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FPRVFAOE

he purpose of this study is to investigstie qertaln
sspects of the literary contpibutisn made by the Apostle
Panl to the Ohelsilan Church. 3ince the malin body af the
Hew Testament bears the name of Paul it is 1mportsnt that
the preacher and teacher of God's word examine critically
the works of this pattern Christien.

In this inguiry substantial blographical research
haes been msde sz an ald to a propsr understanding both
of the suthor hismeelf and of the seiting of hle liferary
#orks. Thus one chapter dealing =*ith Faal's 1life and
migsionary endeavors precedes the direet dliscusslon aof
hla litersry wvorks. The investigation of Paul's literature
ingluded the avenues of approach and ithe arcas of dis~
govery which are relevant in both Lowey Uritlielism and
Higher Oritlecism. Having exasined et length the literature
which this Aposiolie (hureh leader ponned, & chapter depl-
ing with the teachings contained within those writings
elimaxes the sntire study.



CHAPTIR T
PAUL'S LITY AND LARBORS

The converalon of FPaul is ons of the greatest events
in the religious history of the human race. This ls real-
ized more specifically when the following iz brought to
minds In the 18th century, the age of Delsts, Agnostlos,
and Hationallsts, two eminent ¥nglishmen, Gilbsrt wesl and
Lord Lyttleton, Members of Parlismeni, and friends of John~
ston and Pope, were both professed sgeptica. In ones year,
during the Parliamentary recessg, these two men devoted
themaelves 0 two tasks. VYest examined oritlisslly the
evidence for the resurrection of Christ, and Lytilston
scrutinized with utmost care the conversion of Paul. It
wag thelir honest expeetation to prove both events mythiecal.
The resulta of these investligations was to eonvince .est
that Jesus did rise from the dead and Lytileton that Paul's
eonverslon was actually a genuine happening. Lyttleten
congcluded that the conversion and aposileship of Paul was
proof enough of the validity of the Christian revelation.

These two eventas, the resurrection of Chriast and the
converglon of Psul, are lnsgeparably relsted. If Paul was
sonverted, then Jesus arose from the dead. Paul'a consiat-~

ent explanation of what had happened wss that he had seen the



Lord.l God hed sppesred to Faul and had revesled his Jon
in 2im«? The death, burial, and resurrestion of Jhriet are
amang the basle truths of Christianity which Paul taught,
and 1t ie sisnificant to note that in apeaklng of these in

I Corinthlans the Ffirst twe verbe are in iLhe sopist tonse
whereupon the iense chances to the perfect.aTEOxVEr sal
Sce Eragn wal St dyqyepTac ;3 ghe wmesning end forcs of the
tense chenre being that Shrist abldes In the risen sisle.
Paclyg in the sswe chapter, refers {0 nUERIroue appearances
of osur Lord and then sayss "Hs wasn sesn of we also, ez of
one bomm out of due timgﬁg that 18, one of unitimsly birth.
It is notevorthy thet the vision Stephen had im not includ-
ed izs the geries of anpesranses sentioned by Faul. Stephen's
vigizm w22 in another sxperisctlial gontext. The ajesp-
snges noled by Faul were not were subjective senial phenomenas
they were opjecilve ganifestations. and the last of the
deries wis exoeptional for Paul. The only rationsl explana~
tion of what happened nesr Damsscus was thsni ihe plsen Lovd
414 appesr to Faul. The spostle’s tectinony 50 At is enu=
firmed by the radieal change that to0k place in his lifa:s

1§ Gors 1528
2 08l 1’1&
3 I Cor. 15:3=4

4 1 Corve 1§t§



op the one hand, "3sul yet breathing out threatenings; "o
en the other, "Behold, he (Paul) prayeth."0 3aul, who was
the coming man in Juds, threw away all his purposes in liTe
and turned friends into foes and exchanged a 1ife of easge
for one of toll and suffering.

Renan's theory ie that Paul had sun-siroke and that
11g interview with Christ was pure fanoy.s Renan suggests that
fever from the sun-siroke perhaps suddenly seized Paul.
It is gignificant to note that "perhaps" iz used repeatedly
by Renan, who goes on &0 zay that at any rate, "the recollechtr
jons of the apoatle on this point appear to be rather con~-
fﬁsed;*s Surely here is & itravesty of the facis; for Paul's
recollection of his conversion is very clear indeed.

If it were sunwstroke it wust have been of & marvel-~
lous ¥ind ! Jun-stroks has a2 paralysing effect. But Paul's
mihd incressed gnd put him in the Front rank of the great
men of 211 time. 3Jome honegt acholars suggest that perhaps
Paul had & disesase of the brain. Sir ¥illlam Ramsay in this
conneotion says, "Houw there have bsen many madmen in all

timea; but the €ifflculty which meny feel in classing 3t.

¥ hote 9:1

6 Acts 9:11

T Ernest Rensn, TIhe Apogtles, [ranslated from orig~
inal Prench. {London, Kegen Faul, French, Tribner and Co.,
Ltd., 1893}, pp. 157-158.

8 Log» git. Page 159




Paul apong them arises from the fact that not merely 4id he
psrsuade everyone who heard him that he was sane and spoke
the truth, but that he also moved the world, changed the
#hole course of history, and made us what we are "9

The question that demends an answer is, "why should
& man of thle ealiber so suddenly bs uprooted in an instant
from his cherished beliefs and be swept, like chaff before
the wind, into the dogmatic camp of his most hated onemlest®
Our concarn here, howeyen ig not only with the immedlate
effect of hie gonveralion. ¥e cannot lightly diemisze dhe
fact that this overturning of a man'g entire presuppositions
survived a golitary 1ife of three years in Arabls snd nine
years in ¥apsus. Kopr can we ignore the fact that 1% ismusd
in a zeal for missions that haz never been surpsased.

Let us look ai Paul before his conversion. Ye are
fortunate in that only the first few and last few years of
his life are hidden from us. Of the early years we do know
gomething.

Acgording to Aeotg Paul sas a "man of mw&m*‘}ﬂ* Wegon—

clude that he wag born there. Tarsug was the capital of the

9 Bir 7. ¥. Ramsay, Pauline and Other Jtudles ,
(Hodder and 3Stoughton, Limited, London, 1900) 7.11.

10 Acte 21:%0



Roman provii-ce of Ciliela in Touth Tast 4Asia Minor. The
elty founded by Sardenspalus (3,.. 920) wasg wade frce by
Sugustug and 8o had free government; paying no tribiute. It
wag a center of trade and transrort, lts inhabliants numer-
sus and wealthv. Hative Cilicians were in the wajority but
the wealthiest poonle were the Sbeckas. Trade was corrded
an ¢hi=fly in timber, Cllicinn cloth, and tonta, these
products baing asold all alons the onaatsy of the Hedlisrranean.
It mizt have been = comeon ai~ht to gee in the streets of
Tarsug thronzsz of nztive Sleilliansg garbed in 3ail-cisth
pursus lelgurely thely dleorderly course. ihe clty's pop=
ulation would be augmented by studente, for ths city was a
geat o7 learr’rs, holding rank wlth the other two prinecipal
university citiem of the nerlnd, Atheng and Alexandrlies One
ig veminded 2f a lnrge city of our ouwn time,; Clasgow,; 3cot~
land, wrich als® i3 an Infustrizl metropolls and the home of
a oreat university. The cultural =27 cosmopollitan charaocter
of Tarsus wmld he inTluencs? by the presence ol students
from nmary forelgn c>u-triese. There cdn be an doukt that 1b
wag 411t place for the apoetle of the Centiles to be born.
Ye 4o not 1imit the zreee of God, bat 1t 1z 1ikely wore
and wider s mnpathlies would be gultivated In farsus than in
derusgalem. Yo must not minlslze the influcnee of environment

on human peaonality. Haridity plusz environmuent make



6

the curiocus pergonal equation, and these together with the
grace of God were the constituent elements in the Apostle.
$sul would not have been quite the same man if reared wholly
in Alexandria or Jerusalem. As he grew up 1n Tarsusg he was
being unconsciously prepared to deal with all Lypes of =men
and to gympathize with human nature in all 1tz varistlies.
“From this ®ide and diversified irasining ve may understand
better Paul's suitabllity to develop the primitive Judalc
Church inio the Church of ths Roman world (for beyond that
he never went in practice, though 1n theory he roeognlrzed

no 1imit short of universal humanity), his sxtrsordinary
vergaliility and adaptebllity...his quickness to turn the
resources of civilization to nis use "1 There are many evid-
ences that he was aiive %0, and influsnced by, his Tarsus en+
vironment .

In after 1ife he was ever a lover of cities. In this
regerd attention has at tlwes Deen called to a contrast be-
tween Paul and Jegus. Jesus, Tor instancey drev his 1llust-
ratlons from the country. He spoke of 1ilisas, birds, sheep
and pastureg, corn, &nd oragz. Jn the other hand Tarsus
supplied Paul with many snalogies: the "wise mmsiter bullder”

g

&,,mgk'rw,mya the "foundatlion,” and another bullds on it

11 ¥ .M. Ramsay, Bt Paul The Traveler and Ihe Homan
Citizen, (H.Y.:10.7« Putnan's Jons. London, Jodder aud
Stoughton. 1904) p 34




1f inferior materisls sre uzed low “veges” will be peid.i2
Ihe word “edify® is o dlspuised word Tor BLlding,olxo Sopméw .
TPy cocurs teenty tives in the ow Teslawent and of
theee 1% is used 10 Limes by Paul.

ﬁn 1ts goins Tareus la represgnted se o Tlgure gesnled
amid bales of mershandise. Lumbering, markeis, and buay ot»
rests made an igpreszion on Paul which mey be poen reflegted
in his wpitings. The dlishonesty he bhud wltneszed In the
trads of this olty is reflected in ™ 'huckstering® the word
af Godl {(hamqlevw, to met as & (eorrupt) vintnerjld

ming the time"yE§ayopd Juw "puy-

<

The Apontle posais of “rede
iag up the opportunlity,” being Ysesled," by the Hsly Ipirig,
811 thegs phrases ¥ere [arkeipliace eagressions. Fayl may have
borrosed the metabhor of the geal frow the prestlios of the
nase and marks of thc buyer being on the goods."td

hars wes & young =en's gysnasivm in Parsug. Undoubled-
1y games wers comnon eventes in ihe 1ife of lhe ollyy and ag
Faul yefers Lo Toot races %o the vigorloup tralining, keeping
fit, and saining & *Tading wreath” to boxirng hepalds sumpone

ing the competidfirs, end rules beling @ﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ@ﬁazg

17 Gors Bi10«16

13 I Cor. 2137

14 phe 16133 Eph. 41305 Sphe 5:16., Uols 415,
15 1 Gor. 9:28«27., ?hil 3:13~14., dote. U124,



Joldlers on the gtreet would be a familiar sight fo
Paul. This would account for his numerous mwilitary meta-
rhorsgs not alwsys obvious in the Fnglish authorlzed trang~
lation. For examele he speaks of “instruments,"omia =
weapons, and "wages of 8in,"Syuwvov z a soldier’'s rations,
or allowance.Ta oMY wrea 16 Lightfoot says, "3in is re-
garded as a soversign who demends the military service of
hls subjects, levys thelr quota of arms, snd glveg them the
goldicr's pay of death.".T ‘YorderWdf. = array and "stead-
faatnasaﬁrvgpéwfc¢ = #0lid front, are millitary terng .19
Faul's enforced companionship with a Roman gusrd may heave
suggesised the elaborate metaphor employed In the Ephesisn
letter in which the apostle speaks of the Christian’s aywor
in military laﬂguageqlg

3ueh are some of the lllustrations Paul used; but he
did have zn eye For nature. He spoke of the rain of Heaven
%2 the yude trlbe of Lystra, of the fruitful seasong, and of
the loving God who made heaven and esrth. Paul must have

appreciated the scenery and sunsets of hig boyhood on the

15 Romansa 6:3;93*;&&1&& 331£§'v9 I Cor. 9:7

17 J. B. Lightfoot, 3t. Paul's Epistle to &
{Lendon: Hacmillan and $0.,L.E0., 1924«) D» 64

18 {ol « 235




the banks of his native Cydnus river and on the hllle around
hig home town. Hls appreciamtion of nature ls seen also in
reference to a grain of wheat, the besuty of the atars,. the
compsrison of Apollos and himself to gardeners, "oreation's
dlstressed expectant gaze, walting the unvelling of the
sona of dod," at the final reconsiitution of the universe,
and the wild olive tree .20

Paul's environment is reflected in his ability Lo use
language . The spogtle Mmew Gresk, as well as Hebrew and
Aramal e, and we note hia facility In pasaslng frowx one lang~
uage to the Gthe?~21 At Athens he quoteg from the UGreek
post Aratus, and also from the “toio poet Cleanthus. Paul

gustes from Meander, the Comlie poei, and fron E?iﬁ@ﬂﬁé@ﬁ;ga

2

Although such quotations 40 not necesgarily mean that Faul
wag a gtudent of UGreek literature, ithey 4o mugreat thatl he
was influsnced by the gitrong avadsmic atmoasphere of Tarsus.
Hia gpesch at Athens shows he was able, when he c¢hose, to
speak in 2 more stately style than some of his writings
indicate.

The theory has been propounded thet Paul owed a debt

B0 1 Gor. 15137,40.; 13:6+9., Romans S:2%.5 7:17.
21 hcts. 21:37., 40.
22 Aote. 17:128., I Cors 15:33., Iltus 1:2b
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toc the 3toles, to a man like Marcus Aurellius @? the gecond
esntury, and Eplctetus and Jenecm, Paul's contemporaries.
Targus, 1% must be rewembered, was a oventer of Stole phile
eapphys flve distinpulshed 3tole teachers resided there. The
deep things of the soul, such as the answer o the universal
guest for happiness; the need for moral reformation, or
even apiritual reblrth; the way to the vietory of life
pvay death - thess were the questions on which the 3%olc
crators dlscoursed eloguently. It is %o be expected that
Paul heard theme matiers dimcussed om oogasion.

5$§1ciamrﬁas penthelatlel and, when talen to its loglic-
al conclusion was a relliglon of despalr. 43 4. B. Bruoe con=-
%enés,iﬁtaieiam presched submisslon to mleery as Incvitsbile,
and offered the pesce of éﬁaﬁ&iruag

Faul, it is pald, uses stole words, or et leasst Familiw
lar atolec wordss bui what a2 difference such wordsg were In
the context of hia langusge. ¥Faul speaks of the FHoly Jplrit
wveTpa Eycov but to the stole this was "sacer apl:ilitus.”
4nv man who was desling with %the deep things of the soul
must have used such worde. But the 3toic "holy spipit”

sto0d for a prineiple pervading crsation ard was almost &

3% hiexander Balmain Bruee, [The Horsl Jrder sf Lhe
iorld in Aneclent and Hodern Thought , (Clasgow: Rew York:
Charies Seribner's Jons, 10909sJ pr 118




phyeical substance., This principle wag bslieved to have
the souls of men as particles; but thls 1s worlds apart
from Paul's spirit which cries "Abba Father.airdphs=z in-
dgpendsnt of outer-circumstances, la another examwple. The
etoles almed at this but on the lirs of a stole it was
vague and grim. Paul uses it when he gays, "I have learned,
in whatsoever gtate I am, therswlth to be content.” (in~
dependent of outer clrcumstances) He had lecarned 1In a
gehool in vhich the best of the 3toles had never studlsd.
The apostle immediately added these words, "I can do all
things in Christ who strengthene me."2% His was not aelf
esntrol but Christ oontrol.

That Paul should show some aggualntance with Stoic
teachers is natural, but there ls no evidence for the
agaumption that he oculled his ideas from them. Faul was
not groplng after the idea af the brotherhood of man, with
Pagl 811 are one in Chriast Jeasus.22 Lightfoot says that in
caul's philosoohy, the bond of eocherence, the missing
principle of universal brotherhosd, is found "In Ghrist»“35

In Paul's early years in Tarsus he did not glory in

24 Phil. 4:11,13 (Revised Version)
2% Gal. 3:28., Cel. 3:11
26 J. B. Lightfoot, 3aint Paul's Zpistlees To the Col~

ogglans and To Philemon , {london Maomillan and Jompany,
Ltd. Wew York: The iaemillan Co.,1904) p. 214
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any aspect of hia pagon environmenti he did glory in hls
Jewish inheritimnce. This pride of Jewlgh Inherliance ro-
mained with him after he had become & Christian. If he
c¢hose to rely on traditlon, he could far surpasg zll otherg,
although born in & pagan eity, he was reared "sen Hebrew of

the Hebrews,"

and if his spogtolie succesaion was guest~
ioned, if he choae, he could boast of being of the seed of
&br&haw.37 Faul never Torgot he wag a Jew, an helr of &
gloricug heritage, and in writing his letter to the Romans
he heaps up the aplenddrs of the Jewish natlion and tradit~
iaﬁ.gg But even though Israel had rejeocted and crucified
their ¥ing, Paul clinge to and pleads with hls people.
¥hen we read words like "For T eould wish ihst myself were
sceursed from Christ for my brethern, my kinsmen sccording
to the flesh,” we may watch the eenturies falling away and
see Paul standing with Moges.o? 4 ory like that which
rang Trom Paul's heart lg & real index of whai hlsg anocent-
ral faith mesnt 0 him.

The immediate environment of Paul In Tarsus was &

thoroughly Jewish one. %e do not know hov meny there were

B7 Phils 315., 11 Copr. 11:82
28 Romang ¢:4-%
29 Romang 9:3.,Yxodus 32:32
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in hig fasily, but his father and 8 married sister wilth 2
san were at lesast part of 52.30

Paul was s Howman gitizen, having besn born sﬁch¢31
Homan eltizenship originally belonged only to Homens, bhut it
vag extended t5 the provinces conquered by Howe. A carly
as the first contury H.J« there were thoussnds of onan
eitizens living in Asia #inor.

58 Homan oitizen had certelin orivilesss whlch Paul
¥52 130 8low in clalininy on =ore than one aceasgion, for
instance, at Thilippi, and in Jerusales. 3ince 1% wesz 3
erizme (o goourge a foman eliiizen we undsyetand the fear of
the mazistrates ai ?h313§§i¢§3 Faul 2lao tonk sdvantare of
the fast thet evary Rosan eltlizen had a right €0 trial 8%
ADT8.

Rama@Ay says, thet ithare usec 2 colomy of Jews In
Tarsus from 171 B.3.5° In this group Paul’s father nust
have hod 8 hizh starding, having become a “d=an oltizen.
He may have had some weglth aines ke uwss alle {9 gend his

gan L0 Jorusslen 9 studr. Indsed, thls posgessiom

T30 Aotg 23:16
*1 Aets 22:28
32 Acte 16:37., 22:2¢

33 p ¥e V. Snmenay 4 The Clties o7 3%

T e 3 B3N
éiaéﬁeszf- and 3tougshton, FHew York: Seorge. . Soran 9.5 312075
Be 186G,
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of Roman citizenship hints that Paul's family wag distin-

guished and weslthy. Delesman says Faul was an artisan.%
The apostle's remark in his letter to the Gslatlans “you
gee how large a letter I have wrltten unto you wlth mine

" may have some eomnestion with this, since Paul's

own hand,
hands might have bsen deformed by labor. However, hls re~
mark gould emphasize the laat eight varses of that letter.0>
Although there could be dangerous implications in the theory
of Delsaman, the fact remains that Paul worked atl 2 manual
trade when necessity comp2lled him, That perhaps Faul
hims&ll wea Tast becoming & man of gome means prlor to hls
eonversion may be attested to by the passing allusion to
the tremendous eost at which he became a Christisn, and
the reference to his own hired house .56
“hatever were the material clircumstances of Paul's
boyhood home, we know something of the spiritual stwosphere
in which he was reared. {PTarsus, belng cogmopolitian in
the extreme, was Free from the usual intense haired of the

Jewgy & situation which mede for a sympathic undersgtanding

of the Jews; fTor preludice beitween Jew and Gentile

3k Adoif Delssmann, Light Prom the Anclent Zast ,
{Hodder and 3toughton. Longon, 1910) p. 404,

%5 Gal. 6111,
%6 Phil. 3:8., Acts. 28:16.
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would naturally be weakened in this great setrooosiis.)
Faul's home »ould be strieily pharisale. Che Charisews
wvere unlibs the aiher Jewish naptiez In that they kent
thangelyes roart. Fsul zay hsve sineled in the 1ife and
play o7 Gentlle DOoys, but 1t is not certein that he attend-
&4 8 Centlle 2e%00}. His edusaiinm waz conducied st home
rather than st schodl. 3lnoe Tarsus wsg a genter oF ésﬁzéh
sulture, the Hebrew boy would not 1ively be exposed to
wentlle learaing but would stiend gome achon) gomnesisd
with the synarogfuss AL such 2 schos) he learned 12 read
aad write, beEing taken {9 and Troz gohionl under the supep~
vision of s schz:;r},.mt—&rfn'atS“yw,ﬁs ST wia rirst relicisva
mawiedze would oome Tyom hesring the lavw psad In the
gynazogne, and from listening io the aspruzente and Jdebstes
of the doeiors. In $imc he himeelf was to begome an srdent
igrselite, m flane of ezl Por the law, the relipion o7 his
fathers, and the coming Fsasiah.’®

ghen twzlve yzars 2ld, ~raiabls, Pauvl =mas sent o
«grusslen with a8 view 10 hig becoming a soribe, an eY¥oouider
of the Jewigh law, and a plesday in the Jeulsh courts.’
samallel, hlg isycher, s=g & Jewlsh doclor, 3 =man of

1iberal and enllghtsned eizue A0 Faul wsa drilled in the

BT Gala 3:24 38 Aot 25:14-7 39 Acte 289:3%
40 Aets 5:34-40
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law, both written and oral, and became Intlunate with the
013 Testsmwent seriptures. He says, "I forged ahead in
Judsism."™ He began to think of himeelf as lifked above
the common rabble, and to feel that his powers proulsed
& great future for him. On beling graduated,. more & Jew
than ever, from "the College of Ganaliel,™ he was satias~
fied thet Israsllism wes the only answer to the world's
dilemma.

