Soon disillusion with the
vkuropeans set 1n and disaster struck.for,the na;ives.
Q?he‘catiques became disiliusioned b§Cause the? learhed,

“that the encomenderos had cultivated working relations

3
13

'Simpson 13,

.-‘Steva J Stern, Peru 5. Indzan People s and the
Chal&ange of Spanlsh Conquest {Madison: WlSCOhSLh up
1982) 38 '




“proﬁpet1ty gain. an alzy aqaxnst r;val nat*ve

-
“
)

"g:uupg and lezt coionzax ﬂemands and” abuses

Tne»ztably labor demands by the Europejhs became a

tter af aXtreme oppressian For the natives. With the

¢f rich silver and gold mineg in Peru in the

discovery

demand for native labor

iS&Os,lthe Eurcpeans'

‘increased. ?ét 1t was previousiy at this time that

native'popuiaticn began to decrease because of European
diseases. New epldemics and an 1Loreasing Indlah

:mor axltY rate resulted in a tribute income tna*.

steadily declined. ' This labor shortage .n

| senjunction with lowered rribute amournts created a
j_serzous dilemma fer the Spaniards, who tried to resolve
 1t in sevgral ways. Initially, the Zpaniards’ primary
fsolhtien'was to enforce a harsher labor system.

;LLaborers were often forced to carry heavy loads of

?supplles to dlstant locatlons.- In additzon, laborers

~were faced with brutal production quotas and after

‘Stexn 43-4,

‘beson 81



‘encomianda lncluded usznu Tndians 1n all forms af

);manual 1abmr. Jaxllng tnem, and qam&v;ma klllzng thw_.q

In fact Parue aven brawd@d Tndlans_andisald them aa

- e
<
v

-:fslaves Encameﬁderes TLstz‘la* theae hldea i85 acts

'ipy'elaLM1hq'that white rLIe was ‘in 1anger and thdu

”Ffﬁdiahs m;ght-fébel and tr?“to reagsert native
dcminatieﬁ, It so on tecame apparent that ruthlesshe#%
gﬁlcne:was=nct the answer to the problem. By the 1550s

the Crown s:ugh: to develop a working force that would

chcose its own work and recelve a wage for it. The

Crown felt that ~oercicn was : .pecassary ant! that
Indians would work willingly 1f a sufficient waye were

provided. ' addition, by the mid-sixteanth ~century

there Wer . no longer enaugh wWorketrs Lo support
75n¢om£enda. A labor draft ca ‘led the repart ;mieh:o wasg
-ftha praposed so;utxon to these probxems. This was a
gfgystem:of raticnéd, rotational labor. Although
_ fepé:ﬁih1ento.did'not 1n_practx¢e cbserve the Cko@n‘s_
 dgmgﬁ§ £or shorter work hours, moderate tasks,'or 1abo;

for wages, it did subject the lakor institution te

5sxbsan 78.




'Aﬁ;ﬂéﬁi?ﬁmaﬁa“éléar,:bnéfa?ﬁ*nehuzéatsst ?r{hléws'
Q;*he.f:cwn éhﬁf pdnlards struggl&d Wit n was ngaj;hQ3 ”
H;;yndlan Jahould be treatnd &SFEC‘&li? Slnreﬁﬁaiumhﬁﬁ
:haé bagun a slave :rade on his ses cni vOyags,
the Iirst crusaders fer ;nd1ané’ rights "; ?tig:

Antoniv de Mantesinocs, who : ~glan1J,a

against the 111 treatment of Indians HIE Snrmens were

'c nslﬁeve ke f£i 3t rea, vy f 1us 5 the New
1306, acrlaziastic ﬂoncerﬁed'about the
the en‘om‘enda sy~u4n eventualiy convln
the Crown that Indians zhould only serve for a Vear oY
ﬁwO and notv for iife. .Huwever a4 royals ediot to that
effect was so utter! wred that Indians 1n
encomienda for = time became inheritable. This left
::fhe éxbloita&xon in the first two decade: of Spanish
‘rule almost completely unchecked.
 Mohf 3inos déclaped in 1511 that,the'Sgaﬁxards'
ictue1£§ to the Iﬁaxans'had almost cost the Spaniards
 the possxbxlxty of onvertan the Indzans to

Chr&stlanlty, much in the same way they had 1ost the

Gibson 224.

“kanke 24.




_.leqzslat1on‘was drawn.up at Burgos.‘ These laws |
 ';des¢tibed the “1deal relaaianshxp between the Indxan”"'
.'fand thexr qpanlsh masters. Many other treat‘ses wer#
'ﬂwrztten concerning these matter ;ﬂne_qutﬁe$e, b?
..na;x_t_In__?ernandw' de Enciso, argued that the Indians had o
rbeen assxgned to Spaznr;uﬁt_as God.had-giveq the'Je?S
thezt'own Prcmxsed Lard, and that it wés ;hé Séaﬁzafdsf‘
?dﬁtf:to rid.the world of i1dcliaters. This was to be |
 accamp1ished nét necessarily by killing them, but by
-convertzng them to the Christian 1re3uglc>n..E
Most important there was the royal dec'ee entxtied
the "?equtrement" of 1512 that was to be read to the
Indians Iy interpreters before hostile actions could be
.faken against the Indians. In this manifesto Ind1ane

and their land were now regarded as SUb1€Cta and

"property cf the Spanish "rown They also had to allow

thu falth to be preached to them. If the natives
iai;ed-to do s0, then the Span;ards_could take their
"wivesfand éﬁildren-and dispose o£ their_families as th§
édloﬁists saw £it. If any harm came to the indlané it

~would be their own fault, and not the fault of the

“Hanke 32.




':even-fhauqh ?he Sparxards knew ?hat the Indlans cou;d

'«énﬁt undﬁrs;and that ;anguaga" If 1t had nat been fajff

-men Ilke Laﬂ Cas&s, fthére m:ghr have neen 5“ SIEGQGl&_5

0.

ﬂfor”31ﬁ 109 at d‘l

In lﬁlﬁe'th{ée “erun rmite $rlars wWeére zent to

_Hx»panzo*a to diz-over if{ any Indianz were capable of

Jivzng'as Spanzards. Thig waz anh extremely

. C'Dntr.o""ﬁ'ff I La: reaue be AUuse f 1 r wag dl - .‘..\,.,‘.»z :I;‘ 'hat
they coulrd live on thelr cwn ax Christian Eurnpeau

they would he set free. This el tpulation implying

freedom from Spaniards was fierc #ly opposed Ly +ha

solonists. Tt war alse noted that Indians set fres
pight develup friendsh:ips with the targe number of
Negroes now on the 1sland. and such an eventuality

P S

would be dangerous.”

