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INTRODUCTICN
The Important ilace God Has In The Life OFf Man

There is nothing more needed in this era or any
other era than for men to realize the important place
God has in their lives. When man reslizes God's love
and interest for him he will want to come in close re-
laticn with him. Men must have a conviction that there
is a God on whom they are dependert and to whom they
are responsible if they have fellowship with him, God
never manifests himself t¢ anycne until someone thinks
and rellies upon him., "Until a man orents himself rightly
with reference to God, it is impossible for him to give
direction in his life which can salone insure his reach-
ing that goal which is the only aim and end that can satise
fy the soul of a rational and immortal being." '

It is not the purpose of the =uthor to set forth
any philoscophical or theologlcal arguments as to the eXx-
istence of Gecd. It is the desire of the author to show
that man is aware of God and the important place God holds
in the life of every man. When men will rely upon and
be true to what God impresses them to do they will rot
need any philosophical proof of God. The history of the
jdea of God proves this. "Men had the idea of God, and
it had proved a creative factor in history, long befcre
reflection upon it issued in its systemutic exXpressicn as

a coetrine. Moreover, men had emunciated the doctrine

1. Tillett: "The FPaths That Lead To God." p. 25
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before they attempted or even felt any need to define its
relation to reality, and the logic of history is the pur-
er philosophy."-- "In the New Testament as in the 0ld
Testament, the existence of God was taken for granted as
the universal basis of all life and thought." ' It is

the disobedient and the skeptie that desires the philosop-
hical proof. They are usually deprived or robbed of the
goodness and blessings of God because they argue instead
of believing,

Men need to realize the interest God has for them
and the large place they can have with God. We want to
see how God has been trying to have a large place in the
life of man, After God had given his laws to men and af-
ter he had spoken to and through men in variocus ways and
varicus times, He wanted a larger place in the 1life.

He sent his only bdegotten Son into the world tc give man
an example by whieh to live, and tc be a redéemer of man,
"For what the law could not do, in that it was weak
through the flesh, God sending his own son in the like-
nese of sinful flesh and for sin condemned 8in in the
flesh,"

We want tc see why men grope in darkness even
though God has a deep interest in them. We also want to

see why there are so few who have the Christian concep-

tion even theugh all men sense God.

1. "The International Standard Eneyclopedia,” Vol., 11
Pe 1250-1260,



It is very important to study the fruits of the
various conceptions of God. We will be sble to see why
the men who live in heathen lands do not get peace and
satisfaction from their God and why they greatly need
the Christian conception, We will also be able to see
the value and have a greater appreciation of the Chris-
tian eonception of God.

The study of the place of God in the life of man is
important because God does have a large place in the
life of men and glen need to be concerned about God, "For
norne of us liveth to himself, and no man dieth to him-
self, ¥For whether we live, we live unto the lord: whet-
her we live therefore, or dle, we are the Lord's.” ' We
will find that all men have a religiocus nature and they
try to satisfy that religious nature by seeking the help
of some Supreme Being. "Religion is as universal as man
and every religion involves scme ldea of God.* Since all
men seek after God, it is very important ;hat they
should have a better conception of him." "1t is of
great importance that men shculd know an feel that they
are by their nature fcund to believe in God; that they
cannot emancipate themselves from that belief without

3
derationalizing and demoralizing their whole being."

l. hLomans 7:14
o, "International Standard Bible Encyclopedia™ p. 1250

%, Hodge: "Systematic Theology." Vol. I, p. 201



The study of the place of God in the life of man is
important because men seek after God more than anything
else. Man 18 concerned about God more than anything
else, "The first and great faet of the universe is God.
The Bible 1s eminently the story abcut God. It begins
with his creation of the world and ends with a vision of
His ¢triumph. It is the story of what God did, of what
God said, of how God loved, how he rewarded .nd chastened
and strove and led and over-ruled and triumphed. Take
God out of the Bible and it becomes as any other book.
The Gospel is this --- God is for us; man is partaker of
the glory of God," !

People are crying out for God on every hand. They
are sayling lgke Phnillip, "Show us the Father and it suf-

ficeth us,.”

1. Edward Keddy: "Moral Le.dership and Ministry.”
2, dJohn 14:8



MAR'S BENSE OR AWARENESS OF GOD

There are some things of which only a few people
are aware, It is only the wise and learned whe are a-
ware of some of the deeper things in life. The weak
minded and the ignorant are not aware of Kant's "Cri-
tique of Pure Reason,” or "The Mendelian laws", or some
of the other difficult problems of knowledge. But all
men , no matter how ignorant or barbarie, sense God. Most
all of the fundamental theologlans agree to this state-
ment, "All men have some knowledge of God. That is,
they have the conviction that there is a Being on whom
they are dependent, and to whom they are responsible,.” *

The reason why all people are aware of some Higher
Being is largely due to the fact that they want to sat-
isfy their religious nature which God has given them.
Man everywhere has a religious nature, and has some kind
of religion. Someone has sald that man was incurably re-
ligicus, He 18 distinguished from other animals by his
religious nature, "Religion 1is the chief differentiat-
ing characteristie of man., Other aspects of humanse have
indeed been important, yet the pre-eminently noble char-
aoteristic of man throughout his entire history has been
his religion. In the history of mankind there never has
been a tride of men without some form of religion. »nven
the bushmen of Central Australia and the Indians of Fat-

agonia who represent the lowest forms of existent bhuman

14fe cherish some belief in the spirit world and engage
2

in some kind of worship.” .
1, Hodge: "Systematioc Theclogy, Vol. I
o. Hume: "Werld's Living kReligioms.”



Men try many things and many ways to satisfy their reli-
glous nature. They travel over the plains, climb the
steeps, and crog8s the streams; in the snow, the lLeat,and
in tne ruim Lo sume holy plaee houine tc heonme morve holy.
Men punishm their bodies in order to beoome more relig-
ious, Parents throw their God given children into the mcuths
of wild animals in order to try to satisfy their religious
nature., They ereet beautiful stone temples to worship as
they please. Yen and women devote their whole lives trying
to sati?fy thelr religious nature. They give their time,
talents, money and sheir all, Men and women deprive them-
selves of the privilege of marriage.

When Dr, James Freeman Clarke gave the general results
of the survey of the ten great religions he said, "This sur-
vey must have impressed on every mind the fact that man is
eminently a religious being. We have fcund religion to be
his supreme and engkossing interest on eyery contineht, in
every millenium of historic time, and in every stage of hu-
man civilization., In some periocds men are found as hunters
as Bhepherds, as nomads; in others they are living associate
ed in cities, but in all these conditions they have their
religionixix St. Clatr Tisdal says in his treatise on Com=
parative Religions, "Religion 1is as universal phenomenon
found among all nations, in all conditions, though differ-
ing immensely in 1¢s teachings, ceremonies and effects in
different places." ? The great theologlian, Dr, Miley, in
his discussion on Theism saye, "Religion is as widespread

3
as the human family and pervades the history of the race.”

1, Clarke: "The Ten Great Religions™ Vol, 1

2, "The International Std, Bible Encyeclcpaedia” Vol. 2 p. 692
3, Miley: "Systematic Theclogy." Vol. 1 p. 57



There are many other authorities who have made a setudy of
the religlious nature of man who say as the ones we have men-
tioned., Xost all men think that religion is universal even
though they have not made any intensive study of the religlous
nature of men,

Nan realizes his religious nature as well as his physical,
sceial or asthetie natures, He seeks to satisfy his religiocus
nature as well as he tries to satisfy his hunger for food and
his thirst for water, Man feels that he "cannot live by dread
alone."

Man 1in seeking to satisfy his religiocus nature seeks the
assistance of some Higher Power. The religiocus nature calls 2
for Ged, Whenever and wherever man seeks to satisfy his reli-
glous nature he either seeks tc find or to worship God. "Reli-
gich 18 as universal as man and every religion involves some
idea of God." 1 "Religion carries with it some form of the idea
of God or of some order of supernatural existence., There is no
place for religion without this 1dea. This is so thoroughly
true that the attempts to focund a religion without the notion
of some being above us have no claim to recognition ir a his«
tory of religion,” ;

When men make pilgrimages to some holy place they make
them with the idea of finding God. When men deny themselves
of certain things they do it to please their God. When the
Mother cast her dear child into the Ganges or the mouth of some
wild animal she feels that she must do 1t in order to please

ner God or gods. Men give their own lives in order to please

their God. When men erect large and costly buildings for re=-

1. The Internation Std. Bible Encyclcpaedia. Vol. II p. 1250
2, Miley: "Systematic Theology,” Vol. 1 p. 57
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ligious worship they erect them for the purpose in which to
worshlp thelr god., ™Religion even in its lowest form mesns the
jdea of some supernatural being or beings. Ko fetish devotee
can invest a divinity in a brook or tree or stome without the
idea of its existence. The same is true up through all grades
of idolatry. Thire are higher ideas of divinity than the idol
would suggest.”

