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Towarete: Hitobito no Keiken o meguru Késatsu (Challenged by the 3.11 Disaster: Reflections on the
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This book considers the social and political impact of the Northeast Japan earthquake, tsunami and
nuclear accident of 11 March 2011, both for Japan itself and for the international community. My
contribution to this volume consists of a single-authored chapter and a joint-authored book section.

My single authored chapter “After the Tsunami: Roads to Local, Regional and Global Recovery” (pp.
81-92) directs attention to the sub-national and supranational dimensions of the disaster’s impact. |
examine the emergence of local grassroots “informal life politics” movements in response to the
disaster, and also consider the implications of the disaster for the regional and global regulation of
the nuclear power industry.

The book section “In the Midst of the Nuclear Power Plant Crisis”, co-authored with Sugita Atsushi,
Kurihara Akira, Kariya Takehiko and Yoshimi Shunya (pp. 116-158) focuses on the Fukushima nuclear
disaster. It considers how this disaster was connected to the social history of the Fukushima region,
and how it affected Japanese people’s attitudes to political and regulatory systems and to science
and technology.
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