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CHAPTER I
THE PROBLEM AND DEPINITION OF THERMS USED
I. TEE PROBLEM

Statement of the Problem

The psator, and those who are in places of leadership
within the local shurch, mast be certain that the program
under the pastorts leadership 1s consistent throughout the
chureh. This sometimes presents a problem in the ministry
of the conservative evangelistic pastor who is serving in a
traditionally ecconservative denomination! in which in later
years the elementa of liberalism and neo~orthedoxy have
become prominent in places of denominationsl leadership.

Part of this problem is usually fased in the reslm of
litapature for the Sunday schools It 1s in this fleld that
changing philosophies of denominational leadership usually
first take hold,

It 1s stated in The Discipline of the Evangelical

United Brethren Church that:

« o« o« He [tha ﬁiniatar] shall see to it that his Charge
is amply supplied with the literature of The Evangelical
United Brethren Church, and of 1ts Genaral Boards and

lrn chapter three the statemsnts of faith quoted will
show the conservative theological foundation upon which the
Evangelical Unlted Brethren Church was bullt.,
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Institutions, so that the purposes of each agency may be
understood and the denominmtion's program be carried
out. He shall se¢k to train an adeguate %eaderahip for
all the departments of hils chureh's work,

It is also stated in The Discipline that commlttees

ares to be named for certaln phases of the churchts work.
Cne of these 18 the Committee on Christlan Literature whose
job 1s * , . , to assist the Minister in placing denomina-
tional literature in the Sunday school, and in the homes of
the local congregation and its constituents.*3

The wise pastor realizes that the Sunday school is
his "pight srm® in an effsctive ministry. To have an effet~-
tive crowing ohurch the pastor nesds to be certain that his
teachers are given Christecentered teaching materials, based
on the Bible, Thess materials should help to point the
pupils toward their need of Christ as Saviour and stimilate
ccnsistent Christian growth. The pastor must covet for his
teachers Sunday school materials which make use of the most
appropriate educational methods, As leader of the Sunday
school the pastor must hold high the standards of the Sunday
gohool. KHe mist strive to put in the hands of each teacher
and pupil the best of literature.

27he Discipline of the Evangelical United Brethren
cnurchﬁTBEyEBH?“§Ee‘35%3?38Th'Pﬁgég;“1§§'T775. 90

31bid., Pe 577



Purgesa gg the FProblem

As s pastor's wife who assists the pastor in the edu-
cational field of the churah, it was the purpose of this
writer to evaluate a part of the Sunday school materials of
the fvangelleal Unitedéﬁrethren Chureh to zee if they satls-
factorily meet the requirements of the conservative evange-
1istic pastor in his church program. The Cysle~Graded
Junior Department Sunday school materials were chosen as the
porticn to be studied, In order to better evaluate the
materisl & comparison of materisls from other publishing
houses was made., The oriticism of this study was from the

conservative theological position,

Importance of this Study

Since there are many conservative churches in the
Evangelical United Brethren denomination it is necessary to
have appropriste literature for their needs., A4 chureh that
is proclsiming the preeious vital doctrines in all their
saoredness i3 worthy of the highest type of literature pos-~
sible in content, the most appropriate educatlional methods,
and in make~up. The dedicated pastor should lead his teachers
to provide rewsrding and fruitful Sunday school clasz sessions.

II. DEFINITIOHNS OF TERMS USED

Juniosy Department
This department includes those children aged nlne,
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ten, and aleven years. These children may be grouped into
one class in the case of the small ahurech or in any number of
diviasions in the large church., The reference is always to
this age group of pupils in the Sunday sehool.

Cycle Uraded Series

"The Cycle Graded Lessons first conslder 1life exper-
iences and situations, with passages of Seripture selected
to show the Christian answers to everyday problems of lifa."h
One set of lesson materials is written for the entire age

range of nine, ten, and eleven year olds.

Conservative

The theclogical school of thought whioh accepts the
traditionsl, orthodox views of the Christian faith, It is
especially charscterized by its adherence to the view thet
the Bible 1s the divinely inspired and infallible revelation
of God, and that it and 1t alone 13 authoritative in matters
of the Christian falith,

Evaagglistic

The svengelistic person 1s one who 1s concerned with
the winning of the lost to Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord.

"the Sunday School Publications of the Evangelical
United ZFEThren FEn (Dayton: The Uft@?bifﬁ'??ﬂggf“dTET),

Nelo




It iz an attitude, a spirit and a living faith which finds
expresslon in a contlmious cooperative effort with the Holy
Spirit to bring individuals into a vital personal relation-
ship with God throucgh falth in Jesus Christ his Son. There
is the result of a definlte personal experience of salvation

and a progressive bullding of Christ~like ch&raater.g
III. PREVIEW OF ORGANIZATION

In this thesls the Evangelical United Brethren Junior
Cycle~Graded Sunday school materials were evaluated in con~
tent, educational standards, and make-~up and price, The
outstanding objectives of the literature, realized through
the theological content, were observed., The presentation of
this content was compared to approprlate modern educational
standards in teaching. The make-up and price of the meterial
wes alsc studied. All of these things were eveluated to see
1f the teacher would be given the best pessible help in her
teaching and if the child would be given the best possible
help for learning.

Throughout the thesls comparison to other denoming=-
tional and nonedenominational literature was made.

In order to be aware of the characteristics of the

Sndupted from the definition of "Evangelism" in the
Digcipline - EUB Ch., p. 287.




Junlor age child and his needs, the chapter followlng this

one was written to describe some of the generally sceepted

age characteristics and needs of the Junior. This gives the
basis for understanding the suitabllity of the materials which
are adapted to the aversge mental, physical, and spirltual
needs of this age group.

IV. S3TATEMENT OF SOURCES OF DATA

The Cyc¢le~Craded Junior department Sunday school
literature of the Evangelical United Brethren Church was the
center of this study. This covered the three year period
of 1956, 1957, and 1653,

For comparison samples of literature were studied
from the follow ng publishing houses: Broadman Press, Cone-
cordia Publishing House, Cospel Lighi Press, Light and Life
Press, Methodist Publishing House, Scripture Press, The
Otterbein Pressé, and Unlon Gospel Press.,

Various references were made to books which contalned

help in evaluating the literature.

é

The Uniform serlies of lessons.



CHAPTER II
JUKIOR AGE CHARACTERISTICS AND NEEDS

"Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only,"
(Jemes 1:22e) 1s often used as a motto for Juniors. The
Junior age is characterized by activity. Thelr skeletal
miscles are growlng rapidly and require exercise go there 1s
an orgenie need for strenuous physical activity.l Reynolds
in his botk, Children From Seed %o Saplings pilcturesquely

desc¢ribes the nine to eleven year olds as those " . . . dash
breathlessly from place to place, never walk when they can
run, never run when they can jump or do something more stren-
uous." Activities invelving the use of the whole body are
needed so games such as stunts, throwing and catching, run-
ning, and "it" games are auggaated.3 One is urged %to keep in
mind that the Juniorts activity must have an end in view for
the Junior is not satisfied, as 1s the Primsry child, with

lFaculty of the University School, How Chlldren
Develop (A Revision of Child Development Study; Columbus:
) o State University, 1949), p. 30.

2Reynclds, Children From Seed to Seplings, p. 193
cited by Ibid,

3p1stpict of Columbia Public Sehaelsi Child Grewth
and Development, Characteristics and Needs (New London, Con-
AectIout: AFthur U. CPolt Publlcations, 1953).
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just sctivity.} The aifficult and the challenging appeal to
hims in his ever widening world.

Group approval means a grest deal to the Junior child.
By this age he is usually well established as a "clique” or
club member.® The fmeulty of the Ohio State University School
have cobserved that
» ¢« » anything resembling a password, or a "club house"

--anything which in faet represents organization and
secrecy~~giv?s the child a great sense of importance and

"belonging” .

