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CHAPTER I
IRTRODUCTICY

This paper is to be & study of the motif of "faith®
as set forth in the Wew Testament and sonveyed by the Greek
poun WOT§ and the family of related words. It is thus
priaarily concerned with basic idees sad oconcept, whils
recognizing the mecessit; of a firm factual end exegetical
basis. The purpose of this imtroductory chapter is to set
forth briefly the need for such & study, the objective
sought, and ths method esmployed, followed by a brief defi-
aition of aymbels,

I. WNEBED

The Greek ncun nfbus is commonly translated "feith/
aepd 83 such has bscome an integral part of the English
lenguage, It 1s felt that the concept of "faith,"” &8s pre-
sonted to the Znglish~gpeaking peoples by certalnm popular
authora,l is someshat different froc that held by the writea
of the New Testament, aad that for this reeson there is &
need for re-sxamining end re-svaluating the New Testament

ccacept of “faith,”
II. CRIECTIVE

The gool of the prosemt study 1s the clerification

1 For exsmple, Norman Vincent Feal, The Powsr of
Positive Thiaking, p. 132,
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and delineation of the "faith™ concept or "metif.” hile
the speoific faots will be dealt with as necessary means,
the objective will be the exposition of ths underlying ldean

ané emoticnal oontent of Hew Testament "faith."
III. VPROCEDURE

The writer feals that the various Few Tsatament authors
held the sone general viewpolints on important doctrinmal sat-
ters. For this reason this study will plece little emphash
upon iandividual viewpsints, but rather, ep effort will bde
mede o arrive at s cosmposite conclusion as & result of the
campilation of the contributicns of the various writers to
the amotif, The primeiple "probabdbly son-genuine" passages
will be ipeluded, since 1t is felt that they reflect the
general tepor of New Testament thought, and will be noted as
they ocour,

The method employed will be ilnduotive, lnsofar as 1s
possible. In gensral the study will follow the traditional
divislons of the lew Teatament, but in some cnzes sozewhald
erbitrary divisions will be mede for the seke of facilitet-
ing study.

There ars elght words of the n&nts faglly. Each of
these will be troced imdividuslly through the Hew Tsstament
with & two-~fold purpose. The firat purposs will be that of
determining the meaning of the worde themsslvesn &z esmployed



by the various avthers. The second will be that of noting
the various constructions and essccliations of the words with
a view tovwierds gelning an over-all impression of the "faith"
motif,

The msthods employed must of necesslity be flexible,
ané no riglid plan of anelysis is employed, the attempt being
made to set forth the most importert aspects of each section.
When 1t is deemed helpful, summaries will be made of the
various gsections., 4 summery will be given at the end of eanch
of the major word studies. Three of the words - wlots ,
TOTEVW » MLOTo§ = &8re given more detailed trsatment, since
they predominste in the New Testament vooabulary., The othe
word studles are included for the purpose of enlarging upon
and clarifying the meaning,

A short chapter on the Greerx and Hebrew background
is included for the purpose of demomstrating the two differ-
ent concepts of "faith.” The tranalation froe Hebrew inte
Greak is tr-eed through the Septuagint as a means of detsr-
mining the words smployed for the concepts expressed.

The finsl chapter conteins the succory of the study.
In this final chapter an sttempt will be made to drsw oon~
clusions as to the meaning of the "falth metif” in the New

Testament.,



IV, SYWBOLS

In & study of thls type Iregqusnt recourse to the
stendard references 1s necassary. To avold multivlication
of footnotes, symbols will be included in the body of the
text, indiocatimg the comment op the particulsr possage io-
volved. These will eppear as follows:

Beagel ~ Bengel's Gn

I. C. . - The Iaternations

Robertson - Hord Pistures Ln the New Testement, A. T.

Reobvertson,

Vinecent ~ dord Studies is the Few Testemen

Vinoent.

Theyer - Thayer's Gresk-Saglish Lexicon of the New

The seripture references will also be included in
the body of the text, employing conventional symbols. The
Beaglish quotations are in general based upon the Heviged

standsrd Verslen.



CHAPTER IX
BACKGROURD
1. Fabrew

Although the New Testament languege is Greek, the
concepts ccntained therein are firmly rooted in the Hebrew
anschauung, One means of approach to this study, there-

fore, 1z that of investigeting the transition from the Hebrew
to the Greck longusge as accomplished b: the tramslators of
the Septuagint. This will of peceessity be a rather brief
survey, the cbleet being to grasp the centrsl idesg ccocnveyed
by the Hebrewx words whieh are trapnslated by n&nxs and its
related forms.

The verb motevew 1n its verious forrs is encounten
ed approximately fifty tices in the eancnicel Deptusgint
books, Jith one exception it is a translation of the Hebrew
téman, the mesning of which will be discussed below. The
ons exception (Jer. 25:8) is the word shfge, which means to
hear, listen, or obay.l

The second related verd, morov , used twelve times,
is o translatior of ‘Bgan, with three exceptions. Onoce it
is used to tramslate qus (IT Sam. 7:25), which conveys the

1 3411 BHebrew définitions are taken from Browsn, Driver,

g;gas.é_&_ﬁ rew and Engligh Lezicon of the 0ld Teatament,
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underiying ides of firmness or endurance, once 'Smar (I Xi.
1:36) meaning say, smpeak, or declare, and once 'Bmedh in the
gausative sten indicating that whioh hes been made firm or
ostablished.

The noun m:ms is found apprezimately thirty times.

A ;
sraneh, which

With some emceptions, 1t translates the word '
is olosely ralated to '"Hgepn and will be discussed in that
oonpection. In five instances it 1s a translation of 'speth
which conveys the idea of relisbility, sureress, stebility,
or comtinuance (Pr. 3313, 1lh:22, 15127, Jer. 35:9, 40:6). In
three cesen 1t translates ‘aafinsh
or fized provision (¥We. 9:38, Cant, 4:8, Jer. 15:18), and
onee *8mop, mesning trusting or faithfulness (De., 32:20).
motds , en adjective, is found approxisately forty

, msaning falth, suppord,

times, O these, sbout thirty are employed to translete
"Eman, three to trenslste ‘emon (Pr, 13:17, l4:5, 20:6), and
one each for *gm (De, 32:14) end 'smeth (¥r. 14:25), In
additlon, 1t 12 used once to translate gadig, which means
rightnens, Jjustice, or lewful {(Job 17:9). The opposite

meaning , pqaév mc:ro’s, is used to translate the Habrew
tohaphukah, whioh carrvies the meening of to turn, to changs,
to overthrom, to pervert, o be cuoptrery, crooked, ané des-
truetion (Fr, 2:12).

This brief survey reveals thet for preotical purposes
the verb 'Sgan and the derivative ncun 'gmung
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sidered to hold the key to the understanding of ths concept
which is translated by mous and its related forms in the
Septuagint, The basic mesning of these related Hebrew ex-
preasions is %o confirm or to support. Cther expressions
which edd to the meeaning ars to neurish, pillsr, foster-
mother or nurse, people tlo$ can be depsended upor, to make
firm, lasting, or sastablish, firm eonfidence, that whioh is
virified, reliable, faithful, trusty, trust, believs.

The general congcept, then, is that of sorething whioch
can be absolutely trusted or denended upon, As applied to
interpersonel relstionships, it would be 8 statc of compled
trust and confidence, beesutifully illustrated by the idez of
& fostsyr-mother or nurse, The larger context is that of the
relationshiy of Israel o God. Professor Livingston, ia his
study of Jeremich, states tihnt:

Jeremiah and the people were challenged to make e

sonsolous, passionate comsittal of thelr entire beings

to God and tg maintain thet committel at all times,
sonsciously.

II. Gresk

This discussion will be linited to e brief statement
of the classical Greek :canings of the words to be considered
in this study as found in the stendsrd references and lexi-

cons.

2 Herbert Livingston, "The e 1o Conspgious-
* (Unpublished Doctoral Disser t cn) eolegical
sary, 1955, Cn. 8, p. 4,
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mots > used in Greek literaturs from Hesiod down,

is smployed in both an active and & passive opense., The
aative sense iz that of falth, ocomfidence, or trust, It
slght ve exercised towards amother, snjoyed by one, i.a.
gredlt, or used in an intellesctunl ssuse as sublective cere
tainty in referance to propesitional truth, It alsc means,
by metonymy, that with which one ie intrusted, Im the re-
ligicus remle, it denocteg general beliel iz the existsonoe
and power of the gods, but noct persomel Telth and confidence
in thea {(i'lato, Lpgg. 311 966D}, The passive sense ia that
of trustworthiness, faithfulneds, or the eassurance of 1t.
it inocludes peysonsl flidelity, rledge or promise of goed
faith, guarantee, a&nd evidenee or proof as presented in court,
O Cevw ,‘* found in Greek »riters froa Aeschylus
down, oorrasponds to tle setive sense of m'ar«.s , Besaning ®
belleve, or trust fevw Suffix - %o do or tc be what the stem
implies). In an intellsotual sense, it wmeans %o believe &
person, his word, or statement, The name o the persosn or
the name denoting his word, is in the dative, the word ex-
preeaing the oontent of his stetement in the accusative,
Since believing one's word and putting eonfidence in one are
in experience closely realated, a shary distinction ceonpot

always be made bebween this snd the seecond sense of the word,

"3 hrnest Dewltt Burton, The Eplstle bto the Galstisns,
pe 475; The Internationnl Critiosl ﬁgw@wn__ feTy.

&b Loc. eit,
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This second sense is to trust, to put cosfidence in, or rsly
upon, whether in rsletion to persons or things.

ITLIGTLKOS ,5 has both the meaning of "heving tie power
of persuading®™ er "ekillful in persuading belief " and
"trusty, faithful, that can be rellied upoa" (wog suffix -
signiftiss characteristic.,) Im reference to commodities, it
meens genuine, pure, or umadulterated. This is the only
sense im which it 1s employed im the Kew Testazent,

moTow {ow suffix - to cause whet the stem icplises,)
used only once in the Hew Testament, has the original mean-
ing of "to mmke falthful or reader trustworthy, to make
fire, or establish.” In the passive senss it coaveys the
sence of being firmly persusded or assured,

matés (106 suffiz - signifies possibility cr aotu-
ality) bas the generel meaning of "faithful,” "trusty,” "om
on whor »e may rely or believe.” Of thingcs, it means
"trustworthy, sure, firsg, certain.” There is elso enw
countered in the New Testement the asciive meaning of "con-
fidipg™ or "falthful,” which i:c foumd rsrely in secular
Greed (Soph. T. S 1031, Pleteo, Legg. vil 824.)

Lastly, the group of three "pegative™ words will be
considered. c’\mato's , Tound from Homey down, memns, ac-
tively, "pot confident,™ "distrustful,” ead passively, "un

worthy of confidence or belief, untrustworthy, incredible.”

5 The remaining disoussion is based upon both Cremer,

B oo~-Theologlosl Lexigon of Hew Testasent Creek, and
yer, A ureex-snglish laxico- of the New leatamsnt.
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aﬂiﬁfaa (rﬁa sufrfix - guelity) conveys the meaning
of "feithlessnesna,” "uncertainty,” and “"distruast.” Tlatc
often employs it with the signification of "doubt.” It is
found in Creek writers froz Hesled cnd Hercdotus down.

amotéw f(ew suffix - £c do or be what the stea ir-

plies) found in Greek fros Homer down, carrieg the pessive
measlng of "to be suspected” or "o be unfalithful.” Active-
1y, it meens "$o put no confidence in,” or "to doubt"” (Flato
Phaad, 77A.)

In conclusieon, it may be ssen thst the Cresk mean~
ings of Tdelg and related words sre the ones comoonly conw
veyed by our ¥nglish word "falth® and its related forsmas,

The general sense 1s that of sn intellectual conviction con-~
eerning persons or propesitionsl truth, Ig the religious
realm, ag previcusly noted, it Jdoes mot convey the sense of
personal belief and confidence in the gods, This element,
which la so overwhelninsly prefosinent i: Hebrew thourht
and languege, slmply hes no ocounterpart in Greek religious
thought,



duetery ra

This, the most important word of the group, w»ill be
given first consideration, The sectionsl surveys will be
follewed by short su-maries, and the chapter sill be sum~
msarized in concluasiocn. It will be ssen that the word ac-
quired a distinctive emphasis in Hew Testazent usage, and
that a proper understanding of it is essentisml to the con-
prehension of Bibliocel truth. m’aug dces not oocur in the
Gospel of John,
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CHAPTER IXX

ot
1. Bynoptic Gospels

introductory parsgraph. woug is encountersd a
totel of twenty~four times la the Synoptie Goapels., It is

found in the utterances of Christ im all but thres instances
where Christ 1s desoribsd as beholding the "falth" of those
appealing to him (Mt, 9:2, ¥k, 2:5, Lu. 5:20.)