Probably Paul's first contact with Chrigtienity
was at 3tephen's martyrdom, when "the witnesses laid down
their clothes at & young man's fesi, whose name was gﬂUlfﬁag
®ith his training endsd, Faul very likely went bask to
Tarsus. It iz likely thaet he was not in Jerusalem during
our Lord's minlstry. Justln ¥artyr says in ths Dialogue
that after the cruclifixion the gsve sent oul messengers
to spread slanders anmong thelr fellow eruntrymen about
the ﬁhriatian$.43 It may be that such meagenyers reaching

Tarsus inspired Faul €0 go at once to Jeruszalem. Arriving

v

there 1o find the city ringing with the words, "Jesus of

Kazareth” he threw himeself, keen and fanatical Jew that

4) Gal. 1:14
42 Acts T7:%8

43 Thomas B. Falls, {he wWritings of Juslin Hartyr.
(New York: Unrietisn Herit&ge . Ing., L041) p» 207
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he wss, into frenzied persecution of the Christlans, there-~
by feeling he was dolng God mervices, ‘hen we first see

him in Scripture he is the fanaticzl Jew. The passing of
time only deepened his conviction of the rightneas of per~
secution of the Christians.44 To this end he approved
thoroughly 3tephen's death, and bound and imprisoned both
men and women.45 And so he went on hils mad csreer until
suddenly stopped near Damagcus.

Some recent literature attenpting to explain Paul's
conversion as merely a mental phenomenon, asuggests that it
wag the result of a long psychologlcal preparation. The
ususl trend of thought in this literature 1s thst there
were doubts insinuated into Paul's mind for some time pre=
viously. "ihat if these Christians, $o blameless in 1ife,
whom he was persecuting, what if they were righti"
3tephen's face is aald to have come up before Paul and to
have haunted him. Indeed, 1t 1s claimed that before the
eritical journey, Stephen haunted Faul asleep and awake,
and that eventually & vislon of the risen Chrlst, a visgion
of the mind, confronted him. Thus 1t was th:t the image

of fancy broke the power of thought.

44 Acta 8:1.
45 Acts 22:20; Acts 8:3; 9:2; 22:4.
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Paul himself has no merey on that theory. Paul 1n his
persecution of the Christians, continually and persistently
goes farther and farther from Christ. "3aul yget breathing
out threatenmga...“é"'u = up to the mewent, without any
abatement .46 In a1l this persecution Peul thought he was
doing God's eervice.&?

However, we need to explain the words "It ls hard for
thee to kick against the ox gaad,”48 whiech are psrt af the
true text. It is suggested by some that szince thls was &
proverbial expression used in ursek and Soman llterature
there may have been a simllar expresslon anong the 'sbrewus.
It 18 then submitted thet the meaning meed not necessarily
go beyond the certalinty that 3aul'a efforts to stop the
advance of Christianity would recoll on himself. But no
pogitive proof is offered that such a preoverblisl phrage la
to be found among the Hebreve.

The words of Jesus muigt mesn that the pressure o7
the goad was 'nown previous to the hour of Paul's eonvirsion.
3aul the Pharlsee had been fighting against the scruples he

had. Paul was really missrable while persecuting, for all

46 Acts 9:1
47 Phil. 3:6
48 Acts 26:14.(Young)
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contrary activity is miserable, although the esurce of misery
may be unimown. Thus, when we turn regolutely away from all
attempls to read Paul's mind by the supposed light of subtle
paychology and read Paul's own account, we find the consiat~
snt pressure and psrsistent eonviction of the Holy 3pirit
opsrating on Paul. The spoetle in ons of his letters to

the Corinthians remarks, “"He (The Lord) was scen of me also,
a: one borm out of due time." This geems to indicate a
sudden and violent break with Paul's former thought and
endeavor and a catalysmic thruat into intso a new world of
light and glory for which he woem 111 prepared.49 That was
Paul's Hew Birth, --a zlorisus New Birth -- and he was a
living child. Turner sayg, "The conversion of 3aul is a
psyehoclogzlcal and ethiesl problem, the solution of which is
to be found only in the sctusl appearance of Jesus Christ

to his senses on the the way to Damasoue, as he believed
thies to have taken place...The Revelation took place in
broad daylight, on the highway, as 3anl was journeylng

with limba and genses in full exercise, and his mind intent
on & purpose dlametrically opposed to the obedience of faith
in Jesus} and some of the phenomena attending it were sensg~

ible to others besides him&&lf‘“se

39 I Core 15:8

50 Jamea Haatinga, 4 Dictionary of the Bible, {Hew
York: Charles 3eribner's 3ong, . ~AInbuPgh: 151 olark., 1908)
Vol. I1II, p. 702
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Paul was from the very moment of his conversion
a dedicated epirit. His first question waas, "tho ert thou,
Lord?" His second was, "Lord, what wilt thou have ne to
401"  and alwaye, in retrospect, he could say, looking
back on his Dewascus Road experience, "I was not dis~
obedlent to the heavenly visiom."S2

At the start of his missionary csreer, Barnavbas and
Faul salled from 3eleucia to Oyprus. In Luke's description
of the lavors of these two in Uyprue we have the fipst use
of the ﬁ&rdg(éf)ko/kd(* "o go through,” which is ome of
the great misslonary words...

Perhaps the pair went %o (yprus begauge 1t was the
native island of Barnabus. On this lsland they encounkered
& repregentative of fthe emplre, and alenp a representative
of an oriental religion In the person of 8 sorecersr. This
happened at Faphoa, the capital, located on the south-west
goast. The eity was the seat of ithe Homan govermment and
the "deification of lust® in the worship of Venus. In
the triumph of the Gospel under such conaitions at Paphos
Paul evidently was the leader in the new movement; for

the record now speaks of "Paul and Bamebasi” Paul as the

E1 Acte 9:3
B2 Acta 26:19
£% Acts 10:38; 13:6
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opponent of Tlymas and sinj and "those around Paul” of
77'_6/32 Tov wavaov (Tepl)  gail awey from Cyprus 4 Psul
is now the central figure in that band.

Prom Cyprus Paul's party went to Asia ¥inor. Here a-
bout the middle of the south coast is a large gulf, the
gulf of Attalla, whieh they entered 10 reach Perga,.the
capital of Pamphilia. From Perga, which is several mlles
inland, the party struck inio the interior.

3omething had unexpectedly changed the plans of Paul
and Barnabas to hinder them from preaching in Fergs on that
first visit, but they dld so on thelr return. +=illiam
Ramgay iz of opinien that Paul might heve contracted malaria
fever and that such could well have been ths apostle's
"thorn 1n ths flesh."S The malaria swamps nay have driven
him Horth over the rough mountsins and rivers for healih
reasong. If we accept the 3outh Galatlan theory, 56
and if the South Galatian churches were the oneg Paul found-
ed, we can understand better the aposiles in hls Galatien ref -~
erence Lo the lllnasagg?ﬁhatevar made them hurry o Antioeh

they found no clity more congenial %0 bodily health or more

TH Aots 1%:2; 93 13.

5% W. ¥. Ramsay,. 3%t. Psul the Traveler and the Zoman
Citizen ,(New York: G. F. Putnam's 3ons, 1949) p. %4.

56 See Appendix I

£7 Gal. 4:13
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responaive to Christian labors.

This place 18 ecalled by Lpke, Plaldlan Antloch as
the reading i1s in { A,B,and C. Ihe city was not actually
in Pisidlia but in Phrygia; Luke later corrsctly speaks

f Antioch outside of Pizidia.5® It was imown as "antloch
on Pisidia border,” and wag 3600 feet above sea level in a
raumtainous area with large lakes. 3ituated on one of the
trade routes it was a ceniber of commerieal activity. ¥Then
the Romans in 28 B.C. formed the province of Galatia they
made Antioch a eolony in the form of = minjature clity of
Rome. It waa a milliiary post with pensloned veteran sold~
lers Tor its main settlers. These constituted the ruling
cagte in the town.

4 wild, sensuous religlion prsvalled 1n Antioch in
the worship of the supreme moom god. However, the chiefl
attraction among the gods was Clbele, of the Diana class,
whose worshlp Involved the obscene.

Over the 11fe of the city was a thin veneer of Greek
culture. The aristoordtic Romans held themeelves aloof
from all such. Paul's keen eye envigloned Antloch as s
center for the spreading of the Gospel. Later developments

in his ministiry there justified his confidence .37

%8 Acts 14124
89 Acts 135344,48, and 49.
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The Jews had a gtrong influence in Antioch. Lamsay
thinks that Jews were likely to have exercised crealsy
political pover in this city than in any other part of the
Roman wor1d.5% Their spiritusl influence vas as z.eat. It
gseenms that the Jewish religion appealed %9 many there.

It i3 in point to rcoceall that Josephus and other Jewish as
well as Homan writers, gpeak of the atiraction the Jewlsh
feith had for Gentilgwomens All of thils paved the way for
Paul; for hig pregence drevw almoast the entire population
to the syﬂagague.éi

On the Sunday following thelr arrival, Paul and
Barnabas aitended Lthe gynagogus. Thelr presgeénce generated
keen interesgt. After the reading of the lesson, the Jewlsh
rezder, regdgnizing Paul and Barnabas as sirangers and of
eduecation,; acked them to address the congregation. Ihe
Jevwisgh teacher sat while speakingi Paul in Gresk fashlon,
g%00d up, and with thet oharacteristlc wave of hls hand,
held forth.02

The entire burden of Faul's address on thie occasion

was that the Jewish Law and, in fact, the whole history of

T80 3ir . M. Rameay, Pauline and Other Studies,
{Hodder and Stoughton, Limited, London, 1900) pslls

61 Aets 13:50
62 Acts 13:26; 26:1
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the Jewish people, vwere progressing toward & fuller develop=
mwent. This development climaxed finally and fully in Christ
&g the Heealah and Redsemer.
Aftor making a bprief tour of several other placesg,

Paul went to the Jerusalem Council. The council hoving
ended, the misslonaries revigited Antioch and then prepared
to start a second presching mission.

However, Paul and Barnshas quarreled over whether
or not John Hark should accowmpany them om thelr next
itineppyy. 1% ended by Barnsbas separating himssif from
Faul and taking Mark with him to Cyprus; while Paul
choge 3ilas to gecompany him. It is intereating to note
that in thie separation, Faul and Barnabas go tovwerd thelr
régpective homelands .53

It was at Troasg that the Lord met Paul in that-epoch~

making vision that directed him weatward to Hurope. Enroute

1&? Philippiu The city of Philippl had been made g colony
in 42 B.C. after Octavime and Anthony had thers declisively
defeated Brutus and Cassiue. Its geographicsl positlion
mede 1t imporiant, for it stood on the thoroughfare between

dals and Turope, the great Ienatian Yay.

63 Aots 15:1-30; 36-40.



Here also the a2dlidiers of the orpes vwon great wictop=
ien,; greater than any that the armles 37 ~ans had BYsr wil.
indeed, 1t 1z 4i1ffloult to find any other ity whers Paul's
teatinony bore more fruli, and the sccuracy 37 the sssount
af hls sucoceeses 12 well sudbalantiated. Folyearp, and oany
athar anthorities sttsat £o the authentlelity of the record
of the svents connected with Fsul’s 1ife at Fhilippls

Theee evenis show us In & verieiy of clreaumstances
the peeuliz of the greece of Ood., womsn are shuwn here ta
have a prominent place. In the olly of Thysilirs with its
guilde of dyers, potisrs, and loon makerg, Lydia uss
evidantly held in high esteonm, thanks %0 the zospel. Ihen
thaere wan the baflled glisve ouney sesking revange, and the
tusuliuous haste oF the Philipplan crowd, in which Peul’s
appesl {0 Toman ¢litizsnanin zay well have gune unheeded.
There was the band of Jewlsh nroselries gathersd Dy the
Fiveralde for prayer -- an effsctive uitness of the Loyd's
power. Lightfoot saye that Fhilinpl and ite gtory glves
& picture of the universallity of the Coguel and 1tg powerful
appeal to all types of 1176 5% e purple dealer of Thy~
atire wee aslatie, the jJallsr was Homan, the slave glirl vas

poselbly Oreek, representatives of thres natlionalitiess

A - )

64 J.B. Lightfoot, 3%t. Paul's Zplstles to the

Philippians, (Macmillan and Cog, Ltd., London:, 1927)
P Eés
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Christianity ranks szongst it: noblest triumphs the slevation
of wopanhood, and the emencinstion of alovesg.

Prom Fhillped the mlesloceries pushed one hundred miles
gsouthwest tov Thessalonlos, vhere the Jdews with s numbey of
vagrants caused sush 2 tumult th-t the sisslonsrlea were
sseged of turniag the world upside aown B8 Theegalonicn,
the largest elty of Hasedonis snd 8 cueh frequented ssanort,
had 8 laprge Jewlish seoctimn in itz population. Vhen Paul
presached oan the kingship of Jesus these Jevs acoused his
27 tressdn.

From Thesualonios Faud comiinued forty~tus milss in
a southwesisrly dlrectiion $111 b2 yoached Teres, referred
to by Siosra “ihe sut~af=tho=way town of Bersa.” he
gooetle met with groster suceoess hers Tor the Jews were
more open-minded snd they sesrphed the Ioripiures io goe
i7 Faul mag right. But, becsuss ihe toun wasz Loo near 30
Thessalonice there wae ftrouble sgain. Faul, thorefores,
wag dnce mare on ihe rosd, this Line tovard Athens, ons
hundrsd ziles zouth, by way of Hacedunie snd Achala.

Lake's srennie deseription of this vielt to Athens
gives us many evidenees ofF firme~to~1life acouragy: Lthe
restlesnz surissity of the people, their lelgure tire,y and %

thelr gover-religisusnesa. Atheng was then the nost bhesutl-

BE Aets 17:%
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ful eity in “urope, with its sea, mountalng, wnd temples
af marblé« 4z = cenler o culture Alexandriz wag alan
fanduz, but Athens had g tradition of the pogb.

A Latin writer hag gaid thet it was cspler %o find
& God than & man in Athena. PFesul oould say Sruthfully to
theee neople, "I percelve that in 811 thinge ye are sore
than r&&ig&%&g‘“éé The cowparative Jdesree ig uged here,
Sé(_rc&a,l./uouec'rg'/’ous y which = SecSw plus Saqpwr x*r Paap®
plus ®02d" or "deity.” In olasslenl Greed, the word is
ueed in 8 good or s bad ponss, while in Hew Testament
Sreck 1t 1e used 1in the zense of a devil. Psul uges the

word "with Bindly * .

The Athenisns ware deyout
without Enmovledge of the frue Gods The seve word iz used
later in Astg,.being trenslated "supsretitlion” in the suthor~

1z2d ?&raiaa.é?

Festue spsaling 10 2 Jewy would not likely call
the Jewish religlon “superstition,” but he may have nsed

the word amblguocusly. Burely Peul emuld never have Degun

Biz addresz with a pizee of discourtegy; it would have

besn most impolltic to anitGgomize his heasrors and thas

loze thelpy attention. 7The word used by ihe &pl2%le would

earyy the significsnce “remsrkably religious.® Hamsay

T ho Acts 173129
87 Lets 20119
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hints that the Athenians, "more than others, wers reaspect-
ful of what is éiviae."gﬁ

The people of Atheng may have been religious but
thelr religlon was of an @ gthetlic and dramatlc varlety.

It ealled forth no moral earneasiness, no deep conviction.

Luke tells us that the ruling pasaion, of Athens was "some~
thing never;" he seems to suggest & delicately-etched

piloture of the old time goasiper in the 0ld time market

place perpetuslly hankering for "something newer *69 The

use of the lmperfest t@ﬁa&”}‘skﬂdfﬂ’y and the comparaetive
degree kdcVOTELOVY indicate a greedy appetite for novelty.
Demosthenes alap noted smong the Athenians this greed for new~
er thlings.

Fhilosophy atill flourished in Athens, slihough it
waz long pasi the time of her supreme glory. The center for
discusaions was the ¢°Toa or porch, 1o the west of the market
place: and since Teno of Citium and his successorsg taught
in this piazza, the school of philosophers wag called ol &
Tys o Toxs of 2 Twi f‘{,ar Stoles. They taught an asustere,

and gself~centered syatem of ethics. The 3toles held

88 3ir .« ¥. Ramsay, 3t. Faul the Traveler and
gﬁgaﬁgmgn Citizen, (Mew YorkK: G. P. Putnams Jons, 1949}
p' ngt

€69 Aats 17:2)
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severe ideas on duty and self-=denlial. OQutslide Christlanitiy
they produced the noblest type of sharacter to be found
in thet ags. Seneca even shows & dim longing at times for
redempiion of soul and for dlvine help. PFarrar bgslieves
that fundementally the 3tolics were geekera after Goﬁ.TO
Cloze by wasg the garden of Eplcureus whose followers
proclalmed a life for men siwmilar to that of the gods; a
1ife of pleasure removed frop passion and all ugly things.
The wandering philosopher wee & famlilier fipure in all
%réek towns. He rogzmed in the hope oFf ssouring 8 persma~
nent place in which to propound his theoriez. Thesge philos~
ophera were most frequently seen in the markst place in
&ihensa Faul was taken by the Eplcureans and 3toles o be
one of these wondering phllosovhers.

In Acts the &ifferiﬂg opiniong of the philesorhers
on Hars Hill are purposely placed glde by side with a
touch of gentle sarcsem on thelr inability %o agres sven on
Paul’s teachings. 7L 30me sneered at Paul as a TuwEppmeNeyos,
8 "pleker up of eeeda.” This word, used by certain poets

referring to & bird pleking up sesds, care to slgnily

) 70 Fa+ 4+ Farrar, The Life and work of 3t. Faul,
{New York: -;P Dutton and uwmx;my,"_%m p i 7.
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popularly a pauper prowling about the market place picking
up soraps to keep himself alive. The word would indicate
a petty pllferer, a “hanger-on,” or as H. V. ¥Morton
proposes, & tramp who “contrivea to make a poor living by
plcking up ¢igaretie~ends and by exploring dust~bins in
the ﬁarning.“?g More apecifically this word as contempt~
uously appllied to Paul sugreststhat the apostle was &
Pleksr up of queer ideas, a gatherer of secondhand in-
formstion from the intellsetual dust-bins. Thls translat-
ion sfo"n'e‘f/uw\os is somewhat 4ifferent from the “babbler"
gg found in the Authorised and Hevisged versionss The
original iz a spseimen of Athenlisn siang and yet 1t 1is
diffieult to find a mors api word than "bebbler.” The
Egyptian Papyrl throw some l1light on this word with the
reference %o the scraps thrown away to ihe dogs on the
street.’/> However consldering the Greek text "babbler® is
the best single word to aspprehend all the meaning, e
fluent and eecond hand talker, or an 1dle babbler.

The segond opinion expressed about Paul was that
he was "s setter forth of new gods." The Athenlans acoused

him of preaching two deities, God and Resurrection.

"2 H. V. Morton, JIp the Steps of 3t. Paul,

{Lendon: Rich and Cowan Ltd., 1936.]) p. 276

T% 3ee Appendix II
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Faul's Mara Y11l sermon, which began with a cltation
of the Athenlans' love of rellglion and desire for knowledge,
discloses knowledge about the true God. It must have been
somevhat startling to these men to be told thst God 1g
near, in fact, close 0 every man. Paul's use of the verb
translated "feel" was apti for the people were groping
blindly in the dark after God. ' The spostle at this point
quotes from one of thelr own posts, "In him we liye, snd
move, and have our being" -- perhaps from Tpimenides or
Aratug. But Paul goes on o say thot the dlvine,Td Ofcov,
ig not like any graven imapge, 2 iteachling that must have
been gomewhat upsetting to meny. He must have made a
point of contact, howevey, when he referred to the worid
ag the haendwork of God. Jome of the 3toles, at least,
would be inclined f{o agree with him here, for Jeneca him-~
self believed that the whole world is the Lemple of God.

4a long as Paul eonfined himself %o philosophy and
natural religion hie audience listened, but when he intro-
duced the Resurreciion, 2 distinetive Christlan and super~
natural faet, and when he urged repentance, the atmogphere
changed and opposition arnsge.

%hile the wvislt to Athens ig deeply interestlng 14

probably seemed a not-too~fruliful one to the Apostle.

Tk Acts 17:127.
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Some writerg have intimated that Paul wasg almoat 3 fallure,
but surely this is not so. %e know that a woman with &
nusbeyr of others, were converted .?E We ‘mow too that when
Faul left Athene on the next atage of hls Journey he waa
in a weak, trembling state .76

Paul's Athens' expsrience gives 3 new lignt on the
Firat Corinthian letter. To the Corinihian church he is
not appealing as a philosopher to philoaophers. He la »
preacher of simple tidings. The philosophers of Athens
had falled to grasp the meaning of the Cross and its divine
power to save.f!  Thelr worldly minds were not able to
penetrate the mysteries of God. It must have been & wiser
Paul who could say at Corinth, "It pleased God by the sheer
folly of the meseage to save thenm that belleve .*78  he
pregcher had resolved to s2i aside all rhetoric and to
gonocentrate on preaching “Christ and Hin crucified (Y

Corinth is 50 miles due west from Athens. Ao Athens
was an intellectual canitsl, so Corinth was a politieal
and commertial eapital, in the provinoe of Achala. The
gesgranhical position of the clty gave 1t vast importance

ar g port of oall between the Aegesn and Adriatic sgeasg.

"7 Acts. 17:34, 78 I Cor 1:21.(Young)
76 1 Gor. 2:3. 79 I Qor. 2:11=2.
TT I Core 1:20-24,
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The elty was founded by the Fhoenlocisns, a great
gea=faring people. wWhen the fHomans in 44 B.C. concuered
the city Julius Caesar wmade 1t the sgeat of government
Tor Achala, and establieshed 1% ns a Roman Colonys. In 1is
gtreets men from every nation in the eastern Hediterranean
were Lo he geen. Like all cosmopollitan cltles, Corinth was
a hot bsd of wviee, all the more corrupt from the immoral
worship of the goddess of love. 1t has heesn gald Corinth
w23 the "Vanity Pair® of the anclent world. Nevertheless,
1t was onc o7 the ohilef seats of Greek culturs.

