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CHAPTER 1

THE RATURE OF THE PROBLEM
TO BE INVESTIGATED

Considerable attention has heen paid to the
relative causes for the rise and triumph of early
Christianity, yet few have glven specific reference to
the eonflict between the two existing culturss, establishe
ed Paganlsn and the new Christian movement, It is our
purpose %o inguire intc the reasons why these two forces
could not coexist in the same enviromment, In brief,
"which should win~the obsoure Christian, who had never
fought & battle, or the cultivated pagan, who had never
lost one? 1 In correlation with this one must inquire
into the causes for the triwaphant Christianity.

Such a study pertains to the foundational
prineiples of Christianity, It concerns itself with the
formative years of the Falth, the areas in which Christi-
anity revealed itself, took root in a minority populous
and acted as leaven in a deecadent world, Certainly s
true representation of the early growth and ultimate
domination of Christianity of the Roman Empirs cannot

1 John F, Hurst H;g_gggi thae Serly Church
{New York} Ghaatauqua'Press. Ye Ds 9



adequately be presented without a portrayal of its
encounter with pagan soceiety and ita sublimity in
comparison with such a culture, We shall see thad
though confronting multiform disadvantages, Christianity
also had to mest the challenges of hostile forces in her
early years, 3Such tension between the two cultures 4id
much to develop and organize the primitive Christian
faith and contributed much %o Christianity as we know it
today. ‘ere no other reagsons for owr inquiry available,
the present study would be Justified,

A, Definition of Terms.

The terms Feganism and Heathenlgm are hoth used
extensively throughout this study. For our purpose they
are interchangesable and appesr synonymous, for while
poaganism is neither Jewish nor Christian in oharactsyr of
worship, 1t is purely ldolatry and very frequently
polytheistie. For our study the terms will often refer
to the state of morals and religious wvalues of non-
Christian people, The term comes from the latin, pagapus,
meaning a villager or & peasant, It derived its present
fornm from the name given to the country populacs who
remained heathen after the gitlies became Christien, The
term 18 associated wlith anolent Rome and historiocally
was not dissolved until the defeat of Lisinius by



on of the Studve

In a study of this nature the procedure rust be
ohronologienl, Therefore it neocessitates an investi~
gation of the politioal, reliiglous and moral eonditions
of the Grascoe-iomrn world of the firzt eentury A, D, It
foliows that within such Gepraved oconditions, loftler
minds were ealling forth philesophies and religions to
of'fer seeking nen., There conssquently existed conmpeting
religions within this culture whiech were to riwel
Christianity, We must therefors investigate the points
of tension hetween Christianity and pegen foroes, with‘ an
ultimmte view of the dissatiefaetion of pagan lenders
with the insdequacy of polytheistic ideals,

e Tind it pertinent to the atudy to sonelude
with an inwestigation of the eanses of the trimmnph of
Chrissianity whieh we hsliove %0 bs in the resaims of
politics, religion, ethies and philosophy. Attentien
will also be devoted to the historie interpretations of
the cause of the rapid spresd of esrly Christimnity, In
epitonimation we shall ocover with brsvity the total
novement and the positive causes for the ultimate triumph
of Christianity over pasan thought and practioce,



CHAPTER XX

DISTINCTIVE I mATURES OF THE
GRAECO=OMAN WORLD OF THE FIRST CENTURY

For the study of any religion, be it Christian or
pagan, the student finds it of paramount importance to
know in what sceisty and eculture that religion has taken
root and come inte fruition, It is thus our task to
endeavoy to examine the features which dlstinguish the
Graeco~Roran civilization of the first century s, D,
from that of contemporery culiures., rurthermore, we must
lJearn in what manner these charccteristic elements
contributed to the rise of a powerful and influential
Faith,

When we survey the work of the historians in their
treatment of this era of ancient history, we become well
aware of the spiritual and moral apathy. T, R, Glover
gives us a well framed mwléar thought, saying in pert:

e have thus in Roman Soeiety a political life of a
highly developed type, whieh has run through a long
course of evclution and is now degeneratingiwe have
a literature based upon that of Greece and implying
a good deal of philoaophy and of intellestual free-
domj and side by side with all this, a religious
atmosphere in whioh the grossest and most primitive
savage eonceptions and usages thrive in the neigh-
borhecod of a sceptieienr as cool and detached as that
of Horaae, 1

1. Te Re Glovaw Tha Conrliot of Heligio ,;._g the
Ear)y Romen Empire (Lon and To,, 16800,
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Consequently in our attempt to characterize the age
and the empire into which our faith took birth we find 1t
advantageous to take into careful consideration three
intrinsic features of that world; namely, (a) the polit-
i0al condition of the Roman IJnmpire, (b) the relisious
situation of the dominion, and (¢) the rioral atmosphere of
the age and consequent hunger for emancipation from the
grossness of the gentury,

A, The Folitical Condition of the fmpire.

Christianity took full stride into a world whioch
wag cold and abjeoct. & world politically dominated by
Romanism and eulturally domineered by Hellenism culti-
vated a unique setting for the oradle of Christianity,
The Roman HEmpire contributed greatly, and we may well say
singularly, to the consolidation of mankind into one
politieal organization., It was thus that the dissolution
of the local and tribal barrlers resulted and the keen
awakening of the pagan consclence to & cosmopolltan s.p.irit.g

To this point in the political history of Home, the
goverrment has passed through the throes, the resultant

faotor which produeed numerous forms of statesmeanships. The

2 George P, Fisher, The B__%__jm%;%g_g; ¢
{(New York: GMrles‘Scribne;"s Sons, 91}, D -



historiaen Tacltus gives us 2 eompendious view, when he

gays in pars,
Kinga held dominion in the c¢ity of Homs from its
foundation! Licious Brutus instituted liberty and
the eonsulate, Diotatorships were resorted to in
temporary emergencies: nsither the power of the
decenvirs continued in foree beyond two yesrs, nor
the eonsular authority of the militery t¢ribunes for
any length of time, The dominatlon of Ciana did not
continue long, nor that of Pylla: the influence of
Pompey and Crassus quiekly merged in Caesar: the
arms of lepidus and aAnthony in Augustus, who, with
the title of prinese, took under his eommand §ha
cormonwealth, exhausted with civil dissenslons,

We are thus brought to the era of Christendom, for
it was during the time that the supreme power of Rome wag
vested in Augustus that Christ appeared in the fabric of
the Empire, Let it sufiies to say at this point that
thought ~ugustus Caesar proved to be the man of the hour
in the annals of Roman history, his rule ls not without
sharp oriticism.* Frostitution of politieal power and

natural vice were prevalent in the age of debauchery,

A brisf survey of the extent and eharacter of the
Impire 1is necessary to our study. Of no mean value is the
fact that Home centralized the pagan world of the age, It
was the velebrated sugustus who erected in the Forum at
Rome the milestone which dencted 1ts centrality in the

8 C. Tacitus, Anpals, 1, 1.
4 Inia, 1, 9.
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ancient world, We are informed through the eareful work
of Latourette that the Roman boundries at this age
erbraced a larsger portion of the Mediterranesan basin than
had ever been united under cne ruler in any previous

generation, 9

That Rome's populous was heterogeneous we ray be
sures 7This is manifest in the wide sxtension of the
Empire, With the peninsule of Spain as the western
boundry and the river lile forming the eastern border,
the Homan Emplire stretched vertiomlly from the const of
northern France to the desert of Africa, ~8 Roman legions
advenced, the eonquered were assimilated into the Impire,
As Glover reminds us, the fmpire extended iis boundries
as it d4id by sparing the oonquered, rather than by cone
auering, 8 The stimulating element of Rome's polley was
its extension of oitizenship with sorporate private and
politieal rights, KRoman poliecy was one of extmgeme
tolerance of local liberties and customs, as such wers

found competible with imperial polieys 7

5 Kemwth .:aoott latourette, 4 of t_l;s,
nsion % Christia v, £ive wolumes, ane
g ye Len ‘Nevr York, Hagper Bm., l%h, p. Be
6 T, R, Glover, Ihe ilorld o Tagtangnt
(Wew York, Maomillan Gampany—qm 178,

7 Samuel Dill Socle
Aurelius, (London, kaem n a% Uompany, 192.%). Pe 803.



8
The chief sontribution of iKome was in overcoming
the prineiple of netionality and infusion of the coneept
of universalism, "he value of this is evidenced by
Chlhornts statement:

Of iafinltely more eonsequence is it that there was
now developing in the RHoman lmpire a Universalism

e sl e the £ D e 0,
providential signifieance of the Roman Bmpire stand
forth more strikingly than here, 8
But it s left to us to inguire into the means of
such unifieation and asesimilation of which we speak, Of
politieal unity we have already spoksn but it may also be
said that all types of eivilizatlon converged and mingled
within the confines of the Homan impire, psoples from the
most diverse origins and ramote districts. Uhlhorn is
not far amiss when he terms the Homans the "robbers of the
glohe" 9, for surely Rome comprehended the majority of
oivilized mankind and the intrusion of her legions was

conventional in the anelent world,

There was therefore engendered a cosmopolitan

splrit of such magnitude that no longer eould a provincial

8 Gerhard Unlbhorn, The Conflict of Christianity
witglﬁeaghag;@ (New 1’01'):; Charles weribneris Sons, 1°92),
Po °

' m‘.}_. be. 15.
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worship or mannerizm remain the possession of one psoples
WWere such elaments extended at one point they may now

have no 1limit in their expasnsion.

It is well to be reminded thet this universsl spirit
was a movement whioh had been in progress for some three
centuries prior to the date of our present study for it had
its true ineeption with ilexander the Great..°
less, the fruition of such efforts now appear within the
boundfies of the iloman ¥Empire as it unites by its rule

Neverthe-

the many seni-autonomous eity-states gpread throughout

the Mediterransan world.

