KEMENTERIAN RISET, TEKNOLOGI DAN PENDIDIKAN TINGGI
UNIVERSITAS SYIAH KUALA
UPT. PERPUSTAKAAN

Jalan T. Nyak Arief, Kampus UNSYIAH, Darussalam — Banda Aceh, Tlp. (0651) 8012380, Kode Pos 23111
Home Page : http://library.unsyiah.ac.id Email: helpdesk.lib@unsyiah.ac.id

ELECTRONIC THESIS AND DISSERTATION UNSYIAH

TITLE
PRAGMATIC PERSPECTIVES OF VERBAL HUMOR IN THE BIG BANG THEORY

ABSTRACT
Abstract

Keywords: Pragmatic, Illocutionary Acts, Maxim Flouting, Sitcom, Humor

This study aimed at finding out the types of illocutionary acts which creates humor effect in the sitcom The Big Bang Theory
episode The Thespian Catalyst (S04E14). A descriptively qualitative study with pragmatic approach was undertaken by observing
the utterances spoken by all the characters in the sitcom. The results of the study showed that there were four types of illocutionary
acts found in the sitcom; assertive, directive, commissive, and expressive. Those illocutionary acts also flouted the maxim of
cooperative principles, i.e. quality, quantity, relevance, and manner. In conclusion, it can be known that the humor that occurred in
the sitcom is the result of the way the characters conveyed illocutionary acts that also have flouted the maxim as in the Cooperative
Principles.



