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CWillege wemen heve bhelr ewn ge therings, ususily in the
c o Efterncon, When they grind flour or clean czreslarend shet.
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. are vegel nd bteetotalist, An old

hn g0 WEs on HAngetour of the nelghhour-
hood ed thelr g, I helleve, whan hs
saids: . Brahmin gl 2lyaye prafer to stay and
dine - eaven a 11t omfortably — at a nlace
where purlty of forod and livineg ig obtained., The
fhatl are poor and kit stingy, but they sare
purer so far sz food hablis are concerned than the
meat-eating and wine-drinking Ralput?,

These will bhe dizeussed in detall In suhessguent
chavters,

These factors, together with other customs like
virgin.marrizge, prohibition on widow remarriage.
chservance of orthoedex Hindwy fegtivals, rituals
and sacraments., worshliyp of eclassical Hindu gods
and goddesges instead of native and loeal deitiesz,
etn,, constitute & complex for which Srinivas has
uged the term ‘sanskritievalues’ (1952, p. 30, zlso
1956, pp. 481-498).

Badsn-Fowell, 1896, p. 187,

i

Sae Todd for & complet

olan names, vol. I, vp.

g 1
w3 e
H
pot 23
¢
.

Earve, 1982, p, 1432: the status of Rajlput clans,
whatever origin they may clalm., hecomes lower the
farther east and the farther from Hajasthan the
regions in whieh they live, Thusg, for szample,
Hajput from Uttar Pradesh are inferior in ritual
and social status compared with the RBajput from
Hajaethen or Malws, The reason for thizs diffe-
rence in shtatus {as given by Raiput of Rajasthan)
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iﬂ Eh& aveww@iﬁ dayga
eméam%@mth@aﬁ&m*&?mmtﬁ%ﬁaxﬁﬁ 78
‘kings, Sshasra Arjuns. (Arjuna with a thousand :

who had murdered thu_Paﬁher of ‘the Brahmin &e?@s;-

' Z?&rasm?ama took & vow 'to glean the earth ¢ o

'%%% rui_ng.m@uga$§ and killed all’

 §%& algﬁ %&?@fi ?ngu;?@ lgﬁ { m:%héi;;
L-ﬁﬁth?ﬂ%@l@g? '?@1 l ‘ Gg g} PR

U noter Eﬁ%ﬁw&

M

;is t%&t %&%r&ver the. Ra?rat hav@ g@w% in phg,_ﬂ

course of their ﬁzgrazians$ they have taken %riwegf

from local people, and ars thug considered to'be
of &l?ﬁ&_@?igﬁﬂ@ aﬁﬁ Lﬁef@fgﬁ% imruré am@ inf@rsa?:
in status. : . . :

- The 1@g&mﬁ has fﬁr its th&me %he ﬁegﬁrgctia& a?
E Tshattrzva Kings and. ruling hnﬁs@Q %v'a'&rﬁwﬁir

Enraggﬁ by th@ mzsac

?W@}

va seed'i he waged a relﬁnﬁieé_':"”'""

a ra@% agaznst hi m in arms 53&%5'

ﬂ{{"ﬁ@'ti iﬂ&;%t@o .' - .1‘ :

in,%he.sa@e,;-



ot

g

g

ok

eh
C Rt

(Y]

i
e
i

Two feastes’ of this rank do not pogsess any trae-
ditional occoupations in the sense othsr caztes do,
These are: Bargunda {(alss known as Haikadil or
¥aikeri) and Bagri {3&3v called Badhak or Badhilk).
Both are groups which originally belonged o
Poriminal tribes', and whose local branches have
veen rehabilitated and settled in villages hy the
Government, aﬁﬁ foread to take to peaceful and non-
eriminal vocatlone for thelr living., The Bagrl

are notoricus for kidnsppning womsn and children

and recrulting them Yo the Bagri caste, For thess
reasong,; both these gzroups may be treated as guasi-
caghe groups, as %iﬁfiﬂe% from the gensral ooou-
pa% onal casies, se Husgsel and Hirsglsl, 192168,
vol, 2, p. 49, %ﬁi vsl 35 p. 296; also |

the Criminsl Tribes Act Bnoulry Comnite

secticng, 40 and 85,

whb the Sudra castes of Malwva, Malecolm wrote:

w8 of these familles will sat or intermsrry with
the other, Here, a3 In other parits of “India; they
Tellow the usages 2nd profesaions of their fathers,
5%§%VG@@3¢¢g§%a5jhiﬁ“ﬁﬁ&ﬁ_ﬁf bard who preserves .
the genealopy, and pratifies his vanity with the
tales of nis gﬂ@%ﬁﬁ@-”-éﬁ&i@elmg vol., 2, pe A70).

meetings of the Gram. wanghg*&tiﬁ”

Bven alt the formal ;
the schedulsd casts member of the Fancha v&t {%7f'{f
¥Malwi Chamar by caste) was made to git at a dis.
tance from the other {'olean' caste) @ﬂﬂbgwﬁglﬁﬁﬁﬁ
wag so inspite of the Ffach that he was 2 Full meﬁe
war of the Panchayat, @E@a%&ﬁ to the reserved
geheduled caste seat. The Panchayat is & @%ﬁﬁ@raiis
organization sst up under the asgls of a demosratic
gaovermrent which is consciocusly %%g¢pﬁ tﬁ remove -
the ﬁisa&*;itiﬁﬁ from which the schedulsd castes