Hén such as Las Casas a~ ! Montesincs deciared that
wars against the Indians were U just and tyrannx‘dl{
.5and ;he_resour¢es extracted from them werq'111~qotten
.and:shou1d be restored. They also felt force to subdue

- and convert them was unlawful and unnecessary.

?Hanke 36,

“Hanke 43.



CArmestrna help Gz otn o see A AOre 1n-lepth piloture o

importance of Coluabus' third veyage ind the digcovery

that not ail fpanitards during the congueat ran be

fo}gavérn:thé New Wofid, most ‘Spaniards since the

TﬁIECGV&F“:ﬁf ‘the Indxes felt that the papal concess on

alone )ugtxfx q he_npanlsh authorxty HGWEwér,fthelr

real vnrern WAaS thez! own rxght to use the indxar as

. they saw fit.

In conciusion.

aclent1f1c Knowledge over the last fi1fty year:z has
advanced, ceffrey Fuszell hag ahown that the natien

that meadieval man believed the worid was flat s false.

Historians suck av S'Gorman, Mopisen, and Ferpnandes

"y

Columbus A% a tnan and the feats we as onpiished. thaln

wos o understzod pricr ot World wWar 11, T'dorman whe
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wakes Clear precissly

‘Morison's schoiarly contribution that introduced the

averdentai disoovery theory and Sale's reemphasis of

this point Fernandez-Armestro who stresses the

of the powerful Orinccs River. Hanke'who advocates

stereotyped with the "Black legend.” And finally

LR

Crosby who discusses (he reality of the Columbian




4%

legacy on humanity and the environment.




The htrove.wy of *he dlscove:y durlng thlﬁ,
quincentennial anniversary, does not juat affect.th;
academ:c world and its different theories 5utround1n9
the legitimacy of the discovery, but it alsac affe¢ts’
how t-h@ P'd}‘-i.lv tecls about Columbugz as a parson &G-d‘t:h&
meanirtg of the discaverv.  Thie is an lssue tﬁat B
requiras ﬁanﬁidéféﬁion of “he United Stétes'glnatigf
America’s and Ipain's interpretation of Columbus as7aif
symb:oll and patriotie ‘mage ig Colummbus a hero who :
halped bring us »ur of the Milddle Ages, or is he
perhaps a sinister villain that we should assocxate.f}
. wi:h_ﬁhe_beginnlnqs oi mod@rn.xmperzallsmf As wo n-
to arrive at a dec:slcn 1n the proper mcral |
1nterpretat19n of the man. we can szmultaneously
consider whether Columbus' actions were nacgssaryﬁiﬁifi; 
the discovery, or whether he was just an instrument of
Buropear. expansion. Whatever the outcame, an zmportant
Poxnt to hear 1n mind is how thxs xnformatlon has' -

atlacted and continues to 1nfluence the educatlonal

pracess ih'our country today.

47
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Heroﬂpr.Villh;n"

The 1ssue that has produced more debate and has
;hanqed drastically in the last twenty to thxrty ?oaxs
18 the public's opinion of Columbus as ex;her-a‘herg;pr
villain. of all major historical fiqures; Célumbus'ﬁisi

probably underqone the most dramatic revision.viin thoi

giXteenth contury, COlumbus assumed heroic pronortxona
after his 1492 voyage when he returned to Europe and
was credited with ~hanging the dimensions of the wo:ld;wf

that Buropeans knew in the flfteenth centuty

'Huroovet, eapecially in the eyes of Las Casas, Columbua;

was seon as the 1nstrumont that made the qospal .

fpossibls in the New world L After 500 yaars hc:o

|  fworahip is Stlll present and the Vatxcan, for oxamp _

#till supports Columbus as_one of the'qreate&t‘poopld ,Vﬁ
in'hi.story.i Pope John Paul I1 celebrated a Mass invf-f

Santo Domzngo betors Church lcadors from Latin Amorica

_and thousands of Dominican worshipors onc day prza: ;o"

fae . S - g e .-

'Ph;lx;ps gnd thzllps 3- 4

ltrn&ndez~&rm¢stro Bstare COLmeus 67

3aosat& W. Prénch, “Pope's xass at Dominlcan Honumont taﬂ'f
aatm g s m:&mmq 12 oct. 1992: B7. ~
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_the SOOth annxveraary Yet-as a gesture o the
'chan91ng polltxcal alimate the Pope ‘said he came: to
"commemorate the evangellzatlon of the Americas, and'
not their colonizatisn."' The Pope also stated thét 
‘the liéhthouse constructad for the celebratidn_
"symbolized the crusade of tﬁe cross implanted 1 thefr"
land"” of the New World 500 vears age.f On the 6:hef :

side, many North American protestors argue that

Columbus was a missionary who spoke more of gold tharn

of God.*

Ag early as the seventeenth rcentury, North

_Amezicans viewed Columbus as thezr 1dol and model fo:"

';aaxploratxan. By the eighteenth canturv he took on:

*};heralc and mythxc proportzons whxch did not fade ovanL 

- as hxs tria;s and ctxbulatzons were brought to lxght

_ Wlth the_publxshlng of his Diario, the log oi_the i;rétf

voyage._in the nineteenth century. The Unzted States
*'dld nat pay partzcular attention to his flaws. and as

;flts history evolved he became a natAOnal hero.

i ﬁi‘ w-r'-éneﬁhfnvr
:_Fronch B7

S lsJamos Barron, "H¢ '3 the Explorerfaxplo1ter You Just Have tn”
ovaiuato " ng”XQrk I;a,g 12 Oct 1992 L S
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*Hanetennth cantury Amerxcans xdentlf;ed Wlth hzm as

'*apresenting "the Splrlt of the front;er Ncrth
'Americans saw him as a hero with bold new ideas,_a-sbtt":;.
-cf-miSunﬁeratocd genius,.a man ahead-éf the scho1a£s df“
"_his time. .Eventually he becahe a symbol that
represented everything they admired in themselves as a L

nation. By the twentieth century Italian and Hispanic

 Americans called for a national holiday in his'naﬁef 
- which has been celebrated annually since 1920.

Americans celebrate Columbus hecause his legacy 1s an

important symbol of how we view ourselves. -Many

‘Americans feel that Columbus was simply doing what

-”followinq hi

. makes all éxplorers

and pioneers_qreat:

'1{dream whcrevar it took him.