There are three theories as to the idea of God, The three
theories proposed are: The first is that we get our idea of God
thrcugh intuition; the sesond, through deduction of reason, a
eonclusion arrived at by a process of generalization, supernat-
ural revelation, preserved by tradition,

The first question is whether we become aware of God thru
intuition, When the question is asked, "Whether we become a-
ware of God through intuition”, the question is equivalent to
asking, "Whether the belief in his exlstence 18 universal and
necessary? Is the awareness of God given in the very consti-
tution of cur nature? If it can be proved that all men believe
in God, and no one has failed to believe in God, then his ex~
istence 1s an intuitive truth,

Such belief has been the common opinion in all ages, Ci-
cero says, "Esse Deon, quonlam insitas eroum, vel potius inna-
tas gognitiones haberms," Tertulllan saye of the heathen of
hies day, that common pec;le had a more correct idea of God than
the philosophers,

We have already given some-proof for the first question,
We had found that meany of the theologians and the students of
religion thotoughly bellieved that men everywhere were aware of
God, Now let us see what the Bible has to say about the uni-
versality of man's awareness of some Super Being.

1. Milev: "Systematic Theclogy" Vol. I p.67 ﬂgzﬂL?E“§?fu£:ﬁ2$ﬁ2:um -



The Bible asserts that the awareness of God is universal,
¥ost all of the writings of the 014 Testament represents the
spéntaneous experience, and contains comparatively little re-~
flestion upon that experience., The only passages that shows
the human mind turning back to ask the meuaning of its practi-
cal feelings and beliefe are Isa, 40:66, in the Wisdom litera-
ture, and a few of the Psalms,

The writers of the 0ld Testament never offered any proof of
the existence of God., No one needed it. Their concern was to
try to get people to come into a right relationship with God.
The fool who "hath said in his heart there is no God" Fsalms
14:1 and 53:1, and the wicked natione "that forget God" FPsalms
9:17 are not atheists, but they are corrupt and neglect and re-
Jeet the presence of God., The New Testament contains more re-
flection upon the inward content idea of God, but it does not
sontain any philosophical construcetion of the idea of God. "In
the New Testament as well as the 0ld Testament the existence of
God is taken for granted as the universal basis for all life
and thought. Only in three passages of Paul's addresses to
heathen audiences, do we find anything approaching a natural
theology, and these are concerned rather with defining the na-
ture of God than with proving his existence,

Paul says that the law of God ie written upon the hearts of
men, "The law written in the heart means an intuition of God
and duty in the moral reason," t The great Apostle Faul would be
sapable of knowing this as anyone, He came in contact with men
of all races. He had as much if not more spiritual insight in-

40 the relationship between man and God as anyone.

l. Miley: "Systematic Theology" Vol. I p. 69
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As there is a necessary intuition of axiomatic uesthetic and
moral truths, sc is there a neceesary intuition of a divine ex-
istence. "Thuse the{ have both the holy aspiration and the suf-
ficlent respomse." They are different ideas of God, but they
all have some idea of the existence of God. The heathen ideas
of God are very different from that of the phdlosophers, The
rooks, brooks and such other things are gods to the heathen
while the philoscphers eall their God, Force., "The deep thinking
philoscpher and the unthinking peasant travel along different
roads 1n thelir seareh for God, but both alike are seeking him
who alone can explain their probleme and meet thely respective
needs., The tendenoy to worship some super human power 1s uni-
versal,” ;

There are some who are not willing to admit that the idea of
God 1s intultive, They generally hold that we get our idea of
God by a natural deduetion of reason. It is sometimes represent-
ed as the last and highest generalization of science., This gen-
eralization is possible only to cultivated minds,

Some regard the awareness of God as a result of reasoning. The
awareness of God is something ohildren and ill#terates can hardly
avoid and they need not be referred to comstitution of nature.
This dces not give satisfactory reason for universality of the
econvietion of the existence of God. Oup consciousness does not
teach us that this is the ground of our faith in God, "We 4o not
thus reason ourselves into the belief that there is a God, though
the mass of the pecple are brought to this conclusion,” ?

1. Burrel: "Religions of the World" p, 309

o, OClarke: "The Ten Great Religions" Vol, I p.488
3. Hodge: "Syetematic Theology" Vol. I p. 200
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Keason doee not account for the idea of God. 1% only gives
the method by which it is confirmed and developed, The idea of
God is given by intuition, but the idea grows by a process of rea-
soning, "While the existence of God may be an immediate datum of
the moral and religious consciousness, it also be a legitimate
subject for logical proofs. It 18 a truth in the affirmation of
which the intuitive reason and the logleal reason combine.” t

The idea of God whioch cokes through intuition needs to be ex-
randed., Men need to think upon this idea of God which they sense.
We have a greater idea of God after years of study on the idea of
God, "And so the evidence of God's existence grows upon us as the
years escape, It intensifies as we study closely the mechanism of
the universe. Then it is that the heavens become 'his open face'
the trembling earth his footstcol and mortal mar his phenomenral
masterpliece.” 2

There are some people who think that we do not get ocur idea of
God thrcugh intuition or through a process of reasoning, They
think that we get our idea of God through supernatural revelation
preserved by tradition. They say the reason why the heathen bhe-
lieve in God is the faet that the idea has bemn handed down %o
them. When the knowledge of God began to die out God revealed
himself to Abraham. They say that the more remote the people
were from the Jews, the less they knew God.

1. Miley: "Systematic Theology" Vol. I p. 70
2, TFardoe: "Beyond The Futs" p. 12
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It is true that the people who lived fartherest from the Jews
knew God the least. They did not desire to worship God and follow
his teachings like they should, They went away from God. However,
they were aware of God., People can run away from God for a long
time but will still be aware of God, The heathen who have been a-
way from God a long time still sense God. "A revelation takes for
granted that he to whom it is made has scme knowledge of God, though
it may enlarge and purify that knowledge."l "The voiece of God must
first be uttered in the scul."z "But this voice of the divine ego
does not come to the comsciousness of the individual ego, from
without; rather does every external revelation presuppose already
this inner one; there must echo out from within man something kind-
red to the outer revelation, in order to its being recognized and
accepted as divine."3

It is true that God has revealed himself to man, and man's
jdea of God has developed as he has thought about God, but nei-
ther of them or both of them could account for the universality of
the idea of God without a moral and religious nature in man to x
which the idea is native. "The idea of God does not wait for our
reasoning processes. It springs into life before the logical facu-
1ty gets to work especially upon SO high a theme. When we consid-
er how early this idea rises in the mind, how persistently it
holds ite place through all conditions of the race, how it cle-
aves to humunity through all perversions and repggnances, we
mst think it an intuition of the moral reason.”

It is very difficult to define God. Some of the titles

given to God are definitions, but are not such in fact. When
1. H., B. Smith: "Faith and Fhilosophy" D. 18

. Miley: "Systematic Theology" Vol. I p. 170
g. Wuttie: "ghristian Ethies" Vol. II p. 103
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Gos is called the Almighty, that only expresses8 his omnipotence,
which 1is only one of his perfeetions, "a definition of God that
shall be true to }he truth of his being and character is a diffi-
cult attainment,”

Even though it is difficult to define God we know that God is
everywhere. The most ignorant can find him anywhere he goes.
There was a black negro slave heard singing a good o0ld hymn
while he was working a thousand feet below the surface of the
earth in the Mid-Lothian Mines in Virginia , by some men who
came down from the Korth before the Civil War. This o0ld blind
negro slave enjoyed the blessings of God while he opened and
closed the gate at intervals there a thousand feet beneath the
surface of the earth seated upon a lump of codl. There was some
sweet spirit within which helped him over the rough places of
his life and made him contented and happy. The men heard the
negro singing "And I, too, shall be dere in dat great getting up
mornin' of the Lord.“2

There were five young men who went far back in a cave in Kene
tueky and had a gracious time ginging hymns and prayinge.

