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INTRODUCTION

This study consists of a brief sketch
of Wells' 1life and a discussion of his novels.
It contains no discussion of the works aside
from the‘novela, though something of their
contribution to the understending of Wells'

point of view is indicated in the biographical

sketch. Discussion of these works is omitted,
not because they are not themselves of interest
and velue, but because & discussion of them is
not essential to my present purpose in treating
the novels.

In the biogrephical sketch I have
given the main facts of Wells' 1life, together
with such & brief account of the development
of his point of view as belongs properly to thé
story of his 1life and as helps to render in-
telligible the general trend of his novels.

My plen for. the discussion of the
novels has been shaped largely by my con-
viction that in all of the novels the main
interest, both to Wells and to the Reader,

166860 59)
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lies in the matter of theme. I have dis-
cussed the novelé, therefore, in such a way
as to make clear the nature of the themes,

and to show how Wells has presented them.

In doing the latter, 1 have considered some
matters of construction and alsb, for cer-
tain of the novels, & much-used fantastic
element. I have found that a number of

the novels deal with general social interests,
and that a number deal with specific problems;
I have, therefore, discussed these two classes
of novels in separate chapters.

There is the widest difference in the
plans of discussion of the matter of theme in
the two chapters on novels, necessitated by
the great difference between the two classes
of novels. In the first class, the interest
in society is general; in the secbnd, it is
gathered up into the consideration of specific
problems. ‘he novels of the second class are,
therefore, superior to those of the first in
unity of impression; because of that superior
unity, they admit of more satisfactory thesis

treatment than do the novels of the first class,
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and, indeed, they merit more thorough treat-
ment . |

The appendices aie added, the
first because its illustration of Wells'
passionate interest and belief in humanity
gives the reader an appreciation of the
inevitableness of the social interest dis-
played throughout Wellé' novels; the second,
because Wells' statement of his own ideas
concerning the novel is naturally of peculiar
interest in connection with the study of his

novels.



CHAPTER I

HERBERT GEORGE WELLS



HERBERT GEORGE WELLS!

Herbert George Vells was born in

Bromley, Kent, September 21, 1866. His

father,

Joseph Wells, was the son of the

head-gardener of Lord de Lisle at fenshurst

Castle,

XKent, and was himself & professional

cricketer and the keeper of & small shop.2

Wells' mother, the daughter of an innkeeper,

had been before her marriasge to Joseph Wells a

lady's maid. T. Seccombe refers to the

father as & "man of ingenious and passionate

turn",3 and to the mother, whom he knew

l. The
are
a.
b.

Ce

d.

general facts of the 1life of H. G. Wells
teken from the following sources:
Who's Who, 1918, Wells, Herbert George,
ILiving Age, vol. CCLXXXII, 1914, Thomas
Seccombe, Life and Vork of Wells, pp.
392-405.
Van Wyck Brooks, ¥orld of H. G. Wells,
quotations from Wells' introduction to
8 Russian translation of his works, pp.
130"3.
The Encyclopaedis Brittanica, Wells,
Herbert Georgee.

2. Xipps, In the novel of that name, spends

his

boyhood in & smsll shop.

Be Living;Age%yol. CCCLXXXII, T. Seccombe, Life

and Y oTrK o

Wells, pe 393,

1.
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personally in her later years, as a 'gentle
little ol1d 1ady."4 Concerning other an-
cestors Wells says that he himself knows
almost nothing.5
The small capital of the Wells
family was lost in the failure of their
shop.6 When Wells was twelve years old,
the home was broken up, and his mother
went to be housekeeper to her former mis-
tress, Miss Fetherstonhaugh, at Up Park,
near Petersfield. Wells was with his
mother at Up Park for & time, and there,
while as housekeeper's son he was having
impressed upon him the strict rules of class
in British society, he was at the same time
breaking th®se rules by the unauthorized use

of the 11brary.7

4., Livi Age, vol. CCCLXXXII, T. Seccombe,

1ifs and Work of yells, p. 39
5. Brooks, Life and Work of H. G. Wells, p. 130-1.
6. In New Worlds for 0Old, Wells specks at

length about the common failure of small

shops and calls it "the oruellest sspect

of our economic struggle”. See pp. 154-6.

