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executive�SuMMary

Theconceptofthefeminizationofmigrationtraditionallyrefers
tothegrowthinnumbersandrelativeimportanceofwomen’s
migration,particularlyfromandwithindevelopingcountries.
InAfrica,forexample,theproportionoffemalemigrantsrose

from42%ofthetotalin�960toalmost50%atthepresenttime.This
processisaresult,first,ofthecontinuedimpoverishmentandmargin-
alizationofmanywomenindevelopingcountries;andsecond,ofthe
increasingdemandforfemalelabourintheserviceindustriesofindustrial
andindustrializingcountries.

TheUnitedNationssuggeststhatthefullimplicationsofmigration
andmobilityforwomenaredifficulttoassess,duetoadearthofdataon
womenandmigration.Whatalsoeludesofficialstatisticsistheextent
towhichwomenmigrantsareindependentactorsinmigrationdeci-
sion-making.Thereremainsalackofunderstandingofwomen’smotives
andexperiencesinthemigrationprocess,whichislinkedhistoricallyto
theinvisibilityandmarginalizationofwomenasmigrants.InSouthern
Africa,thereisstillaseriouslackofgenderedanalysisofcontemporary
cross-bordermigration,andlimitedunderstandingofwomen’sexperi-
encesasmigrants.

MigrationtoSouthAfricainthetwentiethcenturyconsistedoftwo
maintypes:

• Immigrants,exclusivelywhiteuntilthemid-�980s,cameprimarily
as“familyclass”migrantsfromEurope,withwomenaccompany-
ingtheirworkingspouses.

• Migrants,primarilyblackandmale,wereallowedtemporary
entrytoSouthAfricaunderbilateralagreementswithsending
states(suchasBotswana,Lesotho,Malawi,Mozambiqueand
Swaziland).Althoughtemporarymigrationwasmale-dominated,
somewomendidaccompanytheirspousesorleftontheirownfor
SouthAfrica.

Since�990,thenumberofwomenmigrantstoSouthAfricahas
increaseddramatically,althougharecentSAMPsurveyshowsthatwith
theexceptionofZimbabwe,temporarymigrationintheSADCisstill
male-dominated.Womenhavebecomefarmoremobilebutmaynot
bemovingprimarilyaseconomicmigrantswhoworkorarelookingfor
work.Genderrolestendtoproduceamorevariedsetofreasonsforcir-
cularmovementsamongwomen.Overall,femalemigrantsaregenerally
olderandmoreeducatedthanmalemigrants,andmorelikelytobemar-
ried.Womenmigrantsaremotivatedbyarangeofsocial,economicand
reproductivefactors,butarelesslikelytoseekformalemploymentthan
males.Theyaremorelikelytotravelforpurposesofcross-bordertrade
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andarelikelytostayforshorterperiodsandengagelesswiththeformal
economyorsocialnetworks.

SAMP’sMigrationandGenderConferencein2002determinedthat
therewasaneedformorein-depthresearchwithaspecificfocuson
women’smigrationexperiencestocomplementstatisticaldata.SAMP
developedtheMigrantVoicesProject(MVP)in2004and,in2005,con-
ductedanin-depth,qualitativestudywithwomenmigrantsbothtem-
porarilyandpermanentlylivinginSouthAfrica,aswellaswithSouth
Africanwomenwhohadreturnedtothecountryaftermigrating.

Throughtheseinterviews,theMVPgatheredqualitativeinformation
fromwomenmigrantsonarangeofissuesincluding:migrationdeci-
sion-making,travelpreparations,experienceswhilemigrating,resulting
inhouseholdandlifestylechanges,experiencesoflivinginaforeign
country,andtreatmentfromfamilyandcommunitywhenreturningto
countriesoforigin.Beyondpersonalexperiences,theMVPalsoexplored
women’sperceptionsoftheimportanceofmigrationintheSouthern
AfricanDevelopmentCommunity(SADC)region,reasonsforwomen’s
migrationinparticular,awarenessofpolicy,andgender-specific
challengesencountered.Finally,SAMPaimedtogleanpolicyrecommen-
dationsfromwomenmigrantsthemselves,againstabackdropofthere-
draftingofimmigrationregulationsinSouthAfrica,andreneweduptake
oftheSADCFacilitationofMovementProtocol.

ThefindingsoftheMVParepresentedinconsiderabledepthinthis
paper.Theyconfirmsomeaspectsofourpreviousunderstandingofwhy
womenmigrate:formany,migrationisasurvivalstrategydrivenprima-
rilybyhouseholdneed.Migrationalsoallowswomentheopportunityto
work,toearntheirownmoneyandtoexercisegreaterdecision-making
powerintheirdailylives.However,theMVPalsochallengedcurrent
understandinginanumberofrespects.Manyofthemigrantwomen
interviewedareindependentagentsinmigrationdecision-making,rather
thandeferringtomalepartnersorparents,andhavedefiedresistance
fromfamiliesandcommunities.Somechallengetheideathatmigration
ismotivatedpurelybyeconomicandlivelihoodneeds,insteadvaluing
thefundamentalexperienceoftravelinitself,andthepersonalbenefit
ofexposuretoothercultures,languagesandideas.Intermsofgendered
migrationexperiences,manywomenfeelmalemigrantsareasvulnerable,
ifnotmoresothanwomen,foranumberofcomplexreasons.Although
manytraveltoSouthAfricathroughirregularmeans,theyplacehigh
valueontherightofgovernmentstocontrolandmanagemigration,and
wishtoregularizetheirownstatus.And,thoughknowledgeofmigration
policyandregulationsdiffers,womenarticulatedanumberofkeymigra-
tionpolicyrecommendationsfortheregion.

Thispublication,aswellasdrawingconclusionsfromwomen’s
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descriptionsoftheirexperiencesasmigrants,alsoprovidesaforumfor
thevoicesofwomenthemselvestobeheard.Providingameansforthose
voicestobeheardbypolicy-makersandothersinpositionsofpoweris
alwaysachallenge.SAMP’sMigrationPolicySeriesiswidelyconsulted
bythosewhomaketherules.Byprovidingspaceforwomentospeak
(throughcopiousverbatimreproductionoftheircomments),SAMP
anticipatesthatthesevoiceswillbeheardandwillaffectthecurrent
policydebate.Migrationconferences,workshopsandforumsarenotable
inSouthernAfricafortheabsenceofmigrantsthemselves.SAMPhopes
thatthispublicationwillpromptgreaterpolicyattentiontothevoices,
needsandexperiencesofordinarywomen.
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introduction

Inrecentyearsmigrationstudieshaveincreasinglyfocusedonthe
“feminization”ofinternationalmigration.�Theconceptoffemini-
zationhasreferredtothegrowthinnumbersandrelativeimpor-
tanceofwomen’smigrationinsomepartsoftheworld.Migration

hastraditionallybeenseenasaprimarilymaledomain,particularlyin
developingcountries.Thegrowthinwomen’smigrationisseentoreflect
twothings:first,thecontinuedimpoverishmentandmarginalizationof
manywomenindevelopingcountries,andsecond,increasingdemand
forfemalelabourintheserviceindustriesofindustrialandindustrializing
countries.

However,onaglobalscale,HaniaZlotnikhasanalyzedUNglobal
migrationestimatesandconcludesthatwomenandgirlshaveactually
accountedforaveryhighproportionofallinternationalmigrants“for
alongtime.”2In�960,forexample,theglobalmigrantstockof75mil-
lionincluded�5millionfemales(or47%ofthetotal).In2005,there
were94.5millionfemalesinaglobalstockof�9�million(or49%ofthe
total).�Ataglobalscale,thefeminizationofmigrationthereforerefers
moretoabsoluteincreasesinthenumberoffemalemigrantsrather
thananydramaticshiftintherelativeproportionsofmaleversusfemale
migration.

Whendevelopedanddevelopingcountriesarecompared,aslightly
differentpictureemerges(Table�).Thenumberoffemalemigrantsin
developedcountriesincreasedfrom�6millionto60millionbetween
�960and2005.Thegrowthindevelopingcountrieswasmuchsmaller,
thoughstillsubstantial(from20millionto�4million).Theproportion
offemalemigrantsindevelopedcountriesincreasedmarginallyfrom
49%in�960to52%in2005.Incontrast,indevelopingcountriesthe
proportionwasvirtuallythesamein�960and2005(ataround45%).
TheAfricanstoryisratherdifferent.Inthecontinentasawhole,the
proportionoffemalemigrantsrosefrom42%to47%between�960
and2005.Table2showsaproportionaldeclineintheshareoffemale
migrationinNorthernAfrica(downfrom50%to4�%)butincreasesin
WesternAfrica(42%to49%),MiddleorCentralAfrica(44%to46%),
EasternAfrica(42%to48%)andSouthernAfrica(�0%to42%).Inall
areas,andSouthernAfricainparticular,malemigrationstillfarsurpasses
femalemigration.ButwiththeexceptionofNorthAfrica,theabsolute
andrelativeimportanceoffemalemigrationhasincreased.4
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Table 1: Global Migration Stock of Migrants 1960-2005
Millions

1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2005

World 75.46 81.34 99.28 154.95 176.74 190.63

  Male 40.14 42.91 52.39 78.98 88.98 96.11

  Female 35.33 38.43 46.88 75.97 87.76 94.51

Developed 
countries

32.31 38.36 47.48 82.37 105.00 115.40

  Male 16.53 19.61 23.80 39.57 50.28 55.19

  Female 15.79 18.75 23.65 42.80 54.73 60.26

Developing 
countries

43.15 42.97 51.82 72.58 71.73 75.24

  Male 23.61 23.30 29.59 39.41 38.70 40.98

  Female 19.54 19.68 23.23 33.17 33.03 34.26

Source: UNDP, Trends in Total Migrant Stock: The 2005 Revision (Online Data base)

Table 2: Proportional Gender Breakdown of Global Migration Stock by Region 1960-2005
Major area 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2005

World 46.8 47.2 47.2 49.0 49.7 49.6

More developed 
regions

48.9 48.9 49.8 52.0 52.1 52.2

Less developed 
regions

45.3 45.8 44.8 45.7 46.1 45.5

Europe 48.4 47.7 48.1 52.8 53.4 53.4

Northern America 50.5 51.5 52.6 51.0 50.4 50.4

Oceania 44.4 46.5 47.9 49.1 50.6 51.3

Africa 42.3 42.7 44.1 45.9 47.2 47.4

Northern Africa 49.5 47.7 45.8 45.6 44.4 43.6

Southern Africa 30.1 30.3 35.6 38.7 41.3 42.4

Western Africa 42.1 43.0 43.5 46.4 48.8 49.0

Middle Africa 44.0 45.5 45.9 46.0 46.2 46.3

Eastern Africa 41.9 43.2 45.3 47.3 47.9 48.3

Asia 46.4 46.8 44.6 45.2 45.4 44.7

Eastern Asia 47.4 48.6 46.8 49.1 52.8 53.5

Southeastern Asia 45.4 46.9 46.1 46.1 47.6 48.6

Western Asia 46.9 44.9 40.7 39.9 40.1 38.8

Latin America and 
Caribbean

44.7 46.8 48.2 49.7 50.2 50.3

Central America 47.7 49.8 49.8 50.5 49.6 49.5

South America 44.4 46.6 48.3 49.8 50.6 50.8

Caribbean 45.3 46.1 46.5 47.7 49.0 49.4
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Thefeminizationofmigrationisalsoincreasinglyviewedasinvolving
aqualitativechangeinwomen’smovements.Moreandmorewomenare
migratingforworkintheirownright,particularlywithinthedevelop-
ingworld.Feminizationthereforeimpliesachangeinmigratoryroles
fromwomenbeingdependentsofmalemigrantstobeingautonomous
economicmigrants.GraemeHugoargues:“Therehasbeenasubstantial
increaseintheinvolvementofwomenininternationalcircularlabour
migration.Thisisevidentintheincreasingnumbersofwomenmoving
asinternationalstudentsandbeingrecruitedintohigh-level,high-skill
managerial,executive,andprofessionaljobs.In[manycountries],the
greatestinvolvementofwomenisinthelowerendofthelabourmar-
ket.”5

TheUnitedNationsDivisionfortheAdvancementofWomensug-
geststhatthe“fullimplicationsofmigrationandmobilityforwomen”
are“difficulttoassess,”dueprimarilytoa“dearthofdataonwomenand
migration”linkedtoinconsistencyintheavailability,qualityandcompa-
rabilityofinternationalmigrationstatistics,particularlyoriginatingfrom
governmentsources.6WhatalsoeludesofficialUNstatisticsistheextent
towhichwomenmigrantsare,touseRobinCohen’swords,the“baggage
ofmaleworkers”oriftheyareinfactindependentactorsinmigration
decision-making.7Thereremainsalackofunderstandingofwomen’s
motivesandexperiencesinthemigrationprocess,whichaccordingto
MonicaBoydandElizabethGrieco,islinkedhistoricallytothe“near
invisibilityofwomenasmigrants,theirpresumedpassivityinthemigra-
tionprocess,andtheirassumedplaceinthehome.”8

InSouthernAfrica,BelindaDodsonandJonathanCrushlinkthisto
abiasassociatedwiththe“longassociationoflabourmigrationwiththe
miningsector”andsuggestthat:

Thepoweroftheregionallabourmigrationparadigm,with
itsandrocentric,‘kraaltocompound’logic,hasbeenput
forwardasoneofthemainexplanationsfortheneglectof
womeninSouthernAfricanmigrationstudies,exceptas
those‘leftbehind.’AsBarnesargues,thishasproduced‘a
normativeillusionwhichhaspracticallybecomeconven-
tionalwisdom:Africawomenwere“passiveruralwidows”
whostayedputsomewhere,practicingsubsistence,andlater,
cashcropagriculturalproductionwhiletheirmendeparted,
perhapsnevertoreturn.9

Althoughthereareimportantexceptionsinworkbyhistoriansand
historicalgeographersonpastinternalandinternationalwomen’smigra-
tion,therehasbeenalackofgenderedanalysisofcontemporarycross-
bordermigration,andlimitedunderstandingofwomens’agencyinthe
present.�0
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gendered�PatternS�of�Migration�to�South�africa

MigrationtoSouthAfricainthetwentiethcenturyconsistedoftwo
maintypes:

• Immigrants,exclusivelywhiteuntilthemid-�980s,cameprimarily
as“familyclass”migrantsfromEurope,withwomenaccompany-
ingtheirworkingspouses.Theresultwasreasonablyclosegender
parityinthenewmigrantstockofthecountryfromthe�940s
throughtotheearly�980s(Figure�).Thereafter,althoughthe
absolutenumbersofmaleandfemaleimmigrantsdeclineddra-
matically,genderparitywasmaintained.

• Migrants,primarilyblackandmale,wereallowedtemporary
entrytoSouthAfricaunderbilateralagreementswithsending
states(suchasBotswana,Lesotho,Malawi,Mozambiqueand
Swaziland).Migrantswereemployedinindustrieslikemining.
Undocumentedmigrantswereoftencoercedintoworkingon
whitefarms.��Patriarchalforcestendedtoimmobilizewomenin
theruralareasofthosecountriesfromwhichmalemigrantswere
recruitedinlargenumbers.�2

Figure 1: Immigrants by Gender 1950-2003, South Africa

Source: StatsSA Documented Migration, 2003.

Althoughtemporarymigrationwasalwaysmale-dominated,some
womendidaccompanytheirspousesorleftontheirownforSouthAfrica
wheretheyworkedinbeerbrewing,cooking,laundryandcommercial
sex.��Tighterrestrictionswereintroducedbytheapartheidstateinthe
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�950sandtheinfluxofwomenwasstayed.Manywerealsoforciblysent
home.However,asFigure2shows,temporarymigrationofwomento
SouthAfricadidcontinue,althoughnotinthesamevolumeasmale
migration.Unfortunatelygendereddataforthe�990sisunavailable,but
allevidencesuggeststhattherehasbeenasignificantincreaseintempo-
raryfemalemigrationtoSouthAfrica.DodsonandCrushnotethat“the
apparentincreaseinwomen’smigrationtoSouthAfricaoverthe�990s
thusperhapsrepresentsmoreofareturntoapatternthatprevailedin
thefirsthalfofthetwentiethcenturythananythingentirelynew.”�4

Figure 2: Arrivals by Gender 1963-1992, South Africa

Source: StatsSA Tourism Report, 2003.

RecentdatafromSAMP’sMigrationandRemittancesSurvey
(MARS)providesacontemporarysnapshotofthegendermakeupof
labourmigrationwithintheSADCregion.�5Thesurveywascarried
outinfivecountries(Botswana,Lesotho,Mozambique,Swazilandand
Zimbabwe)andgenerateddetaileddataon4700migrants.Thedatawill
beanalyzedindepthfromagenderperspectiveinaforthcomingSAMP
policyseriespaper.However,asTable�shows,theeconomicmigration
streamfromthesefivecountriesisstillheavilymale-dominated.Only

1 200 000

1000 000

800 000

600 000

400 000

200 000

0

Arrivals Female
Arrivals Male

19
63

1 400 000

1 600 000

19
65

19
67

19
69

19
71

19
73

19
75

19
77

19
79

19
81

19
83

19
85

19
87

19
89

19
91



� Migration�Policy�SerieS�no.�46

 9

k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k

intheZimbabweancase,with56%ofmigrant’smaleand44%female,is
thereanythingapproachingparityinthemigrationofmenandwomen.
Inalloftheothercountries,femalemigrantsarestillasmallminority,
despiteevidencethatwomenarebecomingfarmoremobilethanthey
were.Internalmigration,however,showsaverydifferentpicturewith
womenmigratingfromruraltourbanareasinsimilarnumbersasmen.

Table 3: Migration to South Africa by Gender, 2004
% Male % Female

Botswana 95 5

Lesotho 84 16

Mozambique 94 6

Swaziland 92 8

Zimbabwe 56 44

Total 86 14

Source: SAMP MARS

Womenhavebecomefarmoremobilebutmaynotbemovingpri-
marilyaseconomicmigrantswhoworkorarelookingforwork.This
hypothesistendstobesupportedbySAMP’sgender-basedanalysesof
migrationdatacollectedinLesotho,ZimbabweandMozambiqueinthe
late�990s.Dodson’sanalysisofthisdatahasshownhowgenderroles
tendtoproduceamorevariedsetofreasonsforcircularmovements
amongwomen.�6Sheidentifiesanumberofkeycharacteristicsamongst
thewomenmigrantssampled:overall,femalemigrantsweregenerally
olderandmoreeducatedthanmalemigrants,andmorelikelytobemar-
ried.Womenmigrantsweremotivatedbyarangeofsocial,economicand
reproductivefactors,butwerelesslikelytoseekformalemploymentthan
males(Table4).Womenmigrantsweremorelikelytotravelforpurposes
ofcross-bordertrade,meaningthattheysoughturbandestinationswith
opportunitiesfortradeandshopping,andwerelikelytostayforshorter
periodsandengagelesswiththeformaleconomyorsocialnetworks.
Critically,Dodsonalsofoundthatwomenwere“lesslikelytomigrate
independently”and“morelikelytobesubjecttothewillofa(male)par-
entorpartner,”andweremorelikelythanmentoviewtheirpersonal
migrationexperiencesas“negative”overall.
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Table 4: Gender Differences in Migration to South Africa, 1997
Purpose of Most Recent Visit to SA Males (%) Females (%)

Work 33 7

Look for work 17 3

Business 3 3

Buy and sell goods 4 10

Shopping 13 23

Visit family/friends 17 38

Holiday 3 3

Medical 2 8

Other 8 5

Source: SAMP data base

However,fewstudiesinSouthernAfricahaveconcentrateddirectly
onhow,andwhy,womenmakethedecisiontomigrate,perhapsdueto
their“presumedpassivityinthemigrationprocess.”�7Dodson’sanalysis
indicatedthat65%ofwomensampled“saidthatiftheyweretomigrate,
thedecisionwouldbetakenforthembysomeoneotherthanthem-
selves,”and49%saidthattheirfamilywould“discourage”or“strongly
discourage”themfromgoing.�8How,then,dowomenintheregion
cometoreachmigrationdecisions?Howindependentaretheyinmaking
migrationdecisions,andhowhavemembersoftheirfamiliesandcom-
munitiesresponded?

SAMP’sMigrationandGenderConferencein2002determinedthat
therewasaneedformorein-depthresearchwithaspecificfocuson
women’smigrationexperiencestocomplementandaddnuancetoexist-
ingstatisticaldataandprofiles.Aspartofabroaderresearchandpolicy
moduleonMigrationandGender,SAMPdevelopedtheMigrantVoices
Project(MVP)ataworkshopinBotswanain2004.In2005,SAMP
conductedanin-depth,qualitativestudywithwomenmigrantsbothtem-
porarilyandpermanentlylivinginSouthAfrica,aswellaswithSouth
Africanwomenwhohadreturnedtothecountryaftermigrating.

Throughtheseinterviews,theMVPgatheredqualitativeinformation
fromwomenmigrantsonarangeofissuesincluding:migration
decision-making,travelpreparations,experienceswhilemigrating,house-
holdandlifestylechanges,experiencesoflivinginaforeigncountry,and
treatmentfromfamilyandcommunitywhenreturningtocountriesof
origin.Beyondpersonalexperiences,theMVPalsoexploredwomen’s
perceptionsoftheimportanceofmigrationintheSouthernAfrican
DevelopmentCommunity(SADC)region,reasonsforwomen’smigra-
tioninparticular,awarenessofpolicy,andgender-specificchallenges
encountered.Finally,SAMPaimedtogleanpolicyrecommendations
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fromwomenmigrantsthemselves,againstabackdropofthere-drafting
ofimmigrationregulationsinSouthAfrica,andreneweduptakeofthe
SADCFacilitationofMovementProtocol.�9

ThefindingsoftheMVPconfirmsomeaspectsofourpreviousunder-
standingofwhywomenmigrate:formany,migrationwasasurvival
strategydrivenprimarilybyhouseholdneed.AsobservedbyDodson,
womenparticipantstendedtomigratein“responsetodifficultcircum-
stances”incountriesoforigin,whilemaintainingstrongtieswithfamily
andhome.20Migrationalso,asrecognizedbytheGlobalCommissionon
Migration(GCIM),allowedwomentheopportunity“towork,toearn
theirownmoneyandtoexercisegreaterdecision-makingpowerintheir
dailylives.”2�

However,theMVPalsochallengedcurrenttheoryandunderstanding
inanumberofrespects.Manyofthemigrantwomenwereindependent
agentsinmigrationdecision-making,ratherthandeferringtomalepart-
nersorparents,andhaddefiedresistancefromfamiliesandcommunities.
Someparticipantsalsochallengedtheideathatmigrationwasmotivated
purelybyeconomicandlivelihoodneeds,insteadvaluingthefundamen-
talexperienceoftravelinitself,andthepersonalbenefitofexposureto
othercultures,languagesandideas.Intermsofgenderedmigrationexpe-
riences,manywomenfeltmalemigrantswereasvulnerable,ifnotmore
sothanwomen,foranumberofcomplexreasons.Althoughmanyhad
travelledtoSouthAfricathroughirregularmeans,participantsplaced
highvalueontherightofgovernmentstocontrolandmanagemigra-
tion,andwishedtoregularizetheirownstatus.And,thoughknowledge
ofmigrationpolicyandregulationsdifferedamongstparticipants,women
articulatedanumberofkeymigrationpolicyrecommendationsforthe
region.

reSearch�MethodS

Recognizingtheenormousdiversityofwomenmigrantsinthe
region,andthebreadthofdifferenceintheirexperiences,the
MVPsoughttointerviewparticipantsfromavarietyofmigrant
categories:

• Long-term female migrants,definedasnon-SouthAfricanswho
hadsoughttoestablishthemselvesinSouthAfricathroughwork,
study,marriageorpartnership,orimmigration,andplannedto
stayinthecountryfornolessthansixmonths;

• Short-term female migrants,definedasnon-SouthAfricanstempo-
rarilyvisitingSouthAfricaforpurposesotherthanaholidayor
long-termestablishment(themajorityoftheseparticipantswere
cross-bordertraders);



voiceS�froM�the�MarginS:�Migrant�WoMen’S�exPerienceS�in�Southern�africa

�2

k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k

• Returned female migrants,definedasSouthAfricanswhohad
experiencelivinginanothercountryforpurposesotherthana
holiday;

• Male informantswithspecificinsightintowomen’smigration,
includingpartnersandfamilymembersofwomenmigrants.

Separateinterviewguidesweredevelopedforeachcategoryofpartici-
pant.Intotal,in-depthinterviewswereconductedwith�4long-term,�6
short-term,and9returnedmigrants,aswellas�0maleinformants.All
oftheinterviewswereconductedintheJohannesburgarea,andlasted
between20-90minutes.Refugeesandasylum-seekerswerespecifically
excludedfromtheresearch,butmigrantswhohadenteredthecountry
throughirregular,aswellasregular,meanswereincluded.

Asasupplementtothein-depthinterviews,sixFocusGroups(FGs)
wereconducted:fourinYeoville,JohannesburgandtwoinMakhado
(formerlyLouisTrichardt)closetotheborderbetweenLimpopoProvince
andZimbabwe.AllFocusGroupparticipantswerealsoaskedtodrawa
pictureormapoftheirmigrationexperience,whichformedthebasisof
muchdiscussionanddebatethattookplace,andhasbeenusedasquali-
tativedatainadditiontothespokentextsanalysedinthispaper.

Whiletheresearchgeneratedanenormouslyrichdataset,anumber
ofmethodologicallimitationsmeritmention,primarilyrelatedtotherel-
ativehomogeneityofthesample.First,SAMPaimedtoidentifyresearch
participantsfromacrosstheSADCregion,butZimbabweanwomen(24)
wereheavilyrepresentedincomparisonwithwomenfromBotswana
(�),Lesotho(7),Malawi(5),Mozambique(5),Namibia(�),Swaziland
(4)andZambia(�).Giventherelativeimportanceoffemalemigration
fromZimbabwe,thisislessofaproblemthanitmightotherwisehave
been.Second,itwasdifficultforthefieldworkerstoidentifyless“vis-
ible”femalelabourmigrantsinJohannesburgand,asaresult,manyof
boththeshort-andlong-termmigrantsaremarketvendorsandtraders.
Fieldworkersalsostruggledtoidentifyreturnedmigrantswhofittedthe
parametersofthestudy.

AlthoughtheresearchfortheMVPwasentirelyqualitative,some
demographicdataaboutparticipantswascollected,whichprovidesause-
fulpointofdepartureforthedataanalysis.Table5belowshowsthedis-
tributionoftherespondentsaccordingtocountryoforiginandcategory
ofmigrant.
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Table 5: Participants by Nationality and Migrant Category
Country of Origin Short-Term Long-Term Returned Male Total

Botswana 1 2 0 0 3

Ghana 0 0 0 1 1

Lesotho 3 4 0 0 7

Malawi 2 3 0 0 5

Mozambique 0 5 0 1 6

Namibia 1 0 0 0 1

South Africa 0 0 4 3 7

Swaziland 1 3 0 1 5

Zambia 0 1 0 0 1

Zimbabwe 8 16 0 4 28

Total 16 34 4 10 64

Theparticipantsrangedinagefrom�8-50,withanaverageageof29.
Returnedmigrantswereyoungeronaverage(24)thanlong-term(28)or
short-term(��)migrants.Witharelativelyyounggroupofparticipants,
�0of49womendescribedtheirmaritalstatusas“single,”�4weremar-
ried,2weredivorcedand�widowed.Ofthe49womenwhodescribed
theirfamilies,only��didnothaveanychildren.Although60%ofthe
womenweresingle,twothirdsofthesehadoneormorechildren,sug-
gestingthatmanymayhavebeenprimarybreadwinners.Finally,4�%
ofthewomenweretradersorvendors,��%domesticworkers,��%stu-
dents,8%hairdressers,whiletherestwereinavarietyofoccupations
rangingfromunskilledpieceworkerstoprofessionals.Elevenpercentof
therespondentswereunemployedatthetimeoftheinterview.