"God's footprints are in all the earth. His voiee 1s in the

3
spheres."

"As the heart panteth for the water brooks so does the unie
4

versal heart pant after God."

1. Miley: "Systematic Theology"™ Vol. I p. 59
ek 3. %ardoe: "Beyond the Puts" pgs. 19 & 13
4, Burrel: "The Religions of the World" p. 309



16

GOD'S IRTIIFEST IN MaN

God has always had an interest in man. He thought of man
and had a marvelous place for him to live before he created man.
At the time of man's creation, his place of existence and habit-
ation was already prepared for him. All the natural resources
of the earth were lying latent in the soil ready for him to apply
his productive ability and obtain for himself everything to make
life more abundant. Everything was at hand to sustain and build
his physical, mental and spiritual energy. 4ir was here ready
for his breathing, water tc quench his thirst and cleanse his
body, animmls and plants to satisfy his hunger and give shelter
to his body and beasts of burden to carry his loads. Minerals
were bountiful to shape any kind of a machine and build any kind
of tocwer, More than the necessities for mere existence were
given., The blossoming of the flowers and the singing of the
birds made life more enjoyadble. Therefore, if man will look a=-
bout him and see what God has given him he will have to say that

God was interested in creating the world for man, "God siw

n

everything that he had made and behold it was very good.
After God had made a wonderful world in which man was to live
he made a perfect structure called man. We do not realize what
s marvelous creature man is until we make a study of the body of
man. God made man in a way that man could use the things about
him., His fingers and hands are able to turn the great stomes in
the high mountains into machinery. The mind of man has discover=-
ed a way to send messages in a moment to the ends of the earth.

By the unique way man was created man has been adble to do won-

ders. God created man in the best way possiblg. "So God creat-

l. Genesis 1:31
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ed man in his own image, in the image of God created he him.“l

We can see that God was vitally interested in man when we
think of the unique strueture of man and loock abcut in the world
and see what a wonderful world in wiich we have to live. Xo
wonder the Fsalmist of old siid, "What is man, that thou art
mindful of him? hast crowned him with glory and honor. Thou
madest him to have dominion over the works of thy hands; thou
hast put all things under his feeto--- O Lord,our Lowd, how eX-
cellent is thy name in all the earth."z

We have seen that God was interested in the creation of man
and the world in which he was to live, but God has been far more
interested in trying to get man to fellowship with him. God did
no take but a week to create man and the world., God has been
centuries trying to get man to fellowship with him. There are
only a few shapters of the word of God that tell of the creation
of man and the world, but a large pocrtion of the Bible g¢ives us
a record of how God has been speaking to men and showing them
his love.

From the very beginning, God spoke to man and when man- did 5

something he should not have, God asked him, "Where art thou?"
When most all of the men on the earth becume wicked he destroy-
ed all of them but eight. God showed man that he was running
the universe and that he wanbdé® men to obey and fellowship with
him, God showed man that he would be with him if he would trust
in him by sending out Abraham and seeing him through. "Fear not

4
Abram, I am thy shield and thy exceeding great reward.”

l. Genesis 1:27

2, Psalms 1:4, 5, 6 & 9
3. Genesis 3:9

4, Genesis 15:1
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God saw man's need of law, so he called Moses, a man who was
protected while a small child by being cradled in an ark of bul-
rushes in a river and who was brought up in Pharaoh's house and
whe was "learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians",l‘up to Mt,
Sinai and gave him laws fcr the pecple, These laws brought about
a great advance in men's conceptions both of what is trie =«nd of
what is right. "No doubt the sharp, ringing words in which
these evils are forbiddenrn in the Ten Commandments gave to Israel
a ¢learer apprehension of the sins referred to than they had
ever had befcre; and the manner in which they were grouped by
the divine speaker brought into bold relief the chief elements
of the moral law."z These laws have always been a guide for
man, From the time they were given at Mt, Sinal to this present
time have been in operation, Men have felt that they mst obey
the ten commandments, if they were to live rightly.

God has always cared for his peogle. He has always spoken to
men tc guide the people when the people vere in need and would
call upor him, He spoke to various ones between the time of
Joshua and Samuel, The people to whom he Spoke were called
Judges., "God did not yield to this desire immediately but from
time to time called forth special deliverers, whose work resemb-
led that of a king. The judges however were not chosen frgm
any one tribe, nor was there a regular sucession of them,"

After God had appointed Jjudges for several years the nations
grew and the people stood in need of a king. When the people
called upon God, he gave them a king. "Tomorrow about tiis
time I will send thee a man out of the land of Benjamin, and

thou shalt anoint him to be captain over my people Israel, that

1., Acts 7:21 92, "The International Standard Bible

Eneyelopedia” Vol., V p. 2945 ,
e Ravgn: p"Old Testament Intrcduction” p. lbo,
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he may save my people cut of the hand of the philistines. ZFor
1 have looked upon my people, because their ery is come unto me."l
When Saul disobeyed the Lord, God had another man to be anointed
king. "How long wilt thou mourn for Saul, seeing 1 have rejected
him from reigning over israel? fill thy horn with oil and go, I
will send thee to Jesse the Bethlehemite: for I have provided me a
king among his sons."z God was with David in the battles, and in
all his undertakings. David knew that the Lord was with him. When
he faced the large Fhilistinex he said, "4nd all this assembly
shall know that the Lord saveth not with sword and sypear: for the
battle is the Lord's and he will give you into our hands."a

The lord graciously blessed the people of old. The Psalmist
sang, "Bless the4Lord, O my soul; and all that is within me, bless

his holy name." "0 sing unto the Lord a new song; for he hath
5

done marvelous things,.,"

When the people of Israel and Judah did not live as righteocusly
as they should, and they began to take up with the things of the
world more than they theught of righteous things God sque to men
who are known as prophets, and he told the prophets to warn the
people of their wickedness. God told the prophets to tell the
pecple to flee from thelr wickedness and return to God. "There-

fore thus will do unto thee, O Israel: and because 1 will do this
6

unto thee, prepare to meet thy God, O Israel."
Even though many of the people had forsaken God, he was very
mich interested in them. He always had some men to whom he would

give a message. "Surely the Lord will do nothigg, but he reveul-

eth his secret unto his servants the prophets." ihen Judah for-

sook God and became a wicked nation God manifested himself to

1. I Sam., 9:16
2, I Sam. 16:1
2, I Sam. 17:47
4, rsalms 103:1
& Paalms 9€:1



Isalah as a holy God. When Isiah suw that the Lord was holy and
the whole earth was full of his glory he said, ™ioe is me! for I
am undone; because 1 am a man of unclean 1lips, and I dwell in the
midst of a people of unclian lips: for mine eyes have seen the
King, the Lord of Hosts," When Isiah heard the Lord asking who
would go to prephesy he said, "Here am I; send me."z

When Israel became a idolatrous nation, and had turned from
God, the Lord called 4mos who was a prophet cut of the prophetic
order to tell the pecple to return to God and forsake their wicke
ed ness. Amos was only a shepherd of the sneep and a dresser of
sycamore trees, but he had a divine call. "The lion hath roared
who will not flear? the Lord God hath spoken, who can but pro-
phesy: And the Lord took me as I followed the flock, and the
Lord said unto me, Go prophesy unto my people, Israel."3

After God had placed man in a wonderful world such as we have
showed men that he would guide them aright and bless them if
they put their trust in him; gave his laws to the people; ap-
pointed rulers; gave vital messages to t1e prophets, man would
not obey God. But God still had an interest in mankind. He
then showed his interest and love for men more than ever before.
He sent his only Son into the world to show men how Yo live and
to die for them.

We see God's deep interest in man when we think of him spar-

ing not his own Son for man. Even though man would not let the

Son of God be born in their houses or in hotels, God was interested

encugh to let his Son be born in a stable. The Son of God went

about doing good. He administered to the poor, opened the eyes

of the blind and the ears of the dumb, cleansed the lepers, and
lo Isaiah 6:5

2, Isaiah 6:8
3e Amos 3:8 & 7:15



helped all thé unfertunate. Fe showed so mich interest in men

that he went about s .ying, "The fcxes h.ve hcles, and the birds
of the airlhave nests; but the Son of mun hath not where to lay
his head." Efen though men would nbt heed the word of the Son
of God, and they scught to tuke his life, God spared not his Son
from the deeth cn the Cross., God was so interested in man that
he gave his only begotten Son to shed his blood for the redemption
of man.