" Their clubs are likely to be organized like the adults
or older brothers and sisters insofar as they understand the
orgenization. They are ususlly directed by thelr clud
leaders.d

8ince the Junior ehlild has inereased abllity to co~
aperat09 he often plays in self-made groups over a longer

period, He is willing to ablide by group declisions in his

hchrist in the Beginning (Teacher's Bookj Glendale,
Californ¥at Gésﬁﬁl‘EIgﬁfEPﬁﬁliéations, 19h9), p. Li5.

5Juniors-~Their Characteristics and How to Understand
Them {Whéaton, LLIINGLs? DCPIpLUr6 IPressS, N.0.)s NeDe

6Faculty of the Unlversity School, op. elt., p. 32,
T1bia.

S——

81v14., pp. 33-34.

—————m—p

?Alvina Trent Burrows, Teaching Children in the Middle
Grades (Boston: D. C. Heath and Uompeny, 1952)s Ds L30.
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teamwork.lo The Junior child thus enjoys more and more play~
ing organized gamez in groups,

The child who is nine is trying to do things well so
he has a need to develop skills that other children appreciate
and admire. This is a year for the Father and Mother to take
time with both boys and girls, encouraging them to learn how
to do things and helping them to do them woll,"d In the

book, These¢ Are Your Children, the authors say that the

parents and teachers should not overdo the teaching of tech-
niques and skills at this age. There 1s a danger that the
childrs ability and capacity for sustained interest may nod
equal his enthusiasm and desire for wanting to know how to
do things.lg It seems that group approval has a great deal
to do with motivation of the child's interest and enthusiasm,
Improved skills contribute to group successes whieh lead to
group approval which, in turn, facilitstes the acguisition
of new learnings. According to one authorl3 " e « this

reciprocal action seems at times to account completely for

childrenfs progress.”

10pistrict of Columbia Public Schools, op. oite

11&1adya Gardner Jenkins, Helen Shacter, and William
W. Bauer, These Are Your Children (Expanded editionj Chicago:
Seott Foresman and COmMPany, 1953)s pPe 168.

121p14,

IBBurrows, op. eit., p. 17.
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Some of the motivatlions already mentioned and others
which will be brought out later all contribute to the saying
that the Junior age is the "golden eage of memory'. There
seems to be disagreement in stetements which the writer has
previously heard as to the exect comparison of the Junlor's
and the adult!s memory. However, the Ohio University
Faculty's conclusion has been that ® ., . . in memorizing
rote material, children by the end of this period [nine to
eleven year ald]<aompara favorable with average adulbs."lh
It is certain that the high motlvation and intense interest
which usually characterize the Junior child make it gener-
ally quite easy for him to learn new things. Not only does
this include rote memory but 1% appllies to the learning of
new feets. " . ., o Knowing the what, the when, the how of
things is important. . . Possesslon of precise, practical,
objective dats 1s the prisze of thelr avid reseamh.“lg

The Junior e¢hildts interest in lmaginative play de-
creases while their interest in facts and realism lncreases.
Their 1deas are becoming more realistic as they become less

interested in symbollc 1deas.16 Alvina Burrows in her book,

thaculty of the University School, op. cit., pp. 3l
35.

Bupprows, _?E’ Oito’ Pe 30

léFaeulty of the University School, op. cit., p. 36,
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Teaching Children in the Middle Grades17 calls the period of

eight through eleven a time of "externally focused eonscious-
ness". She explains further that the seope and depth of
their interests and informetion along with thelr overewhelming
concern with detail revesl significant changes from the
"sub jective, nonconformist outpourings of earlier childhood."
Another suthor also said that the nine year old isg
putting aside the imeginative play of his earlier childhood
for he is relating himself not only to his immediate environ-
ment, but to his community, his country, and even other
countries. She continued to explain further that
» o o He likes toc study maps and play travel games, He
enjoys writing letters to ehlldren of other countries
either as a msmber of a group or as an individual. He
Gitions and sbout other pepies.id o TOrid eons
Stories and drames are taking on added meaning to the
¢hild of this asge as he 1s helped to better understand the
relationships between faetors such es time, place, ideas,
and happenings.19
So that the Junior child mey gain the information
which he so much desires, he 1s taking great interest in

learning how to use reference books., This applies especi~

17Burraws, op. cit., p. U8.
13

lgFaeulty of the University School, op. cit., p. 37.

Jeflkiﬂs, _3_?- _alo, 2}2. Qit., Po 169-
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ally to those who are in the upper group of reading ability.
It is stated=C that some eleven~year-olds have adult reading
ability. It 1s to be expected, according to the same authors,
that there wlll be a range of four to five years reading
abllity in this age group. At this time the reading dis-
abillties may become so proncunced that they will influence
the whole personality of the ehilﬁ.al

The general reading interests of the nine, ten, and
eleven year olds are classified by those on the Ohic Univer-
sity Faeculty as follows:

« « « By G, children are becoming mors interested in
books containing factual materlal, but reading for en-
Joyment also has great appeal: the funnles, the Wild
West, falry tales, and adventure, By 10, thelr desire
for facts as well as their imagination finds outlet in
books of travel, stories of other lands, mechanios,

and blography. Boys at this age may develop a lasting
interest in sclence. At 11, books of adventure, science,
and home life, and nature storles are popular.gé

The Junlorts interest in the biography of herces and
great men has a rich influence on his 1ife. He iz as in-
terested in Washington end Lincoln as he is in Buffalo
B111,23

Not only 1s there an interest through reading but

2OIbid., pe 35.

2lrpsq,

ZzFaculty of the University School, op. cit., pe. 36.
aBJankins‘gE al., op. cit., p. 169,
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there seems to be an instinetive urge to congregate with
peers of one's own aax.a& In fact, he often ldealizes those
whom he admires., Whereas the Junior child may follow the
standards of his friends in their manner of speech, clothes,
manners, and games while parents and teachers still supply
ldeoclogy, including race preferences, religion, morals, and
vccahians.zs Breckinridge and Vincent in the book Child
Development atate that they believe the childrents codes of

moral knowledgs and conduct are obtained mmeh less from play-
mates than from the hom@.ae They do not classify the
teacher's position but it would be suppesed that the teacher
could be placed in the ¢lass of the parent as another adult.
Children interpret their codes of moral knowledge and
conduct in terms of thelr own personal experienca.27 Adults
must be careful not to impose upon the Junior child the
adult standards which are at a higher level than children
are normelly able to attain and cause tension and conflict,.23

The moral ares of honesty was specificslly mentioned., Other

!
24Burpows, op. clte.s Pe 2o

2;Faeulty of the University School, oD« cit., p. 32.

26Quoted in ibid., p. 37.
27Ibid.

281p34., p. 32.
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areas mentloned were private property, tidiness, and clean-
liness.

The Junior c¢hild " . . . is beginning to have a strong
sense of right and wrong . . 29
¢« « « Children from § to 12 can mekes excellent progress
in reasoning, sympathy, assthetic sense, tolerant love,
and true morality, They can learn to regard the truth,
to be fair, and §8 understand justice in more than
elementary ways.
This spiritual sensitivity goes hand in hand with the
Junior childts growing mental alertness, He is becoming
quite sensitive to the cause and effect of right and wrong.
The Baptist Sunday School Board states:
e « +» With their groming consclousness of sin, their
supremes need 13 to accept Christ zs Bavior and_to look
to him as a guide and example in daily living.31
If the Juniopr child has hed a background of underw
standing of spiritual truths, especlally if he bhas had church
training or family training whiech would lead him to want to
give his life to Christ, then for many Juniors this age will
be the time for decision for them. The basic gpiritual backe

ground will prepare him te accept Christ for one author said

29Jenkins et al., op. cit., p. 166

30Breckinridge and Vincent, Child Development, p. 181,
cited by the Faculty of the Unliversity School, op. ¢it.,

P 370

3lporiodical Literatura (Naghville: Paptist
Sunday School Board IY58-10597, p. I'
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that " . . . he [& Junior] is best guided by a reason, simple
and clear cut, for a decision which must be mede « o "2
From the characteristics already stated, one can see that
this would be the time when the child begins to tie together
the stories of Christ. He is then beginning to reason out
what meaning these things have directly on his own life.