The occurrence of & unlversal languapge and culture
nroduced prolific results, The widespread understanding
of the two great languages, Greck and lstin, sponsored a
vorld of one intelleet. The Greek language was the
madium of universal barter and the free use of this
language witnessed the first time when men eould rrke
free exchange of thought and ideas, Sueh unity of
language simultaneously inereassed the similarity in soejal
customs, commercial setivities and imperial interests.
That the Hellsnism of Greece produced & startling con-
tribution to the Empire and the world we may be sure,

10 Xenneth Seott latourette, oD, Clte, D. 10.
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A man brought up in circles where the influence of
Greek culture was felt could not fail %o find hime
self at home in every city of the empire, and to
reet everywhere men of like sympathies and interes'b?

with himself,

Another faoctor of paramount importance in the
consideration of the integrating elements of the ¥mpire
is the freedom of intercourse between the inbabitante of
the Medeterranean basin, Under ..ugusbus Caesar's reign
a great stimulus was given to travel, Roman youth
Journeyed to Athens for study while Greek provinecials
ventured to Rome in turn.

With all this rapld circulation of offlieials and
travellers, the fer-streteiing linits of the Roman
world must, to the general eye, have sontraoted,
¢he remotest places vere drawn rmore and more toward
the centre, and the inexhaustible vitality of the
imperisl ciﬁy difiused itsell with a magisal power
of silent transformation.

There now also relgned an economy of peace., The
pax Romapa produced a oivilized world enjoying nominal
poace, latourette asserts that it was along the trads

routes of cormeroce, themselves encouraged by the pax

Romana, that Chriatianity was soon to meke its advance-

11 &, C, MoGiffert, o Hisg%u N Ggis%;agygg \
the Apos ipe (New York? Charies '§'e'r ner's caz:cs,'m
mz ® p" 7

12 Samuel Dill, Op. gits, pe 207,



ment with startling repidity. 19

Roman jurisprudence brought a unity to the empire
that no other element could have done in like manners
Historians suggest that this wes the great legaecy of
Rome, 1% Taeitus eries out against the numerous 1awalS
but finds it necessary to give an aegcount of the pre-
eminence of the multitude of laws. 1® In generalization:

It was one of the means of reducing to homogensity
the component parts of the Smpire. The conoceptions
that entered into the warp and woof of this great
gade mreoﬁiﬁaiﬁéfg themselves into the common 17

Our study involves the Graeclan contributions and
these are cardinal and distinetive but will only be
mentioned briefly at this point., Greek thought, as 4did
languasze, dominated the Roman world. As Christianity
arose the prevailing Greek philosophy was seeptical 18
and her passion for injuiry firmly held sooclety,.

15 Kenneth Scott Iatourette, The W
Lizht (New York: Harper and Brothers, 1941), D. G

14 George P, Fisher, The Beginnines
SEhristianity, ps 526 ! o

15 C, Taoitus, Annals, 5, 25,
15 M' 3, 28s
1.7 G‘Oﬁrge P‘. Fiﬂh@lﬂ, 92‘ mi. p. 55,

18 John Hurst O zarly Chureh {Mew
York: Chautauqua Press, . ‘%2‘ %%
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We now have a bhrief portrayal of the political
enviromment and the geographical and cultural extent of
the Roman Empire, But the fact of such contridbuting
elements to the world of the first eentury does not
delete the aetuality of vise and pollution infused in
that society. Gibbon sees with clarity the evil:
It was scarcely possible that the eyes of sonterpo-
reries should disecover in the publis felicity the
latent ocauses of desay and corruption. This long
peace, and the uniform government of the Romans
introduced 8 slow and secret poison into the vitals
of the empire. %The minds of men were gradually
reduced to the same level, the fire of genius was

extinguished, and even the militery spirit 19
evaporated,

B. Religious Condition aof the Ropen FEgnire.

The life of the Roman Cfmpire was permeated with
religion. On every hand throughout the empire could be
found countless temples, hosts of gods and goddesses, or
in some remote distriest perhaps the reverence of the
seored tree, Roman religion itself was characterized hy
$ts practicablensess, for thelr gods represented powersSw
mmpina-with very little personality attributed to them,
We find 1t unnecessary in this present study to even
suggest the gods of domestio life, What we do consider
of prime importanse 1s that the emperors saw the value of

19 Bdward Givbon, The Decline and Fall of the

w %2;& (Nﬂw York: E, P, Dutton and GU.‘ ﬂnda)‘
s DPe .
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religion as it played the role of & bond on the conscience,
dlisposing men to freely obey imperial decrees. Augustus
Caesar made an express deoree that every member of the
senats should offer a libvation in the temple before he
take his place in the aszambly, 20

The Greek's imaginative and aesthetic power in the
ereation of gods was soon $o0 bhe felt in Roman clrecles.
In the hours of civil stress, Roms called the augur to
consult the Sibylline Books with the result of the intro~-
duction and worship of certaln foreign deities, slways
Greek in charaster,

From the time of the second Punio War to the
religious revival sponsored by ~ugustus, Roman religion
was rapldly deecaying. 21 Syncretism, divination, augury,
lisentiousness, all worked to produse the decadence of
religiocus faith and ferver, We may accept Hurst's siate-
ment with reserve in which he asserts that the antire body
of people were hostlle to any spiritual religion 23, but
we confirm the faect that 1t was a sensual desire that

20 Gerharﬁ Uhnmn. Ihe Ceonflict of Christianity
with Heathenism,

21 Samuel Dill, Upg eits, pe 520
22 John ¥, Burst, Op, oits, p. 12,
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rroduced the myriad religious culta that now eppeared,

Until the days of ..ugustus Caesar the religion of
Rome was essentially politieal and rundene and consequente
1y orfered little to the deep aspirations of the human
soul, Nor 4id the simplicity of life, so gharacteristic
of the anclent Roman oitizen, any longer exist, but wes
gradually being replaced by an arrogant and sumptuous
ariatoaiacy. The middle class which had becen the woof
warp of Roman soolety was now being supplanted by a
2% With the rise of this class there
came & revolt from the faith of the age and a lapse into

corrupt plutocracy.

moral and spiritual apathy. It is with truth that Farrer
Bay8,

The upper elasses were destitute of falith, yet
terrified at sceptieism, They had lons learned to
treat the current mythology as & mass of worthless
fables, soarcely snusing enouzh for even o sohool~
boy's ﬁugh:tar, but they were the ready dupes of
every wandering queck who ohose to assume the chars
acter of & mathematicus or a mage, IJheir official
relicion was a deorepit Theogony; their real religion
was & vague and credulous fatalism, which disbelieved
in the existence of the gods, or held with Epilcurus
that they were earsless of mankind, 24

23 K, De Prossense, lhe Am%g&g Wg;%g %gg
Chr;;h%tz. {New York: Ay T, ims rONg an n, ned.),
Pe 4174

24 P, W, Farrar, The Farly Days of Chris
(New York: Columbian PubXishing Company, 160
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Tharefore at the dawning of ths reign of susustus

there was in the political sphere a deterioretion into the
viagt abyss of ocorruption, and in the religious realm the
apoarent seceptiocism and yet an ever eraving for a universal
belief. 25 There arcse in ~usustus & man who saw it his
nission to restore the anoient roligion of latium, °° He
revived old priesthoods and cersmonies and sought %o

restore religion to its old place of power in Roman life,

But aside from thc restoration of the anclent
religion, fusustus brought in new features, primarily the
Caesar-worshlip, Imaugurating,but pointedly not inspired
by a real religious sentiment, the new imperial cult
marks the genius of Augustus, Here let it prove suffi-
olent to say that this genius-worship waa destinsd to
become the one unlversal form of religlon and the touchs
stone of loyalty to the Roman oaplitol, With a study of
sush magnitudes we find it necessiry to deal with at
length in & subseguent cha ter, What we have intended to
do here is to bring the historie sequenve of Roman
religion to the time of Angustus and show that the
"impire was s glant body, without a living soul," 27

25 E, Pe Pressense, Op, ¢ib., De 419,
26 Sarmel D111, Ops olt., pe 533,

2% FPhilip Sebhaff, History of stol
Chureh {FMew York: Charles uerﬁne ; p. %3
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D, IThe state of Mopals in the smpire.

"When falth goes, morals perish with it." 28 surely
the moral depravity of the age was at the very lowest ebd
and in itself was sufficient proof of the failure of
Augustus Caesar?s attempt at religious restoration. Could
one find a more lurid description of the viee of Rome than
the portraynl by the iApostle Paul in his Epistls to the
Remans? 22 The writings of Sensca aslso abound with the
tales of licentiousness, eruslty and sensuslity which
marked the ~ge,. 0
daily the sense of shame diminishes.” 31 Dean Farrar
glves ample portrailt of the moral condition of the Roman
people?