After God gave his only begotten Son for the redemption of
man, and to give man an example by which to follow, muny men
have turned a deaf ear to God. There have been nations that have
turned from God and become self-centered. Again God has been
interested in man and has inspired men to go about telling the
good news., God was with Martin Imther through all his trials und
difficulties. When 0ld England became indifferent toward God he
spoke to John Wesley and inspired him to bring tl.e people back to
the Father above,

If men would only see the interest God has for them they would
want to fellowship with him. Men everywhere shoudd try to see in
some measure how God has been interested in man. Men everywhere

should cry out like the Psalmist of old did vhen he said, "Oh

that men would praise the Lord for his goodness, and for lis wvon-
2

derful works, to the children of men,”

God has spoken to Abraham, Moses, the judges, kings, the pro-
phets and the disciples of his Son, and has given l.is Son for the
purpose of trying to get men to fellowship with him., We find the

Apostle Paul saying that as God gave his Son to men so will he

1. Matthew: 8:20
2. Psalms 107:8



give freely his love to them. "He that spared not his own Son
but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also
1

freely give us all things."

22
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IF GOD HaS 4 DFI'P INTELEST IN MEK #HY IO MANY v GE \
WH MEN G
RN KOPE 1IN

From what was sald in the breceding chajpter it would seem
that 8all men enjoy life abundant and no cne wculd grope in darks
ness, For we found that God has beer and is vitally concerned
about man. He was interested in man before he placed him here,
that he has been all down through history revealing hLis love to
men. We also found that God has written his law upon the hearts
of all men everywhere and men everywhere are aware of God,

There have been thousands who have had life abundant, und
there are many at this present time who are living a happy life.
The reason why people in the past have enjoyed, and the reason why
there is a great mumber enjoying life now is the faet that they
have accepted the way of life. They have accepted the Son of God
who is the way of life. "1 am the way."l They have had to give
their lives over to Jesus Christ. "If any man would come after
me let him deny himself and follow me."a We have to accept Jesus
Christ if we get a happy life from God and if we fellowship with
him. God's word teaches, "o man cometh untc the Father, but by

3
me."

While there have been thousands and there are thousands enjoy-
ing life and fellowship with God there have been millions ahd are
mt1lions who are still groping in darkness. Even though Christ

came in order that all men might be saved there ure thousands ulo

nave never heard of him. They are walking in darkness. They cry

out for God, and do all they know, but they do not find peace und
satisfaction. They give all their energy Seeking peace, bul they

l, Johm 14:6
2., Mark 2:34
3« dJdohn l4:6
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do not find peace. There have been and there are tiiousands cry-
ing out, "0, where may I find him?" They climb the steeps, jour-
ney over the plains, and cross the stre:ms secking peace in God,
but they do no find it. (Froof will be given to trese facts

in a later chapter.)

The question arises why do not the heathen peorle get peace
when they call upon their God? .hy dces hheir God or gods not
answer before the mother throws Ler bvuby in iLie mouth of tie wild
animal? Why does he not answer her and give her peace when she
throws the baby in the mouth of the wild animal? We remember
that Abraham felt that he would offer up his son and le did not
have tc kill him, God intervened.l Let us remember also what kind
of God the heathen mother was seeking dnd what kind Abraham was
following. The heathen weman's god was dumb. She had a man made

' infinite

God. There was nothing about her God. 4 finite creature
made it. Abraham's God was infinite. He cculd answer the prayer
of a Pinite cerecature. The woman who cries cut to her heatlen god
is like the worshippers of Baal who cried ocut to him arnd did not
get an answer.z When Flijah cried unto his God his God answered
immediately. Therefore, if the heabhen woman and the worshippers
of Baal do not get answers from their god and abraham and Elijah
do get answers when they pray tc their God the conception and

jdea of God must determine whether or not men get answers to

their prayers. If men have for their conception a Holy, herciful
Eternal, Heavenly Father they can expect answers from their prayers
They have a knowledge of a prayer answering God. When men think
of God as being holy they will feel like Isaiah did when he saw

the Holy One. They will feel that they must be holy and will

l. Genesis 22
2e Kings 18
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want to work for God. When men think of God as almighty, and all
Powerful they ean put tieir trust in him and rely upon him and
have faith that God will answer. Xen have faith for answers to
thelr prayers according to their knowledge of God. "Some degree
of knowledge is necessary to the existence of faith, and increuse
of kncwledge furnishes favorable ground for an increase of faith,
since God is an ideal that will stand investigation, and incrcasing
knowledge of him tends to intensify the spirit of trustful self-
surrenden."l Since knowledge determines man's faith in God we
can see why the people who have not heard of the Christian con-
ception of God do not get answers to their prayers, and peace in
their souls. For the pecple who are living in the heathen lands
do not pray tc a god powerful enocugh to hear their prayers =znd
give them peace and satisfaetion,

Someone might ask why do not the heathen know how to approach
God? Why do they not know how to approach God like the people
who live ir the Christian lands? We answer by saying that tiey
nave not heard the way Christian people approach God. They do x
not know that he is a Loving, lieavenly Father, because they havc
never heard that God is a Loving Heavenly Father.

The question might be usked why have they not heard cf the
Christian conception of God? We answer by saying that tlie.people
in the heathen lands did xs% know God at one time, but they aid
not honor him. They did not appreciate what God was doing for
them. They made their own gods, and chose to live without the
trie God. When the people chose to live without the true God he

gave them up. This is verified by Seripture. '"Because that,

1. Sheldon: "Syster of Christian Doctrine" pg. 440.
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~hen they knew God, they slorified rim not as God, ncither were
thankful; but became vair in ileir imaginations, and their fcol-
ish hearts were darkened. IFrocfessing themselves tc be wise,they
became fools, and changed the glory of the uncorruptible God-into
an image made like a ccrruptible man, and to birds, and four £»
focted beasts and creeping things. Wherefore God also gave them
up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts.” '

Now we can see¢ why men grcpe in durkness even tiough God does
love them. They chose to live without God. God was interested
as much to keep all men believing, serving, and honoring him as
much as he was to keep the people of Israel and Judah in close
tcuch with him. He desired that man from the beginning of time
would serve him. When Adam got ocut of step he asked him, "vWhere
art thou.” He destroyed all the peorle but eight when he sent
the flocd, because men forsook him. He wanted all people to
know of him., They did know of him after the fdacod, but some of
the people did not honor God. God said that his spirit would
not always strive with man. Therefore those people who went in-
to other countries and did not take God with them were wlthout
God and all their deseendants have been grcping in durkness un-
less missionaries have gone into thogse lands or they have come
to Christian lands. There has been no record where God has mani-
fested himself to people in heathen lands like he manifested
himself in Christ. Men must take the Christian conception of

God to them if they eget it. They will continue to grope in

darkness unless men take it to them. Jesus said that men were

the salt of the earth or savors of men and the light of the

world.

l. Bomans 1:21-24
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Therefore there are millions who are grciing in darkness
even though God is vitally interested in all men because men
chose darkness rather than light.

The question might be asked, "Why are thcre people living
in darkness in South America and a few other countries who
have once heard of Christ?" There are hundreds of people liv-
ing in South America who are groping in darkness., Many of them
are lgnorant and many are longing to be made whole. There are
various reasons why those people are groping in darkness, but
the principle reason is the fact that they did not use the light
they had. Jesus said that when men were no longer savours of
they would be cast out and be trodden under foot of men. The
priest have told the pecple what to believe and have kept the
lay pecple ignorant. The priest have exalted themselves and as
a result they have been humbled. They do not have any messuge
from God to give the people. The people go through a form like
Martin Inther did before he wis saved by exercising faith. The
self-seeking priests and the ignorante of the lay people have
c¢istorted the way of salvation given by Jesus. They chose thelr
own selfish way of interpreting the way of salvation that Jesus
save. They try to reach God and obtain peace by their works and
gcing through certaln ceremonies. They are deprived of knowing
how to get peace and satisfacticn through faith. "An eminent re-
presentative of Koman Catholic theology must be regarded as great-
ly distorting the true noticn of faith, when-he says that its

gimple assent of mind to whatever God proposes to us as an Ob-

1. Matthew 5:13
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iect of belief, wretler it is understood by us or not, and is
better defined by ignorance than by knowledge. The truth is,
falth denotes a fundamental bearing of the moral personality

toward God, a trustful self-surrender of a human to a Divine

Person, rather th:un an assent to enigmas, and is in intimate

asscciation with knowledge."l

Then we can see why men are groping in darkness who have
once known the way to God through Jesus Christ ‘hat live in
South America and cther places by the way the self-seeking =
priest ard ignorant lay people have distorted the rlan of sal-
wation Jesus made, The pecple have lost the way and they are
groping in darkness trying to find peace and hap.iness, There-
fore we can say that God is interested in those people in
South Americax and other countries even though they are grop-
ing in darkness. He provided a plan of salvation for them, but
they distorted the conception of it.