It is sald that this 1s a very importent time to reach
the child for Christ.

Belfors the pupils enter the confusing age of ado=-
lescence and they pass the psak age of conveprsion, they
mist be reached,_or they may be lost to Christ and the
church forever.33

Since Juniors " . . . lilke the excitement of having
an enemy, the feeling of solidarity with those on thelr side,
and the fun of perpetually conniving to ocutwlt the foe"3h, it
is a zood time %o chenne) this to spiritual gosls.

With the growing independence of the Junior child he
1s wanting to solve his problems and is growing more and more
adept at it. "At these ages [eleven or twelve] they show
rapid progress in generalizling and making deductions, and

are more skillful in solving problsms.“35 Before this age,

32 jenkins et al., op. eit., p. 171,

33That Ye May Teach (Glendales, Californis: The Sunday
Sehool House, IU537, Ps L3.

lFyculty of the University School, op. clte, pe 3lhe

351bid., Pe 37.
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the same author seid, reasoning is still largely based upon
direct observation.

With a 1little encouragement and help from adults the
Junior ehild 1s eapable of taking great strides in mental
and apiritual development, The challenge should be before
the child. Alvine Burrows in Teaching Children in the

Middle Grades said that ® . , . psychologieally, the years

of middle childhood seem a potentially golden age for edu-
cational progreas."Bé She further urged to give the child
substance through the study of content material for these
" « o o children of these vigorously soclal years are
cheated unless thelr intellettual experiences keep pace
with their growing horizons.,” 37

The Sunday school material must serve to meet the
challenges of the Junior age child. The author wishes the
reader to keep these charscteristics in mind as the material

in the following chapters 1s examined.

36Burrows, op. eit., pe 17,

37Ibido 9 De 137.



CHAPTER IIT
THE THEOLOGICAL VIEWS OF THE MATERIAL

Thecloglcal views form the foundation for the entire
bullding of religlous educatlonal materials. Theology
determines the controlling aim, This, in turn, has effect
on the way the materisl is presented to the puplls.

S0 that we msy know upon what foundation the evalu-~
ated material is built the first consideration will be the
theological views engrained in the Sunday school material,

This study will be divided into nine departments of
theology.

I. THE BIBLE

"We believe that the Holy Bible, 014 and New Testa-

wl

ments, 18 the Word of CGod, it is stated 1n the confesslon

of faith in The Discipline of The Bvangelical United

Brethren Church, Continuing i1t states the following:

. » » that it reveals the only true way to our salva~
tion; that every true Christian 1s bound to acknowledge
and receive 1t by the help of the 3pirit of God as the
only rule and guide in faith and practice.2

To the conservative, the Bible, as the holy Word of

lThe Diseipline of the Evangelical Unlted Brethren
Church (Dayton: The OLterbein Press, 1053), De 224

21pid,
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God, is his authority. The nature of man is such that he
demands authority so it is 1in the realm of Christianity that
he must have some authority to which he can turn., To those
who believe in the infalllbility of the Scriptures, that
"all seripture is given by inspiration of God . « ."(II Tim~
othy 3:1l6a), to them the Seripture is that authority, It is
given by the One who said, "I am the Way, the Truth, and the
Life," ({(John 14:6)

In looklng for a definite respect for the Bible as
the suthoritative Holy World of God, the writer has found no
statement to thle effect. The general impression given 1s
expressed by Vesta Mae Zechman when she wrote: "Our boys
and girls need to think of the Bible as an interesting book
which they can use,"3 Anita Hall expressed a similar idea
conceprning the Bible when she wrote:

e » o They should be led to appreciate how much Jesus
valued the Scriptures and used them in his teaching and
preaching. This should inspire an ever=-growing appre-
ciation of thp Bible and a desire to read it and obey
its teaching.+

It is certain, from these statements, that the Serip-

tures were valued by Jesus and should be valued by us; that

we should appreciate them as an interesting book. But

3Children!s Worker (Note: hereafter referred to aa
. W.), TDayton: The Otterbein Press, 1953), October, 1953,

Co Wa
3. 3‘70

thid., October, 1956, p. '12.
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nothing is said to show that there should be a holy reverence
toward the Blble because it is God's Holy Word, divinely
insplred by God Himself.

It is also stated in The Discipline of The Evangell-

cal United Brethren Church that

The Holy Seriptures contain the will of God so far as
1t is necessary for us to know for our salvation; so
that whatsoever is not contained therein nor can be
proved thereby, is not to be enjoined on any as an
article of ,faith, or as a doctrine essential to
salvation,g

This shows us that there is a diff'erence between God's

Holy Word and other good books. This 1des should be given to
the children., During one of the sessions Anita Hall said
thet the children should be developed in " . . . & reverence
for the Bible and an eagermness to read and undeprstand 1¢,16
How deep does the meaning of this "reverence" go? There is

a difference betwesn the reversnce which we have for our
parents and the Holy things of God. The context of the
preceding statement does not portray the difference. There
is an indefiniteness throughout shown by the surface-deep
statement in the same unit: "We hope to help the children

realize something of what the Bible means to us and to

SThe Discipline, op. cit., p. 2h.
6 e

g. Eg’ OC"GOber, 19';6, Pe !LOo
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others " |

The preceding quotes from the writings of Anita Hall
are taken from the unit, "How the Bible Grew". One of the
main purposes was to show how God used man to preserve the
Bivle for us " ., . . through word of mouth: storlies told
around the campfires, songs sung, memorial stones put up."a
This was the thesis throughout the unit, This portrays the
neo=orthodox idea which undercuts the idea of direct reve-
lation of the Scriptures to Moses, to David, %o the prophets,
and the others, According to the way presented in the les~-
son, God would have to reveal Himself and inspire each
person who told the stories 1f the Bible were to be handed
down inspired in this way. The Scriptures do not say that
it was given im this way but rather they say: "The Lord
spake unto Moses" and "Thus salth the Lord". The "Campfire"
idea of revelation found in the unit referred to then
accounts for the feeling of indefinitenseas found throughout
the unit.

In the writings of Apline Peckham she comes closer
to a mere sound groundwork of ideas concerning the Bible.
She pointed out that the Bible material must not be skimmed
over lightly, but it mist be used frequently " . . . so that
it will stend out as being the baslis for all else that you

TTbid., p. 39.
B1bid., p. 11
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n9 The Bible is pointed out by her as the most impor=-

teach.
tant source material to be used with the unit.® Another
time she makes her ideas less clear when she said to " , . .
give the Bible the rightful place of importance which it de~-
serves throughout the unit."ll

Most of the theology dealing directly with the Bible
waa found in the one unit, "How the Bible Grew'. Only a few
rather weak references werse found in the remsinder of the
three year materials.

It 1g important to the Junior ehild that he be im=
pressed wlth the fact that the Bible is God's Holy Word,
inspired by God thus giving us a book which is completely
different from any other bock. One must not deny the child
the privilege of being assured of this great vital treuth.
Let him begin to have a fuller understanding of I Peter 1:21
-«"For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of manj
but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy
Ghost."

II. GOD

There is but one true and living God, ebternal BEING,
a Spirit without beody, indivisible, of infinite power,

99- W., Jamiary, 1957, p. 40.
10c, w., February, 1958, p. 37.
llg. .Wi-" September, 1957, Pe 350
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wisdom, and goodness; the Creator and Preserver of all
things visible and invisible. And in this Godhead
§2§§QG§§32 iginity ¢ o » the Father, the Son, and the

.

"God is creator of the Universe , . . "was stated by
Virginia Jordan in her unit on our Father's World.13 Through-
out this group of lessons she made that statement definite.
With heavy emphasis upon the suggested Scripture whieh was
used with the lesson the teacher should bs able to teach many
of the attributes of CGod through this series of lessons,

This would sapecially apply to the above description of God
" ., . . Of infinite power, wisdom."