450 years aftor the dzscavety hero

In_1942

H'wurship'for Columbus was at an all time hich bocauso ot

-the Unitéd Statés’ znvolvement in wOrld war 171.

nurznq'

”-_-:his tlme of immense patrlotism, Amorxcans thouyht of va”

:”fJCOlumbus as havinq marked the beqznnznq of Amarican

??c1v1lization and the Amarlcan way of 11fe they wore

o e A e -

'7f9h;11193 and Phlllxps ‘.

,;:fﬁ"a day to c.lobxate discovtrv,“ Qb;gggg I;Lhnng 12 ect
. ya: .
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'figghpxng to preserve. Perhaps the,beét example of .

Cﬁlumbus' hero1c_ptcportxcns t1fty years ago was New
LYork City's Mayor La Guardia's likening him to _'
Presldent Frarklin D. Rocsevelt. He said both were '
nav1gators looking for lands to Shelter uahappy people.
 Amer1can% of thte 19408 thcught of Pmlumbqq in much the'

Bame way they thought ¢f their grandparents, asg an

immigrant who could not get what he wanted in his own

country, s¢ he went 1n search =f new lands to improve

ot 1n life.” All of these factors show that the

‘his

United States has given Columbus a position of honor 80

~ high as to have placed him on a pedestal. In fact,
vﬁthtro are no other countrzes thau have pra;sod him mara"

"ﬁfi{th&h our own by aamlng cxtlas, conntxes, rivers. and -

-toans after Rim.

As with allAheroes, eventually_

‘gomething 1s-discovéred about them that makes them less

" of a hero in our eyes. And one day wé wako'up to

=: rea1ize that thzs so callod god that we placod on a

:'fthrone has takan a tumhle back to the mortal wcrld
N5Such xs the case of Chrlstophet Columbust

cne hundred years ago the flood of 1mm19rants

e =t

P e 1wt s

- 7[4’“Raolevtlt Seen in Columbus Role, New. iq;x I;mgq £3 oct.
1942, - La Guardia was an Italian-American in part apptalinq fcr o
thavvotol ef,ether Italian Ameticans.» o
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 after the C;v;l war made_Co}&mbus.an ethn;é:ﬁero;, ?heff
'Kniqhts.of Columbus was_ﬂrganized 1n 1832:bf Irish
Catholics. A stiatue was erected in New York City at
{Columbus Q;réle hy'ltalianﬁhmericans,'and Some

Cathuiics unsuccessfully troed to elevate hum to
sainthood. With the flocd of new immigrants coming -
from Asia. Lat:in America and cher Third Wor.d
'cduﬁtxzes, ft 1€ hatural that :hese new «iftizens wc&ld
demand awareness of their own ethnzc;ty; Within the

tast thirty vears as new ethnic communities have

tnereased in numbers and wvisibilaity, they have accuseé.'
Coiumbus of one atroc¢ity after ancther - with 3us§':
'fiééuse £n many cases. New scholarship, partl?ﬁmo;ié&iéd”?
'2 bij&6ntinq inteiest:in;mﬁltiégituraliam,-hakfﬁf&ddﬁffg;w

1o light several characteristics whi¢h has forced many

Americans t> reevaluate their view of him as a herc.

According to Kirkpatrick Sale. the primary issue here
-,is'pbathQlumbus' legacylinvolvedv"iéSues'oiﬁlee'and_:

3  death;"ﬁ- ‘That is. the initial encounter and

-tteatment Of_the native peéple and their iand led tco

the most drastic devastation of population this wcridf

© has ever seen, surpassing the Holocaust of World War

| 7 %$§1ef5~ .
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11.° A8 noted earlier, between %0 and 112 miliion

-natives were living in the Amer:icas prior to the

conquest, within two centuries the native populatlon

had been reduced to approx lmately 4.5 ml;lxun, whlch is'i
abth a nlnety~f1ve percent radu~t1on er examp;e,
according to Kussell Thornton, a sociology professar at
Gartmouth College, in 1492, 100, 000 to 200, 000 Indzans
¢1ved in New England and New York \tate The ?'IquTz.'
in the early l600s already showed evidence of abanioned

‘Indian villages, mest likely ~aused by an increase 1in

the mortality rate due to ‘he importation of 0ld world

di:eases. In addition, the Indxan pcpulatxon “uffered

deatruc‘ioa of thm

',;farmed attacks and the colonzsts

'”*forezts-tor their farms.

Although colonists probably dzd.no; recoynize thé 7

significance of the rapid reduction in the native

it has not gone unnotized in soc;ety today.

_.population.

'Vﬁfrhis attitude was salient 1n thzs past year s r"cﬂa.mbmst

Day_celebrat;ons and parades. In past years ‘the

‘parades have usually been a time to display ethnic -

e . i =

.”VLFQX Butterfxald, "Columbus Runs Into Storm in Boston, ﬂagg;_jf;_
Times 11 Oct. 1992: 18L. LB

“bébyna 493~51




54

'?fkdé,=especzaiiy_amang Italian-Ameri-ans. However, o

1992 cities all across the United States witnecsed

anty -Columbus lemonsztrations.  FProteators oblected to 4

festival atmosphere, stressing that Columbus was not @
 hero, but rather a symbol of "all thoe ways whiteg hav®
gestroyed cultures diff{srent frum their own.”

Indlgenaus groups and some African Americans boycgtﬁeﬁ]

the commemoraticn stating "his discovery brutal;zed _
ot

nﬂtl?e pcﬁulatzonﬁ, started renturiles of destruction
thelr cultures and led to the importation of slaves
from Africa."-i |
In Chicago, prctestorq 1umped red dye 1nto the
fiChlcaqe vae: to symbollze the spilled blood of Natl*e - ff;2
 'iAmer1can$‘- As demonstrators released the dye, theg' o
also disblayed A bhanner Qith the message, "Sink the.
 Myth of Columbus.™* Other protests involved Native
_Ame:ican'qroups whe called for 1491 :o'be celebra;ed'

instead of 1442, because 1491 was, 1in their view, "th€

S 2: Mot a 93:359 
for everyone," Ch;cagc Tribune 13 Oct 1992: 1. '

“Fary Hlll and Robert Davis. "Columbus '9

. --JDan Baum and Margaret L. Knox. "Columbus Day events-' o
Cheers, jeers, Yawns." Chicago Tribune 12 Oct. 1992, sec.l: 2.

'=ﬂni11 10‘_
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last goot year hefoare the Europeans invaded. "' Other

WeATE of CUTReRTIAY ing the day incjudel 1 olay iong

_ .
serles of acliivities

4t the University =f [iiinois

recognizing the 504 ye o af

e

v<‘

'ea:ztance of Nat:ive

Americans since the ynvasion of Columbus.