Table 6: Participants by Occupation and Migrant Category
Occupation Short-Term Long-Term Returned Total

Trader/vendor 13 9 0 22

Domestic worker 0 5 0 5

Unemployed 0 4 1 5

Student 0 3 2 5

Hairdresser 0 4 0 4

Public phone operator 0 2 0 2

Telemarketer 0 1 1 2

Marketing/business 1 0 0 1

Porter 1 0 0 1

Crime watch 1 0 0 1

Secretary 0 0 0 1

Seamstress 0 1 0 1

Piecework/odd jobs 0 1 0 1

Total 16 30 5 51



voiceS�froM�the�MarginS:�Migrant�WoMen’S�exPerienceS�in�Southern�africa

�4

k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k

Therespondentsallbeganmigratingbetween�990and2004,coincid-
ingwiththedramaticincreaseinfemalearrivalsinSouthAfricadirectly
followingthetransitiontodemocracy.Asanticipated,manyshort-term
migrantsdescribedfrequenttravel,oftenstayinginSouthAfricaforup
tothreemonthsaspermittedbyvisitor’spermits,andreturningtotheir
countriesoforiginasoftenas“everytwoorthreeweeks.”Incontrast,
mostlong-termmigrantssaidthattheirjourneytoSouthAfricawastheir
firstmigrationexperience,andmanyhadneverreturnedhome.Those
whohadreturnedhomewentonceortwiceperyear,forholidaysand
specialoccasionssuchasweddingsandfunerals.Thelong-termmigrants
inSouthAfrica,aswellasthereturnedmigrants,hadonlytravelledto
theirmaindestinationcountry.Short-termmigrantsreportedtravelingto
othercountriesintheregion,includingBotswana,Malawi,Mozambique,
Namibia,Zambia,SwazilandandZimbabwe,aswellasoverseas.

the�deciSion�to�Migrate

Analysisoftheinterviewsrevealedthatpoverty,hardshipand
livingconditionsincountriesoforiginwerethemostsignifi-
cant“pushfactors”thatledthesewomentotakethedecision
tomigrate.ThisisconsistentwithDodsonandCrush’smore

generalobservationthat“forbothgenders,butperhapsespeciallyfor
women,migrationisameansofproblem-solving;astrategicresponseto
theirsocial,economic,environmental,politicalorpersonalcircumstanc-
es.”22ThemajorityofMVPparticipantsnamed“work”or“jobopportuni-
ties”astheirprimarymotiveinmigratingtotheircountryofdestination.
Inanumberofcases,pursuitofworkandjobopportunitiesinresponse
tohouseholdpovertyorhardshipwasalsolinkedtorelationshipbreak-
downsandtheabsenceofamalepartnerorspouse,orlessfrequently
ofparents,asmainprovidersandbreadwinners.Beyondeconomicpush
factorswomencitedpoliticalinstabilityandintolerance,aswellasgender
inequalityasfactorsintheirmigrationdecision-making.

Expectationsaboutdestinationcountriesalsofeaturedinmigration
decision-making,andmanyofthewomenhadanticipatedthatSouth
Africainparticularwouldofferthememploymentopportunities,access
toconsumergoodsandcommodities,andabetterqualityoflifethan
incountriesoforigin.Theseperceivedincentivesmotivatedwomento
migrateevenwhentheymetwithresistancefromfamilyandcommunity
memberswhooftenexpressedconcernsoverthemigrants’vulnerability
tocrime,violenceandvictimization.Asaresult,somewomenultimately
optedtoleavehomewithouttellinganyonewheretheyweregoing.Their
resolveconfirmsboththerealstrengthofthepushfactorsdiscussed
inthissection,aswellastherelativeagencyandindependenceofthe
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womeninterviewedinmakingtheirownmigrationdecisions.
DodsonfoundthatamongstmanywomeninSouthernAfrica,migra-

tionwasoften“aresponsetodifficultcircumstancesinthehomecoun-
tries.”2�ThiswasconfirmedbyMVPparticipants,withwomenfrom
Lesotho,Malawi,Mozambique,Swaziland,ZambiaandZimbabweall
describingpoverty,hardship,andalowqualityoflifeasthemainreasons
formigrating.Formanywomen,thiswassimplyacaseofunemployment
oralackofjobopportunitiesintheirhomecountries.However,others
citedscarcityandshortagesoffoodandfuelinparticular,highlevelsof
inflation,therisingcostofgoodsandbasicnecessities,drought,andpoor
educationalsystemsand/orinabilitytopayschoolfees:

[ThesituationinZimbabwe]isrightbuttheproblemis
sometimesyoucan’tgetsomeofthethingslikefoodand
they’rehungry.Yousee,whenIcomefromthissideI’vegot
foodandclothesformykids,everything….WhenIgohome
Ican’taffordtosurvive.[IfIcometoSouthAfrica]Ican
affordtoliveforawholemonthwiththemoneyIgothere
andclothes,soit’sbetteryousee(Participant49).

Themainreasonformigrationwastofindabetterlife
becausethingsbackhome[inZambia]wereveryugly.There
werenojobs,inflation,droughtandmanyotherthings
(Participant�8).

AparticipantinaJohannesburgFGdescribedsimilarhardshipsin
Zimbabwe:

Ifonly[theSouthAfricanpolice]knewthatinZimbabwe
it’sdifficult,that’sthepoorestcountryinthewholeworld.
It’sdifficultlivinginZimbabwebecauseyoucan’tgetajob
norevensellsomething,butyoujustsitthereandstarve
todeath,buttheyharassusalot….Lifeistoughathome,
[we]needtosurvive….Wearenotherebyaccidentbutby
design.Iflifewasfinewewouldnotbehere(FocusGroup�,
Participant7).

Foranumberofwomenmigrants,theimpetusofsocioeconomicpush
factorswasstrengthenedbyfamilyandrelationshipbreakdowns.Three
youngerparticipantslinkedtheirdecisiontomigratetotheabsenceof
fathersintheirhomes,asdescribedbyaMozambicanwoman:

IcomefromMozambique.Icouldsaythatwewerepoorat
home….Wehadafather,becausehewasstillalive.Iused
totellmyselfthatIdidn’thaveafather,becausehedidn’t
takecareofus(FocusGroup4,Participant�).
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Anotherlinkedherdecisiontomigratetohermother,statingthatin
hercountryoforigin,itwas“tough”because“therewasnoonetotake
careofus”(Participant�0).Otherwomenattributedpovertyandharsh
livingconditionstolossofincomefromspousesandmalepartners.In
someinstances,thisoccurredwiththedeathofahusbandorpartner,
asinthecaseofawidowfromSwaziland.Whileshefelt“Swazilandis
abeautifulcountry”and“itisniceandfree”(Participant�6),shehad
receivednosocialassistanceasawidow,andfeltshehadnooptionbut
tomigratetoSouthAfricatolookforwork.Formostwomen,lossof
incomefromamalebreadwinnerwasduetoarelationshiporfamily
breakdown:

IleftMozambiquebecauseIlostmyfamilyandIwasn’t
working.Myhusbandleftme;heleftmewiththekids….I
leftMozambiqueandcameherebecausetherearenojobs.
Whenahusbandleavesyouandyoudon’twork–things
werebadforme(FocusGroup4,Participant�).

[ThesituationinZimbabwe]waswrongforthoseofuswho
arenotworkingbecausewedidn’thavejobs,becausewe
dependedonourhusbands.SoIsawthatstayinghere[in
Zimbabwe]won’thelp,Ihavetogooutandmakealiving
formychildrenbecausetheirfatherhasforgottenthemand
heisnolongersupportingthem…thechildrencouldend
updyingofhungerandsoforth(Participant2�).

Myhusbandhasgotanotherwife,he’senjoyingwiththat
wifesince�995,andIamsufferingwithmychildren(Focus
Group5,Participant�).

Whileinthese,andanumberofother,casesrelationshipbreakdowns
wereultimatelylinkedtohouseholdpoverty,onemaleinformantalso
describedajointdecisionmadewithhiswifethat,afterlosinghisjob,
sheshouldbegin“selftrading”forthesurvivalofthefamily.According
tohim,womenwho“waitforthehusbandonlytomakethefamilysur-
viveisaproblem,”notonlyintheeventofjobloss,butalsoincases
wheretheprimarybreadwinnerbecomesdisabledordies.Forhiswife,
previously“justahousewifeathome”and“noteducated,”hefeltitwas
importantthatshe“beabletosurvivewiththechildren”(Participant68)
onherown.

Asaresultofpovertyandhardshipathome,themajorityofthe
womeninterviewedcited“work,”“jobs”and“makingmoney”astheir
mainmotivesformigrating.However,forafew,seekinga“betterlife”
wentbeyondtheeconomicpushfactorsdescribedabove,andincluded
dissatisfactionwiththepoliticalsituationintheircountriesoforigin.
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AnumberofwomenfromZimbabwecitedpolitics,andmorespecifi-
cally“politicalcorruption,”asamajorpushfactor.Onemaleinformant
describedafemalefriend’sdecisiontomigrateasfollows:

Therearetworeasonswhysheleftthecountry…onewas
foreconomicreasons….Theotherreasonwasapolitical
–whatshetellsmeis…thattheyare–theyputpolitical
situationathercountry,thereitwassotensetheother–,
howcanIcallit,thosewhoareinpowerarenotaccommo-
datingofotherviewsyousee,soit’snotsafeasfarasshe’s
concerned,isnotsafetostaytherewiththedifferentviews
ofthings(Participant62).

SeveralMozambicanmigrantsalsocitedpoliticalunrestandconflict
askeyfactorsintheirdecisionstotraveltoSouthAfrica.

Finally,anumberofparticipantsdescribedthetreatment,andlimita-
tionsonwomen’srights,intheircountriesascontributingfactorsintheir
decisiontomigrate.Forexample,onelong-termmigrantfeltthatwhile
“amanisamaninLesotho,”inSouthAfrica“womenaretakencareof”
and“it’sfifty-fifty”betweenthesexes(Participant6).Amaleinformant
fromSwazilandalsocommentedthathiswife,herselfaSwazinational,
cametoSouthAfricaseeking“abetterlife,”including“birth”and“citi-
zenrights.”GenderrolesinSwazilandspecificallywerealsodebatedin
oneJohannesburgFocusGroup,wherewomenparticipantsfeltthecoun-
try’skingwas“overdoingit”bycontinuingtotakeyoungwives,some-
times“byforce,evenifthechildisnotcompletewithschool”(Focus
Group4,Participants2&�).Finally,aKenyanmigrantparticipatingina
JohannesburgFocusGroupdescribedbothfemalegenitalmutilation,and
theunequaltreatmentofwomenasmajorpushfactorsinherdecisionto
leavehome:

Ilivedinavillage…[in]EasternKenya.Weweresuffer-
ingthere,andtherewasagroupofmenwhichcircumcised
ladies.ThenIwasdoingForm4inschool,theykilledpeople
andslicedthem,soIsaidno,Ican’tstayhere,Iwillgoto
mybrotherinSouthAfrica.Ididn’tfinishschoolbecause
ofthat,soIwantedtocomehereandmyfatherhadto
sellhisfarmsothatIcouldcomehere….[InKenya],they
brokeourtribesup,theymakeyousellyourpossessionsand
womendon’thaveasayinthis,andthemengoandspend
theirmoneywithotherwomen(FocusGroup2,Participant
4).

Beyondthelargelyeconomic,politicalandpoverty-inducedpushfac-
torsthatinfluencedMVPparticipantstoleavetheircountriesoforigin,
SAMPalsosoughttounderstandhowexpectationsaboutdestination
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countriesaffectedmigrationdecision-making.Althoughafewwomen
saidtheyhad“noidea”ofwhattoexpect,mosthadpreconceptions
abouttheirdestinationcountriesandsetoutseeking“greenerpastures”
or,onesaid,“egoli”(SouthAfricancolloquialgenerallyreferringto
Johannesburgasthe“cityofgold”).

ManywomenfeltSouthAfricacouldofferthemarangeofeconomic
opportunities,aswellascommoditiesandconsumergoodsunavail-
ableathome.Forsomewomen,theprospectof“money”initselfwasa
majorpullfactor,oftenduetotheappealofstrongerforeigncurrencies.
Otherwomenhadsimplyheardthat“inSouthAfricathereismoney”
(Participant2�),andthisinitselfprovedastrongpullfactor.Andwith
theprospectof“money”cameanumberofothereconomicdesirables,
includingsocialassistance,accesstobasicnecessities,andtheabilityto
purchaseparticularcommodities:

OfcoursetheysaidinSouthAfricaitisbetterandthefood
ischeapanditiseasytofindfood(Participant29).

SouthAfricaisabeautifulandrichcountryanditcan
thinkforthepeoplebecausemykidsarebornhereinSouth
Africa.Sotheygetchildsupportgrantandthegovernment
isbetterbecauseoldpeoplegetoldagegrantandother
countriesdon’tdothat.AndpeoplelivingwithAIDSget
grant(Participant�6).

Iwantedtogoandlookformoney.Ifirstofallsawpeople
fromSouthAfrica–theywerehavingalotofmoneyand
theywereeatingnicefood,andclothes,andeverythingwas
lookingsonice,thatiswhyIdecidedtocometothiscoun-
try(Participant�4).

MostMVPparticipants,however,expectedthattheywouldbeableto
findwork,oropportunitiesforbusinessortradeinSouthAfrica.Before
leavingZimbabwe,onedescribedherpositiveexpectationsofSouth
Africa,basedonstoriesfromothermigrants:

[InSouthAfrica]youcanfindajob,workforyourself,man-
agetobringupyourfamily,youcandoeverythingthatyou
wantthereforetoassistyourfamily(Participant26).

Whiletheprospectof“manyjobopportunities”(Participant5)in
destinationcountriessuchasSouthAfricacertainlydifferedfromthe
realitiesexperiencedbymanywomen,positiveexpectationsandimagery
constitutedasignificantpullformany.

Althoughmanymigrantshadexpectationsofwealth,economic
opportunityanda“betterlife”elsewhere,thiswasoftencoupledwith
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fearsaboutcomingtoSouthAfrica.Basedonstoriesfromfriends,fam-
ilyandothermigrants,anumberofwomenrecountedstoriestheyhad
hearddescribingSouthAfricaasadangerousandviolentcountrywhere,
accordingtotheaccountsheardbyoneMalawianwoman,“thereare
policewhoarrestpeoplealot,peoplekillotherpeople,[and]thereis
alotofwar”(Participant9).Similarly,amigrantfromZimbabweheard
thatSouthAfricawasa“badcountry,dependingoncrime”(Participant
�9).AsecondZimbabweanmigrantheardevenmoreterrifyingstoriesof
lifeinSouthAfrica,althoughtheseweredispelledduringherownper-
sonalexperiencesoftravel:

Whenpeopletalkintheircountry,likeyou,youdon’ttravel,
someofyou,whentheygotoZimbabwetheyhavepercep-
tionsthattheZimbabweanseathumanflesh,andofwhich
that’snottrue.Andthesamethingusedtobesaidathome
aboutSouthAfricans,sothoserumoursthatarebeing
spreadallover(Participant46).

Inspiteofsuchnegativeperceptions,pushforcesincountriesofori-
ginwerestillsufficientlystrongtomotivatewomentomigrate,inspiteof
potentialrisks.

AgaininkeepingwithDodson’sfindings,manyofthewomen
statedthatmembersoftheirfamilies,householdsandcommunitieshad
respondednegativelytotheirdecisiontomigrate.24Womenwhomet
withresistanceanddiscouragementrecountedthatthiswasgenerallydue
toperceivedrisksanddangersindestinationcountries:

[Myfamily]gotdifferentideas,sometheythoughtitwasnot
goodbecauseSouthAfricaisadangerousplace,something
likethat….Theydon’thaveachoice,theyhavetoletme
dowhatIhavetodoattheendoftheday(Participant�5).

Atfirstitwasn’teasyfor[myfamily]toaccept[mydecision
tomigrate]becausetheywereworriedthatImightbekilled
inSouthAfrica(Participant46).

Manyofmyfamilywasdiscouragingme,theytoldmemany
thingsaboutSouthAfrica.TheysaidIcouldlosemybelong-
ings;Icangetshotorwhat,soIwasdiscouraged.Thefirst
timeitwasdifficultforme,butattheendtheysupported
me(Participant4�).

[Myfamily]didn’tsupportmeinanywaybecauseeveryone
wastellingmenegativethingsaboutthecountriessothatI
cangetdiscouraged,buttherewasnothingIcando.Iwant-
edtomigrateanyway.SoIhadtomigrate(Participant�8).
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OnestudentfromBotswanawhosefamilywas“nottoohappy”with
herdecisiontomovetoSouthAfricaattributedSouthAfrica’simageasa
“violent”and“roughcountry”tothemedia,andstatedthatherparents
still“checkonmeeveryday”(Participant�).Thesenegativeresponses
werenotonlytrueamongstthefamiliesofmigrantstravelingtoSouth
Africa:aSouthAfricanwomanwhohadreturnedfromworkingin
Londonrecalledhowithadbeen“tough”toconvinceherfamily“thatI
couldmakeitonmyowninanothercountry”(Participant54).Perhaps
anticipatingsimilarresponses,fiveparticipantsstatedthattheyhadsim-
plylefthomewithouttellinganyonewheretheyweregoing.

Despitethenegativeresponsesanddiscouragement,MVPpartici-
pantsdidmakethedecisiontomigrate.Thisislikelyindicativeofthe
strengthofthemainlyeconomicpushfactorsmanyfaced.Butitisalso
perhapsindicativeofagencyinmigrationdecision-making,inkeeping
withhistoricalanalysesthatsuggest“womenhavebeenpractisinginde-
pendentmigrationacrossthebordersofSouthernAfricanfordecades.”25
Certainlyforthewomeninterviewed,discouragementfromfamilydidnot
translateintoadeterrenttoleavehome.

Althoughlesscommon,somewomenreceivedsupportfromtheir
familiesandcommunities.Thiswasthecasewhenfamiliesfelttherewere
noopportunitiesathome,asdescribedbytwolong-termmigrantsfrom
Zimbabwe:

[Myfamilywas]verygladbecauseinZimbabweit’suseless
tobetherewhilstyouarenotworking(Participant�4).

It’sliketheywerewillingthatIcancomeheresothatI
canhelpmyfamilywithotherthingstheycan’taffordtodo
(Participant26).

AmigrantfromMalawiaddedthatherfamilyhadrespondedposi-
tivelytohershort-termtraveltoSouthAfricawhenshebeganremitting
moneyhome.Otherwomenreportedthatfamilyresponsesweremore
positivewhentheywerejoiningpartnersorotherfamilymembersabroad,
ratherthantravelingontheirowntodestinationcountries.

Overall,womendevotedrelativelylittletimeduringtheinterviews
todiscussinglogisticalarrangements,althoughthecostoftravelwasa
concerntomany.Theydidrecountpurchasingsomegoodsforpersonal
useandresale,andalsoseekingcontactdetailsforothermigrantsalready
livingindestinationcountriesthroughnetworksoffamilyandcommu-
nitymembers.Acleardifferencedidemergebetweenwomenwhohad
travelledthrough“regular,”orlegalmeansacrossborders,andthosewho
hadtraveled“irregularly.”Whileregularmigrantstalkedmostlyabout
obtainingpassportsandvisas,irregularmigrantsfocusedmoreonfinding
meanstocrossnationalborderswithoutbeingdetected.
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obtaining�travel�docuMentS

SAMP’searlierresearchindicatedthatinSouthernAfrica,women
sampledhad“ahigherincidenceoflegalmigrationthanmale
migrants.”26Further95%ofwomenwhohadbeentoSouth
Africapossessedvalidpassportsatthetimeoftheirdeparture,

comparedto86%ofthemensampled.27AnalysisofMVPtextsgenerally
confirmedthatmanywomenpreferredtotravelthroughregularandlegal
means.Atthesametime,manywomenfeltthecostsassociatedwith
regulartravelwereprohibitive,includingvisafeesandCustomsduties.
Asaresult,theyhadeitherchosentocrossbordersirregularly,orto
overstaytheirvisasafterarrivinglegallyasvisitors.Ofthefiftymigrants
interviewed,sixteenexplicitlystatedthattheyhadeitherenteredSouth
Africaillegallyorhadoverstayedtheirvisas.

Thosewhotravelledthroughregularmeansfoundthatobtaining
traveldocumentswasrelativelystraightforward.Visaapplicationswere
somewhatmorecomplexformigrantsenteringdestinationcountriesfor
purposesotherthanatemporaryvisit,asinthecaseofastudentfrom
BotswanaenrolledataSouthAfricanUniversity:

Intermsofpreparations,[Igot]thepermitthatisrequired
andalsopreparedaccommodationwhenyougetthere,and
amedicalcertificate….Theotherthing,Ihadtohavea
passport,butI’vealwayshadapassport.Ididn’tneedavisa
…[butIneeded]proofofresidenceandproofthatyouhave
enoughfunds…tocoveryourfeesandtosustainyourself
withouthavingtorelyonresourcesofthegovernment.
Theyneedassurancethataftercompletingyourstudiesyou
willgobacktoyourcountry.SoIthinkit’sR2000issecurity
fortransport(Participant�).

Themostseriousobstacletoobtainingapassportorvisawasthecost
ofapplicationfees,ratherthanproblemsintheapplicationprocessitself.
Althoughwomenfromdifferentcountriesdiscussedprohibitivecosts
associatedwithtraveldocumentation,thiswasparticularlyproblematic
forZimbabweans,whosenationalsrequirevisastoenterSouthAfrica:

It’sdifficult[togetavisa]becausetheygiveyoutoomany
papersandtheyaskyouwhyyouaregoingthere,andthat,
doyouhavethemoneytospendthere.Ifyoudon’thave
moneytheyonlyregisteryoutostayforoneweek.Afterone
monththeywillseewhattheycando(Participant�2).

ItwasdifficultbecauseSouthAfricawantsavisawhenyou
comefromZimbabwe.Sotohaveavisayouneedtohave
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money.SoIcouldn’tbecauseIdidn’thavemoney….Ithink
thelasttimeitwasR�000….Itisdifficultbecausewomen
can’tfollowit.Soyoufindtheyrisktheirlivesbecausethey
wanttocrossandcomethisside….SoIthinkitisdifficult,
atleastiftherewerenovisasitwasgoingtobeeasy.Visa
makespeoplesuffer(Participant28).

Ican’tsayforotherpeople’scountries,butformycountry
[Zimbabwe]isdifficult‘causewe’renotgivenvisas,youhave
tohaveavisatocomehere.Soifyoudon’thave,youcan’t
come….It’snot[easytogetavisa]….Isliketheywant
money,itcostsalottohaveavisa(Participant50).

Inspiteofthehighcost,manywomentookcaretoensurethatthey
hadlegaltraveldocumentsbeforemigrating.Atthesametime,inthe
contextofhighlevelsofunemploymentandhouseholdpoverty,high
visacostsultimatelypushedsometotravelthroughirregularmeans,and
otherstooverstaypermittedtimeperiodsafterenteringtheirdestination
countries.

Thewomenusedarangeofdifferentmodesoftransportinmigrat-
ing,oftenincombination.Theseincludedprivatecars,trains,airplanes,
boats,trucksandtravelingbyfoot,althoughmostdescribedtraveling
eitherbybusorbymini-bustaxi.Anumberofwomenfeltthatcross-bor-
dertransportwastooexpensive,butnonethelessreadilyavailable:

Itisnotsodifficulttogettransportbecausethereisusually
transporteverydaycominghereinSouthAfrica.Likeif
youwanttogotoJohannesburg,therearebusesandmini-
busesgoingthere,soyouseethattransportisn’tdifficult
(Participant2).

Arrangingtransportationfortravelseemedtorequireminimal
preparationandmostmodeswereviewedaseasilyaccessible,ifcostly.
However,thiswasnotthecaseforirregularmigrants,whomoreoften
travelledbyfoot,truckorprivatecar.Insuchcases,migrantsdescribed
makingcontactwithindividualsknowntoassistinillegalbordercross-
ings.Forthisservice,manypaidhighfees,traveleddangerousroutesand
riskeddiscoveryandarrest(seebelow).

Beforeleaving,womencommonlypurchasedarangeofgoods.Long-
termmigrantswerelesslikelytopurchasegoodsorstockforresale.In
fact,asidefrompersonalbelongingsandfoodfortheirjourney,several
long-termmigrantsmentionedthattheypreferredtopurchasegoods
suchasnewclothingwhentheyarrivedbecausetheybelieveditwould
becheaper:

No,Idon’tbuyanything,Ijustslaughterachickenforthe
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journey.ThingslikeclotheswebuyhereinSouthAfrica
(Participant�6).

Iboughtclothes,butmostlyIbuyherebecausewhenyou
lookattheRand/Pulaexchangerate,whenyouconvert
RandstoPulas,yougetlessmoney,soit’sbettertobuyat
thisside(Participant2).

Short-termmigrantsweremuchmorelikelytopurchasegoodsin
countriesoforiginforsaleinSouthAfrica,andinmanycaseswere
engagedinregularcross-bordertrade.Theytendedtobuygoodstheyfelt
wouldbeunavailableinSouthAfrica,suchas“African”clothingandsan-
dals,handicraftsandcurios,butalsostockincludingconventionalcloth-
ingand“safetyboots,”broomsticks,baskets,blankets,curtains,spinach,
cloth,cosmetics,andgarliccrushers.SeveralmigrantsfromZimbabwe
alsopurchaseddecorativedoiliesandcottonforcrochetingdoilies,acraft
thatremainspopularamongstmarkettradersandisstillusedas“awayof
earningalivingifallelsefails.”28

Womenseldommentionedsecuringadvanceaccommodationbefore
leavinghome,ineitherthein-depthinterviewsortheFocusGroups.
Instead,theydescribedsourcingothermigrantsalreadylivingindestina-
tioncountriesthroughfamilyandcommunitynetworks.Forexample,
amigrantfromLesothosaidthatshehadheardonlyabout“someone
whomIknowtobeadoctor”(Participant4),andhadsetoutforSouth
Africahopingthiscontactcouldgiveherajobandaplacetolive.A
secondmigrantleftSwazilandwithonlytheaddressofanauntwho
mightbeabletoaccommodateher(Participant�6).Similarly,amigrant
fromMozambiqueknewonlythathergrandmotherwasinSouthAfrica,
butlefthomewithoutevenanaddress,hopingtofindherafterarriv-
ing(Participant�0).Migrantswithoutanyplacetostayafterarrivingin
SouthAfricasoughtoutnationalsfromtheirowncountryforadviceor
informationaboutaccommodationandemployment.

leaving�hoMe�and�faMily�behind

Manyofthewomenencounteredtheirfirstrealdifficulties
uponleavinghome,andinparticular,leavingbehindtheir
children,familymembersandfriends.Aftertheemotional
difficultyofdeparting,however,womentravelingthrough

regularmeanswithtraveldocumentationexperiencedrelativelyfew
problems,beyondlongwaitsinqueuesatborderpostsandpoorservice
fromofficialsinsomecases.Tradersalsotoldofproblemsexperiencedin
declaringgoodsatCustoms,over-chargingonCustomsduties,andpro-
ducingreceiptsandvalue-addedtax(VAT)certificates.



voiceS�froM�the�MarginS:�Migrant�WoMen’S�exPerienceS�in�Southern�africa

24

k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k

Challengingtheimageofwomenasthe“baggageofmalework-
ers,”manymigratedwithoutpartnersorspousesandleftfamilybehind,
includingparents,siblings,andinmanycases,oneormoredependent
children.Migrantwomengenerallylefttheirchildreninthecareoftheir
ownparentsorsiblings,orwithmembersoftheirextendedfamily.One
migrantfromZimbabwestated:

Ileftmychildrenonly.Theystaybythemselves,whatcan
Ido?Mysisteristakingcareofthem,shealsogivesthem
food.AndwhenIgetmoneyhereIsentitforthemeven
thoughthemoneyIgethereislittle,becausewhentheybuy
mealiemealitisfinished(Participant2�).

Lessfrequently,womenchosetoleavetheirchildrenathomealone,
feelingthatincomeearnedinSouthAfricaandremittedtothefamily
wasmostimportant.Inoneinstance,amigrantdescribedleavingher
sonathomealoneinLesotho;althoughherownmotherwassometimes
availabletolookafterthechild.Nonetheless,shefeltherchildwould
benefitmostfromthemoneyshewasabletosendtohimfromSouth
Africa:

Athomewhoisleftismymother,but…she’sonlythere
whenthereistrouble.Thepersonleftinthefamilyismy
son.I’mtheonetakingcareofhim,becausewhenI’mat
work,Isendmoneyforhim.He’sstayingaloneathome
(Participant4).

Leavingchildrenandotherfamilymembersbehindincountriesof
originwasexceedinglydifficultformanyofthewomeninterviewed.
Separationfromchildrenprovedemotionalanddistressingformany
womenmigrants:

HereIstaywithmyhusbandandmychildrenarestaying
withmymom[inMalawi].Theyarefacingmanyproblems,
likewhentheyaresickandwhentheyneedmylovelike
theirmother,butIcan’tdoallthosethingsbecauseIam
herebecauseofthem.SothatIcangetsomethingforthem
forschool,thatiswhyIamhere(Participant40).

Itwasdifficult[tomigrate],Iwishedtostayinmyhouse….
Ididn’tlikecomingherebecausemychildrenarenotyet
grownup,theyarestillsmall(Participant2�).

Othersdescribedthedifficultyofleavingbehinddependentandeld-
erlyparents,aswellasclosesiblingsandextendedfamilies.Whileseveral
migrantssaidthatpartners,children,familymembersorfriendshad
accompaniedthemtotheirtransportdeparturepointortotheborder,
manyotherslefthomealone.