7 Livi Age, vol. CCLXXXII, T. Seccombe,
Tife and Vork of Wells, p. 395.

George Ponderevo in Tono-Bungay, is the
son of & housekeeper, snd makes unauthorized
use" of the Bladersover library: Feccombe ig
positive that the picture of the rather hard
housekeeper there presented ie not & picture
of Vells' own mother.
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At the age of thirteen,8 Wells, who
had_previously attended 8 private school in
Bromley, was taken from his studies to be made
a shopkeeper.9 In his early shop life, however,
he did not set himself to learn the business
as was expected of him, but cherished and in-
dulged ss far as possible his passion for read-
ing. He was first sent to bé & learner at a
draper's establishment in Windsor, and from
there was soon transferred to a chemist's
shop in sidhurst.19 At the éhemist's shop,
he seems to have made a good start in his
scientific studies. After two years in Mid-
hurst, Wells went to Wookey Hale, Sémerset,
as pupil teacher at the primary school; but
being unsuccessful there, he was sent back
to éhop life, this time as apprentice to a
draper at Southses. the two years spent
at Southsee, filled with friction between Wells'
love of study and his duties as dréper's apprentice,
ended in Wells' breaking his indentures and setting -
8. A portrait of Wells st the age of thirteen
appears in the Cosmopolitan, v. XXXIEI, p¢,469.

9, cf. Chapter II, p. 38. In New Worlds for 014, p. 110,
Welle says that two of his brothers have also been
shop aseistants.

10. "I was a difficult son to place", New Worlds for
0ld, p. 110.




out definitely to obtain an education. He
secured an assistantship at Midhurst Grammar
School and from there he obtained a scholar-
ship in the University of London. While a
student of biology, he casme under the in-
fluence of Professor Huxley. In 1888 Wells
took the degree of B, Sc. with honors.

For several years after taking his
degree, Wells devoted himself to teaching. He
was assistaent-master at Henley House School,
St. John's Wo'od, where he taught science and

English, and also edited Henley House Magazine.

He left that position to combine the activities

of tutor, lecturer, and crammer at the 0ld

University Correspondernce clasces held in Red

Lion Square. He was successful as a teacher,

being naturally a clear demonstrator and being

able to maintain a strong personnl hold on his

students. He overworked, however, and a physical

breakdown marked the close of his career as teacher.
With almost no savings, and with an en-

forced vecation on his hands, the young scientist

now came upon discouraging times. However, he had

already made a few trials in the field of Journalism,

and the writing of humorous magazine articles pre-

sented itself as a possible means of making necessary



money. In 1893 Wells began writing for the Pall
Mall Gazette, of which he was dramatic critic in

1895,11 In these years he was writing also for

the Saturday Review snd Nature. His work readily

beceme popular, gnd brought him & satisfactory in-
come. After a second physical breakdown (about
1895), Wells turned from Journalism to his final
tesgk, that of authorship.

During the years of his authorskip,
Wells has lived at TWoking, at Sandgate, and at Dummow,
Lssex. He is' married to Amy Catherine kobbins, and
is the father o two sons.t2  Seccombe mentions yy,
strenuous games that are played at the Wells home, and
if one may judge from the description of home gsames

in Mr. Britling Sees It Through, and from the en-

thusiasm o0f Yells in his books on Floor Games and

Little Vars, it seems certain thst, busy author

though he is, Wells has bullt up a very cheery

1ll. Encyclopaedia Brittanica, Wells, Herbert George,
12, The wife is mentioned incidentally in New Worlds
for 014, p. 155.
According to mention of the sons in lNew Worlds
for 0ld, p. 139, they were born about 1903 ana
. The sons are spoken of throughout Floor
Games &as F. R. W. and G. P. W., and are men-
tioned in What Is Coming, p. 148, as students
in middle school.

b.