*Faith" is act defined by the Symoptists, and its
meaning must therefore be inferred from the contexts. The
objeet of "falth,” in the mejority of imstances, is the per-
son of Shrist; shether this included an awsreness of his
offioe 1s, e meny cases, impossible to determine. In one
instencs, Christ comemnds his disciples to have "faith™ o
God {¥x 11:22), and in & second he condems the Jews for
having neglected ”judgemsnt and meroy sad faith® in thelr
zeal for ceremonial rightouspess, These would seem to lmply
that "falth™ was sn integral part of the 0l4 Testament dise
pansation,

In addition tw these lmplicit or sipressad ebjects,
vfalth” 1s treated as something of an ebstraet principle or
foroeo., FHaving “faith,® though in minimel quantity, em~
powers one to cest mounteins into the sea (¥t 17:20) and to
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move sycamine trees {Lu, 17:6,) #hile charges of incon-
grulty and hyperbole &rs leveled at these passages, 1t can
hardly be denied tirt Christ was fllustratiag the dynaaic
quality of "faith.” 7The disciples ask that "falth™ be
given to theam (lit. - "added to them™ - Rebertson), and
Christ prays for Simon thst his "faith™ may not fail (Lu, 22:
32.) Christ also asks whether, when the Son of ¥an comes,
he »il) £ipd "felth™ on earth.

The most typical exzpressiocrn involving "faith® is
"your f&ith has saved you.," This is used in refsrsence to
physiocal healing on three cccasions: the woman with a hemor-
rhage (Wt 9:22, Mk 5:34, Tu 8:48), the bhlind san st Jericho
(Mk 10:52, Lu 18:42), end the leper (Lu 17:19.) In one very
important exception it refers umequivocably to forgiveness of
8in {(Lu 7:50,) Thus, a dynamic quality is again ascribed %o
faith by Christ himself, for he specifically states that
"falth” is the means to hesling and forgiveness, This is
further evidenced in relation to healing wham Christ tells
the blind men that it will be done to therm according to
their "feith.? (¥t 9:29) It is imteresting %o observe, but
not within the scope of this peper to elaborste, the fact
that the seme expression is used in reference to both physi-
eal henling and forgiveness of sins, and thazt both sre a re-
sult of "falth,”

The only sntonym to "having faith” (EQHTB WoTY )
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found in this section is "to doubt™ (wukpdie~¥t 21:21), This
would zeem to imply that, omong other thinps, "falilth” is e
B8tute of mind opposed Yo doubt or sonjecture--in other words,
a gtate of gental sestointy.

"Peith™ exists in verious dogrees, being referred to es
great (¥t B:10, Lu 7:9, ¥t 15:28), and "as a grsin of musterad-
seed” (Wb, 17:20, Lu 17:6), in this cese through the agentgy
of Christ, sinoe the disciples requested 1t from him.

In suasmmry, oertain loporbant sonelusions say be drawn
from this seetion, "Falth® ia a dynamic slement, operative
in the C14 Testemsnt dispensation, related either to God or
to the peramon of Uhrist. It is effective im healing, in for-
giving ein, and in engenderling power over the physiosl uni-
verase. It may ezist in greater or lesser degres, and coarries
with 1t mentel certainty or amasurance,

11, 4078

The book of 3K Acts depicts the transition from the
digpensation of the Son to the Alspensation of the Holy Splrit.
This iz brought cut olearly in the healing at the Beautiful
Gate {(Aste 3:16), the disciples imsistirng that By means of
"falth" ip "His noms,” "His nase™ had made the man strong, and
repoating, for emphasis, that Y) Wfarts ﬁ s’
autév hed given the man perfect health. The "falith" is hers
popsessed by Feter and John, pot by the ran who was healed,
since he was oxpecting alms (3:5). On the other hand, the
disciples rejected vwiclently the idea that the heallng power
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emsnated from themselves. Father, it wag “His name through
falith in His name,” and "ths feith whisch is through Him®
which w88 the effective agent. Thus, it is evident that
Christ was the power involved, and thst "faith™ in Him and
through 'ir, possessed by the disciples, was the means of
healing. The physiocasl hsaling accomplished durins the "days
of His flesh™ i1z thus sontinued by Christ &s a spiritual bde-~
ing by mecns of "falth™ which has Christ as its cbject and
origin.

The other instance of healing encountered in this
study is less easily interpreted. The men had mlcmv ToVv
o'waﬁvac , (14:9} but whether the object of the "faith" was
Christ or Paul is not stated. The assurptliorn thet 1t sas
Chriz¢ is perhaps Justifled by parallel instances.

In two cases faith is specifically qualified by "intc”
{etg ) Jesus Christ (24:24) apd "inte our Lord Jesus" (20:21).
In four other instances it is unguralified: priest are obedl-
ent to it (6:7), it may de turned away from (13:8), it may
be continued in (14:22), end churches may bs stremgthened in
it (16:8)., The conolusion is that v{ rrfaus pay be understend
as the Christian "faith,” or thst "faith" which is related to
the persona of Christ,

On & selitary refersnce, "sanctification” (VI(YLOU -
y&&mg} is seid to be by means of "faith" (26:18)}. Thus, the
entire prootice of salvation is to be eccomplished by "feith.)
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Paul speaks of & door of "faith” {(15:9) which God
had opened to the Yentiles. "Faith™ is thus, 1t mey be in-
ferred, & nmeans of entrance inio the promises of God.

God is spoken of as cleensing the hearis of the CGen~
tiles by meens of "faith” {15:9). This evidences ihe dy-
napio quality of "faith™ as & gleensing power applied to the
hupan heart by God,

In ths healing at the Hesutiful Gate the conueotion
with the aplritusl presence of Ghrist was mentionsd. Thig

is pore clesarly delinested in $wo parsllel possages, Stephen
being describved as n man "full of faith and of the Hely
Spirit® {6:5), spd Barnabas as "full of the Holy Bpirit and
of faith® {1l:24). It would seem that the Christien "falth®
and the work of ths Holy Bpixit are olosely conneccted, 1f
not inseparable.

The one oase im the book of Acts whioh is not 1n ac-
gord with the gaﬁmwml ugage is found in Paul's address to
the Athaniens €l7z ), where ot nupaaxwv is generally
interpreted as an i4iom meaning "to give nssuramce." Thus
it 1s seen that, while in most instances the Wew Teatament
usage of the word is given new peaning in its Christien con-
text, there are still, as would be expected, some instances
of employmant ln other senses of the word.

In susmery, the book of Aste deplots the continuation
of the operation of "faith"” in relationship to the Holy
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8pirit. "Faith” is the means whereby men are healed, sins
are forgiven, and hearts cleansed. It is nothing if net dy-
remlc, and 1s inseparably relatc: to Christ. It is aslso to
be noted that "faith®™ begins te he employed as denoting "the
Christian faith,”

ITIT. PAULINE FEPISTLES

The Pauline treatment of "faith™ may be divided into
three rather broad categories, The first ig that of "the
raith™ as & proper noun, denoting the Christien faith; the
ssoond is that of "feith” as a principle or quelity; the
third is the pore generally accepted non-gpecielized sense
of bellief, assurance, or confidence. Of the three, the
first predominstes, the second is in a definitely Christien
context, while the third is found rather rarely and is often
of debatable interpratation,

Thessaloniona and Corinthisns. There wes #o question
in Paul's mind as to whether "the raith" iz inseparably coa-
nected with the risen Christ., If Christ hee mot risen from
the derd, ®the faith” is not only Teapty" (K6Vﬁ -- T Cor.
15:17) ~= devoid of truth, & lle {Robertson). This is im-
portant to remeaber, since the object of "Ifaith™ s not ex-
plicitly stated in these epistles, with the exception of I
Th 1:8, where it ip ®faith® towmard God.

"Faitk" is contingent upon the power of God (I Co 2:5)
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and is a girt of the Bpirit {I Co 12:9). It is dynamiec; it
pey move smountaine (I Co 13:2), aand there are “works of
falth” 4in power (I Th 1:3, II Th 1:11).

In IZ Th 2:13 salvation is shrouch consecretion by
the Bpirit and nca‘rec &Aqeefag « Tho ezegesis hers is un~-
cortain; poasibly objeotive genitive (Rokertson), although
in view of the preceding subjective genitive thilz wonld seen
e bit incomgrucus, It is translated both "faith™ and "beller.”
It sesems that "felth which comes fror- truth” would be & lagiti~
sate interpretation, but 4n any case, "salvation™ end "faith*
&rs rolated.

The olassic econtrest in these epicstles 1s "we walk by
faith and not by sight” (8@ TOTEWS - oulia &50vS), found
in IT Go 517, P¥aith® i thus sontrasted with sensory per-
ception and the sotivity (welking) is ope thet 1s cocgonly
dependent upon pesrception. Possibly 1t could be inferred that
"Pedth™ is to the gpirituel life what oight 1s to physical ez~
istence. There is another, milder, contrast {I Co 13:2) of
vEaith” with love, meeming to indicmte the posslbility of
baving "faith” without love, comtrary to what would be expeci-
ed if it io inseparably connected with Christ, Lerhape the
distinction is more didactic than resl.

*Paith" is associated with love (I Wi 3:6, 5:8), hope
and love (I Co 13:13}, end stendfastoess (II Th l:4). It
exicte in varying degrees (II Co 10:15, I Th 3:10), and thers
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gy be growth of "feith” (I Th 3:2). OChristiens "stond £irn”
in "faith" (I CGo 16:13, II Co 1:24), and ave strengthened and
sncouraged in feith (I Th 3:2). Fimelly (I Th 5:8), "fsith®
may act 28 & Wreasiplate for the Christian in his battle with
evil.

Galatians. The episgle to the Ualations is a systen~
atloc treatisze of faith, the these bsing further developed
and elsborated in Romens. Before proceeding to an analysis
¢f the tresatment, it will be helpful to trace through the
devslopment in the exposition of this subject.

After one veference to "the faith" (1:23), the pre-
positions éK, Sca , and év are introduced, In Buccession £;<
mé‘rewg (2:116), S motews (2:16), and &v morer {2:20)
are ezployed, qualified dy Xpwrou , Iycod , and T T
viod 1t 8eoU respectively., The “hearing of faith" (E—:@ c’tKoﬁg
m'orswg } 48 then discussed (3:2, 3:5), following
which the eK rr(’crrewg theme is vigorously resumed and devslop-
ed (3:7, 8, 9, 11, 22, 2,), this time as a principle, the
ralationahip to Christ having already been established. The
coatrast of "£aith” and ®law" {ollowsg, ¢limazed by "you sre
all sons of God through falth® (3:26), Flaally, "faith work-
ing through love" is deseribed as that which elone is cepa-
hle of acaor>!’ "in; Go@'s purpose in Christ (5:6).

The origin of “feith™ 1s specifically mentioned only
oncs (5:22), where it is "the fruit of the Spirit." 1In



20

other caseg, as pentiossd sbove, "falts® is cusliflsd By o
genitive of sose form oF Christ's narnc. Hils thie probebly
bag sosewhet of the foroe of an objlective genitive {7.0.0.,
Bobertoon), there would ssen e be & legiticrste doubt as o
whather that elsesifiontion exlmunts the meaning. Teul does
not hesltabe Lo saploy prepositions sush oe eZg shen ho
wishes to selke expliecit relatlomshins, and 1% iz possidle
thut the genitive heve implles o lerper, lese specific, mesan~
inz of gencral relationship, l.e., "the Christ faith.” I
an szpsaded stetement of relstioushipy were to be sttempted,
it might be "Lhet faith shieh hme Yhrist as its origin and
asouree, and whish Lo gompletely determined By the rolatlon-
ship to His.” ’
rase €K TOGWS Gessnds separete study end will
be disousped more fally ot the end of this maction. It Po-

fers to the sperative or dynemlie prineiple of "faith™ par mg,
antive throughout the Cl4 Testencnt, snd resohing its high-
ent form in pelationship te Christ, The expression “of
folth* will b anpnloyed op bBest saipressing the foree of e:<
7T¢,0' T EwS’

The *henriss of falth® i&KO% 7TL/0T€wS'ig 8 BEPTOB-
slon fourd wwios (3:0, 315), rests on the Cld “eatameat cone
eapt that "o Loar lo to obey.” It sight be parsphrosed se
*haliovinge-hoering aoveptance” (1,0.0.), 4 pore expandsd
dofinition would be "that soveptance which iz astooplliahed
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through the medium of faith.®

This is a theme whioh could be erplified far beyond
the limitations of this paper, but it may bs stated th .t in
general "falth” is seen to be a force or principle which so
changes the imdividual thet he need no longer be held by
external and imposed restraints, It is the tresnsition from
the "eught to™ to the "want to."

"Falth? i8 contrasted slmost exclubively with "law”

{ M@uog }. Parallel with the trestment of "faith,™ "law" is
considered a2 an operative principle, over and beyond "the
law" as a definite code of ceremonisl tnd ethical behavior.
The contrast is most clearly stated mg:zz,, 25 nheare the

law is said to be & custodisn whioh confined until the jJusti-
flcation "out of faith,”

The result of "faith® 1z the predominant consern of
this epistle, MNan iz mede righteocus (&/Kacog } “of faith"
(2:16, 3:8, 11, 24) and through "feith" (2:16). Man lives
in "faith" (2:20), and a5 a result of bdeing "rightecus of
faith" (3:111). The Spirit (3:2) i= received "of the hearing
of faith™ (3:20, spd the promise of the Spirit "eof faith®
(3:22).