� Migration�Policy�SerieS�no.�46

 25

k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k

traveling�through�border�PoStS

Mostofthewomenmigratedthroughlegalchannelswiththe
traveldocumentationrequired.Asidefromsomecomplaints
aboutlongqueues,discomfortduetoheat,andalackof
toiletsandotherfacilities,mostdescribedtheirborder

crossingexperiencesasrelativelyeasy.Anumbercommentedthatthey
hadnotexperiencedanyproblemsattheborder,andthattheyhadbeen
treated“nicely”byImmigrationofficials.Theywereclearlyawareofthe
differenceavisaorpassportmade:“Theydidnottreatmebad;theytreat
youbadwhenyoudon’thaveanIDandwhenyouarecrossingillegal”
(Participant45).

Womentravelingonbusesalsomentionedthatdriversoftenspoketo
Immigrationofficials,paidrequiredCustomsduties,andwereprepared
toassistmigrantswithanydifficultiesencountered.Acommercialbus
driverhighlightedsomeoftheproblemsmigrantsencounter,statingthat
atoneborderpostinparticularthe“boysworkingtheresometimescome
indrunk,theydemandabribeforyoutopass,”althoughhefeltthe“gov-
ernmentdoesnotknowthatsuchathingishappening.”Thisresultedin
longqueuesofcarswaitingtocrosstheborderand“discomfortforpas-
sengers,sinceitwillbeveryhot”(Participant7�).

Althoughmostofthewomentravelingthroughlegalborderpostsdid
notfeeltheirexperiencewasdifficultoverall,theydiddescribeproblems
withtransportinggoodsandpayingCustomsduties.Womenwhoidenti-
fiedthemselvesasvendorsortraders,inparticular,feltthattheywere
over-chargedattheborder,andonemigrantfromZimbabwedescribed
withregrethowshehadexperiencedaseriousprofitlosswhenshefailed
todeclarehergoods,andthesewereseizedbyofficials(Participant
4�).Otherwomenoptedtodeclaretheirgoodsratherthanrisklosing
them,butthiswassometimescostlyandreducedprofitsfromtrade.In
suchcasesmigrantshadbecomefamiliarwiththeprocessesofmaking
Customsdeclarationsandpayingdutiesattheborder:

Wedon’thaveanyproblemsexceptwhenwehavetogopass
Swazilandofficials,it’sthenwehavetopayifyoubought
stockofmorethanathousand,butwhenit’slessthanthat
youdon’tpay,youjustregistertheamountthatyoubought
for,orthemoneyexchange….Therearedeclarationforms
thatyoufillthenandsignincasewhen,whereyoubought
craftsfromSwazilandtoSouthAfrica,youwouldpayso
aswewhenwegotoSwaziland.I’veneverhadaproblem
(Participant42).

Ithinkitisexpensive,likethis,whenyouwanttoclaimthat
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thereisa,Ithinkthereisexportduty.Theyfilltheform,by
fillingthatformyouhavetopaythem.Ithinkit’sofficial.It
does[affectmyprofit]becauseIdeclarebeinginBotswana
borderandIpaytheminSouthAfricanborder.SofarI
haven’texperiencedanythingthatisbad(Participant�5).

Overall,womenwithtraveldocumentationfeltthattheprospectof
travelinginrelativesafetythroughlegalborderpostsoutweighedthedif-
ficultiesanddiscomfortsofirregularmigration.

JuMPing�the�fence

Theexperiencesofwomentravelingthroughirregularmeans
showedastarkcontrast.Afteradifficultseparationfromfam-
ilyandfriends,womenwho“jumpedthefence”recounted
travelingdangerouspathstoavoidborderposts,crossingriv-

ersaswellasforestandveldterrain,experiencingconstantfearofbeing
detectedandcaught,andfallingvictimtoabusebytheirtransporters,as
wellasbysecurityandborderofficials.

Manywomenwhochosetotravelthroughirregularmeansfeltthat
thecostofavisawasprohibitive,orthattheprocessofobtaininga
passportwasinsurmountable.Ratherthanrestrictingthemovementof
womenwithoutrealmeanstotravellegally,visaregimespushedthemto
seekirregularmodesoftravel,atmajorrisktotheirpersonalsafety.One
Zimbabweanmigrantstatedthatherhusbandhaddiedand,leftasthe
solebreadwinnerforfivechildren,shedecidedtocometoSouthAfrica.
Afterattemptingtoapplyforavisa,sheconsideredheroptionsand
decidedonthecheaperalternativeofpayingR500tobetransportedto
theborderatBeitbridge,whereshecrossedillegallyintoSouthAfrica:

Whenyouapplyforavisatheyaskyoualotofques-
tionsandit’sexpensive.Irealizedthatitwouldbedifficult
formetogetit,andItalkedtopeoplewhousuallygoto
JohannesburgandtheytoldmethatIonlyneedtohave
R500.TheytookmeandleftmeatBeitbridge,andfrom
thereitwasbadanditwasdifficultformetopassthrough
there….Idon’thavetravelingdocumentsandI’mrelyingon
thesepeopleandtheyleftmethereallalonebymyselfand
theywentthroughcrossingtheborder.AndwhenIwasleft
therealoneImettwoladieswhojoinedme,andweslept
theretryingtofindawaytogetthroughtoSouthAfrica.
Wejustsleptonthefieldsaroundthereandlateatnightwe
crossedtheborderbecausepeoplewerenotmany.Wespent
threedaystherewonderingwhatwewilldo,Iwasthinking



� Migration�Policy�SerieS�no.�46

 27

k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k

aboutmychildrenbackathomebecauseItoldmychildren
thatIwasgoingtoworkatJohannesburg.Afterthosethree
dayswemettruckdriversandwetalkedtothem,theytook
usanddroppedusoffatMusinabecausethat’swherethey
weregoing,andwetookofffromthere(FocusGroup�,
Participant5).

Asenseofurgencyanddesperation,combinedwiththeperception
thatlegaltraveldocumentswereentirelyinaccessible,promptedother
migrantstotravelthroughirregularmeans.Inthecaseofamigrant
fromSwaziland,thismeantcrossingtheborderfromSouthAfricawith
thedeadbodyofherhusband,whomshefeltneededtobeburiedin
Swaziland.Turnedawayattheborderpostbecausesheonlyhadabirth
certificateforherbaby,sheinsteadchoseto“jumpthefence”:

AsnowIamSouthAfricanandIhaveaSouthAfricanID
andpassport….Itwasthattimemyhusbandpassedawayso
Ihadmysix-monthsoldbabyandIdidn’tmakeapassport
forher.IonlyhadabirthcertificatesoIhadtoasktocross.
TheythensaidIhadtogobackbecauseIdon’thaveapass-
portforthebaby.Myfiveyear-oldhasapassport,soIwent
back,thenIcrossedillegallybecauseIhadtogoandbury
myhusband.Ihadtogobackandjumpthefence…itwas
atnight.Ittookusaboutthirtytofortyminutesawayfrom
theborderpost.Wehadtocrossreed,forest,andsnakes
wouldhaveeatenus,andtheynevercaredthatwehada
deadbodywithus….Atthattimeitdidn’tmatter,aslongas
Iburiedmyhusband(Participant�6).

Althoughwomenwhochosetotravelthroughirregularmeansoften
sharedthecommonfeelingthattheyhadnootheroption,theirmigra-
tionexperiencesvariedconsiderably.Whilesomemigrantstravelledby
footacrossnationalborders,othersarrangedprivatecarstotransport
themintoSouthAfrica.Inonecase,thedriverofthecarnegotiated
entryintoSouthAfricabybribinganImmigrationofficial:

Iwon’tsaytheytreatedusbadlybecauseIdidn’tseeharass-
mentoranythinglikethat,becausewhatevertheywant
theytalktothedriverandthatisall.Theydon’ttalktous
becausealreadyIwouldhavespokentothedriverthatI
don’thavethepassportandthepapers.Sowhenthedriver
arrivestherehetalkstothemandIjustsitonly.Theydon’t
doanythingtome.TomeIcansayitwaseasy.Ididnot
comeacrossanydifficulties….Ididnotcomethelegalway.
Ijustcametheillegalway.Ididnotgetthepassport.Ijust
carriedmyIDforincaseandmybaby’sthings.Iusedapri-
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vatecar.WhenIarrivedattheborderIjustsatinthecar
andthepersonthatIwaswithwentinandproducedhis
passportandalsoproducedcarpapersandIjustpassed,and
whenIarrivedatthegate,whentheywantedmypassport,
hegavethemmoney(Participant28).

ParticipantsfromdifferentcountriesinaJohannesburgFocusGroup
alsodiscussedbribingImmigrationofficialsatvariousborderpostsin
ordertogainentry,ortosecureapermitforalongerperiodofstay:

Wedon’thaveavisaanymore[inMozambique],butthese
peoplearebothersomeevenifthereisnomorevisa.Ifwe
wanttogothere,theyshouldgiveus�0days.Whenyou
getthereitdependsonwhetherthatpersonthat’sgoing
tohelpyouishappyonthatdayornot.You’llgettothe
bordergates,they’llaskwhereyou’regoingandyou’llsay
Johannesburg.They’lltellyouthattheyaregivingyou�
daysandifyouaskfor�0daysthey’llrefuse.Theywant
youtohitthetable.Youshouldgivethemmoney,give
themR50.00….They’llaskwhatyou’regoingtodothere
andifyousayI’mjustgoingtovisit.They’lltellyouthat
I’llgiveyoufivedays.‘No,pleaseIbegyou.’Youbegthem
withcash,youhavetogivethemR50.00orR20.00,it
alldepends,andyou’llhavetogivethemthemoneythat
they’llwantfor�0days.Butthat�0daysislegal,they,they
wantthemoney,sothattheycangiveyouthose�0days.If
youdon’tgivethemthemoney,theygiveyouonly5days
tocomehereandgoback,again….Theydon’tgiveyoua
receipt,itistheirpocketmoney(FocusGroup4,Participant
�).

AsecondparticipantfromthesameFocusGroupcommentedthat
thiswastrueofImmigrationofficialsinotherSADCcountriesaswell:

EvenwithuspeoplefromMalawi,peoplefromMozambique
andZimbabwemakeuspay.WefromMalawi.Whenwepass
inZimbabwefromMozambiquewepayR�0.00.Ifyoudon’t
haveR�0.00they’llsendyoubackhometoMalawi,sowe
paytheR�0.00.Whenwegettothebordergates,wealso
payR50.00,atNyamaphandaborderpostinZimbabwe…
therearenoreceiptsatall.It’sthemoneyfortheirownper-
sonaluse.Webribethem(FocusGroup4,Participant5).

Athirdparticipantadded,however,thatbriberywasnotnecessary
“allofthetimes”whencrossingborders:

It’snotallofthem.Notallofthetimesdoesthathappen;
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therearethosethathavekindheartsandthosethatdon’t.
Thosethatgiveustroublearetheonesthatarenotokay.
Theyarejustnotkind,becausetheylovemoneytoomuch.
Moneytheydon’tworkhardfor.They’lldofunnythingsand
berudeonyou(FocusGroup4,Participant�).

WomenataFocusGroupinMakhadoagreedthattheprospectof
bribingImmigrationofficialsattheborderwaspreferabletoriskingtravel
byfootaroundborderposts:

Comingfromhomeuptohere,isnoteasy,wewillbeshiver-
ing.Thereisacodeattheborderpostwecallitdiarrheain
ourcountry;wecallitarunningstomach.Youdon’tknow
whattheofficerstheyaregoingtosaytoyou.Theofficer
willsaygobackorcomebackandmaybeyoufindthatyou
findapiecejobtheofficerwillgiveyoutwodaysyousee.
Startingfromtheborderisbadsoforyoutoifyouwant
tobeclevertheyallagreewithyou,ifyourpassport,ifyou
don’twantanyproblemputmoneyinsidethepassportand
givetheImmigrationofficerthentheImmigrationofficer
willaskyouhowmanydaysdoyouwant.(Laughter).And
whenyousaytwomonthshe’llsayyes‘mam(FocusGroup
6,ParticipantUnknown).

[Bribery]isworkingcauseifyoudon’thavemoneyyou’llget
twodaysoryou’llnevergettoenterSouthAfricaatthat
borderpost,atthatBeitbridgeborderpost.…thisother
ladiestheycansayhayi,weusedacrocodile,theydon’tuse
theriver.Evenifyourpassporthasexpiredyouputmoney
andyougiveanofficer,youwillgetapasstoSouthAfrica
(FocusGroup6,Participant5).

Inthesecases,migrantwomenappeartobecrossingregionalbor-
dersthemselvesandnegotiatingtermsofentryandstaydirectlywith
Immigrationofficials;however,amorecommonexperienceinvolved
travelingtothevicinityofaborderand,afterarriving,identifyingpersons
intheareapaidtoassistinirregularcrossings,referredtoasmalaisha
(oftenappliedtodrivers,meaning“tocarry”)byZimbabweanmigrants.

Womenwho“jumpedthefence”bywalkingaroundestablishedborder
posts,usuallywithapaidguideormalaisha,facedarduousjourneysthat
includedcrossingriversanddifficultterrain,andthestressofconstant
fearandvulnerabilitytodetectionbyImmigrationofficials,bordersecu-
rityandpolice;attacksbywildanimals;andevenabuseandvictimiza-
tionbytheirpaidguides.IrregularmigrantsfromMalawiandZimbabwe
describedtheirfearsincrossingtheborderillegallyintoSouthAfrica:



voiceS�froM�the�MarginS:�Migrant�WoMen’S�exPerienceS�in�Southern�africa

�0

k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k

Ididn’tprepareanything,Ijustcamewiththemalaisha,I
justpaidthemoneyformalaisha.Theycarrycrossborders.
Wepassbytheforest….Youcangethurt,youcandiethere
sincetheysaytherearewildanimals,itmighthappenthatI
coulddie,andyougowiththefear(Participant��).

Ifyoudon’thavetherightdocumentsyouaregoingtogo
aroundinthebush.Theninthebushtherearesnakes….I
waswithsomeguyswaitingatKatembeandwesawpeople
whoarebeingeatenbycrocodilesinthewater.Sometimes
youfindahead,skeletonofapersonwhodiedalongtime
ago.AndyoufindpeoplewhohelppeopletogetintoSouth
Africa–sometimestheyrapeyouandtakeyourmoney.
Sometimestheyshootyouifyoudon’twantthemtorape
you(Participant9).

Therearetaxis,whichyouhavetohire,andattheborder
youhavetojumpbecauseweareillegal.Underthefence
thereareboyswholivesinthebushwhohelpustocross
theborder.WhenwereachBuckbridgeBorderwehaveto
gotothebushatnight,notduringtheday,atnight,then
wehavetogounderthefenceoroverthefence,thenwe
havetolookforthetransportwhenwereachtheMessina
border.Thereareguystherewhocantakeyouandshowyou
theway,andsometimestheycanrapeyouortakeallyour
belongings,theyareverycruelbecausetheydon’tlistento
youwhenyouaretalking,theyjustwantyoutolistentoall
theirinstructions.Whentheywanttorapeyoutheycan
killyou.Thereareshortestwaysandlongestways,some
cantaketwohours,someyoucantakemorethanthat
(Participant�4).

Whilesomewomencrossedtheborderwithpaidguidesandwere
thenlefttotheirowndevices,inothercasestransporterscontactedfam-
ilymembersoracquaintancesofthemigrantsinordertosecurepayment
orarrangeadrop-off.AMozambicanwomandescribedhow,afterbeing
guidedacrosstheborder,herboyfriendwascontactedbyhertransporters
toarrangepaymentofaR400fee,andtoscheduleadrop-offtimeathis
homeinSoweto:

Ididnotusetransport,Ijustjumpedthefence.Fromhome
weusecarsandtheyplaceusnexttobordergateandwait
forsunset.Theyarethosepeoplewhomhelpustojumpthe
fence.Theyarenexttothebordergate,therearehouses
there…theyusedtohelpingpeoplejumpthefence,this
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peoplehelpusandtakeustotheirhomesandmaybeby
8h00or9h00pmwetakeourbags,ormaybewehavechil-
dren…thisbrothershelpusclimbthemountainandwe
walkfromthere.Therearestones,grassandtreesbutwe
walkanduntilwereachaplacewheretheyknow.They
havehousesinMaputoandtheyhavehousesinSouth
Africa,sotheyplaceusintheirhouses,theyaskusoneby
onewhowasgoingwhere…andtheywillaskwhomare
youstayingwith….Theywouldliketoknowthetelephone
numberofthisperson,andtheytalktohimonthephone
andtheywillaskifthatpersonknowsmeandtheywilltell
himthattheyarebringingmeandthentheywilldeliverus
onebyone.AndwepayR400eachpersonforthefactthat
hehelpedmejumpthefence(Participant�4).

Interviewtextssuggestedthatirregularmigrantwomenexperience
sexualexploitation,abuseandrapealltoofrequently.Rapeisoneofthe
greatestfearsintravelingthrough“thebush”andwomenarevictim-
izedbymenpaidtoguidethemintodestinationcountries.Anumber
describedtradingsexwithImmigrationofficialsorpoliceinordertocross
aborderoravoidarrest.IntheviewofFocusGroupparticipantsfrom
Johannesburg,irregularmigrantwomenareregularlycoercedintosexby
SouthAfricanImmigrationandpoliceofficials:

Thepolicewillarrestyou,butifyousleepwithhimthey
won’t.I’lltellthemI’mfromZimbabwe.Iftheyseethat
you’rebeautiful,theythenproposetoyouandyou’llleave
withthem.Ifyousleepwiththem,they’lltellyougo….
Theycheckyouasyouapproach.Eveninsideandtaxisfrom
acrossthebordertheytakebeautifulladiesandyou’llmeet
upwiththematthepolicestation.Whentheywouldhave
hadsexwiththegirlsasaformofpaymentforbeingillegal.
Theywouldhavefinishedwiththebeautifulones….You
see,ifapersonwantstosleepwithyoutheydon’tpropose
toyou,theywon’ttellyouthattheyloveyou,andyou’llalso
nottellhimthatyoulovehim.Hewilltellyoutogivehim
money,andifyoudon’thave,he’llpullyoutothesideand
thenextthinghe’lltouchyou.Hetellsyouthatifyoudon’t
haveanymoney,let’sdothisandthat.He’lltellyoutosleep
withhimanddoallthosethings,yousee,evenwithyouand
I,Icanseewhatishappening,likewhateverhappensatthe
bordergatesIcansee,buttheonethingthatIseeisthat
thepolicewillsleepwiththegirlatthebordergates.They’ll
evenmakeagirlcrosstoPetersburg,sothattheycanhave
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sexwithherintheirvan(FocusGroup4,Participant8).

AMakhadoFocusGroupparticipantdescribedbeingmetby“sol-
diers”who“demandedsex”whilecrossingthroughBeitbridgetoenter
SouthAfrica:

Itwasin�99�myhusbandleftmewithtwokids,hedecided
togoonwithhisprogram,soIdecidedtocometoSouth
Africa.IwenttoBeitbridgeonfootuptotheriver.Ididn’t
haveanymoney,anypassport,itwasthroughtheruralareas
thatIwalkedfromtheretotheriveranditwasatnight,at
theriverwefoundsoldierswhowantedmoneyifwedidnot
havemoneytheydemandedsex.Isleptwiththesoldiers
becauseIdidn’tevenhaveasinglecent,thenIcrossedto
thefarmsnexttotheLimpopotoworkthere(Participant5,
FocusGroup5).

AMozambicanmigrantintheJohannesburgFocusGroupdescribed
witnessingpoliceofficersonatrainhavingsexwithayoungwoman
whomshebelievedtobeanirregularmigrant.Witnessingthisencounter
had,initself,provedextremelytraumatic:

Isawsomethingverypainfulonmywayhome.…Youknow
sadthingshappeninthetrain.WhenIthinkaboutit–I
don’tknow–atthetimetherewerepolicefromtheborder
gatesentering.Theyweretryingtostopthepeoplethatsell
alcoholfromcominginsidebecausethosepeoplesellalcohol
andsend,theystealpeople’sbelongings….Isawsomething
painful.Isawsomethingverypainful,therewasthiswhite
policemanthatsawayounggirl,yousee?Theseblackoffic-
erswereonthelookoutforotherpeopleonbehalfofthis
man.Hewashavingsexwiththisgirl.Youseethereatthe
doors?Theseguyswereonthelookoutsothattherewon’t
beanyonecominginsinceitisthelastcoach.Thispolice
washavingsexwiththisgirl….Ifyoudon’thaveanI.D.
right?ThispersonisyoungerthanIamandyou’rethepolice
officer.You’reheretosearchpeopleinthetrain;you’llstop
searchingpeopletogoseetheotheroneyou’lltakeherto
thedoor….BecauseIdon’thaveanI.D.andnopassport,
you’llhavetohavesexwithhim.Whatelsecanyoudo?
(FocusGroup4,Participant�).

OthermigrantsinthisFocusGroupconcededthatevenif“Wedon’t
agreewithourheart,”womensubmittoforcedandcoercivesexualacts
“becauseit’scompulsory.”

StoriestoldbyMVPparticipantshighlightedtheextremevulnerability
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ofwomenmigrants,especiallythosewhotravelthroughirregularmeans,
aswellasthegravityoftheabuseandexploitationtheyface.Theseexpe-
riencesalsopointtotherealneedforaddedmeasurestopromoteand
protecttherightsoffemalemigrants,andtoputanendtoexploitation
andcorruptionamongstImmigrationandpoliceofficers.Furthermore,
promotingaccesstoimmigration-relatedinformationandmakingvisas
andtraveldocumentsmoreaffordableandaccessiblewouldhaveareal
impactinencouragingmigrantwomentotravelthroughsafeandregular
channelsacrossborders.

Migration�and�PerSonal�change

MostofthewomeninterviewedfortheMVPweremotivated
toleavehomeforeconomicreasons,citingwork,trade,
shoppingandabetterlifeasthemainreasonsformigrat-
ing.Manyalsohadhighexpectationsabouttheeconomic

opportunitiesavailabletothemindestinationcountries.Asshown,the
qualityofwomen’stravelexperiencesdiffersdramaticallybetweenthose
whotravelthroughregular,legalchannelsandthosewho“jumpthe
fence”andareoftenvictimsofabuseandexploitation.Inspiteofthese
enormousdifferences,mostwomenagreedthattheyunderwentmajor
changesuponarrivingintheirdestinationcountries,personally,interms
oftheirindividualeconomicstatusandthecircumstancesoftheirhouse-
holdsandfamilies.Inmostcases,womenfeltthatthequalityoftheir
liveshadimproved,andthereforethattheimpactsofmigrationwere
mainlypositive.

Manyoftheparticipantsfeltthattheyhadundergonemajorpersonal
changesincearrivinginSouthAfrica.OnemigrantfromSwaziland
describedherpersonallearningandgrowthwhilelivinginSouthAfrica
asfollows:

Youjustkindofglowandlifeisbrilliant,andIjustunder-
standalittlemoreaboutlife.Ithinkit’sineverysituation
thatyouputin,there’salwayssomuchtolearn.Ican’tsay
it’sspecificallybecauseIcametoSouthAfrica,andevenifI
couldgotoAmericatoworkIwouldstillgetthesamething
(Participant�7).

AsecondmigrantfromZimbabwehadinitiallybeenconcernedabout
being“withpeoplefromdifferentculturesindifferentcountries,”buthad
becomeaccustomedtothisthroughherfrequenttravels:

Theonlythingisthatwhenit’syourfirsttimehereandyou
arenotusedtointeractwithpeoplefromdifferentcultures
indifferentcountriesyou’llbeworriedbecauseyoudon’t
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knowthem,butnowI’musedtoallofthisbecauseI’mused
totraveling(Participant46).

However,formanywomen,positivepersonalchangewasalsorelated
toindividualidentity.Womenfelttheyhadmorechoiceintermsofthe
clothingtheywereabletopurchaseandwearinanothercountry,useof
differentlanguages,andaccesstodifferentconsumergoods:

IthinkSouthAfricaopenedmymindintermsoffashion.It
hasavarietyofdifferentpeopleandculture…andwhenit
comestothelanguage,theyusealotofslang(Participant
�).

HereinSouthAfricaIspeakZulu.Ilearnedthroughspeak-
ingtootherpeople.Lifehasreallychangedformeherein
SouthAfrica‘causeIhavemetdifferentpeoplefromdiffer-
entcountries,Imeanithaschanged.Livingalife,okaynow
IcansayIamlivingadifferentlifebecauseImeanthings
herearecheaper.Thingslikethehometheatresystem,I
mean,householdthingslikemicrowave,andtheclothing
too(Participant�8).

ForawomanfromMozambique,reallifestyleimprovementshadcome
fromaccesstoabroaderrangeofrights,althoughasanon-citizenshe
feltthatthesewerenotalwaysapplicabletoherowncircumstances:

IthaschangedalotbecausetherightshereinSouthAfrica
arebetterthanthoseinMozambique.Well,theysaya
personhasarighttowork,butformeit’sdifficultbecause
I’mnotaSouthAfrican.Andifyouareeducatedthereis
abigchancethatyouwillmakeitinabigway.Sotherein
Mozambiqueevenifyouareeducatedit’sdifficulttofinda
job.Onlyafewpeoplehavemoneytofurthertheirstudies
andwork(Participant�0).

Interestingly,whilemigrantwomenembracedsomepersonalchanges
thattheyfeltstrengthenedtheirownsenseofidentityandfreedom,
manyalsostruggledtopreserveparticularelementsoftheirownculture
orupbringing.Thisproveddifficultforsome.Whileonemigrantfeltthat
herlifewas“better”afterleavingLesotho,shewasconcernedthatpeople
inSouthAfricahad“losttheirculture”:

SouthAfrica’slifestyleisfast,it’stoofastandmostpeople
havelosttheirculture,butfromwhereIcomefrom,culture
ismuchvalued,there’srespect,honour,etc.It’sbetter[in
SouthAfrica]butit’sfast,it’ssofastinawaythatevery-
thingishappeningsofast(Participant5).
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Migration�and�econoMic�change�

MVPparticipantsalsofeltthattheyhadundergonemajor
economicandfinancialchangessincemigrating.Atthe
sametime,whilepersonaleconomiccircumstanceshad
dramaticallyimproved,womenacknowledgedthiswasnot

withouthardwork.InthewordsofaMozambicanmigrant,“Ihaven’t
experiencedanythingexceptthatyouhavetoworkhard–ifyoudon’t
workhard,whatwouldyoudo,becauseeverythingisgoingtobedifficult
(Participant��).

Thegeneralconsensusamongstparticipantswasthattheireconomic
circumstances,andthereforetheiroverallqualityoflife,hadimproved
aftermigrating.ThisisconsistentwithDodson’searlierfindingthat
bothmaleandfemalemigrantsinSouthernAfricafeltmigrationhada
“positive”impactontheirlives.29Womenstatedthattheycouldincreas-
inglybuygoodssuchasbread,cookingoil,rice,soapandclothing.The
strengthofSouthAfrica’scurrency,aswellastherangeandavailability
ofgoods,alsoimpactedpositivelyontheirabilitytobuybasicnecessities:

Theonlyproblemisofnotfindingajob,butthefoodisbet-
terbecauseIcanaffordtobuy….Iwon’tsayIhavemoney
likethat,buttheconditionsarebetterherethanbackhome
becauseIdogetfoodandclothingandIamabletobuy
them(Participant29).

NothinghaschangedexceptthatwhenIamhereIamable
tomakemoney.AndthemoneythatI’mmakingisableto
makemelive.It’snotlikeZimbabwe,likewhenmyhusband
wasgettingpaidmonth-end–afterthreedays,Idon’tsee
themoneyanymore.SowhenIaminJohannesburgit’sbet-
terbecausethingsherearecheap,eventhoughthemoneyis
littlewetrytolive(Participant28).

It’snotthesame,asIwasathomedoingnothing.It’snot
thesamesinceI’mhere.HereIknowIcangetthebread
andsendmoneyhome(Participant�2).

IloveSouthAfrica,becauseinthisplacewedon’tgetinto
politics.Westillgetfood,apples,bananasandbiscuitswith
goodmoney.IfyouhaveR20thenyouknowthatyoucan
buyfoodalongwithapplesandcool-drinkswiththatR20
(FocusGroup4,Participant�).

Economicimprovementresultingfrommigrationvaried,withsome
womenbenefitingmorethanothersthroughnewjobsandbusiness
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opportunities.Thosewhowereabletoearnmorediscussedconsumer
goodsandcommoditiesthattheyhadneverpreviouslybeenableto
afford,includingnewclothing,appliances,andelectronicequipment
suchasCDandDVDplayers.Withahigherincomeandgreateraccess
tocommoditiesoftencameanewfoundsenseofindependence.

Asmallgroupofparticipantshadachievedsubstantialeconomic
improvementsandwereabletoinvesttheirincome,throughpurchasing
businessesandhouses.Again,thiscontributedtoasenseofindepend-
enceamongstthewomeninterviewed.Charisuggeststhateconomic
activitiesemergingfrommigration,andcross-bordertradeinparticular,
have“transformedmanyunemployedwomenintobreadwinners”and
“giventhemsomeelementofeconomicindependencethatisspilling
overtootherareasoftheirlives,e.g.socialstatus,positioninthehouse-
hold,[and]decision-makingauthority.”�0Thiswascertainlytrueofthe
MVPrespondents.AmigrantfromMalawiwhowasabletobuyahouse
fromtheprofitsofhercross-bordertradeactivitiesstatedthat,asaresult
ofmigrating,shehad“everythingthatIneeded,”andaddedthat“Iam
rightnow.”Investmentsmadebymigrantsalsoturnedintoincomeand
wealth-generatingactivities;asawomanfromLesothostated,“NowI’m
abletodoeverythingthatIwant.Idohavefurnitureandfourcars.I
built[ahouse].It’sthreerooms”(Participant6).