The thiprd aspect of God mentioned above, "goodness®,
is brought out in cther of the lessons. In fact, God is
compared to a Pather; as onse who loves his children, who
lives with them, and provides for them.ln In the same les-
son, James and Thelma Mowrey salid that " . . . God cares for
us . « o God talks to us in prayeri he has sent His Word to
US « . « and Cod sent Jesus . . .“15 The Mowreys state
further that God is the only one who forgives sins. Arline

Peckham in her lesson about Jesus helping the people to

lzThe Discigline’ Rgo Ej;{io, P 23.
136. ¥., June, 1956, p. 3.

Lo d

1h§, W., Febraary, 1957, p. 42.
151p14.

WS
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know gbout God brings out three bilg ideas about God: God
cares for you, God wants us %o talk with Him, and God will
forgive.lé

Although God's goodness 1s brought out in the pre-
ceding statement the whole truth is not contained. Love for
good and hatred for evil are complimentary to each other.

In Chapter II 1t was statedl’ that Juniors are able to under-
stand justice in more than elementary waya. Another pub-
lishing house's Junior teacher!s mamal makes it clear that
one of their objectives in their series of lessons 1s "to
¥now that the Bible is the Word of God speaklng %o us ebout
God's love for us, and Hls bhatred of sin."ls This aspect of
God's love is necessary to bring before Junlors, as one would
not want them to have less respect for God than they do for
their playmates or adults who "play falr and square".

In Arline Peckham's lesson, "Jesus Helped People
Know chﬂ’lg she explalned how Jesus helped people to know
how mich God cared for them. She further explained how

Jesus brought a bigger, more wonderful ldea of God as the

16Junicr Bible Lessona (Dayton: The Otterbein Press,
1658), ApFII-Jun€, 1053, PP« 4~5.

17cnapter 1T, p. 1l

18@hriat in the Beginning (Teachert!s Book; Glendale,
California: Goapel Light Publications, 1949), p. G.

19‘.(3;0 ga _I:!.o’ E__ps E_J:»_‘E», April-ﬂ'una, 1958, Pe .‘_{,.



2l
loving Father because people had previcusly thought of God
as the stern judge who would punish for discbedience, This,
then, is a half-truth without the remainder brought before
the pupil. There is no explanation how mich God loved His
people in the 0ld Testament times, how He kept His hand upon
them for it was only the sin which He hated. Or there was
nothing sald about God still punishing for discbedlience and
those things which are sinful. If God is to be shown as a
God of love, then both sides of His love must be shown.

The God of the 014 Testament must be brought out as
the same God of the New Testament. The statement of faith
in The Discipline of The Evangelical United Brethren Church

states:

The 0ld Testament 1s not contrary to the Wew, In
both the 0ld as well as the Wew Testament, everlasting
1ife is offered to mankind by Chriest, who being both
God ggd man, ls the only Mediator between God and

Wae need to consider with care the harm to the child
of such statements as the following:

. o Though some of the ideas of God portrayed there
[Paalmw] are definitely colored by 014 Testament theology
and do not fit closely with the ideas of God that Jesus
gave, yet there gie many helpful and beautiful passages
there sbout God.

20
21

The Discipline, op. cit., p. 25.
Eo :‘?_.’ Apl‘il, 1957, p. 3‘3‘
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« « « not all passages from the Psalms give us a plc~
ture of God that coincides with the picture that Jesus
gives.®

JdJesus dld give us a more complete picture of God but
God did not change. It was only man who changed in his finite
comprehension of God through the progressive revelation of
God to man,

Marion Ouellette brought to onets attention how God
was revealed {urther through Jesu3.23 He was not very clear,
however, in stating whether God was the same in the 0ld and
New Testaments. He would lead one to think that there is a
God of two different charscters by his statement: "We must
worshlp God as Jesus taught us.“zh

The Junior child mst see that God's charscter 1is
revezled in the 014 Testament as well as the Wew Testament.
There mist not be any doubt in the child's mind that Cod

1s "the same, yesterday, today, and forever."
IITI., THE CREATION

"GCod has planned for certain laws of the world . . .

Godts world is good because his laws are slways the sama,“gg

226, W., May, 1957, p. 39.
23¢. w., July, 1956, p. 32.
2hrp1a,

zsﬂ;. E'. é., April-—&’une, 1956, Pe ’..LOQ
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Virginia Jordan has written in the Junior Bible Lessons.

She continued:

God has glven people minds so they can learn to obey
His laws in the world . . . all Cod's laws are not known
+» « « remember that God is eager to help and that we
mist work witg Him and with each other to bring about
His purposes. 6
God!'s providence through planning and care of nature
was interestingly shown in the unit from whiech the preceding
gquotes were taken. However, another main aspect of God's
providence seemed to be overlooked. The description of these
two main aspecis of Godts providence can be made clear
through the following quote from H. Orton Wiley:
+ « « General Providence by which is meant God!s care for
the world as a whole and everything in ity and Speclal

Providence which refers more particularly to His c¢are for
tThe human race.

What is the purpose in Geod's created world without
God's plan for man? It is the second aspect which puts mean-
ing into the first., God's care for us through His plan for
us to be like Him gives mesning to the marvelous care over
the world. How well both aspects of God's providence could
be shown through the unit entitled "My Fatherts World".

Seripture Press brought out God!'s care for man through

his cere fopr nature in the following way:

261514,

274, orton Wiley, Christian Theology (Kansas City:
Beacon Hill Press, 1953;, Ty 77
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Do you ever feel small and unimportant? When we think
of the vastness of God's great universe, we are amaged

that He should even know aggut us. But He does know us
and He cares for each one,<-

Light and Life Press does an excellent job in giving
purpose to the creation of the world., This 1s shown in the
second lesson, "Created in the Image of God", in the follow=
ing series:=J

1. The Beginning

2. ©Created in the Image of God

. How S3in Began

. The First Murder

» What Sin Did to the Werld

. God!'s Care for the Righteous

g. The Flood

3« The First Christmas

G. God's Promlse

Throughout the series of the Evangelical United
Brethren Junior materisl the ldea of God's special care for
the righteous eould have been very well developed. This
would have tied personal meening intoc the study of God's
wonderful creation.

Also in this serlez of lessons it would have been a
geod thing to make mention of God!'s providential care through
His creation of angels, Purther mention eould have been made

of Hig fallen angel, Batan, and Satan's place in the world.

zsﬁaventuras of Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph (Junior
Teacher, January-March, 1G5G; Wheaton, 11IThols: Scripture
Press Foundation, 19585, pP. 30.

29T esching Juniors (Ninone Lake, Indiana: Light and
Life Press, 1G , OGtober~December, 195G,
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The fact was mentloned in Chapter II30 that Juniors like the
excitement of conniving to outwit the foe. So they would be
interested in the history and present place of Satan even
though there would be no dwelling on the facts. The work of
the angels and the devil could be put into concrete language
for, with a bit of guidance, what Junior cannot give concrete
example of both?

The Junior should be able to put real depth and mean-
ing into Psalms Q5:6-7: " . . . let us kneel before the Lord
our maker. For he is our God; and we are the pecple of His

pasture, and the sheep of His hand . . ."
IV. MAN AXD SINW

In the questloning, judging mind of the Junior child
he 1s becoming more and more aware of sin; why it 1s and
what can be done about it. I3 he given explanatlions for
these things? Or is there being imposed on him while in
the Sunday school classroom an unnatural world in which all
things are good? This type of thing may satisfy the adult
faor awhile because 1t puts him in his idealistic world. But
for the frank, factual child one cannot evade a simple ex-
planation of the world as it is. Thls lncludes mention of
sin at eappropriate times, in i1ts natural setting; this being

BOChapt@f‘ iI, p. 15.
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done without an unnecessary dwelling upon the evil side.