In this conneetion FPaul refuteas the charge of iano-
vation by &emonstreting thet "falth" was the basis of 014
Testement riantousnssa, that the true socns of Abrshasm are
those "of faith" (3:7), and that those "of faith” are the
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reclpients, slong with Abreham, of the blessings of God ({3:9).
The results of "foith” are climexed by "for you all are sons
of God through the faith in Christ Jesus,”

Pinelly, there is onme reference which merits special
coneideration: "For in Christ Jesus, meither circusoision
nor uncireumoision L8 of any avail, but faith working
through leve" (oMo momig & 5-\/57778 évemmu,uev;q )« Cne
plght legitizetely paraphyase thug: 4s far es the Christicn
"faith® 1s concernsd, the only thing thet matbters is "faith
working through love.® "Falth" is the principle, working
through love as @& vehicle (I.0.C.). The dynamic is explicit
(éVEP/OU/J&/W) ), and love is the context of itc.operation.

Romans. In considering the oomprehensive and sys-
temntic treatise on "faith" whioh comprizes the espistls to
the Bomans, the most effective method i2 perhaps that of
fellowing the general order of the epistle., The varicus
themes will be treated as they ars cnccuntered.

The phrase “to bring about obedience to the faith”

(g UTMaKoNV TOTEwg)-~"the cbedisnce uilch comes from
faith" {Robertson)--is encountered &s both the first and the
lagt voe of "falth™ in the eplstle. &postleshin is gliven
for that purpose (1:5); and &1l the nations shall kacw of it
(16:26). This oy be interpreted es either the subjective or
objective genitive, but, in any case, "faith" is asgsociated
with obedlenocs.



23

By mesns of the gospel the rightecusnsss of God is
revealed “of felth into folth"® 18;< m'arewj’ eZg rn;ruv }e
This is variously intorrreted as meaning "unto faith" (Robe
ertson) or "starting from a smaller quantity of falth %o
produce & larger quantity” (I.C.C,). These prepcsitional
phrases say best bve considered as adverbiel, modifying ciﬂo-
KQAUTITETOL , Since if they were to rodify 52KaL007}v7
they would probably follow it {nrcdiately, as heppens in
other sisilar passages (1:17). The revelation of God's
rightecusness is therefore "out of” --having ss its souroe
or origine-"faith,” and "into"~~with the result tovards
which 1% moves or with the purpese of producing~-T"faith,.®

The next theme encountered is the central one of
"righteousness of falth,” which wee introduced in the epis~
tle to the @alatians and which iz fully develored here, A
full treatmsnt of 61<a¢ooﬁ}vq is not within the scone of
this paper, bBut 1t may be observed im passing that the most
peturel sense of the soriptural usegse 1s that ef rightecuse
neas a& an actual life based ppon & richt reletionshlp with
God rather then en assuned, ismputed, or merely forensic
atate, For the present, the rslationship te righteotsness
runt simply be cbaerved and statsd. Rightcousness is "out
of faith® {1:17). The righteousness of God is through
efaith in Jesus Christ” (/noov XpLoToU)w~"Christ faith"l

1l Jee dlsoussion in Galstians, p. 9 above,
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for all who believe (3:22), Ged is righiscus and ‘ustifies
(makes rightecus) hi; wmho hoz "foith in Jesus {3:26). & man
is mades righteous by "falth” spart fror the worksz of the law
(3:28). The unolrcuscised are justified "of faith" and the
circumeised throuch "the faith.” Falth is acocunted {Aoyt-
§&rac), s0 a8 to bring hie “inte rightecusness™ (425,9)‘2
hLbrabam had rightecusnsas "of falth™ {(genitive} while une
oirecurciped {(4:11)., The promise 4id not coma through the
law, but through righdteousnsss "of faith,” Those who are
rlghteous "of fsith® have peasce (5:1), Timally, “the right-
souanass of faith™ is treated figurstlvely as speaking (10:6},
thus aoquiring o quesi-personal chearsoter. "Faith"™ is thua
seen to be the exclusive means te righteousness, ordained of
God and ineeparaeble from Christ,

The "digheiiaf™ (&nﬂxrrla ) of man ie contrasted
with the "faith® of God (T. Mowwy T FEOU  --3:3), This
avolds 8 rather dangerous controversy as to the subjective
or objeotive smployment of the genitive, and would seem to
yield the matural sense of "falt:” at work in the Cld Testa-
ment dlspensation as well as the Newu.

A most difficult pasesge i ﬂpoéﬂsro o 6’(—:05 t'/laOTq’pLov
S m’atawg &v T ayTov af;.tar&3=25)-» I.C.C., Bengel, Vin-
cert, oud Robertson all sgree that v T altow aé&arc
wodifics ﬂpoelgsto . Vincent places Sa 77'«,)'Z'6Ld5‘ wlth (cf{ad‘D]-
pLov. - Posslibly the beat interpretation would bhe ":zet forth

2 This conveys the idea of being actuslly mede right~
eous. Yhile there are other poss bls interpretations, this
one geens to the writer to be most in accord with the meaning
of the K, T, suthors,
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through his blood, & mercy seat, all of this operating in
the reslm of, amd through, 'foith'!® This passasge points to
the 014 Testament symbolism of the bleod-sprinkisd ¥Verey
Beat as being fulfilled in Christ through "faith.”

"Fgith" is considered es & principle {3:27) =nd con-
trasted with the principle of richteousness tlrough works.
Thus, again, it is seen to be an =ntity which iz the enly
fulfillment of 014 Testement atandards. This ls confirmed
(3:31) by the statement thuot rfuilth does not overthrow the
law.

The proaise reste on graee bhecauss it is recieved
®of falth," and access to grsee 1a obtalned through Christ
by means of "faith.® Thus, the connection betwean "faith"
and gracs las established.

There are degrees of "faith.,” It is pessible to
weaken ia the "faith" {4:11, 19}, grow strong {4:20), to be
aasigned different measures by Geod (12:3), and to provhecy
in proportion to one's "feith" {12:8),

"Paith" is betwean oneself end God (14:22). Thus,
it ie sesn %o be an irdividual and interpersonal relation-
ship.

Finally, whatever ia nct "of faith™ is sin. {(14:23)
The assertion could bhardly be more strcngly made. Bvery-
thinr not éx nﬁ:rewgqis inocluded under sin, mcking "Jfoith”

the only end wWtisete meana of dsliverance,
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Iastoral ZEplaties., Having defined "falth" in the

great dootrinal epistles, Panl here treats it ss something
gonerally konown and understocd. Only once is it related to
salvation (II Ti 3:15), end oply twiee to Christ (I 1 3:13,
IT 71 3:15), slthough it ie interesting to note that in
these two lnatances the relutlonships ic meds very explicit
(ﬂ':Grea rﬁ ev *pccrto{[) T);Gofif }, @8 though Taul wished to
remind his readers of the true naturs of the "fulth" which
he wag deseribing.

YWew light Is thrown upon the inter-personal nature of
"falth” by the reference (I Ti 5:12) to widows who "grow
wanton sgainst Chriet” end violate theliyr *first faith.”
Paith is thus seen to be a persomsl pledge or cornitment to
Christ, although unwisely .ads in thia ezse, as Paul states.

"Falith" is empleyed remarkably often in a prepositionsal
modifying phrase, &v 7 oTe. being the most comron. Both
Timothy snd Titus ere Paul's ochildren "in felth” (I Ti 1:2,
T4t l:4), there is grest confidence "in feith® (I Ti 3:13),
one should be sp example "in fafth™ (Tit l:lé, 2:2), apd
Christisns leve "in faith® {Tit 3:15). Concerning "faith"
one may “meke shipwreck® (I Ti 1: 9}, misg the murlk (I Ti
6:21), and be rejected (II T1 3:8). There is the good fight
of "faith™ (I TL 6:12), the aystery "of falth’ (I Ti 3:9), end
there are words "of faith"” (Ti L:€). %hesse laller, cf couras,

are in the genitive case bdut act as medifiers. It cun e
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safely coneluded thet in Faul's thisking there is no Christ-
ian life unqualified by, and unssscelated with "faith,"

"Faith® is described as sincere (I Ti 1:5, II Ti 1:5),
in Christ (X T1 3:13, ITI T1 3:15), a common possession (Tit
1:4), and good (Tit 2:10), FHere 1t would agoln seem to have
the nature of a definite entityr.

"Palth® preoduces love (I T1 1:5). It may be held
(I TL 1:19), kept (IT Ti 1:5), aimed at (II Ti 2:22), cb~
gerved (II T1 3:30), foliowed after (I Ti 6310}, and fur-
thered {Tit 1:1). It may furthersore be upset (II Ti1 2:18),
wandered away from (I Ti 6:10), departed from (I T 4:1},
violated (I T1 5:12), and discwrod (I Ti 5:8). The clemunt
of humeon free will would thus seem to be one of the factors
in deciding whether the "faoit!” relaticnship to Christ is
attained to.

A futher intsresting observation is thot "falth” is
founé repestedly associsted with the Christisn virtusa: love
{I.TL 1:4, 4312, 6311, II T4 1:13, 2:22, 3:10), = pure
heart (I T4 1:5, 2:15), & good cosselence (I Ti 1:19), truth
(i TL 2:7), rightecusness (I T1 6:11, II Ti 2:22), peace (II
T§ 2322), and patience (II Ti 3:10). Here, as elsc.lore,
"faith” le inseparebls frec the "fruils of the Zpirit.”

Iriscn Epistles. 1In these sopistles there 1s an in~
creaning use o "the fa2ith" as & term deaniing the Coristian

tecching end ooncomitunts iz toto. I% Is qualifieé by "in
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the Lord Jesus” once {(Eph 1:15), and once by "in Christ
Jesus™ (Col 1l:4). In the other instances the context ic-
plies the relationship to Christ.

Salvation oomes by grace through "feith” (Eph. 2:8).
Righteousness is eg:iin seen tc be throuszh "faith” and upen
the basis of "faith® (Phil. 3:9). Thus, the there is ocn-
sistent, although not stresced to the degree that 1t wes in
Galatiens snd Fogans. Rightecusness and salvetlon are both
through "fsith."

Christ 1s sald to dwell in the hesrt through "faith”
(Eph. 3:17). Thus the privete and Inter-personal neture of
"falth" 1s established,

"Palth” ls & unity - a deflnite sorething, as implied
by the use of the definite article and the express emphesis
upon “one feith® (Bph. 4:13).

The Uhristisn is reised with Christ through "faith"
in the working {(objsotive genitive--I,C.C., Robertisc:.) of
God {Col. 2:12). "Falth" is thus the meeans to resurreotion,
which 13 spoken of as being accomplished in thils lifc.

SBoms of the socospanimentz of "faith" are love (Fh 6:23,
Phm 5), progress and joy (Fhl 1:25), stadility end stesdfant-
ness (Col, 1:23), firmness (Yol. 2:5), and establishment (Col.
2:7).

*Faith"” is described i- striking metaphor as a shield
{T gvloe\ov T marawg - Bph. 6316} which proteots the
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Christien egainet the sttacks of the evil cne ( 7Tov;7/ooz7 Y.
Thus, it is seen to be escentizl in the eonflict with e per-
fonel edversary.

4 unique sxpression encountered in this section (Thi
1:27) is "the felith of the gesrel (the faith whic! belongs to
he gospel - 1.0.C.). Christlen "faith” is thus seen to be
that eatity which is proclaimed in the Christian presching.

"Falth" ls thus & definite unity, the cocns to right-
seusness and salvetlon, through which Chriat dwells in the
heart of the bellever, aad through zkich the bheliever is
raised with Olrist, It is sceompanlied by such things as
Joy, stabllity, and love, protects the Christics esgeinst
the attaoks of the evil one, amd ic procleised in the
Christisn gospel.
Te Panl "faith” 18 e definidte inter-per~

sonal relstionsnip with Sod, orduined of God and insepcrable
from the person of the riscn Chpist., 7T {e Lulirely con-
tingent upo: Yod's poser and extands to men by hias grace.

¥an copes inte tlis relstionsblip és a result of the
work of ths Holy Zpirit in coopletely uniting the iandividual
with the risen Christ,

The result of the est:sblishment of this relaticnship
of primary concern %o rcul is righteousness. DBecause of be-
ing made righteous, man 1z no larger unfer the compulsion of

the law, bul obeys 1t becsuse he spontameously decirss to do
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80, It thus follows that this relationshipy results in the
outfiow of the Christian virtues from the i1ndividusl life.
In addition the incividual is strengthened for the buttle
with the foroces of evil.