Whilemostofthewomenseemedtohavebenefitedeconomically
frommigration,asmallnumberfelttheirpersonalfinancialsituation
hadactuallyworsenedafterleavinghome.AmigrantfromLesotho
statedduringanin-depthinterviewthatherlife“hasn’tchanged,infact
it’smoredifficultthanbefore”(Participant4).Asecondmigrantfrom
Mozambiquehadthesameperspective.Althoughshewasunsureof“how
thingswouldbenowathomeifIwouldbethere,”shestillstruggledto
buyfoodandpayherrent.

houSehold�lifeStyle�changeS�

Beyondindividualimprovements,thebenefitsofneweconomic
activitiesaftermigratingalsosignificantlyimpactedonwomen’s
householdsandfamilies.Ashasbeenfoundinotherstudies,��
womenmigrantsinvestedincomefromemploymentandtrade

primarilyintoprovidingfortheneedsofchildren,familiesandextended
households.Womenwhofeltbetterabletoprovidefortheneedsoftheir
children,inparticular,aswellasotherdependantssuchaselderlypar-
ents,expressedasenseofreliefandnewfoundsecurity.Remittancesare
acentralpartofthisexperience.OneZimbabweanwomanfoundthat,
aftermigrating,“ifmychildrenneedsomethingIamabletodoitfor
themonebyoneeverymonth”(Participant2�).AsecondZimbabwean
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migrantstated,“Isendmoneyeverymonth–atleasttheyarebuying
something”(Participant25).Otherscommented:

[Myfamily’slifestyle]haschangedbecauseIfindtempjobs
sothatIcansendsomemoneytomykidssotheycouldeat
(Participant�5).

Mymother[isinSwaziland]becausemyfatherpassedaway,
andmybrothersarethere.WhenIgetpaidImakesurethat
Ipostthemmoney–R�00orR200.Themoneyisenough
becauseathomewedon’tbuymealie-meal,weplough,so
thatmoneyisforthemeat.Theyevenplantedcabbageand
spinach(Participant�6).

NowIsendmoneyathome,andthebusinessisbetter
becauseIsendmoney,sometimesIbuysomethinglike
Vaselineandsendittohome.Vaseline,soup,andsenditto
home(Participant�0).

Icansaymylifestylechanged–ithasgonebetter,alittlebit
better.IamabletohavemyownmoneyandIamableto
supportmyownkids.IamabletogobacktoZimbabweand
comeback….Icansend[myfamily]everythingtheyneed,
allkindsofgroceriesthatIbuyinSouthAfrica,Isendthem
toZimbabwe(Participant�4).

Mymotherisnolongerworriedbecauseallofus,whenwe
getmoneywehelpher.Sheisnotworriedaboutusbecause
therearenoyoungones,insteadwearetheoneswhoare
takingcareofherwhensheneedssomething(Participant
��).

Whilemanywomenaimed,first,toprovidebasicneedsandfoodfor
familiesathome,theirsecondprioritywastoinvestintheirchildren’s
education.AmigrantfromMalawistatedthat“nowIcanaffordtopay
schoolfeesandtotakecareofmychildrenandtheotherfamilymem-
bers”(Participant�9)and,similarly,aFocusGroupparticipantcom-
mented,“IcanbuythingsformychildrenandIcanevenpayfortheir
schoolfees.”

Womenmigrantsnotonlyprioritizeinvestingintheeducationof
theirownchildren,butalsothatoftheiryoungersiblingsleftbehind.
Forsome,remittancesmeantthatchildrenwhohadnotbeenattending
schoolatallcouldbegintodoso:

Herethingsarecheap,athomeitisnoteasytogetcheap
thingslikethis….IseeIchangedalot,becauseIknowhow
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tosupportmymotherandmyyoungersistersandbrothers.
TheycangotoschoolnowbecauseIsendthemoneythere,
yousee(Participant�0).

Ithasreallychanged.SinceI’vestartedthebusinessIam
abletoassistmybrothersandsisters.Likepayingtheir
schoolfeesandfood(Participant42).

Icansaytherearealotofchangesinmyfamily…economi-
callyandfinancially.‘Causemostofmyfamily–especially
mostofmysistersandbrothers,theyhavechangedschools
andthehousehold,wehavebetterthingsliketheatresys-
tems.EverythingisokaybecauseIdon’tbuygrocerythat
side,Ibringitwithmebecausethisside,itischeaperthan
thatside(Participant4�).

Althoughaminorityamongstthewomeninterviewed,several
migrantsstatedthattheywere“unemployed”andcitednoothereco-
nomicactivities.OnewomanfromZimbabwecommentedthatherfami-
ly’slives“haven’tchanged,theyarejustthesamelikebeforebecause
IamnotworkingandIamnotabletobuythemfoodorsupportthem
withanything”(Participant29).Theinabilitytocontributetohousehold
costs,andthewelfareoffamilymembersleftbehind,remainedagrave
concernforsomemigrants:

Ihavegoteightkidsandfourgrandkids.Ican’tcarrythem
allintoSouthAfrica.Icanonlybringtwoorthreeata
time.Ihavegotaburdenbehindme,Ihavetotakecareof
thesechildren.BecauseoftheborderjumpingIcan’ttake
allofthemsoifIcantakethreeIcanaffordit,it’snicein
SouthAfrica,butwhenIsleepIthinkoftheonesthatIleft
athome,evenifIcanhaveanicemealbutwhenIthink
abouttheonesathomeIcan’teatit,somethinghastodone
(FocusGroup5Participant2).

neW�country,�neW�life

Women’sconclusionsthattheirliveswere“better”after
migratingseemedtobecontradictedbytheirsocialexpe-
riences.MigrantsinSouthAfricafacemultipleformsof
discriminationasnon-citizens,asmembersofparticular

ethnicgroups,asblackAfricans,aswomen,andbecausetheywerepoor.
Cumulatively,muchofthediscriminationexperiencedbyparticipants
wasrootedinxenophobicresponsesfromcitizensofcountriesoforigin.
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Asonesaid,thereare“manyproblems,manynegativeexperiences,and
manyscenesofdiscriminationthatmigrantsandrefugeesfaceonadaily
basis”(Participant70).Thisisconsistentwithresearchconductedby
SAMPinpartnershipwiththeSouthAfricanHumanRightsCommission
(SAHRC),whichfoundthat“SouthAfricansasawholearenottolerant
ofoutsiderslivinginthecountry”andshowed“strongsupportforpolicies
thatwouldplacestrictlimitsonorprohibitimmigrationaltogether.”�2

DespitetheresolveexpressedbyMinisterofHomeAffairsNosiviwe
Mapisa-Nqakulain2004toimplementanimmigrationpolicythat
reflectsbothSouthAfrica’s“commitmenttohumanrights”and“com-
mitmentnottodiscriminateonthebasisofgender,”theexperiencesof
MVPmigrantssuggestthatlevelsofxenophobiaremainhigh.��Many
participantsrecountedderogatoryname-calling,harassmentandabuse
bycitizens,police,andgovernmentofficials,andwereregularlyrestricted
accesstobasicservicessuchashealthcareandeducation.Whilesome
migrantsfoundthatamongstSouthAfricans,“someareniceandsome
arebad,”theywerecertainlyawareofxenophobiadirectedtowards
migrantsingeneral.Womenwhofelttheyhadnotexperiencedxenopho-
biaandweretreated“well”overallbycitizensgenerallysharedalanguage
orethnicgroupwithSouthAfricans,andthereforewereabletointegrate
moreeasily.

iMPoSSible�integration:�treatMent�by�citizenS

Manyofthemigrantwomenfeltthattheyfacedlittleorno
prospectofsocialintegrationinthecountry,andwereregu-
larvictimsofharassment,abuseandexclusionbycitizens.
Perhapsthemostcommonexampleofthiswasinnear-

relentlessname-calling:

Peopleheretreatusbad.Theycallusnameslikemakwerek-
wereandeverything(Participant24).

Eveninthecommunityyoucanseethatyouaretreated
differently.Theycallyounames.Kwangkwang.Itmeansa
foreigner(Participant�8).

Theseones,theyareworsttobehonestwithyou,South
Africans,theydon’treallylikeforeignersandtheyallus
bynamessuchaskwerekwere,whichwedon’tlikethat
(Participant25).

ThetreatmentisnotthesamelikeotherSouthAfrican
citizens.WhenIwalkoutinthestreetIlookoutforpolice
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cars.IfIcanseeitwhenIgetback,theyjustseeyouwalk-
ingandtheywillsaytoyou,‘heyyou,khalanga,comethis
side!’”So.Idon’tknowhowtheyseeyou,butthetruthis
thattheydoseeyou,thatyouareakhalangaandyouare
fromZimbabwe(Participant28).

Youcansaythereisthatharassmentbyofficialsbecause
todaywe’vegotnames,it’snotnice,thosemakwerekwere’s,
it’snotaniceword,it’saninsultingword.So,whentheyuse
thosewordstousitmeanstheydon’tlikeus(FocusGroup5
Participant2).

Thisregularname-callingandverbalabusewasasourceofhurtand
humiliationformanyofthemigrantsinterviewed,andreinforcedfeel-
ingsofdeepsocialexclusion.Migrantsalsodescribedfeelingsofshock
andsurpriseatbeingmetwithsuchopenhostilityinSouthAfrica.One
migrantfromZimbabwehadconcludedthatnationalsofherowncountry
andofSouthAfricaare“differentpeople…evenmentally,”becauseof
thenegativeattitudestowardsforeignersthatshehadencountered:

Wearedifferentpeople.Evenwhentheyknow,wearenot
thesame,evenmentallywearenotthesame….Theytalk
thingsthatarenotappropriatetobesaidtopeople.That
peoplefromoutsidemustbearrestedandshouldbebrought
backtotheircountrybecausetheymakeSouthAfricanciti-
zentobeunemployed.Eventhegovernmentsawthatpeo-
plefromZimbabweareallover(Participant�2).

Inexplanation,amigrantfromLesothowhofeltthatSouthAfricans
“treatyoulikedogs,”feltthiswasbecauseoftheviewthat“wearethe
Sothoandthenwehavenorighttobehere”(Participant4).

Alongsidetheemotionalandpsychologicaleffectsofname-call-
ingandnon-acceptance,migrantwomenfounditextremelydifficultto
acceptthenegativestereotypesthatSouthAfricansheldaboutnon-
citizens.PastSAMPresearchhaspointedtotheroleofthemediain
thecontinuedperpetrationofnegativestereotypesofmigrants,whoare
frequentlydepictedas“jobstealers,”“criminals”and“illegals.”�4One
long-termmigrantexplainedthat,uponfirstintroductionSouthAfricans
“welcomeandtreatuskindly.”Butsubsequently“whentheyhearweare
fromZimbabwetheirattitudeschange”(Participant��).Astudentfrom
Botswanaobserved:

Ithinkthatracismisthemajorthingthat–,andI’mnot
usedtothat.Likeinrestaurants,therewereincidentswhere
Iwillarrivefirstandbeservedlast.Eveninvarsitythere
arecertainthingslikemakingcriteria,you’llfindthatmy
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problemwasbetterthanhersbut–Ithinkinthecaseof
xenophobia,Ithinkit’sjustthecaseofignorancebecause
otherpeoplewouldassumethatyouarefromhere,butthe
minuteyoutellthemthatyou’renotfromSouthAfrica,it’s
like–….Therewereinstanceswhereyoumentionedthat
youarefromanothercountryand[they]perceiveyouasa
poorpersonusingtheirresources(Participant�).

Thisstereotypewasoneofmanythatmigrantwomenencountered.
Othersincludedperceptionsthatallforeignersare“desperateandpoor,”
thievesandcriminals,responsiblefortakingjobsfromnationals,andthat
womenspecifically,were“stealing”SouthAfricanhusbands.Thetenden-
cytoblameforeignersforcrime,aswellasfortakingSouthAfricanjobs
andhusbands,wasapointofdiscussionamongstparticipantsataFocus
GroupinMakhado:

Likewherewestay,theysaidtheywanttoremoveus
theywanttogohouse-to-houselooking,andifthere’sa
Zimbabweantheymustdeportbecausetheydon’twantfor-
eignersin….Somesaythatwewomentaketheirhusbands
andwealsotakejobs…butit’snottrue.Iftheydon’ttake
careoftheirhusbands,whatmustwedo?(FocusGroup5,
Participant�).

I’mstillonthatissueoftheproblemsweface,theysay“the
Zimbabweanstealourthings,theybreakourpropertyat
night,theytakebribes.”Righttheyaregoingtodeportus.
BeforewecamehereinSouthAfricaweretherenorobbers
andthieves,hereinSouthAfrica,weretherenothieves
beforeZimbabweanscame?Now,whenthosepeopleare
arrested,youhearthemsomeareVendasandShangan
peopleandotherarefromtheseotherethnicgroupin
SouthAfrica…butattheendofthedaythey’llsayit’s
theZimbabweanswhosteal.WhataboutthievesinSouth
Africa,wherearethey?(FocusGroup5,Participant2).

InadditiontobeingblamedforarangeofproblemsinSouthAfrica,
FocusGroupparticipantsfeltnegativestereotypesandxenophobia
excludedthemfromcommunityeventsandorganizations,suchasmeet-
ings,associationsandchurches.Afterseeinganoticeforacommunity
meetingwhileridingthebus,onewomanexplainedhow,whenshehad
beeninterestedinattending,“they’llalwaystalkabouttheZimbabweans,
sowedecidednottogotherebecausewhenwegotheretheysaythese
Zimbabweanshavecomeheretotakeourwork,wewillchasethem
fromSouthAfrica.”Shehadthenattemptedtoconveneherown“soci-
etymeeting,”buthadbeentoldbycommunitymembers,“ifyouarea
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Zimbabweanyoucouldn’tdoyourmeetingsunlessyougotothecivic,”
and“ifyouholdthatmeetingwe’llcallthepolice,andthey’llcometo
arrestyou”(FocusGroup5,Participant�).

Thedifficultiesofencounteringxenophobicattitudesandnegative
stereotypesarecompoundedbyasenseofinjusticespecificallyrelated
tohowtheyfeltforeignersweretreatedintheirowncountriesoforigin.
Thewomentendedtoviewtheirowncountriesasmorehospitableto
foreignerssuchastouristsandholidaymakers,includingSouthAfricans:

Therearedifferent[people]fromdifferentcountriesthat
comefordifferentreasons,buttheyarenotchasedawayby
mycountry,ourpresidentletthemstay.Butwhenwecome
heretheychaseus.Wejustaskourselves,whatdidwedo?
Whydoesourpresidentletpeoplestaythere?InMaputo
therearesomanytouristsandtheyarebeingtreatedthe
samewayasus.PeopleofSouthAfrica,sometimestheytreat
usjustlikedogs.Theycallusbynameslikemakwerekwere,
amazizimbane,theycalluseverything(Participant�4).

[Citizens]aretheproblem,theycalluskwerekwere–even
inothercountriestherearepeoplewhotravelthere.Evenin
MalawitherearepeoplefromSouthAfricaandwedon’tcall
themnamesbecausetheyarejustlikeus.Andthosepeople,
theydon’tcomefromoverseas,theyarefromhere.Herein
Africaweareone,wedon’tcausethemproblems,wetreat
themasthoughtheyareourpeople(Participant40).

MVPparticipantswerepuzzledbythetreatmenttheyencountered,
astheyhadimaginedthatSouthAfricans,particularlyblackSouth
Africans,wouldbemorewelcoming:

Youfindthatotherpeoplehere,theysayhereisakwerek-
were,butwhentheycometoourcountrywedon’tsaythat
[about]them.Theboers,theycometotakeourfishand
ourhousesbutwedon’tsaytothemtheyarekwerekweres.
Wetreatthemasblacksbecauseweareallblacksandwe
arethesame,butpeoplefromherearesometimesrude.I
hadthatproblembuttherearepeopletalkingaround,like
onedaythereweretwogirlstalkingtomyfriendsayingyou
areakwerekwereandyoudon’tknowourlanguage,you
comefromfaraway....Iwon’tbeatupthispersonbecause
IknowthatweareallblacksandIdon’tknowwhythey
treatuslikethat.Theydon’tknowwhereIcomefromand
howwasmylifeandwhatkindofpersonamI….Likeme,I
ambraidingpeople’shairbutsomeofthemtheylikesaying



� Migration�Policy�SerieS�no.�46

 4�

k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k

thingsaboutmewhentheyarewiththeirfriends,sayingthis
kwerekwere,thisandthat,butIwon’tstopbraidingthem
becauseIwantmoney.Icameheretowork(Participant9).

Withouttheprospectsofsocialintegration,migrantwomenoften
developedcopingmechanismsandsurvivalstrategiesforlivinginSouth
Africa.Assimilationprovedeasiestforwomenfromcountriessharing
commonlanguages,culturesandethnicgroupswithSouthAfrica,such
asBotswana,LesothoandSwaziland.Severalwomenfromthesecoun-
triesfeltthatbyassimilatingtheywereacceptedbynationals:

Theytreatmewell,theyunderstandmylanguageandmy
culture,andIalsounderstandthethingthattheydoand
theirreasonsfordoingthat,soweunderstandeachother
(Participant2).

[SouthAfricans]areok–Ithinkthattheylikepeoplefrom
Swaziland.AsfarasI’mconcerned,theyareok,Ihaven’t
hadanybadtreatmentandIdon’tcare,Ijustconsidereve-
ryonetobeequal(Participant�5).

Peoplehereareverygoodandeverybodyinthisareahas
treatedmewithrespect,eventheneighboursaregoodto
me….Theydon’ttreatusbad,theyevenwanttolearnour
language,especiallyusfromSwaziland(Participant�6).

Othermigrantswhoaremorevisibly“foreign”donotreceivethe
sametreatmentfromcitizens:

Inmyview,theytreatusfinecomparedtopeoplefrom
MozambiqueandthenorthernpartofAfrica,becauseI
speakseSothoandIcaneasilyspeakisiZulu,butthosewho
arefromMozambiqueandetc.areeasilyidentifiedfrom
theiraccentthattheyareforeigners,soIdon’thaveaprob-
lemthatI’malsoaforeigner(Participant5).

I’veseenthemtreatthosepeoplewhoaredarkerinskin
–I’veseenthem,SouthAfricans.I’veseenthemtreatpeo-
plebadlylikeinataxi,IdospeakalittleZulu,likeinataxi
thereisaladynexttomeandshecan’tspeakZuluandthe
taxidriverwillhaveanissuewiththat.Likeifshespeaks
inEnglishthedriverwillsayinZulu,‘Idonotunderstand’
(FocusGroup�Participant�).

FocusGroupparticipantsdiscussedchangingtheirtraditionalstylesof
dressafterarrivinginSouthAfrica,bothasastrategyforassimilationand
toavoidattention,particularlyfromthepolice.Onemigrantexplained
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thatthepolice“knowhowwewalkandhowwedress:SouthAfricans
putontrousersandZimbabweansputondresses.”Anotheradded
thatshehadaskedherbrotherstoteachherhowto“walk”likeSouth
Africansbeforemigratinginordertobetterassimilate(FocusGroup5).
Finally,womensimplyattemptedtogoabouttheirdailylivesunnoticed
whereverpossible,andaMozambicanmigrantcommentedthatif“you
behavewellyoucanbeabletosurviveandneverseethedifference,you
willbethesamelikeotherpeopleaslongasyoubehave”(Participant
��).

Anotherstrategyusedbywomenistoliveandworkincommunities
alreadypopulatedbyothermigrants,includingareasofdowntownand
centralJohannesburgsuchasHillbrow:

InHillbrowweareallkhalangassowetreateachother
equally(Participant28).

Ican’tsayitsbad,thetreatmentisnotbadassuchthereare
somewhohateforeignersandtherearesomewhofeelpity
forforeigners.Likethecommunityisallrightbecauselike
hereinParkStationtheyknowthatweareforeigners–they
acceptourproblems(Participant�4).

Womenfeltthatresidentsofthesecommunities,includingotherfor-
eigners,weremorelikelytobeaccepting.Othersdidacceptthatnotall
SouthAfricanswerexenophobic:

Ican’tsayyouseewearedifferent.Yourfaceisdifferent
tomine.That’showpeopleare,somearegood,somenot,
sometreatusbad.Youseewearenotthesame,somedrink
toomany,especiallyyoungboys.Somehelpyouifyousay
youwerechasedbysomeonewithaknife,theyhelpyou.So
Ican’tsay�00%,maybe90outof�00,�0percentarebad
(Participant49).

Somewomenfeltthat,asforeigners,theywerenotactuallyentitledto
treatmentonaparwithSouthAfricans:

Whenyouareaforeigner,youarethat,andyoucan’tbe
treatedthesameascitizens(Participant46).

Ican’tdemandthat,Ican’tdemandtobetreatedlikea
SouthAfricancitizenandI’mnotlookingforwardtobeing
treatedasone.Ithink[SouthAfricans]areokayanyway,
althoughthereareafewthatalwayscallingpeoplenames
like‘Hey,makhalanga’andthingslikethat,eventhough
I’mnotakhalanga,soit’sboring.It’slikeapersoncalling
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youaZuluandyouknowthatyouareaXhosa.It’sboring
(Participant�9).

Otherssoughttomitigatetheeffectofxenophobia,forexample,stat-
ingthatthat“doesn’tbothermethatmuchbecauseitisnotthatbad”
(Participant29).

Incontrast,returnedSouthAfricanmigrantswhohadtravelledinthe
regionfelttheyweretreatedwithwarmthandhospitalityinneighbouring
countries:

Theydidnottreatmelikeaforeigner,theytreatedmelikeI
wasborninSwaziland(Participant52).

Theywerehappyforme,everythingwasfineandIgotmany
friends.TheywantedtoknowmoreaboutSouthAfrica,
stufflikethat(Participant55).

Therewasneveraproblem.Theytreatedmelikeaprincess,
sotheyalwayswantedtobearoundmeatalltimes.Soit’s
likeIwassomebodyspecialtothem.Itwaslikeaprivilege
forthemtohavemearound(Participant57).

treatMent�by�officialS�and�Police

Beyondtheirday-to-dayinteractionswithcitizens,migrant
womendescribedtheirencounterswithxenophobiafrom“the
government”inSouthAfrica,mostoftenthroughinteractions
withpolice,Customsofficials,andstaffatpublichospitalsand

clinics.Whileacknowledgingthat“thegovernment”affordedthem
particularamenitiestheywereunabletoaccessathome,suchasbetter
schools,healthservices,andevenabroaderrangeofrights,womenwere
nonethelessvictimsofverbalabuseandname-calling,discrimination,
exclusionand,frompoliceofficersinparticular,solicitationofbribesand
sex.

Whilewomendidnotnecessarilyfeelentitledtothesamerightsand
treatmentbythegovernmentasSouthAfricancitizens,theynonethe-
lessexpressedsurprise,hurt,andindignationwhenmetwithxenophobic
attitudesfromgovernmentofficials,andinpublicservicesandinstitu-
tions.Governmentofficialsweresaidtohaveoftenusedderogatoryand
xenophobicnameswhenaddressingmigrantwomen.AMalawianwoman
statedthatmigrantswereoftenreferredtoasgrigambusbygovernment
officialsandwasparticularlyshockedbythis,giventhatshefeltnon-
nationalsandtradersinSouthAfricahadcreatedemploymentforciti-
zens.
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Migrantwomeninterviewedsuggestedthattheyfrequentlyencoun-
teredpoliceofficerswho,asdescribedbyaKeyInformant,“donoteven
knowtheImmigrationAct,orimmigrationlawsgenerally”(Participant
7�).Beyondfearofarrestanddeportation,whicharelegalstrategiesfor
migrationcontroladministeredandenforcedbygovernment,�5migrant
womenfacedthreemainillicitandunlawfulthreatsfrompoliceofficers:
extortionandsolicitationofbribes;destructionoftraveldocuments;and
generalexclusionfromlegalassistance,protectionandbasicservices.

Extortion,andthesolicitationofbribes,wasaregularfeatureofinter-
actionsbetweenmigrantwomenandpoliceofficers.Womenrecounted
thattheywereoften“chased”bythepoliceandthreatenedwitharrest
anddeportation;ratherthanfollowingthroughwithlegalprocedures,
policeofficersweredescribedasdemandingmoney,foodordrinks,or
goodsandstockfromtraders.Ratherthanriskarrest,womenwould
agreetothedemandsofpoliceofficers.

Acommercialbusdriverwhofrequentlytransportsmigrantwomen
acrossbordersstatedthatthe“policearecorrupt”andthat“theytreat
thesepeopleverybad.”Headdedthatpoliceofficers“willalwaysdemand
apassport”fromforeignwomen.Where“avisaisleftwithonedayto
expire,theywouldsayyouarenotsupposedtobehere,andthenthey
wouldtakesomethingfromthatwoman”(Participant7�).

Extortionandbriberywerenotonlycommonatborderposts,but
inday-to-dayexchangesbetweenmigrantsandpoliceofficers.Three
womenfromMozambiqueandZimbabwe,nowlivinginJohannesburg,
describeddemandsmadebypoliceofficersfor“colddrinks”andmoney:

Itisnotalrightbecausepolicechaseusallthetime,they
takeourmoney,theysaypleasebuymeacolddrink.They
knowifIadvertisemyselfasahairdresser,andmaybethe
policearriveandaskforIDandpassportandIwouldsay,I
don’thave,theywillsaythat,‘getinthecar!’Iwillrefuse
andwilltellthemIhaveachild.Andthentheywillsay
Iamlyingandtheyforcemeintothecarandgoaround
[the]locationwithme,andwhentheystoptheywillwant
acolddrinkfromme.WethoughttheywantonlyR6for
colddrink,butwillwantR�00eachperson.Policemakes
ourlivessodifficult‘causetheywantnothingelse,theyonly
wantthemoney(Participant�4).

Welivedbyhiding,evenifIwasselling,ifIsawthepolice
coming,Iwouldleavethestockthereandgoinsidetheflat,
yousee?Youjustleaveitthere;therearethosewhosellnext
toyou.TheyarefromhereinSouthAfricaandhadIDs;I
leftthestockwiththem.Theysay:‘Herecomesthepolice’,
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Iwouldgetawayfromheretohide,becauseiftheycatchme
IwouldhavetogivethemmoneythatIwouldn’treceiveas
mywage.AttheendoftheweekI’dgetnothing,because
thatmoneyIgavetothepolice(FocusGroup4,Participant
�).

[Bribing]isnotnicebecauseevennowwedoit;ifyoudon’t
havemoneyyou’llbearrestedandifyouhaveityousurvive
throughbribe.Youseethatthesepolice,whentheyaresent
tocatchcriminals,theydon’tdothatinsteadtheyarrestus.
Theydon’tarrestcriminals,buttheyarebusywalkingdown
thestreetslookingforIDsandpassports.Iwishthatthey
shouldtreatusfineandwhereverwegotheydon’tbother
us.Theyshouldstopforcingustobribethem.Whenthey
makeuspay,moneydoesnotgototheGovernmentbutto
theirpockets.Nowtheydon’twantR50anymore,butnow
ifyougivethemR�00theytellyoutogotohell,themoney
isjustpeanuts…ifyouhavemoneyyouarefinebecause
youknowthatifyoucanbecaughtyou’llbribethem(Focus
Group�,Participant7).

Asecondmajorthreatfrompoliceofficersisthedestructionofpass-
portsandidentitydocuments.Womenareawarethatmigrantssome-
timescarryfraudulentSouthAfricanIDs.OneFocusGroupparticipant
explainedthat“youtakeotherpeoplesIDsandyoujustchangethepho-
tos.IftheyputafingerprinttotheIDevenaZimbabweancantakethat
IDthefingerprintwon’tbethesame”(FocusGroup2,Participant6).
However,theapproachofpoliceofficersisto“tearfirstandtalklater,”
irrespectiveofwhetherpassportsandIDswerevalidornot.Thedestruc-
tionofdocumentationisoftenusedalongsideotherintimidatorytactics:

[SouthAfricans]callusbynames,kwere-kwereandall
othernames,eventhepolicecallusbynamesandsayif
yourgovernmentcooperatewithoursthenthingscouldbe
betterandtheysaywearegoingtoarrestyoubecauseyou
arekwere-kwere–Ievendon’trespondtothemanymore.
Whentheyarrestme,Ishowthemmypapers,iftheytear
themapart–inmostcasetheyuseSouthAfricanIDsthey
justchangethephotosthatiswhytheytearthem(Focus
Group2,Participant5).