recrestionsl féature in his home life.l3

Definite details of his home 1life have
no place in any of Wells' books, but sometimes
there is a pleasing suggestion of the atmosphere
of his home. As he concludes his study of social
conditions in America, he writes this paragraph:

"The air is very warm and pleasant in
my garden tonight, the sunset has left a rim
of greenish-gold about the northward sky, shad-
ing up a blue that is, as yet, scarce pierced
by any star. , I write down these last words
here, and then I shall step through the window
and sit out there in the kindly twilight, now
quiet, now gossiping idly of what so-and so
haed done while I have been away, of personal
motives and of little incidents and entertain-
ing intimate things." 14

The major portion of Wells books are
novels, but he has published also several vol-
umes of chort stories, two books about gemes,
and a number of books in which he gives direct
expression to his viewe on sociological, po-
liticzl amd religious questions.

Wells started his career as an author
with the keenly inquiring mind of the student of
science, and with that inquiring mind centered
upon society. He was studying not one aspect,

merely, but all aspects of society; and in early

13. Pictures of Mr. Wells' home, hockey field,

and garden appear in the Rookmen, Vol. XLV,

pn. 586-93.
l14. The Future in America, p. 269,
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works, both novels and books of personal utter-
ance, the variety of interests treated seems all-
inclusive. 15
From his attitude of interested inquiry
about society in general, Wells moved, in the
course of ten or twelve years, to an attitude of
conviction concerning certsin definite problems. .
He reached the conviction that the only basis of
true advancement for society was not outward
change, but first of all a change of mind.16
This conviction he applied both in novels and
in avowedly socialistic treatises to the great
social problems of ownershipe.
His arrival at a definite conviction
concerning the basis of social advancement af-
fected Wells deeply. With the need of society
defined,he found in the possibility of his help-
ing to meet that need a purpdse great enough not
15. Anticipations more than any other one book
shows how, early in his career, Wells' mind
was seething with social interests. It would
be hard to find an aspect of social life desalt
with in a8ll ¥ells' books that iB not at least
mentioned in Anticipations.

16. For a cleur statement of wells* position in
this matter, see llew Worlds for 0ld, p. 265,

All the books of this-period are permested
by this idea. B ‘




only to keep his intellectual interest, but also
to arouse within him 81l the fervor of his being.
He gave himself to the writing of his books
with a conscious consecration and a religious
devotion. "In a sense Socialism is a religion,
to me it is a religion“; he wrote.l’

Wells took his next step naturally.
He endeavored to become still more fundemental,
and so moved from the work of showing change of
mind necessary to the solution of the great prob-
lems of owneré%ip, to a study of the seat of
that change, the inner 1life of the individual.
With this turning of thought to the inner man
came the crystallization of Wells' own religious
fervor about the personality of a finite God who
leads men in their social advencement, and in the
following of whom comes that change of the individual
mind which is the ultimate salvation of society.18
The high tide of his attempts to be absolutely
fundamental came for Wells in thoce years of
general turning to fundamentals, the years of the
world-war.

To Jjudge from his latest book, Wells
17. New Worlds for 0ld, p. 1l34.
18. Aside from the novels, God the Invisible King

is the moct definite embodiment of wells!
religious attitude.
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seems now to be about to give up his attempt
to centralize other men's fervor about his God.
He has found the idea of God, so potent for him-
self, failing to prove a rallying force for
other men.19 Jucst now he is centering his ac-
tivity upon the plan for a League of Free Nations.

Wells is a significant author. In this
day of social unrest he has centered his very
considerable intellectual powers upon the study
of socizl quettions; he has written books both
of widely ranged observations of social problems,
and of suggested solutions which go much deeper
than outward end immediate change. Such books,
because of their revelstion of present conditionms,
are significant for our own dsy and for the future
student of our day; and because of the psychological
character of their suggested solutions, they are
significant for those of any age who are interested
in men and their problems.

Wells has been characterized as intellectusal,
but cold. Phelps says of him, "We sll admire the

enormous industry and the mentsl viegor of H. G. Wells....

