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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Introduce the presentation and myself, talk about what I mean by “Partners"

Any mutually beneficial association, formal or informal relationships.




• Digital maker space: 
a place for collaborative digital media 
creation and publishing. It inspires 
ingenuity, encourages artistry and 
develops expertise.

• Open to all ages, with youth-specific 
programs 

• Offers free workshops for adults and 
teens

• Operates out of Central Library
• Programs are also offered at branches

What is Creative Experience

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Mention that it was installed in 2012 when the library was renovated. 



Four “Pods” equipped 
with software and 
hardware for digital 
creation.

Creative Experience

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Describe software.  



Recording Room with 
software and hardware 
for audio recording.

Creative Experience
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Presentation Notes
Describe software and mention some of the programs we’ve done in the past.



Outreach and Networking 
go hand in hand

Get out and meet people 
and save contacts even 
if you don’t know how 
you’ll use them yet.
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]
TEDxGateway Arch>NFLATE> Keyboards, workshops, VR/AR in the future; networking, contacts for future VR producers	

Murmurations> contacts> talks related to makerspaces> outreach> contacts> Still think about collaborating with Coloratura

Conferences like this one
I attended for the first time last year, made good connections about VR, IT.
I proposed this workshop this year based on the call they put out- besides sharing this info, lets me broaden my connection of networks (more about this later).

��




Say Yes to Opportunities!

You never 
know where 
they will lead.
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St. Louis Science Center>events, outreach, their team visited us>Met Carol and Mary of Pixel Pop Festival at Creative Activity meeting>Twine Jam workshop (presented for free at CEXP)> Invitation to Pixel Pop festival>networking and connecting with other presenters, game developers especially for future partnerships

Recent invitation to go to Art Tech Meetup to talk about VR> this came from working with Foveal Media, which came from working with Chad Eivens for Experimental Cinema Day	
Ties into sub points of word of mouth
Not working in a silo
Extended social networks

Ok to say No sometimes- know your limits and don’t overextend yourself
Had to say No to multiple presentation opportunities at St. Louis Science Center last summer, as they required too much setup and preparation 



Don’t dismiss spontaneous connections
Be willing to 
talk to people 
unexpectedly 
and make time 
for connections 
when possible.
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Sonic Arts United> Met Cheeraz Gorman unexpectedly when she wandered into CEXP, showe he the Recording Room, talked about her projects, ended up collaborating to produce Ableton Days> led to a connection and donation of free Ableton software> led to Loud and Clear workshops being done here- one season already, two more scheduled.



Foster regional 
connections, as well 
as long distance ones, 
based on aligned 
interests. 

Cultivate connections with colleagues
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SPEx
Experimental Film Day
Design Week
DPLA Missouri Day



Don’t work in Silos.

Support Other Initiatives
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Comic Con
HHAW
10 books
Campfire>programs in CEXP> media center at Washington University
Teen programs, NFLATE, GoodVoice, etc., First Leggo League. 




It will be reciprocated.

Be Generous with Knowledge and 
Resources
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Presentation Notes
Learning about VR, reached out to Bob Anstett of Broward County Library Creation Station, who was very helpful, later colleagues form Lexington Free Public Library and  Los Angeles Public Library contacted me about VR, and I was able to share my experience. I also connected with VAR Libraries founder John MacLeod in CA  and a Plamen Miltenoff, presenter at Libtech last year from St. Could State University.

When starting a podcast, I reached out to other libraries.



Seek connections with 
individuals. 
Partnerships don’t 
have to be formal but 
can lead to other 
opportunities. 

Make Connections through members of 
allied institutions

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ex’Treme Institute
Webster instructors
Wash U- Steven Harowitz; attempts to connect with Center for Collaborative Technology at Washington University. 
St. Louis International Film Festival- teen film camps and other involvement with The Library



We’re lucky to have a 
budget for 
programming, but we 
have also scheduled 
pro-bono workshops.

Support Artists and Entrepreneurs 
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Pro bono arrangements-- Bloxels, Pixel Press or discounted-NFLATE

Often have repeat instructors and connections through them

Use social media, word of mouth, and personal networks to expand



Companies and 
organizations like 
to give stuff to 
libraries, and the 
worst they can do 
is say no. 

Ask for In-kind Donations
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Ableton and Studio One software
Keyboards from Notes for Life
Asked for donations from M-Audio



Where can you make 
connections?

Networking and Closing
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Image from Kevin Harris’s  and Chad Eivin’s experimental video installation in Creative Experience. 

If time allows:

Break into groups of 4 or so and spend 15 minutes getting to know each other, each person takes a couple of minutes to introduce themselves and some of the places they would like to find collaborations, and then the group shares ideas, 
Time for questions or comments





Thank you!

Honna Veerkamp
Creative Experience Specialist
(314) 880-8593
hveerkamp@slp.org

https://www.slpl.org/creative-experience/

Follow us on Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram @SLPLcexp

People Power: Strengthening Libraries 
through Community Partnerships
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Reminder to connect by email, phone, or social media 

Image one of the participants of the St. Louis International Film Camp for teens, in our teen lounge

mailto:hveerkamp@slp.org
https://www.slpl.org/creative-experience/
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