WomenmigrantsoftenleavetheirpassportsandIDshiddenathome
andriskarrestbypoliceofficers,asthisisconsideredpreferabletohaving
documentsdestroyedaltogether.AMozambicanmigrantwhosepassport
wastornupbypoliceofficerswho“demandedmoney”saidshehasbegun
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living“byukubhanxa”(meaningagameofhideandseekwithpolice).
Widespreadsuspicionanddistrustofpoliceofficersisanaturalcon-

sequenceofongoingintimidationandharassment.Manyofthemigrant
womenstatedthattheyavoidedthepolicealtogether.OneFocusGroup
participantfromUgandanoted:

Foreignerscan’treportcrimebecausetheyareafraid(Focus
Group2,Participant�).

Otherwomenconcurred:

Iwantedtoopenacharge.ThenIsaidwhateverIwanted
tosaythispoliceguysaidwhereisyourpassport.Isaid
didn’tcomehereforpassport,attendmycasethenafterthat
youcanaskformypassportandarrestmeafteryouhave
attendedmycase.IsaidmightIseethecommissioner–if
youdon’thaveapassportthey’lljustarrestyouanddeport
youtheywouldnothelpyou,Idon’tknowwhy.

Imeanlikeifyoudon’thavetherightdocumentsandyou
arerapedit’snotthepoliceproblembutthepersonisscared
togothereandreport,youknow,peoplearejustscaredif
youareinaforeigncountry,itisnaturalyouarenotusedto
thatplaceortothepeople.TheywillsayI’llendupbeing
arrested(FocusGroup6).

Womenmigrantshavecometoexpectharassmentandabuseineve-
rydayexchangeswithpoliceofficerspatrollingthestreets,buttheywere
particularlyfearfulofbeingtakenintopolicestationsandquestionedor
detained.Describedbyonewomanas“apartheidinthepolicestation”
(FocusGroup4Participant8),foreignaccents,dialects,andtheinability
ofmigrantstospeakinlocallanguageswereviewedastriggersforpoor
treatmentfrompoliceofficers.Asecondwomanstatedthatassoonas
migrantsbeganspeakinginEnglish,policeofficersandotherofficials
would“knowthatyouarenotfromhereandtheywillstartspeaking
theirlanguageandtheywilleveninsultyouandthensaygobacktoyour
countries,wedon’tneedyou(FocusGroup4,Participant2).Womenfelt
thattheycouldneverreportaconflictorproblemwithaSouthAfrican,
aspoliceofficersalwayssidewithSouthAfricans.

Migrantwomenwhoarebroughttopolicestationsoftenresortto
briberytoavoidremaininginpolicecustody.AZimbabweanwoman
describedhowmigrantsgenerallypaidbribestopoliceofficersoutsideof
stationstoavoidbeingseen:

Thecopsarrestusandthecitizensandthecommunity,
theycallusnames.Likekwerekwere.Sometimesthecops,
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theytakeyoutothepolicestationsandtheymakeyoupay
somemoneywhichmakesitdifficultbecausesometimes
youdon’thavethemoney….Thatmoneywouldbeabribe
forpolicemannottotakeyouormakeyoustayinthecell
foranight….Weareafraidofstayinginthecellsowedo
thepaymentoutofthepolicestation,ormaybesomewhere
outsideofthepolicestation,becauseiftheytakeyoutothe
policestationtheywilldeportyouorwhat.TheywantR�00
perperson(Participant4�).

ThisaccountisconsistentwithfootageairedontheSouthAfrican
BroadcastingCorporation’s(SABC)investigativefeatureSpecial
AssignmentinSeptemberof2005.Publicattentionwasdrawntopolice
officersfromBooysen’sstationinJohannesburg“roamingthesuburbsto
arrestimmigrants”whoweredetainedin“room6A”untilfriendsand
familymemberspaidbribesfortheirrelease.�6

Manyofthewomenpaybribestoavoidbeingtakentothenotorious
LindelaRepatriationCentreoutsideKrugersdorpinGauteng.According
toDr.LorenLandau,migrantswhohave“money”and“connections”are
“notlikelytoendupinLindela.”�7However,migrantwomenwhoare
senttoLindelaaremoredistressedbythepotentialabusetheyfaceat
Lindelathantheprospectofbeingdeported.

FearsaboutbeingdetainedatLindelaarenotunfounded.Areport
releasedbytheMinisterialCommitteeofEnquiry(October2005)
reportedthat27detaineesdiedatLindelabetweenJanuaryandAugust
of2005.TheCommitteefoundthat“sleepingquartersareovercrowded
(some50inmatesperroom),”the“beddingandfoodsupplyisnotopti-
mal”andthereis“acommunicationprobleminparticularlanguagebar-
riers.”�8CitingreportsbytheSouthAfricanHumanRightsCommission,
LawyersforHumanRightsandotherorganizations,thecommittee:
“highlightedthepoorconditionsofdetentionatLindelaandconfirmed
complaintsofinhumanetreatmentandindignityofpersonsheldatthe
facility.Themajorityofcomplaintsconcentratedontheunlawfullong
detentionperiods,inadequatenutrition,irregularorinadequatemedical
care,generalpoorlivingconditions,limitedaccesstoinformation,assault
andthemistreatmentofminors.”�9

Womenwhowerewithout“money”or“connections,”sometimes
resortedtotradingsexwithpoliceofficerstoavoidbeingsenttoLindela.
AFocusGroupparticipantinJohannesburgnoted:

Sometimestheycanuseyou.Theycanhavesexwithyou.
Likewhenyoucomebackhewilltellyouwhathewantslike
sexandmostwomenfallforit,mostwomenwhentheywant
somethingtheyusesex,likewhentheyarearrestedthey
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sleepwithcopsjusttoletthemgo,ifthepolicemenaskyou
forsexyoumustknowthatyouareintrouble.[Policeask]
allthetime.Theystartbyproposingyou,askingforphone
numbers.Thepoliceareworkingforthegovernmentand
theyareeverywheresotheycanaskyouquestionthenask
youforthatsomething.Let’ssaythatyouarearrestedand
youdon’thaveanymoneyandheproposes,youwillsay
yesjusttogetout,iftheysaythattomorrowyouaregoing
toLindelayouwilldoitjustnottogohome.Theydon’t
[offerto]doit,thepoliceaskforit,theysayifyouneedany
helphavesexwithme.Theyrathersleepwithapolicethan
goingtoLindela(FocusGroup2).

DuringtheinterviewsandFocusGroups,anumberofwomenshared
theirownexperiencesofbeingarrestedanddetainedatLindela.These
storiesrevealedneglect,abuseandpoortreatment,andsolicitationof
bothmonetarybribesandsexinexchangeforbeingreleasedfromthe
facility.AMalawianmigrantdescribedhowshehadbeenarrestedby
policeofficerswhorefusedtoacceptherbribesandtookhertoLindela,
alongwiththreeothermigrants:

Ihadajobintownandtheyfoundmeonthestreet,and
itwasIandanothersisterandanothergirlandaboyfrom
Zimbabwe.ThisboyfromZimbabwehadanID,Iandthe
sisterandthegirl,theytookustoLindela.Whenwetried
togivethemmoneytheysaidtheydon’ttakemoneyatthe
policestation.WhenwewereinLindelawefoundsome
guyswhotakemoney–ifyouhaveR400theyletyougo,if
youdon’thaveR400youstayinside.Thesisterthatwewere
withgotoutbecauseshehadtheR400,butus,wedidn’t
havethemoney–wewentinside(Participant9).

Thesamemigrantsaidthatshehadwitnessedofficials“sharing”
anotherdetainee,andsheherselfhadbeenpropositionedinexchangefor
beingreleased:

Thefoodwasterribleandtheydidn’ttreatuswell….People
ofSouthAfrica,theygotoourcountryMalawitovisitbut
wedon’tdothethingsthattheydotous.Girlsherethey
havesecrets–theyshareamongstthemselves,andIsawa
girlfromZimbabwe,theyaresharingher,butIdon’tknow
whethersheagreedornot.Sheissharedbythesecurity.
Theyshareherliketheywanther.Theypromiseherthat
ifsheagreestheywilltakeherout.Thedaywewantedto
goouttheytookoutourphotos.Thenoneguyssaid,ifyou
lovemestayhere,Iwilltakeyouout,Iwon’tsendyouto
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whereyoucomefrom,youwillgotowhereyoustaynow.
Ididn’tagreebutIsaid,Iwon’tdoit,Isaidifyouarrest
meIamgoingbacktoMalawiandwon’tgobackagain
(Participant9).

AnotherFocusGroupparticipantfromZimbabweattemptedtobribe
policeinJohannesburgtoavoiddetention.Whenherbribewasturned
down,shewastakentoLindela,whereshestatedthatdetaineeswere
deniedfood,andwerephysicallyabusedbyofficials:

WhileIwasstaying[inAlexandra]Iwasalwaysavictimfor
thepolicearrestsandraidseverytime….AttimesIwould
bribethembutatothertimestheyturneddownabribe….If
wedon’tbribethemthey’lltakeuswiththemtothepolice
station.Butwhatusedtoamazemewasthatthiswasdone
bythesamepeopleeverytimeandtheyknewustheywould
makeuspay,onedayfoundmealoneandmyfriendwas
notthere,theytookmetoLindelawheretheykeptmefor
twoweeksandfromtheretheytookmehome.Iwentback
homeandthenIreturnedbackhere….Itdependsonhow
youtalk,sometimes[thepolice]canallowyounottogo
toLindelaorsometimestheyrefusetotakemoneyfromus
andtakeustoLindela.It’shardthere,thesecuritiesbeatus,
andlifethereisjustnotgood.Wearesometimesdeniedto
eatandsometimeswegetitlateandtheygiveuslittlefood
andwe’rehungry.Inaccordancetomeit’snotrightbecause
everytimeIreturnfromLindelaIwillbeverysick.Weeat
porridge.Theygiveteawithmilkalreadyandyoucan’tsee
iftheyhaveputsomethinginsideyourtea,andasingleslice
ofbread.Andatthreeintheafternoon,theygiveusalittle
pap.That’sallweeat.Wedobathe[and]sleepbutwehave
toshareblanketsyetwe’resleepingonsingleseparatedbeds.
Theyhavebedbugs(FocusGroup�,Participant6).

Anotherwomanthoughtthat“pills”wereaddedtothefoodat
Lindela.Suspicionaboutthefoodasasourceofillnesswasalsofoundby
theMinisterialCommitteeofInquiry,particularlyamongstZimbabwean
migrantswhowere“concernedaboutdeathsatthefacility[andthe]lack
oftransparencyonthepartofLindelaandConsulatesthatrepresentthe
interestoftherulingpartyinZimbabwe.”TheMinisterialCommittee
reportedthatorganizationsrepresentingdetainedZimbabweans“claim
thatpeopledetainedarehealthybutonlycontractillnessafterafewdays
oftheirdetention.Detaineesarenotavailedtoemergencymedicalcare
andtheysuspectfoodasthecauseofdeaths…Theypointedoutthat
therewerepeoplewhoweredeportedtoZimbabwewhilstonacriti-
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calstate.ZimbabweanofficialsattheBeitBridgeBorderPosthavealso
raisedconcernsaboutstrangepatternsofillnesses.”40

WhetherornotsuchclaimsaboutthefoodatLindelaarewell-found-
ed,theMinisterialCommitteefoundthattheresponsetoillnessamongst
detaineeswasinadequate.Detaineeswhowereillwereonlyreferred
tothehospital“inlatestagesofillness(criticallyillandterminal)”and
asaresult“70%ofpatientsdiedwithinonedayofarrival[atLeratong
Hospital]withnoopportunityforspecialinvestigations.”TheCommittee
alsoreportedthatpatienthistorieswerenotrecordedatLindelaorcom-
municatedtohospitalstaff,andthatovercrowdedconditionswithinthe
facilityhaveledtothespreadofMeningococcalMeningitisandother
communicablediseases.4�

AmigrantinaMakhadoFocusGroupengagedincross-bordertrade
describedhowshewaswokenbypoliceofficerswhilesleepingatastation
inBeitbridge.Afterpoliceofficersdemandedtoseeherpassport,declara-
tionformsandthegoodsshewascarrying,shewastakentothepolice
stationandaskedtopayabribe“sothatwecanbeafraidandgivethem
something.”AlthoughshepaidR�00,shewasstilltakentoLindela:

[Thepolice]camewhileweweresleepingandtheyasked
forthepassportandweshowedthemandeverythingwehad
andtheysaidthatwearegoingtoourofficeswewentto
theiroffices,andwhenwegottheretheysaidthateachof
usmustpayR�00andwepaiditandwestayedforfivedays
andtheytookustoLindelaonthesixthdayandwestayed
atLindelaforsevendaysandtheydidn’tmentionwhatwas
theR�00forandwepaidoutofourownpockets.Wehad
declaredourgoodsandwehadpassports(FocusGroup5,
Participant2).

AtLindela,shewassubjectedtoinvasivebodysearchesanddeprived
offood:

WepaidevenifIhadtogohome,ifyousaidthatyoudid
nothaveanymoneyyoujustgotheretoday,theywould
sendaladytosearchusanditwasirritatingandshewear
gloves.Simplybecausewearehidingthemoney,wehideit
inourprivateparts.Yes,thisladytheygotthatR�00and
therewereaboutelevenofusandtheydidn’tassistuswith
anythingtheyleftustostarve.Theyleftuswithoutfood.
Wespentthewholesixdayswithoutfood,buttheygaveus
alittlebitporridgeinthemorningandabitofpapandsome
vegetables,that’swhentheystartedtoassessusaccording
toourage.Howoldwewere,sothattheycantransport
us,theoldwouldgowiththeoldandtheyouthwiththe
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youthbecausetheywereusingasmallvan.FromLindela
weusedasmallvantoBeitbridge,fromBeitbridge,someof
thethingsweremissingandsomepeoplelosttheypassports
becausetheywereholdingourpassports.Thepolice,some
whenwetoldthemthatourthingsweremissingtheysaid
thatitsnottheirfault(FocusGroup5Participant2).

treatMent�at�hoSPitalS

Migrantwomenalsofrequentlyreceivepoortreatmentfrom
staffatclinics,hospitalsandotherhealthfacilities.Women
statedthattheywereoftenmetwithxenophobicattitudes,
receivedsubstandardmedicaltreatment,wereover-charged

forservices,orweredirectlyturnedawayfromhospitalsandclinics.A
numberofwomenviewedcityhospitalsinJohannesburgastheleast
likelytooffertreatmenttomigrants.

OnemigrantparticipatinginaFocusGroupinMakhadosaidofhos-
pitalandclinicstaff,“thefirstthingtheysay–makwerekwere”(Focus
Group6).AsecondFocusGroupparticipantinJohannesburgdescribed
howhospitalsexpress“prejudice”againstforeigners:

WhatIknowisthat,ifyouareaforeignerotherhospitals
areprejudiceagainstyou.Theydon’ttreatyouwellasa
personfromthiscountry.Ihaveexperiencedthis;thisnurse
wastryingtogetafightwithme.Shetoldallthosenurses
thatIwasrudetoher;evenpeoplefromthiscountrywere
rudetoher,becauseshewasrudetothem,andtheywanted
tohither.Shetreatedmebadly,butpeopledidn’tlikewhat
shewasdoingtome,andalsothewayshetreatedthem.If
theyseethatyou’reaforeignerit’sworse(FocusGroup4,
Participant�).

Twowomenexplainedhowtheyhadbeentoldto“gobackto
Zimbabwe”whenseekingmedicaltreatmentatclinics:

It’slikemewhenIgototheclinic.Iwenttotheclinicand
Ihadaheadache,andwhenIgottherethenurseaskedme
whatwasmyproblemandItoldherthatmyheadisaching
andshesaidthatwhycan’tyougotoZimbabwe.Because
IwassickIwenttheretoseekhelp,butshetoldmetogo
toseekhelpatZimbabwe,andItoldherthatI’mnothere
forholidaybutI’mherebecauseI’msick.ItoldherthatI
didnotcomeforpolitics.Shejustgavemesometabletsand
Ileft,shedidn’tevencheckmytemperatureoranything
(FocusGroup5).
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IrememberthelasttimeIwenttoclinicandtheother
personsaidthisoneisfromZimbabweshemustgobackto
Zimbabweyouwon’tgetanymedicine.WegivetheSouth
Africansonly.ThismedicineisforSouthAfricanonly.They
onlygavemePanadoeveninthehospitals(FocusGroup6).

AFocusGroupparticipantinterviewedinJohannesburgsaidthat
nurseshadrefusedtospeaktoherinEnglish,andrefusedtoattendto
heruntilSouthAfricanpatientshadbeentreated:

WhenIwaspregnantIwenttotheclinicandthenursesjust
saidspeaktheSouthAfricanaccent.Iwassevenmonths
pregnantandIwenttherenotknowingonlyEnglish,no
otherlanguage,andtheyweresayingthisisSouthAfrica
speakourlanguage.Theydidn’tattendmeandtheydidn’t
payattentiontome,andeveryonetheyjustpassedbyme
andattendingtootherSouthAfricanswhoarepregnant.
AndIwentthereearlyinthemorningandIcamethere
abouttwobedsorsomething.Theytreatedmebutlate,they
didnotpayattentiontome.Theycamelateronandsay
whatareyousayingnow.ItwasmyfirsttimewhenIwentto
registermynameattheclinic.Theydidattendtomewell,
butwhenIwasgivingbirththeywereveryunfriendly(Focus
Group�,Participant2).

AsecondFocusGroupparticipantdescribedhowshehadanticipated
thatshewouldhaveproblemsregisteringinadvanceforthebirthofher
childatJohannesburghospitals.Instead,shedecidedtogivebirthata
medicalfacilityinChiawelo,Soweto.Onadmissionshewasmetwitha
negativereactionfromnurses:

IonlygotaproblemonthedaythatIwasgivingbirthon.
Mynursethatwashelpingme,IthinkfromBophuthatswana
orLesotho,I’mnotreallysure.WhenIgotinsidethehospi-
talsheaskedwhereIwasfromandwhywasIcryingloudly?
ItoldherIwasfromMozambique.Shesaid:“Mozambique?
YoucametoSouthAfricaandleftMozambicannurses
sleepingbackhomeandyouchosetocomeandbotherus
here.”ShetoldmethatI’llhavetotakecareofmyselfand
thatshewasn’tgoingtohelpme.Youknow,shetriedto
lieaboutmetotheothernursesthatcamein–twonurses
camein–theyaskedwhyIwassleepingonthefloor?She
toldthemthatIwasrudetoher,howcanyoubedisrespect-
fultoapersonifyou’reinpain.Iwasabouttogivebirthand
shetookmybabytobathit.Shecamebackwiththebaby
andItoldherthattherewassomethingIneededtotellher.
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Ithankedherforhelpingme,becauseIalmostdied–Itold
herthatthisothernurseliedaboutme.Allthesestoriesshe
toldyouwerealllies,shewantedmedead.Thesearethose
nursesthatarecruel(FocusGroup4).

Again,heraccountofbeingtoldto“takecareofmyself”and“sleep-
ingonthefloor”beforegivingbirthsuggesteddangerouslevelsof
neglect,andaviolationoftherightofaccesstobothreproductiveand
emergencyhealthcare.

Athirdmigrantrecountedhowshehadexperiencedsimilartreatment
atahospitalwhereshewasadmittedwhileinlabour:

TheyrefusedtoattendtomewhenIwasinlabouratthe
hospital.Theywererefusing,Iwasinredandthebabywas
comingoutalone,Iwascryingalone,yestheyleftmybaby
alone….Theydidn’tassistme,andaftertheyheardthe
babycrying,somebodycameinquicklybutIhadalready
givenbirthbythen….Itwasverypainfuloutthereinthe
car.Peoplefromothercountriestreatmelikewearesis-
tersandbrothers.Eveninhospitaltheytreatusbad.Ifwe
arenotpunctualtheydon’ttreatus,insteadtheyinsult
usandsay‘goaway,makwerekwere’.Theytreatusbadin
governmenthospitals.Iwantthemtochangetheirattitude
becauseweareallAfricansandblack,weareallthesame
(FocusGroup�,Participant�).

Experiencesofneglect,inattentionandmaltreatmentwerecommon
amongstmigrantwomenadmittedtohospitalsandclinicstogivebirth.
Thiswasalsothecaseformigrantwomenseekingtreatmentforserious
illnessesandemergencies.OneFocusGroupparticipantdescribedher
experienceofseriousillness,laterdiagnosedasmeningitis.Shehadwait-
edforthreehoursataclinicwithoutbeingseenbyadoctororadmitted
toabed,whileSouthAfricanpatientsweretreatedimmediatelyafter
arriving.Eventually,shewastoldtoleavetheclinicbecausetherewas
insufficientspacetoadmither(FocusGroup2,Participant2).

Anumberofmigrantwomenalsosuspectedthattheywereover-
chargedwhenvisitingpublicclinicsandhospitals.Perceptionsofover-
chargingwereoftencomplicatedbydifficultyincommunicatingwith
medicalstaffinEnglishorotherlanguages,andlackofunderstandingof
publichealthcarecostingandbillingstructures:

Iwon’tgotoregisteratJohannesburgHospital….Because
atthetimewhenIwassupposedtoregister,Icouldn’t
understandproperlywhattheyweresaying.Firstly,whenyou
gothere,theywantanI.D….Idon’thave.Iusemypassport
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andmypassportisathome,yousee?ThenextthingIhave
togotoRandclinicandatthatclinictheymakeyoupay,
yousee?OrI’llgotoadoctorandI’llhavetopay,likenow
ifyouwanttogivebirththeychargeR�200…formetobe
abletodeliverababysinceIdon’thaveapassportoraID
(FocusGroup4,Participant8).

Sometimestheytreatusbad,especiallyinclinicswhenyou
aresick.IwassicksoIwenttotheJohannesburgHospital.
Iaskedthemtohelpmebuttheyaskedmetoshowthem
anIDandapassport,theysaidImustpay.Ihadtopay
R�500tohaveafileandtobetreated….ItoldthemIdon’t
havethatkindofmoney,sotheydidn’ttreatme.Ireturned
thenextweek–theytoldmethesamething,ItoldthemI
don’thavemoney,Iworkinthestreetsdoinghair….Ifyou
areaforeignergoingtothehospital,theytreatyoubadly
(Participant�2).

Thesetextshighlightaparticularproblemformigrantwomenin
SouthAfrica.Whilemanyarelegallyandconstitutionallyentitledto
accesshealthcareandcannotbedeniedemergencymedicaltreatment,
thosewhoareeitherundocumented,casuallyemployedorworkingin
theinformalsectorareunabletoverifytheirstatusinSouthAfricaor
provideproofoftheirlevelofincome.Asaresult,womenmigrantsare
unabletoqualifyforlow-costmedicaltreatmentormeetprohibitivecosts
atprivateclinics,andthereforeoftengowithoutbasichealthcare.

Migrantwomenalsoencounteredanumberofotherbarriersto
accessingadequatemedicalcareinSouthAfrica.Foramigrantfarm
workerparticipatinginaMakhadoFocusGroup,thesebarriersincluded
unfairtreatmentbyheremployer,distrustofthepolice,andfearofarrest
anddeportation.ShedescribedtwopregnanciesinSouthAfrica,andlos-
ingbothbabiesasaresultoflackofaccesstomedicaltreatment:

Iwentto[afarm],IfoundaguythereIfellinlovewith
himandIwaspregnantwithhischildandIwasworking,it
wasninemonthsandIfeltlabourpainsandItoldthefore-
manandhetoldhisbossthatthiswomanneedstogotothe
clinic,thenthebosssaidthatnottodaybuttomorrow….I
don’tknow[whytheysaidthat],maybethebossdidn’tlike
metogotohospital,itwasduringthemonthandIdidhave
moneyormaybetheforemanaskedhimformoney,buthe
gavetheforemanthebakkietotakemetothecompound
andhetookmethereandheleftmethere,togivebirthto
achildalone.Itwasintheplacenta,Ididnotknowhowto
tearoffthatthing.
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Withoutanyassistance,Igavebirthtothechild–itwas
bleedingandaftertwohoursitdiedbecauseIdidn’tknow
whattodo.Sotheforemantoldhisbossandthebosscalled
thepoliceandtheyaskedmethatIwantedtoabort.Isaid
no,ItoldthemthatItoldthebossthatIwantedtogoto
thehospitalbuthesaidtomorrow,andthebossrefusedthat
hesaidthat,sothepolicesaidthatifwefindthatyouwere
tryingtoabortthechildwearegoingtoarrestyou.Then
thebosstookmetotheclinicandtheycheckedmeand
theyfoundthatIdidn’tdonothingwrong,theysendme
backtothecompound,duringthemonththeygavememy
salaryandtoldmethattheworkisover.

Thepolicegotthereandfoundthebabyandsaidthat
itsnottheirjob,theycalledtheemergencyservicewhen
theygottherealsotheysaidthatitsnottheirjobthisisfor
undertakerthenfromthereIdon’tknowwhathappenedto
thebaby.

[Atthe]Hotel,whereIgotagainpregnant,atsixmonthsI
wasintownIgotinabusandfeltpainsthenItoldsomeone
thatI’mpregnantandI’mhavingpainsinmystomach,the
personshoutedIwasfurious,sohetoldthedrivertodrive
alittlebitfasterandwhenwegottotheKingKornsomego
outandfoundhelp,theytookmeoutofthebusandthen
Ihadmymiscarriage,Iwasafraidofthepolice.Because
thepeoplethatIworkedwithtoldmethatIdon’thavea
passportIshouldnotgotothehospitalIwillgetarrested,
that’swhyIhadamiscarriagealongtheN�andthepolice
cameandaskedwhathappenedandmymadamtoldthatI
hadamiscarriageandtheolderwomencameandthrowthe
babyawayjustlikethat…itwasmymadamwhotoldthat
womantodothat.Iwasshivering,themadamtookmeto
thecompoundandgaveaglassofwaterandabathandshe
toldmetimesothatIcouldrest,whenI’mfeelingbetterwe
cangotothehospital(Participant5,FocusGroup5).

NewsoftheneglectandpoortreatmentofforeignwomeninSouth
Africanclinicsandhospitalshasspreadquicklywithinmigrantcommuni-
ties.Manywomenweredeeplysuspiciousandfearfulofmedicaltreat-
mentandinstitutionsinSouthAfrica.Rumoursflyandarebelieved:

Ifyou’renotaSouthAfricanyouloseyourbaby(Focus
Group4,Participant�).
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Thechildrenarebeingmurderedthere[inthehospital].
IheardthatattheJohannesburgHospitaltheygivethe
babiestheirinjectionswithadirtyneedle,afteryouhave
givenbirth.Andsecondlytheyswitchthebabies,ifyouare
notcarefultheyswapthebabiesaround.I’mtellingyou
this,becauseI’vebeentohospitalandI’veheardpeople
fromSouthAfricatalkingaboutit.Andtheyaregivendirty
injections;it’sevenbetterifyougivebirthoutsidethecoun-
try,outsider–after2or�monthsyoumayloseyourbaby….
Ididn’thearitfromoutsidepeopleIhearditfrompeople
thatbelongtothiscountry.Ididn’tregister,becauseIdon’t
haveanID…butthisIheardSouthAfricansthathave
registered.Theysayyoushouldbecareful,becausethenurs-
esareinaconspiracy….SouthAfricanssaidthisandnot
aforeigner.Theyaretalkingaboutsomethingthathappens
inhospitals.Theywanttoknowwhybabiesaregivendirty
injectionandwhybabiesareswaparound.Theysayyou
shouldbecarefulaftergivingbirth;SouthAfricanwomen
spokeallthis(FocusGroup4).

treatMent�aS�WoMen

MVPparticipantsalsoenduredgendereddiscriminationandabusein
SouthAfricainanumberofdifferentways.

Althoughmostparticipantsfeltthatmenandwomenaregenerally
treated“thesame”inSouthAfrica,interviewtextsrevealedgendered
differencesinwomen’sexperiences.Womenwerecertainlyseenasmore
vulnerabletocrime:

Ithinkthegovernmentdoesn’t[have]anyissueswithany-
bodywho’sgottheirpapers.Okay,asthehumanbeingout-
sideinthecommunity,ifyou’reamanthepeoplearealways
scaredofyou,soIthinkifyouareamanyourlifeismuch
easierbecauseifyouwalkinthestreetyou’renotscaredof
anybody.ButwhenIwalkaroundHillbrowIalwaysthink,
whatifsomebodygrabsmeandshovesmeintoadarkplace
andrapesmeandthingslikethat…whatifthesemen
–hmmmm,comingtowardsme.Whatifhetakesmyphone
orrapesmeorkillsmefornoreason(Participant�9).

WhilemalemigrantsinSouthAfricamightbeequallyfearfulofvul-
nerabilitytocrime,oneparticipantsuggestedthat“ifyouareamanyour
lifeismucheasier”because“you’renotscaredofanybody.”
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WomenalsofeelmorevulnerabletocrimeinSouthAfricathanin
theircountriesoforigin:

Crime,it’seasy,anyonehasagunhere,evendifferentfrom
ourcountries,theycometousandsaythatyouarekwere-
kwere,youcan’tdonothingtousevenwekillyou,it’sokay
becausewearekwere-kwere….Foreignerscan’treportcrime
becausetheyareafraid(FocusGroup2,Participant�).