Despising & life of honest industry, they asked only
for bread and the games of the Cirous, and vero ready
to support any govermment, even the most despotic, if
it would supp;ly these nesds. They spent thelr mornings
in lounging about the Forum, or in dancing attendance
at the lewvees of patrons, for a share in hose larw
gesses they dally strusgled. They spent their after-
noonsa and evenin%s in gossiping at the Publie Baths,
in listlessly enjoying the polluted pleys of the

theatre, or looking with fierce thrills of delishted
horror at the bloody sports of the arena, -t night

"Daily the lust of sin increases;

28 Gerhard Unlhorn, Cp, cite, De 94,
29 The Loistle to the Homeans, 1:124-32,
30 Iucius A, Seneea, De Ira, 2, 9,

31 IDQq aitvc
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they erept up to their missrable gerrets in the
lodging-houses of Rome~into whieh, as into the
low lodging houses of the poorer quarters of
London, therc drifted all that was most wretched
and most vile, Their lire, as it is described
for us by their contemporaries, was largely made
ap of squalor, misery and vice,

We may properly inguire as to what produced such
lewdness and wice within an Hmpire so mighty. Gibbon
acoounts for such conditions by the faot of monarchical
govermment., 33 Other abnormalitlies dbrought about susch
moral degeneracy, (a) The immorslitiss connected with
the pagan cults; (b) the luxury and extrsvagance brought
about by the wealth pouring into the sapitol; (¢) slavery
with all the base affeections imaginable; (&) the position
of women in the Hmpire, and (e) the ormsements of the

century, the stage and the arena,

Aocounts relating the havoc wrought upon Romen
eitizenry through the Lrmoral tales of Greeck mythology
are legion. The bvase conceptions of the unythology stories
swelled the tide of corruption already striking hard at
the existing chastity. The saorifice of captives or

slaves vas not uncommon, while Sextus Pompelius caused

38 F, W, Farrar, Op, oit.,Ds 3.
33 Zgward Gibbon, Qp. oit.,p. 8l.



nen to be oast into the sea as an offering to Neptune

for Rome's vistory over the enemy, °%

Prostitution was made a part of the religious
serviees.35 In Corinth it was practiced in honor of
~phrodite, Revelry, terrible orgies and indecent soncs
accompanied religious seremonies. Temples were places
of corruption and obaeenity, The temples of Isls often
beoame the places of gullty intrigue.

With the vast conguests of the Roman legions there
eéame an inmense inflo: of wealth into the capitol city.
I am aware of the exaggerations that have bean pictured,
nevertheless, splendor and ostentatious exhibdit were
everywhere ourrent, ILife in Home was a succession of
festivities, with enormous expenditures on laviously
spread tables, hosts of slaves and elegant furniture,

vWhile the populaoce of Rome went in want that
beggars deseription, Roman ladies displayed unapproached
splendor, Some are reported to have dressed in robes
covered with pearls and emeralds, yet less costly than

34 Geo, P, Fisher, Beginnings of Christisnity
p. 198, i ’ ’

36 Tertullian, Apologeticus, 15, 7, "If I add
that in the temples a ui‘cem; es are arrunged, that
between the altars the pander's trade is pliedesecs.”
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other dresses in their wardrobes, 56

with the plutoersoy, slavery existed :ith all of
its base corruptions, In Roman law the slavewholder
waz vested with full authority, he oould best, main or
kill his mslave, The slave was regarded as a thing-reg.
Slavery produced a marked effect upon the lives of the
masters for too frequently they became hard and cruel and
unappreciative of any serviee wrousht them., Perhaps
rightly can it de said that "the worst result of slavery
was that every formm of honorsble labor was despised, and

became, as a service of slaves, o disgrace,® 37

Roman law saw no qualities of humanity in a slsve,
i‘hen a master was killed in his house, the slaves of the
household who had spent the night under his roof were
executed if the proper murderer was not found. Tacitus
records a law, decrecd by the Senate, which states:

A deeree of the senate alse passed, equally tending
to the vindieatlon of justice and security; that if
any one was killed by his slaves, those, too, who by

hies will were mede free under the same roof, ahcuid
be executed among his other slaves. 38

,, 38 FoM.Terrer, o Serly Bays of Christienity,
Pe 4o

37 Gerhurd Uhlhorn, Op. gcit., Dpe 138,
58 ct T&Bitns, fm’ 15. 520
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The publie shows and ammsements of the Roman
people besame an engrossing passion. 7The theatres were
the eenters of corruption and Taeitus sees an irminent
danger to the dominion as he witnesses Ythe ohlef men of
Rome exposed to scenie pollutions under pretense of

encouraging poetry and eloquence," 39

The theatre consisied of licentious stories which
in themselves deploted the literature of the age, Dancers
knew no bounds in which their enthusiasm oarried them and
the unchastity and obsoens sharacters played havoe with
the morals of the eltizenry of Rome.

Tagitus gives account of a sea-fight staged for
the bensfit of the populace as the multitudes erowded the
adjacent hills along the river Liris, Only after great
effusion of blood was the awful spectacle stopped. 40 He
also reveals how infantry corps fought on suspended
bridges extending over excavations ef great depth, 41

Along with the gladiastorial show the publie
executions played a leading role for the entertalmment
of the royalty and populace. Many condemned were burned
at a funeral plle, others were exposed to famished beasts

3¢ C, Tﬂci‘bus, Anm‘t;g, 14, 20,
40 Ibid, 18, 56,
41 Inid,12, 57.
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end tora limdb from limb while others were tormented in
unspeakable ways, 42

The position of the women in the Empire also
reveals the morbid conditlion of the sge. Family life
disappeared and the ecncept of purety in marrisge vms
regarded with disfavor, Tertullian ehallenges,

¥here is the happiness of marriage so prospered I
think by morals, that, in the six hundred years
following the fonnﬁation of some, no house
registered a divoree? But nowdays among women no
limb of the body but is heavy with gold, wine
forbids the fres klss; divorce-~divoree by now is

prayed for, as 1f it were the proper sequel to
marrisge, 43

E'S idA to.

The population of the Romen Bmpire steadily
deercased and only a cloak of arroganey congcealed an
enire wreaked with sin., Our study of this age is
relevant to our subjeet for it (1) shows the grossness
of the age in whieh Christianity was born; (2} manifests
the ecomplets inmadequuey of the existing philosophies
and religious cults in eoping with the moral snd spiritual
dissolution; (3) evidences a deep seated need for a
dynamie, heart-gripping Faith,

42 Gerhard Uhlhorn, Ops gibte, P. 128,
45 Tmmn,,iﬂ"xom ﬁ@t%ﬁg&. &. 60



CHAPTER I1X1
COFPHTIG RALIGIOUNS AND PHIIOSOPIURS

There oxistsd in the early cantiuries of the
Christian ers rivaling relisions ondl philosophies, That
Christianity exiated and grew nmidst such conflisting
thousht and passions and yet wag deatined $riuwph over
sush contantion, 42 our task to portray.

Prilip Geher? points out that there were three
ehosen mations of antilauity, tha Jews, Creeks and the
Aomens. *  dach attempted to origimste and perpstwnte
scme form of religiows haven. Our attention is therefore
dirsoted toward, (1) Judaism and ite dlstinotive features
ag rarxed by the eontrast of & pagan vworld envirvonment;
{2} Stolelss and its myatiscal philosophys (3) a brief
survey of the lster mystery relisions; {(4) the imperinl
sult of Roma, and (B) the impeot of Christisnity upcn an
aptagonistie pagan world,

Zudsiess ond sonfliotins

Cur study of Judaiss involves us in & brief Lnvestie
gation of whit De Fressense terms “the history of the

1 Phiiip Sehar?, r% e
{liew Tork: Ser s end Dons, l%:
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human consclence in the aneient world, as that conscience
becane illuminated by a revelation." 2 Though recognized
from the days of slexander the Great as an influential
people in the politiocal, religious and so#ial spheres
Israel stood as a distinot people in the midst of a pngan

world.

Judaisnm stood mighty in her moral and ethloal
principles in the midst of a world robed in idolatry and
wickedness, Therefore our first ingulry regards the
elements of Judaism whieh made her the leader in the moral
and apirituel realms. Though she won men through a
common appesl, her attrestlve elements were none the less
unique, Angus presents an epltomse:

In a world oraving spiritual power and moral refor-
mtion they attractsed oconverts by the appeal of a
venerable antiquity-an important ltem of apologetic
in the Graeco-Homan world; by an austere and virile
morality whioh gave them pre-eminencs among the laxer
norals of Paganismi by & resolute and robust thelsn
and an invineible personal faith in God eas the
omnipbtent Dispenser of the happenings of history;
by regular gongregational worship in demoeratic
religlous brotherhoods; by the serupulous attention
to the religious sdueation of children; together
with a general edusational poliey for the peoples
by the demunoiations and promises of the synagogue

2 De Pressense, The Apgient iiorld and Ch
(x’w York: A, C, Amt;'o'ﬁé&a}%% Eﬁ' Po 4BF

3 BS. Angus Religious .uests of the Grae
Roman Weorld " (New Y&%ﬂﬁarhﬂ %rﬁinar %fs"Sow, ‘fgzg? » Do 50,
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pulpits dby the assurances of moral self-control and

moral progressi by thelr superior heoly books trans-

lated into the %%@3& , &nd by an energetiec
erary apo

and competent . tic.
{a) The religious scope of the Jew, The Jew was

a apeclalist in the fleld of religion much as the Gresk
was in the sphere of philosophy. %e ensounter in Israsl's
sacred Dooks the radiant faith of the Fsalmist, the
unquenchable hops of the Hebrew mind, the ritual and cult
of the Temple, the passionate plea for righteousness from
the prophets and the legalism of the priests, That the
religious mind of the Jew was contributive to the better-
ment of the world cormminity is clearly manifest:

Wherever belief in a Moral Ruler of the unlverse was

diffused, eivilization received an impetus. DBelief

in sueh a Huler gave encouragenment to, and sense of

responsibility for, & right use eof life, Intellestusl

and social develomment became most marked in those

Gentile communities where Jewlsh influence was

greatest, 5

(b) The Jews maintained the monotheistie ideal not

only through a great lineage of godly men but ealso hecause
of perlodie interpositions of Geod through His prophets,
The all centrolling feature of Jewish life was the

individual’s relation to the covenant God of Israel, Her

4 S. Angus, Op, gite, PP+ 51-52.

5 F, Huldekoper, Judsimm at Rome (New York: James
Miller, 1882). Ps 20
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portralt of God whom she worshlped wes that of Sovereign
and Sustainer of her national life. Though a God of
intervention on behaelf of the welfare of Isrsel, He is
nevartheless tranascendent, omnipotent and aws inspiring.
Paganism found 4% 4irffioult to understand suoch worship
and we are informed that ss the vietorilous rompey rudely
brushed hls way into the holy of holles, he found in
amagement thet there was no image of & deity. &

