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410 LOUIS C. McCABE

been accomplished in the measurement of swelling characteristics of
coal, but there are still lacking satisfactory test methods and stand-
ards for evaluating many of the phenomena which refined methods
of preparation will make it possible to explore.

A most regrettable lack of imagination is demonstrated by the at-
titude which sees the salvation of the coal industry in an expanding
use of coal purely as a raw fuel. While just now the trend is in that
direction, it is an ephemeral condition at best. A sound program for
the coal industry will not overlook the possibility of new materials
of all kinds, plastics being only one of the many possibilities. In
such a scheme coal petrography applied to preparation will have an
important role.