Although exploatation ot the Indians iz

hie 12 probabiy

the mest refarious crime Columbus has been accused of

1t 18 Just one among many other  biane whicoh suggest 2
dard side of Columbre thar b - Swly o begun to emetge
in publlc opltion Sver the lasrt fifly years Whie Ot
tha.mOSt waell-Known and disputed. 1f lecser
accusations In questicon 18 the story of the "‘alse.
lbdQ" Accoxdxng to the bzography of Las Casas
:Polumhue k@pt a daily 109 of evnnrs that 1ﬂ~1uded
figuréa_on_the distance he travelled on the first
veevage.,  The D:armeAéonra:nnd vwo different zets of
figures ot e aatimatgﬁ diztahce. [t has bae
surmised that Columbus kept bne set ¢f true

 méasurements that only he knew about, and another

"false" se! tn case the voyage was long "the men wouid

“HgBénmﬁand'xnox,z,




not be frightened and lose ~ourage Arn “thag

posgihle thenry 1o thit Do lumbus was Juping the orsw in

5 . ‘e o . o M Vs IV NN . v -~ -~ ~ 4 ¥ »
Srdsr v Kesep the gaylungy routee and distance sate fron

future canpetitaorg . However . acoording 1o hoth

Phiilips and Fhiilips and Cliver Dunn nnd James Kelley.
authors of the English transiating of Las Casas'
Dlaric, Columbus did noat se! out to intentionally
deceive anyone. Fhtliips and Thilligs believe “hat
there was no false log and tial 1t was » sitple mattel
of Las Casgas' not baing ablée 'v interyret the .ual
calealations, They bel.:eve .- 1s rossible that
COIumhur annntateﬁ the dietance by 1 4-thoed he had
learred as 3 young ~a1lor, and ther interpreted it ints

Bimp.et terir: for the - ew ¢ vniderorard In additiosn,
t

—

Phillips ond FLillips think it woull hiave heen
axtremely unlikely *hat ocilumbus could have
cntentionally faisifie! *he log hecause he could noot

have duped the other *wo ships' nLavigators.  Lunk

and Kelley cpeculate that Columbus wag not feeding the

- ~Oliver Dunn and James !. Kelley, Jr , the Diaric af |
Christopher Columbus: First Vovage to America (Norman: Oklahoma.
UP, year?) 28. o
“Sale 49.

‘'Phillips and Phillips 148.




~yray laise measurement. . Lul talhen Mt ernrating &

measuremants tnto the more commonly uged Fortuguess

@A LT ime iedgue.; Whatever Columbus’ res) purpose

was'wg may nevar Know, unless the lost original log 13

r}.j"__‘;_c_-:ts'mff:- a0 |
{Another question about Columbus' integrity

canfﬁrns the credirility of hic claim 1o having first

SP&Lted.}anW-. After =everal weeks at Hed, ﬁm]umtﬁs; in

@tial.zn enc i Aage L frew. roeminded them that the

first perscn te spot Jand would receive a bLonus of

=

1% ﬂ@ﬁ maravedi from the Trown.v It 13 za:d thar at

v

ten o -‘ock e evenaﬁg L the Llth of Octoher,

celumbus theighs B saw A light on the hoY126n Whlch I’xe
pnint&d muf te twe crew memhers, but only one. cf the
*wo confirmed :t. However, CUolumbus 414 not raise the
call that he hadl ﬁpotréd land and approximat l. four
.h¢drs iater, at two in the mornxng. the céll was_falﬁégf
.Onlihe'E;&Lélthat land was alqhted Columbug 1§;ey,
: rscofded that since he saw the light, he Qaé the firsf

to gpot land, and was therefore entitled o receive the - o

-ﬁnunn and Kelley 30.

lpavid Ran;qe, In Search of columbqs Tng sgq;cns iorgfns
?ixs: YQY&Qﬁ (Tucaon Arizona yP, 1991) Ch. e N




55

reward from t“é Crown., Actowrding to Sale, the point at

which Cclumbus claimad hé saw the light was about fafiy">

"and at that distance there was no way hemA
3y s&eh anything at all."x | |

Ancther factor which calls into ques:ionAColuﬁbgs’

moral &hara ter wa: that he never took responsib;l;:y‘

fer anything bad that happened on the viyages; rather

5@ always lusmed that any adver;1ly was divine

intervent on, Although we Kknow Z¢lumbus was omethlng

S of a mystic oard was infiuenced by millenax;an v151ens,

"hts azr1~.ue dnes nnr always seem pure v} 4 vzrtucua.

Hoiumbus ~la1med that one of his main goals was to help?;f
convert the world to "hrzstzanzty, and one of the moans j:
of dOLng this was to use all the prof ts from hls;u:' .
voyages in'the reconquest of JerUSalem. Howaéér.f“'y

little . 1f any of this money was ever 1nvested 1nto th;ewi

'j_plan, partxcularly not the funds 001umbus pezsonally

~

recgzvad from hlS'?QY&QGSz -Another ;nstance in: whzch

Columbus blames his own failures on Godgs will.was Qnttff

December 24, 1492, when the Santa Maria went aground.

Poor manaqeméntfand the lack of proper perscnnel

  §tt¢3dinq the whee; causéd_th§ écciden;;'bu{fgoinmbn§ f

R RTINS

» .
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axewed the qh:pwrerk as uod s will and as a sign that:” 
he should explore the area more and to establish a |
_settlemant. He at least knew how to put the best faca -
on 111 fortune
| Most important of his belzefs n de1ne
fxnterventzon was his phenomenal abxlzty to wln the
._majorltv of the chick-pea lotteries. The stoty ot tha

chick-pea lotteries occurs on the return of the fzrst 

.voyage when the c¢rew of the Nifia encountered fierce

storms and were so afraid for their lives that they

vfhéid;a lottery. The game es:abllshed that whogver drewggff

'“"the chick~pea wzth a cross on 1t out of a hat would

",jtaks a pllgrxmaqe to various sa sJtuaries to thank 1h¢

':1patron saint of that slf~ for the crew's safe return. :

'5Columbus just hapraned to win three out of four

'CQIumbus son. Pordlnand .clazms in his

lotter e8.

book that his father 8 luck was due to a dzvzne mzracleﬁ**

'ﬁfand that God diroctad Columbua’ hand to the markad

.poa el Columbus did go ‘ashore and fulf:lled one of

SR “Phxllzps and Phillips 6 Justxn winsor. a ninet eenth*- BT
~ century U.S. historian, was the first writer to portray Columﬁus