The "faith" relationshir Les been irnvolved whonever
man hes been node rightecus, Im the Old Testement disper~
sation, aocording to laul, the sstablishrent of the proper
relationship to God wug the end, with the sascorificlial sys-
ten as the means, ycinting forward to the sscrifice ol Crrist,
In the New Pestament dispensatlion the neceasary God-men re-
lationship is estasblished only through union wiih Christ.
Thus, the "faeith” relotionchip has been operstive througlbout
the 014 and Hew Testament dlispensations,

Pinally, enything other than the "falith" relationship

to God fails to meet God'as reguirement for man.
Iv., HEBRE"S

In the epistle to the iebrews thie conneotion between
the ﬁyd,anﬁ Wew Covepants is met forth, with "feith® being
represented as the common denoxlinstor. The cleventh chapter
deals evlowst exclusively with "falth,”™ and will therelore be
treated as & unlt.

The theme "the rightecus of faith shall live™ is
agein encountsred (10:38), esteblishing rightecueness ag the

sondition of, and "Ialth™ s the means to, life,
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The reader is urged te imitate the "folth™ of those
who have set an example ia "raith? {6:12, 13:7), for the
ones who heve "faith™ inherit the procises (6:12). It is
further affirmed thst, although the *falth" of the 014
Testament was blameless, yet "falth™ 414 mot reach its per-
fection until the coming of Ghrist, who is the fulfillment
of the proaise (11:39),

Those who have "faith” "keep their souls,” ia cop~
trast to thome who "sheink back into destructioa® (10:39).
Agmin, "felth™ is sesn to be the Mauns to life, amd iz a
positive state in contrest to & negative, withdrawing,
state,

The word of God pust unitad by "faith” with the
hearer to be effectusl) (4:2). Here ageisn, & total perscmsl
response ig indicated,

Having repesated the principle verletions of the
falith motif, the writer then procesds, in chapter eleven, to
deal more clesely with the subject. The opening verse states
that "feith" i{s the "undergirding® {’U‘froo‘ro:ocy} of things
hoped for, and the “convietion” {éﬁe}/)(og ) of things not
geen, This desoribes, but does pot necessarily limit, the
subject., FHaving made thiz degceription, the writer gosz on
to show how that such e prineiple was pecessarily &t work
in the C0ld Testement, especially prior to the giving of ths

law.
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"Faith™ transcends tegpporal bounds. By it the act of
ereation--the past--is koown (v,3). By 1% Hoeh (v.7},

Igsac (v.20), Jecod (v.21), foresaw the future, The de-
Guetion is that they achleved, through "faith," ecntact
with an intelligence which transcends tims.

*Faith" ls the mesns to supsrasturel power. By it
Enoeh was trenslsted (v.5), the people orcssed the Red Sea
as on dry land (v.29), the welle o7 Jericho fell (v.30),
and Serah received power to conceive (1it. "to cast doun
604" mm ECS Kamﬂalr‘]\/ OMeppatop~y.11}. The later evi-
dently refers $o renewed pvulation following the menopsauss,
and points up the power of "falth™ in the individuals physi-
eal llfe.

"Faith® 1s the meens to apprebending CGod's will and
direction. By ®faith" Abel offered an acceptable smcrifiecs
{v.4) bvefore the glviag of ihe law., By "faltl " Abreham
wont out of his netive land; not knowing wshepre hr was golng
{v.8), and sojourned in the land of promise {v.2}. By
"faith” Mosez wae saved from death by his pareats (v.23},
and later was snebled toc chooss God's plan rather than
princedosr {v.2,). 3By rfaith” Raheb was ensbled to cooperate
with God's plan, and thus to save her 1ife (v,31}. The pass-
cver, a symbol of the ceremonial law, vas inltlated through
"faith," God revealing his will to ¥oses, This thess reaches
its oclimax in the ééaeription.nf ¥osen leadlng the Children
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o2 Israel out of “gypt, “entiring es seeing hic who is ige
visidle™ (1it. "ms seelsg the iavlsible oo = TOV AOPQTOV WS
€ A
OPWV  wwv 2T},

Is 17:33-38 & slightly aifferent grapenticcl cone
strusticn (JI\Q marewg-} is sopiored, »ith 1itile slter~
atios im memnlnz. “Thwough falth” kisgdoos
licns were subdued, arsies put to 2iight, the fdead wedpse
raloed, suffering sve endured, oo, The pleture ig thet of
supernatural powor, apd an chusdonce ¢f 4%, mds svallabls
to san thyeugh “falth.”

"Faith Lo mot only & pessibiliity, but an imperctive.
Cithout "feith® there is .40 power %o plecse God (v.6}) man's
oondition L2 bopelsss.

Having enlarged upon "faith” se relating to God apd
operetive in the Cld Testament, the author placss the whole
in the Chrietien condext By & fo. te¥se ~ords: "loeking to
Jesus, the originntor (&/o}(*]}/olv } and the cogpleter {tedsw-

\
Thy ) of "the folth,”

ware conquered,

The outosending expoalition of this esotion is Shat of
rreigh® in redation to works, SPalth® without morks lo
dead {(Juv 2217, 26), $ust oo the body witho.t the splrit io
duad, ond spay’ fres works is barren {Je 23120}, "Felth” is
ghown by works {F¢ 23118), eospleted Ly works (2:22), and



34

cannot save apart froc works (Ja 2:14), Abrohem was jusil~

fled by "faith” that worked together with works (7; rr[o‘rtg guV-
?fp(sc T 6,{0}"049 aUTol --je 2:22), 8nd thus it i seen

that a soade righteons "out of serks” '('55 Egoff wv }, and rot

“out of faith alone” (éK m’orewg Yuévav wady 2124}, The

doous slassious of this consideration i8 found in Ja 2:18:

"ghow gw your faith apert from your works end I by my works
will show you my falith.®” The eruz of the argurent is not

that works are gseritorious per ge, but that e living and
genulne "falth"” muet of psceseity resuli in good works.

In IXI Pe 1:8, 9 is found a sondensation ef the exposi~
tion of "faith" in Bebrews: "iithout heving seen him (Christ]},
you love him; though you de not now sae hir you belleve in
him end rejoice with unuttercohls snd exelted Joy. As the
outcore of your falth you receive the silvation of your
souls,” “"Faith” 1g contact with the invisible reality of
Christ¢, resultiasg in unexpresssble joy »nd ultimate seivation.

Another soncept of "felth”™ is thet of its efficacy in
the Christiasn battle. Ohristisns ere Yguarded® (?#KNQDOQMéVavy

«~the iden of & garrison or sentinel - lobertson)
through "faith" (I Pe 1:5), src to resist Sstan "fira in
teith® {orgpeol © motrec -1 Pe 5:9), and "rfalth" is vietory
over the world ()f v[Kv] 77’ v1/<>7c700‘a ¢ koousvi Joha 5:4).
Thus, "foith" 1z the menns of strenrth in the battle ageinst

fatan end the world.
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"Faith® 18 contrested =ith doubting or dsbatinr
(écaK,O(.vo:uevog ~~Ja 1:6), and thus carries with 1t the ele-
ment of assursnos.

"Falth” 1s tested, resulting in steadrfastness {Ja 1:3),
and refirement (I Te 1:7). Thersfore, it is somethirg whiech
can be improved.

Christian "faith" is related to "faith” in God in I
Pe 2:21: "Threugh hir (Christ} you have confidence 1n Cog,
who raised hir from the dead and grve hir glory, 8o that
your falth and hope are in God."™ Thus, "faith” in Christ
iz the menns t¢ “"faith" in Cod, an’ muet of necessity be 8o,

"Paith” is spoken of ac "onoe for all delivered to
the salnts™ (Jude 3}, Thus, it is e definite entity, and
not sxzpsetant of objeotive development.

"Feith® is to be i{mpartial (Jz 2:1, 5) as regerds
the things of this world, The one having “faith” is to
identify hinmself with GCod's evalustion ol mapkind, not men's
evaluation of hima;lf.

It was noted in the study of the Synoptic Gospels
that salvatlion end physiecl healing were spoksn of in smuch
ths same way. Here again (Ja 5115) the "prayer of faith
(77' &?})('7\ C mc/n'ews’) is seid to "erve" (0“30&) the sick.
Thie 12 of interest in tws respects: First, physicel henling
18 ssen to be & symbol of asslvetion, =nd, sscondly, phyalical

healing is unequivoocably assertad to be rossible by preyer
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whieh 1z quelified by “feith.®

VI, ZXHEVELATION

The study of HRevelatien contributes little to the
understending of "falth," and is included merely for the
sake of completeness, Once agein the words of Christ are
encountered, commending those whe "@1d not deny my faith”
{2:13), and meknowledging "faith" slosg with works, love,
and service (2:19). Endurence and "faith" sre mentioned to-
gether {13110}, s are keeping the commandments of God cnd
the "fsith" of Jesus. Thls lster would ipdicate the basie
bermony of 014 Testument rovelstion with "felith™ in Christ.

>

YII. &K TMOTEWS

The expression e;< 7T(’O‘Z'6w3' is almost exclusively
Faullne, ooccurring twelve times in Romans, nine times in
Celatians, and only twice elasewhers, once in Hebrews and
once in James, Beccuee of the emphasis which it is given,
it smerits sepasrste conslderction.

The prap@siﬁﬂmzekearriaa the bazic meaning of exit
or emission cut of something with whioh there hus besn close
connsotion (Thayer), It may here be coansidered ip reference
to origin or source.

The enalysis of this phrase revecls twc groups of
usage, the first substentive and the second related to &:(mOS

and its derivatives, The forzer ocecurs four times:
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¢ b

oL &K 7Tcé'f£cu3 are the sons of Aurabkas (Ge 3:7), snd sre
bleaged with "felthrol” cbrebar (Ga 3:0). God “mekes right-
eous® oV £1< m.a'rgwg E;o‘ov{ﬁﬁ 3:26), and the rrocime is
gmmma ta z‘w K mo'teu.!g /[ﬂ,oac@&a XTI

’fhe second group is the larger, the ralstiazmﬁip to
Stkacog beims that of onuse to effest. o OLK@CO§ &K moTEwWs
gqésrac 1s repeated, «ith zlncor veristion, three tices (Ro
1t17, Ga 2:11, I'e 10:38). o J‘LI(QLOO'U\;HV e;< m}muf is a0~
ken of twice, cnos ao heviag teen attslined %o by the Cone
tiles (Mo 9:30), and cnce in o perscsnalizc’ senss &s speck-
ize Lo contrast to Yoses (Ro 1036}, Mar ls referrsd to as
"zade rightesous” £;< mc;tewy {0a 2:16, 3:24, %o 5:1), but
neveyr by £;< m&rewy ,uc;vov, whioch is expresced by (Ja 2:24),
Ood 1e spoken of as "making ristteous” €;< mérrewy tuice,
enon in relaticanabip to the Cantiles (Ge 3:8), end once of
the eiroumeised (Bo 3:30), Tarsel i¢ referred to as pur-
suing rightecusness £§ é,/oywv #nd OUK ek motews (Ro 9:32).
¥inally, the &Kacoa'v;@ feav 18 vevealed &:: rna’-teu)s a’; moTLY
{Ro 1:27).

Te eddition, there is & Sewmiler nusbsr of miscelisn-
sous references. The las 18 not €;< mc’rzawg(& 3:12}, but
the promise i ex moTEws ’[)70'0:} Apwotol (Ga 3:22). The lsw
bpinre wrathy for thia resson the prooiss s é‘ﬁ,< 772,0'2‘540,5- K/a
Kata' XﬂlPlV . Finally, he who sats UK e o TEwh 8

. 2 2 ,
condemned, for shutever la oUuw &x mocews 18 8ls,
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It is esnier to sense tham $o express the meening of

thiz phrase. It conveys the ides of givimg birth, bringing
forth, ecting ss the basis of. Perhaps ék could be trans-
Adated "ot," the ambiruity thus somewhst approximeting that

of the Greek, while, at the same time, the gensra! force of

the word Is couveyed, thet of source or origin,
VIiXI, SUBMARY

Wancs is thus seen to be & definlte state of inter-
personsl relationshir between God and men, socomplished
through union with Chriat, This unior is effected by the
work o the Holy Spirit in the individual pen, and is a gift
of God through Fis grace. It is the gine gus nos of hucan
relationaship to Ged.

The moTts relationship is 1z effect throughout both
the 01ld and Hew Testaments, =nd the 014 Testarent promises
are to those who come into this relationship with Gos,

Being 1in the ﬂﬂsclg relationship to Geod furnishes the
"undergirding”® for huren hope, and estublishes the means
whereby the invisible things of God may be percelived,

The7n3rtg relationship awy exist in various degrecs,
end is cepable of ipprovement, It is ircpertisl, and there-~
fore a possibility for all mankind,

The more prominent results of coming into this re-

lationshir sare physieal healinp, power over the physical
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universe, cleansing of the heart, mental certainty or as-
surance, rightecusness, endowsent nith the Christian vir-
tues, endowment aith strergth for the battle sraliist the
forcea of evil, knowledge of ~he past and future, the abilit:
to apprebend God's will amd directicn, joy, and salvation.

In view of the pature and resuits of the establish-
rent of the nibrtg state, it may be s8ald to be the proper

creator-oreature relatlionshlp between God and pan.