A% the gummii of the acropolis shone the temnle of
Venus vhere all manner of debauchery wag of fersd Lo the
citizens and strangsrs. "To live 1like a Corinthian™ meant
the most dissolute kind of 1ife. "GCorinthian Banguet," and
”3§finﬁhian Orinker," were proverbial expressions of the
day. There wers 1,000 gacred prostitutes in the temple.
Vice was ralsed to the level of religion. Paul fitly in
hig Tirst Corinthian letier classes idolaters with fomi~
catora and aﬁultarera»gg It vwas from Corinth that Paul wrote
the first chapter of Romans,; miach of which contains 8 first~
nand desoription of the filth that was in Corinth.

Tawl had cowe %o Corinth alone, depressed perhaps by

the geeming fallure ol his presaching to the Athenian intel-

BO 1 Cor 6:9
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lectuale. But when his former companione still at Philippi,
(811as and Tiwothy) rejoined him he was "constrained by
the "word" as § B,0,%, and several versions read.%l dhe
Authorleed Version reads "solrit.” Paul uscé the same verb,
ala@sh@rﬂgg and the statement here probably means that
all his thoughts and ensrgles were controlled by me master
idea and compreased into one chamel »83 Paul geenms now 0
have preached the Cross with a nevw passlion. The Word of
the Crose wrought new vwondsers, with atrlking results in
Gﬁriﬁthnaé Faul remalined eighieen months in the olity.
In 1898 archaeologlatis dlscovered a frapmenit of
the lintel of a door inscribed in Greek letters "Synagogue
of the Hebrews.” This fragment dates bask to New Testament
timez and poealibly was part of the Gorinthlan JSymagogue
in whieh Paul ?F@%Qﬂ@dwﬁﬁ The ingoripiiom, poorly and
gheaply executed, 1llustraites well the low social porition
of the gonverts mentioned by the apcgtis in his Corinth-
ian egietl&;aﬁ
It was in Corinth thal Gallis met Paul. Ualllo was

the yo.nger brother of the famous snd able stoilc pigddozopher,

81 hets 18:% B4 I Copr 6:9-11, Acte 5:18~8.
82 II Cors S:14 85  Acts 18:4
83 scts 18:8 B6 I-Gor. 1:26



3eneca. From Seneca we have a degoription of Gsllio as
gentle, ocourteous, trathful, loveable, and gweet tempered.
But the Jewg of Corinth mistook his gentleness for weak~
nesgs and gelred hilg term of office as an opportune time
for charging ?aulnﬁ?
Untll reeently nothing was mown of Gallio’'s pro-con-
sulshlp in Achala exgept some montion in a2 letier by Seneca
that Gallio had caught 2 fevers. But In an inscription,
discovered soue years ago, 2alilo mentioned by hie friend
Claudiug,vwas pro=-conaul of Aghalis before August £2 4.8
It seems clear thst Gallio's pro-consulship began in the

v e

previous culy, &80 that we hove g gertain date az a la
mark in Paul's life.
Faul probably rssched Corinth ﬁa?arﬂa the snd of

AeDs Bl. Ue preached on Jundays In the Synegogue and

worked st tent-making on weelk days. Thus he met another
Jewlzh tent maker, Aqulila, and his wife Priscilla. They
uere originally from Pontusg in north sela ¥inor and hadc
been living in Fowme. Priseills was a leading Roman
matron, possibly from e family of nobllity and thus the
the couple would be lesders in Roman goclety. The gtory
of Prigellls and Aquile ls one of ihs lovely, hidden

ronanieesg OF the New Tssitameonts

87 Acts 18:12-16



Priseilla and Agquila ha? recently come to Corinth
from fome, having fled the persecuiion under the Emperor
Claudlua, who about §0 A.D. had expelled all Jewg from
Home because of riotc in the Ghetto.

Paul wrote the eplstles to the Thessalonlars from
Gariath,gﬁ and then left the oity to attend the Jerusalem
Pasgovers lHe was possibly 111 and needed a changs, 80
the apostle had only iwo stops on the wagxgg Ephegua
and Caszarsa. Priscilla and Aculla who were missionary
pioneers sccompanied him to Evhesus,; Paul going on alons
t0 Jerusalem. 7

Pollovwing his Jerusalenm vieit, Paul was ready %o
embark on a third misslonary Journey. This time he set
forth from Antloch, possibly In the summer of 53 A.D.

He was in Ephssus In the autuma of that year. Here he
stayed approximately thres years. 9e

Tphesus, in Peul's time, was one of the world's
bicgest seaportsz. It was the gate to Asia and the first
port of call from farthsr Bast. It was near Corinth,

with which ity 1t had some close fles.

B See Gnapter II.

90 Acts 19:83(3 monthe} -10(2 yrs.} -22(a while)
Acts 20:31 (3 yra. delng the total.)
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Ephegus was the capltal of Asia and seat of the pro-consdl .

Jecond in suthordty to the pro-soncul was the town clerk,

who served as mediator for the gommunity between the pro-

congul and the people's court. Hidway between Asia and

Europe, the oity was the meeting piecve of multltudes of

castermers coming o worship st Disna's shrines Ephesus

waa an lmperial highway of intercourse; or all nation-

alitles met in its streets. It ig not surpriging that

its Influence om the world was far-rsaching and that men

everywhere sought to imitate itm 1ifaa92 It waa thies city which,

with iis oriental religlon,; Greek euliure, Homan government,

and widesgpread commerce came into contact with Christliasnitys
Paul's work in this strsteglc meiropolis is recorded

in outline in Acte.?? e note that during bis first three

montha he ressongd iu the sypegogus with the Jews, and that when

pergecution aroge Trom wiithin the gynagogue he withdrew

with the bellievers and taughit in the school of one Tyrannusg.

Paul's efforts in Ephesus were frultful in conversions te

Christianiiy. There was a bonfire of magloasl books. And

Luke adds, "so mightlly zrevw the ord of God and ?rﬁ?&il@dwwga

03 hots 19:27.
9% Acts 19:
Gh Acts 19110320,
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Yo may well ask whether Shristlenity did wet beeors ar
exeeedingly powerful force I1n Ephegus when ¥¢ roalized
that the dabblere in maglenl aries must Lave burned nors
than half a x'llion dollare worth of thelr books, that
the ahrinemaking trade csused s riot, and that Nana
¥oranip was §%3§§3§$§:§§

Lulis's acosunt of the apostle's experience in thls
city ile gradphic a=d beare ihe cvidencez of en eyeviiness.
“fhe majority new not why they wers come §sg@%ﬁ%§&“§ﬁ
The Jewe were afrald o7 the fury turping on then, and
mads Alexander; a bronze morksy, thelr spgesman. Howeyer
bis efforts against the Goszpel wsre in weln for ag som
az the =ob Inew that he waz & Jey they "hovled him down”
for w2 hours. Thersupon the town cleek quieted them all
$elliing the® 2aimly iheot nove was ignorant of the great-
ness of Evhosus, thet the Chrigtians wore not wresking the
ia¥, that there was a8 proper plsce for such maliers 10 be
discussed, and that 1Ff the eroud 312 =ot digperse they
Bizht e charged with rioting.

Faul set out £or Troas intending to g0 o Hscedonls K

where 'R door was opsned £S5 hinm.”™ Sut digiractcd by bad

Acte 101 o8 fets 2031

132 {Beywouth)

3 8 H
g
€3
il
L ]



n&%s from Corinth, he was prevented from proceeding

thither. He then Look seriously sick. On hig rocovery, he
crossed 1o lagedonia to meet Ultus from Corimth. Thence they
traveled on to Philippl and wheﬁs&laniaawgg Paul wes still
being troubled when in x&cedﬁni&«lag Fevertheless, Luke
tells that he made a mlssionary tour “through thoge parts,”

103 4 Tevw monthe later Faul

and preached in new places.
carrisd the gospel frow Jerusalem in the Tast to Illyrisuw
in the Yest - the modern Yugoslavia. It iz not lmplised
th2t he entered thls country; but he must have cowe cloge
to 1T, maling & briefl ftour of the Ignstlen :vad ag far as
Illyricum.igg Frobably abvout the glose of 56 A.5. he went
gouth into Hellass that lg, ints anclent &r@@mﬁalgg
Thi& tour of three wponths duration in Greece snded when the
sea opened 10 mavigatlon in Pebruary 57 A.D., end ihus
ended the third great misslonary Journey of the apostle

Paul.

GG 11 Gors 1:8-G.
100 Y1 Cor. 7:%.
101 Acts 20:2«
102 Romeng 15:19.
1C3 Aets 20:2.



CHAPT'R I11.
PAUL'S TITTRARY #ORYH

I7 on his missliomary Jjoummeys Faul ecarried the Goapel
to mueh of the world of hila day, the letters that he left
have Influsnced an inoaleulably greater number of men and
women. It 1= often aaid that thesme eplotles are ordinary
letters, but this iz hardly true+ 3ome such &s Delgsmann
gay thet in style and content the lettera differ from the
homely Papyrian leaves only in that they are the letters
of Paul.’ But just Mere 1s the dirference ! It is enough
t0 say that the Apostle Paul wae the penman of the loly
Ghosat.

Ihe Thegsalonlan Letters, Az noted previously the
epistles to the Thessalonlans were written from Garimth.g
Host critics agree that these letters are the work of Faul.

The Tirest letier is not extensively quoted by the
early church fathers yet there is sufficient external
evidence to establish ita canonicity. The Huratorian Canon
conta'‘ng it and Irenasus and others guote from it.

The internal evidence la indlasputable. [he letier
clalme to be ?aal'aB and the charaoter of Faul 1s lumpresased
an 1t. For instance, the writer shows hig earncst desire,

even anxiety, for thelr spiritual @aad;ﬁ he diapvlays a tender-

1 See appendix II. % I Thess. 1:1} 2:8.
2 3ee Chapter 1. 4 T theas. 3:1-2,0-10,
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Bess which lg simost wwm&nig@g he shows hlg 37 in %h@%?é
aud he gives evidence of wide ﬁ$m§ahﬁi&$n?

Zome oblest that the letter iz devold of doetrinel
statenents and therefore 1% cannot be Faul's. But it
suet be resenbered that the maln oblset in writing was
prectical pather than docirinal. Psuline doctrine, howsver,
ie very such lmplisd in 811 ihe practical teashing of the
e¢platles Of doctrine explicitly expressed, it muat be
L3t~ % that the lstier is by 86 meong lsecking. It spoals
of the Seecond Advent) Jesus 1z oalled Lord no leszs thsp
28 times, and In fhat $1tle theye is sllusion t0 the fast
of the eaving offlesey of Christ's death and tv His
?ﬁsﬁ??ﬁﬁgiaﬁig there itz the asgpursnce of the glorifisd
iife %@yaad:g

The immediate ocesselon of uprlting the epletle wap
the coming of Timothy snd 3ilas bringing & Toll account of
the Thegzaloniens 10 Paul in Gorinth.l0 Faul wad bzen
anxiosue to hesr hor the Pressslonlisng wers 40ing. Twloe

he stiempted to vislt them but fatan hindered him.i}

§ 1 heas. 217 9 1 Thess 4:14,17; :10.
"heess B516+7a 10 scts 18:8; I Theas. 316

el

<
7 I Thees 4:13-18 11 I Thesa. 2:13
& 7 thess 13103 4:114; 21910,

$4
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The report was, on the whole, astisfaciory. The
believers had continued sta&fastlgané,sa they were exaumnles
of the falth to &31:13 But there wag some not-go~pleasging
information. The heathen soccial 11?&,14'aaé worldly
popularity had stlll an attraotion. Palse viewa of the
Second Advent had produced 1ldlensaz in aa&e;lﬁ and dis-
sprder and conitemwpt of suthority had appsared smong stﬁer&.lﬁ
Some had dled: and the 1des prevasiled thet thege could not
gxre in the Rapture. The opponents of ithe apostles,
moreover, misrepresented FPaul's motives in preaching at
Thesealonica and false teachers broadeasted thelr hereslies
to thwert reul’s work. 3o phrases are found egspeclally in
the seemd chapter of the eplistls, reflecting these prodblama.
Feul, repudisting the base insinuatlions of hls accusers, com=
manda the converta to abandon thelr viees, and eonssles them
in the loss of frisnds.

The epchatological teaching of these two eplatles is
that the teond Advent is the elimax of human history. Dul
in neither eplstle does Paul profess to give a complete deg~-

eription of the event. He selects only those polnta having

19 I Thegsg e 3:6"“7; 15 I Thesg. 3@'5110
12 I Theas. 1:7s 16 I Thess.5& 12~14
14 I Thess 4:11-6 .
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& bearing on the 4ifficulties under discusalon. the firest
epligtle answers the guestion "ihat pard will the deceased
Christians tare in the Adventi™ +fhe mecond epistle stlilis
the hysterical unrest with the assursance that the event is
not imminent. If the staiements of the two letters have
few points of contact, it is beoause they desl with entize~
ly different agpechks of thiz subject. He soeks Lo show
that vhat he 123 eaying ls no dream of his oun minﬁtl? He
refuses 1o predioct timep and seasvona, dbul rather he shdws
that he himself and his readsres are part of the Chmroh of
the future¢18 he chureh lives on through the ages and
nartakes of a divine nnitgilg In geversl of Paul'z other
episties the apostle identifies himeell with thoge whom
God shall raise frow the ﬁe&ﬁ;ﬁg 3ome arc of ths opinion
that Paul changed hig easchatologleal views; but thls
gan - -/ bs true, since they are the same ln Theazsalonlang
88 in Corinthiang.

The date of First Thessalonlans ecan be Tixed with &
fair degree of certainty. The episile wae not written at
Athens. It should be noted here that the post scripte in

the Authoriged Version are similar to the headings of the

TF I thesss 4:15. 19 1 Theass. 5:10

18 I Thess 5:1-2; 4:14-18. 20€ éi garw 431435 1 Cor.
HY X
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chapterg, in that they are not in the orizinsl text.

Timothy and 3ilas were summoned to Athens $o meet Paul,

but we 4o not koow thet they ever reached that city,EE

“e do know that they did come to Thegaslonica and that

Paul eventually received thelr report at Corinth concern~

ing the Theasalonisn ahurﬁh%a The preszent letter wag written

thene poseibly in the year 52 A. D., without doubt from

Gorinth. The sesond eplstle was writien soon aftervwards.
The exXternal testlmomy 1n favor of the sccond

eristle’s bDeing written by Paul is more positive than

th=t has to 49 with the first letter. There is little

question of Polyeerp's use of the second letter. Justin

Hartyr in 145 A.D. gives evidence of having had 1t%.

Irenaeus, Tertulllan, Clement of Alexandris; and an unbroken

line of witneesss are in favor of Paul a8 the author. The

lsttar had a place in tre Huratorizn Csnon and in this

sonneetion thare seenms to be no opposltion rezistered at all.
The internal evidence ig slgo gtrong in favor of the

Pavline authorghip, The character of Paul 1s stamped on

the writing. 7This geems evident 1n ths lively interent,

gymnathy, and praise sxpressed for the converts. He mentions

21 Aeta 17:15-16.

22 I Thesa. 312} Aets 18:%.
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himaself to the converts and desires thelr prayers. Soth at
the boglnning and at the end of the gecond eplstle are
definite claims to Fauline authorship.os

There would appear ito be, at firat =ignt, sone
difficulty in reconclling the eschatological teaching here
with that of our Lord in the Gospels. The parable of the
talents contain these words, "After a long time the Lord
of those servants cometh."@® Thig statement would geem to
onnoge the idea of His early returmn.

It is not known how thege people in Thessaloniea got
the idea of Hls early return: we can only guess at the an~
gwer. They mmay have misinterpreted gomething Paul sald.
The epigtle hints that someons may have gent a letiep in
the name of Paunl, snd that Lo musrd arsinat such forgerlies
Faul eigned his ﬁw&-l@%ﬁers.ﬁg Some bsllev-4 so strongly
in an early advent that they even slopped working. In
the ssoond letter Paul condeums this attitude. In so
doing he teaches that there must first be a "falling away)
and that the "San of Sin" must be pevealed. Ile also states

that those who &2 not work ghould not eatuaﬁ

2% 11 Thess. 3:1-T.

24 Matt. 25:19.

2% II Thess. 2:2§ 3:7.

26 I Theas. 2:3~3; 3:18«15,



& passare, in the second chaptecr of II ihessalonians,
known as "The Little Apoealypse," 1s the most important
one in the epistlie; it geems also to be the most 4ifficult
one .2f One verse in the passare {(v.5), thought to bz an
echd of teaching already given by word of mouth by Paul
geemg fragmentary and obscure fo us today. ‘owever, the
readers, 10 whom the letter was sont must hove had clues
noe¥ non—-extant, ass to the meaning. There has been much
diversity of opinion es to the interpretation of this
liftle apocalypse« The egsential meaning xould appear Lo
be thst, although at present the power of svil 1z under
reatralnt, before the advent of the Lord it »illl be unchalined
and it will have ite final and most awful manifestatlion.
But vhen the Lord Jesua comeag, Hia breath will glay the
Zvil One. Thls defler of God, or Anti-Christ, is certain
to arise.

Some interpreters, Yarfield for ingtance, think that the
Emperor worship of the times of the early church fulfllled
this. By 41 A.D. the Zmperor Caligulz had iried to set
up a status o himself in the temple in Jzrusalem. Other
scholars insist that the Roman Catholic church, which ls
more political then spiritusl, and #hich in pany respccts 1s the

deaeendant of the anglent Roman Tmpire, g the fulfillassnt.

27 11 Thees. 2:3-8
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In support of thils, they point to the blasphemous claims
wade by, and for, the Pope. 5till others say thst the mean-
ing refers to Anti-Christien Judaism coming to a hesd in

a falee Messiah.

It 1s best, perhaps, to understand the passage in a
general way. The Man of 3in has an lmmediats, 2 continu-
ing, and a future significance. An immediate interpretat-
ion 1s warranted becauge Nero in the early days of Christ-
lanity tried to destro¥ the new religion. A continuing
slgnificance 1s Justified because antl-Chrlsts have kept
appearing in persons and systems, the c¢limax to be the
appearance of the Anti-Christ.

The Corinthisn letters. From the two letters to the
Corinthlang 1t may be reasonably asserted that other letters
passed between Paul and the church at Corinth. 4 careful
gerutiny of the two eplstleg seems to warrant certain
assumptiona.

Pirst, there must have been a pre-Corinthian letter.
Paul speaks of having previously urged them to refraln
from fornieatorsa campany.28

Secundly, the Corinthians must have sent a letter

to Paul seeking advice on the marriage prohlem.gg Faul

28 1 Cors 5:9.
20 1 Cor. T:le.
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hints at thig problem in the snawers he furnlshes in the
seventh chapter of the first letter.>C The letter
apparently came to Faul at Epheasus.

Thirdly there is First Corinthisns. The reports sné
the letier from Jorinth showed Paul that the Corinthians
needed help, therefore he wrote this lsiier to them. e
did =0 at the close of his three ysars stay at Zphesus,
that is in 56 A.D.

Fourthly, there 1s evidence that Faul ssnt the Corinth-
ians a letter of severe r&bﬁkﬁ*ﬁl This letter was sent posa-
ibly with Titus from Ephesus. 2

Lastly, there iz Second Corinthians. After Faul
¥rote the gsevere letter he left For Troas hoping to meet
Titus. “hen Titus was not there Paul with 8 heavy heari
went on t9 Hacedonia. +here Titus came with such a good
report concerning the spiritual orozress of the Corinthlans
that Faul's heart was filled with desp joy. 48 a result
he wrote 3econd Corintaians ag a letter of eommendation oo

The ocanonicity of First Coprinthiang is so well attiest-

ed to that trhere is no reason for guestlonlag it. Clument

56 3 GD.‘E‘. te
31 I7 Cor 2:1=11§ 7:8.
32 1T Cor. B:f.

33 II Cor T7:6-T.
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of Rome, in 96 A.D., quotes the letter as Paul's. 3o
likewlse do Ignatius, Polycarp, Clement of Alexandria,
Justin Martyr; Irenaeus, Tertullian, and others, from
the last decade of the first century.

The internal witness is equally strong, for Paul
reveals himself in every paragraph., The language and
thoughts all clearly indicate his suthorship.

The Corinthian church was a church richly endowed
with spiritual gifts; yet it was a church thzt worried
Paul with a variety of problemg. Thege included: factions
within the church, the sin of uncleanness being regarded
with indifference, assemblieg often confused, several
prophesying at once, excegg of eating and drinking at the
Lord's table, vparade of liberty by some Christisns at
heathen banquets, abuses of worship, and denial of the
reaurrectian.34 More than any other writing, this epistle
refutes the notion that the Apostolic churches were models
%o be followed in all regards. If Galatisng shows the new
spiritual life in conflict with Jewlgh tradition, Filrst
Corinthians presents the same life in confliect with heath-

en license.

Zh 1 0ore 131573 Sta



After the introduction Psul deals with the divislons
in the church of Gorinth. i{here are factions for Paul,
Yeter, Apsllos, and Christ. Faul tella thewm that all
Chrictiana are Ohriet's and that Chriet ig not divided;
that Paul, Peter, and the others arc only 3srvanta.3§
The aposile pleads for true unity of the Church. The
lazt chapter of the epiatlie contalng directions for the
collection, plans for the future, and grestinge from the
brethern.

This lest chapter of the letter ends with the woards,
*If any man love not the Lord Jesus, let him be accursed,..”
and then "The Lord cometh"Mapdv 284 Aramalci 1 4 Pa-
This wmay have been a kind of watchword used anmongat
Christians and was 8 grest, impressive expresaion, being
a firal su=mons to devotsd love to the Lord. Paul'e last
word in the letter is "My love o all.”

Paul in this epistle iz hoth tender and severe.
Howhere does this great mind shine to greater advantape than
in some 2f theze soul-siirring gass&gaﬁngé

Chapter 11 records the apostle's inatruciion regard-

ing the practice of the Lord's 3upper. At Coprinth the

BE I Cors 3:21+22.
36 I Cor. 11:§ 15.



Supper seems to have been celebrated at the close of the
"Love Feast." Believers met in a house and after a common
meal came the Lord's 3upper.