There are men whe are living in countries where there are
many Christian churches and Christian ministers who really know
God that are grcping in darkness. At least they do not know
the abundant life in Christ. There are thousands of men living
in Christian ccuntries who live like beasts of the field. Many
of them live far worse. They have to be lccked up and guarded
by other men,

The man who hears the Christian minister preach a good scr-
mon on the love of God might ask, "Why am 1 not enjoying life
here in God's world if God loves me as the minister says?"

The man who has committed some crime and has been sent to prison

1. Sheldon: "System of Christian Doetrine™ p. 440.



and when he thinks of his ruined condition he asks, "If God
1s love like the Christian people say he is, why has he let me

come 1nto this place?"

The man who heard sermons by Christian ministers on love and
wonders why he 1is not enjoying life here in God's good world
has falled to accept the God of Love and Mercy. The fact that
he has not commitééd himself to God is the reason why he is not
enjoylng the abundant life. Men cannot live the abundant life
without God. The Son of God said, "Man shall not live by bread
alone, but by every word that proceedeth ocut of the mouth of
God."l The Apostle Paul who was a great leader of his day knew
there was no way to live a happy life than to have God in his
life., He had tried living a life without vesus Christ, but

when he found Jesus he said, "For other foundation can no man

2

lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ." "For me
to live is Christ, and to die is gain."z

If the man who hears the sermons on love and mercy of God
and believes that God is a God of love and mercy w&XX but does
not commit himself to God he will never enjoy the fellowship
with God ard the abundant life. It is true that the Word of
God says that God has great love and mercy for the pecrle and
it also says that men must come to him if they are to live tlhe
abundant life. When God sent the prophets to the pecple of the

nations which were becoming indifferent toward him, he did not
tell the prophets that all the people would be saved if they went
l. Matthew 4:4

2, I Cor. 3:11
2. Fhil, 1:21
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to them. The prophets did not tell the people that by their
coming that they would all come back to God., God called Israel

to return unte him, "If thou wilt return, O Israel, sayeth the

Lord, return unto mg." Amos told the pecple to "Seek the Icrd,
and ye shall live."“ When God sent his only begotten son into
the world, he did not say that all men would be saved, but he
said that all could be saved. Jesus went about doing good, and
saylng, "The foxes have holes, and the birds have mests, but the
Son of man has no where to lay his head."5 He did not say that
all people with whom he came in contact would hear him and be
saved. He did say, "Come untc me", "Believe." There were a
host cf people whe came in contact with Jesus ministry that nev-
er enjoyed the abundant life. The reason why they did not enjoy
the abundant life was the fact that they failed to accept him,
S0 it is with the man who goes to a Christian church and does
not accept Christ. If he feels that God is knocking at his
heart and knows that the best thing for him to do is to accept
Christ, but does not accept him, he will remain in darkness,

He must believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. 4 feeling and an idea
abcut Christ is not trusting in him. Sheldon in writing on
faith says, "In its religioms use the term denotes not mere-

ly intellectual assent, but also self-committal or trust,--- in
its specifically Christian sense it is an attitude of trust and

4
self surrender toward God as revealed in Jesus Christ,”

l. Jder, 4:1
2., Amos 4:1

%. Matt. £:20 _
4, Szzldon: "System of Christian Doetrine"” ©p. 440-441.



31

Therefore the man who hears Sermons on the love and merey
of God =nd dces not commit hLimself to Jesus Christ and wonders
why he is not enjoying the abundant 1life will never have the
Joy of the Lord in his soul until he accepts and fully trusts
in Jesus Chiist. God had@a deep interest in man when he sent
his son into this world to die for man, and it is his plan fer
man to accept him if they set tie benefit out of the céming of
Jesus, This is verified by the oceasimn of the rieh man who
came to Jesus desiring to have cternal life. The rich man did
not get eternal life because he would not give up his ricles
and trust in Christ. He had to think more of Christ than his
riches 1f he was to get eternal life from Jesus. =xll men must.
have utter faith and trust in Jesus or they will go_through
life greping in darkness like the rich man. "The Specifical-
ly Christian f.lth is doubtless incumbent uwon tnose who have
the oppoitunity to exXxercise it and is universally a requisite
fcr saved men, in the sense that sooner or latcr ev:iryone of

them must ccenfess the mediatodrial ;csition and lordship of
1
Jesus Christ."

The man who lives in a Christian country and finds him-
self ir prison in a ruined condition has rejected the Bod
offered to him and has given himself to the evil one. He
has become a Secker after evil instead of rigihteousness, He
has reaped evil, He could have reaped a happy life if he wculd

have scught after the good things of life.

l. Sheldon: "svstem of Christian Doctrine" p. 238,



It is God's law that man will reap what he sows. We should
not expect tc live tle abundant life and leave God out of ocur
lives and give cut lives to the evil one. "Be not deccived;
God is not ?ocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he
also reap." Therefore the man who finds himself in a ruined
conditicn mor«lly has chosen the wrong things in life. God was
interested in giving him a good life, The man could have had it
if he would have chcsen it, The Psalmist said of the righteous
man, "Whatsoever he dceth shall prosPer."z |

From the discussion of the heathen the Catholics in South
America and the man who goes to Christian churches and does not
accept Christ and the man who lives in a Christian country and
finds himself in a ruined condition morally, we have found the
reason the heathen are without God and men groje in darkness
even though God is interested in them., We fcund that God has
manifested his interest to all men, but many men would not ac-
cept his interest. The reason the heathen are without God is
the faect they choose to live without God. The reason many of
the Foman Cathclics in South America and other countries are
groping in darkness is the fact that they had rather have their
own ccneeption of sulvation th:un that given by Jesus. e
found the men who grcpe in darkness in a Christian nation where

many people rejcice in ttie Lerd wis the faet that they fail to

10 Gal. 6:7
2, Fsalms 1:3
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accept the Christian way of life.

The rsulmist knew that God was interested in a1l men
and knew that none needed to grope in darkness when he said
"0 that men wculd praise the Lord for his goodness, and
for hls wonderful works to the children of men) For he sat-
isfieth the longing scul, and filleth the hungry soul with
goodness."l

Jesus tells us that God is interested in man and that
man still gropes in darkness, "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou
that killest the prephets, and stcnest them which are sent un-
to thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together
even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her ings, and ye
would notL"z

If men wculd stop to realize how God has shown his inter-
est tc them they wculd want to fellowship with God., They would
not grope in darkness, but say with tﬁe Psalmist, "Bless the

Lord, O my scul; and all that is vithin me, bless his holy

3
name."

1. Psalms 107:€ & 9
o, Matthew 237:37
3, Fsalms 103:1



IF ALL MEK SENSE GCD, WIY ALE THFEE SO I¥W @0 EAVE THE
CHRISTI&N CONCEFTICKE OF GODY

We have fcund that men everywhere sensed God, We found
that the most learned and the most ignorant were aware of God.
We found the law of God to be written upon the hearts of men.
When we read the statistices of the adherents of the religions
of the world we find there are thousands who do not have the
Christian conception of God. Now the question arises, "Why do
not all men have the Christian conception of God since all men

are aware of God?"