CEAPYVER IV

MO TETW

inile n{dtcs has noquired a speciallzed seaning in
¥ew Teostament usage, miorevw hes not, at least, mot to the
sane dsgree., IFrom the Ohpistien standpolint, the relation-
ahip of MOTETW to sslvation is of special interest, and
this will be stressed. In gensral, the Epglish word "be-
lieve®™ 18 o gaticfactory translation, snd will be used
throughout, with the few exceptions to this mesning bheln:

noted as they occeur,
I. &THOPTIcC GOSrELIs

The unique elscent in the Gospels is thet they eon-
tain the reocord of Chriot's ustge of MOTEVW in relation to
hirslef and his works. Usnally the relationship ls implied
rather than explicit, l.e. Ohrist exhorts those who come to
hio for henling to "belisve;™ and, since Cixdgt is the one
netitloned, the deduction is thot the object of "helisf™ i
hirzsel?. The classic response to Christ's exhortation ia
*T balieve; help my undbelief™ (Mk 9:24), Unly once is the
relationship made explicit as “bellief® in himself (Wt 18:6),
the oonptruetien beling sc’g éyé « This wi1ll meyit furthex
sonsideration in futurs chapters.

In the dlscourse on "leith® (Kt 21:22, ¥k 11:23, 24)
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Christ states that "belleving® is the oondition pecessary
for the anesssr of preyer, snd thet 1f this condition is pet
motbing i1z frpossgidble. In the Warkan refsrence Christ pre-
faces the dlscourse by the exhortation, "have faith in God,®
Bince alsewhere the sxhortstion is to "folth" ia hirself,
the sonolusicon is thmt Christ considered the two indentical.
Binee the whole teaghing of Seripture is that preyer not in
accordance with God's will is not granted, it sust be con~
eludad fros this discourse that "belleving® copditions the
petitioner in such & war that his demires are brought into
aligrment with Cod's will.

Salvation as e result of "bhelieving” is mentioned
only tuioe: ones in the probably non-~genuins final verses
of Yark, "he who belisves m is baptized will be saved,”
and ones in the perable of the sower, “"that they mey mot
believe and be saved.” This scant reference is in marked cosn-
trast to the emphwsia on the relationship of “believing™ to
physical heslireg, In the light of the entirs inter-re-
lationship, eéspeclelly the employment of identical terme in
reference to the two, the physicel healing ray be considered
as symbolic of galvation,

Other results of "helieving,”™ besides answer to
prayer, are physical healing (Mk 8:13, 9:28, ¥k 5:36, Lu 8:39},
the endowment with supernatursl powsyr {Mk 16:17), and bless-
edness (Lu 1:45). The anrel QGabriel pronounced punishment



upon Zechayiah for not "ballevimg™ bils word {or rewslation -
Toly ABYOL§ MOV Ly 1120},

Christ ap the object of "bellef,” especially in his
digoourses, is often implied raether than explicit, &8s pen-
tioned avove, Cther persopsl objects are John the Baptist
{3t 21:25, 32, ¥k 11:31, Lu 20:5%), Christ ss chellenged to
prove himself by coming down {ron the oross (Wt 27:42), and
the witaesses to the resurrection (Mk 16:14). The dative of
personal referepoe is most compmonly emploeyed, the preposi-
tion éw{ onee in reference % the coning down from the
orcss (TLOTEVOOKEY &nm  avTov), and €S once, as mentioned
above.

Other objects of "eliel™ are various fasots such as
thore related to Christ's second coming (Mt 24123, 24:26,
¥k 13:21), his Wemsiahship {Lu 22:67), and his resurrectioa.
The Word of the Sower (Lu 8:13), the worde of Gabriel (Lu
1120}, and the propheay of the angel to Mary (Lu 1:45) are
aleso objeote of bellef.”

One additional meaping of FLOTEV W specountered in
this sectlon is "to entrust,” in the gquestlon, ™who will en-
truat to you the true riches,” { TO ,“7\']6'-"‘\"’ T upi
w-Li 16311},

Thie study of the Synuptic Gospels ls an exoellent
survey of the New Testessnt use of motevw. It is seen

that the word iteelf is used in a non-spsciclized menner,
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and therefore its speciflioc reletionsiip; to Christisnity and
salvation will depend upon context end gracmatical con-
struetlon. These, therefors, will be given speciazl atten~

tion 1n the following chepters,
I, J0HE

The apoutle John is the great saponent of “the be-
liever” in contrast to Psul, who erphagizes "the falth,®
'ﬁﬁrrog is not found in the gospsl of John, whils forms of
TGCTEVW arve gearly ez numerous in the Johansine writings
as in the rest of the Feuw Testament combined.

In bhis use of nworeéul, John follows tha gercaersl pat-
tern lald down in the Synoptic Gospels, with some lmportant
additions and osphesis, In one case it again oarries the
meaning of "entrust® in thls case & perscnal referense (but
Jesus did trust himself to thom - 2:24). In & number of capss
the object is not mede explicit and there seems to be sufl-
fiolent evidence elsenhere to justify pessing these by in
favor of the mors concrete statements. In genearal, the ob-
jecta of "bellef® are varied, inoludlpg the Jord, various
faots relatsd te Christ, etso.., In some cases "believing”
per ge seems to imply "heving faith™ with gll its con-
coritents. An ezosllent example of this iz the reference ic
John &t the ampty tomb, The statement is sipply "he saw and
pelieved (ezésv Kl  EM(CTEVTEV --20:8).
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Before proceoding to the mors specislized consifer-
ations, & gensral survey of the results of "bellcving® is
ir order. It egein bscomes cvident that in this cosrel
"bellevimg™ ic the equivalent of "heving frith” of the
Psullne writing; end th.t a doctrine of the "salvation
threough believing™ 18 as dsfinitely claboreted bere as thut
of “seivation through falth" in Toul. The one "belicving®
hag life {20:31)=-mors expliolZly, eternsl 1life (3:15, 16,
36, 5124, 6:40, 47)e-and shall nsver dle {11:26)., Converse-
ly, he nho 8ces not "belleve” atands oondemned (3:18), and
shall perish in his sins (3:16, 8:24). The "believer™ ghall
not remain ia derkness {12:46), shall never hunger or thirst
{6:35), and living weter sholl flow out of his heart (7:38),
He shall mee the glory of Ged {11:40), is given power %o be-
gope the gon of God (1:12), end receives the Holy Spirit (7:
38).

In proceeding to the more spscislized study, one
aynonym should h@ noted Ain passing: In Jo 6:69 Vetsy states
thet "we have believed emd have coms to know {TTEM(OTEVKAUEV
Kat EVV‘JKQHEV } that vou ars the Loly Cns of God." The
parallsl perfeot tenses indiloate o similarity of peaning,
thus, bselieving 38 sisrllcr to inner knowledge or understand-
ing. (Theysr).

8irce the emphesis of John 1g smors upon the persomsl
than upon the abstreot, a survery of his concept of "helievinpg”



45
in relation to personality is pertinent. The relationship
is established grommatiecally in one of two wmaye: by the use
of the dative of perscnal refererce, and by the nrevcsition
EZS « With the exesption of one reference to "him sho sent
re” (5:24), and one to Yoses (5:24), Christ 1= the cnly per-
sonality dealt with a3 an object of "belief." The pre-
position &’s ia applisd only to God (once) and Chrisat, S’V
wmay seen at firet glance to be used with MOTETW {3:15), but
it setumlly is used with 5)('? ~ ®mny in him have...” Thus,
it is seen that the relationship of the believer to Christ is
sommonly expréssed imn John by a’g , the sxpression ocourring
over thirty tises throughout ¢he book, "Into" will be used &8
a trenslation in subsequent dlgscussion, This conocept of de-
lieving "into® | 625’ ) & person is of significance in that it
goaveye the idsa of person to parson trust ond rellance. It
i8 more than "belief” converning s personr, or even "believing®
whet & perscn says or affirms. This wlll be discussed fur~
ther 1n the sucxary.

The results of "believing into Chriet™ ars included
in those expressed above sp a resulit of "belleving." Houw-
ever, tha relationsrir is more prosounced, It is a8 though
the perscpel relaotionship were thc foous of the entirs
treatise. This is perhaps best expressed in the negative as-
pects. The one "bellevirg iato Christ®™ is not judged (3:18).
Man is cenvicted of sim because he doeg nct "belleve inte
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Christ® (16:9), Positively, the one "believing into Christ"
has eternsl 1ife (3:16, 3:36, 6:40), shall never dle {11:26},
ete.. Thug, the éc,g relationship of the “"believer™ to Christ
is seen %o be determinative of human destiny.

"Belleviny into Christ™ snd *believing into God® sre
Explioitly eed clenrly stated to be one and the sage in 12:
L, where the preposition 1s repeated three tices., This is
further oonfirmed in Y4:1,

The ons "bellieving into Christ™ will &o thc sems
works which Gheist himself hes Gone {14:12). Thus super-
satural and divine power is W be coomanicated to the "be-
liever® through tho establishment of this relaticnship.

The most revesling study of "believing” lies in the
realn of 1ts relationship to etornasl life in conneotion with
a persona’l object of *bellsf,* There is cpe case of "be-
lieving in the one who semt re™ (5:124), while tie remuinder
are relsted to the person of CGhrist, The reletlonship is
expressed exolusively by "intc¥ ( EI:S } Ebxiat, Thus the

relationshlp to Christ is the gondlition of estermml 1ife
(3:16), mnd he who does not "belisve lnto Lin” stands sl~
ready condemnsd (3:18).

ITI, 20T

4
The eoployment of motevw I1n the book of Aots follous

in gensral the usege in the Iynoptic Gospels, with a few io~
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portant differences. The objecta of "belief™ ircluds &
sertain deed (13:41), propositienmnl fsot {9:26), aend the
0ld Testament writines {(24:14). Perszonal objsctas of “bhe-
liet” aere God (27:25), Christ (see below), and Fhilip (8:12).

Binoe the book of Aots is 2 reocord of the spresd of
Christiapity, the means to "belief” merit consideration.
That the posaibility of “believing® is through grace { Sca
T. XO:MTOS } i implied throuriout and twice stated ex~
pliclitly (15:11, 18:%7)., Xn this general context, the more
lmmedinte meuns are seeing the miracles wrought by the
apostlies {13:12), and hecring the Jord {(4:4, 1517). Thus,
while the poasidhility of "believing” is provided through
grace, the actuallity dsmands hucen asgency.

The results of "bBelisving" rescrded here are sal-
vation {see belos), turning %o the Lord (11:21), beslng sdded
te the L@r&.fﬁsl&); reoeiving the Holy Spirit (11:17, 19:2)
freedom from everything from wmhich the law could nct free
{13139), and knowledge of the future (27:25). From this it
can be apsumed that "believing”™ brings the individusl into
a8 definite relationship te God.

The perfect particivle iz eamployed five times in
Acts, onos @sseribing the Gentiles {21:25), once Jesus {21:
20), and in thres cases referring to the body of "believers™
in gemsral (15:5, 18127, 10:18), It is also interesting to
note the rathey frequent employment of the perfect tenses
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elseuhere., The gensral concept is thut of a present state
resulting from past action which irplies thet "bellieving”®
wed 8 definitive amct whieh established the ons who "he-
lisved” in o definite mituation.

The gremmatical construstion io reletion to per-
sonslity is lmportant. The dative of perscasl referenee 1s
the most ecommonly ssployed, used in reference to God, the
prophets, Philip, and in ope cese, OChrist (18:8). Whenever
8 preposition is saployed, Christ ls the object. The pre-
posltion e{g is smployed twioe, once i refersnce to Christ
as "the one coming after® (19:4), and once in raference to
"the ons in whom they have belleved™ {14:23). The pre-
position E’zrz aogurs four times, twice as em T Kvptav
{11:17, 21}, once us em T KupEov Jbabvv {16331}, and
ones in an aogount of direoct address, eme oe (22:19).

& is found only once prior to Acts, in the words of the
mod at the oruoifixion: "Let him come down now from the

oross and we will belleve in him" (&7 avtoy --Ht 27:42).

It is used with the accusatlive, corrying the gensral meen-
ing of "upon” or “onte® {Thayer). Thus, together with 823 .
4t would seem to establish the unique inter-relationahip of
Cheist and the "bellever."

Thers 18 one definlts reference to salvation and “"be-
lleving." This is found in Paul's sxbortation to the Fhilip-

£

\
fan joller: "believe upon { éﬂ-} the Lord Jesus snd you
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shall be saved” (16:31). Calvation is thus pentioned only
in relstionship to Christ, and where the relationship 1s
mbe explicit it is én% s thue confirming the significance
ef this prepcsition, and meking it of equal importance to
623 » @lthough not stressed to the same degree.

IV. PAULIWE #TIZTLES

The Pauline epistles make no particulay contribution
to the understanding of nurt&&a) s but rather serve to en-
large and confirm previocus ohzervetiorn.