@L?fe Moregver, in & oo ?ﬁﬁii of five members ?vtﬁé
chaduled caste member car ries a valuable vote, AL1.
t%e%ee howaver, seem Lo have had little influence

Mr»ﬁ @ aﬁ,

on the soeial n@siﬁi@a of tha zo hwdﬁiﬁé castes, The
member-himself did not seem to mind zitting by him-

self g 1ittle aw&y from the rest.
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there is noe appeal against

Four of these

to be trivial by the caste

é
comuunities of the polluted men. Of the four men lnvolved,
58l, one Aajput and one Mali, ALl these four

3. [ o s
two were Xha

cages nappened during the busy agricultural seagon.

roceedings of the respective counsils,

Az 1

Bl

gathered [rom the
these man by migteke, the food and water

;0 gubmitied that being In &

terssting and below 1 glve brief accounts of these,

In June, 1965, Shiv Prasad Fhati was accused of

gating food touched by & Balal and of poliuting others
after he wag himself polluted., Shiv Prasad

¢ had by mistake taken ths food kept in
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| be’a characteristic feature of ritual ﬁzeaaii«_
ness;

{iv) mutbon, venison and alecholic drinks are
treated as rajas food (ie., lowly but ﬁat_wﬁoliy im-
pure food): these are the common foods of those |
felean' castes which lay claim o *gshatt?iyag or
royal status, and elso all 'unclean’ eaﬁt%gg

(v} almost all castes which are traditionally
vegetarian and teeitolallst ars gele&ﬁfﬁﬁasteg; all

castes which eat beef are 'untouchable' castesz; bub

thers are ‘clean' as well ag ‘unclean' castes which

sat meat and drink aleohols,

Commenaal Belatinng,

o

As indicators of the hisrarchical position

the highezst Importance,  fHere [ am in agresment with

2

C. HMayer who has pointed out that this is "the =

;‘;;-w-
&
o

wharn




tions come into Jeiﬂg@ On-such @Qﬁ&ﬁi@ﬁg:ﬁéi-ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁFﬁ.
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Z-iu

of a caste sit in the Swm% unbroken line {pa Ja

_Sigﬁjfwing_iﬁﬁif-6emm%m5aisagﬁivalanceg.-@g_a 3§ia33-

‘Potlod, the castes included in the Rajpub pengat

-:ilw i «m&m}?ai‘ ?

sm\

W_-

ara:_Ehati_ﬁh&atg;%azig'ﬁalwi'imﬁér
Gujerati Kumhar, and ai -Qﬁ‘ er exc §’i3 5.b§ t?&
rule of ﬁiﬂiﬁg i% gﬁgafatﬁ E&ﬁg st are 1n_t@§i¢asegf

af'ﬁha.ﬁaéai and the Q%& 18y ﬁa“tﬁg,.'ﬁhe %wsHEg1&j: 3
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castes - HMalwl Eaiai and @uj raii Bals



réc&gﬁis&.f&llba@mméméai ﬁmitv aﬁd é@m@ﬁsﬁrdﬁe
_tbzg %y ﬁlﬁl?g in %he game. ﬁ&n&ggﬁ .@@ ﬁ@'@m@_  h
,waiwz Chanma -anﬁ the u%?@faﬁ& G%ama? ﬁaﬁtwﬁs

| | _ nﬁ@iﬁei éiﬁuinetlQﬁazﬁ_zhig-é@muectiﬁﬁﬁié '
 'maﬁ@ geﬁgeeﬁ @me'fiiu 13 ?clegn* G@ﬁ@%é Gﬁ th@ sm%

~h&na, aﬂﬁ tn@ rzﬁuaﬁif ﬁaﬁiemﬂg amé am%wbe?abiaﬁ

'ﬁusa@ﬁ on. the o %@rﬁ' @Q@ZQ ars’ Qo'csmﬁaﬁ'féaﬁtsfﬁéég.,
Ca

.we@ﬁ_ eﬁu_ﬁhﬁ éfvisi é?";agtesp’

gﬂ czeaﬁ? wﬁé ‘antﬁuﬂﬁatlég ﬁl?iﬁlﬁﬁ afg fgﬁafﬁeé

o

;ag-*aar@aﬂ _cagte53$ WQG must ﬁ&ﬁu aguy dft@f t

']?maﬁigr castes! hs ve taﬁeﬁ ﬁﬁ%if gea 5. T 85 z@e

[gfzecﬁlve ﬁzéiii@ ion 4n. Gmmaﬁﬁai ﬁéiaéisﬁéfigjff"757“7

aﬁﬁa Q&Ev a&@ﬁ% G&ﬁi@% @«v {%i él@'

&iviwisﬁ, _améaﬁ ﬁh ﬁaﬁelﬁan a
castes, u%@ cus %gm-,a i vit aij 1iﬁf:cagtsgfu

ﬁéﬁb@fg'ﬁo.a.f@&s% {si%
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SATYA NARAIN KATHA

A1l cestes ef the villege ere invited ®od pariicipste
‘in this k2 the. It is 2 powerful levellsr of sacisl
Cdmsquelities. ' '
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Chamars and Hochi workers in leather, the Churhas,
Bhangis, and Doms scavengers: the Dosadhs village watohe
men and messengers.” etc., as castes. {(Bisley, 1915,

p. 76). To my mind this method of caste identificetlion
iz faulty and non-sclisntiflic, for it would doubtlessly
be wrong o classlify all groups possessing the zame name
28 & ‘caste’, particularly., as the name is an occupation
name, and in India, there ig a tendency to call veoplis
by the name of the trade thsy pursue, such as barafwsls

{ice~-seller), hakonwals {(butcher), banis (shopkeepsr).