. in;a&n unglamourous perspective. He claimed that Columbus was an
inept administrator so. sure of his own. knowledge he di:oboynd .

ioyniﬁordors and brouqht many of his troubles on. himuelf

ﬂchzqa 116 18.
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et

  ;he8e prom*ses on 'February 18, 1493, when he safely
w.' arr1ved 1n the harbor of Santa Maria xn the A&ores .ﬁé'“.'
made one other'pxlgrlmaqe when he retuzned home.to |
??Spa;n but appazently never made the third pllgrzmage
| Furthermore. *here can bhe no questxon that f
Columbus was Qreedy. This greed was displayed ti$e '
and time again in his ohgoing pursuit'fOt'gold, titles
af ncbility'and in the selfish way he tfeated'his crew.
:Hxs desperat~ search for gold often resulted in |

'outraqcous treacment or the natxves, and sometxmes

;ihavang gold forCLblY removed from their bodzes._'gxg 5;gf-

f?gretd for power is also obvxous xn hxs demand to the

Kxng and Queen that he raceive the title of Admlral of."“'

"fthe Oreaq S&a and vlceroy and_Goyernor ueneral over_all
'”iaﬂdf he discoverad. Aftar losing the titles off'

vxceroy and gove:nor upon the end oi hzs th1rd voyaqa.

,_iColumbus spent thé rest of hxs lee trylnq to ragaxn:.iff*ﬂ R

"if_them . He also displayed s;gns of greod for qlory bY
“ not wantlng to sha:e any of tha crodzt for dxacaverY

with Martin Pznzén his fellcw captazn As noted

'*: ear!1er,:Co1umbus acted greodily to hxs.crew 1n--

 7ch1a1ming thi 10, 600 maravadzs from the c:bwn far

_;Euimatlf because h‘ insistad he wag the fzrst to szqht *;;;
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",lgnd. Hafalsa fcrﬁed the crew to take an oath that
fcﬁba was a meinland of Asia, even though he had 1o |
"-proofg Perhaps he did this out cof the fear of 103159
*fhié titles and the royaltié ‘he would receive when thé}sj
flslands began to make a praixt According Lo

Fﬁrndndez~hrmﬁstro, threatening the men with the 388

U of theitﬁtonqué if they said the islands were not Asxa 
was the act ot a desperate and greedy man.™ |
'uYe; even after 500 years Columbus' popularity
:, remains #élatively stroni, according to a~pbll iaken'bff}7'“f"
| ?The A53001a*ed Press fn 1992. Sut Jf 1.001 peopza
q?ffrandcmly salecte& qxxt{ four percent st1‘1'~onaldered~f:
“'him q hero; fifteen perczent considered hinm a.vxllai§;~
  n;ne pefcew; thought he was both; and tweive,petéeni
 saidHhé was neither, or were not gurg,ﬁ ; |
'&quf_éichatd.ﬂaleygo{ ﬁhxcaga.thihksi ‘umbus hasz begé;;ﬂf,fﬁ
”V;q§wnt:66dén enough. He believes "you ~annot b1 lame L
Christopher Columbus for all the 1lis in this country.

‘No one's perfect in life. FEverybody's trying to blame:ff;

v ot

z'f'ezrmman Armestro columbus 179- 10

e ,_“Jamas Barron, “He's the Explorar/Bxploiter You Juat Have -
-.-_tO LOV‘/H&te," ﬂgy Yng Tim,a 12 OCt 1992, B? .
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‘him for averynhxng."; Gr. the other hani., zone
citizens feel he was no hetter than Adclé Hotlay -
Even Spain officially commemorated the SGoth
anniversary by observing a "Day of Kespect for Native
American Cultures,' Ahatever one's wpintien, it iz
chvious that CTolumbus comnitted atrsCities, yeét it 1sa

unfarr to pase guwldgement onoa wanh that .iweed nothe

:’
Ci

3]

b

~*
-

-
it

Pifteenth century according to twentiaeth.

values. This does not anean that he should be sxcused
tfor what he d:id, but rather that cne shauld take into
consideration that what he d1d was notl unlike cothe:

actions ¢f the time ir which he livel.
Inevitability of the Liscovery

Another issue in questiah 1s5: Who 18 responsible
for the aftereffects - Columbus or the eslenists that
followed? In fact, the discovery of America was

inevitable, zince John Cabot arrived there in 1497,

“Hill and Davis 10.
as '
4

“Hill and Davis 10.

"H"Christdphar Columbus., Then and Now," New York Timas 12

. -0ct. 1992:  A18.
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without knowledge of Columbus'® discovery and pedre

Cabral did sc in 1500, trying to reach India. 1t s

haman nature to place blame when a hragedv ocours, . and

jlt-ia much easier tc blame a single Person than-to-'

hlame a society as a4 whole. !n this instance, can we

say LhaL everything that came after Cotoher 12, 1492

wasg w;th ut quect:ion Co Ium}ue‘ Fault? O was he a

1. - L
sept-day meraiiziiog.

0

>

- sgapegoat of 2ur cwn o p

On&e again it

s Kirkpatrick Uale whe seems to lay

comp;ete }lame on ”o umbug {or what kecase ¢1 the

'=Inaxans and the envirvonment. He states that Columbus

Was

rhe figure who was p;lm&r;iy TeSPOLE il e
for the ways in which the culture of
&AQn»naxmﬂwnﬁlu‘h. Amer lous,
andsr not only Spanish flags hut

'subsequent hanneta Lo, dﬂd LTS

extiasrdinary career, very like hi.
ga*lmq rovtes, as the sruqel_ or ail
hat ~ane after

”t
ey

T
P

4]
—
-
&
£

I thlhk 1t wnuid hdve'been mere appiopriate L Sals

ew:d_ 1umbhs was a aymbel for what happened zver thea

next twe hundre. years. After all, gpain had been
exploiting other pecples and their lands for centuries.