In eddition to the general meaning of "to bellevs,”
the meaning of "to cntrust™ is apsin encountered. It is in~
tarﬁsﬁing to note that 4t is used once in eech of six dif-
ferent books, cnd that the general ohject is the some
throughonts Twioce Paul specks of hlmself as heving been
"entrusted” with the gospel (I Th 2:4, I TL 1:11), once
with the gospel to the uncircumcised {Ga 2:7), once with
the oracles of God (Ro 3:2), onos with 2 ocommission (I Cor.
9:17), and cnce with the preaching message {qun;nuarc -
Tit 1:3).

The objects of Ybhelief™ are ngain both personal and
impersonal. O0f the lattser, some refer to besic tensts of
the Christion "faith"” (Ro 6:8, 10:9, I Th 4:14), while
others are related to the proslamation of the gospel (Ro
10:16, IT Th 1:10}, to ethics (Ro 1.4:3), and %o the acouracy
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rt {I Co 11:18). In rather pioturesque language,
love is described as "belleving all thimgs® (I Co 13:7).
Thus, 1t 1s sgein illustrated that nzaTEJaJ z8r ge has no
dletinotive Christian meaning.

The personal objects of "bellef™ are either Christ
or God. Peul uses the objective genitive pronoun (03} in
agdditien to the forams comronly empleoyed elsewhers. There
are five refsrences te God, thres employing the dative (Ro
L13, Ga 316, Tit 3:8), one ért {Ro 4:5), and one the geni-
tive (Ro 4:17), 0©f the eight references %o Christ, éZg is
anployed three timee {Ro 10:1L4, Ga 2:16, Phl 1:29), éﬂi
twioe (Ro 91330 I T1 1:16), the dative once (IT T4 1:1R),
and in one oage ol poetic sequence ng definite form is em-
ployed (I T4 3:16). The dative and genitive refersnces,
however, Include a gtotepent of pripeiple as well &8 re-
letionshlip {vof whom they haye pot héeard,® *in =hon I have
believed®™), so that the prineiple of a distinetive pre-
posltional relationship fén;,,elg } between "helieving” and
Christ may be sald to hold throughout Panline writing.

In sddition to explicit statements, there are a
large numbar of referencas ia which the objeot sust he de~
duced from the comtext. This 1z especially true of the
participial esploymeni, which bes the general meaning of
"thoce who helieve.,® hile it is impossible to be ab~
solutely cortain, the implied object and relatlionship is,

1 Here the mecond TOTEVW 55 rariowed by the gen~
itiveérbut actuslly the g(c— 1is understood as introducing
the phrose.
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in general, doubtless similar to that =hich 1s mads explicit
eélaewhere, and the object ©f "bellieving” omsy be said te be
God, or, 1n most cases, Christ.

The results of "believing™ are varied and generally
eonsistent with those sxpressed elsewhere. There 18 em«
phasis in Peuline discourse upon rightesusnsas {52ku¢ocﬂ§v7)
a8 a result of "belleving” {Reo 3:22, 10:4, 10, Ge 2:16),
apd the fact that those who belleve are reckoned (Apyf}c>-
Mat¢ ) rigbtecus, Ineluding both Abrahsm end those who "be-
lieve™ as bhe 4id (Ro 4:3, 24, Oe 3:6), for Abreham is the
faether of all who "bellewe® {Zo 4:1l).

The one who "bslieves™ will not be put to sheme (Ro
9433, 10:11), will be filled with joy end peace (Ro 15113},
and 18 heir to the promise of "falth” (Ga 3:22). He is
senled by receiving the Moly Spirit (Tph 1113}, iz a re-
cipient of the irmessurabls greatnecs of the power of God
{Eph 1:15), the word of Gou works in him (I Th 2:13), and
he applies himself to good deeds (Tit 3318}, Thus, the
whole of the Chricstian 1ife 18 touched uporn.

Yerotively, 1t is impossible for men to asll upodn
him in whomr they have not "believed™ {Ro 10:14), and all
who are not "belleving® the truth stand judged (IXI Th 2:12).
Here are outlined the mojor aespects of the sublect: the re-
lationshir of "believing™ to personslity, and %o forgive-

nens and salvation.
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It isg possible to "believe™ im that =hich is false
(tf: ?61/"&‘;( ~-IX Th 2:11}, T¥ere the object is perasount.
There cen herdly bs velue in “belisvins® that which is
felse, hence "belleving” per gs, with no eorresponding ob-
Jeotive reclity, is futile: the object cf "heller™ is
determinative.

The mesne to "bellef™ i1s egain represented as the
witasss of the "bellevers™ in presenting the goepel. “Eou
are thay to bellewve in him of whor they have never heard?”
{Ro 10:14), Paul ashz, and represents himself and his co-
workers as "servants, throush whom you bslleved™ (I Cor. 3:5),
steting that "whether then it was I or they, so we preach
and so you belleved™ (I Co 15:11). The personal element is
thus sapentlial to the communication of "belisf.®

Twice Faul modifies "belleving" by "in® or *mith” the
neart (&v = Kap&é oov ==Fo 10:%). This points up the
emptional concoritants of "believing™ in the Christlan con~
text: it inmvolves not only intellectusl) acesptance of pro-
positionel truth, cs shown above, but alsc ths effectlve
centers of porsonalliiy.

II T 1:12 is of special interest to the uaﬁgyst&n&-
ing of "belleving.™ The apostle states, "I know (0:54 )
him in who I heve helloved, and am persuaded (775775{ opaL )
that....” Thus, "knousing,"™ the lnteliectual, and "belng

persuaded, "the emotlonel, are conconitants of "belleving.”
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II Co 4113 brings out apother facet of "beliovine.”
Paul says that "sinee - heve th: same spirit of faith (r&
sz'c\a n‘vez}/xa r)fg' m'arewg) a8 he who wrote 'I heslisved
and so I spoke' (Ps 663110}, we too believe, =nd sc we
spesk,” Paul 1s here referring to an 014 Testament writer,
end ol=ining for himself o similary authority through "be-
lieving.” He thus plecss hinscl? ia the succession of the
inzpired (in Paul's thought, at least) writars of 014 Testa-
ment seripture, and mekes "balleving™ the common dencminator.

Salvation i@ directly connected with "beliaving”
four tizes, but only cnee 1in direot reletiomship to Christ,
The reletionabip ia this instance is, however, most ex-
plicit: "4o those who were %o believe in hia for eternal
1te (e m}t@ é:o:g gwyv ac'ﬁwww-s: Ti 1:16). Ths em~
ployment of the preposition is sonsistent with the usage
in this conpeetion throughbout the Hew Testament.

¥. I JOBN

This brief, but lsportant, epistle merits separate
consideretion, The charscteristic Johamnine emphasis upon
"the believer™ rather thet “"the fsith™ is contlinued, the
partioiple belng employed in five of the nine cecursnces.

The objects of "bellef™ are predomincntly persolel,
but alsc include Cod's love {4:16), God's testimony (5:10),
and propositiomal truth in relation to Christ's sonship (5:1,
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5:5). Johm also exhicrts the "beloved"” tc not "believe”
every apirit (4:1). This agaim points to the possibility of
"elieving” something which Goes not necessarily possess ob-
Jective reality, or, at lesst, relisbilits.

The personal objects of "beliecf™ are sither Gol or
Christ. In two instenees the "nare of the son” 18 substi-
tuted for the person; one of these employs the dative (3:23)
apd the other aZy » with ao apparent difference except
that the Ezg ooastruction i1s used in connsctlon with eternal
lite {5:13), The él,.g gsonstructlon is used twice ctherwise,
cnoe with "the son of God™ apnd once with "the witness."
Thus the emphasis on the 519 relationship 1n regard to
gternal selvation ia agalr stressed.

Bome of the resulis of "believing™ merit specisl con-
sideration. 4All who "believe" thst Jesus is the Vhrist ars
children of God {(5:1)s He who "belleves® that Jesus is the
son of Go! overcomes the world (5:5)., The onc who "belleves"
in the son of God has the witpess ia hinpelf (5:10), Fia-
ally, the one who does "not believe®™ God hes mads his & liar

(5:10).
VI, JAWES

/
Although moteyw 18 found only throe timea ln thls
epistle, the emphasis Jucstifles separeate treatssnt. The
emphagis in James 1ls "falth and works," rather thag "falth
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&lone.” Howevar, his querrel is not with the efficacy ef
"believing” as rightly undersicod, but, rather, with the
arong conoeption of "belisving.” "You belliesve that God ic
one," he gays, "Jou do well, Hven the demons helieve and
shudder,” (2:19). Abraham "belisved” Goi and it wes reck~
cped unto him as rightecuspess, (2:23) but the living
*faith” evidenced itself in Abrabes's works and should do
likewiss in «ll who "belleve,”

The irportance of this treatment 1s that it points to
the 4lfference in the Greek and Hebrew goncepts of “"brllev-
iag.” ‘'The Oreck concept of intellsctusl acceptance of Fruth
concerning persons or prorositional fuct is not the "be-
lieving™ which 1s neceapary to salvation. The tot:l pex-
gonality is ohenged se 8 result of the relsiicnshdp whieh ic
estnblished to God and Christ by "helleving" in them, The
true "bellever® is on: who is so affected thet good works
magt ipevitably follow,.

Byidently, even at the timc thot Jemes wrote his
epiotle, there wes oreeping Into Chrlstisnity the false ocon~

gept of "believins” as a mere intellectual acceptance,
VI, HEBPN®WS, I PETER, JUDE

These books contelin the reasinder of the New Testament
Pd
usages of MOTEVW , apd are ipcluded for the sake ef com-

pleteness. In Hebrews it 1s stoted that ™we wlic huve be=
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lievea” have entered into (the pror-ised) vest {413), and
that mhoever wpuld drew nesr to God must "belleve™ thot he
existe (11:6), *hus meking "belleving” tre sine gus gon of
the divine~humen relationahip,

Peter contrasts "belleving® #»ith ™sceins™ Christ
(1:8), agaln polnting to "faith” as the "sight of the soul.”
He also asserts thet "he who believes" in Christ will not be
put to sbhape (2:6); Chriat will not f2il tlose wnho ere in
the proper relsticnship to him through "bslieving.” Teter
smploys, in the above passages, the prepositions éfg and
én( 1in stating the relationship to Christ, thus cgreeing
with the other wrlters.

Jude states that these who did not "belisve" during
the exodus from Tgypt were destroyed {(v.5) as a warning to

future generatlons.

It is seen Ivop thigs study that mo-rsz/fa) ooy have a
variety of mpeanings, These will be discussel briefly, with
a tinal consideraticn of the unique Christian seaning.

The most genersl menning could be defined as having
inner knowledpe or conviction, involvisg both the 1ntellect
and the emotion, of the ectuality of scesthinc. Thue, the
demons "bellsve® snd tremble, and 1t i possible to "bellcve”

that whieh is felse. This epplles moset eoomonly to foctual
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knowledge, Lncluding propocsitional truth conceraing Ood and
Christ, but sey elsc spply to perscmpl corvnniostlon zuch anm
the message of the Cld Tesiasent, the nords of the nrssl
Cabriel, cnd the messsge of the Oosrsl. The mritors of tie
How Teatsment octote the obvious feet tict wlitbout Ly "bee
lilef™ 3t is leposslible to cces into relatiocnabip mith g,
but they do not state timt this is o)l $het 1o iovolved in
soming iunte relationship wlth o,

The term "the basllevers” vomes iato common New Testae-
ment usage as o tern for those <10 have coms lnto the "faith®
reintionship sith %é, end is frequently used without quall~
floaation,.

In the poecive sense the word gmeans "to enfrusi,”
The idea conveyed e of scrothling placed By ons into the
sare of onother, with conflidenmse that 1t will be properl:
curad for,

The Christ vrn meenips can best be understond Lhiroush:
s ponesiderction of the prepesiti-mall:; expressed personzl
inter-relaticnstips invelvod, It musb £1 5t of sll de zoted
thet "belleving Tod™ und "hallcving Chrlot™ ure to the Us:
Teotucend writers at lecst sipllse etates 1f not lucitilosnl.
is the Rew Testwcent the prepoaltlion 6‘:3 terss only Cod o
Chyint 63 ite cbleok, Ik the solorlty of sace: Lhe chlest
o Chrict, ond this relotionship will e conpldvred wo glving
the moet lfunisht dnto the problesm, ™Nellivio é‘L’S’ Chrlng®
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0

seems to sonvey the Hebrew ides of "belliel"™™ as a cnating

of oneself in utter dependence upon ancther personelity, so
that an interpersoneal relatlicnshin ig thureby establishad.
It is thes o stote of intieets uplon, iavolving a complele
alteration of the human personaliiy, as ladlcoted by Jemes
in his dimcourse upon good LoTkS .o in this resultani state,
inner cr "exirs-sensory" intirversossl cempunicution Is pore-
mal, snd the humen personality is enabled 16 perceive the
will of the divine. Furthermore, the pover of the supci-
natural persosclity 1s sveilable to the human personality.

In briaf, the "falith” relotieonship hoe been csteblishicd.