This love feast gave rise to grave abuses. Paul
says, "while giving you thess instructions I cannot commend
you, becauge you are meecting togehher with bad, not gopd,
results. In the first plasce there are divisions among
you." Hoffatt has, "I am %old that cligues prevail and
parties.“37 weymouth reads "There are division among you
and ...differences of amni—:m.*’f’afx "”‘/‘“T“ = divisiong
affs're'cs= heresies.

The church supper or love feaet {(later ecalled the
ggage} wae similsr to the suppers held by the guilds and
friendly societies then wvery common among the Urecks. The
srigin of thig gustom for the Chrisgtiang was & kind of
large family meal in &erugalam.Eg During the First century
the supp-ry may have become unliversal in the Church. Ii
seems probable thzt by the bezimning of the second gentury,
the Lord's Supper was part of the Agepe, but soom altsr-
wards seperation of the two took place. Jusiin, at the
middls of the =mecond century, makes 1t plaln that the two

by then were guite distinet. At the time Paul writes this

37 HMofratt'a Translation. I Cor. 11:17-18
38 weymouth's Tramslation. I Cor. 11:17-10

39 Acts 2:4-~6



letter they are one.

The table &t Corinth waos supplied by each guest
bringing contributiors in kindy & praetice not unimown at
heathen parties. Therefore, thsre was an agcenituation of
gocial differences since the noor eruld bring liftle or
nothing,; while the rich ceould afford much. Fellowaship suffepr-
ad as 2 result. In time wulparity crept in %o the disgrace
of the feast. Some would devour the Fodd hungrily or drink
£0 exgesa. The Lord waz forgotien at flg oun table.

It is Paul’s burden to bring the careless Lorinthlans
to order. Patierntly he instructs them. The Tellowship
of the believer with Christ and =with fellow~bDellevers 1s
syzbolized gnd szealed in the supper, &z ioksng o7 thils,
one loaf, and one cup are to be need A0 If the Corinth~
jang only reslized the slignifliesnce of the 3uppsr
auch excesaes, ag are refuted gmong them, would be removed.
Paul gives two dlrections: 211 the ncubsreg of the church
must gather; and to prevent hunger, foo’ ls to bz eaten
gt homes heforshand. In a final word thae sreat aprossile
gives a brief exposition ol the Supper in the Urper Room—-
ns ¢gmirast could be wmore conplele.

Turnirg t2 lecond Corinthiang 1t ics to be noted

50 1 core 10:16.
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that the external evidence for Paul's authorship seems well
eatablished. Irenaseus, Diognetus; Ignativg, Clement of
Alexandria, and Tertulllan, all in the sssond century,
quote it ms Paul's.

he internal evidence 18 algo ztrong. The lelter
glalms &2 bs Paul's and confirms 1t. In reading both
Gorinthian epistles one catches the same stylistie
charecterigtlca.: There ls,to0, the same blending of severity
and tenderness in eaeh.&l

Some sgcholarz thind thet 3scond Copinthlians 1ig not
one letter but a group of letitera. One sectiosn ls thought
to be the Pre~Corinthisn letter,4? while 1t 1s held that
the four chapiers of the eplatle compriss the "Severe
Lett r.™3 dome even separate chapters 8 and ¢ into two
oy wore lettera. However such feats of divisiosn nsed to
be carefully examined.

dany & modern lettsry has transitions as equally
abrupt as those of the different geclions in thig Corinthian
epigtle. I% is true that these partg of 3econd Corinthians

mentisned are like what the lost lehters may have been

41 Y1 Cors 13:2, 2t4 .
42 11 Cor B11%4 through 7ils
A% 1T Cor. 1G: , 13:
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but one must not be rash in reaching conclusions. It need
not be assumed that Paul treated only once such matters as
fornication and the other Corinthlans problema.

It ls sald that these last four chapters, submitted
by some as the "Severe Letter," are so different in tone
from the first nine chapters, that they can hardly belong
to the same letter. Part of the argument adnanced in
favor of the view just noted, is as follows. Because
Paul concludes an appeal for money by praising the Corinth-

44 it 1s asserted that the apostle could not have

ians,
written thus unless the trouble in Corinth had passed and
hig own personal asuthority had been restored. Yet, say
the exponents of this theory, the apostle in the last
four chaptera of the epistle is sevcre in hie denunciations
about false prophets. %Would he be likely to write in both
strains, Joy and severity, in the same letter?

3uch arguments are insipid. The crisis in the
Corinthian church had passed but there was a danger of 1t
recurring. Paul's enemles might atill plot against him, so
there was an immediate need for stern words. In any case
Paul 1s obviously severe also in the first nine chapters.

It 18 true that 1t is not always easy to follow

Paul's train of thought from section to section; but we

4L 1T Cor. 9:
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are not thereby to assumwe that the eplstie iz e compillat-
ion of different letters. It is characteriatic of Paul's
mind thet it moves rapidly from sublsot to subjlect. The
erlislis of false tesching was ovey but Paul harps back to
it from tlme 40 tlme $0 warn agalnst 1t. Assuming that
Seegond Corinthlans iz a unili we thereby are given pesycho=
logical insight into the workings of Paul's mind. Ihosge
whe divlde the doocument into difTerent lediers lack
external evidenge and menusaripis; 1% isisignlficant that
agne of the Fathers, support thelr theory.

The content of the sscond eplstle is sigmilicant.
The Tirst nine chapters of the letter giwe the reflscilons
of Paul's mind on the distreesing experisncee of Imowing
the Caorinthian Christians hed prosiltuted their religion.
Paul says thal he lacked friends and even despalred of
hie life. AL the same time he rejolees In his groster
reliance on God. 5

There are thogs who charge Psul with lack of
¢raedentisls of apoatlesnip bul he ¢lalms he posseages One
thing that cen give authoriiy; that le the call of God,

obeyed, and with regults in the llvee of mwen and wowen.

AE 11 Cors #15=10



There are many examples of the grage of God, wen and
women who are Faul's spiritusl caildren, and such moral
miracles In a cegepool of inlguity like Corinth are proof
of hils a&bass&dorship,ﬁﬁ

Thle letter with its swift changes of subject and
its pesralleling swift changes of wood in Paul, is a human
document, it iz a window inio the very emotions of Paul's
heart. It is the adjudicated self~defense of a wounded
saul, and containg some of the deepest verses that Paul
#rote .&?

The Roman leiter. Turning now from the Corinthisn

lettere we find the book of Romane has gathered gbout it
the sirongeast credentials for Paul's suthors-ip. So
far &é external evidencse lg concerned the genulineneas of
Paul'a penmanship is attestsd to by Clement of Rounse,
Ignativa, P lycarp, Clemeni of Alexandris, Tertulian,
and fourteen othar uwitnesseg of reputation prlor to the

ginning of the third century.

ime internal tegtimony of the letier has convinced

gven the moast skeptical crities.

"RE 11 Gor. 3:2«3; 51203 10-13
T 11 Cor. 3:18; &4:6; 5:14,19-213 8:9 and 13:14.



Paul's mind hed been set on going to Home for some
tiwe beTore writing the letter. Luke records Faul azs say-
ing "I sust sese Eams‘“hBPaul, however, waa unable to visit
the city untll =much later, so he declded o write the
Ohristisng a letier telling them what he conalders to be
the most important truths of the Christian falilth. ™his is
not merely to be Just a formal letier. The eplstle is the
best evidence of Paul's conseiousness of the phenomenal
opportunity of the ocsasion. Paul wanted the Homans in
the Imperial city well=-grounded in the fundamentals of the
falth, and 80 he writes from Corinth. Paul reached Rome
sventuslly but he 4id 80 as a prigonsr.

Because of the conditions %0 which Paul addressed
himeelf, the epletls to the Romans turned out to be the
richeaﬁ legacy left us Dy the early churchs Fhebe, the
bearer 5f Paul's messape 10 the Horan Christlans, carried
under hsr elssk the whole fature of Chriatisntty.”?

The epistle 1igelf makes Ffalrly clear the deestluation,
place, and time of writing of Romans. Fsul near the beg-
inning tells of his wish to go Lo Home, yet he feels 1t

2
necesszary 1o go to Jerusalem;*a

38 Acte 19:21.
49 Romana 16:27

£0 Romens 1:11~18; 15:14~33.
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we date the Tplstle to the Howmans early in the year
E7 AD.y written at Corinth, on Faul's Third Missionary
Journey. EKvidence for this 1s found in Romans the sixteenth
chapter, where Faul commends Phebe, of the geaport of Gorinth,
and greetings are gent from Timotheosus and 3osipater, who had
accompalned him when he left forinth to go to Jerusalem.-t
Gaius, w=0 was baptized in Corinth,52 mends greetings, as
does Erastus the treasurer.>’ These notices will not fit
Paul's visit to Corinth on the 3scond Missionary Journey,
but they do £1it exaetly the Third Hilesionary Journey.

3ome scholars think that chapter sixteen 18 not part
of HRomang but should be congidered a letter of recommendation
of Phebe, writien from Corinth to Ephesus rather than to Rome.
Bacause the chapter contsi-s an unusually larrse numbsr of
salutations, theess scholarg ask how Paul could know g0 many
people in Home when he had never been there.

¥hen it 1s remembered that there was much travel in
the firat century this objection need not seem insurmountable.

Rome was a commerical center and many of Faul's friends may

£] Romans 16:1, 213 Acts. 20:4.
£2 momang 16: 23; I Cor. 1:14.

3 Romang 16:23; 11 Tim. 4:20.
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have been in the clty when he wrote the letter. 1t would
be only natural for him to ma'e the most of friends when
writing to a strange church.

Four reasons are advanced to support the ldes that
chapter sixteen is addressed to Ephesus: (1) greetings to
Prigcilla and &qnila,5“ bacause they were suppogedly in
Ephesuss (2} the reference to Epaenetus, first frulis of
Asls, not Aﬁh&i&,ﬁg because he wag apparently in Aslas
(3) that Paul knew so many Christians in Home im uniikely
aince he never visited the city previous to this; (4) the
gpzoeial description he attacheas to 80 many of the persons
mentioned in chapter sixteen indicates an Iintlmate ascqualink-
ence with the people.

Hone of the objlectiong howeven is lnsurmountable.
It 18 possible that Paul knew many christlens in different
parts; further, some of his well-known friends were in
Romes Tor example he speaks of three noble women, and one
Rufus, and his mother are mentian@d,gé The truth ig thsat
not enough is known about Faul and his friﬁmdé Lo say that

it was impossible for him to have had so meny friends in

EL Romans 16:3.
5& Romens 16:%5 compere with I Cor. 16:18.

56 Ro-=ns& 16:12-13.
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a place he had never assn.

Regarding the supposed pressnce of Priscillia and
4guila in Ephesus they hed gone from Oerinth to Hphesus on
Paul's Second ¥leslonary Journey. Horeover, when Faul
wrote to Corinth these two were still at E@h@sus;57 Kow
here in Rome Paul sends greetinge to them and to the church
in thelir houes. It is sald that it ig highly improbable
that in one year or @o, between the writing of Piret
Corinthians and Romans, Pricilia and Aguile should have left
Ephesus, reached Uome, and esiablished a church in their
house. It may ssem improbable but surely it is not lmposs~
ible« Evidently they were travelers; Tor they bhad jJourney-
ed from Rome to Corinth and then on to Ephosus. It would pot
have been unreasovnable %o go back to Rome after the ediet
af t&efgmperar Clazudiuve. 1This sdioct ordered the Jewe out
of ﬁage. Surely thers must have been a strong desire in

Aguila ¢o revigit their home and the place

Priscilia and
of their citizenship vwhen the way was clear. Further,
Paul mentions th:t they had risked their lives for him.58
It i3 almo st certalin he means in Ephesus, perhaps at the

time of the riot.>? The dsnger then in Ephesus, would be

“BY Acte 18:18-26., I Cors 16:19.
&8 Rowmans 16:4.

£Q See Chapier I.



61

& strong reason for quitting the oity for a while at lesst,
and 1t would be an opportune time o vieit Howe. Thus it is
guite pogsible for Priseilla and Aguila to have been in %he
Imperial olty when Paul wrote the epletle to the Homens.

Faul ealls Prigellla and Aguils fellow-workers in
chyis%.éﬁ There 1g no reason why he should allude thus to
them when writing 1o Ephesus, where the christlisne already
kﬁewrﬁhaa woth of these were assoclated with the work of
the gospel. But in writing to the idopans, & church as yet
not visited by Faul, he calls Priseilla and Aquils friends,
and fellowswdykerg, thus he rooommends himself to the church
at Home and aleo gecks o establlish repport bestween 1t and
the church at Ephesus.

Regarding the objlectlon iv Romeng sixtsen boing
inciuded in this eplistle Decauge 5f the mentlon of Epaenetus
in verse five, 1t 19 %o be obessrved that Epaenetus was
from the provines of Asia but the wverse doze not necessarily
mean he was in Aslaj he pay have gone 1o Rouwe.

In answer to the third and faurth reasong in support
of Epheaus as the destination »f Romsns ohapler sixleen,
these facts need to be noted. TFirst, of the twenty-six

christians that deslgnated, two are unnsmed, and no lesg

B0 homans 16:3.
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than fourteen bear names found in the insoriptions of the
tombe of Caesar's household, who were contemporaries of
Paule« Urbane, Hufus, Tryphena, and nthers had besn saints
possibly of Ceesar's household in FPhilippl and were now

in Rome. 3Secondly, of these twenty~six, not more than
twelve were known to Paul personsally. Thirdly, when it is
remsnbered that Paul heard conceming the Homan christlans
from Prisclilla and Aguila, much doubt om the matter of
Paul's knouwledge of the church at Home ls removed.

The origin of the church at Home ecannot now be
discovered. The doman Catholles clalm Feter founded 1t
in the gecond year of Claudius in 42 2.D., and that he
pregided over it Tfor 2% yeare. The oclatm ig utteriy un~
founded.

Severgl facts oppoes it. For instance, the Roman
letter says noi one word about Peter. If the iHoman
Catholiec ®leim were true; Paul would surely have mentioned
Peter. 'ﬁgain, why ghould Paul write 1f Peter were in Rome
gt the time? Petsr may have vislied Home but even this
ig not eertain from ithe Hew Testament. Hot once anywheére
does Paul refer to Peter’s being in Howme.

The gospel did reach Home at an es:ly date, and we
may think of Peter as the indireet founder of the church

theres At Penteeost Peter was the preacher, and "atrangers
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of Rome,"0l converted there, carrisd the gospel o homs.
Turning now %o the divigionsl content of Romans,
we note that the first division of the book (Chaps. 1-8)
deals with Justification, B3anctiflcation, and Glorification»
Here is Paul's fullest and most aystematic expodgition of
the esntral dogirines of the church. Here he lays vprimary
emphazie on Justification by faith. In the asescond division,
{Chaps. §~11), The apostle treats the problem of the Jew.
Israel the eleet race was rejected; and now the cospel ls
become universal. The third divisien of the epletls com~
prisss chapters twelve 1o alxteen Inelusive. Although 1t
desle with precticel phagses of christlan llvineg this third
gseckion contains zome of Ffaul's richest spiritual sxperiences.
The eplstle 1s, in a real way, & systematlic exposii-~
ion of "my gospel."$2 It is an epletle of “grace abound-
ing;" grace, far surpsssing any foree of svil. Paul was
eongelous that he and his fellow christlans wers living,
in sn order in which a full %$ide wasg flowing into thelr
lives from the ocean of Cod's grace. Homang, th@’galﬁau
ksy to the Jdoriptures, is often referred to as the most

profound compogitlion written by man.

&1 Aots 2:10.
62 Romsns 2:161 5:
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The Galatian Letter. OGalatlans is the earliest of
Paul's epistles and 1% is interesting 0 ses that it
and the Horan letter are alike in doctrine but not in time
of writing. It is hypesr-coriticism te asy that both letters
were writien at the same time. If the internal evidence
proves anything 1% proves they 2re of one wmind and have
one thought. Ferhaps the most striking resemblance ls
found in the thought "we are crufified with Christ.?63
This 1des springs siraight out of one of his favorite and
gentral thoughis, namely thai the spiritual life of a
shild of God is nourishsd by communion. Paul's theme here
iz one of his first, and 1% goes risht back to his com-
version. Years elasped bstueen the writlng of Galatians
and Homans and we might say that Homans 1s the finlshed
mesterplece while Gelatlans ig the rough Dlock.

t may safely be sald that after the close of hls

Pirst missionary jJourney, w-lch ogourrved shortly before
20 A+Ds, Paul heard that there wzs & vohsment effort to
submit the converte la south Galatla fo eir@nmsisianiéa
€ood says that the Jews who had driven Paul out off Flsidien
ﬁntiaﬁh# Jconium, and Lysirs weprs losing no time in gounter=-

attacking, and that they enlisted the help of some Jewlish

65 Gal. 2:20; 8:14; 3127 compare to Romans 6:3-11,
64 BSes Chapter I and 4ppendix I.
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christians who denied Paul's apostleship.C? Paul im hot in-
dignation writes the lettor which is umique in thet it
sontaineg no word of praise.

After the opening salutation Paul stemmly rebukes
the Gelatlan converts for tumning suddenly to a difrsrent
“gaspsi.ggimh@g were migrating io a different epiritual
¢limate. They were forsaking Christ. lheir fanaticism
for circumciaion, in wmaking it Binding on Geniile converts
w28 in effect a denlal of 6hr1st.5?

The external evidence Tor the genuinenses of the
epistle 1g strong. Irenaeus, “lement of Hlexandria, Justin,
the ¥uratorian Canon, all say 1t is Paul’s.

Of all the Pauline letters this one i the most com~
¢ise and vigarous, as Homaneg leg the mozt systematic. Ik
8ieplays the zpozile’s powers of pen rating into the
heart of things. VWritten irn the heat of lofty emotions
god under the streas of feeling, wi ik uimout pazsion he
teaches that 1if ever man iz to be right with Jod 1t must
be by faith .58 His earnest inglstencs on the frult of the
Spirit, which to him proved hisz ideal of "practical holi-
ness,” wag rather strengthensd then weakened by hls plea

for faith g2 the malnspring of the Chrigtlan 1ifﬁ¢§9 The

8% Lieenor D. Wood, fhe Life Ministry of Faul
the ApD ggig {Chicago: The Pilgrim Press, 1912~) p«83=85

68 Gal. 31'5* 67 Gal. 6:1 E;ﬁ‘ﬁ*&» 68 Gal. 2:20.
69 Gal. 5:28~23%.
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3pirit, as the source and foundatlon of holiness in the
soul, ls recelved, not by works, but by faith.Tg This

Galatlan letter marks an epoch in the 1life of Paul, for
it holds the story of hls epiritusl emancipation.

ians, and ¥hilewon, known as the prison eplistles were ilong

Philivpians, ¥phesisnsg, “olosa~

taken for granted as having been writiten during the period
wille Faul wae i prison in ﬁ@m@#?i In recent yeasrs,
however, thsre has been an abienpt 4o aseipn then olther
to FPaul's prison sxperiences at &w&aaraaﬁ?g 0 8 supposged
imprisonment at Eph@gua.?3

The eage for the Usesarean lzprisonwent is weak.
The prison episiles do not seew to fit into the circum=~
stances, for the aposilss every movement at lacsarea was
watched by the Jewsj nor would they psrmit such preachlng
and Treedor ss was gnjoyed during the Roman conf inement .7
Again, it sesms unresasonable Lo suppose that the news of
the different churches, as supplied in the prison eplatles,
would gome via Cresarea rather than Bomes AlsO expectations
of release from Prison are more eaaslly understood In re~

gard to the imprigonment at Rome rather than ai Cacpares .t >

70 Gale 3:2. T3 Aeta. 193
71 Acts 28:30-%1. T4 Aots 285:30=31
72 Acts 231333 26:32+ 75 pnil. 11885 2:23-24,
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There are a few interesting arguments in favor of
the eclaim th:. the prison epistles were writien during
Faul's imprisonment at Zphesus. One of these iz that
Ephesus is cloger than Colosse and Philippl, than is
Rome, and therefore the run-a+way slave could have peached
Ephesus eseily from Colosse. Ansther argument somelimes
offered in defense of the Ephesiap orlgin of the prison
epistles iz thet there wae a pretopian guard in &phesus,
g0 it might fit the oonditious. Also all Paul's gompanlons
are known 4o have been with him at Bphesus. shen in the
Philiprian letter Paul ssnds greetings fron Caesar’s housew
hold and it 1s eaid the phrase "Cassar’s household” could
be applisd to officiale at Zphesus, but this iz noi de~
Qiﬁéﬁg end the phrase mesi naturally poinis (o Howe, end
the Emperor's householdJ® Acts does not glve any hint of
an Ephesian iwprisonment, and slthough Acts does not glve
all the details of Psul's travels it would be expecied o
wention such a big event a3 an lmprisonment. Ihe argu~
ments in fevor of Ephesus are not counclaelve and they are
not strong enough. Thus there is no gsrious questioning
of the trsditional view. Paul wes imprisoned at Howme and

the most natural plaee For theletters to be wrilten was Home.
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Here, he would have had freedom to comp.se the
letters. The run+wsway slave could have easlily gone o
Rome to lose himmelf im the orowd. There would have been
eagy contact with Philippl, Colosse and Sphesus. Hany
friends who were In Iphesus with Paul may have been in
Rome from time o time. Therefore it ls ooncluded thag
the Reoman theory is correet.

The two years of Paul’s ilmprisonment in Howe uay be
dated about 59-51 4.D. These four priamnllezt@rg HOre no
doubt wriiten between these two dstes. Three letters,
Ephesiane, Colossians, and Fhilemon, were written at the
game tlme and were carried to thelr destinatlions by the
game berson, ’fyahieus‘?? These three letters were written
near the beginning of the imprisomment. Iihere i nothing
in any of them {0 hipt the long lwprisonment surgested by
the gerlesz of svents mentioned in Fnilippianst78 Morsaver,
there is no expectation of psleaze ms there 1s in Philipp~-
jans» 19 Thug the three letisrs, Ephesiasns, Colossiang,
and Philemon, were written in %9 or 60 A.D. The writing
of Phiiigpiana i3 dated at 61 A+D., toward %hé close of

the imprisonmant.