(e} The bedy of Sacred Scriptures, The Jewlsh
Torah was a powerful authoriterian foree whioh helped
Israel withstend the great calamities thet strueck at the
very foundetion of her national life, In the Seriptures
the entire gaumut of human relations is sovered, the
Jewish piety, the passionate faith so prevalent and the
ory of the oppressed. The saered books played a major
role in the sounteracting of heathenism in the ancient
world for in themselves they propegsted the message of
theism and sublims living. "The sacred books of the Jews
were transinted in ilexendria and entered into the

ecommerce of ideas and beliefs." 7

(d) The hope of immortality pulsated through the

6 Flavius Josephus, Antiquities, 4, 4.
7 E, De Pressense, Op, cit,, DPDe 464-65,
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life of every person in the ancient world but even more
keenly in the life of the pious Iareselite, The early
mnessages concerning this subjeet were neager as well as
pessemistie, for Sheol was the land of darkness 'nd death,
In the Book of Daniel we obtain an unguestionable
affirmation that man's personality will survive and

death shall thus be songuered,

(e) The Messienic hope of the Jew. <The orientation
of ths Jewish religion was towerd the future, It was a
profound truth that God was to act in some decisive
manner in the midst of Israel's national life., The very
antioipation of the coming of the Measish kept a high
spirituel and roral depth of nature within the soul of
the Jew,

{(f) The ecclesiastical and institutional Quties
of the Jews are inpressive and contributive, Uf great
inportancs was the Tenmple, the rallying center around
which Israel's communal life was restored after the exile,
We are informed that there wes not an important c¢ity in
the Graeco-Roman world which did not have the synagogue.S
Hymns and prayers and rituslistic utterances were the

senter of the worship services, The ceremonial law vmas

8 E, De Pressense,_Op, gite, De 465,
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codified and adopted; the Sabbath observance beganse a
sentrality of the falth, "There is no city of the Greeks
or of the barbarians,"” Jeosephus says, ®whither our custon
of resting on the Sabbath hes not come," °

(g) Indirectly we have mentioned the high
morality of the Jewish people, Huidskoper attributes
to Judaism alone, the high moral sense whieh could
ultimately lead to the improvement of the moral gondition
of men. ¥ Thus along with the sbsorbing interest in
religion, Judaism had a consglence more sensitive in
the moral realm than that of any other peoples The
demand for a stern morality proved lsrael's missionary
bid to the world,

We now turn our investigation to the merhods
through which Judaism introduced herself to the pagan
world, (a) This was primarily acoomplished through the
dispersion of the Jewish population. The providential
guidance of the Jewish race is conclusive evidence of
their uniqueness as & nation. The separation of the
people and thelr seslusion ereated the peculiar cast
and character which distinguishes them, The saptivity
took 8 people of great unity and religious and social

9 Flavius Josephus, Apion, 2, 40.

10 F, Huldekoper, Ops cite, De 5.




qualities and scattered them over the breadth of the

Bmpire, With them they oarried their atiributes:
The Templse, the ritusl center of the sntire nation,
the Synagegue, prometing doctrine more than ritual,
yet ereat in all gountries and e¢ities new centres
of Jewish life; with the Hebrew 014 Testament and
the Septuagint, appointed to earry to the heathen
the law, the Prophets and the Fsalms of David,
Palestinian Judaism, with the T e and the ilebrew
014 Testament was in the highest degree a central~
izing power. To it gravitated all the oountless
sonttered Jewish econgregations. The Diaspors, with
the Synagogue and the Septuagint, was a widely
operative centrifugel power; shrough it Israel becanms
a mggsenger of God, & missionary tc the heathen 11
world,

During the reizn of ~ucustus there numbered
somewhere ne:r 40,000 Jews in Rome, and in the time of
Tiberius, 80,000, Furthermore, seven synagogues are
known to heve been in Rome at this tlm@,.lz'ThuS'wa
have a view of the dispersion of the Jews among the
heathen and the subsequent result of eatablishing a
foundastion of moral and religlous precepis,

{b) The echaracter of the Jewish people also had
a great affect upon the pegan environment. The Jews,
regerdless of how far away they wers from the main body,

kept the leen sensé of their national self-consclousness,

1l Ukrhard Unlhorn, The Confl of Christianity
ggtg Heathggggg New Ybrk:'ﬁﬁarles oeribnerts 5
Pe .

iz %, Ds 83,
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They possessed & marked individuality, yet highly
colored with a eorresponding universalism. In any sccisty
the Jew remained a Jew for his high ethisal standard
distinguished him from the licentiousness of the age,

There was a marked difference between the Jewish
gonacience and that of the pagan regarding moral and
ethical questions, #s we have witnessed, the heathen
prided themselves in the number and the natiomality of
their slaves 1° , While the Jows can rarsly have been slave-
holders during the first aentury,l‘ Again, while the
pagan reveled in the brutalities of the public games,
Judaism repudieted savege amusements, 10

In aharp distinction to the meny gods of noganisn,
Judeism taught the existence of CUne Supreme Divine Deing,
one who took interest in the "moral education of mankind,"16
Faganism had 1ts lncompatible groups of deities, none of
whom eontributed or in the least way showsd an interest
in the improvement of morality among men, Taolitus

protests that the gods seek only revenge, not security for

i3 ¢, Taeitus, annala, 3, 53,

14 F, Huidekoper, Judaisu &t Home, p. 88.
15 PFlavius Je%phua,iﬁgtiguit;gg, 15, 8, 1.
186 T, Huldekoper, Ops cite,pe 17.
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the psopls, 17 Paganiam with its prevalent polytheism
and Judaism with her high monotheistie soncept ecould not
be reconciled, The very fear of the heathen deitlies
or "national™ gods did mot invoke or engender & spirit
of satisfaection among pegan peoples, and thus many saw
within Judaisnm a thelstie principle whish was appealing,

slthough the Jews wet pagan ridicule due to thelr
imageless worship and precise religious duties, they
proved to be tke leaven of each cormmunity in whieh they
logated. The great teaching of the Jewish synagogue
had its basis in God and a eorresponding huwwen responsi-
bility. The hesthen worship on the other hand eontained
little of the sublime in its rites, Divination and
auygury only appeased the sonsciense of the masses, while
no bhigh motives of heathen religious duties governed the
morality of the paople. Indeed it is said that
Those who can loock up to, eomnune with, and derive
worthy ghother human oF divinesmuat, a8 & Tule, Tise
above those who have no such privilege. 18
Jewish wriltings treat the moral law as if there is
no argument for its ahsolute obedience and nccessity. It
was a requirement whiech muet be met, & cormmandment to be

17 €. Tacitus, Historiss, 1, 3.
18 F, Huldekoper, Ops cits, De 20
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kepts Surely the portrayal given in the previous chapter
iiluastrates the little moral influence that was present
in pagan eenters,

Judaism, with 1ts manifest weakness, was tovering
over a pagan world, The religlon of the pagan world wes
sompletely inefficlent and corruptliang in practice, But
the wery antiquity and stability offered through Judaism
extended to men a spiritual fountain,

Be Judeien and Shristianity meot.

Historians have well saild that the seed of
Christianity was planted in Jewish soil, *° Christianity
took root in a Jewish stmosphere and wes propegated largely
by men of the Jewish nationality. Therefore it is not
unnpatural to believe that Christianity embodied much of
the religious charaeter of Judaism, Glover ealls the
death of Jemus, the final cleavagse of Christianity from
Judaism,”® Two groups thus arcse to affeet pagan society,
Jewish~Christians and the Gentile~Christians, To the
loyal Jew, Christianity was intolersble.

To pagans, Christianity was but & religlous sxtrave-
gansewsontemptible, indeed, but otherwise insignificant.

19 Al W, ler T;qg Chureh in History (Abingdon=-
Cokesbury Press, glggﬁ),’p. R

20 T, Re Glover, Con t of ‘é%%? #ﬁ Roman
Empire {Iondon; Mathuax’x % 'y 2}, p.';%s .
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To the Jews, on the other hand, it was an objeot
of hatred, whiech never stopped short of bloodshed
when it possessed or cculd usurp the nower and vhich,
though long suppressed by cireumstances, displayed
itself in 81l the intensity of its virulence during
the brief spasm of the dictatorship of Baroochba. 21
Christianity wos hateful to the Jews on every groundf
Reasons for sush antagonism are apperent., (1)
Christianity seemingly nullified Jewlsh ILawj (8) Liveratsd
by the Christians, the Gentiles were free from the yoke
of the Mossic laws (3) Christianity rendered an attitude
of indifference to many Jews to the institutions of
Isreel, and (4) the climax to this situation was thet
pagan minds were confounding Christianity with Judaism,
in truth Judaism's bitterest antagcmsi;.aa A nation
whieh had so long stood for the concept of monothelism
sould not now aecept the dootrine of a ¥aecond God", It
was ineredible for the true Jew to agespt Jesus of
Napareth as the Mesaiah, In all, Judaism could no move
acoept Christianity than it could pegenism and it spent
much energy with view of destroying the new Faith, "The
unbelisving Jew was a spiritual and a soeial danger to

the Christian in every city of the East,® Glover says.z‘v’

28l F, Ve Farrar, T Eagéx £ Christianity
(New York: Colwmbisn Pubiis ing o.%' » Do 42,

33 Ibig’ F. 48'

2% T, R, Glover, Op, git.,Ps 169,



33

The sonverted Jew, on the other hadd, also proved
8 great souree of difficulty in the Christian community.
This group maintained that for a Gentile to become a
Christian, he must first become a Jew, observing the
rite of eircumeision and the ceremoninl lew, The solution
to this Judaizing tendency caused the council to be held
in &4, De 49, at Jerusalem, w4 Here the differences between
the two tondencies vere reknovledsed and peaceful
compromise agreed upon, Sohafi says the results were
twofold:

The Jews it left to their national form of relision,
undisturbed in their chservence of the law: and u»ron
the hsathen converts it placed no burdenscme yoie,
but only such regquisitions es & regard for pure
morality and the principles of Chriastlian eharity would
lead them readily to fulfill, 25
The years from A. D, 50 %0 65 witnessed the labors
of Paul in the Gentile~Christian miassion rovement, Soon
the event which ssversd all relations between Judalsm and
Cnristianity eccurred in », D, 70; nsmely, the destruction

of Jerusalem; the Jewish theoorscy was now crushed,

Judaism hed fulfilled her mission. ©She haed suceess-
fully planted the seed of moral and ethieal conduct. The
Apostles of Christianity took an independent stand belore
the world, challenging men with a new end vigorous Taith,

24 Aetg 15:6-29 ¢
28 Philip Seharr, History of spostolic Chureh,p.620.




Ce Stoioism.