2 Gee (Chapter IY, p. 3) above.
3 Jas 2:R6, Ses pp. (15 and 16 in this chepter) above.



CHAPTER ¥V

/

TI'LO'Z'OS'

IHOTDS is the tiird luportant word in the group under
gtudy, snd the last to receive sxztended treatment, Being as
adjective, 1t serves to enlarge and spplify the meanings as

expreassed by the noun endé verb thus fary studied,
1. GOSPRLS

ﬂlatés is found only in the seyings of Christ, and
aside fronm tie lnstounces of adeonition directed towards the
hearers themselves, modifies eltber *servent”™ or mteward."

"Fal thfulness” 1s qualified by “over & little™ (Ht

25121, 23), "in 8 very little” (Lu 16:10, 19:17), "in the
unrighteous mammon” {(Lu 16:11), "in that which is another's"
(Lu 16:12), and, by contrast, "in suoh” (Lu 16:10), ‘*Faith-
fulpesy in these thinga results in being entrusted sith
true riohes (Lu 16:11), end being given that which 413 one's
oun (L 16:12). 4 principle is sgtablished theredby in the
indivicdual 1ife, so thut as he ls "faithrul™ 1n little, he
will 4lc0 be "faithful®™ in mueh {Lu 16:10). The refsrence is
uniforsly Lo msterial posssssions. The thame throughout is
that "felthfulness™ over the insigniflicant and translent ls
the zeuns of gualifying for a better stesardship.

Cnee the terms “Yfalthful"™ and "uwisd are uscd togethsr,
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and twice "good” end "faltif.l.™ It uould seam thrt there
is a close oconnsction betwes: "faithfulnoss ., "Pgoodness, "
and "sisdom."

In the single Johannine Tff%“r““@, Chrigt oxhorts
Thomas to b6 aot "faithlesa® (anzo1vg} but Yhaving feityn
(mO‘FOg) in rolotion to himsalf. Here the occtive sense 1s
introduced, that of "having folth,” in ocontrazt to the pre-
vious passive sense of "bolng worthy of hoving faith nlaced
in one.™ Better English eguivelents woulé be “itrusting® on
"trustworthy,®™ but fo aveld oonfuslon, "heovins foith™ will
be used to ezpress the sctive sense. The provlcs is made
apparent when one oopslders thot o motég can be either
votive or paseive, as deternine’ by the context, The msan-
ing a5 set forth in the above Johannlne passage iz clearly
that of one who "has faith" in the person of Chrich, with
all thet is ioplied by thut siate.

IT. ACTS

Llthough found only fouy tices heore, these lnstances
gerve to a4dd o the andercstandlng of ma_m,g , &énd nill be
trected individuclly.

The firsl reference 18 to o: mo'ro’( ~="the Lo~
1jevers” {10145). Here the active sense s indicetcd, the
enlarged mes;ln  belng "tho ones having fu'th Ia Christ.”
Trig 1s & common meaning throughout the remainder of the Mow

Teostament.
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Timothy is deseribed as the gon of s Jewish woran
who *had faith* {;/umu«‘:g Jbv{acég mar{?‘g.,,.légl;, Agein
the word implies the cbove meaning.

‘n Gld Tectament quotation (s c 13:3.) deronstrates e
further meanin;, this time impersoncl. The literal intor-
pretation Is "I willl cive you the Lcl: things of Davic e
trustworthy (ﬂﬂrna } thircs” (Roburtson). The 88552 ism

that of sorothing which ¢an be relled upon.
IIT. PAULINE EVISTLES

Theme will be oonsidered together with the excertion
of the Pastorel Tplstles, which »lll be oconsidered separately.
Other Pauline “pistics. Ian studying the Teulline
splstles, one ig immedistely struck by the fact that nthé&

is pot found in Romesns, and that in the Iastoral Tplatles
the number of ococurrences 1s grester than in the others com~
biped.

The word modifies "Cod™ three times (I Co 1:9, 10:13,
II Co 1:18), "Christ™ oncs (I Th 5:2L), end "the Lord" onoce
{IX ™ 3:3). Besldes thess, it modifies "brethren” (Col 1:
2), "brother™ {Tychius and Gneslmus - Col 4:7, 9), "min-
ister” (Zph 6:21,§001 1:7), “"stesard® {I Co 4:2), roul hie-
gelf {I Cc 7:25}, #brchem (Ga 3:9), and Timothy (I Co L:17).
Thug, it may be appliesd to God, to Christ, and to nman,

’ ' /
maoios is aualificd by "0 the lerd” (&v kﬁqp(?l }
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three times (I Co 4:7, Bph 6:21, Col 4:7), vin Christ®
Xp«anp ~-Col 1:2), 824 by "having obtalrcd mercy froc God
to be" (I Co 7:125). 4hen qualified, therefors, it is al~
ways in referense tc God or Christ. 4 perusal of the con-
text indicatss thet, in general, this quslificeiicn is ipe-
plicit in the remalnder of the refersnces,

The mtated results of being mo-rc/)g' are only twe in
number , bub interesting. Paul sbtates thet Uod is "feithrul®
and that "our word to you heaz not been yes and no.“ (II Co
1118}, Beocause God is "faithful,” sen can aspesak positively.
Seoondly, those who srs "of faith™ ars blessed mith Abrae
bam who had *faith” (Ca 3:9). "Having faith" was the means
of Abreham's belng blessed, end 1s the qualificstion whioh
pmust be met by all who seek & like bleasing.

The words associated with mcm;y are love (écya:v)? -
ICo 4117, Bpk 6321, Cel 4:7, 9) end saints (éyﬁofg «Cal 1:
2)s Also, God is "falthful"” and so will not allow the "bew
liever® to ba tempted beyond enfurance (I Co 10:13), Ohrist,
who oslls one, is "faithful™ apd *will do it"™ (I Th 5:24),
and the Lord is "falthful” and will strenghten one and guerd
him fyom evil {(II Th 3:3). “Faitbfulness™ is thus associated
with the other ohavracteristics of the Christian life, and, as
applied to God or Christ, i1aplies that the "belisver® may re-
ly upon him to supply whatever is needful.

The antoayn to nuatég is Zﬁloroy (I Co 6:15), as

has already been obaserved in John.
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nzcrés' es a substantive for "the believera” is
found only onee, in marked contrast to the Pastoral Epistles.

Fagtersl Bpigtles. Here m.o*tég is seldonm gquelified,
referring to "the believer™ or "the believers® “ith no fur-
ther description (I T1 413, 10, 12), Thus, &t the tipme of
the writing of these letters, the word wes understocd in
Christiesn falth,"

In addition to modifying %he words mentioned in the
ether epistles, "faithful® is employed in the phrase *faith-
ful is the word” (nxaréy 5 léybg‘ ), whieh is sogewhet
peouliar to this seotion, occuring six different times (I T4
1:15; 31, 419, II T{ 2:11, Tit 1:9, 3:8}). Twice the phrase
"and worthy of full ecceptance” ig edded (I Ti 1:15, 4:9).
Perhaps thet is as good an interpretation of the expression
ag ocould be divised.

Once pore & solitary antithesis is interest. Al
theugh san is ®"unbalieving" i.s. £ c.zm.a TOUMEV .
Christ resmins "felthful,® for "he cannot deny himself™
(T 71 2:13)., Chyist, by virtue of bis very nature, is

r4
mao tog .

IV. HEDRTWB

The Epistle to ths Hebrews ls concerned with the de-
ponstyation of the unity of the 014 and Yew Testepents. In
four of the five instances MoTog modifies sither God or
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Christ (217, 3:2, 10:32, 11:11}, the exception beling Moses,
who is described ss “falthful ip a8ll God's house 88 & Sere
vant” {3:5). Christ 1s deseribed twice as & "faithful high
prlest” (2:17, 3:20) who ecarries out God's will cospletely,
thus fulflilling the typology of the Uld Testement priest-
hood.

Oue reference furnishes us with spother insight into
the peaning of ntatég ; beesuse "he who promised is faith-
ful,” the Christien is exhorted to "holéd fost ths confesaion
of our heope without wavering® (10:23). 7This is probadly as
good an 1llustration of both the active and passive senses

as can be found.
¥, CATHOLIC EPISTLES

These agein confirm the general meaning and usage of
nzctég s but add some importaant facetas, Sllvenus is des-
eribed as & "faithful” brother (I Pe 5:12), twice God or
Christ i1s modified (I Pe 4:19, I Jo 1:9), orce 1t 18 used
substantively (I Pe 1:21), and once in the somemhat unique
construction of marc\:v me‘zv , which seems to mean "to
do faithfully,” or "to do & faithful thisg" (III Jo 1:9).

Christ is desoribed as "falthful and righteous (n16t55
kiéﬁkacog) 8o as to forgive us our sins" I Jo 1:9). Thus,
the "falthfulness” of Christ is one important element im the

atonement.
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stonerment.,

The relationship of rrwro’g , Bod, snd Christ is well
made in the reference to "the ones through him (Christ) hav-
ing fcith YUnto*® God,v

The aotive and passive sspects are well 1llustrated
by "entrust { mapat( 98’0' Buwowv } their souls to a faith-
ful crestor” (I Pe 4:19), Ued's "falithfulness” should eli-

eit the "entrusting the soul™ response of man's part.
VI, mLﬁTlQﬁ

In contrast %o the paueity of coourrence of the cther
words studied, mcrég is found several times in Revelation.
Three times it modifies God or Christ {1:5, 3:14, 19:11},
twice "thres words® '{o'z /\6;/04. - 21:5, 22:6), once “Antipas
my witness™ (2:13), onoe "those with him® (Christ), (17:14},
and onoe the understeod subject of the verb, (2:10).

Some unusual expressions are sncountered in Reveletion.
"Dhe falthful witness” (O Iua,c;rvg 0 marc;g') 1s found
three times, twioe describing deity (1:5, 3:116), anf onoce a
man {2:13)., "The faithful words” (0; /15[/01 7Tt0’l‘0\L } oo~
ours twice (21:5, 22:6). "Feithful” and "trus” are combined
three times (3:14, 19:11, 21:8).

The Christlans are exhorted to be "falthful unto death"
(2:10); this adds to the force, if not to the understanding,

of the word.
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Revelation is unique in that the Eebre: word “Amen®
(*Am8n)' is used substantively for "Christ.” It 1s podified
by "faithful end trus witncss" {o Aluqv o ,uaptus o mctos K.
o a]qﬂcv05'~3 M. This is a fitting final stetement in the
study of maz'og s bringing together the Vebrew and Greek
meanings and adding "true™ to complets the conocept.

V:XI » S’ﬂmeHY

The adjective mc'l'o,g is seen to have both an cetlve
and & pesslve pense, In the active pense it is the equi-
velent of "having falth.” In the plural it is used sub-
gtentively to mean "thosge who heve faith.” This latter is
especially common in the Wew Testament.

The pessive meaning of matég is the more importuant.
Lz applied to men {t means trustworthy or dependeble. 4As
applisd to & persomsl communivstion it means worthy of ac-
ceptence. The pussive meanling in general 1 "that whieh can
be depended upns.”

Motos  ie alse applied to dlety. Christ is, by his
vary pature, mcrtog « The Creator is mo::ég , and man is -
therefore axﬁ%‘bae to entrust his socul to Him., In & final
reference the, aunv ls used for Christ, modified by matog
and a:b?&wog- . This calls attention to the Hebres 'agan
end the concept of =zomething which can be absclutely trusted

or dependsd upon.

1 See ciscussion of this word group in Chapter Two.
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in Conclusion, the active meaning of the wcrd is hav-
ing faith,™ end the passive mesnning is "com.letely trust-

worthy or dependable,”



CEAPTER VI

1.&m069

slthough found oomparetively often {tuent —three
times} in the Yew 1@atam@an,éun0t6g sontributes relatlively
littlie to the understending of the this word fapily. The
refeyences not evenly dlstributed, tending to be grouped
around certain toploal centers, i.e. five times im Faul's
discussion of mayriege of "believers™ spd "unbellevers”

(I Co 7:12-15}, and found only in the Gospels, Acts (once),
Pauline Yplstles, and Revelatlon {cnoce}.

As would be expmeted, the mesning ls eppcsite to that
of nuStég « This is defined by "do not ba unbelleving but
have faith” t,w‘y l/L’VOU' c'z/mO'roS' 2«”& morés\- Jo 20:27).

Ag with nzctég » & serious 4iffioulty is encounter-
ed in separsting the sotive and pessive senses, "Undbslisve
ing” will be used to translaete the sotive, and "unbelievable™
tle passive, sense of the word,

In 81l exospt five instsances, and exelusively in
Fauline writing, the word is used subsbantively, generally
unqualified, meaning "the unbslievers."™ It is thus seen to
have acquired s aspscialized NHew Testament meaning. The un-
belisvere” (IIX Co 6:15), compering such a union to that of
Christ with Belial, the temple of God wnith idols, or light
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with darkness. "Unbellevers™ are associated with the cow-
ardly, the polluted, fornieators, sorcers, idolaters, and
all liers, end are consigned to the loke o7 fire (Res 21:8).
They sre elso assccleted with the corrupt (Tit 1:15) and
with disowning "the faith” (T. notw ),7/pvw7ra.c I Ti 5:8).
Thus 18 is seen thet the "unbeliever™ ia the ornosite of the
ope "heving felth,” and tlmt his end i3 eternsl demnstior.
#hile the object of unbelieving i1s never made explicit, it
zust be inferred - that 1t 1s the sare ss that of mrés ,
napely God or Christ or truth reluting tc ither, There are
no instanoes in whioh the sord is employed in a sense which
indicotas cther then 8 negative blas. Christ refers tc his
as an "unbslieving end perverse generation {43 yeve?.z c,un;rrog
x. &eotpap/.lév;?ft 17:17, Lu 9:41). Thie, elong =ith the
strong expressions ln Pauvline writings and Revelation, would
seem to isdicats a dynamic "rejeotion of faith"rather than
a neutral "lack of falth.”
In a single cese the word must be transicted in the

passive sense of "unbellievablce” in the cucstion as to why
it should be thoucht "unbelievabls®™ (u’ é/mocov K'pL,VE,‘Ca.t )
that God should ruise the dsad (Ac 26:8).