InZimbabwerapecasesaretherebutthey’renotmuch,they
arenotthathigh.It’sthreetimesraretohearsomebodyhas
beenrapedbuthereyoualwayshearrapetimesfour,you
see,andpeopleshooting,theyarealwaysscaredofthose
things(Participant�9).

Migrantwomen’sfearsofvulnerabilitytocrimewerecompounded
bydistrustofpoliceofficers.Womenalsodiscussedahigherlevelofdis-
trusttowardsmeninSouthAfricathanintheircountriesoforigin.A
migrantfromZimbabwestatedthatsheisnow“afraidmenarethieves”
andthatmigrantwomen“can’twelcomeamanbecauseyouareafraid”
(Participant47).

Withmostoftheinterviewparticipantsdescribingthemselvesas
“single,”discussionofgendereddifferencesinmigrationexperiencesalso
ledwomentotalkabouttheirownrelationships.Manyofthewomen
describedadesiretofindpartnersandenterintolong-termrelationships.
Thiswasparticularlytrueoflong-termmigrantsintendingtostayin
SouthAfricaonapermanentbasis.Severalwomenwerewaryofcasual
relationships,andoneFocusGroupparticipantasked,“Wearestranded
here,whataboutus?Whatarewegoingtodo,becauseyoucan’tjustgo
toanywhereandsleepwithanyone?”Amigrantparticipatinginthesame
FocusGroupaddedconcernsaboutAIDSandothersexuallytransmitted
infections,cautioningthatitis“verydifficultnowtojustsleepwithother
men,there’sAIDS….Youcancatch[infections]andyoudiewhatwill
happentoyourchildren?”(FocusGroup5).

WomenwereclearlyfrustratedbyperceptionsamongstSouthAfricans
thattheywouldtryto“steal”husbandsormarrycitizenssolelytoobtain
residence.

OneMakhadoFocusGroupparticipantsaidthatforeignmenand
womenarebothblamedforthesamething:“Thesethingsaboutrela-
tionshipsisfunnybecausetheSouthAfricanwomenaresayingNigerians
aretakingourmanasmuchasNigeriansarecomplainingthatSouth
Africansaretakingtheirman,butIthinkitdoesn’tmatter,itismatterof
howyoutakeit”(FocusGroup6).

SomeofthewomendidnotdifferentiatebetweenSouthAfricansand
menofothernationalitiesaspotentialpartners.WomeninaMakhado
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FocusGroupsuggestedthatrelationshipsare“amatterofhowyoutake
it”that“hastodowithwhatyouarelookingforinapartner,”soit
“doesn’tmatterwhetheryourpartnerisaSouthAfricanorwherever”
(FocusGroup6).AJohannesburgFocusGroupparticipantagreedthat
thequalityofarelationshipwasnotdeterminedbyindividualnationality:

[Men]areallthesameifhecantrustyouandyoutrusthim
thenthiswillwork,Iknowthatmenarethesame–they
justwanttrust.Itdoesnotmatterwhereistheguyfromas
longasyoulovehimitsgood,becausehecansaythatheis
notmarriedwhileheissoyouwillneverknowbetterlove
fromtheperson(FocusGroup2,Participant6).

OthermigrantwomenweremorewaryofSouthAfricanmen:

Most[SouthAfricanmen]theyjustwanttomarry
Zimbabweanwomen,attheendofthedaySouthAfrican
men,theysaythat[Zimbabweanwomen]arewellbehaved
andworkhard.It’strue(FocusGroup5).

Itdependswhattypeofguyishe,someoftheseguystake
chances–likeZimbabweans,theysaythewomenfromthat
sidearesoft–ifyoustaywithhimafter2monthshewill
startgettingfunnywhenyouasktheywillfightyou.They
areallnottrustworthy.SouthAfricanguysknowhowto
abusewomen(FocusGroup2,Participant5).

MeninSouthAfricaarejealousandtheyuseguns,back
homeitsdifferent–men,theyuseas’jambock(FocusGroup
2,Participant�).

[SouthAfricanmen]willalsobeatyouup.SouthAfrican
menareabusive.Theyarerough.Yes.Theydon’t[mess]
aroundthey’llhityou.Theytakethebeerbottleandhit
youwithitandtheydon’tmiss.[Menfromothercountries
alsohityou],butnotasSouthAfricans(FocusGroup4,
Participant5).

[Menfromothercountries]don’tknowhowtouseweap-
ons.He’llshowyouaknifeandtellyouthathe’llstabthe
livingdaylightsoutofyou.It’shardformen[fromother
countries]todothat.Iusuallylistentotheradioandhear
howwomenabuseishigh,Ilistentothenewsontheradio
andSouthAfricahasahighrateofwomenabuse.Thisyear
alreadyI’veheard�storiesofmenwhohavekilledtheir
wivesandkidswithguns.Hewillshoothiswifeandchild;
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he’llevenkillhisownmother-in-law.Thingslikethatyou
see?(FocusGroup4).

Migrantwomenexpressedanumberofotherfearsrelatedtorelation-
shipswithSouthAfricanmen,primarilyaroundpotentiallossofinde-
pendence,lossofmaterialgoodsorassets,andthedifficultyofovercom-
ingculturaldifferences.AFocusGroupparticipantwhofearedaSouth
Africanpartnerwouldlimitheraccesstoherfamilyandchildrenin
Zimbabwepreferredtostartarelationshipwithapartnerwhowasalsoa
migrant:

[Myboyfriend]isfromthatotherside.It’sbecauseI’ve
gotkidsinZimbabwe,soifIgetaboyfriendhereinSouth
Africa,he’llforcemetogoandstayathishomeandmykids
willstarve,fromhowIviewit(FocusGroup5).

Asecondwomanfeltthatshewouldbeunabletofollowthedifferent
cultural“rules”imposedbyaSouthAfricanhusband:

YoufindthatSouthAfricanmenhavetoomanyrules.Rules
thatyouwon’tunderstand,likethatyoushouldn’twork,
gooutsideorhe’lljustgiveyoutoomanyrulesjustbecause
you’remarried(FocusGroup4,Participant8).

Severalothermigrantssuspectedthat,onceinarelationship,aSouth
Africanmanmighteasilyreverttothexenophobicattitudesandbehav-
ioursofothercitizens:

It’shardtogetmarriedhere.Wearescaredtogetmarried
toSouthAfricans.Letmesaythat,I’mscaredofgetting
marriedtoaSouthAfrican,becauseIthinkthatonceyou’re
marriedtohimhemightturnandsayyou’renotfromhere,
you’reakwere-kwerefromZimbabwe(FocusGroup4).

TheyalsofearedthatSouthAfricanpartnersorhusbandscouldeasily
takeadvantageofthemifrelationshipsbrokedown:

Maybewhenwe’remarriedandhadbought[property]
–he’lltellyoutoleaveandgobacktoZimbabweandnot
takeanything.Orthatyou’reusinghisnametostayhere
permanentlyandgetmarried.Suppose,maybeyou’rework-
ing.Yousellright,evenifit’satthestreets,thatmoneywill
helpyoubuyfoodinthehouse.Youbuythingsforthehouse
withthatmoney.Andwhenhedoesn’twantyouanymore,
he’llchaseyououtandtellyouthatyou’reakwere-kwere.
So,thosearethe–you’llnevergetyourthings.Yes,you’rea
kwere-kwere,right?So,you’llgetnothing(FocusGroup4).
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Manymigrantwomensaidthattheypreferredtobeinrelationships
withnon-SouthAfricansforasonestated,“wepreferourown.”These
preferenceswereagainlinkedtonegativeperceptionsaboutSouth
Africanmen,andstoriesofphysicalabuse.AsaMalawianFocusGroup
participantcommented,“Thekwere-kweresarefar,muchbetter–they
arecaringandloving”(FocusGroup4,Participant5).

Somewomenmigrantsalsopreferpartnersfromsimilarcultural
backgroundstotheirown,andwhosharesimilarsocialnormsandval-
ues.OneFocusGroupparticipantexplainedthatshepreferredtohave
relationshipswithotherZimbabweansbecause“theyknowmeandthey
willknowhowtotreatmetherulesandtheculture”(FocusGroup2).
Relationshipswithmenofthesamenationalityorofasharedcultural
backgroundallowedmigrantwomenthesensethattheycouldbetterpre-
dictgenderedrolesandbehaviours.Forsomewomen,malebehaviours
andgenderrolesthatwerenegative,butpredictable,werepreferableto
the“foreign”andseeminglyunpredictableterritoryofrelationshipswith
SouthAfricanmen.Onewomanwhodescribedhow“inMozambique
theythinkthatawomanshouldbebeatenup”stillpreferredrelationships
withMozambicanmenratherthanSouthAfricans:

PeoplefromMozambiquedon’t[useweaponstoabuse
women].Theyonlyhaveonefaultandthatisthattheylove
women.Mozambicanmenlovewomen.Theycandatetwo
womenfromthesamestreetatthesametime.Evenwhere
wesell,theycandatetwodifferentwomenfromthesame
spotthatwesellat.Mozambicanwomenarestrict;wecook,
cleananddothelaundryforyourman.Andwedothe
householdchoressothatwhenhearriveshe’llfindthateve-
rythingisingoodshape.But!Theyfollowthistraditionthat
awomanisawoman;ifIwanttoIcanstopher.Peoplefrom
ourcountry–inMozambique,theythinkthatawoman
shouldbebeatenup.Youshouldobeythemallthetime,as
heistheonewhoprovides,youshouldaskhimforevery-
thing.Hewillharassyou,becausehe’sthebreadwinnerof
thefamily.Buttheydon’tuseweaponsorthingstohityou
with.Theydon’tusuallydothat(FocusGroup4Participant
4).

AsecondMozambicanmigrantparticipatinginthesameFocusGroup
discussionchallengedanytoleranceofphysicalabuseonthebasisof
sharednationalityorculture.Atthesametime,shepointedoutthat
migrantwomenhavelittlerecoursetoreportabusetopoliceinSouth
Africa:

Mozambicanwomenhaveaproblemwithourmen.These
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menliketofetchusfromMozambiqueandbringushere.
Whileyou’reherehe’dgiveyouproblems,sometimeshehits
youortellsyouthatyoushouldgooutside.Youshouldn’tgo
totheshop.Youactuallygonowhere.Yousee?Sometimes
ifthismangivesyouproblemswegetscaredtogotothe
police,becausewe’rescaredthatthey’llarrestus.Weget
scaredtogotothepolicestation.We’rescaredofourhus-
bands.I’mnotscaredtogotothepolicestationtoreport
apersonthathasdonemewrong.Buttheirhusbandsthat
fetchtheminMozambiquetobringthemheregivewomen
fromMozambiqueproblems.Theyarescaredtogotothe
policestationtoreportanycrimes.Theysaytheyarescared
thatthey’llarrestthem(FocusGroup4Participant�).

iMPortance�of�Migration�for�WoMen�in�Sadc

Beyondtheindividualexperiencesofparticipants,theMVP
studyalsosoughttoassesshow“important”migrantsthinkthat
migrationisforwomenintheregionoverall.Mostfeltthat
migrationisextremelyimportantintheregion,particularlyfor

women.Theimportanceofmigrationwasmostoftenlinkedtotheeco-
nomicbenefitsaccruedbymigrantwomenandtheirfamilies,butother
benefitsincludedaccesstoeducation,opportunitiesfortrainingandskills
developmentandexposuretodifferentcultures.

Giventhatmanyofthewomeninterviewedhadbeen“pushed”to
migratebyfactorssuchaspovertyandhardshipandhadexperienced
improvementsinincomelevelsandqualityoflifeaftermigrating,migrant
womenoftenlinktheimportanceofmigrationtoeconomicopportunity.
Manyemphasizedthesignificanceofbeingabletosupportandprovide
forchildrenandextendedfamilies.

Inseveralcases,migrationwasviewedasanimportanteconomic
strategyforwomenwhohadbecomeprimaryhouseholdbreadwinnersin
theabsenceofmalepartners:

[Migrationis]veryimportant,likemeIamnotmarried,I
havetolookaftermykids,soladieshavetoworkforthem-
selvesifyouaredivorcedorsingle,youhavetoworkfor
yourkidandyourfamily(Participant�4).

Itisimportantbecausewesupportourchildrenbecause
someofus,ourmenleaveus–theygoaway.Soyouwon’t
justsitdownandwaitforyourmantocomebackbecause
thingsgetworse.Youhavetobeabletofeedyourchildren
becausewhenyourbabygrowwithoutafatheritisnotright
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–thatthinghurts.Otherwomenareabletogoupanddown
sothattheycansupporttheirchildrenandeducatethem
becauseapersonwon’tbeabletogrowwithoutgoingto
school.Whatkindoffuturewouldthatpersonhavebecause
hisfatherwasn’tthere,sothebabymustnotgotocrècheor
school?Evenuswomen,wehavetofightbecauseweknow
whatwewant,wedon’thavetodependonmen(Participant
9).

Otherinterviewparticipantssuggestedthat,withorwithoutmale
partners,womenintheregionwouldcontinuetoassumeprimaryrespon-
sibilityforsupportinghouseholdsandfamilies.Migrationwastherefore
viewedasastrategyforwomento“standupanddothingsforthem-
selves”andtobetterfulfiltheirsupportiverolesinthefamily:

Iftheirfamiliesareinneedtheymuststandup,andthey
mustdosomething,dothemselvesforachange.Gone
arethedayswhenyouwouldjustsitandexpectmento
feedyou,youhavegottodoitforyourselfsometimes
(Participant54).

Womenaretheoneswhotakecareoftheirfamiliesmostof
thetime.Becausewomenknowthatmyfamilyhastobathe,
eatandgetsomeclothing,butmendon’tcareforafamily.
Itisimportantforwomentostandanddothingsforthem-
selves(Participant28).

Yes,[itisimportantforwomentomigrate]becausetheyare
theoneswhoareresponsibleathome.Theyaretheones
whosupportthefamily.[Men]do,butwomenaretheones
thatworkharder(Participant24).

Othermenwhentheyareheretheydon’tdowhatthey
cameherefor,theygetmarried,theyforgetabouttheirkids,
andtheywon’tseeifyouaresufferingathome,that’swhyI
sayyouhavetomakeaplanasawoman.[Theexperiences
ofmenandwomen]aredifferentbecausewearetheones
whogivebirthandifyouhaveafamilyorchildrenyouare
theoneresponsibleforthosechildren,butman,whenthey
comeheretheydothisandthatandtheyforgetabouttheir
children.AsIamsittinghereIammakingmoneyformy
childrenandifthestockisfinishedIgobackhomebuteve-
rythingIneedIbuyitinmyhouse,butwomendothisand
that,youcanseethattheexperienceisnotthesamefrom
thatofman(Participant40).
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Awomanhasmorebrainsthanman.Amancanjustleave
hiswifehomeandcomethissideandsitandjustforget.
Maybeyouwillbesittingathomeandthennextthingyour
husbandhasanotherwifeinJohannesburg,butawomanwill
cometoJohannesburgandstillthinkofgoingbackhometo
herchildren….Amancanstayherefor�0yearswithout
returninghome.Wejustwaitforhim,whatwillwedo?He
wouldsay,“Can’tyouhearwhenIsaywhereIworkfrom
therearenophones?”Andwhenyouarejustawomanand
maybeyouareintheruralareathereisnothinglikephones.
Hewilltellyouthatyoudon’thavetowritehimaletter
‘causeonceyoudothathe’llbearrested.Soyoujuststayat
homeandwait(Participant28).

Forwomenalreadysituatedingendered“caring”roleswithinhouse-
holds,theadditionalresponsibilityofbecomingamainbreadwinner
couldpotentiallyhavebeenviewedasburdensome.However,manypar-
ticipantsinsteadunderscoredtheincreasedeconomicandpersonalinde-
pendencetheygainedthroughmigration.

Beyonditseconomicbenefits,participantssuggestedthattheexperi-
enceofmigrationwasimportantforwomenintheregionforanumberof
otherreasons.Anumberplacedahighvalueontheexperienceoftravel
itself;apositivefeatureofmigrationwidelyrecognizedamongstwealthier
travellersandtouristsbutoftenoverlookedinrelationtopoormigrants:

Yes,[migration]isimportant.Doyouthinkitisnicetobe
alazymotherandneverknowothercountriesbecauseyou
willfindyourselfinadifficultsituationwhenapersonask
youtocometoSouthAfrica,BotswanaorUK,youwouldn’t
knowwhattodo.Youwouldn’tknowwhattodoatthebor-
derorwhichformsdoyouhavetofillorwhat(Participant
2�).

Itisveryimportantbecauseifyoumigrateyougetexposure
tonewideas,youknowifyoustayinZimbabwe,Zimbabwe
isaclosedcountrytoyou,thingslikeinternetandtheselat-
esttechnology,inZimbabwetheycomeverylate,soifyou
migrateyoubecomeopen-minded(Participant69).

It’simportanttomebecausenowI’veexperiencedalot
intravelingfromonecountrytoanother,Iknowsomany
things,I’veexperiencedsomanythingsandthegoodthing
isthatInowknowdifferentcultures,wearejustalittle
bitdifferent,butotherwiseweAfricansarejustthesame
…ifIweren’tenjoyingit,Iwouldn’tbeherenow.I’mvery
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free,I’velearntsomanylanguages,Ionlyusedtospeak
mymothertonguebutnowIknowalittlebitofseSotho,
seTswana,isiXhosa,isiZuluandetc.Soit’sveryinteresting,
eventhoughIdidittoearnmoney,butnowI’mokay,andif
Icanskipamonthwithoutcominghere,Ifeellikethereis
somethingincompleteinme(Participant46).

Otherssuggestedthatthroughmigration,womenintheregionwere
abletoaccessincreasedopportunitiesforeducation,skillsdevelopment,
andentrepreneurship:

Itisimportantbecausewelearnlotsofthings,becausein
ourcountrieswearenotbusiness-oriented,butwhenyou
seewomenhereworking,youlearntowork.It’simportant
forwomentomigratebecausetheylearnlotsofthingsthat
haveameaninginlife.Youlearnalotofdifferentthings,
becausewhenIarrivedinthiscountryIdiscoveredthat
therearelotsofwomenthatworkandsellthingswhenthey
knockoffwork.SoIlearnedthatIcouldworkandselltoo,
atthesametime(Participant�7).

Becausewhenyouarepooryoudecidetoleaveandgoto
othercountries.Whenyouareathomeyouseeotherswho
arepoorandothersyouarenotevenfriendswith.Soit’s
betteryoumoveawayfromthemandseeotherpeoplewith
differentideas(Participant8).

Itissoimportantforwomen[totravel]becausetheyare
contributingtothesociety,accordingtomyview,theyare
bestfutureplannersascomparedtomen,andtheyachieve
moreskillsthattheydidn’thaveandtheypassthemon
toothers.Itincreaseswomen’sstatusbecausetheyareof
thecivilizednewgenerationwomen,andtheyarenotlike
womenfromtheancientdayswhousedtostayathome
andexpecttheirhusbandstoworkforthem….Migration
isimportantbecausewemigratefordifferentreasons,some
migratebecauseoftheirsituationsathome,sometodo
thingsthattheyarenotabletodowhentheyareattheir
homecountry,andsomemigratetofurthertheirstudies
becausetheycan’tlearnwhattheydesireintheirowncoun-
tries(Participant2).
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iS�Migration�eaSier�for�WoMen�or�Men?

Participantswereaskedhoweasyitisforwomentomigratein
theregion.Notably,inspiteofthedifficultiestheyencountered,
manyparticipantsfeltthatmigrationis“easy”forwomeninthe
region.Migrationisviewedas“easier”forwomenthanmen

amongstsomeparticipants.Mostoftenthiswasexplainedthrougha
numberofgenderedsocialcharacteristicsattributedtowomenmigrants.
First,womenmigrantsaresimplymore“likeable”thanmen,makingit
easiertonegotiatesocialinteractionsduringmigration:

Women’sexperiencesaredifferentfromthoseofmento
someextent.Manypeoplewillhelporassistawomanfirst,
someasamother,someasasister,someasamother-in-law
(Participant56).

Participantsalsosuggestedthatwomenmigrantsarelesslikelythan
mentobeviewedwithsuspicion,particularlybyofficialsatborderposts:

Idon’tthinkit’sdifficultbecausewhenyouarriveatthe
bordergatetheycheckvisaandthethingsyouhave,then
youenter–forthemenit’sverydifficult,unlikewomen
arenotnormallysuspectedbutmenarealwayssuspected
(Participant�0).

Theladiesarenevertreatedbadlybuttheguysaretreated
badly.Icansaythatagaintheyviewmenaspotentialcrimi-
nalsandtheladiesjustaspartners(Participant57).

Inthesecases,genderwasviewedasanadvantageforwomen
migrants,ratherthanasourceofincreasedvulnerability.

Second,inadditionto“likeable”and“trustworthy”qualities,partici-
pantssuggestedthatwomenarebetterableto“talk”or“speak”andbe
understoodbyothersthanmalemigrants:

Forawomanitisnotdifficult.Iknowwhenawomanspeaks
shecanbeheardbutforamanitisscarce(LongMalawi
6�).

Wecantalk–mancan’tdoanything,youknow,like
women.Sometimesmanfailtotalktoofficers,theysaywhat
canwedo(Participant47).

Idon’tknowhowtosaythis–it’sbecauseuswomen,the
thingthatGodgaveus,Idon’tknowifitisluckorwhat,
becausesometimeswetalktomanandtheyunderstandus,
butamantalkingtoanotherman,theydon’tunderstand
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eachother.Youfindthattheyneedmoneyandamanwon’t
takeouthismoney,andthentheywillfight,butuswoman,
whenapersonaskformoneyandyousayyoudon’thave
moneyandthenaskfortheirsympathyandexplainthatyou
havechildrentosupportandahouseandeverythingandI
amtheonlyoneandIdon’thaveaman(Participant9).

Athird,andunanticipatedadvantageforwomenmigrantswasthe
abilityto“remember”familymembersleftbehindincountriesoforigin.
Anumberofparticipantssaidmalemigrantshadatendencyto“forget”
partners,childrenandfamilies.Thetendencyofmalemigrantsto“come
thissideandsitandjustforget”maybelinkedtohistoricalpatternsof
traditionallymalelabourmigrationinSouthernAfrica,whichledtopro-
tractedabsencesbymalehouseholdheads.42OnewomanfromZimbabwe
notedthat:

Ifwecantakeamantocomeherehecanbeabletowork
andspendallhismoneyormarryanotherwoman,buta
womanisabletorememberthatsheleftherchildrenat
home.Thewomancanbeabletoworkandraiseherchil-
dren,supportthem,educatethemandsoforth.Asawoman
Ididn’tfaceanyproblemsandIdidn’tseeany,aslongas
yourdocumentsarerightIdon’tseewhatproblemstheycan
face(Participant29).

Theviewthatmenwereinasensedisadvantagedbyalesserobliga-
tiontowardsfamily,ortheinabilitytounderstandtheneedsofthose
leftbehind,challengestheideathatwomenmigrantsfeelhinderedby
dependantsandfamilycommitments.Theperceptionthatwomenwere
actually“advantaged”byconnectionstotheirfamilyandchildrenunder-
scoresanumberofgender-specific“skills”andcapabilities,suchasthe
capacitytoassumeincome-generatingproductiveroles,andtherepro-
ductiverolesofparentingandcaregiving.Thesecommentsalsohighlight
women’sindependenceasactorsindecidingtomigrateandinmigration
processes.

Atthesametime,womenidentifiedanumberofgenderedobstacles
tomigration,includinglimitedaccesstoresourcesandopportunities,
moreextensivehouseholdandfamilyresponsibilities,andvulnerabilityto
unequaltreatment,discriminationandharassment.First,somesaidthat
womenmigrantsarelessabletoaccessemploymentandjobsthanmen
because,accordingtoone,womenare“notabletostayforalongtime.”
Othersfeltthatemployersweremorelikelytohiremalethanfemale
migrants:

Ithinkitisdifficult.It’sbecauseifyouareawomanyou
arenotlikeaman.YoufindthatIamlookingforajobbut
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Ican’tfinditbutthejobsthatIfindtheyneedmanandit
becomesdifficultforme,itisnotthesame,itisdifferent
(Participant��).

Theyaredifferent.Especiallyontheissueofworkbecause
mengetsmorejobsthanwomen.Yes,it’sdifficultbecause
theywanttoyoutobeeducated.Whenyouareeducated
it’smuchbetter(Participant8).

Second,severalparticipantscommentedthatmigrationwasultimately
easierformenbecauseofreducedresponsibilitiesathome:

Yes,it’sdifferentbecausewewomenareherebecausewe
seeksurvivalforourkidstoeat.Butwithmen,theycome
thissideandtendtoforgetabouttheirkids,entertainments
ofthiscountryexcitethem(Participant�5).

IfIwereamanothermenwouldn’tbehappywithmebutI
wouldbepopularwithgirls.IknowthatIwouldn’tgetalong
withmenbutIwouldgetalongwithwomen....It’sbecause
womenhavetheexperience,theyareabletoknowwhen
theydothingstheywillgetthat,theydon’tthinkiftheyuse
thismoneyforthattheywillgetthis,andthismoneywill
helpthemtogetthisthing,butafemalepersonknowthat
ifIbuythisbreadandsellitlikeitwillgenerateformethis
moneyandIwillbeabletobuyshoes,pantiesandtrousers
formychild.MaybemychildisatschoolandhepaysR�50,
maybeifIamsellingtrousersmychildcanbeabletopay
schoolfeeswithhalfoftheamount,butamansometimeshe
doesthinkandsometimeshedoesn’tthink(Participant9).

Third,somewomenmigrantsalsofelttheyweremorevulnerableto
discrimination,harassmentandabusewhentravelingintheregion:

Theywouldn’ttreatmethiswaybecauseyou’llgetscaredof
aman.Youfindanother,thedriversarenotthesame,the
otheroneshoutsandonedayInearlyfoughtwithanother
driverinthetaxis.Youfindthatwearegettingboredand
wearetravelinglongdistance,maybeIhavemycassetteand
ask,brotherwillyoupleaseplaymethecassette,anditstart
rightthen.Amanwon’tshoutatanotherman,theyshout
atusbecausewearewomanbuttheywon’tshoutatmen.
Wedon’thavethepowertofightwiththem(Participant6).

Wedon’thavepoweruswomen.TheproblemInormally
seeisthatIpersonallyspeaktoanyoneanywayforanyone
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tohearme,statingthatnowitis50-50becauseIhaveno
power.Whenyouaretravelingaloneitishard(Participant
2�).

Womensacrificealotalongtheway.Thereisalotof
abuse.Abusefrompeoplewhoaskfavour,andallthose
things.Whensheisaskingforalift,thedriverwilldemand
somethingfromthewomenratherthangivingaridefree
ofcharge…thesearesomeofthethingsthatwomenget
exposedto.Andgenerallytheharassment,thepoliceharass-
ment.Youfindthatwomen,theyarebeingharassedleftand
right.Andtheyarewomen,theycannotdefendthemselves,
cannotspeakforthemselves,theyareendangeredyouknow,
theydonothaveachoice.Buttheywouldhavetoaccept
anything(Participant7�).

gender�challengeS�WoMen�face

Participantsidentifiedanumberofgender-specificobstaclesand
challengesforwomenmigratingintheregion,andmanyofthese
relatedtothelogisticsandpracticalitiesoftravel.Mostfunda-
mentally,participantsacknowledgedtheactualcostofmigration,

statingthatitis“easyifyouhavemoneytomigrate”(Participant�2)
andthat“moneymattersmost”(Participant6�).Severalparticipantsdis-
cussedtheneedformoneyinthecontextofeffortstotravellegally,and
meetingmigrationrequirementsincludingvisasand“sufficientavailable
financialresources”4�necessarytoenterSouthAfrica:

It’sdifficultbecauseyouhavetopayandifyouhaveabig
familyyoupaylotsofmoneyandyoufindthatpersondoes
notgetpaidwell.Sothatiswhywhenyouwanttovisit
thereyoumustprepareapassport,visaandpreparemoney
andthingsyouaregoingtobuyandtotakewithyou.I
thinkit’sgood[tohaveavisaandpassport]becauseyou
don’thavetotravelbyfootandyouwon’tentertheborder
byjumpingfences.Youwillenterproperly.Sometimesit’s
noteasybecauseyoupayalotofmoney(Participant�0)

Itisnoteasyforwomenbecausemigratingfromregionto
region,itisdifficult,youhavetohaveacertainamountof
moneyandthatamountofmoneytheywanttoseeitinthe
bank.Theyarespecific.LikewhenIcomefromZimbabwe
Iwanttocomethisside,youhavetohaveatleastR�000,
whichtheywanttoseeit.Ifyoudon’thavethatmoneythey
canturnyouback(Participant4�).
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Yestheysayyoumusthavemoneytoenterandpayhotels.
Wecan’tafforditbecausewearepoor.Ican’tgetthat
money,that’swhyIselldoilies.Yes,it’sdifficultsometimes
theywantR2000foryoutoenterthisside.SothatIcan’t
affordtopayahoteltomyside,Ican’tpaythatmoney,it
willbetoomuchiftheymakethatlaw(Participant49).