F7 Lphe 61213 Col. 417
78 Pnil. 1:12-183 2:25-30; 4:10.
79 Phil. 11265 2:25~24.,



The question as to whom the apostle had in mind
when ¥riting the Ephesian eplistle czlls for consilcration.

< ‘
are omiitted

The words "in Yphesus,” in the 3a1uta%13n,ﬁ
by & , B, the Chester Beatile Faoyri, snd Origen. ¥e

note thet Orizen witnesses to an earlisr text than §

or 33 he witnegses to a secand century text. Urigen

adds a wetaphysical expresalon %0 the salutation, "3aints
who ghare the essence of the stermal.”" Bub if this suggests
doubtful exegesis, it does indicaie that the words "in
Epnegua” were not in the text he had before him. Fvidence
in supvart of the words "in Erhesus” is weak. The reform-
er Beza sugrests that Ephesians is a clroular latter,
intended %o be passed to other churches, bubt written $s5 Eph-
egug in the firet instance.

It ssems nlaugible that the true theory of the letier's
degtination must ¢onsider the following facts. n the one
hand thers is & very early wariatisn in the resding sf the
galutztion; on the sther hand, there ls the unlversal
tradition of the early church thet the destination was
Ephegus and thers lg an absence of any rival claim. In
constructing & 1ikely theory it is useful o remsmbey that

in the book of Acte the ¢ity of Yphesua stoosd in closeat

B0 Ton L:le
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Poesliile relatlon to the province, and that Paul's work
there, as 1t d1d in other caplital cltles may have siood
for the province. It seowe quite feaslible that Faul
addresgsed the eplstle to the ssints st Ephesus but design-~
ed it also Tor other churches, therefore the coples omitted
the addrezs "in Tphesus™ but did aot introduse others.

The Epleile to the Colosslians was written about
the same time as Ephssiana, and sach has in view smoumething
that was menacing the 11iTe of the chursch. Uolidsslans is
more warii¥e in %ome; Ephesians is more constructive and
pogitive.

The heresy which was threstening each was Unostie~
lsm, In its Initial phases. Guostic philosophy belonged
to Gentlle Christlanity, belng a fusgion of Oriental and
Greek philoasophy. It wos natural that 1% zhould heve its
home in the provines of Asir between the Fast and the West.
True, many try to identify this heregy with tho gecond
eentury body of thought, but systems arc not born in a day,
god fully matursd Gnosticlam was no sudden growih, but was
the development of ldegas which were in the alr for generat~
lons. Rudimentary forms of Gnosticism were digturbing the
churches in Agis snd in Colosse, vwhere Judalstle elewents
vere mingled with it =8 well.

These Gunogtics tau ht that the Colossisns ghould

obasrve dates snd moonsg, and that they wers to avold
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eertaln foods as unclean.®l fhey insisted that Christianity
was only preliminary to this desper and vaster philoaphy
of theirss They elaimed that their philosophy was lndeed
the completion of Christlanity. Thelir disclples were sup—
passed 10 be above the common herd of believers; they were
the super men who ¥news

The basic tenet of Gnosileism wss the inherent and
esgsential evil of natter. This presenited the problem of
the wode of creatiom and the relation of God to the world.
1f the world be God's direot eresatlon out of nothing, then
@od is the author of Ewil. On $hw other hand, 1f God be
perfeot goodness and purity it iz impossiole for Him o have
gontact with ispure matters How could ihis gulf be bridgedy
The Gnostics answered the problem with their doetrine of
& series of emapations. ¥These were sesns who constltuded
a hierapehy of mysterious shadowy beings Or entities, each
riging rank upon rank to the throne of God.

Paul oombata this philosophy by stating more fully
the true doctrine of vhrist ss one mediator in Whom all

the fulness af the Godhesd dﬁﬁlz*ag The polson of the

“BL Cola. 2:16.
82 Col. 2:9.
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heresy lay in 1%s dusliism which wrought mischief both theo=
logically snd ethically.

Thsologlically the false ideas siruck at the very
foundation of falth, =ince there could be no incarnatlon
if matter were easentlally evil: Christ eould not have
been emvodied ln Tleshi He gould be only an angellic ason.
This particular phass of Gnosticism was already prevalent
in Faul's day; it was developed later by Clrenthis. The
gthiczl congequences of this teaching must have ﬁ@aﬂ.mv&ﬁ’
@disturbing $0 Fauls. The mizgchief stewmed from the dual«
lgtic presupposition of the iheosry. The argument belng
thet since matier and apirit occupled distimet domains,
the things of sense were far removed from the thinge of the
goirit. Han e2uld thus be free o indulge hies cainal
appetites; hie gpirit would remalin unternished.

Thie doctrins was slyeady evident im the Copinthien

1ol

‘ ) . \ 33 . . e
ghurch, sand was there veprovsd by Paul. Bearing these
facts in wmind one can undersiond Paul's strong sppeal to
the shurches sl Kphesus and Cologee {or conseoyatlion of

the body £o the Lord.ow

“BE 1 Gor. 6
84 Eph. 413 Cols 3:



Thls sawe perverse theory bore an unlooked for resultl
some Oof the christians bepan to inhibit normel bodily
urges by resorting to s life of ssceticlam, believing
that sizce the body wae evil, it must be p&niahed.ag
Too many, however, embracved the license which the teach-
ing impllied, and lived in wentpnnesa. The words of Paul
lafen with sorrow were probably written with this kind of
licentiouaness in mindg, "Por many #alk...whose end is
destruction, whose God is their belly, and whose glory
iz their shame, who mind earthly zhings,”35
Few other boosks of the lew Testameni have sironger
externz]l witnese to their suthenticity than has Ephesliang.
Clement o7 Lome { 96 4.D«) and the episztle of Barnabas
{ 107 A.7. } presents such ¢oincldence of languare azs to
show thelr use of Tphesians. Ignatius ( 110 4.D. ) in his,
Mtetter to the Tphesziens™ has a passage which reads like
an aliusiom to csrtain worde in Faul's epistle, thereby
igplying that Ignatius believed the letter to have bsen
written %0 the Epheegians. The external wiinses alsd

inciudes the Huratorian Canon, Irenasus, Tertulllan and

3% Col. 12:

86 viil. 3:18-19.
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Clement of Alexandris.

Sopgexrning the authopship of Ephesilsna, internal
evidence yeveals 1% ae Paul'w. It has typleal Pauline
expresalona such as, "the exceeding pgreainess of his
power,” and “the esxcesding riches of his grace,“&7

But 1% is argusd, there ig a style inm thils epistle
unlike that of Paul's. Hoffai, for example, suggests that
Fgul always writes in & cascade o7 langusge while Ephesians
is & 810w bright sireas vhich "brims” ite banks, and that
there are hers some long sentences with entangled shauses .58
But sursly the nature of the contsni needs Lo be consldered.
For insterces, the firest three cheplers of Lpheslasns is
almost a prayer. Fsul is not here the fath:r, nor the
fiery compatant; here he ig conteuplating the mystery
of God's purposs for the World, and the siyle beflits hils
high mood of conterplaltion.

Goming to the Colssalan lettsr we nole thal hwre oo
externak evidence of its canonloelty is sbromg. Y¥Yiinesses
$e it include Clemeni of Home, Ignatiue, the MHursaiorian

fanon, Ulement of Alexandria, lertulian, and Iraenasus.

B7 Ephe 11195 2:7.

88 Jamee Hoffatt, _Iptroduction to the Litsrature
f the Hew Tsstament, (Wew York: Tharles Scrioner 8 oons,
911—:) p‘ﬁe ZUESZ0Y .
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Internal evidenoce here is welghly; Tor the epistle
glaime t2 be Paulfe. Harks of Paul's tempersuent, morsover,
are hers aleo, as for example his anxiety For the Colossian
éhristian's growih in grace, his gratitude for thelr reaponse
%o the zospel, his earnest desire for their splritual
fraitfulness, and hls requesi {or prayere in his ﬁ%half,gg

There are some who feel thai the language, gtyle,
and content sre haxdly in the Pauline tradition. They
assert to00 that the lstter combais the Gnostic hevesay,
which had not arisen until after Paul's day. 1o counter
thig laat stateweni, 1% could be advanced thal already
gome Gnostic Influences wers secpling inio the Colosslan
ehureh.

Cthers objeet to thw Faullne suthors-ip Decause of
the larpe number of “hapax lagomena." Dut the peouliar
gbjsot of the eplstle oslled many of these words inmie
uge by Yaul, eince he was cowbailing & pecullar heresay.

It is notesorthy that not until the fourth deoeads of the
last century was the epistle galled in gussgltion., Zven
Ren@n supports Faul as its suthor.

There are similarities befween the Ephesalan and

"HO Tole Lils 41183 Col 1:9-11; 2:5; 1:13-5.
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Uoloselan eplstlea in the doctrinal and vractical sections
of each. These likemesges indicate th t both were writien
at the time when Paul waz refiecting upon "the oody of Christ.”
It must be maid, however, that Ephesians 18 not a mere
sxpansion of Colosslans. The two eplstlss are elmilar and
yet they are distinct.

They arve distinei Ain design and dooctrinsl treaitment.
Colosalans i@ poleniesl, alming at the refutation ol herceay,
while Ephesians 1s dogmetic and serves 1o egtablish the
truth. One 1z speclal, and deslsz with the errors of rud-
imentary Unosticlem; the other is gensral, and 1z designed
for edification. GUoulossians ls an apology, whils Epheasimns
1 an sxposition of grece. Ths wntral ides of Colossiagnsg
te "Ohrist the head" from ¥Whow the body derives nourlshment,
while in Epheelans the theme ig "Christ the fulness.® %he
¢wo eplstles are in a2ceord with one anodiher, the second
being gusgesgted by the flirst.

Of the founding of the church st EZphesus thsre ig
auple informatiosn in Aetsi but of the founding ol the church
a% Colosase we are left %o vomjecture. Uolosse vwas al one
time an important o¢lty; Heroditus and Zenephon mention 1t.
But Hierapolis and Laodloea, nelghboring eltles, had oul~

siripped it in the race for supremacy. Iy the time of the
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apostles, therefore, Golosse had lost much of its glory.90
The clity was in the orovinee of Phyrgila in the valley of
the Lycus river, a trivutary of the Heasnder river. Today
the exact spot of Colosse is sonjesture. Lighifoot says,
*¥ot a single eveni in Unristian history 1s connooted with
its nawe."91 Earthquakes ware v«ry prevalsnt in the area
and chsolk deporits from the river have oblitersted the
ralns of the citys. The church st Coloszge was perhaps one

af the very leasti of the churches, and yei the letier o

[ id

1%t is one of ths greztest. The church 1iself was no

92 On hig gegond and third oplssiouary

egtablished hy Paul.
Journeys the aposile went norith of Jolosse and lLaodlcss
and us %111 the time of writing this letter he had not
visited the elty. During hies thres years at Zphesus, howe
ever, he broughtgreat blessimg to the church thurg.” o
Epaphrasg, who founded the church at Golossge, very lllkely
hed been gsved through 7Faul's mindstry ab hphesus. 94
Epaphras, a Colosszian himeelf, had been a fellow prisonesr

with Paul in ﬁa@eggﬁ where he was held Tor twop years.

G0 Gol. 4:13%.

91 J.3. Lightfoot, 3Saint Paul's Tpiskles 0 the
@tossions and £0 Fhilemon. [London: raciillan snd Uday
%hey 1 b jeR 58-5

92 Col. 2:1 93 Acts 19:26. G4 Col. 17

on Acts 19:10; Tol. &:23 1:7; 4:113.
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He is credited with founding the churches st Laodicsa and
Hierapolis.

Comsidering the brevity and the nature of Paul's
letter %0 Philemon it need not be surprising to learn that
few quotations or references to it are found in early
Unrigtian writinge. 3ince this is & shori, personal letter
there iz little quotation of it in the early church fathers.
The witnesses to iis authenticity, however, include the
Hurator’an Canon, Syriae versions, ‘old Latin version, Teri-
alian, and Harcism.

Origen introduces one verse {14) from this eplistle
in one »f his homilies almost werbatin with these words,
f:hat Paul said im his epistle to Philemon and about
Omegimus." Two more verses (7 and 9) mre similarly quoted
in his commentary on Matthew.

In the fourth ceatury Jerome sald that some would
not regeive the letter g2 taul'w on the ground that it
contained no admonlition or edifleatisn, a lack which is
the distinotlve featurs of the letter. In suppdrt of lts
genninenoes Jerome himself and Chrysostom argue effectlvely
for Paul's authorship. The latter says thal such a letter
ought $0 have been wrltten about such homely matlers. He
volices regret that some blographer did not =0 record

detailas of the liveas of the apogiles.
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There are numerous commendations of the epistle.
Calvin says, "-hile he (Paul) handles a subjlect otherwise
1ow and mean, he rises to God with his wonted elevation.“96
Bengel writes:
A famlliar and exceedingly ocourteous epistle, con-
cerning a private affalr 1s inserted in the New
Testament books, intended to afford a specimen of

the highest wisdom as to how christians should
manage civil affairs on loftier principles.

An article in Hasting's Dictionary of the Apestolic Church

points out th t "Philemon illustrates the refining in-

fluence of christianity.“98

Paul, it may be assumed, was
not without some roughnessg in his nature. Perhaps we have
a hint of this when we read th:t he "outraged the church”
or "mede havot of the church.">? The verb Av,um'vo,ld‘_
is used of an army ravaging a couttry. In the LXX the
word 13 used in the Psalms of a boar in a vineyard.lol It

is the glory of the Gospel that it refines, in the truest

98 John Calvin, Commentaries on the Epistles %o
Timoth Titus, and Phllemon. (Michigan: . «i.B. Erdman,
1948.) p.

357,
97 John A. Bengel, Gnomon of the New Testament. A
New Trapslation. (New York: Sheidon and Company, 1862)
P-5 : VOlo III~

98 James Hastings, Dictionary of the Apostolle Church.
(New York: Charles 3cribner&s Sons, 1918) p+ 213, Vol. II.

99 Acts 8330
100 Pg. 80:13.
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sense, & man's nature, naking him a opnsiderale and a
courtecus gentlemans Hvidence of this faet ig found in
Paul's epistle to Philemon.

Onegimus had run away from his mester ai Uplosse and
had elther robbed him or had in some way caused loss to hinm,
{18) and Paul offers %o make good this loss. Even in the
Heman metropolia, whither slaves were wooi Lo see¢k
anonywlty, Paul'e gospel met caught Oneslimus in its wmeshesa.
It is enly conjecture how Paul found hizm. The meeting nmay
have been accidental in the styeets of Rome, or pressure
of want may have induesd the aslave 0 seck help from one
who was known in his mseler's Pamily for his generosity.
Perheps the memory of mowe solemn words, which he haed heard
in the upper chamwber at Colosse, haunted hism In hia lone~
liness until he sought Paul. At any rate th:i:ough the
apogtle the elave of Philemon became the frecman of Jhrist.

EZlaves were a ec¢lase of degraded men. They owned no
properiy; their very persons were noi their oun. [hey
nad no lepal status, and were lnvariably tortured under
examination. Often for the amusement of the on-lookers
slaves were compelled to fight in the arens with gladi-~
ators and wild beastas., If the glaves multiplied they were
glaughtered. Hven in Greszce indiseriminate and blooddy
alaughterwﬁf glaves was 8 pastime. O(n one sceagion four

hundred wen and women were slaughtersd by the senais
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glmply because a master had besn killed by one of his house-
Bold. J(heres wers -ome kinder masiers in the ancient world
and no doubt Philemon of Oolosse wss one of them. 10 be
gure the Uospel at any rate made him & chanred man. Faul
nu sk now faece at First hand the guesiion of slavery. But
how? A frontal attack on slavery would have been unvuise.
33gvery was part of the warp and woolf of the Homan Empire.
It would have bezsn foolish for one man to try to withstand
it. Here is Paul's strategy. He instructs the slaves to
recognizes and be obedient to their nasters. He ls careful
to avold 1dentifying the church with the revolt of slaves.
At the same time Paul vpreaches the truth of univorsal
Christian brotherhood. I% i3 by the patisnt-oreaching

of this truth that the leaven of the Jospel ie to destiroy

101 “hen masters are regenerated by the Gospsl

this evil.
they will voluntarily free their slaves. Thls approach
goea t0 the ront of the evil. It s&aaks to the heart of
man and when the heart of the master iz stirred by divine
grace, and warmed by divine love, he can no longer hold hise
fellow~men in servility.

The regult of the lstter was to issue in a more

enlightened coneclence as to the itreatmsnt 07 sleves,

101 Gol. 3:23-24.



a altustion which was eventually to lead to the ultimate
emancination of all slaves held by Christisn masters.
7pes Cnesimusi® == the words seem to tremble on Faul's
lipsg, but vhilemon mumt 4o the emancipating. FPaul looks
to the day when every Onesimus will be treated by every
Fhilemon as z bsloved brothey. 7This letter is the
pivine Tmancipation Aet."

Philirpians completes the number of the prison
epistles. The external evidenoce for thiz lebter isg strong.
Clement of Rowe and Ignetlus depsnd on it+ The first
direct reference to it ocours in Polycarp’s lstier to the
Pnilippian church, in which he aays, "For neithsr I nor
another like me can atiain to the wisdom of the blessed and
gloprioug Faul: who coming among you itaught... and wrote
letters to you."fac atwv Tucv €)’/’¢if€v Ewer TeNds .  That
Polycarp knew well this letter, is beyond doubt.lO2

The Aifficuliy iz to accoount for the nlural ussre
in "letters,” since there is only one Fhillpplan letier
in the New Testament Canon. Lightfoot gays that the plural
is used zometimes of a letter of importance, but others

say thet here the plural ls a real plur&l»le§

102 9. G Lightfoot, Seini Fanl's Epistle t3 the
Fhilippians. {London HMacliillan and Cos Ltd., 19287.) ps 138

3..{73 Zbiﬁo‘ BPe l‘fi‘au
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Agcordingly, some of the latter regard “irst and Jecond
Theassalonisns and Phillpplans as forming a Macedonian
group» Pertullian and Zahn so regardsd them, and probably

Polyearp alss.104

sthere explalined the use of the piural
by Paélycarp by saylng that it is not unlikely thot many
letters may now be lost which were probably szent to the
Philioniang.

Diognetug (117 A.D.J), Justin, Irenaeus, Tertullian,
and Clement of Alexandria guote from the Philipnian epistle;
the lsst threse refer to it as Paul's.

The ideas and feelings of the svistle meem unguest~
lonably Fauline, as for cxanmple the expression of intense
d&?&ﬂi@n,lgﬁ the strong affection, and his prayer for the
gpiritusl welfare of the ﬁhu?eh.l

In view of the strength of the external znd intsrnal
svidence fev and weak have been the attacks on the ecanoni~
city of the epistle. The nature of ine attacks suggest the
extremity of hyper-criticism.

“usstions have been ralged rogarding the unity of

the letter. The third chapter bepins, ""inally,” as though

108 Theodor Zahn, JIntroduction to the Hew leatament.
{Grand Ravids: Kregel Publications, 19%3.) pp. BE35-8256, “ol.I.

108 Phil. 1:20.
166 £hil. l:?“‘g; k‘:lu
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Paul were about to finlsh lmmedlately. 107 anather pussags

is goon introduced howsver, which eontinues into the Pourth
ahapter»log “oreover, 1t is polinted out thzt the passape
beglnning with the eighteenth veras of the third chapter
differs in tone from the rost of the letters. It ssems %o
refer to some danger (possibly that of false teachersl,
while the greater part of the epistle is sunny In
atmosphere.

Two possible explanations are susgeated. First,
Paul was Intermpted in the writing of ths letter when he
heard of sgsone fresh interference of $he Judaizing brethem;
gongequently, h@ voleed his fearas {or the:Philipplan gon-
verts. Second, it is suggeated that this change OF theme
in the letter is a fragment of anoiher epistle combined
with this one when a eollectisn of Faul's letters wes
being made. (H.3. Polycerp's "lstiers,” above.)

In favor of the first suggestion certaln facts
are to bz noted: (1) rhere is no mesnugeript authority
to support the theory of a break at this voint (3:1)
in the epistle. (2) Those who sugrest ithatl there ls a

fragment of another letter inserted are not agreed ag Lo

107 Fhile 3:1.
108 £hil. 3:13‘*&?:45



where the imterpolation ends.l0% (3) fhe eplstle nresents
the Imrression of unity} it doeg not gonerally sug est =
patch=uorl ef '¢ct buv reth:r a unity. Dods writem, "The
fresh beginning and coniinuence of the letievr, cven in a
different tore needs no further explanatiorn than it Tinds
in the ardour and rapidity of Paul's mind."10 There would
then seem 0 be no sound reassn for bresking the epistle
into two Jetters

Paul was obliged to write %9 the Philivnian church
beceguse it had need to put right = wme things. The apostle

exhorts the people Lo uniity in the face af ?agans,lll

and

he admonisgheg them to shaw the mind of Chriest to one

anothe .12 It would sponear that the parties in the
Fhilipplan church werc not like thosco among the Corinthians..
Here there was no dlvielon eaucsed by false teachers and there

wag no rporal laxity az in Gorinth. But there were murmurings,
11

\34

and two women were causing friction. T™hisg mention of the
women in Fhilippians le remarkably in harmony with the ace~

ount of the founding of the church at Philippl in &cts 16.

109 Some gay Phil. 3:19; others chp. 4:1, and yet
others ghp. 4:3..

110 Marcus Dods, An Introductlon g_:_ fhe FKew Igsi~
sment, (New “ork: Thomas .nittaker, 5ible House, 1503
B 1324

111 Phil., 1:27-203 112 Phil. 2:3,5-14.

113 Phil. 4:2.
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Bengel says the gun of the epistle is, "I roloice,
rejolce ye."114  he theme is the Joy of the Christian and
this vervadesg ths whole lettere The ground of [0y i1z the

115

Lord, nolt ciroumstancusg. Paul blds ithemge bellovers

realize the yreatnese of thelr herliisgs In Jssus. ¥Philippi
pridsd 1iiself on belng a Homan eplony =-- & minlature of

6
;e“r.ll In the evlgile Paul

!'ﬂ

the Igoerlal Sity on the
reminds these Christians that "they are a colony of Heaven,"
and that they wust observe the customs and lawa of thelr
true fatherland on high, not those of a corrupt warld.ll?
He drazws a conirast between the traditions and lawg of

this colony of Howe and those of Heaven and hasg some ithings

to say about the joy of walting for the Javior from Glory-.