However z1l the lce-sellers, butchers or shopkeepers do
not &3 group members have soclal relations with one an-
other, Caste based soclisl relstions are @%ﬁtefﬁeﬁ_ﬁy_ﬁh@'5
rules of the endogamous groun to which the ic%wﬁgllﬁrg
butcher, shopkeepsr, tailor or potter helongs.

Blunt and Hutton heve adduced some evidence fo
show that change of occupation by a ssction of a caste
brings about a change In the social and ritual st&@ma of
the seceding section. (Hutton, 1981, p. 51; Blunt, 1831,
p. 289 - 282}, It breaks awsy Trom its parent group. |
What is important, however, iz that the seceding group
does not, and is not allowed to, Join the caste whosze
peeupation 1t takes up but forms 2z new endogamous EToup,
developing its own traditions and wave of soecisl action,

Take, for sxample, Blunt's case of Kayastha
Barzls in Uttar Pradesh. This group was anagtﬁa.in-

origing at some stage, 1t took up the trade of talloring,



n>ﬁ5 iff?;§§gf' s

‘ij}?&s a regalt &f @bi&% it sa?er@& %tsalf fram @tﬁers @f

”1Pf{ﬂthe ﬁafawtha eagte, bmt zﬁ @iﬁ ﬂ@t §@€m§ mairim@néaalygg;

; ﬁ.fig; @t‘ﬁx

”:“ﬂﬂkﬁﬁgarﬁ @f tha'c;

.” ﬁ€ﬁmm@$$a11g ﬁr ﬁ@ﬁé?@i ﬁhe lasal @&rzi eaw%eg__it hejgﬁi

'*zﬁcam@ a &istiﬁ@% sﬁafai gram&,?prgﬁtisiﬁg @&éag,__*

Xn g&n@rﬁl fﬁ%Si%ﬁj&ﬁ@ na"ffm%iﬁn has

Qﬁl? in rac@nt yﬁdrs hav _there be@ﬁ":agag o

 &&$&@§ gre '&sg anﬁ sa @n o




Indesd this 1link between caste and occupation is
g0 important that Nesfield, one of the earliest writers
on caste in in&iag on the basis of hiﬁ.ﬁhﬁﬁf¥ﬁti93$ éafimg.
the Census of India, 1881, bullt his classification of
castes solely upon cacupation., Nesfield wrote: “fun@tieﬁgzl
and function only, as I think, was the foundation upon |
which the whole caste system of India was built up ¥ {pp.3 -
47, |

Most of the recent writers on casie in Indis
have recognlised this caste occoupstion link., HMajumdar re- -
gards 1t a8 one of the main planks on which the soeigl
stratification 1s obviously bhased (1988b,p. 285). Authors
on village communities in Indiazs havs ﬁh@wn,ﬁhat~ﬁag§$;§m§ f
the pursult of ocoupations are clozely 1&&@@@&--§§fﬁ§ivg§g i
1988, pp. 1 - 23 Dube, 1955, pp. 36 - 373 %zgyéz%g mé? S
op. 127 - 130}.

In Table 1 (Chapter II}, I gave 2 1llst of the
cagtes in Potlod with the numericsl sirength of ﬁhﬁieaste .
in the village community and the traditional callings of
castes. In Table 5, I give the total number of adult men -
from sach caste group, those wha are engaged in tha_g&x;
suit of ths traditional ecalling @f-%ﬁ@ caste, elther exe
clusively, primarily or subsidisrily, and those who hava‘ |
sltogether given it up for some other oeccupation,Z) Laﬁer,]f
i propose %o ﬁiscaﬁg the cases of non-conformlity 1o tra-
ditional callings and the causes that have brought about

guch & situation.
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'T%axﬁr

~ o deserived as ”pr@*eeﬁi;
" oing 4n war snd - governing ir
CBYary . evidence in the k@gai iit&rary$ mﬁﬁ_?'liw :
~glhoug: ﬁ®@k$§ and ‘this 1¢ bBorne oub by actiy
‘pradition dn-villages, thet in gﬁ&&@ time, th

mass of fsha%triya Who were ﬁ@% connected.