We can answer by saying that men who do not have the

Christian conception of God have not heard of Christ. Then

the questions arise, "Why have the people in the heathen lands
rot heard of Christ?" "sre not the sculs of the people of the
heathen lands as valuable as the sculs of Judea’” ‘We are told
that there is no resipect of persons with God. The fact that
Jesus did not go tc all the world verifies the fact that there
is no respeet of persons witk God. If God had sent Jesus into
all the countries he would have respected the pecple who live
in the hrathen lands more than hé would have those in the lands
where they were looking for a Messiah, The pecple in the lLeat-
hen lands had forsaken God and had set up thelr own god, .rile
the pecrle in Judea were still holding cn to the Goed of Israel
and looking for Jesus. We get from thre parable of the talents

that God gives to those who appreciates what he gives them, and
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tkaes away from those who do not appreciate what he has giver
them, Thee€fore , the pecple who left God and built naticns
without God have had descendants that have groped in dsrkness
and have not had any light :;iven them only through other men.
The people would not have recieved Jesus in the heatlien
lands. They were not ready for him. Many of the people who
were living in the land where they were expecting Jesus did
not recelve him. The pecple with whom Jesus mixed and mingled
could not receive all of Jesus teachings at first, "I have many
things to say unto you, but ye cannot receive them now."l Jesus
also said that he did not cast pearls before swine, The gospel
of Jesus Christ is too precicus to be treated lightly. Some
missionaries have spent years in the heathen land and they have

brought only a few out of darkness unto light. Therefore it was

needful to gc among the pecple who would receive him most,

We are told by the Apostle Paul that God is not mocked
and what a man sows he is going to reap., When people go away
from God he does not bring them back unless they manifest an
interest in getting back. e found that God is vitally inter-
ested in man and wants a fellowshlp with man. We also found
that all people once knew God and when they chose to live with-
out God he gave them up to uncleunness through the lusts of
their own hearts. Therefore when God sent his Son to the
world he sent him to the people who had not gone after other

gods, and not to the people who get up their own god of gods,

l. dJdochn 16:12
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However, God has an interest in the heathen. He wants men
to take Jesus to the people who live in heathen lands, His son
sald that all of his disciples were the sult of the earth, and
if they were not the salt of the earth they would be east out.
We get from that lesson what Jesus meant by taking the gcspel
to heathen lands as well as spreading it throughtout the land
where the gospel is already known. The #last words that Jesus
said were a command that people would scatter the "gcod news” to

all the people.

Now the reason there are so flew people who have the Chris-
tian conception of God even though all people do sense God is
the fact that the ancestors of the heathens left God and God
expects man to take a knowledge to them, and men have failed
tc take the gcspel to them,

There are varicus reasons why men have not carried the
Christian conception to all the people. The first reason is
that there have not been men encugh wbo have had the faith to
go into the lands where there is danger and where people are
superstiticus., A second reason is that it is difficult to es-
tablish a mission in a field where christian people have. not
gone. A third reascn is that men have not given of their
means to support the mission cause. 4 fourth reason 1s that
have not been enough earnest prayers to have more people sent

more money given and to get the heathen to0 be more responsive.
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FRUITS CF THE ETIINIC CONCEFTION OF GOD

"BY their fruits ye shall know them." There is no better
way to know the satisfactiocn the people get from their god or
gods who only have ethnie conceptions of God than t0 eXamine

the fruits of their religiomns. "4 tree is known by its fruits."

In pointing out the fruits of the ethnic conceptions of
God we will obtain two important values. First, we will be X
able tc see why the pecple who only have ethnic conceptions
of God do nct get peace and satisfaction from God. Secondly,
we will see the importance of having the Christian conception

of Gode

In finding the fruits of the ethnic conception of God we
mst first find out what good they get from God and secondly
we mast find out the reason for thelr failing to get what they

desire from God.

The people who only have the ethnic conceptions of God do
get some good from their worship and religion. They have some
tTath in their religion. "We find, therefore, a mbdicum of
truth in every one of the religions of the globe. It is by
no means necessary that in our effort to exalt Christianity as
the one true religion we should characterize all other systems
as false" in toto. "We fcund in the first chapter that the
people who had ethnic conceptions of God were aware of God.

They searched for God, and hop.e tc find satisfaction sometime

by diligently searching aftcr God. "If I mistake not we have

discovered in each of the sucred books a silhouette, if nothing

more of the face of God.

o « ae ot P FW~ WATPTIAN noa 310
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The people who have the ethnic conceptions of God have
some cocde of morals., DBurel says that a moral code is the re-
sultant of a belief in God. Everyone who believes in God has
some kind of morals, "The good side in the teaching cf Con-
fuclius is his admirable morality. "l "The fundalmental prin-
cipals of virtue are the common heritage of all races." Man
instinctively feels that 1t i1s wrong to do wrong, and it is
the best to do right.

The adherants of the ¢thnic religions have a longing to
be made whdle. They feel that there is something that coulad
make them whole. They have a feeling that some one will de-
liver them from the world. "We thankfully recognize that soculs
of men in the pagan world, surrcunded as they were by perplex-
i1ties and dangers, were yet enabled to refelct as from the
dim surface of silver, some image of what was divine and true
we hail with great and eloquent Bousset, 'The Christianity of

2
nature.”

While the people who only have the ethnic conception of
God have some truth in their religion they are lackling in the
thing that will bring permanent satisfactiom. That awaremess
of God and that longing for the delivery and all their dil-
igent seeking will not bring peace to their hearts. Janmes
Freeman Clarke is summing up what he has to say about the eth-

nic religions says that in every 1nsgance we can touch with

our finger the weak and empty side.

1. Clarke: "Ten Great Religions”

2, Burrel: "The Religions of the World"
2, Farrer: "Seekers after God"
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The conception of God held by the adherents of the ethnic
religions have the wrong conception of God. They do not look
on God as a Merciful, Loving, Heavenly Father., Instead they
look on God as one who 1is far off blessing in some visible
place or one who 1s near dwelling in some object. Everyone of
the ethniec religicns have a different conception of God. Some
religions have one and some have many. But none of them have

"God with us."

When the heathens gray to their gods they feel no assur-
ance that he or they are goimg to answer, If they cry all day
and tear themselves to pieces they do not feel God unswering
them, The worshippers of Baal did this, but they prayed in

vain.

When the people who only have ethnic conceptions of God
worship they fail to sense the divine presence of God. There
was a woman came to one of the fine heathen temples in India
to worship. She was anzxicus to sense the presence of God., Her
soul was groping out after God. She needed peace in her heart,
She began to ery out to the god that wae placed in the temple.
She strugeled with all her might to have the blessings of God
upon her scul. She beat her hand on the altar until her hand

was stained with blood, but failed to get satisfaction, She

thought she would have toO give up in despair, but she did not

see how she cculd go away without having the blessings of her

god upon her. At last a Christian missionary walked into the

temple where she was and asked her what she was doing there,



She sald that she wanted to have peace in her heart and wanted
her god to bless her. He asked her if she wanted his god to
pive her peace and bless her. She wanted to know who his God
was, and asked him to tell her. The missionary immediately

told her about his God. When he told her the simple story of
the God-man, Jesus, she jumped to her feet praising the lord for

the blessings and peace Jesus had given her,

When the people of the ethnic religions secrve they do not
feel they are rewarded with the blessings of God, They walk for
miles through the hot dusty deserts, cross the streams, and
climp the rugged mcuntains to their holy places horing to find
a deeper knowledge of their god or gods, but they go away dis-
appcinted. They throw their babies in the mouths of some wild
animal but they fail to get a blessing. Some try to get satis=
faetion by punishing their bodies, They drive nails through
planks and lay cn the sharp nails hoping to get peace from their

god or gods, but they do not get peace,

We have found that the people of the ethnie religions need
a different god; fall to reach God in their prayers; fail to
sense his presence when they worship; and fail to enjoy the

blessings of God by serving him,

Phere are other reasons why the people &f the ethnic re-
ligions need a different god. They need a god who will redeem
them., It is true that they commit themselves to certain prin-

ciples, and get temporary satisfaction, but they do not get

their lives transformed. "In the heathen religion there is no

such changes in men who, from having led lives of profligacy



and irreligicus, have turned at onrce inte paths cf rightecus-
ness, have turned their propensities and submited tl.emselves to
the feeble law of love. "When the heatiecrs seek their god or
gods to try to get rid of their sins they are left in increas-
ed agony. Many times they commit suicide. There is s place in
India where there is a very deep gorge, a dcuble railroad track
and a deep pond of water., There have been thousands who have
gone to this spot and ended their lives at one ¢f the places
mentioned, because they failed to find satisfacticn in seeking
God, There was a Christian missionary heard about this place
where people ended their lives. He put up a sign above the
dangercus places, "Come to see me before you take your life."
Within one years time he had over three hundred people to vieit
him. After he told them the simple story of Jesus Christ they

found peace and went back to their homes.