Surely, he writes, sinece christisne are in fellowship
11

B

with the glorified Lord, they sught to bs jJoyful.
fhe Fasioral Letters. lherc are three letters in

the Few Teatarent lmown as the pasitorel eplaties, two

to Fimothy snd one to Iitus», there arc & few seeming

sz apparent in the chronology of the events

k-ﬁu

discrepanc

114 Bengel, “Gnomon of the Hew ZlTegtement. (Mew
York: Sheldon & (0., 1008., Po GEe, Vol.ils

115 Phil 3:13 4:4. 116 Acts 16:20-21.
117 Fhils 3:2@, HofTat .
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recorded in these letters, and these vproblems deserve our
attention. Implled inm First Timothy ig ths ldee that Faul
left Iimothy in Ephesus to go t9 ¥acedonla, intending to
return to Ephesus ghortly. This Hacedonizn visit cennot
be plazcsd in the Third Yissionary Journey because during
that Journey Timothy had gone to Mzmeedonis beforoc Paul
left Ephesus.ll? 4 second instance is that in the Epistie
to Titus, Pauk has recently sailed from Cretes from whence,
1t secms, he has Titus g0 to the Greek mainland to apend
the winter. Again, 1t is @ifficult to find roow in the
ihird misslionary Jdourney for such z vislt to Cfete, since
the only visit in Aeile 1g the voyage to Romey 2rd at thad

time Taul did not lané.ige

Cther discrepancies appearing
in Second Timothy are in regard to Paul's recent missionary
work in the Tasty hiz imprisonment, in which he calmly
faces martyrdsm; and Irophimusg, who on the Ihird Hlesgionary
Journey had accompanied Paul to ¢ erasalem, has now been
left behind in HMiletus. Here 1t is imposaitle 40 harmonlze
the episile with the first imprisonment at Rome. 7The ¢on-
glugiszn seemp inevitable th=t Paul was acgultied on the

- 2T
first trizl at Houme and waz zet free. x

115 1 Tim. 1:3; 3:14; Acts 19:22.
120 Titue 1:5; 3:12; Rots 27:7-13.
121 II Tim. 4:13-20; 7:8; dgtg 21:29.
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%hat evidence ls there for Taul's relssse and for
his sseing f&rﬁh@r misslonary work? HMentlon is mede of
a Macedonlan and Cretasn visit in the Pastoral Tpistlss,
and even 17 thege letters should be proved 4o be the work
of another writer than Paul, 1t witnesses to an esrly
tradition in the avnostolic chureh that FPaul 414 revisit
the Macedonian churcgh and Crete. If the Pasiorsl ¥Fplstles
d41d not exliat and 1f it were left to indevendent speculat-
ion, the suppositlion of FPaul's releese would be more
probable than the contrary.

Paul wag exvecting relesse »hen he ¥rote the
Phillippian lettsr. Since the Imperisl authorities had
not yet begun thelir persecution sf the Christians no doubt

122 Homan

Paul's apoeal would have proved succegeful.
tribunsls wers ususlly Just end they would not condeun
any man, and especlally 2 Homan cltizen, unmlese he were
proved coriminsl. They had previously slways been falr jo
Faul .

But by August of 64 A.D. persscutlion was not only
in aetion; 1% was violent. It was then that the Zmperor
Rero, looking Tor e seapegost to carpy the stigma of hilas

own misdesds, caused a lsrge prrt of Rome to burn up snd

158 Phil. 1:126-26; 2:243 Phil. 22:



then blamed the Christians, who were of gourse wilthout
lofluential friends. Tradition holds thut both Peter and
Psul were martyred at Rowe durlng Hero's reien. Eusebuls
{67 A.D.) and Cerome, (68 4.D.) seem to support thisz

id@a.lz3

It sppears highly probable, therefore, that Faul
was execuls? between August 64 A.D. and 68 4.D. But the

tud yesrs' imprisomment at Dome, mentioned 2t the end of

o

Acts, w»ill not carry his 1ife beysnd A1 or 62 AeDJ12H

Thus 1t gecms credible that Paul was relsased from the

]

imprisonment mentionsd ati the end of Actsz and thet he
%ngaieﬁ i& furthey migsion work.

Independent of the Dastoral Fpletles, there weg a
tradition of Feul's rslicase in the early church. EXugeblus
28789 ﬁhat after Paul had maode hisg defense in Zome the
aﬁaqtia went agalin to the ministry of preaching and that on
his coming 8 second time t0 Howe he was umsrtyred. Clement
of Rome (96 A.T.} savs regarding Paul, "laving taught the
wnole world righteousness and for thst end having traveled

even L0 the utmosi bounds 2f the Hest, he at last sulffered

125 the Hibbert Lecturss, (London: willaim§ Norgate,
1883-) Ts Uls

124 See Prison Zpistles 8bOVE«
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martyrdom.” 3ince Clement was writing from Home he surely
must have known the facts of the case. 'Uimoat bounds of

the ¥eat™ can hardly mean fome iteelf. If this be interpret=-
ed as the stlantlic cougt it nerwonizes with Paul's definite
intentlon to vislt 3pain followlng his aojourn in 1ta1y.12§
Ligntfoot, llarnack, Ramsay, 7Tahn, and many others agree that

Spain is nt@néedclgﬁ

there seems tD be ample room, then,
for the Pastorasl FEpistles in the 1ife of Paul, though not in
that pert of his life recorded in the book of Asis.

“hen an attempl 1z wade 10 reconstruct the slory of
Pgul's closing years and hls martyrdom, 1t seeus plauselble
then that the apostle to the Gentiles was released {rom
Home znd thai he started goon after this on a missionzry
Journey %> Spain, when he was about glxty years of age.
A1l the detalls of Paul's movemenie in the FPastoral Eplatles
Zeem t0 belong to the closing year of his life. 4&fter this
trip to Spesin he went ito Kacedonle, and to Crete where
perhaps he found & church. He nad intended gpsuding the
winter on the Jreek mainland} perhaps he Jdid before golng
again to Home in the spring. At all events iﬁgis probable

that it was in Some that hls arrvest took place. ‘hers 1s

“{ 3¢ Romans 15124.

126 ¥%.¥. Remgay, Saint Baul the Traveler and coman
Gitizen. {®ew ¥York: G.P. Putnem's Sons, 1004.) p» 255




another pogalbility less likely, that he wag arreated at
Fraas.ig?

ls gecond Imorisonment left him, without meroy
in the hands of Nero. Paul,; like all other prominent
Chriatiana, w:s a marked man. Christianity wazs forbidden,
Christiane deserved death, and now there was "no szafe place
for Paul on earth.” e geema to have been incarcerated
in a miserable prison; 2nd tradition says thst he was
beheaded about two milss outrailde the Ostian Gate ~-- which
statenonts Tind some supnort from Glemwent o Home end
from “istory.

Faul in that dawp dismal cell lopge For his warm
elaak.lgg Thig 1s one of thogs intimate touches which no
farger wolld be likely to eall to mind. Indeed, many schol=~
arg vho objJect to Paul's suthorship of the Pastoral %pistles
admit these fragments as genuine. %ho bul Paul would atig-

® and

matize himself formerly 2= a "huckstering Zully,
"the chief of simmera?™2® HenZn saye that some prosages
in the %pistles in question are so beautiful thst the forger

o . , o,
muat have had some of Paul's nstesol3 2uch an sdmiesion

TTTIET 11 Tim. 4:7
128 II Tim. 4:13:

129 I Tim. 1:11=-17; S:2%; II Tim 1:8-12; 2:1-15;
Titus 2:11-14; Zi1~7,12.

130 The Hibbert Lectures, (London: xllllams Horgate,
1898.) p. 103,
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ought to give pause to those sceptically inelired. It is
imposeible to bresk the Epistles into Pouline and non-
Pauline gectlons. Yor 1s there any bresk in the unity
within each of the three. That the writer was familiar
with Paul's epistles seems perfectly clear. DThnt he was
quoting seems vrobable, but he could be quoting himself .ol

There iz a falr amount of external ewvidence to the
sanoniclty of these epistles in the literature of the
segond century. In letters frowm the last guarter of the
geeond century there are direct references to I Timothy
{3:1%5 and 4:3}, whlle in the Tpistle of Jlement of fiome
there are echoes of T Timothy {(2:8) and Titus {(2:4=8),
Isnatius also refers to FPirst and Zeoond Timothy. The word
for "refresh™ in II PTimothy (1:16), found nowhers else in
the Bew Testament, oceurs twice Iin the writings of Ignatiue.
Polycarp, besides ghowing sdhoes o7 the Pastoral Epistles,
has 4 distinct quotatism from I Timothy (6:10): "That the
1ove of monevy iz the beginning of all evil.” It must noi
be Torgotten that in the Didache we find words chapracteris~
tie of the Pastorsl Tnistles. In the Epistle of Diognetus
we heve @ variety of guotation of a werse in I Timothy

(3:16): "For which cause he sent forth the word, that he

T30 17 Tim. 2:21; I Time 5:18; I Cor. 9:9-14.
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might appear unto the world..." After the wlddle of the
second century thege FPastoral "nistles were recognlized ags
Faul's an? were freely quoted as such. The eéxtsmmal evid~-
ence, therefore, comsg early and ig abundant. It is remark-
able that in an elsbornte attack on the authentizite of
the Pacztorsl Irlstles, Moffat makes little or no reference
to this external evidencs.lBa
Re do Enowling, in referring to the internal svid-
ence in gupnort of Faul'sg authsrshin of this Znistle, says
thot the lsrge number of porzonzl nemes in them 1z very
strl%ing-133 ¥any of the nzrsone nemed are ndt met in
Acta, or in Hther Paullne letterg, and a man who wae com=
cocting a letter in the cacond century would have taken
names thot were “nown.

Ag to intermal evidence for Faul's authorshln

four Aifficulties present themselves. The flrst has
already been rezolved, nasmely the historlesl sltuastion
cannot be fitted into the =i>ry in Acts. A second objection
raised ia th:3t the en?-tles imply a church organlzation

considsre. 1y in advanee of the Pauline age. Dut in the

132 Cheyne and ilack, Encyclopedia Ziblica.
{London: Adan and sharles 3lack, - 21 1V. Dpe BUT79-
ECO6 .

133 Re«le Fnowling, "The Testimony of 3t. Faul %o
Christ. (Hew York: Charles J@ribner s Jong, 1005.] P+129-

13E.
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light of these letters thig oblection scems unfounded. The
truath lg, we find in the Pastorel fpistles m‘pr@aisa
eharacteristic of Paul's time, t(hat g the plurality and
eguality of presbyters In esch church. There is no trace
whatever of an eplecopacy, which 12 a much later develop=
ment in church government. Paul addregsing the presby=
ters calle them bishops when emphasizing their ruling
funetiong. 154 Sishop and presbyter are two vords for the
sawe officer. Again, in wrlting to the Philipplans he
speaks of "bighops and deacons;” 8o thit in Greece and
Hacedonia, as late as 60 A.D«, there were two orders in the
local miﬁiﬁtry Just as there were in Ephegus three years
later.l>Z paul appointed pr&ahyﬁﬂﬁa to tare chsrxe of the
loeal ahurchgl§6 yet the word ”ﬁr@abyter” nevoer sceurs
autsi&ﬁ the Fastoral Ipistles, only the word "bighopy”
which mesng the same. ue Tind the sawe ipference in (lewenid
of Bome, and slgo in the Didache, in the early yoers of the
geeond eentury. The firast sign of a thr@efald‘avﬂer Come 8
with Tgnatius (115 A.D.j. ¥With gharacteristic dogmafﬁsm,
and fangticism, Ignatius insists th¢ three orders are

& P o iyt e mer it "
negegzary to & churchs Other refercnces wight be mentlion

Afiﬁ’Aetﬁ 20:08.,
135 Phil. 11
136 Mtus 1:5.
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ed. But 1t seems to thie writer that there is no reasonable
doubt that the Pastoral Spistles are first century docu-
meénta.

The third difficulty ralsed against the Pauline
authorship of the Fastoral Epiletles is that a more develop=-
ed form of heresy is portrayed in them than was prevalent
in Paul's time. It is sald that these Epistles are the
work of a combatant of Gnosticism of the second century.
But is that the case? Just what 18 the nature of the
hereay attacked here? The author has freguent allusions
to teachinrs which he regzrds sg a waste of time and
dangerous to spiritual 1ife, and often apeake of them as
oppoged to "healthy" doetrine 137

The false teachers vere admirers of the Jewish
Law, and they probably 1aid claim to special "'nowledge"
aa oppog=d to the common herd of teaehers.138 Tlmothy is
urged %o turn away from thelr contradictions.

The heretical teachers also belleved that matter was
evil and on this bellef they based a code of agceticism
which forbade marriage, and certain foods .22 But human
nature is apt to express 1tself against any form of extreme

aceticism (as wsag observed among the Colossian Christians)

137 11 Tim. 2:2%, 17; I Phim.1:10; 6:3. 139 I Tim.4:3.
138 T Tim. 1:4~7; Titus 1:1433:9; I Tim.6:20.
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by outbursts of violent living and 80 some of these ascetics
"creep into fawilles und lay captive silly women burdened
with sins and stirange 1ust3.”1#6

hnother heretical doctrine was that the Resurrect-
ion was past.lgl This was based on the visw that the body
is wholly evil. If this were so, the personality of a
man wiald be talnted and incapable of existing in the abaoiu~-
te perfectlon of Heaven. These peosple probably regarded
the Hesurrection as the Zecond Birth of the 3pirit on “arth.

In all this there appsars to be oortaln elements which
geém to resppesr in Onosticlem. But the conditlion descoribed
in the FPastoral Eplgtles would suggest a soll prepared for
Gnosticigr rather than e developed hereay. Indeed the con-
ditions to which the Pacstoral Eplstles are addressved seem
to have mome of the characteristics of the situations in
the Colosslisn church.

The apostle has no grester contrast than that be~
tween the complicated endless talk of these falsge teachsrs
and the dignified simpligity of the Gospel of Jesus Ohrist )2

In opposition %o this nonsense which occupled their minds

140 11 Tim. 3:6,
141 I1 Tim. 2:18.
142 I Tim. 1:11.
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to the exclusion of eound doetrine, Paul gives a simple
statement of his ereed, "Cod was manifest in the Plesh,
Justified in the S3pirit, seen of angels, preached wunto
the Gentlles, believed on in the world, receiv:d up into
Elary.“1#3

The fourth diffioculty with respect to Pasul's suthor-
ship of the Pastoral Epistles has to do with voeabulary.
The three letters are related by the usge of a certain
gommon voecabulary; for example, "godliness," and its
eognates; "teaching,” often used with sound, pure, good};
and other distinetive words. On the other hand, some
erities point to the large number of words pecullar to
‘the three epistles. Though they contain many of Paul's
favorite expressions, of the 897 different words used,
304 are not found elsewhere in Paul's writings; that
is, one in three words.144

It ghould be remembered, however, that a man's private
letters mizht be expected to employ their own peculiar
vocabulary. It had, too, been five years since the Frison

Epistles were written. The Ekind of theme being dlscusged

15% 1 Tim. 3116

144 J. A. B&ngal, ‘BAmmon of the Hew Testament.
(New York: Shelden and Co., 1862.) p. 497, Vol. II.
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would alsgs warrant sowe departure from the norm. Be that
a3 1t may, there is dsnger ln over-astressing thiz factor
of vocabulary. Diction is but one phase of the whole.

The style in these eplistles under consideration is
less vigorous than that of Paul's previous letters. The
writinga to Timothy and Titus are of apostolic quality,
yet the exuberant vigor and reserved strength of the
earlier letters sre missing. [he explanstion ls very
probably that{ Paul wsa wépldly approaching old age. The
intengity of hie 1ife without doubt enacted heavy toll in
his lzst few years. It should not require 2 strétch of
the imagination to say thet the Bagtoral Hpistles are the
work of Faul the agzd.

Sumpary. It would seem then that the evidsnce.
would lead us %0 belisve that the epistles of Paul came
early to hold a position of authority in the church. The
apoatle was the witnese to and interpreter of Christian
doctrine. Even those epistles originating in some passing
or personal incident, acquired a psculiar value not only
vecause of Faul'e position of leadership in the Christian
eommunity, but also from recognizing that he apoke as the
oracle of God.

In the apostolic fathers numerous traceg of the use

of Faul's epistles were noted. The only two direct



quotationg from the New Teatament found in the Fathers arc
taken from Paul'e eplatles. The Tirst¢ found in Clement of
Rome ia taken from Faul's ~irst STplstie to the UJorinthiuns;
and the 3econd, in ¥Folycarp, is from the Zplatle to the
Philippisns. In sach caase the eplstle ls mentioned by

name as the writer addresses the same church ag Paul did; and
in each case the writer 1ls confTident that the readers will

be well acquainted with Paul's episties.

&lthough thege are the only two direet guotations,
evidence has been pregented that these writers were famil-~
far with the episties. (Qlement of Rome useés Romana, I Corin-
thians, and Tphesians. Ignatiues uses I Corinthiens and
Ehhesians. Polycarp makes use of eight of Faul's epistles;
Romans, I and II Corinthians, Galatiane, Philipplans,
“phesians, and I and II Iimothy. Clement, in his letter
to Corinth, Fives a list of thirteen sins, elght of which
ocour in Homang (1:20-32}, in the same order, and he adds
a remark similar to Paul's.

Thege references, together with the others whiech were
studied, teatify to the fact that certain kew Testament
books were in existence st the beginning of the second cent-
ury. But this evidence amlsgo suggests that church leaders
of East and west and ehurch people generally were well
familiar with Paul's apostolic language. Atisntion muet now

be given to the eontent of that langusge.



CHAP THR IXI
SUBJECTS OF PAUL'S TUACHIN

Just as the cventral theme of the Bible is the
representation of Chriat, 0 it ig in all of TPaul's teach~
ings. One of the laiter eplstles from his pen, Cologsians,
wag wrltten when he had been & Christian for thirty years.
And in this epistle Christ iz as central as Fe is in Paul's
e¢arlier writings. But how could 1t be otherwlse? For
gurely never was z man's conversion experience more charged
with the presence of Delity. Out ¢ the excellent glory
Jesue spoke to Paul. And now Paul had 2 problem with
which to grapple during the three days of blindnessg and
during the years in Arabla. ZXow he glvee the answer to '
thege perplexitiseg, and that angwer, he had from Chriast
Himaelf .

In the lizht of his new experience in Christ
Paul had to re-~think all "is ideas on God, man, and the
universe. As Galileo led men to a right perspeciive of
the physicsl heavens, s0 Paul wasg 1o enlarge wen's ocon-
geption of the sgiritual heavens.

Faul's teaching concerning the deity and lordship
of Christ is very pres:nt in all his epistles. Wwe recall
that even in Galatians, written 45 or 49 &.D. and no doubt

the earliewt epletle, this great tcecher bsgins by selting
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Christ sharply over against men by bracketing Him with

God, "Paul, an apostle, not of men, neithecr by man, but

by Jesus Christ, and God the Father."X From the start then
the apostle quletly affirms Jesus as divine; His lord~
ghip 1s accepted by him without question. Expression such
as; "God sent forth his 3on..." are to be found generally
in the letters,® showing not only the fact of Christ's
pre-existence but aleo that he shared in the essential
nature of the Father.

In I Thessalonians, (52 A.D.) Paul, the monotheist
who 1s very Jealous of the rights of Jehovah; regards.
Jesus with God as the source of divine power. He with
the Father is the source of peace, grace, and all othsry
spiritual blessing. Further, the church of Thessalonlica
is in God and in Ghrist.3 The Thessalonlian Christians are
in the Lord Jesus Christ ae they are in the Father. Thelir
life accomplished in Him. They are as one in peril and
suffering with the far-flung churches ln Judea, but they

are all in Christ."?

1 Gale L1:ls

2 Gal. 4:4: Romans 8:3,32.
53 I Thess. 1:l.

4 I Theass. 2:l4.
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In this first short epletls to the Ifhegsaloniang
Paul calls Jesus "Lord" more than twenty times. In gll
Paul's eplaties the title "Lorg" ia;uaad at least two
hundred and fifty time: of which it oecurs one hundred
times in the exprossion "Lord Jesus.' The term "Lora®
in the New Testament epistles eguates absolute deity.
In the LXX Lord 1a the translation for Jehovah. vhen the
New Testament quotes am 013 Testament nassare containing
the word “Jehovah," the designation is Prequently anplied
to Jesus.© warfield gays when Jesus 1s ocalled Lord, "It
1s the definite ascription to Him of universal absoluts
dominion not only over men, but over the whole unlverse
of cereated beingsb"ﬁ

Occasionally a verb number furnishes help in inter=
pretations ¥For inetance in I Thessalonlans (3:11) we
read, "tow God himeelf and our Father, and our Lord Jesus
Christ direct our way %o you." 4 key to understanding
this verse is in the Greek verb,farev@vvac , which is in
the eingsular number. Hence, Christ le one with the Father.

in the prerpzative of hearing and ansvwering praysr. The

% Romans 10:11-1%; Is. 45:23; Romens 1431113 Fhil. 2:10,.
6 Benjamin B. warfield, The Lord of dlory. ({(Mew

York: Americsn Tract Soclety, 1985 .) p 223
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sane ohgervation may be made regsrding the use > tio wrb
&)"""7%‘“5;Soés,ru/oddee'ru,cr-raw[g-u ¢ 11 TT Mossslon=
f1ans (2:15=-17) "Mou supr Topd coaus Chrd 2t Rimsel?, and Cod
even our Fathsry wileh hath loved us, and hath glven us
everlasting conzdlatlsn..eqonfort our herrts an’ eatab=
1ish you..«" Zhriet is pleezd first in thie instsroc and is
reprzasnicd as 2gual 10 the Father as the g3 ros of love
and welliosirg.