No portreayal of the forces which Christianity had
to meet 1s complete without some adequate representation
of the philesophical mode of thought of the era, Yor the
purposes of our study we must pass the age in which the
philosophies of the great souls of ethics and relision
were vogue, and turn to the phllosophies that emerged
from an age of dissatisfaction and moral impessiveness,
The two philosophies which thus grip our attention are
the Eplourean and the Stoie, both the products of a
desperate age,

Of the former we may say but a few well coneluded
facts, OCertainly Epicureanism had no religious messasge
and in fact its maxims were sontradictory to any religious
motive, When any philosophy attempts to resolve all good
into pleasurs it mey expegt defeat. This philosophy,
which Fisher ealls "practical atheism" 28, apread rapidly
and widsly throughout the Empire but proved to be little
but a disintesrating prineiple and what the historian
Leoky has termed "the apology for vige" .2” The same
author gives a striking epitoms of Epicureanism:

26 G, P, Figher, Ihe %mg_or G%&t_@%x_
(New York: Charles SeribrerTs and Sons. 18817, p. o

27 W, E, H, Lecky, History of L% n@, % Morals
{Hew York: D: Appleton ami ompeny, 1678}, Vol. L, p.’l’?ﬁ.
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The mission of Epigcureanism vias, thereforc, ehiofly
negative, The anti~patriotic tendency of its teach~
ing c¢contributed to that destruction of nationel
feeling which was necossary to the rise of cosro-

politanism, while its etrong opposition to theocloglcal
bellefs, supported by the genius and enthusiasm of
Lusretuis, told powerfully upon the decaying faith.Z8
In the study of Stoicism we must distinguish
betweon its two forms. (&) The original system is represonte
ed by two men, Zeno and Chrypsippus. (b) The latter is the
modified Reman Stolcism of the first century of the
Christian era, and such men as Seneca, Eplotetus, Tacitus

and Marous Aurelius prove its ardent disciples,

The Stoicism founded by Zeno hed for its logleal
principle much the same basis as the Eplioureans, "but
derived from then diametrically opposite moral conclu-
sions,” 29 Thus the Stoloism of Zeno professed a bellef
in e Supreme Being, although such a oconcept vas couched
in pantheistie conceptions, Hatter and Deity being
identical it would only follow that the universal Zeus
is present in everything.

The theology of the Stole was an ill-defined, umn—
certain end somewhat inconasistent Panthelsmj the

Divinity was espeoddlly worshipped uynder the two
aspects of Providenee and moral goodness, and the

28 Ibid, p. 177,

29 I, De Pressense, The Anoient World and
Christianity (How York: 4. Ue :THStrong onT Sol, Nede)
De .
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soul of man was regarded as a detached fragment of
g;: :hgiggizyegg rgi‘at lenst pervaded and accompanigg
As inadequate s such oconoeptions mRy seem, the

stoles did oppose pagan deities and temples and this is
no smAll advancement in thought, FPlutarch states in
part, "ve know that the ostoles, holding to one lmmortal
and indestruetible Uod, think that the others lnave bsen
born, and will perish," 91 4And as late as the writings
of the Stoic Senega, the sbsurdity of the wvorship of
imeges is manifest, %ilot from gold, not from silver;"
says Seneea, "from this material no image ecan be devised
regembling God," 32

The soul, the original Stole philosophy taught,
was not immortal for it wes corporeal, Ieoky says the
firat doctrine was that the soul of man had a independent
future, but not an sternal existence, though it was
"to surdkve until the last conflagration which was to
destroy the world, and absorb all finite things into the
all-preveding soul of nature," 33 It ims apparent thot
the human soul was considered to be a detachment from tho

%0 V. E. Hs Iocky, Up. glte, D» 198,
%1 FPlutareh, Flutarch's Works, 7, 654.
32 Seneca, Ipist., 31, 10.

33 W, Ze He Leoky, Op. cit.,DDe 182-83.
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the Divine Source whieh must ultirately be reabsorbed by
the paront Deitye.

One wonders how suoh & philosophy that offered
so little hope for immortality could maintain its position.
Hut the fact that it expanded and spread throughout the
Empire apart from this very important doctrine proves
its intrinsie worth to the citizenry of the fmpire, That
there was much doubt ~nd eonfusion concerning irmortality
in the minds of Stolo leaders is olearly nanifest. The
founder of Roman stoiolsm, Panaetius, held resolutely
that the soul perished with the body, while Seneea contra-
diets himself repeatedly on the subjlect, 54

The creed of Stolicism ves certainly not emotionsl
in nature, but in bare faet was to triumph over all
emotion. Thus, no anger, no pity, no suffering nor
indulgence, was perhaps the pure creed of a true Stolc.
Its attempt was to arrive at complete insensibility and
with the su rression of emotions there was ushered in the
ascendancy of reason, 7To this, Lecky adds a second
principle, namely, virtue &s the scle legitimate object
for the aspiration of men. 35

34 loc. git.
55 W. E. H; Ieeky, _Q_Qo Gitj.,p. 1'77.
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Into the Roman world, corrupted and destitute of
any spirituel or moral vitality, emerged utoiclsm, a tried
and proven philosophys 7The deep scar of paganism sbtood
open on the gurface of the great Empire and the remedial
power of Stoloism was now to be trieds T. R, Glover
interprets the Stolc infusion into the impire es one of
great boon to Home when he gays in part, "they noeded
some foundation for life, some meank of linking the
individual to sonething that eould not be shaken, and
this they found in Stoloism,” 38

There was, to be sure, a elose affinity between
Stoleal morals and the old Homan character and perhaps
this occasioned its success in making a prominent mark
upon the ciltizenry. If Stoieism had taught nothing more
than th:t man was capeble of aittaining an extremely high
degree of moral excellence, 1t would have proven its
worth to Rome, But coupled with this maxim the advocates
of the philosophy tauzht men to fear nothing beyond the
present life, oSuch eontributions to Rome bhas made it
possible to say, "Romen virtue found its hizhest exprese
sion in Stoicism,” 37

36 T. R, Glover, Sonflict of ~eligions
Early Romen Empire (Londont Mothuen and mﬁ%, P 37

29 ‘n. Jl-. H. Iﬁﬂ}(y, _‘_p‘- Oito’ s 231,
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Stoleism, even in its modified Roman form,
contributed two eardinal prineiples to Roman society.
The first in the practieal realm, the determination to
teach men how they should live, and secondly, stoloism
exalted the inward freedom of man. In essence, Leecky
generalizes by saying, toicism "saught men tc hope
little, to fear nothing,” 38 Nor would Stoieism cornpro-
mise with preveiling philosophies for
in the midst of all these eircumstances the toies
taught a philosophy which was not a compronmise, or
an attempt to moderste the popular exeesses, butb
which was rather in its austere sanctity the extreme
antithesis of all that the prevalling examples and
their own interests could diectate, 39
Roman Stoleism departed from the rigid system of
Zeno and imparted new conecepts which marked its moderated
form, Seneca's conception of God is that of a moral and
spiritual Being, possessing personality, the secret pover
within man and the force within nature which constitutes

the realm of csrﬁer.m

We may say discernedly that Reman Stcicism sowht
%0 bring about a moral salvetion in an Hmpire saturated
with morbidity, largely by kindling aspirations within

38 Ibid, D 222.
39 Iblg. P 181,
40 Seneoe, Epist., 73, 16.
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ix‘3‘-’1i"idua.’l_ hearts 43 arter a higher and purer religion,
Purthemra, Stolcism brought the ethical prineiples of
1iving into the sphere of the religious as had no other
precoeding soclety, 42 Realizing the callousness of its
entire philosophy and the fatalism of its main precepts,
we may affirm the statenent:

esesthere is a grandeur in Roman Stoieisn; for

deolamatory and thestrical as it sonetimes is, it

yet contrasts nobly with the abjeot life around 11,45
Its eontribution in the realm of megnanimous gestures vas
indeed exceptionsl., Ilecky says in part, "Of all the forms .
of human heroism, it (Stoleism) is probably the most une
selfish,"** Stoicism edvanced a cosriopelitan spirit based
upon the teaehing thet 1t was the duty of each men to
eonseerate his life to the welfare of others, It also
broke down elsass barriers and attempted to annihilate all
pational limitations placed upon any people,

Whet we must say for Stoleism, and prineipally
Roman Stoicism, 1s that while it existed in & soclety
destitute of moral mandates, bereft of all interests in
eivil and religious liberties and addicted to gross crimes,

41 T. R. G’lﬂ?&l‘, .(_)_EO @1‘bo,p¢ 65.
42 E, De Pressence, Op. cit.,p. 445,

43 JIbid, p. 444,
44 V¥, i, He Lesky, 22. mo,Po 178,
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the Stoiecs maintained a comparatively lofty moral code.