For Evangelical Unlted Brethren Juniors one of the
cutcomes of a December, 1G53 lesson was the " . . . reali=
zation that Jesus was needed in this kind of world to help
men turn from thelr sins and follow God's way."3! Other
then this, there seems to be an evasion of saying anything
about sin. The Discipline of The Evangelical United Brethren

Church states:

We believe that man i1s fallen from original righteous~
ness, and apart from the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
1s not only entirely agititute of hollness, but is
inclined to evil . ,

Through the previously mentioned characteristics in
Chapter 1133, 1t 1s seen that the average Junior child is
beginning to notice his tendency teward evil when he would
want to do good.

In the descriptions of conversion there is no mention
of needing to ask forgiveness for sins committed before
aceepting Christ. Conversion is spoken of as "choosing the
Christian way of 1life", "commitment of the life to Christ",
"aceepting Jesus Christ as their Savior and Lopd", or
"being a follower of Christ", Tﬁese terms do not involve

any admittance that we have sinned. They can be used

319, W., December, 1953 (Lorena Hunt), p. 39.
32The Discipline, op. cit., p. 22.

330h&.pt01‘ 1I, B 13.
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satisfaetorily if a depth of meaning is put into the context,.
An explanation given to Juniors by the Southern

Baptists in thelr pupilts book is as follows:

When we call Jesus the friend of sinners, it is with
thankful hearts. Betause Jesus is the friend of sinners
he went to the cross. He paid there for the sins of all
of us, Becsuse he did that, you and I do not have %o
pay for our sins, and to trgyt him to do so. When we do
that, we become Christians.,>t

It is important for the Junior to know that man is

sinful; but it is Christ who is always victorious over sin.
V. DIVINITY OF CHRIST

We believe in Jesus Christ; that He is very God and
man; that He became incarnate by the power of the Holy
Ghost and was born of the Virgin Mary . ., «3°

In the three«year period of study of the Junior Cycle~

Graded literature the writer has found three references to
Jesus as the Son of God., These three references are found
in two units. Lorena Hunt, in explaining Isaiah 9:6,7 said
that ". . « he [Jesus)] would ﬁut be a mere man but God him-
self in the form of a man,"30 In the story of Andrew and

Simon Peter accepting Christts call, Arline Peckham siated

324‘1"<33.2!.<:»wing Jesug (Pupilts Book; Nashville: The
Sunday SCHool Board ol the Southern Baptist Convention, 19&3),

P. 1l.
35

The Discip’line, _?2. _q_i_?og Pe 21,
362. W., December, 1958, p. 43.
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that " . . . they believed Jesus was the Son of God."3! The
same suthor said " , . . that Cod was his [ﬁasust] Father,"33

Tinme after time the opportunlity of presenting Jesus
&s God's Son was smoothly passed over. Statements such as
this one: " , . . Jesus was the greatest person who ever
1ived.“39 did not present an untruth but only a half-truth,
If the context would develop the idea further it ecould then
supply the whole truth.

The writer has seen many chlldren, even very young,
hold an awe and reverence for Jesus because they knew that
He was the Son of God., They dld not fully understand, af
course, but not even adults understand in full, It is im=-
portant to teach the Junlor child that Jesus was very differ-
ent from Lincoln, or Buddha, or John the Baptist.

VI. WORK OF CHRIST

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whoscever believeth in him should
not perish, but have everlasting life . . . that the
world through him might be saved. (John 3:16, 17)

James and Thelma Mowrey believe that " , . . God sent

Jesus to tell us more about him and to be our 1’-*"1.*"1%2:1'1«:1."l"D

3?1. Be L., Jamuary-March, 1653, p. 23.
38Ibid0’ pl lgl

e
39rp14., p. 13

}
.#-Og.. Eo; F*Bbm.ary, 1957’ Pe ,,;2.
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Christ's mission according to another author was the follow-
ing:

e« o« o Jasus came Into the world to teach men how %o be

brothers, He spent his life healing and helpling others.

He lived easch day in sueh a way that everyone knew he

loved all people, He taught his followers that God is

the father of all people. He came to helpugveryone

understand the way of love and friendship.

Another writer was pather indefinite when she sald
that Jesus was to " . . . proclaim himself as the HMesslan,
to fulfill the purpose for which his Pather God had sent
him into the wcpld."ha At another time the same author glves
her opinion of Jesus!'! sacrifice in this way:

¢ o o If they [the people] could only know hew mich God
loved them, perhaps they would respond to his love by
being the klnd of people God wanted them to be. This
was why Jesus was willing to give his 1ife on the crogs.
It was his final proof of how miuch God loved us . « «F

What was Christ's preal mission on earth? Does not
the Seripture tell us that the "Son of man is come to seek
and save that which was lost". (Luke 19:10) If His purpose
was " . o « to show love, peace and good will by the life

}
He lived®, then his 1ife was only a moral atanamant,h4

1“la‘. Be Loy Oétober-December, 1957 (Virginia Jordan),
Po 280 -

}*‘2:1' Eo &o' Janum“mmh, 1958, Pe l?o
}4-330 _{3;- &o, Apf'il-'}’une, 1958, Pe h-o

ll'h""ft‘}:te:y moral influence theories look upon God,
therefore, as exhibiting nothing but complacent leve, upon
sin as its own punishment, and upom men as saved by becoming
800d0n Wil@y, QEQ 9_1_'_‘2‘9 II, 2590
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It was Christ's love that prompted His sacrifice; but
Christ'a victory over sin was the important thing. He did
come to earth to show men how to live but more than that, He
came to dle for us.,

The Biblical facts concerning Christts mission here
on earth should be the basis for the Junior's whole Christian
life.

The offering which was once made by Christ on the

Cross 1s the perfect redemption, propitlation, and sat-
isfection for the sins of the whole world, both original

and aetualj so that thﬁrﬁ is no other satisfaction
required but that alone.t>

VII, THE HOLY SPIRIT

"Juniors need to become familiar with the term, tHoly
13
Spiritt, and to appresclate its meaning to Ghristiana,"“é wrote
Iillian Moore Rice in the Southern Baptist Graded Lessons.
She also said:

Most Juniore have heard of the Holy Spirit. In many
cases their ideas of this meaning are vague, often crude.
That the Holy Spirit is the source of 2ll the heroism
and abllity and inspiretion behind Christian effpﬁt in
the world today i1s a truth Juniors need to know.,?

This advioce for the teacher was inocluded in a well~

45

hﬁFollewi Jegus (Teacherts Book; Nashville: The
Sunday School Board of the Southern Baptist Convention, 1943),
Poe 51.

The Biscipline, Ego 9}_&09 Pe 280

M7Ibid.

TP
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done lesson entitled "Serving with Boldneas“hS using Philip-
pians 4113 for the memory verse and Acts 2:1-4:21 for the
basis of the lesson., This iz a good example of what can be
done to help Juniors learn about the Holy Spirit,

Article IV of the Statements of Failth in The Disci-
pline of The Evangelical United Brethren Church states:

We belleve in the Holy Ghost; that He is egual in
being with the Father and the Son; that He convinces
the world of sln, of rightecusness, and of judgment}
that He cogforts the falthful end guides them into
all truth,49
In the three-year period of the Junior Cycle-Graded
lessons of the Evangelical United Brethren Chureh the writer

does not find mentlion of the Holy Spirit.
VIII. THE CHURCH

Members of the Church

Who 1s the church? Norma Sullivan has given an
anawer to this by stating: " ., . . it is made up of people
who believe in and love God and Jesus and try to follow the
Christian way."?0 The Mowreys wrote that " . . . the church
belongs to those who have joined the fellowship of Christians,"S1

o Ibid., ppe 51«5l and Followl ng Jesus (Pupilts Book,

-

op. cit.), pp. 45-I8.