These are the early er!stleg. Hetween t cee and
the lator prigon spictles astond Corinthisnz and orang.
I Corintriang sets forth Jod asg the Taihsr o all nature
and especially o7 the redesmed. The tipht chapier of
Iz Corinthisna (v«d) halds a meaningful cancepdt. “Though
he was rich, yet ar your ﬁn&ﬂm hWe beomme oo0r, that ye
throuzh his poverty =ishit be riche” e sdvent of
the 3on 2f God in thilg world mesul Lorovorishuente-soch ag
men o nev: r guits undsratand. The wio-oristent One,
becane poor inm becoming men. &n loterszting commentary
on t - se words comes im Ihilizplens (2:7-11) where 1%

ig an'd thed Chriet oxisted oririnsllr "in e Torm of God."

Y Cor 816
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the wvord "romm® gkvﬂfq i denotes reslity sr well as
arpesrance. oOuy Lopd ig revenled nol ouly s o seemed
L9 be but as e way in resliity. The ninth chapter of
Howans llkewise spesks of Jeeus as Cod: "Uhrisl cwney who
1s over all, God blsssed for ever "’ An atiempt has been
wade to conrcirue Lhe last phrece of the quotelion as &
doxology. Sut sound exegesis suprely requircs that 1t be
applied Zirveetly O cesguss Thur Lhe A.V. and the ReWe
virgiong and others apply 1ts Uad 1t not been for the
historic conbroversy conesrning ihe deity o Chrict probe
ably no other rendering of this woerse would ha%& besn
suggesteds If a doxology were intended would 1% not be
1ikely that the word ™Blessed” would stand es firast word?
In 30 places in the LXX, wheu a dozology is intended

guch an order voeurs: thet is, "bleseed” stands First.
Turthermore, & 4doxology here would be fiat snd polntless.
It the words be taken ss releriny &9 Chriet then thers

ig 8 contrast between the human and divine and the passape
flowsg smoothly. A similar contrast occars in the Tirst

ghastor af vomang «F ihy should there be objsctlon 1o

O owans 9:5.

G Dovang LiBed,
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Jesus aeg God inm this verse in ths ninth of
Romans when in the f0llowing chepter, [laul definitely
gives Jegug a place which Jehovah alone, according {9

10 1t is

the 0ld Testament text, has a right to occupy?
slgnirficant to note here the view of the derman scholar
Meyer who says thut Paul never uses the expression Ofds 11
of Christ; "Surely he must have overlooked the fifth
v=rge of Homans chaptler ninaglg raul's remark to Titusl?
i reslievant in this roegard. [he R.V. Harginal rcecading
says, "our great God and 3aviour “Jesus Christ,” o
predicate @€6s or Ghrist is not inconsistent in the
writer of Colossions,}? "For in him (Christ) dwelleth
all the fulness of the Godhead bodily." If Paul thinks
of Christ as God 1t is natural that he should ecsll Him
God in pvésgagea like Romang chapter nine. Thus Heyepr's
poeition can hardly ve said to be sustained.

There are three more pascsagee on this: First, in

; &
1 Coprinthians Christ is spoken of ag "Lord of Glory. w13

70 Romang 10:11-1%.

11 H. &, ¥« Meyer, CIritical ﬁﬂmrﬁx335§ﬁ3 Yand~
&ooh to the wpletle to the {opans. {Hew York: Tun &
amwﬁ , Fublighere, 17 k. ;D.Eﬂ.

12 fomeng 9:5. "of whom ag conecrning the f1cgh
Chriat came, who ia over all, God blessed for ever.

13 Titua 2:13. 14 Cpl. 2:9. 15 I Cors 2:8.
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Secondly, in Philipplane, Feul says, "God also hath highly
exalted him (Christ) and given him a nams vhich ig ghove
every name ,*16 Trirdly, in RHomans At 1le stated that

"God commendeth his love toward us, in that while we were
yel sipnors, Chrigt dled for um¢”17 Hov ean the death of
Christ prove the love of God unless Christ be one with God%
The fact of Jod's 1ove menifested in the death of Chriat

12 strong evidence of the divine wnaity.

Buty the Faullne doetrize of the 4lvinlity of Christ
dogs not depend on individusl possages. One need not
gearch for it; on the eontrary,; osne cannot get awar from
11,18

Peul in tre Colaselans letter,l? gets forth Ohrist
as tre imape 8 the imvisible Jody as the Oreator, and
ag having pre-eminence in all thinrs. The Son sppesars
as the antecedent to the crested univcorse and thersfore
belongs to the etcrnal order of belng.

Christy in ™e rlatinn to the Chureh, is pictured

as the head of the body. Ue has first rlsce in 811 things.

T8 Phils 2:10; Is. 45:8%3 18342:8.
17 Romana 8:8.

18 J+ Greshan Machen, The Orlgin of Paul's Hellgion.
(Grand Rapids, "loh.: Frdmans Tub. LOss 1987+) De PG

19 Colae 1:18-10.
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A3 the Son is the head of the physiesl creation, so is
He the head of the new apirituzl erestion; and e is ao
because of Hls death and resurrection. It pleased the
Father that in Jesus all thc fulness, thet is the toisl
Plvinity,; should take up lasting abade‘ga

»g h-ve geen that the deity of Christ is & major
doctrine with Paul, we suall now discover th it ihe coross
of Christ receives equal emphasis. Paul comsiders the mean-
ing of Christ's desth ag among the Pirst truths of CThriste
1anity.21 Jegus s a Divine Being, why then, 4id ile d4ie?
¥hat brousht such a One fron ths glories of 'lerven io
the ghameful tree? There must have been a dreadiul need.
Christ’s death must have been bound up in Cod and nan,
and 1% muet be @f cosrnic signiflicance.

Light on the answers o the question is found in Paul's
convergion experience. 2 & "harlsee the death of Jesus
put His Hesslanic c¢laim out of court. Though Tsalgh had
gpoken of the suffering Hessiah yet the Jewlish tcachers
and rabbis were sirangely blind to thls aspect of Gld
Pestarent tecaching: and the Pharisees ghared In thls

blindnesz. A suffering Messiah, eapeclally by shameful

30 0ol 1:15, 18-19.
21 I Gor. 1‘5336
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death on a cross, was an idea unthinkable to the Jews: but
one day Faul war to write, "Chriszt erucified,; unto the Jews
a stumblingbi&&k, and unto the Greeks foolishmess; bub
++sChrist the powere..and the wisdom of God."@2 1lic one was
80 deeply couszclous of the seandal of s eorucifixion ae
Saul, in hig pre=Christian days. How eould the would~be-
Hesalah who ended in orucifixisn be anything but a pre~
tender? But when the glory ¢f God in the face of Jesus
Chriest shone on him and in him, things became diffcrent
for Sauls The new man, Paul, gaw the Oross no longer as
digsater and defeats ‘hen he looked up to the glory of
God thut day, he saw & smitien faece In the wvery heart of
Gody a love that had been mocked, spat on, 2né ecrucified.
¥hat & revelation ! Theny the light of the Regurrection
had shown the Crueifixion as the workling out of the

diving purpose f0r mane. Thig Jegus was at the very heart
of the Unlvzrse !  Paul lnew now what his Oogvel was
Thug 1t was that Paul could exclaimy "The preaching of

the crosg..suntdo ug vhich aré saved, it 1o the pover of
G@ﬁ’WQB

¥hat Faul means by being smaved iz undoubtedly saved

B3 T Cors Lia3-0k,
2% 1 Gors 1:18.
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p

1

3

from the guilt, penaliy, and the nowsr of sin. Mull :
free forgiveness of sins through the grace and merlit of
the Cruecified One was Paul's in the moment of hls convers-
fion. And he is writing out of hig own deep heart-sxperi=
ence when he peng Romens, "vhile ¥e were yet ginners,
Christ died for us,”aﬁ or when he writeg in I Timothy

"I wes before & blasphemer...but I obtzined meroy."20

Faul 1s a8t oms uith the tesching of the »rimitive churdh

in ascribing zalvation from 8'n to the {ross of ﬁhrisa.ag

Y¥hat §t$§héﬂ2? and ?hilipgﬁ nreach,; 8o ﬁn&ni&ﬁﬁg gays
to Paul, that sins ean be washed away nov, sinece anione-
ment has been made. Porgiveneas of sing through the (Opross
was a truth that was to be forsver imprinted on Faul's
mind and the recurring theme of the apostle’s preaching,
“Christ died for our sing."™°
It is here in point $o enguire into the meaning of

the declaratlon "Christ died for our sins.” Writing in

Iz Qariﬁthi&nﬁEl ?ani seys, "Ihe love of Uhrist constraln-

eth usi because we thus Judge, thzt if one died for all,

“BE Homans 5:8. 26 Acts 3:1%-19. 28 scts 8:3%.
o5 1 Tim. 1:13. 27 Acte 7:52. 29 Acts 22:12+16.
30 I Cors 15:3.
%1 II Core. E%iéw
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then were all dead.” Battles have been fought over the
stagemcnt "one died for all" (Umép i.e., on beralf of

or for i notavri instead of or £or.) In somansg the
same preposition 1s used. "Christ died for ua-”32 There
are other pa-aages in which Faul says "Christ died for
ug.">> In all these capeses the preposition 1515#%3. Faul
never uses ayri in refevence to this subject.

In his book “"The Atonewent”™ Taylor points out these
facts concerning Paul's use of tcnr:‘/a gnd then dogmatically
agserts that the work of Christ "is far from belng thet
of a subatitute.”gg Another exauple of & similar sweep*
ing assertion is in Hastinge Dictionary; which says
that the 3eriptures never state that JVhrist dled avre
but Uméf and that this latter 1s opposed to Bibliecal
theology w-ich teaches legal substitution.3>

But legal substitution is clearly taught by our
Laxd,36 "The Fon of man came...to give his life a ransom
for many” (AvT< WoMTv), Hla death wee 2 ransom; that
1g "instead of man." In any caae, does Gw?f shut out all

35 Hatt . 20:2@ "

%2 pomang 5:8

33 As for example Romane 8:32; Fph. 5:2; §5:2%;
Gal. 3:13; Titus 2:144 I Clor. 15:3.

34 Vincent Taylor, The Atonement in Hew Testament
feaching. (London: The Epworth Press, 1940.) p 125,

35 Jamee Hagtings, Dictlonary of The Blible. (N.Y.:
Charles 3ecribner's Sons;Edinburgh:, {QTT.) Bos 2T =311, Vol.Ill.
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ldea of substitution® A.T. Robertson in Jhe Hinister snd
His Creek New Tegtam@gf’? comments on the use of GM‘/J in
buginess documents inm the Egyptian Fapyr1.3a In & number
of these documents \"J'n‘f/bea.rs undoubtedly the cenge of
"inatead of ." Tar example, there 1g the sentence, "I
have written thie on behalf of somesne elee,” thet is
{natead of," “in place at:"ﬁ'm’/cwld be used alzo in
papular spesch in the senge "instead of." There are two

Bew Teatament pazsages where fiﬂﬁ/ carries the gense of
"instead of .® One 18, “Onc man should die 'for'all the
people;™? the other is "Christ...being made a curse ‘for’
ﬁﬁ?&iar "in bur room instead,™ ae the preachers of a
past day termed it).

*he objective examination then of the nhrasge in
11 Gorinthians "one dled for 211" would seem to show
clearly that substitution ls the very heart of the meaning
af the death of Christ. |

But yst another doctrine weg of paranount imgmrtance

in the teaching of the great apostle. The death of Chrilst,

;’5? %+ Te Robertaon, The Minister and His Greek
New Testament. (FNew York: Goorge H. Doran Co., 10235.) Pe35.

38 See Appendix II.
%5 3t. John 11:80
40 Gal. 3:13.

431 11 Cor. 5:l4
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Paul fecls, can never be separsted from the resurrection
of Christ. The two for Paul comstitute one great event.
Together they form the cowplete Gﬂspei.&g ™he apostle,

in his well kmown Corinthilan ahapaar,“3 shows deep concern
for this theme, the Resurrection.

In the twelfth verse of thls chaptsr some are ment~
ioned who demy the resurreetion, not of Jesus in part-
icular, but of the dead generally. These malntained that
there was no resurrection of the dead. The phiase in verse
twenty nine,cﬁhk SAws(not at all), ssserts & universal
negative. But to deny the resurrection of the dead is
by lmplication, says Paul, to deny the resurrection af
Christ,

Faul begine thls great chapter by wmarshaling
witnesses of the resurreciion of Chriet, witneasses both
t¢ the faoet of His burisl and Hig resurrection. Thus
there is impllied that Paul bases much on the physical
regsurrection. Harnack has drawn a now-—famousg dlstinet-
lon betwsen the Zaster Hessage and EBaster Faith. "The
Easter messape,” Harnack saye, "Tells of that wundafful
event in Joseph of Arimathaea's garden, which however no

eye saw; 1t tells us of the emply grave into which a few

42 Romans 8:3%4.

4% 1 Cor. 15:
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women and disciples looked; of the appearance of the Lord
+++83 glorified that His own could not immediatcely recog-
nize nim... FTaster Falth ls the conviction that the
grucified one galnsd a victory over death; that Cod is
Juet and powerful; Jesus stlll lives... ¥hatever may
have happened at the grave and the matter of appearanges,
one thing is ¢ertain... This grave was the birthnlace of
the indeastructable belief that death is vanguished..."
Jne may retain falth even though one may not belleve in
the physical resurrection of Christ, or even if one 1g not
sure 44

The Corinthlan chapter in point is totally antagon-
istie to Harnacks Tor here Pzul reglsters unequivocally
his faith in Christ's bodily resurrection. Some recent
writera insist thut for the modern wind the solution of
the resurrcction must be paychological and subjlective.
Belief in the resurrection of Jesus was created, they say,
not by an objeetlive experlence of the diseiples; rather it
came subjectively from the impact of His personality on
His immediate followere. These modern writers are of the

opinion that the disciples were convinced that Jeeus, with

44 Adolf Harnack, vhat 1s Christianity? (New York:
G.P. Putnam’'s 3ons; London: williame and Norgate, 1903.)

pps 173-176.
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80 vital, transcendant, and divine a personality, could
not be conquered by death and an objectlve experisnce was
not needed to prove their belief.

“hen allowed to gpeak for themselves, however,
these disciples desl s shattering blow to all such notions.
The first disciples were led to believe in the resurrection
of Chrlst becauge of the empty tomb om the third day, and
also beocause Christ appeared to them 1in person.

In sorting out the witnesses in I Corinthiasns
chapter fifteen Paul mentions that He was geen first of
the disciples of the Lord and of "abdve five hundred
brethern;” then he adda, "last of all he was geen of me o 45
Paul continues by saying, "If Christ be not rissn then lis
our preashing vain, and your falth is also vain. Yea,
and we are found false witnesses of @aﬁw”4ﬁ Thereupon
this apostle to the Gentiles writes that passage in which
he allows his soul to think for & few brlef shuddering
moments of a universe with no resurrectlon, a universe
with a "Blsck Friday" but without an Faster morning. Vor

a moment he peers into an sternal night, and he trembilés

at what he sfees.

RE I Cors 15t5=8.
46 I Cors 15:1%
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Faul in that empty blackness becomes aware of three
things. First, 1t has no message. "Our preaching is vain"av
(k€vds ), emptyiikqpvy#e--that is not the mechanical act

of preaching but the content of what 18 preached, the
meggage 1tgelf iz worthless. There ig nothing worthwhile
to say, only an empty shell is left. Theee are strong

and emphatlic words Paul uses.

Jome liberals would disagree with Paul by asserting
that they themselves have a good deal to talk about; for
example, the teachings of Jesus and His peerless example.
Such topics Paul by no means ignored, but they did not
congtitute the heart of his message. If that were all he
had to proclaim; Paul felt that he had no Gospel t0o preach
to a world sunk in sin. The peculiarly saving virtue of
Christ is in these two facts: He is very God, and being
such, He died and rose agaid flor our salvation. If there
be ne reasurrection; not only is the apostle terribly de-
luded, but Christ himself is the world's greatest imposter.
Thoge who deny the resurrection of Christ nust reckon with
eongequenc 8 of the greatest moment.

e have sald that the apostle trembled as he con-
gldered for a moment a world with no reaurrection. For one
thing, as we have seen, 1t would be a world vold of the

meggace of salvation. The second thing he 1s drlven to see

ﬁ I Core 15314-
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is simply this: with the resurrection standa or falls

the faith of the Gﬁriati&naha The wmmikfvis s (empty) is
used sgain in regard to falth. In a univorse with no
resurrection of Christ faith "operates in the void," and
there 1s nothing on which to lay holds. "But if hé {Christ)
1le dead in the grave your faith is vain," says Maclaren,
Because 1t grasps nothing but a shadow, and 1t is vain,

as being purposelesa; ye are yet In your ains»"&g A dead
Christ means & falth that ism,mdTates , that is futile,
vain.gg 3uch a faith effects nothing; it makes no QLffope
ence in the lives of sinful men=+"Ye are yet in your sins."
There iz no atonement for gﬂilﬁ, and no deliverance from
the power of alns 4ll of whleh of course is contrary

to the experilence of the Christlian.

Paul makeg a third discovery in thlg fleeting moment
when he considers & regurreotionless unliverse: this ls,
that those who “have fallen asleep in Christ" must needs
have perished.’’ And such is the inevitable conclusion
of all who refuse %0 see the resurrection as a glorious

reality. This must be the dirge of such: "And all our

B0T Goars 185114,

49 Aleyandﬁr Maelaren, 'Expositions of Holy Scripture.

3t. faul's En &0 the Corinthians (HeTethebs Armatrong
& »,«92’15) 1 l

50 I Cors 15:17. 51 I Cors 15:18

{p.'z
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yesterdays have lighted us to dusty death.”

But after the shudder, the shout of victoryl It will
not keep! Convinced thst things are otherwise Paul ex-—
claima, "But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become
the firstfruits of them thut slept."52 The expression,
awapXa (firstfruit) alludes to the firstfruit which was
the firat harvest shesaf presented in the sasnctuary on the
Passovsr 3abbath .59 The firet ripe sheafl was always con-~
gecrated to CGod in antlcipation of the great harvest to
Pollow. It wam on the day commemorating the Fassover that
Christ rose from the dead. And 30 Christ in his glorionus
regurrection is the "firstfruit" of our final resurrect-
iOﬁ-S& The resurreeiion begun will be consumméted in the
final harvost-gathering at the Lord's csming»EE

This word,TWapevdo <,¢{e~:aming.) oceurs in the papyri
to indicate a royal viait. This Second Coming will indeed
be a royal visit for final Salvation end Glorification.56
Paul 1ooks forward to thst time wheny the last trumpet

having sounded, the last day will fade into eternal dawn .57

B2 1 Cor. 15:20 56 Matt. 24:

E% Lev. 23:10, 57 I Cor. 151823 II Cor. 5:8;
Phil. 1:23

54 Cole« 1:18; Rev. 1:15.

&5 I Cor. 15:23
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APPERDIX I
The Question Concerning the Identity of the Galatians

A question pertinent to this study is, "sho are
these Galatians (o whom Paul wrote?" Does the term re-
fer to those who were Galatians by blood or was it a
political name for all the inhabitants of the Roman
province of Galatiaf®

“e note thot the country of Galatia proper had a
curious history. In the fourth and third centuries B.C.,
a great wave of wandering tribes of Gauls moved weat ascross
Europes In 390 B.C. & horde of these attacked Rome, but
failing to oconguer it they settled in large numbers on
the Atlantic ooast. 3o 1t was that southern France became
known ag Gaul., Others of these irlbes moved east again,
more than 20,000 of them erossing the Helleaspomt into 4Asia
#inor about 275 B.C. TFor the next forty years they were
to carry all before them. In 230 B.C., Atlas I, king of
Pergamus, drove them out from the rich citles of the west-
ern coast of Asls Minor into the high platsau of the in-
terior. Here they settled into an agriculturel way of life,
giving thelr name to the country -- Galatia.

From south west t0 north eact the province was about

two hundred miles in length, the souihern boundary belng
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about the widdle of Agia Minor. The Galatlans were

always known ae & distinotly rural people, possegsing

féw towns. Thelr chief city was Ancyra, the modern Ankara,
the center of the Turkish government. “hen the Konana
took over the provinee the Galatians withdrew to the in-~
terior. In 25 B.C., Augustus made Galatia a Homan province.
Using this country asg a nucleusy he added on the north
east, part of Pontus, known a3 Pontue Gslastiusi on the
south vest he added part of Phyrgla, known as Fhyrgian
Galatiaj; and on the aouth he added most of Lyconia.

On account of thelr good roade these two southern reglons
became politically and commerically the most important
partas of the province.

This question that never has been fatisfactérily
settled ia, "Doea the Galatia of the Hew Testament refer
to the comparatively small region in the north, the origin-~
a1l Galatian settlement, or to the more important southemmn
annexations to the Roman province of Galatiat"

In support of the "Northern Galatian Theory," we
have such scholarg as Lightfoot, 3almon, Yhase, Moffat,
and Ge G Findlays The other theory, advocsted by Ramgay
and others, secms to the writer the sounder view.

In I Peter "Galatia" beyond doubt refers to the

Ronan provimce comprised of Pontus end the other addition~
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al reglons.’ Is 1t not 1lkely that Paul with his keen

sense of Roman oitizenshlp would also use the word "Galatiag"

vith the same meaning? Ramsay, “ahn, and others, asay

that Paul always thinks and speaks with an eye on the Rom=-

an diviglons of the “mpire, that is the provinpez. Be~

cause of hls Roman citizenship he adopts the irperial

gtandpoint and wrltes like =2 Roman. In his references to

Judea and Arabia, he iz consiatently imperisl in outlook

and 80 1t 1s most likely that thls is the case with Galatia.
To furthsr substantiate the clalm that the term

Galatia refers to Zouthern Galatla it is elgnificant to

note some facts in connection with Faul's reference to the

Roman provinges' c¢ollection for the poor at Jerugalenm.