19. See In The Fourth Yeasr, pp. 151-2.
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But we feel no more love for him than for a load
of bricks.m" 20

It is true that Welle does not in any
one book inspire a personal affection for himself.
He does not give himself nor hig readers the pleasure
of the intimate personal_revelations~that endear an
author to his readers. But characteristics revealed
by his works as a whole, - an intensity of passion
for the welfsre,of humanitys a faith, held almost
fiercely against all that would defeat it, in the
glorious, God-like destiny of mankind; a willingness
to deny himself personal glorification, and utterly
to cink his identity in the task of hastening the
day of man's great destiny - make H. G. Wells a

magnificent, even a personally lovely character.

20. The Advance of the English Novel, p. 257,




CHAPTER II

NOVELS DEALING WITH GEFERAL SOCIAL INTERESTS



CHRONOLOGICAL LIST OF NOVELS DEALING WITH GENERAL

1896

1896

1897
1898
1899
1900
1901
1902
1904
1906
1906
1908
1910
1914
1915

SOCIAL INTEREETS

celect Conversations with an Uncle

The Time Machine

The Wonderful Visit

The Island of Dr. Moreamn

The Wheels of Chance

The Invisible Man

The War of the Worlds

When the Sleeper akes

Love and Mr. Lewisham

The First Men in the loon

The Sea Lady

The Fooed of the Gods

Kipps
In the Days of the Comet

The War in the Air

The History of Mr. Polly

The Torld Set Free

Bealby

11.
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A. Concerning Theme

I shall deal with the theme of the
novels under discussion in two ways: (1) I
shall suggest the range of social interests
treated, by means of a representative list of
those interests together with the names of two
or three novels in which each interest named is’
discussed; any interest named will not necessarily
be tihe main interest end never the only interest
of the book given as treating it, and therefore
the same book may be referred to more than once
in the list. .(2) I chall then illustrate the
discussion of social interests as treated in
these novels both by means of the stories as a
whole, and by means of touches aside from the main

drift of the stories.,
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1. REPRESENTATIVE LIST OF SOCIAL INT=RESTS DISCUSFED

IN THESE NOVELS

8. Concerning the poor
(&)l Enslavement of the poor

The 7Time Machine

When the Sleeper Vakes

(b)1 Difficulties in way of marriage for thne
poor
Love and lr. Lewisham

G

In the Days of the Comet

(c)l The household servant

The Wonderful Visit

Bealby
(d)1 The shop clerk

The Wheels of Chance

Xipps
b. Educsation
When the Sleeper Vakes

Kipps
The History of lr. Polly

c. Politics

Wnen the Sleeper Wakes

In the Days of the Comet

The World Set Free




4.

de IMiliterism

The War of the Worlds

The Wer in the Air

The World Set Free

e. Religion
(a)! Weskness of religious lesders

The Wneels of Chance

The War of the Worlds

Love end Mr. Lewisham

(b)) Repudistion of o0ld dogmas

Love &and Mr. Lewisham

In the Days of the Comet

Kipps

f. The home
(a)1 Matrimonial difficulties

Love and Mr. Lewisham

The History of Mr. Polly

(b)1 Parenthood

Love snd Mr. Lewisham

Kipps
(c) Care of children

Wnen the Sleeper Wakes

The History of Ilr. Polly

g. Possible sociel significance of scientific

discoveries



The Island of Dr. Moream

The Food of the Gods

The World Set Free

he Dreams vs. iealities in life

The Wheels of Chance

Love and MrQ Lewisham

The Sea Lagx

15+
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(2) ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE DISCUSSION OF GENERAL
SOCIAL INTERESTS IN THESE NOVELS

&. The novels under discussion deal
with social interests by means of the story as
a whole.

In The Wonderful Visit, for example,

the whole story of the visit of the angel of

art to this earth is told to show by the angel's
reaction to our life, how our life gquares with
artistic principles. The angel feels mystified
and depressed because of the conventions, insin-
cerities, and petty cruelties of society; but

he finds the element of self-sacrificing love
entirely besutiful, more beautiful even than
anything he has known in his own perfect worid.
It is in the 1little servant girl at the vicarage
that he sees revealed this redeeming element.
The vicarage is burning;

"Thege's & girl in the house, and she
can't get out!