'7;§1tﬁ th@ @ﬁ%&blighm%ﬁT §f §$aca;&n§_$ '
'-Qf%ﬁe %ﬁvé_*gantg the prim&ry fmﬁctiaﬁ @f %&% &_3”
}aﬁi Eshatiriva ceased o ﬁxiﬁt {at about the mid:

_ghﬁﬂ?ﬂ bgen nothing but cul; ivaﬁ@raﬁ- Henee, 1 ke's SRR
CodE @&itdﬁle ta é@%ignat@ ﬁﬁem as f@é??iﬁ? hul@ivav; yﬁ

gt%@ ng-
the pr&f@sﬁima af t%e ;

o '@'ﬁaﬁ been 0
Cwhich dnciuvded. fighﬁw._thﬂ
peace, . There 1, how-

viﬁgﬂif

Kshattriya culbivated the Land, at least the ”fﬁﬂ s
With o
administration and the regular defence systems éi&_*r

_'f7$03 ‘Raiput tradivions in Potlod affirm they h&?a
*3;§@ﬁn tiil@fﬁ @f ﬁ%@ Efil faf aanturiﬁﬁuiﬁﬁs

’r§% _in %ﬂﬂ i?

the 19th century 4.D, )s Bver since them, they

N %;i:?z‘ ¥ :.'

THis %&mﬁahaf @sf na of *@aaiarﬁ i@fla@mﬁimg

 '€&&§? declining 'soctal status, and claims: f@?
L oosuperior
.;zghia%a@i Ls ar gmﬂ F%iL{Wﬁl ﬁ&ni&$::

“status by castas like Kh@ti§ ﬁarzig
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On the bhasis of this data, we can say that most
of the caste groups in Potlod village still continue to
pursue thelr respective traditional callings. The &daste n
groups that have given up thelr traditional callings al-
s Bhanhi, Gulerati Balsi, O abl s

Taldl and Palliws]l Handa, The EKhati Bhzat follows his

together aret HMalwl Bsls

seeupation only subsidiarily. The caste groups frog which
only a few aduit men have taken to alternate callings are:

Rajvpub, Zhatl, Purspi Thekur, Desha Chamar, and Malwl

Kumhar,

It will becomse clear that only thoss castes have
given up thelr $radiftional eallings whose membars ﬁé
longer find these callings pr@fit&hla@: This 1s the case
with the Balal, Bhambi, and Teli, and to & certain @xﬁ@g§_ 
with the Bhaat castes. | o o

The demand for the gﬁm@aiagist and bard is on
the decline., "He is & costly luxury of past age' saild
Ram Chandra Fhati, Yie charges vou for everythihg: for
visiting your house, sattending cerenonies, registering
births and marriages in hieg registers; and what do you
get In exéh&xg&g nothing but stories about your ancestors
to satisfy your vanliity: and he charges you heavily, scme-
times as much as fifty rupees for a singls visitl” Agaln
his occcupstion as bard and herald has become less lmportant
in an age when many peopie can resd and write.

The Balal and Bhambl weavers and Tell oil-

pregsers Logt their traditional occcupatlion because of






b

Lo pay regulariy for the services of a washerman. 5o

3]

the Bhobl deeclided to gilve up laundering clothes, and be-
came Farm labourery after a few years, he took some land
on lease and culbtivated ity during the war vears {(193%-
45) when the costs of farm producs becamse very high, the
family accumulated wealth, and in 1948, bought the land
they had until then cuiﬁiv&te% on iease, thus becoming
land ownling cultivators. ?

The Palliwal Banlia, on the other hand, 18 & poor

s

ian who found it diffdicult to amags sufficlient capital for
& shop, and further there were already two shops in Potlod,
financed by well-to-do merchants {rom a nelighbouring
vililage. He was thus not able to start a new shop, and

so hecame a cultivator,

Alternate Occupations.

Ideally, members of a casts are expscted to hold
to thelr traditionsl calling. This, according to Hindu
traditions, is the only correct and right way for them to
make a living. In practide, howewsr, such factors as the
scononic unsuitability of the cocupation or psrsonal incli-
nation lead to deviastlons,

The ceccupsational st%&&tﬁrag‘agaiﬁg iz not so
rigid as to prohibit such non-conformity in respect of

traditional callings. 4s I hope to show, later in thisg

chapter, there are certaln "open" occupations, the pursuit
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in raspect of commensality, the glving and taking of
food and drinks, ete.,, there ig also & hiserarchy of
@acupa%i@nagg}
The following Chart shows such a hisrarchy of
oceupations, Unly those occupations have heen incliuded
in this Chart that are pursued or professed (as tradi-

tional callings) by the people of Fotled village.
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At the ton of this hierarchy of occupations

?'e\“s‘
ot -f“

e of callings prescribed for the Brahsin by the
or

Varns theory, A Brahmin sh ould be a domestic/temnle

cmm@fb?

priest or an astrologer, or & bescher and scholar well
versed in religious and culbural lors., ALl these eall-
ings are conslidered %o be very pure, and not involving
any occcupational poliution. These are known zs galvik

s o

or ritually pure callings (Bagvilk is fr

om the skr. oot

The ssoond sube-category of cccupatlons are
those considersed to be sultable for the castes of the
middle ranks in the ritusl purity scale; these do not in-
volve any definite snd voluntary pollution, but they

are net as pure sz the gatvik callings., Administration,

justice giving, and fighting come a2t the top of this.
category of oceupations, ALL of these involve kllliing,
injuring or hareing some living beings even though thes
administrator, judge and warrior are expscted to be

righteous in their deliberstions and stand for & just and
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Sanla must necessardly lie, 17 |
an &fﬁeqaﬁt@£'§r9@%?éa T4 shop-kespar® said Hsten Lal
Jain, hinsell a pstiy shop-lesper, "is freguently dirtied,
naving %o deasl with such things as grains, splces, sali,
sugar, jaggery, and oils, Hesides, in his business, he
has to deal with customérs beleonging fto a2ll ecastes and
ranks and to aceept money bHouched by them.”