Fo ethnic religion presents to us a man or savior who is
complete and rounded charaeter, judged from a human stand-
point. "Mchammed utterly failed on the ethical 1ife. His
life was so marred by coarse sensuality, weak efféminacy, heart-
less ecruelty, urnblushing hypoerisy und heaven dying blasphemy
that for his stupendous achievements and his sublime and per-
sistent self-assertion, he would long since have been beneath
the contempt of mankind. Confuclius appears to have been above

reprcach in morals and that amid profligacy; put he was cold in

temperakent, unsggpathetic, and slavishly utilatarian in Bis

teachings. He seems tc have troubled himself but slightly if



at all, abcut the wants of the poor and the suffering; he
taught no dostrine of self sacrifice for the ignorant and the
unworthy. Gautama an almost sinless man had no glad tidings
for the sorroying; no encouragement for the weary and th

heavy laden."

The adherents of the ethnic religions like motive power,
They do not have the Spirit of the lord upon them. They do
not have the inner urge to do right. Many of them have a de-
sire to live holy, but they do not have anything to prompt
them to be holy. TYaul recognized the religious nature of the
heathen. e also knew that they did not get very much power
from God, because the ignorantly worshipped God, "as I passed
by and beheld your devetions, 1 found an altar with this in-
serition, "TO THE UKKNOWN GOD," whom therefore ye ignorantly
worship, him declare 1 unto you," 2The lack of the motive power
is one of the greatest weak points of the ethnic religions.,
They have a deep desire to be religious, but tley faillto get
cut 6f their religion what they want, They fail in their

standards of ethies, because they do not have anything to

prompt them to do right. They are without the power of the

presence of God, living irn their sculs.

The lack of urge and motive power in the ethnie rellgicns
keeps the adherents of the ethnic religions from spreading
their beliefs and religions to the uttermost parts of the earth.

The people are continually seeking to be made whole, andﬁconse—

Speer: "The Light of the World"
2. Aects 17:23
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quently they do not have any urge to Spread their beliefs.
They do not have the compassicnate love dwelling in their
hearts and lives to suffer for others. They do not have any-

thing tangible and evident to &€ive to others.

The ethnic religions have but little success in convert-
ing Christians or any other religion to their religion. They
do not try in a great way. "Mohammedism im spreading in Africa
and India, but it makes no effort of any significance toc con-
vert America, Eurcpe or Japan., The bounds of Confucianism are
sontracting. Shintcism has withdrawn from the lists as a re-
ligion and claims now only the place of a court ceremonial
and a burial rite. Hirduism is geogruphically limited save as
a philoscphy by its principle of caste and Buddhism is rejected
in Japan, Zsarastrianism, one of the worthiest of the ancient
religions has almost vanished in the land of its origin, and
rumbers comparatively few adherents in India."l

None of the ethnic religions are able to believe on their
founder or anything and be saved from their sins. None of them
have any solution to give to the inquiring soul that will give
him satisfaetion. The solution some of the ethnic religions
give are the following: Zorastrianism-Repeat the paet; Braham-
anism-Be asorbed in Brahamanism; Buddhism-Be sublimely indif-
ferent to everything; the religion of Greece-No assurance; Con-

fucianism-Be a good citizen of the kingdom of China; Forse-

Mythology- Fight the good fight right or wrong.

1. Ellinwood: "Oriental Rellgions & Christianity"”
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Therefore, 1f the pecple who only have the ethnic conceitions
of God fa'l to reach God in the prayers; fuil to sense :is pre-
sence when they worship; fail to enjoy the blessings of God by
serving him; have noc refdeemer; have no motive power:; lack a uni-
versal outlook on the world; and do not have a solution to give
to the enquiring scul they are standing in need of a ccnception
of God that will give them peace in theilr sculd, sense of the
Divine presence, and fellowship with a prayer answering God.

"Phe failures of the ethnic faiths no less than their aspir-
ations show how great is man's need of Christ, and how utterly =
unable imagination has proved itself to be even to conceive of
such an ideal character as he revealed to us in the full light

of history and in the wonder-working effects of his character
upon the lives and hearts of those who then and in all ages since
have in him received life an light."l

There are millions of people who only have an ethnic con-

ception of God that are crying, "0, that I knew where to find

him." They want to be made whole.

1. "International Standard Bible Enecyclopedia” Vol. 11 Pe. 694



THE VAIUE OF THE CHRISTIAR CONCEPTICK OF GOD

The Christian conception of God is of great value if
those who have the Christian conception &et peace and satis-
faction in their search for God. For we found that the reason
why the men of the ethnic religions did not £find peace mmE and
get satisfaction out of their religions was the fact that
they had the wrong conception of God. They did not know how
to approach Him. We found that they were desirous to find
peace in God and have his blessings upon them, bui their god
or gods did not answer them. They prayed and scught a god
or gods that men considered as god or gods.

We found in the first chapter that every religion had a
god or gods, It is very important what kind of conception of
God we have. If we have a god that man only considered as a
god we will not get anymore results from the man made god
than asking a man to do what you cannot. If we have the con-
ception of God who is the God of Abraham, Isaac, Jacch and
the Father of the lord Jesvs Christ we will get help from
him, We will know how to approach a God who answers. The
people of the ethnic religions do not krow how to approach a
prayer answering God, because they have not heard about him.

When we have the Christian conception of God we will be
able to do things that man cannot do for us Or any man made
god or gods. We will have a different conception of God. In-
stead of praying to an animal, brook, a stone, wood or some

other dumb creature or object we will be praying to a loving

Heavenly Father.
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We get the Christian conception of Go# from Jesus. e
gel 1t from what he said about God ang from His own life.
Jesus called God, Father, That &ives us a very different
conception of God from that of the ethnic conception, e
know that God is a God of love by what Jesus said, "He that
has seen me hath seen the Father."l I1f Jesus is like God
God must be a Goa of love, because Jesus manifested love to
those to whom he came in contact. Since God is like Jesus
God must be a God of mercy. We know that God is & Holy
God because Jesus lived a holy life. The govenor who tried
Jesus could not find a fault in him, We get from the teach-
ings of Jesus that God is.a God of Boustice,

By having such a conception of God as Christ gave we
are made to believe that the soul that gropps after God is
able to find satisfaction.

Let us look at some of the ways the adherents of the
Christian religion have of finding satisfaetion, and how
everyone in every nation may have perfect peace, joy and
happiness,

When the adherents of the Christian religion pray to
their God they get the assurance that he is a prayer an-
wering God. He has invited everyone to ask him for their
needs, "Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy

2
laden, and I will give you rest." "If ye shall usk any=-
3

thing in my name 1 will do it." When reter was put into

jail prayer was offered by Christians to God and he was re=-

leased,

l. John 14:9
2. Katt. 11:28
3. dJohn 14:14
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When the adherents of the Christian religicn scrve their
God their lives are enriched. The greatest exponent of the
Christian religion said that whatsocever we sow we will reap.
He knew there was satisfaetion and great joy in serving the
Christian God, and the more he served God the greater blessings
he received. He was cast into priscnm, mocked, became weary
in bdody, Yut he said, "Forx me to live is Christ and to die
is gain." The Christian missionary counts it all a great
Joy to forsake friends and country and go into the most dif-
ficult places to spread places to spread the "good news" of
the gospel of their religionm.

When pecple who are burdened with sin look to God the
Father of Jesus Christ they are able to believe that God will
take away thelr sins, They remember that Jesus came to "seek
and to save." They seek the God that gave His Son to die on
the Crcss of Calvary and shed his blood to take away their
sins, It is only the blood that can take away the sins of
men,

The sence of a man who has the Christian conception of
God is very much different from that of the man who has the
ethnic conception of God. We saw in the preceding chapter
where a woman was crying out to her God in a heathenr temple
and had to give up in despalr. We can see a very much diffe-

rent pileture of a Samaritan woman who came to Jesus at

Jacob's well. Instead of her crying out to God for a long

1. Phil. 1:21
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time in vain, she was surprised to know that she sruld be
made whole within a short time, and have fellowship with
Jesus,

The faith that men who have the Christian conception
of God have in seeking and asking their God for forgive=
ness of thelr sins is one of the greatest virtues of the
Christian religion. The redemption that men are able to
get when they trust in the Christ of Calvary is a virtue
of the Christian religiop that none of the ethnic religions
have., We found in the preceding chapter that none of the
ethnic religions give a plan whereby men are able to get
their sins forgiven.