For instance, King Jaime I of Aragen in the thirteenth



kind of a game, 4 type of "~hivalric adventure." UYoon

4

his conguest of Majorca. a parttern unfolded that would
influernce the history of the crown of Aragon:  Jalae
prom.sed the Aragonese the conogtered lands, <o

saxething wsuld have t2 be donge with the or.gina.

i - .o ek e 9 4 ee , e RREY LB I
inhab itants, wven 08 this meant oXxpelliny ot

i

exterminating them,  God, gcid and glory were the rarn

motivators kehind the Iberian conguests of th

A

thirteenth rentury which Ferndnder Armes-ro -onsilers

to be the heginning of the European expanszion inte ths

Mediterrarean ard the Atlantio. -

Eurcps a4t rhe tyme op Columbur was the hope of 6@
Sranish Inquisition. the plague, fan:
begianing <f 3 materialiectio and capitalistis wol id
These thingz alzo pliavad nalsor roles in what was 2o
transpire n the Hew World, L panishl eXpansi.n was a -
Bold, enthusiastic affair. 1t was pushed along by the
need for greater resources, such g5 gold, to Gelp
ficance 4 crusade that lasted more than 700 years to
Teconguer Spaln f{rom the Moors,

One of Columbus' contemporaries did not blume

“Fernandez-Armestro, Befcre Culumbus 18-22.
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Tolumens personally for izmeoral o actr  bot o jinked haim
Wwlth other Spaniards. In fact . La- vasas condemned his
own countrymen in a pamphlet entitied, The Lestriuctlon
of the Indies. in this piece, the 3paniah friar olaims
that 1t was the Spantards' desire tor g:id that Leid

TAN He cixims that

E)

them tz make "unsanctif{red impretd
they were tyrants whe treated the ndiang oo “iho Ay
and f1ith of the ear+:s . LLhough LA CAanas Lary.s
the blame upon 3panish society, Columbus annot bLe

completely excnerated.  His own inte 17vions with the

s . o~ . 14 o . ; b1 . - N N
natives as well as hi1s negligent uss

Justitrabls reqrens fo fanding Y goilt. ne otuh
e lg 1 Tolunbeus ' o lnum URan vnosental ing the
Ircdtatis char Yall of then can Le taken too oJantilo oL
held captive n o thie game irland, tecause with 57 men

all =f them o:uld be bedd in subjection wnd can Le made
. . o\ a N oo B
ta do whatever .ne night wish noaddition,
3 y . - oy Lo i1y . o
NBOE woeld U Nedal Lo Cummerslal

realizing that *h= isla

crties of Asia, 1n order t~ find a means o profiting

e

from them, Columbus considered colionizing them. In

v

other words he wanted to hring in Spaniards to set up

“Punn and Kelley 76-77.

»
1
-

“-»

-

Dunn and Kelley 75.




COMBLn I LS. TS STt ar many restulces from the Land

. N ) TR ey . e ¥ S e - L e -
aF pEsal e herefdore, Dolumbas not o only lennmariood
The e PoUr penspio. hul one alss did sl oin o Such oA manner

an ¢ benefit rogn therr mizfartune. Mryeoyesr, hi gied

h g oos . < DL IR R P T Y e Y - e, ) - . - or
the Land a0 f st owers b sposabile. Sopoinotan. s, when
the commun: sy b Lo Navedsd tai et Colunkun vl oo

1

©oand pevey gave
‘the community “he

+to take this visiw 15

entury ecclogical perspect.ve.

"aQne,cannat-;ay the fate oi the Amer:cas
h&‘"ﬂe:s alane Nonetheleas, some do blame
_Thﬁfideaﬁﬁi

but he was ne? Lh& 3nly nav‘i_

~W@:}a; It xa a;sa zmpar&ant ta rem&mber th”'
tréatment cf the Indzans was no. dziterent

han he s;aniards 1ntalerant treatment'of the Moors




ane the lowon, cmrertortoa ocre Indi, o owope i) laeld

: . . - . P S e I e fy 2y - T

S S Leou el A wnibide s, el otage. e oowon wan b
Point o cnoaAscusing fanger 4t spe (i pesp Lo, we shouwld

N~ - PN et Y e e LY e ey ... .
IoUR o the congulstadors that fsllowed Dorannids, but

CELmes SAr Lot we Mdave Yooovemember o Do Roar i
picture as a2 who'le anpd v realize it Onlumbuaz was
sl one of many pieceg b liie Zize game oI chess.

The Aftereffects

 ;§'$F'§§§i§§%;§§?;.nggggggf_iéﬁ@f@%; ﬂ§€ L é it

'fmzqht bﬂ azfectinq tha envzranment and Lts'

_gééjg} A’thuugh there are a few pQSltive ways 1n




[
_thch this j15COY}yf “az snhanced the énff:enmgnt‘ th§
;5f“égﬁtivemelémﬁnfg'?“TtalnlY»outm»*vh the pos1vive.
m-m Praimary outrage was Columbus’ vack of .CC‘-_I'L".TGI'_!Y
the ﬁatzv% ?ﬂfpié. since his only ~oncsrn |
e coald benefys from this population.
““@.’”ailj“tlﬁﬁ THet Upanzards did net know the
thecry 7 diseaze “rarsmigsion, 1t (a1 ost1ll
ineonce:viile how some supjorers arter Columbus could
agtect that the natives'® mortality was high and not tr& -
' fto corr#ct it. Lack of interest on the Zurcpeans' part
:15 the death of a huge number f Indians casts them 1n

, , barbﬁ!ic l1qh and presents ‘them to the‘world as

:*}C&nnihilat°fa | MHe £1r~t and mowt 3ramat1c example Df

-ﬁhis ;ndziferen< is tho case of the Arawaks of the
_:Gzeatar Antxlles and the Bahamas. rhase peopka were
'7ﬁthe f;rst ?o come 1n contact w‘th clumbas and the

=*px;marY d1seases such ag smal‘pon. meaales 1Qfluenza.

f-gand the buboniv plague that the £ur@peans brcught from

the Old WOrld ‘ In 154 %, the hxstorzan vaedo estzmated

'=that when Europeans arrlved in the New world there

 were a million Indians living on Santo Domingo in 1492,

'Tﬁand 1@35 than s1xty years later there were only 500

 1§ft. Sl&vers went to the smallsr i$1and8~in 35&r¢h,ofl




I”dién rﬁpiareﬁ%ﬁzs, and_aé a rauult w1thin sinty ?éafsfy”
“of Cﬁ’umbu:‘ ;dnd;aa;, all Antillean dborigines had” T
l _ﬂ¢ﬁ“;§émﬁ$t completely wapeﬁ out,- Lr)a!} eatzmates
.”thaﬁ'fhé'death tAf&'!ha{.Qcéurred ”%rn e1d World

F%G§l§5 cnrered the New Wil owas xbéut ninety

percent. s Discace and expioitation were twin

destrayer s of Ui Burcpeans' legazy.