It 18 therefore not without cause that the historian calls

the Stoie "the representative and sustainer of the past,.” 45

But moral reformation based on Stole principles
did not succeed in the main for a world sorrupt and
inouleated with rabid motives, continued in its degestable
adoration of its own vices, When Roman Stolelsm advoocated
sulcide it measured its own life line for the doctrine
proved to be the "eulminating point of Roman Stoicism™ 46
Sueh final utteraness on the part of the Stoies lacked
the inspiration of the truly noble life,

Ita ecomi.lete suppressicn of the emotions not only
erushed evil passions but those of the most elevating
nature also. It was a philosophy destitute of love and
robbed man of sympathy and compassion. It took mway the
gentleness of nature and taught men to cherish a haughty
spirit. It looked upon vice only with disdain and never
cast a pathetlc glance upon the manifest wickedness,

Stoicisn was simply & school of herces-it recognized
no gradations of virtue or vice. It condemned all
empotions, all spontaneity, all mingled motives, all
rrineiples, feelings and im.ulses upon which the
virtus of comrmon men mainly depend. It was capable
of asting only on moral natures that were strung to

the higheat tension, and it was therefore naturally
rejested by the multitudes,

4,5 ‘V,E.H. IGG]W’ On. Q‘igqipg 2935
46 Ibi4,v. 222,
47 Ibid, p. 195,
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Stoicism therefore did not cepture and maintain her
place within the range of thinking and experience of the
ancient world, But upon posterity she left her merk,
Christianity being no exeeptlon. Perh:ps Ignatius,
Bishop of -ntiooh, exemplified .-toic traditions when he
passionately desired martyrdom, "I am willing o become
God*s whent," Ignatius sald, "ground by the tcoth of
wild beasts, that I may become pure bread of Christ," 45

De Ihe Mystery Relizions,

A world whiech had gresped at every wague conception
of religicn, and which now found the aftermath of such
liberal indulgence a wretchedness and misery indescribable,
nov turned to self-ghastisement and the revelry of
initiation »rites for salvatlion and peaes, Lietzmann
points out that the religious tonc of the Empire at this
date was eharaeterized by a falling away from the official
religion with its tles to the cormunity, family and the
race,4® Therefore it was the great anxiety about the
soults salvation whieh impelled men to resort to the
nysteries,

The Mysteries stood for & religlous knowlcdge end

48 Ignatius, Epistle 1o Romans, Ve

Hans Lietsmann, Beginnings of the €
Chureh tHaw York: Charles Boribner’s >ona, lgggi, s Pa 283,
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&nd benefit whioh was accessible only through the rites
of initiation,50 1The mysteries were oharacterized by
religious values whioh took possession of the soul of the
individual and concermed practical life and hope. The
mysteries sought the attaimment of purification, immore
tality and complete blessedness of life. In a depraved
world such objectives appealed to man's deeper moral
pature,
& sentimental religion, deriving from a sensuous
mysticism, inspired lzope of future 1ife for the
initiates, who as such, irrespective of their
morality, were entitled to happiness in this world
and bliss in the next, while those not initiate
would fail of happiness here and sink in slime
heresfter, 51
«e are aware of early mystery rsligions but mere
reference to them as antegedsnts of the later cults must
prove suffieient in this study. For owr study we are
interested in those nmystery cults which Impinge upon the
Graeco-fioman worlid of the first three centuries of the
Christian era, It may be said that the s read of such
worship origimated with the conguests of Alexender for
no longer eould civic or loeal worship satisfy the needs

of nmen,

50 Henry Shamon Myster hgﬁ-%% and
the New Teutams g Yorls:: W&ss, 8}, pe 10,

51 E, W, Hopkins, T _Hgstor% of Relipiong (New
York: Eaemillan Company, l@%), Pe D02,
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The mystery religions took great growth during the
Hellenistlec period and in the Roman era, "enriched theri
Selves %o an ever greater extent fron the east,” 5% liany
earnest minded men had rejeeted the absurd religious
noverionts which had presented themselves, but the personal
form of the mysteries along with salwation they offered,
aprealsd to such men, It was among such people that the

eastern mysteries took root,

Owr iLrxiediate study is concerned with those mysters
ies having thelr principel seat at ileusis, those of
Cybele at FPhrygia, the Zgyptian mystery-ocult of Isis and
Ogiris, the Orphiec brotherhoods and the Persian Hithraism
whieh swept the Impire so mightily. Aware of 3heldon's
caution regarding certain collective deductions derived
from one or another of these mysterya-aulta%, We mMAYy nevers
theless f£ind generalities which characterize the nvatery
religions and such findings prove wvaluable to ouwr shtudy.

Viewed generally, the Kyateries appeared as
voluntary brotherhocods rather then stete institutions,S%

The new eommunities were both a unity and an astual
organization of & miragulous super-humanity: he who

52 Hans Lietzman, Op. cit., p. 225.
55 H. e‘g Shﬁldan, ‘Iojp Q.lgc,l)u m'
54 1bld, p. 23,
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belonged to them relt himself to be lifted out of the
rultitude of hig "orofans” Tfellow-sltizens, and to be
pleced in a gecret relationship with the porers of the
godhecd. He hid trodden a road which led out of this
ouimion world and its narvow eonfines into the spherss
of the mods, and whiech at times brought the reality of
that hisher :;orild into dlissful consclousness, 55

Though the mysteries formed such fzaternal groups
it is the consensus of opinien that they did not provide
their devotees with any body of moral or metaphysical
instruction.®® The initiation rite itself was often
Irmcorel with ite orgy of strange ceremonles, intoxieating

dances, flagellations and self-mutilation.

Another outstanding charcocterdstie of the mysteries
seen in their genersl east was the faet that they leagued
themselves with magie. Uhlhorn portrays this through
Hispelytus's record:?

Hippolytus gives & long list of these artifices, of
the way the priests so eontrived, that the doors of
the temple opened of themselvez, that at the roment
when the flame of the suerifiee blasmed upon the
altar a mysterious music was heard, that malestieal
forms apyearsd in the altar-flames and the likej; thus
the noviees really believed themselves parpetuaily
surrounded with miracles,

Ons ocannot minimize the affects of the mystery-

56 Hens Lietzmann, Op. 8it.,Ppe 223=24,
56 H, C, Sheldon, 0E¢ gitnch 246

57 Gerhard Uhlhorn, The Conflict Christianity
with Heathenism, pe 383, -



46
cults upon the Graocco-Roman world. Aside from the serious
defaults of the mysteries, and their pure pagan character-
istics, thoy are not void of some sublime qualities. De
Pres.ense susgests a ehange im relisious thinking which
the mystery-cults ushered in:

The effeot of these nysteriss wus to render religion
more popular, The best imheritance in the future life
was no longer reserved for heroes alone, Initiation
established a sort of moral equality, whieh minimized
differences of oulture and descent. This wag not the
least of its benefits, As the mysteries of .leusis
opened to all the gate of the abode of the blessed,
the ill-gtarred portlion of menkind resorted to them
to find compensation for the inegualities of the 8
earthly life, S
There remains the faet that the popular nmystery
religions all lacked serious moral and spiritunl vigor
so direly needed, The great Eleusinian mysteries reenacted
the drama of Demeter and FPerssephone, portraying in all
vividness possible the return of the soul from the clutehes
of death, The initiation wase so Impressive that it socn
beeane standard to suppose that such rites established &
closs bond between the neophyte and the dlvinities who vere

being commemorated.

The festival of Cybele and Attls was celebrated
during the spring months and the worship often resulted
in uncontrollable orgles., The worship commemorated the

58 i, De Fressence, lhe inglent World and
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the resurrsetion of ~ttis, husbend of Cybele, Here vuo a
8lowing pmomise for the worshizer, for as ttis had been
raised to 1ife, 50 would eaeh devotee, Incorporated with
“hif mystery vms the bloody taurcboliw:, & sacroncntal
blood bath which united the novice with the gods,

The Orphie religion is distinguished by its moral
earnesiness, It vas individuslistie in its eall, centor-
ing the thouzht upon the next 1life and calling men to
union with the ~od Orpheus. It was a wvagrant brotherhood
ohallenging men with its dootrine of transmigration of the
soul, It was a religion which saw the needs of men and

with a realism which other nystery-cults had lacked,

The last to be mentioned is the Mithralesm of rersia
which infiltrated the Roman borders and swept the entire
empire, The charscteristies of Mithraism are unigue. *he
god, Mithras, was represented as medistor, patron of
soldier and ¢ nsequent discoipline Implied, and a responsive
benefactor of men. The one great limitation wes the
conplete disregard for women, ZRegardless of the splendour
it achteved in certain realms, Mithraism, it 1s said, wus

the last embodiment of the pagan idea of deity before

it went down forever in the brighter licht of another
religion from the East which was to supersede them alld®

E, D, Sopher, The Relimions 9%4%@% (New York:
Abingdon=Cokesbury f’ress, BOB} , De .




E. 1ne Imperial Cult.

Augustus® era of religious reform was in essence
& revival of ancient religious precepts of the Roman
people, Indeed, the rulerweult did not originate with
Augustus, although certainly he 444 populsrize it. Gibbon
reminds us that such deification of smperors is the only
instanece in whieh the Romans deperted from their customary
prudence and modesty. 80 e may call this in question in
view of the many seduetive religious tendenoies Rome had
entertalned to this point in her history. 7There now
existed a eoereive forece, largely consisting of the
intellectuals who looked with disdaln upon the religion
of the masses, to bring back some form of State worship.
It now appears that ruler-worship was to be the final role
within paganism,®! end was to prove the real resistant
foree to Christianity.