Men of the lowest estate have been forgiven of their
sins and made whole by having believed and trusted in the
God that Jesus exemplified. Thousands have said, "I was
once blind but now I see." ™Under Christian influence we
have sSeer. ATrican savages transformed to t trustable, humane
and loving disciple. Whole races like Necrthmen, have been
turned from savagery and made peaceable and earnest follow=-
ers of the Christian religion.“1

"In vain had guilty men, groping under the burden of
their guilt, looked elsewhere for deliverance; in vain had
their labors before their idols and sought council at thelr

oracles; the gods were dumb, the oracles were silent, there

1. Speer: "The light of the World."
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1
nor answer,” The men of &thnic religions do not have their

burdens of sin rolled away because they do not know of the
blessed scenes of Calvary,

The value of the conception of God that was manifested
on the Cross of Calvary is very much different from the concep-
tion of God manifest on the wall in a heathen temple or in
socme “umb stone, Oor in some animal, When men locked on the
scene of the Cross of Calvary and believe that scere was made
for them they will be made whole. They will have tleir sins
forgiven, peace in their hearts, love in their souds, and know
that the blessing of God are goocd ercugh for everycre.

The men who had the blood of Jesus Christ applied to
their hearts ame constrained to picture the scene to all the
pecrle with whom they come in contact. They gladly respond
tc what their savior commanded, "Go $e therefore, and teach

2
cf ratiors.” "Go ye into all the world, and preach the gos-

3
pel to every creature.,” Theri joy is to try to get someone

else to know Christ. They are convinced that they help every-

one they must help im or her to become a follower of the

Fazarene or become a better follower.

Arnother great value of the Christian conception of God
is that i 1o adapted for all people. 4All people can belleve

in a God that Jesus exemplified. For all men want to see the

God that will forgive their sins, give peace and their hearts

and love ir their souls. Ve found that no one of the ethnic

religions would do for all people in all the country. The ®kkx

ethics and moral ideas of anyone of the ethnic religicms

1. Burrel: "The Relighons of the World"™ p. 126

2, Matt. 28:19
2, Mark 16:15



would not do for the people all cver the wecrld, God gave his
Son for the whole world, and everyone will believe ir him
can have peace and happiness.,

When men who have the Christiar concepbtion of God and
who have eXperienced him know the conditions whieh cxist
in the heathen lands they will either go to tell the people

the good news or give a better means to help someone else to

£0. The men who have the love of God dwellinz in their hearts

g0 to the countries where men are groping in darkness will
have something to give the men in darkness that will turn
thelr darkness into light, Thevaill have a light to pre-
sent to the people in dabkness instead of some cocde of morals
and methods., We found that the adherents of some religions
resent & code ofethics given by some other religion, Mcst
of the ethnic religicns have a fair degree of etnics and
morals, but reither one of the ethnle religiors have ethics
or morals suitable for the people of the whole world, Mo
code of ethic alone will get man in vital relationship with
God, It is Crhrist and only him that can lead men to God,

He i1s the only one who will satisfy their reeds. He will
give them a motive to do the right thing. Ethics and mcrals
are good standards but they will not give man the power to
do right. "For I am not aBhamed of the gcspel of Christ:
for it is the power of God unto salvation to everycne that

1l
believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek,"

1., Romans: 1:16

51



52

ihen men find something that will satisfy every need
of every individual they will tell men about it. Men who
have the Christian conception of God are telling abcut kis
love all over the world. They find the abundant life in
spreading the gospel of the Christian religion to tlie places
where men are in darkness., When men do not have the Christian
conception of God they do not have any incentive to tell
others abcut God, because they are always trying to find
peace in their own soculs,

Christianyty does satisfy the reeds of the ,eople the
world over, because it has been accepted and Lus been a
great blessing to thousands of people in heathen lands. It
has gone into lands where there are other religions, "Chrise
tiarity is movinc out over all the earth with steadily in-
creaging power, with every multiplied agencies witi every
erlarged devetion, and with open and undiscourageable pur=-
pose to conquer the world. Whenever 1t has come intoc contact
with natural religion it has assimilated and elevated it."l

If the Christian religion is adequate for a uriversal
religion 1t must be adequate for all the needs of man, It
mist give satisfaction to all the needs of man, Je found
in the study of the ethnic religions that there was something
good in all of them. Christianity does not diseredit any of
the virtues of the ethnic religions, but accepts them, Chris-
tianity has all the good points of all the ethnic religioms.
It has the vittues of whieh the ethniec religions are lacking,

1, Clarke: "Ten Great Religions of the world" p. 505



Christianity gives fullness to the life of man; it is a ple-

roma. "I am come that they might have life, and that they
1

might have it mére abundantly.” "Christianity differs from

all rel;gions in this that is a pleroma, or fullness of know=

ledge."

The adherents of Christian religion have a love for the
poor, the downtrodden, the blind, the lame, and all the wnfor-
tunates., Their saviour went sbout healing the sick, opening
the eyes of the blind and the ears of %he dumb, and administere
ing to the poor., The people who have the Christian conception
of God follow their example. "Bot in the past, dbut in the pre-
sent glorious, not in the future, that I canro% span, living
and breathing, over death victorious, my God --- my Brother
man."3

iihen men look up on their God as ome who loves the poor
and all unfortunates they feel that they must be a friend to
everyone, +henever, men who have the Christian conception
of God have gone they have taken love, had sympathy, and show-
ed kindness to all those to whom they have come in contact.
"The path of the gospel on history is marked on either side
with momuments wXxk of love and kindness, it has relieved the
pocr and suffering, enlightzned the ignorant and helped the
downtrodden to their feet."

Men who have the Christian conception of God are able to

live among other men in peace and.harmony. They treat their

fellow men as they xkmyx would want thelr fellow men to treat

1. John 10:10
2. Clarke: "Ten Great Religions of the World"

3e Ivan Adair: "Real Presence™

2. i "Then s OFdSs §1 SA50 s et chomBaFoety" . 263

rrel:
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them, When men who have the Chmistian conception of God live
like their God prompts them tc live love, peace and ha;piress
wlll avail in their community instead of pride, jealousy,
strife and anger, When men have God in their lives and they
live 1ike God prompts them to live, then they can expeet to
build nations that will stand. "For he has said, I will not
leave thee, nor forsake thee.“l

We have seen that the people who have the Christian con-
ception of God get assurance that God is going to hear their
Prayers when they approach him in prayer; they feel the bless-
ings of God upon them when they serve him; they are able to
get rid of thelir sins when they repernt; they get satisfaction
from their God; they are constrained to take what they have
gotten from God to others; they have a love for all the un-
fortunate; they are able to live among thelr fellow men in
larmony; and they get life abundant and life eternal from
God.

We rmust be convinced that the Christi:n conception is
of great value when men get such results as above mentioned
from their God. PThey must have the true cohception of Christ
and the true religion, "The true relgion sprung from God a-
bove, It mist be like her fountain."z Other religions are
defective and erroneocus, ours is ;erfeet and true, their
system was eséteric, ours is universal; theirs temporary and
for the few, ours eternal and for the race; they in their

1, Hebrews 13:5 .
5, Burrel: "The Worlda's Great Religion



popularity could barely found a sehool, Christ from his
¢cross rules the world."l

"If Jesus Christ is a god, - snd the only god, - 1
swear I will follow him through heaven and hell, the earth,
the sea, and the airl", says the man who was a heathen but
is now a Christian,

"For him shall endless prayer be made,

And princess throng to c¢rown his head;

His name, like sweet perfume,shall rise
With every morning sacrifice.

"Let every creature rise and bring
Peculiar honors to cur King,
Angels descend with songs again,

And earth repeat the loud amen,"

. Burrel: "The keligions of the World" p. 316 Y
;. Richard Watson:Gilder: "The Song of the Hea&hen’,
found in "The World's Great Keligioue Poetry" by

Caroline Hill. Ps 323 |
%. DBureel: "The keligions of the World"
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