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• ‚Incivilities‘ (10)

• ‚Revitalisation‘ (5)

• ‚Infrastructure‘ (4)

• ‚Housing market

effects‘ (2)

• None considering

all categories

• Only two mention

positive + negative

• Positive role: 3 

Negative role: 5

Neutral: 7

1 6

YEAR

CITY

UNIT

METHODS

MODEL

ATTRIBUTES

EFFECTS

ROLE

• Wide range of 

publication dates

• Milestone 2004

• No narrowed focus

over time

• Anglo-American   

bias

• Qualitative 

approaches in 

majority

• Statistical data

(mapping)

• No methodological

bias found

• No conceptual

foundation visible

• Studentification as

auxiliary framework
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MONTPELLIER
FRANCE

&
HEIDELBERG
GERMANY

Results of the 

Case Study
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Source: Own editing based on Amt für Stadtentwicklung und Statistik Heidelberg (2013)

DATA
HEIDELBERG:

SHARE OF STUDENT HOUSEHOLDS
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Source: Own editing based on Audric (2012)

MONTPELLIER:

SHARE OF STUDENT HOUSEHOLDS DATA
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9

Montpellier: Population by Age Groups

Source: Direction de l‘action territoriale Montpellier (2014)

Montpellier: Forms of Accommodation
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Source: Own photographic documentary



DATA
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Source: Own photographic documentary
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Montpellier: Figure ground plan (built structure)

Source: Own editing based on Open StreetMap
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‘STUDENT URBANITY’:

MONTPELLIER & HEIDELBERG IN COMPARISON

Distribution of 

students

• Historic momentum: 

City center 

‚Radial Ring‘ 

• Clear pattern: 

Triangle

• Historic momentum: 

Converging villages

• No clear pattern: 

Center-oriented 

Social structure Built structure

• Age: Affects ends of scale

• Unemployment rate: 

Below average

• Diversity: Higher 

percentage of foreigners

• Age: Very high share of 

young inhabitants

• Unemployment rate: 

Below average

• Educational level: 

Above average

• Diversity: Higher 

percentage of foreigners

Housing:

- High share of one-person

households

- More apartments, less detached

homes 

• Historically grown vs. 

subject of city planning

• Built structure: Structural

homogeneity of the area

• Functional flexibility: 

Solidity vs. Conversion

Housing:

- High share of one-person

households

- More apartments, less detached

homes 

~

~
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Source: Steinmueller (2015)

Flexible functional structureSolid functional structure

Functional flexibility of built structure
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URBAN SPACE:

SPATIAL DEVELOPMENT VS. FUNCTIONAL ARRANGEMENT



DATA

16

‘STUDENT URBANITY’:

MONTPELLIER & HEIDELBERG IN COMPARISON

Urban Space I

• Dynamic and changeable urban space

• Occupancy and conversion through use 

of space

• Heterogeneous functional meanings of 

urban space 

• Infrastructural impact clear and dynamic

• Students able to occupy and shape urban 

space: Small local centres, Street Art etc.

• Student charisma of urban areas genuine and 

dynamic

• Infrastructural impact detectable but traditional

• Students use urban space according to its 

characteristic, reproduce its content and symbols

• Student charisma institutionalised 

• Traditional setting instead of ‘Scene’

• Static urban space

• Strong use of space without possibility of 

conversion

• Strong functional meaning of urban 

space: Historic momentum (picturesque 

Old Town, urban campus)

Urban Space II

~ ~
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TENDENCIES OF REVALUATION

MONTPELLIER & HEIDELBERG IN COMPARISON

Infrastructure

Reurbanisation

‘Anchor’

‘Structure’

‘Open’

‘Develop’

Infrastructure

Reurbanisation

Reproduction

Knowledge 

City

Functional 

Solidity



DATA
TENDENCIES OF DEVALUATION

MONTPELLIER & HEIDELBERG IN COMPARISON

Tense Housing 

Market

Student 

Accommodation

Incivilities

Segregation

Tense Housing 

Market

Student 

Accommodation

Incivilities

27



19

Thank you!
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