)
*the Disclpline, op. oit., p. 21

50£. g.‘&., October~Decenber, 1957, Pe 6.
51

Ce We, March, 1957, p. L2,
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At snother time the same authors make the term commitment

synonomous with joining the chuwah membership.ga In & lesson
which was completely on the church, Virginia Jordan gave the
following cholce of definitions for the church:

The chumeh is a bullding in which people worship,

The shurch is a group of pecple who worship and work
together,

The church is a fellowship of people who are trying

to fg%low Jesus' teachings snd help others know about
him ™

Later Virginia Jordan states that when & person joins
the church, they are making a promise to God to be & true
Christian and they are telling the church members that they
want to join them in the important work of the churah.sh

In contrast to the rather indefinlteness of the above
deseriptions of the echurch, there is the New Testament
definition through the meaning of the word ecclesia: assembly
or body of called out anas.sg Also the meaning as stated in
The Discipline 1s that the Church i1s to be " . . . composed

of true beliavers."gé Tt would be needed to be made clear

to children who the "ealled out ones" er "true believers" are,

SZEEEQ., p. 3.

Eég. B. L., January-iarch, 1956, p. 35.
Shivia., pe 36.

5%Wiley, op. cit., III, 103.

5é"fhe Discipline, pe. 22.
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The Sacraments

What are the sacraments of the chureh and their pur-
poses?

Baptism, as a sacrament of the church, is snother way
of saying, "I want to be & part of this great Christian
wopk."s? according to one author, 1In the pupil's quarterly
she explained baptism as " . . . a sign to all that he [the
one joining the church] meant what he sald when he promised
to be a Christian."gg The Lowreys explain infant baptism
as & promlise on the part of the parents to help the echild to
learn to know and to love God, so that they will grow up as
Christians and as friends of Jesus.">9 The same authors do
not explain adult baptism but only give the questions aslked
by the pastor.é0 These questions coneern Godls forglveness,
1iving the Christian l1life, and believing the Bible, There
is no comment or explanation concerning these requirements
of baptism,

The Discipline of The Evangelical United Brethren

Church states that:

572. W., March, 1956 (Vipginie Jordan), p. 35.
SSJ. E- Eo, Jmpy*ﬁ&rch' 1956, P 360

593. B. L., January-March, 1957, p. 3.

601p5 4,
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Baptism is not merely a token of the Chrlstian pro~-
fession, whereby Christians are dlstingulshed from
others, and whereby they obligate themselves to observe
every Christian duty; but it is also a sign of internal
ablution, or the new bITEL,  Tunderiining mine)

Communion, another sacrament of the church, i3 a
" ¢« . « time for meeting with other Christians to remember
Jesus,"02 as stated by Virginia Jordan, The Lowreys added
more to the above statement by saying that it 1s not only
a time to remember Jesus and his great love but also that
43

e o » 211l people who follow Jesus are a part of one

Chpistian chureh.“63

The Disecipline of The tvangelical United Brethren

Church stated thatt:

The Supper of the Lord is not merely e token of love
and union that Christians ought to have among thenm~
selves, but is rather a mystery or representation of
our redemption by the sufgﬁringa and death of Christ
e o o« (underlining mine)

In the teaching of the meaning of the sacraments to
the Junior it can be seen that once again half-truths are
presented; half=truths which eould be truths 1f the eontext
would explain further. The explanations as presented do not

give the Junlor the real meaning in its fullest sense.

6lrne Discipline, p. 27
62

632. B. L., January-iarch, 1657, pa. 10,

_J:'c go __I:o, Januapy-ilarch, lc}gé’ Pe 36.

6aThe Diseipline, op. cit., p. 27,
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The Chureh's Mission

What 1s the church's mission? The Mowreys made the
following comments: ". . . every church is working for the
improvement of righteousness in the community through the
spiritual growth of sach 1ndividual.“65 Christians are trye
ing to accomplish " . . . better conditions, high ideals,

ahﬂﬂn& wWork . . 'néﬁ

"e « . @3 woe follow him [Jesus Christ)
we love and share,"07
The Statement of Faith 1s as follows:
« » » this divine institution [ the church] is for the
And the conversion of ihe worid o Christ 830 ooLeveres
The first reason, the maintenance of worship, is
presented in various lessons although the distinction of true
worship beilng only for believers is not made clsar.69 The
second reason, for the edifivation of believers, is presented
in scmewhat of an indirect way in quotes 65-67 and others,
The third reason, for the conversion of the world to Christ,

1s partially presented. The moral atonement as stated in the

659_. W., October, 1957, p. 41
66}9&2., p. M.

67Ibid.

68The Discipline, op. cit., p. 22.

693. g. see the C. W., November, 1957, pe Wi, col. a.




39
sixth section of this chaptar7o i3 used as the nmotive pather

than the basic reason of wanting to econvert the world to
Ghrist.Yl

One of the best ways to help the Junior child to have
respect for the church is to hold the ideals and standards
high in the way which Ohrist intended them to be.,

IX. THE LAST THINGS

We belleve in the resurrsction of the dead: the future
general judgment; and an eternal state of rewards, in
which the righteocus dwg%l in endless 1lif'e, and the wiclked
in endless punishment,

"Boys and girls have a curious wnder about death", 73
it 1s stated in the Southern Baptist Graded Teacherts book,
"Boys and girls need to see the brighter side of death", the
same writer continued.

+« « o They need to think of death as part of God's
loving plan for each one of us, and to realize that
1ifs after death is a far happler life_than this for
those who have Jesua for their Saviop. 4

In each of the Eaater lessons in the Evangelical

United Brethren Junior Graded llterature it was presented

70P0 32,

713.‘§. see the g. ﬁ.. Janmaary, 1958, p. 42, col, c.
72The Discipline, p. 23.

73Thﬁ Fathert's Work (Teacher's Book; Nashville: The
Sunday ScRG01 Board of the Southern Baptist Convention, 19/3),

Poe 550

b4,
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clearly that Jesus was resurrected., HNothing is said of the
way in which 1t was done. The purpose of the resurrection
is given by Arline Peckham in the pupil's gquarterly as

follows:

+ o « 1t reminds us that Jesus is alive forever. But
i% means more--Jesus promlised that becsuse he arose
and lives forever that even though our bodles die,

we %00 may live with God always., It maang living fop=
ever and ever with God even after death.?

In the preceding quote there iz no distinction made
between those who have accepted Christ and are ready to live
with Him and those who are not Christians. However, there
is a reference to the fact, although not clearly stated, in

the following quote from the Childrenta Worker: " . . . the

joy of Easter will never end for Christian people.“76 In
any of the lessons concerning life after death there is no
mention eof hell or those who reject Christ after the final
judgment. Of course, this phase would not be emphasized but
the fact that acecepting Christ makes a difference in death
as well ag life should be made clear,

Seripture Press brought out this unpleasant fact in

8 good way:

7SJ. é- .I_J-o' APril"Jun#e’ 195’8’ Pe 30

769_. W., April, 1958, p. l1.
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« » « The Bible tells us that everyone will be raised
from the dead. Everyone will live for all eternityw-
either in heaven with tha7%ord Jesus or forever apart

from Him. (John 5:23,20)
There was no further mention of tris fact in the above

lesson, The seed was planted and as the Junior 1s capable

he will comprehend the real meaning.

77Adventures of Isasc, Jacob, and Joseph, op. cit.,

p. 68.



CHAPIER IV
TECHNIQUES OF METHODS

Sound theologleal views alone cannot guarantee
effective work in the Sunday school. Along with a good
ﬁhsis of sound theology must come the best of educational
techniques, This means the gathering of the educational
techniques which will meke effective the goals for which
the Sunday school is striving.

The general outline of the criteria for evaluating
the techniques of methoeds was adapted from Ritter and Shepherd
in thelr book, Methods of Teaching in Town and Rural Schools.