"Went in after a fiddle", said another.
"Twas hopeless", he heard someone else say.
"] was standing near her. I heerd her.

Says she: 'I can get his fiddle!' I heerd her just
like that! 'I can get his fiddle'."



"For o moment the angel stood stawxl-
ing. Then in a flash he saw it all, saw this
arim little world of battle and cruelty, trans-
figuredin & splendour that outshone the angelic
land, suffused suddenly and insupportably glor-
ious with thﬁ.wonderful light of love and self-
sacrifice.”

The whole story of Hoopdriver in The
Wheels of Chance deals with the life of the

lower middle-class men; Hoopdriver embodies their
pitiful handicaps, their ridiculous tendencies to
pretension, their deep buried longings to be some-
thing nobler, and the saving power of imsgination
for them, by which they may forget their despair
and move, if slowly, at least with something of
zest, forward. Hoopdriver imegining himself a
"bloomin' dook" or & South Africen diemond owner,
Hoopdriver repeating his "Father chartin heaven",
Hoopdriver riding up to the draper's shop with
its endless folding of cretonnes and crying of
"Hoopdriver Forward!" - coming back to thet after
his days of heroic imeginings, and coming Back
with & glorifying difference - thet is & picture
of struggling lower middle-cless life. Wells
haes himself attempted to give us & bit of his

purpose with regard to the story:

l. The Wonderful Visit, p. 238.

7.
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"If you see how & mere counter-
jumper, a cad on castors, and a fool to boot,
may come to feel the little insufficiencies
of life, and if he has to &any extent won your
sympathies, my end is attained." 2

The whole story of The Sea Lady

presents the allurement of "other dreams" as
opposed to society's demsnd for common sense.
The mermaid comes with her etnerial beauty
and her strangely fascinating suggestions.
Melville, not.yithout a struggle, holds firmly
to this world; but Chatteris finally goes with
the mermaid. Miss Glendower, in contrsast, ca-
pable and efficiemt in the ways of this world,
has not need, even, to make & decision; the
whisper of "better dreams" never reaches her
ear. ©the fits here. She will remsain s part of
the sociasl and political 1life of her day; society
will have the benefit of her clear sense; but in
the meantime, society is losing from its possible
leaders Chatteris, the man of gogtic mind, who
has followed the dreams entirely.

(b) These novels deal with many socisal
interests by means of touches aside from the main
drift of the story. 1In general, these are qualify-

ing touches, showing how ferfrom poessible it is

2. The Wheels of Chance, p. 317.




in & study of society to classify elements
simply as good or bad, how hard it is to
analyze at all certeinly a society made up
of human beings.

For example, Prendick,in The Islsand

of Dr. lMoreaW, suffers deeply at the evidences

of animal pain in the vivisectionist's laboratory;
but Prendick has a confession to make, which
qualifies his fine spirit of compassions
"It was as 1f all the pain in the
world had found a voice. Yet had I known
such pain was in the next room, and had it
been dumb, I believe - I have thought since -
I could have stood it well enough." 3

In Love and Mr. Lewisham, Lewisham's

wife,4 who he has just concluded represents the
greatest thing in 1life for him, buys him & new
waste basket to use at his study. The "Schema”
of his 0ld days of dreaming and of high effort,
which his wife's coming ended, chances to be the
first bit of rubbish which Lewishem tosses into
the basket.

Just as we ere liking Buggins and feel-
ing that shopmen in general should not be lumped

off as an inferior class, we ere abruptly saved

by hie own unfairness, from becoming too sentimental

3, The Island of vr. Morean, p. 68.
4., Love and lMr. Lewishall.