The next sub-category of ocecupations consists
of the erafis and cultiveblon, in the sconomic senss,
the ‘actusl groducers of real wealth': tailoring, black-

gmithing, carpeniry, and poblery, all these craflts are

&5

considered to be ritually pure thovgh lowly ocallings,

The blacksmith uses bellows made of hide and the carpenter

nzects in the wood znd ¢lay they

o
oy
&
e

and poebter kill

respectively work with, Cultlivation of the land dis econgi-
Lhe
dered by the orthodox, to be unworthy siac%ﬁglm&g% or

o
b
i

harrow injures the earih (which is treated as Mother:

£
i

iz §@§uiariy referred to Bherti mats, i.e,. mother

garth) snd the living organisms in her posom, 5/

The barber's occupation comes next, It is
gonsidered to be more lowly than the cralfits or cultiva-
tion, Harbering is concernsd with human hair which iz a
form of bodlily substance and hengs not polluting in the
some way as boldily emigsionsy however, a barber also
masgages the limbs of his patrons, and 2o his calling is

regarded as lowly bthough not unelean, ’ Teo maintain his

ritual purity the barbher serves only the 'rituaslly clean’



castes.

Begging 1s not highly regarded Lut there is
nothning Impure aboul 1t, but only go long as a person
begs only from rlitually Tclean'’ pergons and accepts only
'ritually clsan' things., Hindu religious tradition per-
mits Brahmins and ascetics to heg for a living, even if
the latter lead a Family 1ife and work as cultivators or
labourers, But on no account wmust they zcgept alms from
ritually unclean' castes, and they must not accept im-
pure things as alms. This vitally affects the ritusl
status of the begger. In Fotlod village. the Brahmin,
Gosain, and Vailrsgl Valsnavae beg for alms only from
telean' castes and sccept gifts of grain, uncooked food
stuffs, new cloth or money, and because of thisz are sonsgi-
dersd to be pure and rituslly ‘clean' themselves, Un the
other hand, the ascetic Nath Jogi beg for alms from sll
tolean' and ‘unclean' castes {thay »ut the limit at
funtouchable' castes), and are, for this reason, treated
gz frituslly unclean'., The Bhangl alsc begs, but he not
only acecepts aims from all felean’ and Yunclean' cagtes,
he slso agcepts cooked food {(ineluding flesh foods) and
aven ieavimgs from plates: for this reason {together
with others); he is azssigned a vary lov place on the
hisrarchy of occcupationsz. (The Mahs Brahmin who accepts
funerary gifts is also considered as of "low ritusl"?

status, because of hig acceptance of gzifts that have been

in association with death).
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The drummer's occupation is 'ritually impure',
for it brings him Iin contact with animal skin {which
covers the large drum, eallsd dholl: the drummer also
works for and begs from all ‘clean', ‘unclean' and ‘-
touchabls’ castes,

ihe oil-presser corushes seeds o extract o211 for
his Living, thus destroving intentionally and directly
the 1ife prineciple in the oileszeeds, The Life princinle
is regarded as szacred, and for this reason ths Tell's
occupation ig conszidered to be ‘ritualiy im;ur%‘@gg

Cotton cloth weaving is an Vimpure' occupation,
because the weaver has $o uss the bow with its string
mads of aninmal tlssues,.

Hueh more 'impure' is the work of the washerman

who hag to handle soiled garments, ineluding clothess worn

by pesople during periods of rituval poliution such as
menstruation, child birth and death., The washeraman, how-
ever, dogs not serve ‘unclean' and Tuntouchable’ casztes.
Basket weaving and mat making are fimpure’
trades hecause they invelve handling of lesves and stalks
of the palm which is believed to be intrinsiecally impure.
Shinning dead animals and tanning thelr hides
iz 2 ‘very impure' calling becsuse 1t brings the zkinner
and tanner into direct phyvsical contact with death and
decay. The leather workeyr iz giightly lesgs impure gince
he Goes not skin dezd animals or tan the hides bul dezlis

in only tanned lsather. Similarly the scavenger's work
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are considered to be Impure. Casusl or aceldantal con-
tact with impure things resulis in ftemporary poliution
such a8 & person accompanying a dead body Lo the crema-
tion ground or & woman in the periods suffer f?am. Should,
howsver, tha contacht with lmpure things becoms regulsr
and occupatlional, the occupation itself becomes an impurs
one, and 1%t imparts its impurity %o all those persons who
purste it regularly.

Similarly, there are pure occcupations which
involve regular professional contact with or handling of
pure cbiscts, Priesthood, domestic and temple, or teach-
ing or astrology are considered to be extremsly pure
callings: land owning, shop-keeping, talloring, carpentry
and swithy, cattle-rearing., pottery are sll pure callings,
though as we have seen some are purer than others, The
nursuit of pure callings does not entell any regular and
oceupational contact with impure things.