Participantsalsodiscussedtheneedformoneyinordertopaybribes
tothepolice,asdescribedbyalong-termmigrantfromZimbabwe:

Itwasdifficulttotravelfromonecountrytoanother–peo-
pleusedifferentmoney,currencies,youcomefromthe
countrywithdollarsandSouthAfricayouuseRands….It
isdifficultforustotravelonourway,especiallyusgirls,for
examplemanhavemoneyandwhentheycomeacrosspolice
theyhavemoneytobribebutwedon’t–money,wherecan
wegetmoney.Itisdifficulttomoveawayfromyourhome
(Participant2�).

Giventhatmanyparticipantswerehouseholdheadsseekingliveli-
hoodstosupportchildrenandotherdependentfamilymembers,access
tomoneywasviewedasanobstacletomigrationparticularlyimpacting
onwomen.

Theparticipantssuggestedthatafurtherobstacleforwomen
migrantswhoareabletoaccessandsavethemoneynecessarytotravel
istransportationwhich,linkedtoconcernsaboutthecostofmigration,
wasviewedasoverlyunaffordable.Along-termmigrantfromLesotho
whostatedthatshewasn’tawareofdifficultiesexperiencedbywomen
migratingintheregionnonethelessacknowledgedthat“transportmight
beaproblembecauseit’sexpensive,theyspendalotontransport”
(Participant5).Thiswasaparticularproblemforwomeninvolvedin
small-scalecross-bordertradewithlimitedprofitmargins,asdescribedby
amaleinterviewparticipantfromZimbabwe:

Theproblemsthataffectwomenishowtoraisethemoney
–busfaresaregoingupeverydayandthethingsthat
we,thegoodswebuytocomeandsell,alsoarrangingthe
amountisbecomingtoomuchandthedutiesthatweare
beingchargedalso,sospendalotinjustonedaywhich,
whenyoucomehereyoudon’tjustcomehere,youdon’tsell
yourthingsatoneplace.Thatmeanswhenyoureachthe
ParkStationeitherI’mgoingtoRustenbergorIamgoingto
Klerksdorptosellmythingsthere,butnowyoucanfindthe
profitnowyouendupnowherebecausetheexpenseistoo
much(MaleZim4).
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Participantsalsoraisedconcernsaboutthesafetyoftransportationfor
womenmigrants,referringtoboth“roadaccidents,andyoumightthink
thatyoucanbeinvolvedinoneofthoseaccidents”(Participant5),and
vulnerabilitytoabuse.Asdescribedbyamaleinterviewparticipantfrom
SouthAfrica,“mostofthetimesthepeoplewhodrive,thepeoplewho
drivecarsortrucks”aremen,and“usmenareknowntohavetotake
advantageofwomen,ifyouseeyoutalktothem,theyarevulnerable,
theydon’thaveplacestostay,thingslikethat”(Participant62).

Athird,practicalobstacleforwomenmigrantswasfindingsuit-
ableaccommodation.Participantscommentedthatsometimeswomen
migrants“donothaveaplacetostay”(Participant��)andthatsuitable
accommodationis“whattheyneedmost”(Participant�5),andagain
emphasizedconcernsoverbothcostandsafety:

IwanttostayifIcometothisplace,Idon’thaveaplace
tostaybecauseIpayR50everyweek,R50everyweeknot
everymonth,soitisdifficult(Participant48).

Ifyou’reawoman,whenyouarrivethereisnoplacetogo,
thereisnoplaceandthentheyaren’tanypeopleyouknow,
therearethieves,andwedon’tknowwheretostay.Atleast
ifyou’reamanisbetter,becauseyou’reabletosurvive;you
areabletomaintainyourself(Participant�).

AKeyInformantworkingasabusdriveraddedthatmigrantwomen
arrivinginthecountryto“selltheirstuff”areoften“strandedtoget
accommodation,”andasaresultsometimeshaveto“sleepintheopen
area”(Participant7�).

Inadditiontospecificconcernsraisedaroundtransportationand
accommodation,safetyriskswereviewedasamongstthemostsignificant
obstaclestomigrationforwomentravelingwithintheSADCregion.In
thisrespect,participantsemphasizedsignificantdifferencesintheexperi-
encesofmaleandfemalemigrants:

[Theexperiences]don’tdifferthatmuchbutintermsof
safetywomenaremoreofaneasytargetthanmen.Itcanbe
rapeorbeingrobbed(Participant�).

No,it’snotthesame[formenandwomen],sometimes
womencanbehurt,thatisabuse,itcanbelotactually,
womandoesn’tcarryagun,doesn’tdoanything(Participant
7).

Participantsalsocommentedonthedisproportionatevulnerability
ofwomenmigrantstoharassment,abuseandrapeduringthemigration
process:
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It’shardonwomenbecauseawomanhasstrengthmore
thanamanandbecausemanywomenweseethemhere
sellingclothesbutthemenarefew.No,it’snotthesame
[formenandwomen].Womenexperiencelotsofheartache.
It’shardbecausetheygetabusedontheway,theyareraped
andalsowhentheyarrivehere,theydon’tlivehappyhere.
Theyareheretosell(Participant�2).

Itisnoteasyforwomentomigratefromonecountryto
another.Becausewomenareabusedsometimesbytheir
bosses.Yes,evenbytheirbusdriversandthetaxidrivers
(Participant�8).

Wepaymoney,sometimesyoupaymoneybuttheyarrest
you.Sometimestheytakeyoubackhomebutsometimes
theyrapeyouinthebushes.Sometimesthepolicebeatyou
upandsendthedogstobiteyoulikethat(Participant9).

However,consistentwiththeirownexperiencesinmanycases,par-
ticipantsalsoemphasizedtheparticulardangersof“risky”(Participant5,
25)irregularbordercrossings.

Safetyrisksandcrimewerealsoidentifiedbymaleparticipantsasthe
foremostchallengesfacedbywomenmigrants,withinterviewtextsfocus-
ingparticularlyonwomen’svulnerabilitytoabuseandcrimeatthehands
oftsotsis,thugs,andeven“security”officers(Participant68).Similar
tothewomenmigrantsinterviewed,maleparticipantsunderscoredthe
addedrisksofirregularbordercrossings:

Icansaythatmostofthesewomencomehere,theydon’t
usepassportsbuttheycrosstheborderillegallythrough
goingthroughthenationalreserveparksandthere,they
meetthugswhorobandevenrapethem,sotheyarerisking.
TheirjourneytoSouthAfricaisnotsafebuttheystillinsist
totakeitbecauseofthesituationtheyarefacing.Menare
thethugsthatI’mtalkingabout.You’llfindthattheperson
isdeportedandwhentheyleavehimtherehewouldwant
tocomebackbuthasnomoneytoreturnback,hewillthen
decidetocreateajobforhimselfbymuggingthesewomen
whoarecrossingtheborderillegally(Participant6�).

ForawomanitisverydifficultbecausefromZimbabweyou
willbetravelingwithoutdocumentsifyouarenottherethe
visaisverydifficulttoget,andifyoutrytomigrateillegally
sometimesyougetrobbedonthewayandstuffso,it’sdif-
ficultforawoman….Obviouslytheyusethesecheaplineof
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transport,theyarealwaysabusedbythetaxidriversontheir
waymigrating,officerstheyalwaysshoutatyou,youknow,
so(Participant69).

Itisnoteasy,itisahardtaskforinstanceifyoutravelfrom
Zimbabweandyoudon’thaveapassportorpaperssomeof
themasfarasIhaveheard,theyhavetocrossriverswhich
isnotsafe.Wehearofthesethingsthatsomeofthemthey
don’tevenmakeitthereandsomeofthemarebeingeaten
bycrocodilesintheLimpopoRiver.Itisnoteasy–it’seasy
whenyou’vegotyourpapersrightwithyou,thenyoucan
gothroughthebordersbutifyoudon’thaveitbecomesdif-
ficult….Theremaybealotofthem,youseeontheway
therearemanwhoarebrutal,someofthemtheygetraped,
abusedandtakenassexslaves,itisnoteasyforwomanin
thatextent(Participant28).

However,severalmaleparticipantsalsoviewedmenasadvantagedby
anumberofgendered-assignedcharacteristics,includingthat“menare
brave”andareableto“takeanyrisk”(Participant28),they“caneasily
copewitheverytoughcircumstances”(Participant65),andthatthey
areableto“survivetoughtimes”(Participant62).Onemaleparticipant
fromSouthAfricaqualifiedthesecharacteristicsbystating,“Icanjust
gotoanothercountry,Icansleepinabar,Icandrinkuntilsunrise”
(Participant62).Thiswasincontrastwithdepictionsofwomenas“vul-
nerable,”“nottoughpeople”and“easilymanipulatedbyunscrupulous
people”(Participant62,65).AmaleparticipantfromSwazilandalsosug-
gestedthatwomen“easilygiveintothesituationwhichmightendup
leavingthemexposedtoabuse.”Beyondreasonsgivenforvulnerabilityto
crime,amaleinterviewparticipantcommentedthatsafetyrisksfacedby
womenmigrantsaresignificant,andcommentedthatwomen’smigration
experiences“shouldberesearched”(Participant67).

Manyofthechallengesandobstaclesidentifiedasparticularlyimpact-
ingonwomenmigrantsrelatedtopracticalandlogisticalbarriers,includ-
ingaccesstomoney,transportationandaccommodation.However,
womenmigrantsintheregionidentifiedleavingfamilyandchildren
behindincountriesoforiginasoneofthemostdifficultaspectsofmigra-
tion.Asdescribedbythreelong-termmigrantsfromZimbabwe:

AsawomanIdon’tthinkiseasytoleavehome,especially
forthosewhogotkidsathome.Ithinkitissodifficultleav-
ingthekidsbehind,butthenagainthesituationforcesyou
becauseyoucan’t,thereisnoneedforyourkidseverynight
anddayandseeingthemgohungry(Participant�9).
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Itisnoteasybecauseyourfamilyisathomeandyouare
here.Yes,itishardtomovefromhometoherebecauseit
takessometimeforyoutoseeyourfamily.Thenyoucansee
thatitisnoteasy(Participant20)

Forawomanitisdifficult.Becausefromhercountryto
anothercountrysheleavesbecauseshecan’ttakeitany-
more.Soshewillbeinneedofmoneybutassheneeds
moneyshewillthinkthatshehastogobacktolookforher
children(Participant28).

Anumberofmaleandfemaleparticipantsviewedleavingfamily
andchildrenbehindincountriesoforiginasmoredifficultforwomen
migrantsthanformen:

Theexperiencesaredifferentbecausewomengetcloseto
theirchildrensolikeifyouhavetomakethatdecision,real-
lyabigstepthatyouwillbemaking,it’sthedecisionsthat
youhavetothinktwice,butforaman,alwaysmenfrom
wayback,theyalwaysbeenmigrating,soitiseasyformen.
It’shome,whenyouleavinghomeyouknow(Participant
69).

Yes,[migrationexperiences]dodifferbecausewhenweare
togetherwecanbeabletodosomethingbecauseaman
doesn’tthinkofdoinganything.Weknowthatahomeisa
homebecauseofwoman,becausewomenknowwhatarethe
needsofthefamily(Participant20)

However,thechallengeofleavingchildrenandfamilybehindin
countriesoforiginwasviewedasunavoidableforwomenmigrantslook-
ingforworkandothereconomicopportunities.

legal�and�Policy�challengeS

Theparticipantsalsoidentifiedanumberofspecificchallenges
facedbywomenmigrantsrelatedtomigrationlawsandpolicies
inSouthAfrica,aswellasothercountriesintheregion.Most
ofthesechallengesrelatedtodifficultiesobtainingvisasand

IDs,aswellastoforeignexchangeandCustomspracticesatborders.
Relativelyfewparticipantsviewedobtainingapassportasamajor

challengeforwomenmigrantsintheregion.Oneexceptiontothiswasa
long-termmigrantfromSwaziland,whocommentedthatthe“problemis
thepassportprice,theycan’taffordit.”Sheaddedthatthispricemight
preventSouthAfricanwomenfromvisitingSwaziland:
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IbelonghereandpeoplewanttogotoSwaziland.Theprob-
lemisthepassportprice,theycan’taffordit.Bythetime
Iobtainedit,itwasR�05,itisexpensiveandIwantthem
togoandseehowisSwaziland,thecultureandtradition,
especiallyduringtheceremonywherethekinggettochoose
agirltobehiswife.Ifyoucangovisitourcountry,seethe
lifestyleandculture.Itwouldbeniceforwomenhereto
goandteachthewomentheretheirhandicraftandlearn
theirs.WomeninSwazilandaregreatdesignersanditcould
bebettertoexchangedesignswithwomeninSouthAfrica
(Participant�6).

Asecondlong-termmigrantalsodescribedhaving“troubles”aftershe
lostherpassportinSouthAfrica(Participant25).However,intermsof
documentation,participantsviewedtheneedforIDsasfarmorechal-
lengingforwomenmigrants,particularlyinSouthAfrica.Participants
withoutIDsinSouthAfricadiscusseddifficultiesinfindingwork,aswell
asinopeningbankaccountsandobtainingcredit.Atthesametime,
mostparticipantswerelikelytobeineligibletoapplyforSouthAfrican
IDs,byvirtueoftheirtemporarystatusinthecountry.

ObtainingvisastoenterSouthAfricawasviewedasafargreater
obstacleforwomenmigrantsintheregion;however,problemsget-
tingvisaswerediscussedalmostexclusivelybyZimbabweanpartici-
pants,ascountriesintheregionincludingBotswana,Malawi,Lesotho,
Mozambique,Namibia,Swaziland,andZambiaareexemptfromvisa
requirementsforvisitorsenteringSouthAfricaforpre-definedtimeperi-
ods.Theparticipantsgenerallyviewedtheprocessofobtainingavisaas
difficult,lengthyandexpensive:

Talkingfrommycountrybecauseherepeoplegetvisaseas-
ilybecauseitishardtogetavisainourcountry….You
knowwhenyouareawomanandmigratingitisdifficult
(Participant22).

Itisdifficult,especiallyintheZimbabweside,becausethe
visatakesalongtimetobeprocessed.Sometimesitcantake
ontotwomonths,youhavetopayR�000togetthevisa.
YouhavetohaveitinZimbabwe,youhavetobuyatravel-
ler’schequetoshowthem,withoutR�000youcannotgeta
visa(Participant7�).

ThedifficultyofobtainingavisainZimbabwewaslinkedbysome
participantstowomen’sdecisionstousethe“borderjumpingmethod,”
ratherthantravelingthroughregularandlegalmeans:

Theselawstheymakeittoodifficultforustocomethisside,
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thatiswhyweareusingborderjumpingmethod,itisthe
bestmethodbecausewithavisa,therearetoomanyrules
withthevisa(Participant�4).

ThemostcommoncomplaintwasthatSouthAfricanvisasaresimply
tooexpensiveforZimbabweans,intermsofbothactualcostandthe“suf-
ficientfunds”requiredtoqualify:

YouknowwhattheysaidinZimbabwe–youmustputvisa
thatmoney,youmustworkhardtogetmoneyforvisaso
theymustnotdoitthatyoumustputvisa,thatoneisvery
expensive(Participant47).

Supposeyoumusthaveapassportandavisaandit’shardto
getavisabecauseit’stooexpensivethereinZimbabwe.It’s
likeonemillionandyousupposetohavemoneyinthebank
accountyousee,sosomearelikeme,theyarenotworking
soitwashardformebecausemymotherwasn’tworking.So
yousupposedtohavemoney(Participant�0)

Anumberofparticipants,bothmaleandfemale,alsocommentedon
howthehighcostofvisasisunaffordableforpoorwomeninparticular:

MostwomeninZimbabwedon’thavetravelingdocuments
sotheydecidetomigrate,theyhavetostartorganizingtheir
papers…soit’soneofthedifficultiesthattheyexperience
andsometimesyouneedacollateraltogetavisaandyou
understand,soyousoyouneedthousandRandtogetavisa
soforwomenit’sadisadvantageforalongtime,theydon’t
havethatadvantage(Participant69).

Yes,itwasdifficultbecauseSouthAfricawantavisafrom
whenyoucomefromZimbabwe.Sotohaveavisayouneed
tohavemoney.SoIcouldn’tbecauseIdidn’thavemoney.
Sothat’swhatmakesusendupthinkingof–Ithinkthe
lasttimeitwasR�000….Itisdifficultbecausewomencan’t
followit.Soyoufindthattheyrisktheirlivesbecausethey
wanttocrossandcomethisside.Youfindthatsomeeven
swimthroughLimpopoRiverandgeteatenbycrocodiles
whentheycome.Someofthemdieintheriverbecausethey
wanttocometothisside.SoIthinkitisdifficultatleastif
therewerenovisasitwasgoingtobeeasy.Visamakespeo-
plesuffer(Participant28).

Togetapassportit’seasybuttogetavisaistoodifficult
togetvisa,buttogetapassportiseasier.It’smoredifficult
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becausewherewestayissodifficulttogetavisasoifjust
you’recomingherewithourpassportIthinkit’sbetterthan
comingwithavisabecausevisaistoodifficulttogetit,you
havetohavemoney,muchmoney,youknowlikemaybe
R�000soit’stoodifficultforthat….[Women]faceprob-
lemsofmoneylikeifthere’snoonehelpingthemit’stoo
difficulttoraisethatmoneytocomehere,it’ssodifficult
(Participant26).

EvenparticipantsfromothercountriescommentedthatZimbabweans
“don’ttraveleasytoSouthAfrica”(Participant�5).Asidefromcost,the
limitedtimeperiodpermittedforstayinSouthAfricawasdescribedasa
furtherobstacleforwomenmigrantsbecause,asdescribedbyalong-term
migrantfromZimbabwe,“wearegivenshortdaystostayheresoweare
notabletodothingsbecauseourdaysareshorthereandwehavetogo
backhome”(Participant29).

SouthAfricanCustomslaws,andCustomsregimesatinternational
borders,werealsoviewedasanobstacleforwomenmigrantsinthe
region,andinparticularthoseconductingcross-bordertrade.Difficulties
experiencedwithSouthAfricanCustomsauthoritiesweretwofold:
first,participantsviewedCustomschargesastooexpensive,particularly
forsmall-scaleentrepreneursandtraders.Exchangingcurrencytopay
Customsdutiesalsoreducesprofitsforcross-bordertraders,asdescribed
byashort-termmigrantfromZimbabwe:

Yes,theygetproblemsattheborder,theychargemuch
money,sotheborderwantssomerandsandthesedays
whenyougohomeIkeepR�00,ifIcomebackR50the
borderchargeyouR�00orR�50,oryougotR�00.Soif
youdon’thavemoneytheytakethestuff.Soit’saproblem
(Participant48).

Second,otherproblemsemergingininterviewtextswererelatedto
goodsthatwereconfiscated,destroyedor,accordingtosomeparticipants,
stolenbyCustomsofficials“forthemselves.”

Sometimesatthebordergatetheydon’twantustotakeout
fishoilbecausetheysayfishoilisavailableinourcountries
butitisexpensive,evensugarisexpensive,buttheydon’t
wantthatatthebordergate.Sometimestheyspilliton
thegroundorsometimestheytakethatforthemselvesbut
theydon’tknowhowdidwegetmoneyhereorhowdidwe
workhardforit,theyjusttake.Itisnotthesamewithman
becausetheycanfightforthemselvesbutuswomanwe
won’tfightback(Participant9).
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It’sdifficult.BecauseattheborderIheardthattheyare
takingeverything,theyarethrowingeverythingaway
(Participant47).

It’seasytotravelortotradeinanothercountrybutonlythe
rulesthatdoesn’tcomplywithourneedsbutitbecomesdif-
ficultifyouarecarryingonebag,theysearchittoseewhat
youaretaking,sopaythisandthoseareregulationsthat
onlycomplyandbeingsomeofourthingsbeentakenbythe
Customspeoplebecausetheywillbefailingtogetthefor-
eigncurrencyfordeclaration.Soinsteadtokeepthethings
orthegoodsthatyougoandfindmoneytocollectyour
things,insteadtheytakethethingswherever,youwillnever
getthemback(Participant68).

However,itwasnotalwaysclearfrominterviewtextswhetherpartici-
pantsviewedCustomslawaroundthedeclarationofgoodsandpayment
ofdutiesasproblematicforwomenmigrants,orwhetherproblemswith
Customsauthoritieswererelatedtocorruptionorwrongdoingonthe
partofofficials.

Policy�recoMMendationS�to�benefit�WoMen�MigrantS

MVPparticipantswerethereforeaskedaboutpotentialpolicy
changesandrecommendationsthatcouldmakemigration
easierforwomenintheSADCregion.Dodson(2000)sug-
geststhatfacilitatingwomen’smigrationintheregionmay

leadto“aidingwomen’sempowermentandallowingthemtobecome
agentsofdevelopment,”andaddsthatwhileitshouldnotbeunrestrict-
ed,“controlledfemalemigration,particularlythatofashort-termnature,
canbeharnessedasapowerfulforceforregionaldevelopment.”44

Themajoritysuggestedthatwomenmigrantswouldbenefitfrompoli-
ciespromotingfreermovementandreducingrestrictionsontravel.Some
emphasizedthatgovernmentshouldmakeit“easytocomehere[to
SouthAfrica]andwhenwegoback”(Participant�),andalsothat“gov-
ernmentshouldhelpbynothavingtoomuchlawsforwomentotravel,
so…thatitwouldnotbesodifficult”(Participant49).

SpeakingspecificallytotheroleofindividualSADCcountriesin
managingmigration,anumberofparticipantsproposedthatasafirst
measure,governmentsshouldcometogetherto“talkthingsout”and
“amendtheirlaws”inordertofacilitateeasiermovementacrossbor-
ders.ParticipantsviewedrelationsbetweenSouthAfricaandZimbabwe
asnegativelyimpactingonwomenmigrantstravelingbetweenthetwo
countries:
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JusttalkingwiththegovernmentofSouthAfricaand
Zimbabweforthemtounderstandeachotherthatwillmake
uscomefromZimbabwetoSouthAfricafreely.Because
whatmakesthingsdifficultisthatthegovernmentofSouth
AfricaandZimbabwedon’tclick.Theydon’tlistentoeach
other.Thereisnothingthattheyhavedone.Whatisneeded
iswhattheyshoulddomaybetalkthingsout.Thingslike
visasshouldn’tbehereIthinkthatisthebest.Thechanges
arenottoomuch.Theonlythingthatthegovernment
shouldchangearevisaandtherearenootherthingthat
shouldbechanged.Yes,therulesarefinethatwhenaper-
soncomesfromZimbabwe,shouldhavetherightdocuments
(Participant28).

IthinkthattheSouthAfricanandtheZimbabweangovern-
mentcanmeetanddiscussaboutthisvisaissuesbecause
withoutthevisayoucan’tgoanywhere,andwearenot
comfortabletodosomethingillegal.Ithinkiftheycandis-
cussaboutcancellingthevisa,thingsmightbebetterforus
(Participant46).

Participantsfromseveralcountriesalsoexpressedasenseofinjustice
relatedtodifferingmigrationregimesinindividualSADCcountries.In
particular,migrantscommentedonthedifficultiesZimbabweanwomen
facedintravelingtoSouthAfrica,includingtheneedtoobtainexpen-
sivevisasandreceivinglimitedperiodsofstayinSouthAfrica:

Forbusinessitisokay,theonlythingIcansayit’sdifficult
tomigrateinAfrica,it’slikepeoplelikeZimbabweans,they
don’ttraveleasytoSouthAfricabecausetheymusthave
visasyousee,buttousyoutravel,everytimeyouwantto
comeyoucome….Ithinktheyshouldamendtheirlaws
thatsaysyouknow,whoarefreetocomeanytimehereand,
becausetheyarepeopleandIdon’tknowwhatistheprob-
lemwiththeZimbabweans,youseeforthemtomakethe
visas.Becauseweareallthesame.Whatisthedifference
betweenusbecausetheyaregoodpeopleinZimbabweand
theyarebadpeopleinBotswanaasinZimbabwe,youseeits
fifty-fifty(Participant�5).

Iftheycancancelthevisasothatallofuswhocomefrom
outsidethecountrycanusepassportonly,notvisas,because
itishardtogetavisa…[Thegovernments]cantalkman-
to-manandendwhatneedstobeendedlikeinBotswana,
wegotherewithoutvisas….Theycantalkaboutvisas,and
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eachoneofusmusthaveastraightpassport,becausethe
passportisneeded(Participant2�).

MigrantsfromcountriessuchasMalawiandLesothoalsocalledfor
inter-governmentaldiscussions,primarilyrelatedtomigrationpushfac-
torssuchaspoverty,foodinsecurityand“sufferingathome.”

Mbekimusttalktoourpresidentanddiscusswhatshould
bedonelikethepresidentofMaputo,hecameandtalked
toourpresidentthatinMalawithereshouldnotbevisas.In
MalawithefoodisnotlikeinMaputo,BhereorNyambane,
itisalongdistance,somethingsarenotthesame,that
iswhytheyhavetotalksothatotherpeopledon’tcome
throughthebushesanddiebecauseofcrocodiles….Iwould
liketoaskPresidentMbekiandthepresidentofMalawito
sitdownandtalkaboutthisandabouthowcantheyhelpus
(Participant9).

Participantsviewedinter-governmentaldiscussionsandagreementsas
astrategytoimproveconditionsoftravelandaccessibilitytocountriesin
theregionforwomenmigrants;thiswouldmeangovernments“shouldsit
downasSouthernAfricaandtalkaboutladies”(Participant�4).

Intermsofmorespecificpolicyrecommendations,anumberofpar-
ticipantsproposedthatborderstoSouthAfricashouldbe“opened”
altogether.OnemigrantfromLesotho,forexample,suggestedthattravel
intoSouthAfricashouldbecompletelyunrestricted:

Myopinionisthatitcouldbeonething–whenyouwant
tocrosseasilyfromanycountry…maybeonthebordergates
wecangowillingly,asifthey’reopenedforus,asifisone
thing,yousee(Participant4).

Severalotherscallingfor“open”bordersthoughtthatmigrantsshould
beallowedtoenterSouthAfricamorefreelyandatalessercost.They
alsorecommendedthatmigrantsonlyberequiredtoproduceanidentity
document,ratherthanapassport:

Theymakeiteasy,butthenIwouldlikethemtostop
requiringthatweshouldhavepassportssothatwecantrav-
eleasyandbefreetocomeinhere,andatleastonlyneed
theIDdocumentstoshowthatyouarefromLesotho….
Ithinkthatiftheycancancelthepassportsandwelcome
everyonewho’sfromLesothotoSouthAfricaandviceversa
(Participant5).

Sincewearestruggling,whenwehavetogohome,they
mustdothatwhenwearriveatthebordergatewemust
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notpay,andtheymakeusdocumentsallowingustojust
passthrough,sothatwe’reallowedtocometoSouthAfrica
(Participant�).

TheSouthAfricanImmigrationAmendmentActof2004effectively
countersthissuggestionbyrequiringnationalsfromneighbouringcoun-
triestopossessapassportinordertoqualifyforaCross-Borderpermit,
whereaspreviouslyonlyanidentitydocumentwasrequired.

Alargenumberofparticipantsfeltthatvisasshouldbe“stopped,”
“scrapped,”or“cancelled”altogether:

Itisimportantforwomentomigrateeasilybecauseit’seasy
tomovefromoneplacetoanotherafteryouhavetostay
heremaybeforlikeayear,beforeyougohometoseethe
kids,iftherewasn’ttheissueofvisas.Ithinkpeoplewould
visittheirfamiliesalmosteverydayandIthinkagainmaybe
peoplewouldn’tstayinSouthAfricamaybeforalongtime,
becauseiftheywillbefreetocomehereoncethey’llbe
givenlimiteddaysattheimmigrationthere…withissues
likevisasIthinkit’spullingbothcountriesbackwards
(Participant�9).

Ithinktheyshoulddiscontinuetheuseofvisathataper-
sonwhohasonlyapassportshouldbeallowedinBotswana
forhertobuythingandbeallowedinSouthAfricatobuy
thingsbecausesheisdoingbusiness….BecausewhenI’mat
homepoor,nothavinganythingandthechildrenarecry-
ing,Iwouldalsowishtogowherewomengo.Ihavetohave
passportandavisatocrossthebordergate(Participant�2).

Iftheycancomeherewithpassporttheycome,theybuy
things,theygothere,theyselltheirgoods,whateveritis,
Ithinkitsbetterbecausethat’stheonlywaytheycando,
especiallywomen….Ithinkiftheycancomeherewithout
usingavisaIthinkitcanbeeasierforthemsothattheycan
managetocomeherewithoutvisa,usingtheirownpass-
port….Ithinksomethingimportantisthatiftheycanallow
peopletocomeherewithoutvisasyouknowIthinkthatthe
bestbecausemostofthewoman,theycomehereforbusi-
ness,theygobacktotheircountrytoselltheirgoodsand
everythingsoit’ssodifficultforsomeonewithavisatocome
here,youknowIthinkthat’sall(Participant26).