I. INDIVIDUAL ABILITIES, NEED3, ARD INTERESTS

A good lesson is centered on the average child's in-
terest. This comes from know ng the general characteristics
and needs such as those described in Chapter II, Aleng with
centering of material for the average c¢hild should come pro-
vision for varying individual abilitles, needs, and interests.
This is somewhat harder to accomplish in the writing of the
three age rangeé. In the case of the Junior age group it is
likely that at times the teneyear-old will have the advantage

lE. L. Ritter and L. A, Shapherd, Methods of Teachi
in Town and Rural Schools (New York: The Dryden Press, I§Sg%,

B+ 5.
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a8 he will usually more closely fit the average picture,

The articles in the first part of The Chlldren's

Worker help the teacher to do the chlld better and thus be
able to adjust her lesson better to his needs. At the
beginning of each week's lesson in the Southern Baptist
Graded Series there ls a section entitled "Know the Child
and His Needs", This 1s very helpful to the teacher in using
it directly with each lesson.

It 1s up to the teacher to do most of the planning
for individual differences. The teacher deservez help in
this by suggestions for a variety of types of learning and
activitles.

One of the types of learning suggested is the hymn
study. Virginia Jordan gives some excellent helps for study-
ing of the hymns. She said, "Children wlll love the great
hymns of the church 1f we help them do so.“z Hymns are tled
in with the lessons such as in the study of Sammel, a hymn
about Sammel 1s studied.>

Another way for the chlild to learn is through the
picture, An example of this was at the time of the study
of Jesus when a collection of the plctures of Jesus by

various artists of the world.h At another time "The Madonna

29, W., Pebruary, 1956, p. 33.
39_- g{oz May, 1957, Pe. ’-4—3'

I

‘. W., September, 1956, p. 31
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of the Chair", was studied along with the story of how it
was written,>

Many examples of a varlety of activities could be
listed. These activities were to be used to help lmpress
upon the child the lmportant content matter.

One example of an activity was the making of a dio-
rama.6 This was to show the ways in which the gospel is
spread. A ribbon was to be extended from each dlorama to the
country that 1t represented on the map. The teacher was
werned that ™ . . . the valus of the diorama is the thinking
that goes on as it is planned and the use that is made of it
after it is finished . . "7

Another suggestion 1s the time line used to 1llustrate

the growth of the cmmoh.8

A wall frieze 1llustrating Luke's
story was also suggested¢9

Maps were used in many different ways. Since children
are usually taking great interest in maps at this age 1t 1is
an excellent time to take advantage of this interest. Ex~

amples of maps: an 0ld Testament map, an unfinished map

sg. W., December, 1956, p. W
60, W., Januery, 1656, p. 27.
79_. W., November, 1957, p. 38.
8. w., Apri1, 1956, p. 31.

9%. W., December, 1956, p. 0.
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tracing the heroes studied, a large wall map to be made, and

10

a table mep. Another time & map is used while clothespin

dolls are moved along the map as the story of Abraham is
told.ll

Another type of activity suggested was that c¢hildren
could make an original Psalm or hymn or responsive prayer
such as Psalms 13621-9.12 An example of good instructions
and good interpretation for effective use of Scripture was
found in the Junior Bible Lesaonz.l3 Many varleties of plays
and dramas were suggested.

A few times, such as in the December, 1958 Christmas
unitlh, the listing of activities went to the extreme., A
recipe for cookles was even glven.

A conclse way to list the activities of the unit is
done by Virginla Jordan in the unit, "This is My Fatherts

World".
From the suggestions given in the Children's Workerlg,

the teachsr should be able to present the lesson in a variety

10s, w., July, 1956, p. 29 and April, 1956, p. 30.

llg. ﬁ., November, 1957, p. 33.

129.- EO’ Maya 1956’ Pe 33'

135, B. L., October-December, 1957, p. 6.
lbf_C_. W., December, 1953, pp. 37-4l.

lsg. .Vi., Juna, 1956' Pae 32.
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of ways to meet the varying need, interests and abilities of

the pupils,
ITI. STUDY HABITS

An importsnt part of learning is the developing of
the proper study habits. This is important, too, in the
Sunday schoolj especially 48 it important since the small
proportion of time 18 spent under the auspices of the Sunday
school teacher.

In the Junior Oyecle~Craded Evangelical United Brethren
material there is occasional urging for a time of personal
devotions~-a time of Bible reading and prayer. During the
study of Psalms, there is an emphssis on devotions.lé The

middle section of the Junior Bible Lessona was to be cut out

and used for a little book during the devotional time,

Teachers are advised to check each week to see if the chil-
dren are having their "Daily Devotions". A chart was to be
kept for each one to put the verse that he memorized during
the week.17 There 18 s8lso an explanation and encouragement
of family devations.ls

In order to be able t0o use the Bible well for their

léJ. B. L., October-December, 1957, p. 1.
l7g, W., November, 1957, p. ho.
182. B. E., October-December, 1957, p. 19.
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personal use, the Junlor must be developing skill in using 1t.
There should be a constant awareness on the part of the teache-
er to help the child to learn how to find things in the Bible.
In the three year set of lessons there is a special emphasis
on skills in the unit "Learning to Use My Bible" ’. At other
times the skills are emphasized mostly just by looking up
Sceripture in the c¢lass. A good thing to have would be a
ehart similar to Table I (on the following page) which the
Scuthern Baptists have printed in each one of the Junior
teachert's books,

Another way of developing skill im using the Bible is
through memorization, Since Junliors memorize well especially
if they understand the meaning (as was mentioned in Chapter
IIZO) memorization should be encouraged. There 18 & specisl
aignificance in memory work in the realm of the aspiritusl life,
The Holy Spirit is given to Christians to "teaeh all things".
{John 14:26) He can take His Word which is hidden away in
the heart and use at an approprlate time, As time goes on,
more meaning will be added to the Scripture which is a part
of the Christiants life.

Throughout the unlts, memory work was encouraged in

various ways. An attempt to put meaning into was msde in

1900tober~ﬁavember, 1953,

20
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TABLE I

SKILLS IN USING THE BIBLE

e

Taught incidsntally as & mesans of learning the Bible lessonjy

through purposeful drills and games

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3
Handling the Bible # #
Recognizing different Growing understanding #

words desoribing the
Bible

Locating different books
of ths Bible--in 014
Testament or Kew
Tes tament:

Naming books of Bible
by grouplings

014 Testament--Law,
History

New Testament-~Cospels,
Paultas epistles

Reading and writing
Scripture peferencses

Finding Seripture
refersnces

Heading verses intelli-
gently

Getiting acquainted with
congordance and Blble

dictionary (not for
use but for recognl-
tion

Getting acquainted with
maps

and apprecistion of
these words

#

Naming books of Bible
by groupings

01d Testament~-Growing
familliarity with all

groupings
Hew Testament--Growlng
familiarity with all

grouplngs
#

Recognizing concordance
and Bible distlonsry

Using maps

Locating different books
of the Blble by grouping

Naming of bocks by
groupings

01d Testament~~Falr knowe
ledge of all groupings

Hew Testament--Falr knowe
ledge of all groupings

#

Using coneordance

#.

Getting acquainted with
different versions

*Jasus, The Eind and Couragecus; The Pathert's Work; Followl g Fosus, Teach.

erts BooKs, Nashville: The Sunday school Board of the southiern Baptist convention,

1943.

e et e e e e
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21
the Childrents Worker when discussion and choral peading

was used to help in memorizing Scripturse.

The Sunday school lessons should have some type of
follow-up during the week through homework on the part of
the child. Most Sunday schools are quite unsuccessful in
this, Gospel Light Press uses theilr pupil's book for a dif-
ferent purpose than other presses. Thelr pupil's book is to
be used after the lesson during the week whieh follows. This
gives the child more or less a supervised study time since
the work follows the Sunday session., It elso gives them
motivation for that whieh they are to do.

On the inside of the back cover of Junior Bible

Studies, another Evangelical Unlted Brethren lesson serlies,
there is a helpful group of suggestions for follow-up.22
It suggests a variety of things: learning the nsmes of the
books, making a map, lesrning & song, reading the Christmas
story, &nd memorizing a Psalm.

Another good study habit to develop in the children
is that of problem solving &s thelr lesson material is made
meaningful. An example of this is found in the January,

1657 Children's Wopkar.gB Several problems are presented

215, w., February, 1956, p. 3k

anunior Bible Studies, October-December, 1957.
23

p. ’_;.Oo
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after & lesson on forglveness. The children were asked dif-
ferent suggestions as to how the problem was solved, Then
the teacher was to give the answer as to what the person did.
More of this problem solving could be presented through the
story.