The deifying of human beings 1s not indigenous to
Roman thought but was deeply rooted in pagan conoaptions,
In hi=s bdprilliant study, Sweet points out that

Whatever may be the reason for it, polytheists sxhibit
a spontansous tendency to inelude’ great and powerful

60 Edward Gibbon %% of the n.OI
HZmpire {New York: E, P, D on anﬂ o., n. o)y 1, DDe GE~G9,

61 L, M, Sweet, Roman smperor Worship (Boston: R,G
B&ﬁgel', lglg) I3 P‘ 123" e
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gggzﬁlgfraoaalitias among the objeots of their

For our purposs we need but see the connection of
Such worship with the procession of other gods to appreciate
its pagan associations, It was in Greek thought that men
became divine through illustrious deeds, But the machinery
for the deifisation of emperors wes long established in
Roman thought through wveneration paid to ancestors, the
D1 Banes or 4ivi perentym.5® Ana in the sense that Augustus
vent back to a worship that was fertile to Roman emotion
and thought, his rule ushered in a revival of ancient
religion, To such a movement Augustus received not only
support but deen gratitude,

Couple this with the fact that the Roman world now
enjoyed peage, uniformity of government and law after some
odd hundred year® of anarchy end oivil distress, and we
see in some mensure the rsason for Augustus's success in
establisghing ruler-~worship. To a populous lost in
eonfusion the possibilities of divine kingship presented
themselves and all were t00 eager to meks Augustus a god
upon earthe. Cumont witnesses to this ‘i‘actz

The powerful chief who delivered his state from the
goourge of invasion and ensured it peage and welfare

62 Ibid, p. 38,
63 Ibid, DPe 45~46.
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accomplished a work which secmed to be boyond the

ability of man, and he was adored as & present god,
praesens mumen, a saviour, 64

It would seem germane to say at this point that the
imperial cult, therefore, was largely a matter of publie
ex ression of gratitude for some benefit brought the
eitigenry. In truth apotheosis of the ruler was a popular
gesture of acknowledgment put in religious terminology.6d

Fmperor worship was established by Octavian
Augustus in the year 42 B, C,, when he compelled the
Senate to declare the apotheosis of Julius Caesgar,%®
Indeed Sweet calls Caesar the "first and determinative
member of the new &ivi".%7 Thus Roman religion became

fooused upon the deiflied princeps and it was to be but a
short time but that around Augustus a gonstellation of
miraculous narratives were rapidly gat!mring.ﬁs The
sequential movements took rapid stride: in 36 B, C, the
gratitude of Italian municipalities gave Augustus a placs
in their temples, In 30 B, C, was inaugurated public

864 Franz Cumont, A Life in
(New Haven: Yale Universi 2

65 H'R' v{ilbllﬁhh?, ’ )>=:?:, ’.,,..: L5, 2L <- AXB743
University of Chieago Press, 1929), Ds 18

56 E. H. mmn £, B - Xs3.
Christisnity (St. Louis: ﬁms,

6? I)g E. Swee’b' 020 Glt., P; 54"

68 W,E,H, Leoky, History of Duropean Morals, i, pa 266.
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Selebration of his birthday and in 29 B, C, the senate
established the sugustan celebrations. In the year 12 B.C,
Druysus dediscated en altar to "Roma et Augustus"™ near
Lugdunm in Gaul, Here we pote & gonmbinuous thread in
Romn's developing religion, namely that the Romaeocult
wae closely united with the emperer-oult.

The Romaeculi is interlocked from the beginning with

the rial, There were temples of Dea Roms and

Divus Tulius for Romen oitizens at Ephesus and Niccea

and probably elsewhere, The worahip of Roms was 69

connected wi h that of the -.ugusti almost universally,

The growth wee rapid snd there were dbut few

provinces that did not partloipate in the worship of the
emperors JThe historian Taeitus informs us that the worship
of sugustus began at Pergamon where the emperor cult and

the vorship of Roma were unified.?®

Some scholars point out two striking facts concerning
the imperisl-cult worship: (a) Divine honors were not sousht
by emperors, but pressed upon them perheps for politiecal
expedienocy and (B) that the divus beecame a new god added to
the pantheon, whereas the living emperor wae thought to be
the remppearance of some well know deity.’T Gibbon rerarks,

.. regular custom was lntroduced, that on the disease of

69 L' El SWQ@?;, E’_‘n' ml'p.‘ 62.
720 €, Tacitus, Annols, iv, 57.
71 L, bie Swest, Upe gite. De 66,
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every exggemr who hed neither lived nor died like &
tyrant » the senate by 8 smolemn decrece should plage
him in the number of the gods: and the oceremonies of his
spotheosis were blended with those of his funeral, 73

In the worship of the smperor it was not the physical
Torm of the magistrate himself, but his eternal divine
crentive essense, his "hypostatized s irit", or Genius
that received worship. But Sweet points out that the
worship of the genius wes a frail dbarrier against personal

worship and was inevitably to become pure idolatry, 74

The erystallization of the imperial-cult into a
grest soeial and political cohssive foree was an assured
result. The ruler-sult always carried with it a great
semblance of politieal unity, for by the Lus 4ivimm,
worehip was plseed in the hends of state offieials,’ There
wag therefore introduced into the Mediterrameen world a
worship which waes comuon 40 #11 provinees, Uhlhorn says with
keeness,

Hot one of the anclent delties oould have gecured a

united worship, but all men 4id homage %o the Caesar-
gods, In their service there arose a unity of worship

72 Concerain: men like Nere and Caligulae, Gibbon
says, "Conspirators attacked ths person of the tyrant, witlie
out afming their blow ai the authority of the emperor.”
Eqward Gibbon, Degline end iall of Boman Ympire, i, p. 71.

73 Ibid,De 69.

74 Lo M, swaﬂt, 9_2. ma,P. 66

?5 M’ p‘ 85‘
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entirely unknovn to former times, Thus it came to
puss that the vorship of the Empérars eelipsed all

other worships,

Thoush we are ecautionsd on overstressing this
prineiple of unificntion we inov that one great defect
of provineial administration of the impire had been that
fow moans had been advanced for such provineials to
exoress thelr views to the central govermment. This was
now largely met by the establishment of the gongilis, o
representative body which met to celebrate the worship of
the empsror. The universal eult now was ready for
abserption by the barbarians in the north, Egypt in the
South and Syria in the Bast,?? Indeed, we are told that
it is not too much to say that the only deity equally well
known and worshiped in every locality of the BEupire vms
the emperor,’d

It was the attempt to enforss conformity to the
emperor-worship which was ultimately to divide the empire,
for the erowning confliet between paganism eand Christieanity
arose in direet connestion with the worship of ths enmperors
Sweet zives a vivid deseription of the contrast between the

76 Gerhard Unlborn, Conilict of Shristisnity with
Hﬂathegm s Pe 85,
7? Fo H, M&rﬂm&.l. _Q‘E. Qi't.r’ ?1 71.

78 L. Eg S‘:feet, 9_2. e;-t.,P.BQ.
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finnl pagan attempt et worship and the great splendor of
Christendom:

¥For words which but reveal the pitiful human weakness,
ﬁhe absurdity and the baseness of the greatest of the
waesars, when upplied to Christ, are like the cluster
of jewsls which bolong to the sunlight to whish they
add nothing, but from which they gather and refleot
unimeginable splendors. 79
Thus, though the worship of the mperor mey have
strengthendd paganlsm by giving it & cormmon center and
unifying diversified forms of heathenlsm, it nevertheless
permitted cormron men to see what the gods were to vhonm
temples were erected and homege paid, It was born to
failure and could maintain its stability only through

govermmental edict and eredulity of pagan people,

For a while the cult of the emperors was a real rellgion
for many a resident of the Howan Empire. In the lons run,

however, it was imposszible toc malntein warm religlous
feeling towards a succession of men who had so little
divine in them, Consequsntly the imperial cultas
pecame graduzlly, like the oult of the Capiteline
triad, a convention, « formula, a tradition, an
abstraction and not a religion, 80

79 L, M, Sweet, Op., git. p. 142,

80 M, I. Restoytziff, Mystie Italy (Hew York: H.H,
Holt and Company, 1927), De 59 .



Hitherto we hnve snid little of the Christian
novemant and ot this stage only a few prelininary state-
ments £ra portinent to our stufly. DBub tho fact thet
the Christinn vovement wos rapidly eonverging upon the
oapitol of the Hmpire is svident, for et the elose of the
first century one-twentioth of the total population of
the oity were Christians,81 That we ravit reckon with
ths study of Christendom here is odbyious from the faot
that after deeondes of persesution, Christisnity emarged
triwmphant, with 2ot only seweral million loyal diseiplas,
but &lso an empsror a5 patrons

We have shown %o this point tho sxisting relligions
and philosovhies that gripped the anclent world, It is
dirficult to oomprehend the distinstions dbotween the
vagusness offered by sush religioms eults and the high
moral and spiritual tone of the new Christian rovenente
The faot that Christianity was ot & religion whiloh would
epaxist alongaide of heathen religions was the souroe of
irritation and conflist. Christianity's very claim to
Divine revelntion and the supsrmbuwrsl demanded her pro-

81 Givbon's conservative estim te is thet the
mmeriorl strength of Christisnity &t thiz date wae at
50,000, Zdvard Gidbbon, OUps gitesDs 570



eminence in the realm of religlon. We shall see 1n a
Bubssequent chapter that her very uniqueness separated her
Trom the vast mumber of religious ocults so prevalent dn
that anocient world, Had Christianity remained a Judaistic
sect 1t would doubtless have suffered no agonies, but the
fagt that it claimed universal dominion eaused the rescnt-
ment and radbid hatred,

& new religion for a single nation might have given

no offense, It would have been resognized, as were

80 many heathen cults, and monotheistie Judaism ag

wll., But a universal religion eculd not be thus

allowved. The conflict was for nothing less than

dominion of the world,

A multi mumber of ressons for the intense hatred
of the Christian are available, Yet the prime objestion
to “nristianity, from the view of the Roman patriot, wes
that the new movement vas seenmingly anti-national and
therefore looked upon as a dangerous faction in the State,
Tertudlian states in cuite bold terms, "Nothing 4is more
foreign to us than publie affairs,” 55 Certainly every
Christian spurned the worship at metional altars, boldly
refused to strew incense to the emperor or take oath by
his genius, and held himself sloof from public gemes,

