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Editorial 
 

 

Calling for Change: Intersectionality and Advocacy 

This edition of the Animal Studies Journal brings together twelve articles from a variety of 

disciplinary perspectives which are all concerned with the need for changes in human-animal 

relations, and how to achieve these. Questions of intersectionality and advocacy recur 

throughout the contributions.  

Lyla Coorey and Carl Coorey-Ewings address the correlation between domestic 

violence enacted on  humans and on nonhuman animals and demonstrate the impact of an 

education program for school students which was designed and trialled by Coorey-Ewings. 

Meera Atkinson explores trauma in Alexis Wright’s novel The Swan Book, which she sees as 

bearing witness to trans-species injustice. Nick Pendergrast uses the lens of intersectionality to 

critique PETA’s approach to animal advocacy, and Clare McCausland, Susan Pyke and Siobhan 

O’Sullivan explore whether the use of drones is justified in the context of animal activism. Alex 

Lockwood explores and experiences the Save Movement’s practice of ‘bearing witness’ to the 

passage of animals towards slaughter. Rolf Schlagloth, Flavia Santamaria, Barry Golding and 

Hedley Thomson show how use of a ‘flagship species’ can promote community conservation, 

including a case study concerning koalas in Ballarat. 

The final six articles make compelling cases for the need for urgent change in various 

common practices. Responding to an article by Cheryl Abbate, Corey Wrenn argues that the 

avoidance of feeding meat to animals in sanctuaries has limited impact, and that it is more 

important to work against systemic speciesism. Yvette Watt, Siobhan O’Sullivan and Fiona 

Probyn-Rapsey present the findings of a survey of the consumption habits of animal studies 

scholars. Eva Meijer argues for us to pay closer attention to nonhuman animals’ experiences and 

unique ways of life, as well as ethics surrounding human euthanasia, when making decisions 

about animal ‘euthanasia’. Angela Ragusa’s analysis of the representations of animals in a rural 
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Australian newspaper reveals pervasive human-centrism. Rebecca Scollen’s work examines 

animal performances at SeaWorld, and Hammerton and Ford address human-shark relations and 

argue the need for an intersectional process of decolonization.  

This issue also includes five reviews. Dinesh Wadiwel presents a thoughtful review essay 

of Wayne Gabardi’s The Next Social Contract; Wendy Woodward has written an engaging review 

of David Herman’s anthology Creatural Fictions; Christine Townend reviews Gonzalo 

Villanueva’s recently launched A Transnational History of the Australian Animal Movement 1970-

2015 and Siobhan O’Sullivan reviews Barbara Creed’s important study Stray: Human-Animal 

Ethics in the Anthropocene. The issue closes with a return to intersectionality in Nathan Poirier’s 

‘From Disability to Ecoability’, a review of Anthony Nocella II, Amber George, and J. L. 

Schatz’s anthology The Intersectionality of Critical Animal, Disability, and Environmental Studies.  

We hope you find this edition interesting and enriching. 
 
Melissa Boyde, Chief editor  
with the ASJ editorial team:  
Philip Armstrong, Sally Borrell, Michael Griffiths and Annie Potts. 
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