III. ORGANIZATION OF MATERIAL

The material in The Children's Woprker is clearly

organized for teacher preparation, This is a typleal listing
of the sections: Deslred Outcomes, Materials, Background for
the Teacher, Preparation for the Session, The Session (with
subdivisions as to what was to take place in the session).
This seems to be essy~to«follow in planning for the teacher,
One thing that could be improved on is a more definite
section on the lesson approach. It might be entitled "ine
troduction” or "how to begin®., OSince this is one of the
most importent parts of lesson preparation the teacher should
have definite help on this,

Through a gquiek glance at the organization of the
material of several publishing houses, the difference can be
seen in the center of organization. In the Evangelical
United Brethren Cycle~Graded material it is organized around
the e¢hild as the center. The difference can be seen in com=

parison with Seripture Press, Light and Life, and Southern
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Baptist Graded teacher's books. The three last mentioned have

as the core each Sunday an appropriste Bible story. All things
evolve around this. In the Evangelical United Brethren Cycle
Graded lessons they " . . . first consider 1ife experiences
and situations, with passages of Seripture selected to show
the Christian answers to everyday problems of life."ah

The philosophy behind the "experience~centered™, or
"ehild-centered” type of lessons acocounts for many laymen's
accusation that the Bible 1s not used in the lessons, It is
used but as more of a resource, rather than a source,

To the conservative, the Bible 1s suthoritative as waa
pointed out in Chapter IIIQS. our Sunday schoel learning
evolves around this fact, In a sensze the approach to the

learning is "bi-polar”, as Harold Mason in his book, Abiding

Values in Christian Education26 pointed out, It is "bl-polar”
in the sense that i% is Bible«centered and pupll-centered.
Another way 1t might be deseribed is that the material is
pupll-centered but Blble~based. By all means the Bible should
be taught as is fitting for the needs of each age group.
Lillian Moore Rice described this wery well when she wrote:

2hM1nister's Manual of Instructions (Dayton: The Otter-
bein Press, 10571s P« Oe

25pp. 17-21.

aéﬁarold C, Mason, Abiding Values in Christian Educa~
tion (Westwood, N. J.: Fleming H. Revell, 1955)y De 57e
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e« o + 6ach of these lessons presents a pupll study and
a Bible study side by side. tHere 1s the pupil', we say
in effect, 'and here 1g the Bible material'. We hold the
Bible material up to the pupil as he stands before us,
revealed through a study of his needs and sxperiences;
then we cut and fit 1t to sult his mental and spiritual
size and shape.?

This is well demonstrated in the set-up of the Southw
ern Baptist Teacherts Book from whioch the preceding quote was
taken. At the beginning 1s an excellent section entitled
"Enow Your Pupils®. There are two subdivisions entitled
"Their Experiences” and "Their Needs®, Pollowing this is an
entirely Bible centered lesson.

The weakness of the experience-centered curriculum,
as the writer sees 1t, 1s the emphasis on present day exper-
ience to the neglect of past experiences. To the one who
believes in the Bible as Godts special Revelation, nothing
ecan take the place of the historical experiences from it.

The strong point of experience centered curriculum,
as the writer sees it, is the emphasis on living. When the
Bible is used, it i1s used in a practical way. This theory
has this emphasis because it grew out of the idea of many
who were learning facts without putting them lnto prastice.

To the conservative, the Bible must be the center,

but it mist be "rightly divided® according to the needs of

the pupil .

2Trollowing Jesus (Teacher's Book; Washville: The
Sunday ScHool of thé Southern Baptist Convention, 1943), p. 6.




CHAPTER V
MARE~UP AND PRICE OF THE MATERIAL

The general format of the material was made up in an
attractive manner, It was clear and easy to follow for both
teacher and pupll., With each issue there was a varlety of
¢olor,

Since the size of both teacherts manusl and pupil's
book are large there would be the disadvantage of the books
being hard to carry. Most Bibles are a much smaller size
and since the Juniors are being urged to bring their Bibles
it would seem that 1t would be rmuch better to have the
pupilts books approximately the same size.

The pictures, art and captions were attractively
added. Occasionally, asome of the plctures in the pupilts
book are dark and somewhat indistinct. An example of this
ia "The Aprival of the Shaphards“.l

The size of the print was geared to the average fifth-
grader. It would be a little hard for the fourth-grader to
read but since it is not used over a long period of time at
one sitting it would not harm the fourth-grader.

The quality of paeper used was good so that it does not

detraect from the importance of the books. Even better qual-

15, B. L., October-December, 1957, p. 30.
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ity paper such as the Southern Baptist Graded lesson use does
add a great deal to the Sunday school books for the child,
This, along with the attractive oceasional color picturea
inside, make a booklet of whish the child ean be really proud.

For comparison of prices with other publishing houses
see Table II on the followlng page. One reasocn that the
teacher's book 1s higher than other presses is because all
of the c¢hildrents teachers of the Evangelical United Brethren
c¢hurches use the same teacherts manual. This msakes a larger
book. It is doubtful, in the writer's opinlion, whether there
ias a good reason for publishing all of the teschers! manuals
in one, It is doubtful whether many teachers have the time
to do mueh reading other than for their own use and perhaps
one or two articles., Other companiaes publish & helpful arti-~
cle or two at the beglinning of each teachesr!s mammal and also

publish the individual mamal at a lower price.



PRICE OF JUNIOR SUWEBAY SCHOOL LITERATURE

TABLE II

59

Publliabing House

Teacherts Boek Papil's Book

Methodist

22 .16
Gospel Light 43 28
Sertipture Press Ao 28
Bvangelical United
Brethren +50 38
Light end Life 4o 020
Concordia »25 17
Seouthern (Uniform) 25 .12
Baptist (Graded) 11 w17
Average Prices »35 20




CHAPTER VI
SUMMARY

It is important in a church to have unity in thought
and spirit. This must be true in all the ocutreaches of the
church. If the Sunday school is to be the "pight erm® of
the pastorts ministry then all who work in the Sunday school
should be striving for the same goals.

8ince the pastor is human and thus cannot be in perw
son in all the areas of the chureh to help, he must depend
on others to give direction in his place, In the area of
the Sunday school the writers of the printed page do just
that.

It has besn found through thls study that the basic
goals of the eonservative pastor and church ars undereunt and
the zeal, vision, and purpose weakensd in the teachings of
the Cycle~Graded Junior Department materials of the Evangel-
ioal United Brethren Church.

If the pastor can find supplementary materlial for his
teachers he is on the way to solving his problem. Involved
in this 1s the added expenss which would make it difficult
for many churches. But, the writer has found, a larger
problem than this 1s to find a conservative series of lessons
which follow along with the same toples. The reason for this
being as explained in Chapter IV; the difference in the
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philosophy and aims of theology makes for a difference in the

cholce of educational principles; thus making a& difference in
the cholce of lesson topics.

If the pastor cannot find s series of conservative
lessons on the same topiecs, he could supplement through
other literature concerning the general subjects under con-
sideration. The problem in fulfilling this ia for the paator
to find the time to be informed on what each age level ia
studying.

Ancther solution to the problem might be to have
training classes for the teachers, go over the literature in
generel and teach them to be informed, The problem involved
here might be for the pastor and teachers to both find time.
For, &8s mentioned before, it 1s at this point where the
pastor calls upon his assistants, the Sunday school writers
and publishers, te¢ help him out where he is humanly unable
to do everything, Algo, a teacher may have time to si% in
her home and work on her Sunday school lesson when she may
not have time to attend extra meetings,

Only through worklng in the individuel church cen a
person know what seems to be the best answer to thls problem.
Above all, the pastor must be true to hils call of God and
remember thet *Woe unto me if I preach not the Gospel®. He

is responsible first to God, second to man.
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