Thegovernment,Ican’tsaythegovernmenthaveto
change,butIthinkitcanmakeiteasyforpeople,forcoun-
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triessuchasZimbabwewherethereishunger,nomoney,
soyouareforcedtohaveavisawhileyoudon’thavethat
money,IthinkcauseisaclosecountrylikeSouthAfrica,I
thinktheycanmakeitpeoplenottousevisa,justtousea
passport.Ibelievemanypeopleheretheydon’tcomeand
stay,theymakebusinessandgoback,soforthemtohave
visaseverytime,theydon’t(Participant50).

Asanalternativetoeliminatingvisasaltogether,participantsrecom-
mendedanumberofchangestovisa-relatedrestrictions,particularly
forthosewhocrossbordersfrequentlyandengageinsmallbusinessand
trade:

FornowitishardbecauseIhavetogoinandout.This
doesn’texcitemebecausethelawsofmigrationsayswe
havetoenterthiscountrywithavisa,ifitcouldbelikein
Botswanawherewedon’tusethevisabutnowthevisain
Zimbabweistooexpensivetoputservice.Andafterputting
theserviceweenterwiththevisaandwearegivenshort
daystostayheresowearenotabletodothingsbecause
ourdaysareshorthereandwehavetobackhome....They
shouldincreasethenumberofdays,Atleastiftheycangive
usthreemonthinSouthAfricaitwouldbebetterbecause
withinthreemonthsyoucanbeabletocomeupwithsome-
thingthenyoucangobackhome(Participant29).

Ithinktheymustallowpeopletocomeastheyplease
withoutthevisasbuthencealimitedperiodoftimelike
inBotswana,ifyougotoBotswanaandyouarefrom
Zimbabwebutyouaregiven�0days,like90daysforthe
wholeyear.Inthatyearmaybeyouarenotallowedtogo
backintothecountrymaybeforabout5years.Youseeif
youareinZimbabwewithinthose�0daysmakesureyougo
backhomebecauseyoudon’twantyoupassporttakenaway
fromyou.SoIthinkifthegovernmentdoessomethingI
thinkmanypeopleincludingmemaybeIcangobackhome
(Participant�9).

Thenotionoflessrestrictedmovementacrossregionalbordersisin
linewiththeprovisionsoftheDraftSADCProtocolontheFacilitation
ofFreeMovementofPersons,whichwouldallowvisa-freeentrytempo-
raryvisitorsintoparticipatingstatesforupto90days.45

BeyondissuesoftheaccessibilityofSouthAfricatomigrantsfrom
othercountries,participantscalledforanumberofotherimprovements
tothemigrationregime.First,althoughmanydemonstratedanawareness
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oflawandpolicy,participantscalledforgreateraccesstoinformationfor
migrantsthemselves.Anumberfeltmoreinformationshouldbeavailable
atborderposts.Anumberofparticipantsalsosuggestedthatgovern-
mentsintheregionshouldincreaseaccessibilitytotraveldocuments
forwomenmigrants.MorespecificallyinSouthAfrica,participantsfelt
migrantwomenshouldbeprovidedwithIDs,inordertoaccessanumber
ofservices,suchasschools,bankaccountsandhousing:

Wewomenhavealotofideasthatwewanttoimple-
mentbutwecan’t.Forexample,ifIhadmyIDdocument,
Iwouldn’tstayattheflat,butIwouldhavedoneallthis
inmyownhouse,IprefertohavemyownhousebutI
can’tdothatbecauseIdon’thavethenecessarydocument
(Participant��).

Whenwestayhereformorethaneightyearstheyaresup-
posedtogiveuslikeatemporaryIDsothatwecanstayhere
nicelybecauseweareemployingpeoplefromhereinSouth
Africa.LikemeIhaveemployedtwopeoplefromherein
SouthAfrica…Bynowyoucanseetheyarehelpingus,but
wearefacingmanyproblems.Likewhenwewanttobuy
somethingtheyrefusetosellittousbecauseweareforeign-
ers,theycan’ttakecreditfromthefurnitureshopbecause
wedon’thaveIDs.Wecan’topenanaccountatthebank
becausewedon’thaveIDs(ShortMalawi24).

Ifwedon’thaveSouthAfricanIDs,weareunabletoopen
upbankaccountsorbuyanythingbecauseofanID.Sothe
governmentcanhelponsuchsituation(Participant42).

AsmanyparticipantsmigratedtoSouthAfricalookingforworkor
othereconomicopportunities,theysuggestedthathavingIDsandother
“legalpapers”wouldhelpthemtofindjobsandenterintoemployment.
IDswerealsosuggestedasameanstoavoidharassmentbythepolice.A
migrantfromMozambiquealsopointedoutthatprovidingnon-citizens
withIDswouldallowtheSouthAfricangovernmenttodifferentiate
betweenlegalmigrants,andthosewhowerenot.Sheexplainedthathav-
inganIDis“goodbecausetheyarrestyouinordertohaveanIDthat
identifyyouandshowswhereyoucomefromsothatwhenyou’vedone
somethingwrongtheyareabletofindyou.”

Anadditionalpolicyrecommendationvoicedbycross-bordertrad-
erswasthatcustomslawsandpoliciesshouldbeamendedtobemore
accommodatingforwomenmigrantsconductingsmall-scalebusinessand
shopping.Anumberfeltthatexportdutiesaretooexpensiveandshould
bereducedoreliminatedaltogether:
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Officialsattheborderarefriendly,buttheexportdutylaws
forcarsandotherthingsthatyouarecarryingarecostly.I
thinkthattheyshouldbeignored.Theyshouldcancelthat
law,peopleshouldn’tpaytheexportduty(Participant2).

Yes,thereattheborderIcansayitistootoughwhenwe
crosstheborderwiththestufflikeoutsidestuff,whichwe
sellhereinSouthAfrica.Itistootoughbecauseotherpeo-
ple,theyjustcomewiththestuffwithoutpayingforit.But
iftheygotpermittheyaregoingtopassnicelyattheborder.
Andalsopeopleatthebordermustthinkaboutuslikethe
pricetheyareover-charging(Participant�9).

Ithinkthatiftheycanmakeitsimpleforus,becausesome-
timestheychargeusdutiesforourthingsattheborder
gateandwesometimesdon’thaveenoughmoneybecause
wedon’tknowhowmuchtheywouldwant…whenwe
arefromhomewebringsomethingstosell,sodon’tknow
howmucharewegoingtopayforthosethingsatthebor-
dergate,weonlygetthepricewhenwearrivethere.They
sometimeschargeusalot,itdepends.Wearenotrefusingto
paybuttheyshouldchargeusreasonably(Participant46).

Ifthetravelingcostratescanbereduced.Whenyousell
thingslikecalabashforR5thenwhenyougohomeallthe
moneyisspendontransportthenyouareleftwithnoprofit.
Iftheycantrytothinkforhawkers,especiallyintheborder
posttoreducetax,ifyouareregisteredandselllegally,not
thosewhoselldrugsbecausetheydestroythenation.But
peoplewhosellthingslikehandicraftaregood(Participant
�6).

Focusingontheconditionsunderwhichwomenmigrantstravel,
participantssuggestedthatgovernmentsshouldalsoputmoremeasures
inplacetocombatcrimeandimprovelevelsof“protection,safetyand
security”:

Yes,theproblemtheyexperiencenormallyisnothaving
confidencethattheyaresafewhentheytravel…awoman
canneedhelpbyincreasingsecurityandforawomantofeel
safewhenshetraveltoSouthAfricafromothercountries
forhernottohavefearespeciallywhenshetravelsatnight,
becauseapersonisnotrestrictedwhentotravel.Protection
mustbethere(Participant64).
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Itwillbethesameonlythethingthathewillbeworried
aboutaretsotsis,whostealsmen’sgoodsandwomen’sgoods
somostlywecouldasforthesecuritytolookafterthat,but
atthemomentnowsecurityisrobbingsomeofourwomen
(Participant68).

Participantsalsosaidthatmeasurescouldbetakentoimprovethe
qualityofcross-bordertransportation:

Atleast,theyshouldsubsidizethetransporttobemuch
cheaperandtheyshouldprovidesecuritythatwillpatrol
aroundus,sothatwewouldfeelsafewhereverwego
(Participant5).

TheproblemisthatIusedatrainbeforesonowIhaven’t
usedatraininalongtime,itwasbetteronthetrainbecause
itwastakingusoutofhereandwedidn’tpaybutnow
thingsareexpensiveandthepriceshavegoneup….[The
governments]shouldsitandtalksothatwecanbeableto
helpourchildren.Atleastthetrainisnotmakingustopay
more,eventhebusestheyshouldnotchargealotbecause
moneyisscarcethesedays(Participant9).

Finally,underscoringthedifficultiestheyfaceintheirinteractions
withcitizensandgovernment,severalparticipantsappealedforbetter
treatmentofwomenmigrantsinSouthAfrica:

Thegovernmentcanhelpusbyappreciatingusinthecoun-
tryandtreatusthesamewiththeotherpeopleinSouth
Africa(Participant45).

Iwouldliketosayifpeoplecanchangeandtreatotherpeo-
plefromothercountryinawaythattheyarepeople,‘cause
Ibelievenoonecanwanttoleavehiscountrywithout
nothing,sowhatmakespeopletocomehereisbecausethe
situationisbad,soIthinkifpeoplecanjusttrytolivewith
peopleinagoodway(Participant50).

Ithinkwomenshouldgetpropertreatment.Whenthey
areinSouthAfricatheymustbefreeandtreatedbetter
whengoingbackhome.AtthebordertheretheCustoms
officersatthebordermustknowthatthesepeoplewentto
SouthAfrica,notforenjoymentbutbecauseofthesuffering
theyaregoingthrough.Thewaywomenaretreatedisbad
(Participant7�).
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concluSion

Nationalimmigrationstatisticsindicatethatwomentraveling
throughformalchannelshavebeenmigratinginandout
ofSouthAfricaataratenearlyonparwiththatofmale
migrantsacrossthelatterhalfofthepastcentury.However,

littleresearchhasbeenconductedthusfarontheexperiencesofwomen
migrantsintheregion,whichasinotherpartsoftheworldhasbeen
linkedtothe“nearinvisibilityofwomenasmigrants,theirpresumedpas-
sivityinthemigrationprocess,andtheirassumedplaceinthehome.”46
Ratherthanasindependentmigrantsthemselves,womeninSouthern
Africainparticularhaveinsteadbeenconstruedasthosewhoare“left
behind,”andas“‘passiveruralwidows’whostayedputsomewhere,prac-
ticingsubsistence,andlater,cashcropagriculturalproductionwhiletheir
mendeparted,perhapsnevertoreturn.”47

In-depthinterviewsconductedthroughtheMigrantVoicesProject
uncoveredthestoriesandexperiencesofagroupofSouthernAfrican
migrantwomenwhowerefarfrom“passiveruralwidows.”Onthecon-
trary,mostofthemigrantwomenparticipatingintheprojectweremain
householdbreadwinnerswholeftthecountriesoforiginseekinganeco-
nomiclivelihoodtosupportthemselvesandtheirchildren,aswellaseld-
erlyparents,siblings,andextendedfamilymembers.

ThefindingsoftheMigrantVoicesProjectconfirmedsomewell-
researchedfeaturesofmigrationintheSouthernAfricaregion.Poverty
hasbeen,andcontinuestobe,aforemostdetermining“pushfactor”in
bothindividualandhouseholddecision-makingprocessesthatleadto
migration,andisalsointerlinkedtohighlevelsofunemployment,cur-
rencyinflation,naturaldisasterssuchasdrought,andfoodinsecurityin
SADCcountries.ParticipantsgenerallyviewedSouthAfricaasthemost
affluentcountryintheregion,andwiththewidestrangeofeconomic
opportunitiesonoffer,althoughSouthAfricanwomenalsocitedpursuit
ofjobsandothereconomicopportunitiesasreasonsformigratingelse-
where.Adeeplygendereddimensionoftherelationshipbetweenpoverty
andmigrationthatemergedfrominterviewtextswastheoftensingular
responsibilitywomenassumedinprovidingforhouseholdsandchildren,
resultingfrombothrelationshipbreakdowns,andtheunwillingnessof
malepartnerstocontributetowardsfamilyexpenses.Women’smigra-
tiondecisionswerethereforeoftentingedbyaprofoundsenseofboth
obligationandurgency.Thisraisesquestionsaboutgenderedproductive
roleswithinfamiliesintheSADCregion,andperhapsspecificallywithin
migrant-sendinghouseholds,asapossiblesiteforfutureresearch.

ConsistentwiththefindingsofearlierSAMPresearch,womenpar-
ticipantswerediscouragedfrommigratingbyfamiliesorcommunity
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membersinanumberofcases.However,interviewtextssuggestthatthis
discouragementwasgenerallylinkedtofearsaboutvulnerabilitytoabuse
andcrimewhiletravelingorlivinginaforeigncountry,moresothanfor
reasonsrelatedtosubvertingtraditionalgenderroleslocatingwomen
withchildrenandinthehome.Accordingly,womenwerealmostalways
receivedpositivelywhenreturninghometofamiliesandcommunities,
anddidnotappeartosuffernegativesocialconsequencesasaresultof
migrating.Atthesametime,MigrantVoicesresearchwasclearlyunable
toreachwomenintheregionwhomayhavebeensostronglydiscour-
agedthattheychosenottomigrate.

MigrantVoicesalsoconfirmedthat,asrecognizedintheglobalcon-
textbytheGCIMin2005,migration“canbeanempoweringexperi-
enceforwomen.”Mostresearchfelttheyhadbenefitedfromexposure
todifferentlanguagesandcultures,greateraccesstocommercialand
“lifestyle”goodssuchasclothingandelectronicequipment,andasense
ofindependenceandfreedom.Womenalsofoundthattheirindividual
economiccircumstancesimprovedaftermigrating.Whileforsomenew
incomeallowedforlittlemorethanbasicsurvival,othermigrantswere
ultimatelyabletoinvestnewincomeintopurchasingbusinesses,carsand
houses.

Migrant-sendinghouseholdswereinfactmoresignificantbeneficiaries
ofmigrationthanindividualwomenthemselves.Inmostcases,women
describedspendingnewincomeonfood,clothingandtoiletriesforfamily
leftbehindincountriesoforigin,aswellasremittingcashonaregular
basis.Manywomenalsoinvestednewincomeineducation,payingfor
schoolfeesfortheirchildrenaswellassiblingsandotherfamilymembers
incountriesoforigin.Significantly,thissuggeststhatamongstthewomen
interviewed,migrationhasledtopovertyalleviationatthehousehold
level,andtoinvestmentinsocialgoodsandservices.

Interviewtextsalsounderscoredanumberofextremelynegativefea-
turesofmigrationforwomenintheSADCregion.Whileparticipants
whotravelledlegallythroughestablishedborderpostsdescribedrelatively
fewproblems,womenwho“jumpedthefence”facedabarrageofrisks
andrightsabuses.Theseincludedarduousjourneysthrough“thebush”
atnight,constantfearofbeingdetectedbypoliceorImmigrationoffi-
cials,fearofattacksbywildanimals,andabuseandabandonmentatthe
handsofpaidguides.Womenwhowerecaughtcrossingbordersillegally
bypolice,securityorImmigrationofficialsalsodescribedbeingsolicited
forbribesandsexinexchangeforentryintoSouthAfrica.Astoldby
aFocusGroupparticipantwhowascaughtclosetotheBeitbridgebor-
der,“IsleptwiththesoldiersbecauseIdidn’tevenhaveasinglecent.”
Womenmigrantswhoarefacedwithpovertyincountriesoforigin,are
responsibleforhouseholdlivelihoods,andviewtraveldocumentationas
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expensiveandunattainable,willlikelycontinuetofaceinhumaneabuse
ofthiskindwhentravelingthroughirregularmeans.

ConsistentwithpreviousSAMPresearchdocumentinghighlevels
ofxenophobiainSouthAfrica,mostmigrantwomenfacedlittleorno
prospectofsocialintegrationinthecountry,andwereconfrontedwith
exclusion,harassment,andevenabuseonadailybasis.Themostfre-
quentmanifestationofdeep-seatedxenophobiawasregularname-calling,
asourceofshock,angerandhumiliationformanywomenmigrants.A
migrantfromLesothotoldSAMPthatSouthAfricancitizens“treatyou
likedogs”with“norighttobehere.”Migrantwomenalsofeltthatnon-
citizensareoftendepictedas“desperateandpoor,”andareblamedfor
crime,takingjobsfromSouthAfricans,and“stealinghusbands.”

Inresponse,womendevelopedanumberofcopingstrategies,which
includedeffortstospeakinlocaldialects,“learnSouthAfricanculture,”
adoptlocalclothingstyles,andgenerallyto“disguisethatyouareafor-
eigner.”Womenalsosoughttoliveandworkinareaspopulatedbyother
non-citizens,suchasHillbrowindowntownJohannesburg.Manywomen
seekingpartnersorspouseswhileinSouthAfricaalsopreferredrelation-
shipswithforeignmen,whomtheyviewedasmoreunderstandingof
responsibilitiestowardschildrenandfamiliesincountriesoforigin,less
likelytoimposestrictsocial“rules”thatwouldbedifficulttounderstand,
andultimately,lessxenophobic.

Womenwerealsoexcludedfromaccesstoanumberofcriticalbasic
servicesinSouthAfrica.AlthoughtheConstitutionguarantees“equal
protectionandbenefitofthelaw”forallpersonswithinthecountry,
migrantwomenwereregularlyharassedandsolicitedforbribesbySAPS
andMetropoliceofficers,whowerealsoreportedtoregularlydestroy
passportsandIDswithoutdifferentiationbetweenlegalandfraudulent
documents.Distrustofthepolice,andfearofarrestanddeportation,
meantwomenmigrantswereeffectivelyexcludedfromlegalprotec-
tioninSouthAfrica.Further,womenwhowerearrestedandsentto
LindelaRepatriationCentrestatedthattheyhadbeensolicitedbyoffic-
ersforcashbribesandsex,experiencedbeatingsandphysicalabuse,
weredeniedfoodandadequateblankets,andweredetainedinunhy-
gienicconditions.Theseexperiencesareadirectcontraventionofthe
MinimumStandardsofDetentionprescribedbytheDepartmentof
HomeAffairsintheImmigrationRegulationsof2005.48

Asecondmajorpointofexclusionwasfrommedicalservicesand
healthcare,ashasbeendocumentedinseveralpreviousstudiesinSouth
Africa.49Thisisinspiteofinternationalrecognitionofthe“complex”
healthcareneedsofwomenmigrants,whichincluderisksrelatedto
vulnerabilitytoHIVandotherSTI’s,limitedaccesstocontraceptives,
violenceandsexualabuse,andthedifficultyof“safemotherhood.”50
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Participantsdescribedbeingcalledderogatorynamesandrefusedservices
byhealthprofessionals,mostcommonlywhenseekingprenatalcareor
whengivingbirth,againdespitetheConstitutionalrightof“accessto
healthcareservices,includingreproductivehealthcare”andtheguar-
anteethat“noonemayberefusedemergencymedicaltreatment.”5�
WomentoldSAMPthattheyhadgivenbirthinSouthAfricanhospitals
withlittleornoassistancefrommedicalprofessionals,atgreatriskto
theirownhealthandthatoftheirchildren.

Overall,thesefindingssupportandunderscoretheresultsofanumber
ofpreviousstudies,andsuggestthattheexperiencesofmigrantwomen
livinginSouthAfricaareoftencharacterizedbyexclusion,fearand
insecurity,inspiteofthepositiveindividualandeconomicchangesmany
experience.

Atthesametime,textsfromin-depthinterviewsandfocusgroups
revealedanumberofrelativelynewfindingswithrelationtowomen’s
migrationexperiencesintheSADCregion.First,therewasstrongcon-
sensusamongstparticipantsthatmigrationisimportantforwomenin
theSADCregion.Althoughthevalueofmigrationwascruciallylinked
toaccesstoeconomicopportunity,womenalsodiscussedtheimportance
oftravel“fortravel’ssake,”includingthesocialandintellectualbenefits
ofexposuretodifferentculturesandenvironmentsandgreateraccessto
opportunitiesforskillsdevelopmentandeducation.Thesebenefitsare
oftenrecognizedinthecontextoftourismandforeignstudy,butover-
lookedinrelationtopoormigrants.

Inspiteofthehardshipsexperiencedbyparticipants,fromleaving
familybehindincountriesoforigintodangeroustravelconditionsand
exclusionandxenophobiainSouthAfrica,manyfeltthatmigrationwas
generally“easy”forwomenintheSADCregion.Infact,manypartici-
pantsviewedmigrationas“easier”forwomenthanformen,inspiteof
obstaclessuchasvulnerabilitytoabuseandharassment,alackofsocial
“power”andlimitedaccesstothefinancialmeansnecessaryfortravel.
“Easier”migrationforwomenwasattributedtoanumberofgendered
characteristics,includinginherentqualitiesoftrustworthiness,honesty
andlikeability;theabilityto“talk”or“speak,”particularlytoauthority
figuressuchasImmigrationofficers;and,theadvantageofastronger
emotionalandintellectuallinktofamiliesandchildrenincountriesof
origin.Womendid,however,viewmalemigrantsasadvantagedbyhigher
levelsofeducation,betteraccesstojobs,andlesserfinancialobligation
towardsfamilyandchildrenincountriesoforigin.

Mostwomen,includingboth“legal”and“illegal”migrants,hada
workingunderstandingoftherequirementsofSouthAfricanimmigration
lawandpolicy,basedontheirowntravelexperiencesaswellasinforma-
tionfromothermigrants,themedia,borderposts,andgovernmentoffic-
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es.Womenviewedmigrationas“easier”formigrantswho“havethecor-
rectpapersand“obeytherules,”andviewedlegalmigrationasthe“safe”
and“right”waytotravel.Interviewtextsalsosuggestedthatwomen
respecttherightofSouthAfricaandotherstatesintheregiontodeter-
mineandenforcemigrationlawandpolicy.AsalsofoundinDodson’s
(�998)analysis,thesefindingssuggestthatwomenmigrantsaregenerally
“law-abiding”andmay“haveahigherincidenceoflegalmigrationthan
malemigrants.”52However,forsomewomenmigrantsthecostassociated
withlegaltravel,includingvisasandtherequirementof“sufficientavail-
ablefunds,”remainprohibitivelyhigh.Thesecostswereviewedashav-
ingadisproportionatelynegativeeffectonpoorwomen,oncross-border
traderswishingtravelfrequentlyforshortperiodsoftime,andinparticu-
lar,Zimbabweanmigrants.Further,thesecostsappearedtoleaddirectly
todecisionstomigratethrough“theborder-jumpingmethod,”rather
thanpreventpoormigrantsfromenteringSouthAfrica.

Beyondthesefindings,theMigrantVoicesProjectalsogavepartici-
pantstheopportunitytodiscusspotentialchangestomigrationpolicy
inSouthAfricaandtheSADCregionthattheyfeltwouldbenefitother
womenmigrants.First,withnotablecongruencetothere-emergenceof
regionaldebatearoundtheSADCProtocolontheFacilitationofFree
MovementofPersons5�,manywomenmigrantscalledforfundamentally
fewerrestrictionsontravelacrosstheregion.Asastartingpoint,they
proposedmeetingsbetweennationalgovernmentsintheregionto“talk
thingsout”and“amendtheirlaws”inorderto:addresspushfactorssuch
aspovertyandfoodinsecurity,harmonizemigrationpolicyandintroduce
“lawswhicharefriendlytoforeigners,”andfacilitatefreermigration.
InterstaterelationsbetweenSouthAfricaandZimbabweinparticular
wereviewedasimpactingnegativelyonwomen’smigration,withpartici-
pantsobservingthatthetwogovernments“don’tclick”and“don’tlisten
toeachother.”However,thecallforimprovedinter-statecommunication
andcooperationonissuesofmigrationwasextendedtoincludemany
othergovernmentsintheregioninadditiontoZimbabweandSouth
Africa,suchasLesotho,MalawiandMozambique.

BeyondtheproposalthatSADCstatesshouldgenerallystrengthen
communicationandinter-governmentalrelationsinordertomove
towardsfreermovementintheregion,participantsmadeanumberof
specificsuggestionsforremovingmigrationrestrictions.Theseincluded
callsforcompletely“open”borders,aswellasmoremoderatesugges-
tionsofreducedvisaandCustomscosts,moreflexibletimeperiodsfor
stayinSouthAfrica,andtheabilityformigrantstotravelwithinSADC
usingonlyIDs,ratherthanpassports.Therewasalsoenormoussup-
portamongstparticipantsforthe“scrapping”ofvisasrequiredtoenter
SouthAfrica,andhere,manymigrantsexpressedawillingnesstoobtain
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passportsandtravelwithlegaldocumentationaslongasvisasarenot
required.Womenemphasizeddifficultiesexperiencedbycross-border
traderswho“don’tcome[toSouthAfrica]andstay,theymakebusi-
nessandgoback,”butmustundergoacostlyvisaapplicationprocess
priortoeachjourney.Again,thisisconsistentwithconditionsoutlined
withintheSADCProtocol,whichproposesvisa-freetravelbetweenState
Partiesforupto90daysforforeignvisitors,providedthatmigrantspos-
sessvalidtraveldocuments,provide“evidenceofsufficientmeansofsup-
portforthedurationofthevisit,”arenot“prohibitedpersons”according
tothelawsofthehostcountry,andcrosstheborderthroughofficial
portsofentry.54

Giventhatwomenmigrantsparticipatinginthestudywishto
travelthroughregularandlegalmeans,andwerewillingtotravelwith
passports,eliminatingvisitorvisarequirementsforcitizensofSADC
countrieswouldlikelyleadtomoreregularizedtraveloverall.Thishas
potentialtoreducetheenormousfiscalandmanagementburdensof
monitoringandcontrollingirregularmigrationforSADCstates,while
alsoimprovingconditionsoftravelformigrantsintheregion.For
example,theSouthAfricanDepartmentofHomeAffairsreportsthat
�67,��7“illegalforeigners”weredeportedfromSouthAfricain2004,
and209,988in2005.55Themajorityofthese“illegalforeigners”areciti-
zensofotherSADCcountries.TheUnitedNationsHighCommissioner
forRefugees(UNHCR)inPretoriareportedthatthe�54,000migrants
detainedattheLindelaRepatriationCentreduring200�includedthe
followingapproximatenumberofSADCcountrynationals:82,000from
Mozambique;55,000fromZimbabwe;7000fromLesotho;4700from
Malawi;and�000eachfromTanzaniaandSwaziland.56Thecostof
removalsanddeportationsduring2005wasestimatedatR200million,57
andthecostsofoperatingtheLindelaCentreare“reportedtobetwice
thoseofanormalSouthAfricanprison.”58

Introducingvisa-freetravelfortemporaryvisitors,however,would
notspecificallyaddresstheneedsofcross-bordertraders,whowould
benefitfromlessrestrictiveentryrequirementsinSouthAfricanbut
wouldstillnothavetherighttolegaltradeorbusiness.Creatingaspe-
cificvisaforsmall-scaletradersandentrepreneurstoconductbusiness
inSouthAfrica,orevenincountriesacrosstheentireregion,would
supportSADC’sgoalsofachievingregionaleconomicintegrationand
cooperation,andenhancetheanti-povertyanddevelopmentalmigration
outcomesthatwomenparticipantsdescribed,suchasgreaterhousehold
income,foodsecurityandinvestmentineducation.

Theparticipantsalsoidentifiedarangeofservicesthatwouldben-
efitwomenmigrants,beginningwithmoreaccessibleinformationabout
migrationlawsandpolicy.Manyvieweditasimportantformigrantsto
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havesomeformofidentitydocumentthatwouldallowaccesstocertain
criticalservices,suchastheabilitytoenrolchildreninschools,open
bankaccounts,obtaincredit,enterintoaccommodationleaseagree-
ments,andtopurchaseahomeorotherproperty.Theparticipantsalso
suggestedthatprovidinglegalmigrantswithrecognizedidentitydocu-
mentswouldreduceinstancesofpoliceharassmentandabuse,whilealso
allowingforbetterdifferentiationbetweenlegalandillegalmigrants.59
Currently,SouthAfricannationalidentitydocumentsareonlyavailable
tocitizensandpermanentresidents,andseparatedocumentsareissued
torecognizedrefugees.

Participantssuggestedthatwomenintheregionrequirefargreater
protectionwhenmigrating,inanumberofdifferentrespects.Women
calledformoresecuritytocombatcrimearoundborderareas,aswellas
safertransportandaccommodation.Finally,reflectingnegativeexperi-
encesininteractingwithcitizensandgovernment,participantsappealed
fortheequaltreatmentofmigrantsinSouthAfrica.
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