The kruta;;;atxan cf the native populatzan ghfbuéhf;;hf5f
‘maltreatment, freezing temperatures_aSSociated_Qinh'tﬁéf
ﬁi?ﬂs in the mountains, hunqer'and averwork,-cembineéi
.with new dxqeases u‘timately led to the #mportatxaﬂ af

&fbiack slaves from Africa to 'he ‘mericas..,;‘fﬁg"”

:3;fdzseasus Suropaans brouqht to the New world st;ll

ml;:amazns a threat in Amaﬂenxa, ﬁore 0 than thexhe.

'ﬂaC$1ans at the peasanrs or *oad buxléars In fact. as.
i twent;eth canturw so~1ety has be~ome nore eco1oq1ca1lY 
Hawaié ~£ the effecw (olumbus 1nd hls foglowﬁrs had on
:ﬁtﬁe'éatzves, *heee idnas are portrayed more ana mare in T

films and novels in order to make the public aware of

-what 15 becoming cf our world. For example, the:rgcent,.*'”

.tzctxcn } film, "The Medicxne Man,“ pdrttays a

”Crosby 75

f_”GtQSby;_rhe Columblan E‘G“”““e 4
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:fQC1enttst :eséaréhi ng a cure f@z cancer in the jungle
5f;i5f"tHéJgééZéﬁ but ha xk_cancazned ‘ot the natlv
Li;ééépieéf wuifare.- ?h95 is lndxca?eg when the scxewtxé*;”.“:”
nékes ail ﬁutrzdrrq to the Area wear a surglua* mask 1n”
arder nut o to }ring in diceases. Another f;;m 15 ”The
.ibnquest of Paradise,” wh;ch portfdys'the explcitatioh.
of the natives by Columbus and his followers.

The effects of Columbus' iegacv ié still béiﬁq
ffelf ?oday among'Natxve‘Americans There axe many -
;1ltat1n Amerxcan Indian paa#ants who are stlll £1ght1nq

'"?oz thax* xndapendence after 500 yaars of opvreggzon byf

:the dascendants of the fzrst Europoans.m In‘adfitxan

'1_thza domination is reflactta throughout.tha hemi

'ffiin élscrim“nat;on against ””?1_¢fAmericans in

'"iamploymont educatxon and civzl rzqhts.,;fiiﬁﬁ |
Along wzth Columbus axploitatzon of the Indzans |
.:he Aand-was often-devastated The upanzaxd 8 faremasif
thought was to 4atarm1ne what he cculd galn from the
ﬁ_d;qcevery,'wzthout ever consxderlnq what LOUld be last; 3
?fThe colonzsts first choice was to axtract as much |
Twoalth from tha.New:Werd as=possib1e. The "Ew Wotld
_was the sappl:era of raw mater;als, and thé Old w@rld

_supplled tho manufactured qoods. Even thauqh Fe:d;aana”*



NS
i

and Isabella were somewhat sxeptlcal of Columbus 5 -f o

;5f ﬁanf¢ated clazms on h*s flrst return they stxll
~authoriz ed three more voyages bf Columbus, and one byi’
A]onao de Hojeda and two by Amerigo Vespuc01.-These
vayages were allowed in the hopes that the EUVQreigné
cou.d extract enoush gold and silver to enavle them to' ”.
_continue.financing their religicus wars.ﬁ According
to Crosby, thiz imperialism or just plain'indiffereﬁcel*
to the Americas was so great that Europeans beqan'ié..
take for granted that kimilat conquests would foiiow'
:_wherever they went .’ These neqat1ve hab:ts have
ui!¥brouqht about "a dostructzon at the e¢ological
; stab;11ty aver enormaus ateas ané an zncrease ai
f on'that xs so great that it amounts:ta a.c”
'Tagaznst posterzty wlt i
| For some paople the evxdence seems tu ptoveythat‘
wftha negatzva aspects of Columbus d;scovery outwciqh
tho posxtxve Rowever, if one weto to consxder thc Oid

World side of it, 1t would appear that Burope had

e somethzng to be thankful for. For 1ns;ance( thg
*l,“sne 189.
N "Crosb;y 297.




amportaticn of gold and silver frow ths New Werld 15

rertainly linked with the inflaticn of the sixteenth

Capd seventewnth caenturies.  Therefosre, this influx had
a tremen-leus nfiuence on the rize of the commercial

ragses, the Jeoline of the oWl aristocsrary, atnd the
Sroeation of the world parket. Moreover, the Americas
vepregsented -« havern for theoze who suffered from
religicus parsacuticn, It alsc affered 1mmigrants-§f

the sixteenth to the twentieth centuries a chance at

land; Imngration uitimately.led te an incraase ;ﬁ.__
;f;fcod produetlon and a more renlﬂtant 1mmune ystem,
i.fthareby 1nﬂreasznq human pcpu;atzon._ Powevef,,were 5i
:tﬁase s@veral posxtlve outrames warth alm¢:t &u entire;

'°_zace of humanlty
Chanqing_ﬁmphasis it Educat 1on

J?inall?, iet ué examina how changing SChOldYShip
:7over th# last fifty years has afzected edubatxcnal |
€% ¥F§¢ti¢eu Although new 1nformatﬂon has been dxsccvered;3
* -§bd§$_Cd1umbu£, it 1is still not accurately rcrtrayed in

tngfﬁnitéd States school ??stem. In fact, as recen;,gs

Cimproving their status in Itfe and pdrc'haomg thelr-wn_i- "




"fis tc campare an excerpt from Me:lzn M Ames’

a.ﬁtextbook Wlth Jchn A.

" the 19708, myths abcut Colurbus rather thar ficts were
1. Yo "‘c -3 v e WF 7 l C/‘
AaAiideq JORN Y b.l.‘.i}y-] . l'_.

" still peing taught about him., A ba

Chim has °nly recently been precented :in most of

classrooms,  Twenty

Arerica's

e

!
-
)
'

to portray Columbus as 2 nodel, s Liis reputation

as 3 hert:' was [ﬂaint.ﬂﬂﬁ(‘e’.’!. wh

represent him as the firat destroyer of

or ax a genocidal peyshopath doeg equal injustice,

the reai C§lumbus would =ti1li remain hidden tc¢ many

school children. A striking way to present hov

f.educatxonal views have changed »n the last fifty years
1947

Garraty’s-counterpart of'l?él;'

‘*fyhmes wrxtss.

&t last the rulers of Spaln gave Columbus
three smali ships, and he sailed away to
the west across the Atlantic Ocean. His
sailors became frightened. They were sure
‘the ships would come to the edge of the
world and just fall off irto space. The
sailora were ready to throw their captain
into the ocean and turn around and go
back. Then, at last they all saw the !
ahead. They saw low green shores with
tall palm trees swaying in the wind.
Columbus had found the New World. This
happened on October 12, 1492, '

the environment

and
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1% das 1 great day *cr bhr*f‘,;ugz ;iumba, -
anﬁ for thu w%a‘e world as well.”