19.
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about the attitude of society toward men of
his clsaes:

"It won't do to give these here
Blacks votes.... They're different altogether",
said Buggins. "They ‘'aven't the sound sense of
Englishmen, and they 'aven't the character.
There's & sort of dishonesty about ‘'em - false
witness and all that - of which an Englishman
hes no idea...« They're too timid to be honest.
Too slavish. They asren't used to being free
like we are, and if you gave 'em freedom they
wouldn't make a proper use of it." 5

The artilleryman in The War of the

Worlds seéms to be vigor incarnate in his
program for the world:

"We can't have any weak or silly.
Life is resl again, and the cumbersome and
mischievous have to die....But saving the race
is nothing in itself. As I say, that's only
being rats. It's saving our knowledge and
adding to it is the thing. ..."6

But hear this same artilleryman
a little later:

"Let us knock off a bit....Oh one
can't always work."7

The hero of 1he War of the Worlds

reaches the heights in spiritual things, but
the sequel is not in keeping:
"Now I prayed indeed, pleading

steadfastly and sanely, face to face with
the darkness of God. ctrunge night!

6. Xipps, p. 138.
6. Tne War of the Worlds, pp. 259-60.
7. Op. Bit. p. 268.




Strangest in this, that so soon as dawn hsad
come, I, vho had talked with God, crept out
of the house like & rat leaving its hiding

place."8

In The History of Mr. Polly, Mr.

Polly's generél depression, and at the same
time a good deal of the trouble of society

is commented upon as follows:

"There had been & time when two
people had thought Mr. Polly the most won-
derful and adorable thing in the world...-

And also they had fed him rather unwisely,

for no one had ever troubled to teach his
mother anything about the mysteries of a
child's upbringingy...and by his fifth birth-
day the perfect rhythmsof his nice new

interior were already dimmed with perplexity."9

"iir. Polly went into the National
School at six and he left the privsate school
at fourteen, and by that time his mind was in
much the same state that you would be in, dear
reader, if you were operated upon ¥for appendicitis
by a well meening, boldly enterprising, but rather
over-worxed and under-paid butegher boy, who was
superseded towards the climax of the operation by
a left-handed clerk of high principle but in-
temperste habits, - that is to say, it was in

a thorough mess." 10

8. The War of the Worlds, pp. 245-6.
9. The History of Mr. Polly, ppe 9-10.

100 920 Cito, po 120

21,
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NOVELS DEALINS ﬁITH GENERAL £0CIAL INTERESTS

B. Concerning the Fantastic Elements.

In eleven of the books of this
division the plot is based mainly upon

fantastic elements,



A. CHRONOLOGICAL LIST OF NOVELS EMPLOYING FANTASTIC

ELEMENTS TOGETHER WITH AN INDICATION OF THE FANTASTIC

1895

1896

1897

1898

1899

1901

1902
1904

ELEMENT EMPLOYED IN EACH.

The Time Machine - Travel in Time

The Wonderful Visit - An angelie

visitant on this earth

The Island of Dr. Moreau - The making

of beasts into men.

The Invisible -Man - Use of a substance

rendering solid matter invisible.
The War of the Worlds - An invasion

of this world from lars.

When the Sleeper Wakes - A man waking from

a state of com two centuries aftér

his own time.

The FPirst Men in the Moon - A visit to

the moon, made possible by & substence
impervious to the action of gravity.

The Sea Lady - A mermaid's visit on land.

The Food® of the Gods - Production, by

means of a scientific food, of a race

of giants.



1906

1908

1914

In the Days of the Comet - Complete change

of the mind of the race by & comet's
action on the atmosphere surrbnnding

this esarth.

The War in the Air - Total destruction

of civilization by & war of air ships.

The World Set Free - Utilization of

atomic energy.

24,



I shall discuss the fanteetic element
in the novels listed above, under three hesads:
(1) Wells' reasons for the use of the fantsstic
element; (2) Wells' avoidance of artificiality
in the use of the'fantastic'element; and (3)
Wells' use of the fantastic element in relation
to his treatment of social interests.