évcaroy » then, hes the opposite mesning to mcrtés\ s
and like it may convay both the active and pessive sense, It
has acquired e specialized Christisn meaning of "those who

do not have feith,” and conveys the idee cf rajccticn rather
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than of neutrality. The end results of this state are
lndentification -ith evil and eternsl damnation.

» ¢

TT. QITOTE

? /

QmoteéwW oponveys a meening for which thers i3 no pre-
oise equivalent in the English lengusgs. Our concert of “un-
balief” is that of e deficienscy or absence of "belief,®
while éunotéuJ say, in the active gense, oonvey & more posi-
tive force of "refusal tc bslieve” or "to reject” as will be
sesn, It ig found only oix times 1o the Wew Testoment, plus
twc occurenceg in the probebly ungenuine part of the last
¢hapter of Mark, The other cccurences are well dlatributed,
however, and the word merits investigation,

It ia notables that delty iz never dereribed as "“dis-
believing.” This seexs to be limited to man, In three in-
stanoes the dlisoiples Ydipbelleve” the fact of Christ's
resurrection (¥k 16:11, Lu 24:1), 410, once Pgul'’s hearers
v"diavellieve™ his word {4c 28:24), while in the remeinder of
the oasses the references gre to "those who disbelleve” in
general,

The atated objlscts of "disbelieving” ar. the fact of
the resurrection {(¥k 16:11, Lu 24:11), the testimony of
others to this feet (lu 24:11), and Paul's message (Lo 28:24).
in the other four 1nstaness the object iz not explicit, the

context indicating that, implicitly, "unbelleving” is equi-
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volent to rejecting both the person and message of Christ.
The results of "dlsbelieving®” are condemnction (¥k
16:16 - probably not genuine) and the eantering into a state
ir which "the stone rejected” by the "disbeliever' will be-
core "the head of the corner.” (I Pe Z:7} Negatively, "dis-
belleving® does not affect God, he remalns nﬁsttv (Ro 3:3}.
Onos it is stuted thaot "they disbelieved" besause "it
seemed to them ap idle tele” (Lu 24:11}, In a second oase
they "digbhelisved for joy and wmondered” (Lu 24:11). This
confirms the rather obvious fuct thet "dishelief™ may result
froz a lack of conviection as to the actuslity of something.
The participial fomm is used only once (I Pe 2:7},
but it ia impertant in that it inoludes sll those who re-~
ject the Chpistian “"feith,”
ézﬂtatéw 1s contrasted with “convinced” {;'T"ﬁ;- 90"7-'0 -
Ac 28:24), with the "faith of God" (T mWOTwv ToU Geov-Ro 3:
3), and with "remainiag falthful® (MOTOQ péver I T4
2:13), it is thus the antithesis of nldTaaaiin all aspects,
In summary, &nlo?éh:s&ams to have two @4ifferent con-
notations in the Wew Testament. The first is the more
general sense of refusal to eredit something becuuse of in-
sufficient svidence., The second is the more forceful ldeea
of actively rejecting & truth or a person in spite of ade-

quate evidenoce.
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4 Ve
Iy, amwota

, ,ﬁlthan@h found only eleven tivez in the Hew Testupment,
amotia iz well dlstributed snd contributes to the under-
standing of the word family.

The ebjeet of "disbelief” is never expressed, In the
gospels it 1s svidently concerned with the person of Christ,
&nd elpewhers a relationship to God or Christ is igplied. It
seens to have acquired & mesning whipgh would have besen ungder-
stood by the readers without gualification.

The results of "disbellef” are, as would be expected,
negative, Ohrist marvelsd at the "disbellief"™ of the pesople
{Mk 6:6), uphweided them for it (Vk 16:14), end was kept
from performing his mighty works by it (Mk 13:58). Becauss
of it ths Jews were "broken off™ (lio 11:20), and Gentiles
who persist iz 1t will pnot e "grefted in® (Ro 11:23). Be-
cause of "4lsbellef® the Jews wers unablec to sater iato the
"promised rest” (He 3:19)., By means of "disbdelief” one
"wavers® (&8%,0597 - to disputs, to be divided in one's mind
~ Robertson) conecerning the pronise of God (Ro 4:20), and
one may sct ignorantly in "disbelier™ (I TL 1:13).

Contrery to "falth” and "falthfulness,™ "disbslisf"”
is never attributed to deity. It ila sgein seen to be & dis-
tinotively bhuman state,

Az would be sxpected, "disbelieving” is the antitheals
of "believing.” This is established by the well kumow "I he-
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lieve (mcl’ew}w }; help my unbelief™ (a’.rrw'u’a. -¥K 9124},

"Disbelier” is associated with "herdnsss of heart”
(okAnporapSiay -k 16:14), amd "on evil hesrt™ (kapdia
Trowypé. c’imottlag -He 3:12). It thus msy be more than & neu-
tral attitude, and have definite negative psychologicel and
moral asscciations.t

/

The dynamic aspects of &nmotxa.&ra confirmed in other
passages, It is pessidle to “"persist® (ém).(évwacv } ia i%
(ko 11:23), the Jews were "broken off" hecause of it {Ro
11:20), it sffectively prevents eatrance into the "promised
rest” {He 3:19), and is spoken of in "does their disbelief
nullify the faith of God” (Ro 3:3) as though it possessed
potenay.

In summary, "disbelief”™ 1s the antithesls of "faith,"
and involves » negatively dynamie attituds, assoclated with
inner morel svil. It follows thet the results are directly
opposed to those which result from "faith." Like "falth,”
it hes aguired a specislized RNew Testament meaning, which
might be defined as "rejection of God and or Christ, along

with the ¢truth concerning thesm,”
IV. mGoTow

motow , found only once in the Tew Testament (II Ti

T anlle this negntive aspeot is not made explicit in
every refersnce, and while Paul desocribsd hictself as "acting
ignorantly in disbellef™ (I TL 1:13}, it 1s impossible to ig¢-
nore this general implics=tiocn., In Paul's case, he states
thet his actions as a result of this state wers evil, and re-
quired the forgiveness of God,
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3114}, serves further to enrich the meaning of the word
group, Here Timothy i ezhortef to ocontinue in whet he has
learned and "firmly bellieved.” The solitery cceurrerce is
of significance in thet i1t indlcates thet other words of the
family hove largely taken over the meaning which moTow
origineily oaaveyaé.l Thus "fsith” snd "believing® have,

at lesagt at times the element of firmness snd endurances,

/
YI. TWOTLKOS

This word is found only twice in the Wew Testament
{(#k 14:3, Jo 12:3}, both tires in references to the anoliant-
ing with nurd, which is described as n1aTIKﬁ} or "pure.,”

This usage brings out an aspect of "falth” whieh
serves tc enrioh our understending of this group. That which
is nnocLKég is gesnuipe, purs, gnadalterataa, can be com~
pletely depended upon. This, ﬁhaﬂ, is one ©f ths qualities
which are encompassed in deseribing God as "faithful”™ and asn

as "heving faith in God.™

1 Ses discussion in chapter IT.



CHAPTER VIIX

SUMMARY AND COWCLUSIOES

The Greek and Hebrew bmekgroung of the "fgith motif™
hag been cutliped, and the eight words of the nﬁsug' family
haves each been traced through the New Testement, In con-
cluaion, e parsgraph summary of each of these words will be
gliven,

MOTLg  in secular Greek hes the meaning of oonfidence
or trust in relation to perscons, and intellectual conviction
regarding propositional truth in relatlion to facts. In ths
New Testarepnt the interpersonsl aspect 1o stressed, more
paerticulerliy the interpsersonal relstlonship between God and
pep. In the Wew Teatament, nﬂrng is 2 term gererally ap-
plied to the interpersonal relationship bestween God and man
which results from man's having been unlted with Christ.

It may be desoribed as the cresetor-creatura relationship,

anxat{a s like n{arag » 1s seen to have acquired, in
the New Testament, & meaning different from the secular
meanings of uncertainty, dlatrust, or doubt. énun{a denotes
a negetively dynamic attitude, asssocisted with lnner moral
evil. It mey be definsd as that state whioh results from
the personal rejectlon of Ged or Gﬁris£§ along with the
truth concerning thes.

ﬂldtééu) irn the New Testament hac neasrly the same mean-
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oz an In geoulsy Cpesk, Tt may ssen to put trust or ocon-
fidence in & person ur thing, and, in the voguive sensse, to
entrust, The Wew Trmotament nritere plnos coplssie upen the
innsr, emeticncl aspects of eenfifence or trust in & persorn.
The resl force of You Testare t thouaht, however, i8 scaversd
by ﬁloreiﬁu 623 with the acousstive, ss *dios in wilch only
Ood or Christ iz ueed at the object of the preposition,
“Christ™ belng the prsdominnte of the two, This expression
sonveys $te lmprescion of poversnt into or jolining of one-
self %o, and comos the clopest of any lew Testsment ezpres~
pion to the seaning of the Hebres root §pep. It seems, in
most onosp, to sxpress the thought of cssting oneself i~ cop-
plete trust sod sonfidence upon another person, with a roe
suitent wnion of perscnmlity, In the Yew Testasent, ths per-
zonnlity ls Cheiet, end the resultent unlon is the mesns of
asptering into the ﬂﬂcrls relaticnshir.

éﬂxaréh) iz enployed by the TWew Testament writers in
the zsouler senss of "to place no confidence in® and “to
aouht." In some coses this "doubbting” 18 on the basls of
insufflicient ovidance, but stress is pleced upon the aspect
of refuaing to sovept, or rejucting, & ncrson and those sho
"disbelieve® ere oonds ~od, Thiaz verb szeemo to ave & foree
which goes beycand that of ra§senima o6 the basis of ilnsulfli-
clent avidence, amd in rolation to Ged or Uhrist convays %he

1den of an aotive personnl rejeotioa,



77
metow has the passive asnse of being firmly per-
suaded or mssured., Since it is found only onoce in tha Wew
Testament, it m&y perhaps be assuwed that, tc some extent,
this meaning hes been taken over by MOTEVW « Thus, it
contributes the idse of firmness or assurance,
nusrég in the MHew Testament, is, in genersl uzreesent
»ith the seeular usags, It has the reaning of that which can
be trusted or depended upon, whether in reference to psrson
or things. Agaln the New Teastement stresses the persomal
agpect, and teaches that God or Christ is inberently con-
pletely reliable and dependable, and worthy of being en-
trusted with one's soul. An additiosal Kes Teatament mesn-
ing, found rarely in secular literature, is the active sense
of "confiding"” or "feithful.®
aﬂlotéy is generslly employed in the New Testament in
the substantive plural form memning "the usbelisvers" are
condemned in definite and powerful terms, and the general
treatment of the term indloates that "the unballiever” is one
who 1s guilty of definite rejection of the Christian "faith."
n1011K6g is employed in ths New Testament to mean gen~
uine, pure, or unadulteratsd. This brings out another as-
peoct of nuanig , pointing out the "completely depeadabls™
ides,
In the second ehapier it was pcocinted out thst there

have ocome into the stream of westera thought two concepts of
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"faith,” the Gresk and the Yebrew, In relationshin to delty
the Greek concept 1s thsat of intellectual copvictiom ¢ou-
cernlng the gods, whlle the Hebrewn is thet of = complete,
paddionate, personzl comritial of his entire bsing to Go4.
it has been secn that the Hebres oconcent iz thot whiech is
predoninite in the Wew Testament.

The "falth motif" must therefore be considered in
the context of man's relationship te Cod. God 13 completely
trustworthy or dspendable. He {8 thcot personslity upon
whoo san msy unhesitatinsly cmst hls entire perscnsl bveline
in complete confidence or trust., Furthermore, it is the
obligation of men to make sush s persosel committel, and
his etornal deatiny is ocomtingent upon his reking 1t. Buoh
o committal is poseible only through perscnal union with the
person of Ohrist, involving o oomplets trensformation in the
humsn personality. The result of thls unlion is the establish-
ment of the creator-greature reletionship between man cnd God,
for phlch asn was originally created.

"Paith® ma:y thus be asrld to be ths propsr orestor-
oraature relationship of God tc man, established through
union of human perscaelity with Chriss.
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