»a

t > - .w. . ~ '.,. " A !. I .y g 7’,;
In the 134;_vﬁfklw% thoe flar wa»t“ myth ism

" prezanted and Qm;uubn 18 portvayved ar the i1dsal heio.
It 13 wmportant 7 note Yhe Tontrast T a2 1560 versian.

Wher, Colwtbus stepped asbore on Guanahani
island in October 1492, he planted the
Spanish flag in the sand and olaimed tta
jand ax a possessicn of Ferdinard and
Isabella. He did =o decpite the obvious
fact that the islard already helonged to
scmeone else - the Indians who gathered on
the beach to gaze with wonder at the
gtrangers who had suddenly arrived in
‘three great, white-winged canoes. He gava
ne thought to the rights of the 1ocal :
 iuhabitants.  Nearly every later = e
© O ewplorer - French, Engliszh, Dutch and.a&l‘ﬁ*:”'
“tgthocnh&n;asiﬂnl as the Spanjsk -« ..
: Jht e 1? dxsmsaed the mlﬁ they
tered.  What we like to thirk of a»»ﬁ,,;
. - ¥ t*'&f of America was aatuﬁli, 'hefgwx‘
r'mvasim_ ahé mnwst of ﬁmr:ca, .

-The racent vers;an af tba dzscov&ry &had 57m¢£§fjjf

f: baIan¢ed Izght on Columbun"“dﬁacovezy uune qn tua

5J*far in condemnznq Lolumbus, and orne hzsizry b Qk

3 fPOPular thxs Year in "om aigh gchon*s por*raYS,

’Tijolumbus_as1a-Renalssance_Darth~vadar, "who ushared in .

e et - S

‘*Jahn A, Garraty. The st*ory of America, as quotar‘ ino e
-r.: umbus Scruumzed m Schools,'_' by Sam Dxllon - New ,Y"'i;:'i‘;m; "




";fi?ﬁuﬁﬁnﬁgtkﬁ%wgi;imgez§$}lsm by eﬁﬁxavxng,

iaribﬁ-whm,gre@t&; nlﬁ xi?

:&bféqﬁ¢“?
There is no full sonsensus meTg édﬂﬁatéfs;iﬁ
thia  vthe 4H30th anniversary. _anmequﬂﬁtly}.ﬁ'ﬁﬁeﬂfﬁ
arrcss America are learning everything. from ske?t%C£$$;iaif

tocnntempt for the e:"orﬁr > explﬁltﬁ.._Yet;'th§ ”” 
majority. of té%tbdaﬁﬁ 1iscus a £a4'mbus fauitgfggfwéiig
:83 his sﬁcﬁmgliﬁﬁmanxs.- Some teacﬁars are try;ng tgi '
'iﬁﬁﬁibﬁtata v*:tlcaizpprspé t:v 8 lntQ kheir. |

ach&els haxd meck trxalw lasw“

_yurrlcna um, 28 savar5$

Qum&'**lll iﬁ@& wwiﬂﬁhu ¢s ﬁn alw CR ;gaé_;_;~a-wf

and that he ! culi baftaugﬁi ag "a grest m

v\mw.tted aa;weit‘eé ' Thig ”“e‘rm'tﬁf

zroﬁxng Ha sner 1n bCIu(lu? of z;lumh_7
19520 AL,

"#szilaﬂlﬁ?“.



rwntra44 Uioh r verps: How can oa man be great, 1f he

hae sonmitted qipecoityes?

In 1992, the Year «f the quins.ontennial annaiversary,
Columblis WAS nNever SO LRt rever. .o’ wWhat make: 1t
even more 1nterepting iz that ot ohly are his

‘achievements now tn questior but his integrity as

well . Téﬂﬂy,'it 1s no secret that Columbus and later
'%xbioreru échmitted heinous :rimez against the ﬁaﬁives.
.feﬁpasgd them,'if unwittihg&y, to dgvastat;nq disaageg,
&nd_often_drﬂvé then frqm.thei:.lab&. “ithout the help
'.nf h1sta;iaﬁﬁ i£§e:Crasby and Hanke far:s;auch as-ghgse;
wéUid'stxiE'be ovﬁflaaked by toda?'s-ﬁcfitty. ﬂrnaby'
Iastoundlnq Llalm that bf the aeventeenth ;entury nlneti 3"-

T perrent of the. natives were - killed bY EU?°Pean d“““"

.; 15 not ggmethlng that can be easxly iorgottan. .llmt.'.n‘.h,«r_‘5

h?exnt that-ﬁanke holps;clarzfy is that not all

‘whose ‘intentians to help the'n&tzvesguﬁﬁ"

f;;vhctne: thq;natxves wanted it. wete thase Of 3 mare



‘seiflezz nature. Furtkermore, 1t mull Alst we oanoe fed
. . i e Y s o ey ,-.--~. P e 4 e oae t
that Jolumbas' vovage vastly inoreassd hupantity's

knéwlﬁﬁ“ﬂ atout the € VIvonmert | a fact;wh:ch helpe¢-"

L odéreate new ideas v philossphy, ltterature and the

Tééiéﬁ:ﬁs. he effects of the Columblian exchaﬁge'aré”

0

5f{;; Leing . lg~r.exeﬁ today 1n the oontinual trannfer

»
ot
s
gY
v
ll
i
i

m§ g;ant“, ar,ymals ond < I addiriorn,
indigenour people must Ltill carry the burden of

:'VEurdpefﬁ invasion not 1ust physically but émoticnally

”_tao It 1s obvihus that the Europeans ard their New

-"wgrli descandan' aenefztted the mos? ’Yet she must

also remember that it 18 prpposterouq to prewune that
::.Qaavman alonezcgu1d~haye.cagsed.the depredatiops tha:
'fthe Amé:icés and ;heirfﬁative pecéleéihave'su{férédf.
}tjwouldlseem,much mbre,laéiéal Lo view C@lumbﬁs as'a

:SYmboljof the brutalization, exploitatied ana

"Vgﬂextxnctzon that was to come.. At the same tlme it is

~1mpoztant to credit Columbus wzth the naut: 31.3"“

cographzcai d1scoverzes he made and tha §romxse he o

~uomphasxsrcn reason and

Taxperimentatxon thag helped to brxng abaut the
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