(1) There are two reasons shown by

these novels for Wells' use of the fantastic

»

element in them:

(a) Wells enjoys the contemplation
of imsginary environments; he likes to play with
the fantastic ideas that come to him, setting
them in one perspective, then in another.
Reactions of people totally unknown to each ofher
he pictures in the coming together of the inhabi-
tants of different wdrlds, (the Martiansll end the
angellzon earth, Cavor and Bedford in'the moonlz),
and in the coming together bf(people out of dif-
ferent ages (the Time Traveler with the Eloi and
the lorlocksl4, and Graham with the men of two

centuries beyond his timel®). The possibility

11. Tne War of the Worlds

12. The TWonderftul Visit

13. Tne Firet lMen in the Moon
14. The Time lachine

15. Wnen the Sieeper VWakes

£b.
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of life within instead of on a planet he pictures

in the tale of thelenlocksleand then more elaborately
in that of the Selenitesl?. The possibility of new
things for the world through strange chemical reac-
tions he imagines in different ways in The Food of

the Gods and In the Days of the Comet. The possibility

of a great world war with succeeding disaster to society

he pictures in The War of the Worlds, and of such a war

with succeeding benefit he pictures in The 'orld et

Free.

(b) Wells’needs an unusual element in these
stories of general social interest to cover the lack
of incident. In later books where specific problems
absorb the interest and where, too, & development of
the suthor's skill in incident is manifest, such an
artificisl means of arousing interest is unnecessary;
but in these books it is needed. The series of fights
amd escapes of the Time Travelerl8, of Bedford and Cavorl?
of Prendick“Q, or of the Sleeper,®lfor instance, would
be dull outside their novel environment. The series

of conversations which meke up The Sea Lady would have

1ittle value as & story if one of the participators were

not & mermaid. One long tale of destruction would be

16. The Time achine

17. Tne rirst lMen in the Moon
18. The Time llachine

%9, The rirst ..en inm the loon
29. The 1Island of Dr. lloresam
2l. Tmem tne “leever "&kesS




wearisome except for the novel machinery and

the novel fighters in The War of the Worlds,

and the wonderful hosts of airplanes and the

astounding return to barbarism in The War in

the Air.
(2) Wells avoids the effect of

artificiality in his use of fantesy in two
Ways e

(2) By virtue of his keen interest
in the wonders of the scientific laboratory,

%ells enters enthusiastically into the wonders

his own mind has conceived. He fully eympathizes

with the Time Traveler's eagerness for a second
trip in time; the shiny steel levers, full of
potentiality, could not long remain unused 1#
his hands.22 He sheres Redwood's mental ela-
tion at his conception of & beautiful growth
curve having no psuses, and he understands
Bensington's high moment when it comes to the .
scientist tnat the thing he shall make shall be
the Kood of the Gods.23 The clear exgception

to "ells' enjoyment of the scientific wonders

he has conceived, i.e. in the case of Moream's

22, The Time Machine
23, Tne Food of the Gods

27.



28.
triumph in vivisection24, is a significant exception:
in that case the scientific advencement brings suf?
fering to no end, - the beast-men produced have no
future of growth but only a path of retrogeséion
before them.

(b) By virtue of his feeling of the lack
of fixity in the universe Wells easily conceives
of novel situations as possible and makes them ap-
pear so to his resaders. He makes himself im-
medictely at home in whatever environment he has
created. There are no long sketches of wonder-
ment; the people of 802,701 are quickly the Eloi
and the Morlocks®®,  just as if our author had
known always thet they existed and had the nam;s
waiting for them. The dwellers in the moon are
the Selenites and of course are ruled over by the
Grand Lunarzég The giants are the Children of the
F00d279 and ells accepts them at once as the hope
of the race and exactly the development he hes been
expecting. By taking things for granted, by giving
only as much explanation as cannot be refuted, and
by refraining from going into provoking discuscions,
Wells nas succeeded in méking his imeginings savor
sufficiently of reality to be safisfying to the

aversge reader. There is none of the stories which

24. The Islsnd of Dr. Morean
25. Tne Time llachine

26. Tne First len in the loon
27. The Food of tne Gods




asks too much of the resder's imagination for
pleasure, none which violates the artistic
necessity of the reader's being able to enter
into the tale without feeling that he has made
a fool of himself.