Some of the intrinsicalily impurs ccoupations, I
was told, are conglidered to be very impure, An old
Brehmin, Ramsnand, gave the distinetion batwsen "impure!
and fvery impure! callings in the Tollowing words: "There
is & very largs nuRper of ococupationg which involve regu-
lar contact with dirt and Impurities, and which, for this
resson, are ireated asz 'impure¥, that 1s, their pursults
pollutes a persony there are, however, some where thers
is greater and nore direct handling of lwmpurs and polluting

abiects: the occupations of both the drumnmer and the
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It is but 2 corollary of the above ssld ruls
that the pursult of 'pure! ocoupations iz limited to
dwiis or 'clean® castes: these rituslly clesan castes
alone sre entitled, brosdly speaking., %o follow the pure
trades as thelr regular occupstions., Similariy, only the
antvais or 'unclean' castes nmay Follow the Yimpure' itrades
s their traditionsl callings. For the same resson, ths

‘very lmpure’ trades and jobs are assigned fo castes which
10)

&

ars considersed to be Trituslly untouchahlel,

Restated so as Lo appear as ritusl prohibi-
ion li}ﬁ this rule would mean that ‘ritually clean’
sastes are prohibited from taking to Yimpurs' or 'vary
impure' callings: "ritually unclean'® castes are forbidden
to follow both the 'purse' and the ‘very impure' calllngs:
and castes that sve considered to be 'rituslly untouch-
able must not pursue callings or trades which are Tpuref
or fdupurs’.

There appesir. . .
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aspect 1s applicable on a much narrower level than the
apove mentloned concept of the intrinslie rifual position
of cccoupsations, We have seen that most of the cocupa-
tions are caste linked, that is, they ars sultable or
‘normal’ for particular castas, and unsuitsble or 'not
normal! for z1ll others. Thus for some castes the zanms
seaupation L& normal, thst lz, the ritugl status o
cazted approximates to fthne ritual workh of the occupation,
while for others, 1t would bs 'too ;aﬁe*% while for shill

others, the sasme ccoupation wmlight be 'too impurst,
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castes, For this purposge I shall tske a fceraft' occups-
tion ihat i3 pure, though not sspecially so in ils naturs.
Sleckamithing az an cccupstion lg 'normal’ or suitable

for the Lohar or 'blacksmith' caszte; 1t is this caste’s

this occupation ig
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also Ynormel? or sultable For other casies whosge rltusl

shatuz and traditionsl eallings zre of il zame ritual

order, such as Sutsr (carpenter), Barzl {tailor) or Xumhar

{Potter). Thus, no harm (from the ritual view-point}
will come to a dutar blackswith, Darzi blacksmith, or
Kughar blackesmith, and such a person would continue to
enjoy nis mé?mai ritual status and all the privilegss and
obligations connected with it, There are, howsver, other

castes for whom blacksmithing would bhe an unsuitable, that
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1s, rituvally ’‘not normal', ealling. Such, for instancs,

would be the fasze with the Brahmin, and other non arilsan

cagtes, such as Rajput or Khatl or Valrsgl Valsnava, 21l
£ the Tritually clean' category of castss., From thelr

point of view, blacksmithing, though intrinsicslly Tpure',
is a relatively 'impure' calling, the pursult of which

would lower their ritual status and mean the loss of casie.

%

For the Hal, (whose occupation itself is intrinsiecally

aall-

]

3
&
@

%,

pure), however, blacksmithing is relastively 'p
ing which he cannot take to.

With cmstes whose traditional callings are ine-
trinsically 'impure' the inter cccupatlional mobility is
sti1ll more restricted. In this category, %agh caste re-
gards 1ts traditional calling as superior Lo the %ra@im |
tional ﬁ@iéiﬁgg of other castes of the gam@ s&%@gé?§,'%§§_ }
Tell., for sxample, thinks thai his fraditional Qﬁliiﬁg
of oil-pressing is relastively purer than those of ithe
Bhambi, Dholi, Dhobl, Begri or Bargunda: the Bhambi thinks
his 1s the purest of all ‘impure' callings, and so on.
Decidedly all castes of thie catsgory regard thelr tradi-
tional eallings as intrinsically 'purer' than those of
the castes of the ‘ritually untouchable' division whose
freditional callings are intrinsically Wwery impure' (so
impure as to render the castes that pursue them rituslly
fyntouchable'), This is taken to be so by all the castes
of the village.

Witndn thelr own class, however, castes
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nelonging to the 'highly impure! oceccupstion category,
gach caste considers 1ts calling as relatively 'purse!
compared to that of the others of this clsssg, Thus, for
instance, & Bhangl would notl changs hiz traditional ecalle
ing with that of a Chamar sven though there might be
materiazl gains, In his own turn, the Chamar would treat

soavenging ag & relatively impure calling which he would

inter Sccupational mobllity
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of cazbes as concelved by the psople of Potled villaze

is shown in the following Chart.
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particularly, thess caste panchavats tend to becoms guild-

like in thelr nature, {of, Dube, 1955, p. 80; Mukerjee,el.