In I Corinthlans® he ssks the churches at Corinth to choose

repregentatives to bring thelir contribution to Jerusalem.

In E@m&ngB he gpeaks of the fund nzde for the saints at

Jerusalem, by the churches of Hacedonia and Achela, two

of the provinceg. Galatia is mentioned in I Corinthians %

Paul elsewhere> gives the limt of delegates: (1) one

repregentative of the province of Aels; (2) two represent~

1 fﬁgetar 1:1. 5 Aota 20:4.
2 I Copre 16:3«4,
% Romans 15:26.

4 I Core 16:1.



atives of Macedonla, (Thessalonica); {3) two from isia
and, (4) Gauls of Derbe and Timotheus of Lystra. Thease
last two presumably acted also as repregentatives of a
province =~ Galatia, Since I Corinthians® shows that
Galatlia contributed, and sivce Derbe and Lystra, the enly
sontributing ecitlem mentioned, are in southern Galatia,
it is not unreasonable to belleve thet in Faul's thinking
Galatla means southern Galatia.

The ilwmportant point 1s that Af Psul were ever in
north Galatias the first time he would possibly have reach~-
ed 1t must have been on his gecond mlsgsionary journeys
that 1s,; after the Jerusalem Councll in 50 A‘D.? e
are t0ld that Peaul had the decrees of the Council with
him, 80 1f the Galatlsnaz, to whom the epistle is written,
were in north Galatia, then when Paul preached he would
have had the authority of the Council to support him.
Thus the Judalzing teachers, inslating on Clreumelision,
would never have made such an impregsion on the Ualatians

as they had done, evidently from the eplstle. J0 the

B 1 Cors 16:1.
7 Aats 16:6.
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eplatle muet have been written befors the Couneil of
Jerugalem and the Galatlsan churches wers also evangelized
on the first missionary Journey through south Galatia.

A couple of minor points are to be notsd. Barnabas
was well known in the churchea of Galatlis. He was with
Paul only on the apostlel first missionary journey;
when the churches in aouth Galatls were foundsd.® The
disturblng activities of the Jews within the church gives
evidence of Christian Jews being in the Galstian churches.,
There 18 evidence »f guch Jews being in south Galatiaﬁg
In & 1ist which Philo gives he does not mention the north
Galatliansg.

It 18 slao lmportant to note that there is no mention
in Acte of churches established in Morth Galatiae« Even iAf
the statement, "they had gone throughout Phrygia and the

region of Ga}atia,“lg

mearns Paul went to north Galatla
(and 1t can hardly mean th:=t), 1t dces not prove that the
epistle was written to the churches there. There 1s no
mention in this statement of the founding of churches, but
gimply the story of the apostle's rapidly passing through

the region to accomplish the work of the Moly Ghost else~

g Gale 2:13.
0 Acts 14:16.
1C Acts 16:6
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where. fThe most that we may take from the statement ia
that on hig second misglonary Journey Paul may have passed
through the western sdpée of old Galatia, there making a
few dlaciplea but founding no churcheg.

The north Galatlan theorists regtiriot the fisld of
Paul's activity to Galatla proper. 2ut the more the sphere
of operation l1e restricted the more 4ifflicult doss 4%

become to believe that the churches of Galatia are to
b@ S?Ufht iﬂ ‘E?‘liﬂ ﬁmall &l’lﬂ hy@@theti@ﬂl fi@l’ﬁﬂ Aﬁd 113

becomes increasingly hard to understand why the churcheas of
gouth Galatia, which have ao many referecnces in Actsy are
heard 21 no more. To make the North Galatisn theory posaible
we must suppose the north Galatlana entered Christlan history
for eicht or nine words in Acts, had an eplatle, and then
diaappearedall e note that 1P the Galatian shurches do

not refer to the churches of Antloeh, Iconium, Lystra, and
Derby, they are left without correspondsnce of Paul's,
although they were the firstfrults of hlaslabors among the
Gentiles and were frequently visited by him.  FPaul must
have boen golng north, ac he would be according to the

Jouth Galatian theory, and not west, as the North Oalatlan
theory would have 1%.

And agaln on hia third misslonary Jjourney Faul set

11 Acte 1636,



131

out from Syrian Antioch probably traveling over gouth
Galatia into Phrygla, part of Asia« ® If the forth Galatlan
theory ie correct Paul's journey becomes incredibly complexs
Taking all these factors together, and weighing the
meaning o7 the text, vrresents & atrong convorgence of
probebilities polnting to the 1dentification of the Galatians

ag the converts of the first missionary journey.

12 2cts 18:23.



APPENDIX II
The Fgyptian Papyri

Papyrus 1s an Egyptlan plant which now grows only
in the southern parts of the country. In ancient times
1% grew in the northern regisns, especially in the BWamps
of the Nile River. It rescmbles sedge or bulrush and
is abouy elrht to ten feet-high. The ark which Joochabed
made for the baby Moses was constructed from papyrus.
Legend claime that this plant la ms important for the
growth of man's mind as wheat is for his body.

Primitive paper (papyrus) was mede from thé white
pith of the plant. 7Thls pith wes cut into long stripe,
aoaked in olay weter, and laid side by side ou a teble
with ghort strips pleeed seross thems: All the strips
were then cemented with N4le mud, or other stloky sub-
stance, rolled with heavy rollers, beaten, and dried in
the sun. A?ﬁerwards they were scraped «ith shell or bone
and thus (brown) paper was mude. 1% proved durable. Some,
which we have today 18 thought to be four thousand %o five
thousand years oid. The earllest papyri which we possess
go bacgk to three thousand years B.C., that 18 one thousand
years before Abraham.

During recent years papyri from about 300 B.C. to

600 A.D., have heen discovered in very large gquantlities
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in Fgypt. Ihese include willa, accounts, znd lettera;
and they are of concecrn for anyone interested in the era
when Christianity wes first taking root.

Txcavations made in the sands of Egypt have brought
these documents to light by the hundred thousand. They
have usually been found 1n rubblsh heaps, It seems to
have been the custom in Egypt not to burn waate paper,
but to put 1t outside the town and let the gand covsr
it. Some heaps which have been unearthed were twenty
feet highal

Sand hos a preserving influence, bul sometinmee
the papyri are found in pleces znd prove diffiecult to
plece together. Great aptitude is needed to be abls to
read them, but highly siilled men can s metimes fill in
omigslons accurately.

Hot only the rubblsh dumpe, but tombs also are rich
in these papers. 3lnce the Egyptians bslleved in the con-
tinued existence of the goul they put coples 30 the de=
ceased's bezt loved books with him in his torb.

In two respects these papyrl possess Interesi for
us, namely, for the light which they sometimes throw on
meanings of New Testament words and the 1light which they

cast on New Testament times.

1 NJ.B3. Deuts 33:19, "treasures hid in the sands.
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Schelers in the mid-nineteenth century sald that
1f we could only obtain e lorge number of pri-ate lettera
belonging to the beginning of the Christian era, and writ-
ten by persons who did not think that thelr writings
would be read in ages later, we would hove a unigue way
of lsarning Hew Testament <reek. New Testament Greek iz
different from Classlcsl Creelk, and for agez ascholars d4id
not know how the difference came abouib.

Some aald that we have in the HNew Testament the
language of the ioly Ghost; a sacred language, oOne not
in common use. GCranted it is inapired by the Holy Ghost,
the question remaing what language did the Holy Chost use.
It 1s & remarkable dlscovery that these papyrli should be,
by and large,written in the langucge 6f the common psople.
It i@ not the languczge of great literature, nor of the
great Greel writers gererally, but it is the langusge of
the fireside, thekoc ‘v»’ , COmmON USAZe .

The lettors from the sands of lgypi, dated from the
time the New Testament was written, show that #lth the
exeeption of one or two books all the New Testament was
written by working men to working men. The Bible even
uges eollogquial (market) expressions. This meant that
Wyeliffe only dld for England what Hatthew, lark, and Faul

did for the whole world.



Classical Greek at that time was an srtlistic language
which no one spoke. lew Testamemt Greel was the langunge
of the social and buslness intercourse of colonists,
goldiers, and merchants, and wag used in writing and speech
all over the world. Alexandey the Great by his eoonguests
gpread a varlety of (reek 2z a kind o7 a world language.

It was in this language,Kocvae , that the New Testament
was written. Paul, Luke, and the author of Habr@wag
however, sometimes use a llterary style much hirher than
that found in the papyri. Conwervative scholare maintain
that it ig a redical error to suppose that becausc the New
Pestament was wrlitten in this perlod 1ts language is cheap
and vulgaer. The New Testament riters used eomrnon spesdh
but in a2 very uncommon way. Uven Paul, genius as he was
and educated as he nust haove been, wWrotc in the common
Greek of his day, lifting 1t at tizes to a grond loftiness
and occzglionally eaining a new word to fit hlsz noble think-
ing.

%e note soms varisties in gramnar in both the papyrl
and the New Testament as compared with Classical Greek.
In the New Testament, for inctance the neuter plural 1is
uged with either a singular or plural verb, the use of
the peraonal pronoun 1s more freguent but the possesslve

pronoun 13 used less frequently. The optative tense of

2 3ee Appendix 111



136

the verb 1s in the New Testament Greek disappearing, for
example,,anlycvocro » the optative, mesning may that
not be, or God forbld. The future participle occurs leas
frequently. The growth of the passive voice over the
middle voice 1s marked. The interchange of EV and éZS
1s to be noted, and only the context can decide sometimes
whetharefs means into, in, on, or upon. This does not
mean that the prepositions are synonymous, but theological
conclugions must be drawn with care.

‘e now turn to the light which the papyrl throw on
the meaning of words. There are words we can explain
in the New Testament by comparing the (Classlcal Greek
usage. But when we come to the Tgyptian papyri we some-
times find a suggestion of a more vivid Interpretation. The
papyrl throw no light on the deep trutha of the HNew Testa-
ment but they sometimes do reveal the meaning of word.

For example a word, the meaning of which was known
long agoy but on which the papyri revealed further light,
isTatd aywyos(achool master or child leader). The word
indlcatea a well-known individual in rich famlllies of
ancient times. Usually he was a falthful slave whose duty
was to bring the master's sons to and fyrom aghool, guard-
ing them from danger. In one letter (papyrus) a father

writea to his son to say that he regrets hils old teacher
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has left him but ig glad that hisz old Wat§®ywyes will
find him a new teachers Paul comparce the law to the
TacFaywyos which 18 to bring us to Chriat -»3

In one of the gresat passages in the third chapter
of Phlllpplianag the apostle says that all the things he
had to renounce for Shrizt he counted as CAV fGala(dung);
that 1s, refuse or bits of mest flung out to the doga.
(Fromk vwv ﬂd’A:\w)

Another word used by Paul MS“]/““‘ ~-and translated
"logs™ 18 in the papyri. The meaning suggests, bonea
thrown out to the doge in the street, and the word ia
also used as "dung," "refuse,” "soraps." Compared with
the feagt of 8at things everything else ls refuse. In
an earlier part of this third chapter (Philippisns),
the apostle refers to "doga.® He ié paying in eff-ct that
thoge who know not Christ live a 1life on the streets
gee¥ing to pick up scraps from the musty dust binas Those
in Christ are at home in the Pather's house.

There are of courge NHew Testament words not fpund
in Classical Greek, the meaning of which 1s uncertaln.
There used to be a list of hundreds of such words buf
now they have been reduced to fifty. The papyrl are ree
gpongible for helping to fix thelr meanings. An example

of one such word ia the verb " to turn upside down ."#

3 Gal. 5:24. 4 Aots 17:6; 21:38; Gal. 5:12.
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(RvaoTaT 0w ) This verb which cannot be found in
Ulassical Greek is found in a remarkable letter among the
papyri. 7This letter from the second century, seems to
have been written by a schoolboy, and it is an intereat~-
ing human document. I¢ is an impertinent letter written
by a spoiled ehlld. Little did he think that he would
be read by people the world over some eighteen hundred
years later. This letter shows that the word dvasTaTow
(upset), referring to the child's wother, was in popular
uge and as such 1t adds a vivid touch to its use in the
New Testamsnt.> It would be the natural word for the
loafers in the market place of Thessalonica to use, "These
(apostles) have turned the world upside down."S

These papyrd are aignificant, too, for the light they
throw on the life, thougnht, and religlon of the times. They
are indeed a tressure house of information, belng as varied
as 1ife itaself. For example, in A.D. 29 a man complalins
of hiz wife theiving, and leaving him. Even achool
exercise books are among these papers.

The moat startling letter of all those found ls

dated June, 17 in the ysar 1.B.C. 1t was written In

§ Gédrgé'ﬂilligan, 3eleatiang,?rmm the Greek Papyri.
{Cambridge: At the Univergity Frefia, 19;0-5 pp. L03~10E,

6 Acts 17:6.
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Alexandrisz by an Tgyotisn workman to hils wife. e epeaks
of 2 child whom he loved and of an expectcd child.
"Hilarion to Alis...greetingas,...] beg and beseech of
you to take care of the 1little ohlld,; «s.If...syou bear
of fspring, if it be a male, let 1t live; if it is a
female (e"pq&e ) expose 1t."7T This throws a lurtd 1ight
on the age in whioch Christ came.

Huch information is avallable on the cruel hablte
9f the heathen world. %hen a chlld was born 1t was
lald at the feet of the father and if he wished; he
picked it up, that is, he kept 1t. If he preferred,
however, he left the child in a public place to5 be
coellected by traders in childern, who took them to
rear for evil gein. Even Plato and Arlstotle counten=
anced such debauocery if the childern hsppened to be
defective in some way. It took Christianity to put

an end to 1it.

7 George Milligan, Selections From the Gresk Papyri.
(Cambridge: At the Universify Fress,19I0.) ppra~s3.




APPENDIX TII.
The Authorshlp of Hebrews

The authorshilp of the book of Hebrews hae been & nuch
discussed problem. We note at the outset that to demy the
eplstle to Paul can be scarcely be regarded as heretical
since men like Luther, Calvin, Salmon, and Machen felt that
1t was the work of another.

A difference of opinion on the matter prevailed in
the early ehurch, which difference formed a mark of cleavage
between the Western and Yastern Churches. The former was
againat the ldee of Paullne authorship. The Zplatle of
Clement of Rome, 96, the earliest of the non-Christian
letters, quotes Hebrews freely, and in so doing shows that
Hebrews had canonle¢al and apostolic authority; but Clement
does not name 1te suthor.l The Huratorian Canon, 170 A.D.,
reckons that there were thirteen epistles by Paul but
Hebrews 1a not included among them. Thls negative trad~-
ition of the “estern Church becomes, ln the African branch
of that church,a poslitive denlal of Pauline authorship.

T@rtulli&ng gays that Hebrews was written by Barnabus,

1 George Salmon, An Historical Introduction to the
3tudy of the Books of the New lestament. (London: JO&n
Murray, Albemarie 3iresty 100U4+) p- 420

2 Ib&gng P ohld,
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& man recognized by Paul as his equa1.3 From the way in
which Tertullian refers to the eplstle we gather this
wag not his own private spinion but the opinion 9f the
cehruch he represented. e have no means of mowing how
that opinlon arose.

In the Eastern Chruch the popular bellef was that
Paul was the author. Yet that view was held with soume
reaservations by scholars like Clement of Alexandria, and
Origen. These men believed that the eplatle came indirect-
1y from Paul. 3uch & wvlew arose from gertain pecullarities
of the epistle which seemed to indicate at least the
possibility of Paul's authorshipe. At the end of the second
gentury Clement of Alexandria says that Paul wrote the
epistle in Hebrew and that Luke carefully translated it
into Greek. Origen says that the thoughts are Paul's,
but the language and composition belong to someone else
who recorded what the apostle said. Clement's theory, that
Heobrews 1s a translation has little support, Fusebius, in
the fourth century, admita that ths Roman church does not
recognize the Pauline authorshivp of Hebrews yet he insists

that this theory is reasonable on the ground of antiquity.
It is aignificnnt that neither clement of Alexandria nor

31 Cor. 9:6t
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Origen nor Fusebius regnrded 1t as Faul's in the full
genge .

But ae time passedy Alexandria subscribed more and
more to the view of Paul's literal authorshin. Prom the
fifth century to the Reformation the epletle was accepted,
with rare exceptions, as Paul's. This was due largely
to the influence of Jerome and Auguatine.

This diversity of opinlon excites inguiry and leads
ug t0 examlne the epistle very carefully. It is not im~
pogsible that Paul wrote the letter, but 1t 1s leas likely
that he did. %e cannot go farther than that.

In favor of Paul's suthorsnip it should be saild
that & number of peraellel expressionsg can Le found between
Hebrews and thome letters whilch sre unquestionably from
Paul's pen. Por example there is in II Timothy (1:10)
the expression Karap yc'u ¢ undoubtedly a Pauline verb:
"Jesus Christ who hath abolished death." In I Corinthlans
(15:26) occurs the same verb; 1t 1s seen again in Hebrews
(2:14) in the same scnse. Paley says that Paul's style 1ls
to ring the changse on a word in the same santanaa.“ For

instance, in I Corinthians (15:27-28) the changes zre rung

4 George Salmon, An Historical Introduction to the
Study of the Books of the New Testament. (London:Joan
Murray, AMbemarle Street, 1904.) p. 420.
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on the verbuwoerdovwsix times in five linea; and a verse
in Hebrews (2:8) in which the game verb occurs is an ex=
ample of a simllar usage. The guotation fronm euteronony
(32+38) in Hebrews (1C:30) 18 ndot in vorbel agreement with
the LXX but is in tmrbal agreement with a verse in Romans
(12:19) we also note thai the expression "the juat shall
live By faith,” in Hebrews {(10:39)is found in Romans (1:17)
and also in Galatians (3:11). Theese and asimilar coingld~
gnees are surely more than accldental. IF Faul 1g not the
author then the writer must have read Taul's letiers.

Un the other hand some things are to be sald against
Paul's suthorehip of Hebrews. For example, many of taul's
chapacteristic phrages are aliogether wanting in the book.
The apoatlel favorite expression for ovur Lord, "“hrist Jesus,”
iz missirr; moreover, the simple name “Jesuas,” whioh Faul
rarely usees alone, 2ccurs nine times. The great Faullne
sxpreselon "Jur Lord Jesus Christ" does not occuri only
"our Lord Jegus" (liebrews 13:20). "In Christ,” a phrase
peculiar to Paul 1e aleo wanting. Helther 4o we find the
expreasion "levslation of God in Christ” whilch lg one of
Paul's usual phreses Tor deseribing the Gospel, ag it
securs in 811 22 Faul's epistles except the one to Titus.
Other words falrly common to Faul, snd whlch are wenting

”

sre, "mystery," "to fulfill," "to edify,” end “"to Juatify.”



144

There are, of course, some fundaemental agreements
between Hebrews and Faul's epistles. Both display the
universality of the Uospel, Jsrsel as the people of God,
and the gsame trust in the atoning work of thrist. DBut
there are differences in the presentation of the truth.

#€ must acknowledge the presence o7 such while not exaggerat-
ing them.

The priestly function bf Christ is not given in Faul's
letters the dominating place 1t 1s accorded in Hebrews. It
1z the kingly state of the risen Christ that dominates the
mind of Paul. Again, Faul's verb "to justify” 1s equated
in this epistle with "to sanckify” or ™o puriry?

But we are to note the contrasting style of Hebrews
with Faul's letters. Here is the stumbling stone. uith
3almon and others this is the strongeat argument against
Paul's authcrehlp.ﬁ The allegation that the theology
of Hebrews is di“ferent from Paul's is hyvercriticism. But
the style, polish, and finleh are different from Faul's.
Concerning the style of Hebrews, Salmon says, "It roveals
a calm composition, exhibiting sonorous words and well-

palanced geng@ng@g,"ﬁ showing unusual literary felicity.

vmbidu, Do 424 .
6 Loce cite
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The vriter 1s master of his words and unde:stands perfect-~
ly how to arrange each clause so0 theot every word shall play
its full part in conveying with precision the meaning in-
tended. He krows hov to bulld sentences into conolge
parsgraphs, each carrying the argument a sfage further,
Farnestness of purpogse never overshadows language. In all
of this the style of the letter differs widely from the
tempeltuous style of Paul, who often ghows an imperial
digregard for nicetles of constructions,

This difference of style between the two in point
was felf in the early church by men who used the (reek
language themselves. Origen writes, "The verbal style of
the epistle has not that rudensas of gpeech which belongs
to the apostle, who confesses himself rude in apeech, that
18 in diction. But the episile 1s purer Greek...as every-
one will allow who iz able to discern dlfferences of diction,"7
This ia a strong argument,

3almon, in considering the greeting at the end of
the letter, "They of Italy salute you," (Hebrews 13:24) 9
says, "This vague greeting is only intelligible on the
gupposition that the letter was wrltten elther from or te
Italy."” That is, the writer is sending home salutations

from his fellow=countrymen in a forelgn land or from nativea

T ;_b_gﬁ-, Pe 416.
8 Ibid., p- 420
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of the country at home to others on foreiga soil. ihus
there 18 a connection between t e letter and Italy sad
therefore we must consider with rogpect the Italian trad-
ltion as to the authors™ip. Ue noted above thant Luther,
Calvin, and others agreed with this opinion that Faul did
not write the letter.

Jne of the stropgest arguments against Paul's
writing Hebrews ls the verse in the epistle, "How ghall
we escape 1f we neglect an great galvstioni which at
the first began L0 be spoken by the Lord, and wag con~
firmed unto us by them that heard him...?" (Hebrews 2:3)
This sounds like the langusge of Chrlstlans who were two
generations away from Christ and who made no pretence
to being original witnesses. This language contrastswith
the language of FPaul, who disc¢lalinme lcarning the Gospel
from men or through & man, "For I neither received 1t of
man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelstion of
Jesus Christ.® (Galatisns 1:11-12) The apostle places
himself on abgolute equallity vwith the Pirst disciples
when he urites in I Corinthisns (9:1) "Have I not seen
Jesus Christ our Lordi™ This would seem strong evidence.

We conclude with our previous statement that it
18 not impoasible that Paul wrote the Iplstle to the
Hebrewa, but the balance of evidence ls agalinst the

Pauline authors ip.
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