3. Wells uses the fantastic element
in these novels to render more effective his
discussion of social problems. This he does
in three ways.

(a) He uses fantastic situations
to bring cause and effect into evident con-
nection. For example, there is a jump of

two hundred years in When the fleeper Vakes,

and the wakened Sleeper is keenly and bitterly
eaware that in his own age he and his fellows

were unconsciously making the age in which he

nes wakened. This is hies cry as he views the

results:

"But how is it with the little 1lives
that make up this greater 1life? How is it with
the common lives? As it has ever been - sorrow
and labour, lives cramped and unfulfilled, lives
tempted by power, tempted by wealth, and gone to
waste and folly." 28.

There is a jump of millions of years

in The Time Machine}{ and the Time Traveler,

28. pp. £99-300.

29.



in the midst of the Eloi with all their im-
potent loveliness, and quivering with loath-

ing at the returned beast in the llorlocks, says
with & conviction impossible to speculation aside
from these surroundings,

"Ages sgo, thousands of generations
ago, men had thrust his brother man out of the
eacse and sunlight of life. And now that brother
was coming back changed." 29

(b) Wells uses fantastic situations
in making effective contrasts. For example, the
contrast between o;r blundering, half-thinking
1ife, and one of clear unbiesed thought, is im-
pressively mede in the story of the great change

in In the Days of the Comet. The extent of our

departure from frankness in dealing with all the
affairs of life is effectively expressed in the
contrast between the vicar and his angeliec visitant.so
(c) Wells uses fantastic situastions for
the purpose of giving us & detached view of some
of our social wesaknesses. _
(a)1 He shows the weaknesses to us
in & truer perspective through & story of an
imaginary race than would be possible through
a story of our own race. For example, he pre-
sents tne dangerous teudency of our practical

29. The Time !facnine, Dpe. 136-7.
30. Tne wonderful Visit.




philosophy that some men are natural slaves,
in the picture of the results of that philosophy
among the Selenites:

".,.equite recently I came upon a
number of young Selenites confined in jars from
which only the forelimbs protruded, who were
being compressed to become machine-minders of
a speclal sort. The extended 'hand' is stim-
ulated by irritants, and nourished by injection,
while the rest of the body is starved. Phi-oo0,
unless I misunderstood him, explained that in
the earlier stages these queer little creatures
are apt to display signs of suffering in their
various cramped situations, but they easily
become indurated to their lot. That wretched
looking hend sticking out of its Jar seemed
to have a sort of limp appeal for lost possi-
bilities; it haunts me still, although of course
it is really in the,end a far more humean pro-
ceeding than our earthly method of leaving
children to grow into human beings and then
making machines of them." 31

The Selenites' seemingly inhumane
system of dealing with the unemployed brings

into perspective our own cruelty in that regard:

"A1ll that huge extent of mushroom
ground was, I found, peppered with those
prostrate figures sleeping under an opiate
until the moon had need of them....I felt a
distinctly unpleasant sensation....It &imply-
11lustrates the unthinking way in which one
acquires habits of thought and feeling. To
drug the worker one does not want and toss
him aside, is surely far better than to expel
him from his factory to wander starving in
the streets."32

31l. The First Meg in the Moon , Cosmopolitan,vp1;'xxx1' 9396
32. OE. EIE.' 980 -




(b)l  The use of charscters who
hear of our life for the first time also gives
us & detached view of ourselves. War viewed
through the scientific eyes of the Grand Lunar,
or human enmity through the artist-eyes of the
angel visitant are equally unintelligible:

"You mean to say", inquired the
estonished Grand Lunar, "that you run
about over the surface of your world, this
world whose riches you have scarcely begun

to scrape, killing one another for beasts
to eat?"™ 33

And the saddened angel of art comes
to the Vicar from his first day of viewing
the little villege,with the puzzling situation:

"A dog today behaved most disagreeably.
And these boye, and the way in which people speak -
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