1935, Chapter XITl.«tos 1075, o, &7,

In villages caste panchavais are very strongz,

and, by and large, succeed In maintaining a virtusl mono-
poly by the casie over the caste itrade. Where a casie

groun in a village community is numerieally small, such

vally embracée feversl nearby villages. This

iz so, for example, in Potlod and ites nelghbouring villages,

The dNai Vanchsvael includds members of the Hal caste in

ourtesn neighbouring villagss besgide Fotlod. The Uarzl

Panchaval of which the Darzi of Potled are members embraces

ey

thin & radiusg of ten milss

Bt

all Darzi Living in villasges w

of Potlod,

i

it ig interesting to note that caste ties nor-

glly cut acrosgs politicsl and state boundries, and sven

@

though the princely states of Holkar and Bindhls were

m’

seldow on very good terms, caste relstions in & bordering
village (that is in Potlod, which, as 1 have already shown,
ig situated in what was sn enclave of the Sindhis in the
Holkar State) are known 3o have been as smooth asg in

other interior villages.

A oo

m

& panohavat triss to amaintain a monopoly

z

over the casite trade in two waysg. It refuses peraission
to its membsrs to take up occupstions other than the tra-

5

ditionally approved onss, This refusal iz backed by the

ot

hreat of expulsion from the ceste and even of sxcommuni-

(7]

ation for 1ife for all those wno transgress the caste
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The use of the word 'function’ by Heefisld is not
in conformity with the definition of 'funetion' in
modern soclal anthropological literature, (Ses
Bedeliffe-Brown, 1982, pp. 178 - 187), Nesfisld
vged it in the sense of 'occupation®. In the same
genge 1t has besn usged by fRiszley. Mzjumdar., and
most other writers on caste in India, and Nesfisld's
theory is still known ~ incorrectly I think - asg
the 'funcitional theory' of caste., In the present
discussion, I have avoided the use of the word
tfunction®, exdept in its accepted sociologieal
senss, and have used the words 'oceupation, trade,
calling® asz synonyns.

ﬁ‘:
]

U e e
POt N4

in order to decide whether or not memberz of sz
caste pursue thelyr traditional calling and if they
do, whether they do 1t @?ciugiv91y§ arimarily§ or
subgidiarily, I have taken recourse Lo simple
statistics., This waes done by asceritaining the
gource of livelihood of each household In the
iliage, Slince normally only sdult men are bread
winners in this village - and in most Indian
villages - %this was relatively saszy. . I enguired
whather for ma@ing iﬁgiﬁg a glven adult man '
followed his caste traﬁ% and that alone, or 1f he
pursusd another calling whebhar the traditio
ﬂ&liiﬁg took %f@ﬁ%d@ﬂﬁ@ in time and income, 0? 1;
some other ?@QHF%E*%. Look g@%ﬁ@ﬁ%ﬁﬁ& ovar the
treditional ecalling in tinme and income.
in another YTable, I have shown the aliternats occu-
pations taken up by those adult nen who follow
their traditional Qaillﬁ g only subsidiarily, or
do not follow then at ali Thig should demonsg-
trate the extent of the adoption of non-traditional
eallings, In practice, In an otherwlse orthodox
village community.

Thare are tra@éﬁi@ﬁai and scriptural ss ﬁﬁ%i@ﬂg for
this practice Sea sukraniti, auoted by Ghurys,

B. LOB,

e &

sueh land as was granted rent frse by the Jagirdar
to artlisans and village servants in exchange Tor
professional serviceg is known in Malwas as inam land.
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cail land inclibding Land g?aﬂﬁﬁ %y exwuas
~ Bevesthan land (lap sehed
L hhowewer conbinues: w3 ne r@ﬁt;ffeﬁa' h
Cedngs %@mia shows the. swn rwhip'@ 87 aﬁ
faiaﬂﬁ bf'ﬂﬁﬁvﬁg Eﬂ r@ﬁ s i
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rati Lona
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';igéﬁ ??%$9ﬁ3$-§ @sli@vﬁg 2 a@ﬁ@é 1n ?@_ :
;g&meral awarensss about and & wide r@cm'ni*iaﬁ @f

'3“ftﬁig than b@m% ﬁh@ st%er h a?afcﬁi@s T%L%E?@é t@
f %ﬁ§Vde-:T  . o 2 :

} gVFa“ ﬁhés ?ﬁ&ﬁﬁﬁ§ an @?t%@ﬁ@x dfﬁhﬂlﬁ ﬁﬁ%ﬁ
. cultivate 1 '
ot oon lﬁdaﬁ g@ %@ﬁuhﬁ : : pioy
S wvants bto BilL the land, th&s gbifbi g z@ these D -
~gons the sin whiﬁﬁ ig b@iiava@ t@ faii @% tll .?S

,'@f tMQ ﬁ@ii o

-'ﬁ,ggfy gﬁ%@r@@ﬁinga aﬁé E,%ﬁiﬁk imyargﬁnt &
dn ?%w@@ﬁt of ‘the Tert ‘hasg been reported

,'as & some what 4. v
Cnotiactively: po utimg? i%g @X?a @ﬁ»g Wo
-;aiace& “ﬂaghly

'ﬁﬁt*-r.faV-

T put thig. quaa i@m t@ gam& 0?;
grovp interview, and from Bl

ﬂhier%rﬁhy of oeoupations. :
‘more elsar and dafinits iﬁ n@i% it né &%Gh%

land. . If he owns 'Eém& ﬁ%'@i}li'

¢ in-the sage region at @bmu@.
Mayer wrﬁtesa dﬁil

éfiéiﬁ_

wal to barber amﬁ potter? , i
128, is t%e v&fiﬁtzam ﬁ%?&ly 1@@&1“31:-'

guad, 1 ﬁ&@iﬁ%ﬁ ‘that the va
tha: ;mmi that poth the silepy

1_%@11@5 are ﬁagign&t@a by the 3%@@ ﬁiﬁ@i.*??ﬁg Téli
How, colleselling is considered %o be. ritually
 3§§£®?%&@ frgﬁ eilwgregﬁlﬁg,} A?% eilmgazlef &G@ﬁ
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not kill the 1lifs o g8 the
oll-prascer dogs. sing is
considered to be a ing and
the oil-presging Tell the oilie
selliing Tell I1s trss @, BVED
though lowly and &1

The exact word used in the villsge to designate
cecupations In the highser levels of the hisrarchy
ie gaal, weaning 'eclean’, On engulry 1t was found
that it did not refer in main to physicsl clesnli.
negs involved In the pursuli of the occupation is
an dmportant considerstion: 1% refers to what nay
be called 'ritual purity' {(paviira In Sanskritl,
Haenes, the use of the terms 'pure! and Yimpurse!

in this context.

Thig sgtatenent would have no anslybtical value iF
W& presupposed thalt the rigusl sitatus of 8 cashe
iz determined by the traditional occupation of the
cagte, as Nesfield and other followsrs of the

ffunctional theory of Caste' would have us %aii@ve, N
In that case, the pursuld of a trade would be the
cause and the ritual status of a caste its effect,
To my &1Qﬁ§ it appears that a dynamic process liks
caste in Indlas embodles & conplexy of Ffactors rather
than a single f“ﬂt®?$ in this case, the fraditlonal
seeupation., As I hope to ba able to show in this
thesis, myths of origin, @i@targ ohservances and
??thbibi@ﬁﬁg marriszge and death customs snd rites,
rules of inltiation and a number of other consi-
@ra%i&%x in addition to the pursuli of an occupsa-
ion, are responsible for the 3%@%?&3@%?5@& ol &

«J

pasta’s ?it@ﬁi 3umu§ﬁs In this light, the above
stated gnalvsie will demonstrate t&& pracise rela.
tionshis J@@#@@% 5 castels ritual stetus and the .

$

gb”%ﬁiﬁ of zn coeupatlion or ooe ﬁﬁ&ﬁi@ma (534 1%3
membears, It would azlso ﬁ“iig sk VM@ compiications
irvolved 1f 5 caste takss bo tradss the *fz%bal
position' of ghicﬁ ﬁﬁ@& soh ADPTOX cimate to it
Tritual status!, and V&Lﬁug by this reason, f ‘l
ovbgide iis ?itm%l gamui,

s typical of Popular Hindulss thai
behavicur are mostly sitated az rituasl
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i dtﬁrﬁaiig@j by the ymﬁ;

L g

'_%hﬂ Vi&i

'5-%§ﬁn§ %ﬁgh@r than &
?%a39 zqéteﬁf

r'do.n

mﬁ}r}gm“{gﬁé “the- f‘h%ig Ef _ f’_ﬁgﬂsm'a% %{?%

i o iﬂ'?i_g

1@aﬁm

%&ﬁﬁug oy ritusl prohi itiﬁLﬁ,

k'ﬁﬁﬁﬁg wﬂaﬁfa gew
S“&p an’ Gﬁﬂuyatiﬁﬁ nther &

fession {%ﬁ@_ﬂh@ *ar@ﬁ* el

w&gﬁiﬁmg' sl







.: ?1&lﬁ§@.fQ§lQ
~quent occupationsl ﬂigﬁbility af 1
“garbarmg {w o @rin%va5§ l?gﬁ, gg.

;;fayiliagﬁ @@mmnﬁity) frﬁm his wif% 3_&?@%&@? :.,_
Cooten gears ago (in sbout 1944},  The wvi
7%&&&@@'

ftﬂ@j?illageg to another
*@ﬁgit is 1@5J a?te? @ayg

3@%&&%3 i 1@@&& aﬁﬁf"”

éing %% e
Wo. ﬁf_ﬁﬁm vixzar@vg




CHAPTER IR,

CASTE VARIATION IN KELIGIOUS RITUALS.

We have seen thatv thsre is eongldserable varise
sion in the soclal ideals a3 well as bhe svery day so-
clal 1ife of differsnt castes, In thelr distary hé%i@s%
Living eondlitions, means of earnlng thelr ii?iag§ and
rignts and priviieges in the communal. life of ths

village, variations ars wall-mariced, Theszs variations,
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monstrate, are primarily dus to th

varving riteal status of the eastss, And ritual sitabos

Most of the viliage Hindus, with the excenilion
of ths Brahmin and a few others, have no fizxed Lime for

daily worahlp., The sxyceptiong arei males belonging to tne

"'Q
bt
ez
bt
ook
Sutr
-t
%S
i
N
9
i
LG
ae?
B
:ﬂ
e
Sagf
it

twe Brahmin famillies and the singls
Zaiput uwhno iz a very old wman, nen belonging Lo the

. — . it
Yaisnnava zand Gogaln castes who are [empls priests,
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TAG . PARGHANT

Beg Panchemi is one of these feu 'fixed ritusls’
which ere observed by 211 custes of Patled in the
rediny wenth ef 32wen, The imfye of 2 zerpsnt ls
drewn en the heuss wall 2nd wershipped.
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