B2 Gerhard Uhlhorn, Conflict of Christianity with
Heatheniom, De 218,

83 Tertullian, Apology, 58.
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For the Christian's denial of the Stete religlon;
for his "tampering with domestic relations™ and his
aggressive characterB4 and in all, his intense hatred of
all that eharagcterized peganism, the Christian met with
foul abuse and vwretehed perssoution., Marshall says,
The eonfliet was inevitable, Both Christianity
Ghd the imperer oonid nov Both be the suprane lords 85
In somewhat close sequence, Uhristians suffered
mertyrdom under Nereo; under Domitian (A, D, 81), who
kept the Ghristians in a eonstant state of alarmi Trajan,
under whom Ignatius was martyred; Hadrian (117-138)
Antonius Pius, during whose relign Polycarp was martyred;
the Stolce, Marcus Aurelius despised Uhristianity and his
reign saw Justin Martyr beheaded and the slave girl,
Blandina tortured; Severus} Decilus, who set a new wave of
violensce in motien; Gallus} Valerian; and finally Diceletlian
whose attempt to erush Christianity through publie
slaughter, only brought a sympatletie reaction from the

heathen. %

Only two of these persesutions were in any sense

84 F, H, Marshnll, Op. gite,pDe 271~73.
85 ,M. P' 2?30
88 Ibid, p. 280.
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gonerally aimed at the sup;ression of the Church, namely
those under Deoius and Diccletian, Many of the others
wdare outbreaks of personal tyranny and cruelty and to a
more detalled account of such resction we shall turn at
a later point in our study,.

¥hat, we may ask, made the Christien so tenamious
in holding to the Feith? If we answer this, we in the
mein answer the question az %o the cause of the reapid
growth of the Christian Chureh. Gibhon's classie causes
rre: (a) The inflexible and intolerant zeal of the
Christiane, (b) The dootrine of a guture life "improved
by every additional cireoumstance which could give weight
and effiecacy to that importent truth,” (o) The mirssulous
powers asoribed to the primitive church. (d) The pure
and austere morals of the Christiens, (&) The union and
diseipline of the Christian republice, which was gradually
findins en independent and increasing state in the Roman

empire's national 1ife.>’

Other remasons are apperent for the success of
rrimitive Christianity, One of the chlef of these was
the pene<ration of Christianity into the synagogues, for
here the Christian message could be planted, Could there

Edward Gibbon, Op. cit., D. 431
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be a more likely plaee for the propagation of the Christilan
nessage than in those eenters where the fiabrevs Seriptures

were knovn and revered?

G. Sumery.

We have attempted to portray the verious religlons
and philosophies so prewvalent in the anelent world and
how they contributed to the Christian movement, It is
apparent that the existence of such movements manifests
a deep eeated dissatisfaection with the gtatus guo. “ur
attempt has been to portray the development Inits proper
chronological sequence, first manifesting the attributes
of Judaism, Stoleism, mysteries, imperial cultus cnd
finally the impaet of Christiasnity upen a pagan atmosphore,.

Certainly it is evident that Christianity aprsared
on & soene thorouchly aoted upon by pegan forees, Thet
Christianity could originate, develop and progress in
such an atmosphere has been made aprarent. e shall now
investigate trisls and persecutions Christianity undervent.



CHAPTER IV
POINTS OF TENSION

A movement with the universal destiny which
Christianity possessed was inevitably to meet the sword
of the opponent, Throughout the span of the first three
santuries Christian martyrs' blood flowed freely, Chris-
tendom deecams antagonistic to pagan eenters in every
procept, and when mere disregard for the new movement
falled to suppress the intense interest of a soul-starved
populace, heathenism resorted to every atroecious act
known to extirpate Christisnity.

Our task in this portion of our study is to
investigate the early protection afforded primitive
Christianity as it appeared, to the pagan mind, under the
guise of Judaism, Ve find it thus necessary to give some
short aceount of the fihal separation of Christianity
from Judeism and the subsequent trial which Christianity
passed through es an illegal relirio. But it is also
essential to know thet the attack on the Christian
movement took plece not only through fire and rack, but
through acute literary attacks, led by that of Celsus.

Finally we shall turn to a study of the charge of
treason as leveled against the Christians, thereby pro-
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duoing an inquiry into the relationship betwsen the
Romen State and the Christian conscience,

iy grm Christianity regogn 159@_‘& o gect .9.1-‘ J!!ﬂ!ﬁi .

To this point we have witnessed the religions end
philosephies which fome entertained and liberally
tolerated that it might in soms measure pacify the eivil
needs of a troubled populncs, Uniquely placed in the nidst
of such & pagan enviromment, with its rapidly changing
deities, was the exclusive Jewish group. Its character—
isties distinetly wmarked the Jewish citimen dwelling in
the land of diverse religions, Uhlhorn observes that the
Jew's adroitness a8t putting himself at the mervice of the
govermuent in power 1, along with their wealth, procured

for them an im ortant series of privileges. a

It 42 a singular fact that during the early growth
of our great Christian movenment, Judaism acted as her
protecting shenth, 48 long as Christianity wes deemed a
mere sect of Judaism, 1t enjoyed the protection and the
privileges that the Roman government extended to the Jews.

1 At heurt they were unfriendly to any state
wh’ch showed indifference to Jewish olains,

2 Gerbard Uhlhorn, Confl.;cg_ of Christianlt
Heathenism {New Iork: Charles Soribner's Soms, 1392
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While such protection and toleration was given
Judaism, the primitive Christian brotherhoods, which
continually passed for Jewish associations with the
Roman offieials, remained ummolested, Tho Christian
group, though extremely antagonistie to the pagan idesls
of the Roman state, enjoyed the right of assembly and to
some measure the toleration of thelr refusal to worship
the national deities, so long «s they held their social
status as Jews, Thus we may feel certalinm that as long
as Christianity appeared within the socially rscognized
unit of Judaism, it continued to enjoy much ef the
irmunity, freedom of worship end sonduct that the Roman
authorities conseded to the Jewish faith,”
Christianity, even five years later than this (the
death of Claudius), was regarded at BRoms as & part
of Judaismy and this being assumed, there was no
foreign religion save Judaism and no native one

either, which was engaged in public teaching. Ro
religion save monotheism was gaining ground. 4

Pagan ignoranee thus shrouded the era of the rapid
growth of early Christianity, Ve may be sure that it vas
not Judaism thet was aotively engaged 1n cn aggressive
missionary cempaign, but rather the Christian brotherhoods,

Se Ja Case ngs%iga_;? - ggm?ﬁ :
Chureh Kew’York: Baz"per rothers $8hers, 1953), Pe 166.

| 4 ¥, Huidekoper, Judaism at Rome (New York: Jamss
Hiller, 1882)’ Pe 226,
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It was Gidbon who said, "The Jewish religion was admirably
fitted for defense, but it was never designed for eonquest "3
The early Christian converts carried a rassion upon their
bosom whioh the loyal Jew no longer experienced.

Though bitter antipathy existed between Judalem and
Christianity, the resemblanoces were so keen that the pagan
mind caught no glimmer of differentiation, indeed, he
sought nones The exolusiveness and non-sceilal basia of
the Jewish and Christian societies distinsuished them from
the heathen enviromuwent. Thelr mutual zeal for religlous
truth and the unity of Godj the resuliant product of an
ardsnt theistie failth, high morality, marked both social
grouns} and the divine authority assigned the body of holy
Seriptures, all manifest a cowmmon ground of allagiance,
When Judalism settled down, content to be left wmolested
and to win but few proselytes, paganism llkewise scemed
to grow camplseent, But Christianity was not so effected
for she carried on missionary activities hitherto unequaled
and unknown, regardless of the lmpending forfeiture of
sueh privilges as the Jewish community may have enjoyed,

There is guite divergent thought on the part of

5 MGihbm,I%%%WFa " the Roman
E‘tﬂgi__r_a {(New York: E, P, tton a oy Detal, i, 434,
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scholarship as to when the Roman govermment ceaszed to
regard Christlanity as a seet of Judaism, Ramsay, at
some length, refutes the view that Christianity was not
recognized as & separate movement until as late as 4, D,
96, 8 He observea:

It secems almost as absurd to say that the Imperial

1iey treated Christians until 95 under the mistaken
dea that they were Jews, as it would be for some
historian of future ages to argus that the British
Government eontinued until the twentieth scentury tg
mix up the Bralmo Somajl with Bralminism,

It would seem on the other hand, and this is the
evidence of historians, that the Christians were distinguishe
od as early as A, D, 84, Indeed, when Tacitus asseorts
that Nero earried out perasecution against "persons cormonly
ealled Christians” and elaborates somewhat by giving
mention o cne "Christus®, put to death under Yontiua
Pilate, it seems ample proof that Christians were so

recognized and knowvn as early as July of 4, D, 64 8

We need not limit our evidence for the protection
of early Christianity to sush seeular sources. Throughout
the Book of Aots, whieh breaks off roughly at A, D, 62,

6 W, M, Ramsay, The Ggg%f h %_1); the W" Enpire
(Navf YOl'k: é. 5. Wﬁm, » pt & J

7 loc. git.

8 C. Taeitus, Anpnals, xv, 44.
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the attitude of the fomans to Christians is noticeably
favorable., Paul and Silas at Philirpl are condermned,
not as Christians, but as Jews.? Though the Apostle
Paul was a prisoner at Rome, it was only as the activity
of the Jews against him and as the result of his ovm
arpeal to Caesar,

Though Judaism aeted as the protectorate of the
early Christian movement, it nevertheless despised all
popularly reckoned assceiations with it. The portrayal
of this 18 no clearer given than in luke's sccount of
Jewish hostility to the work of the -postle Paul,t®

Christians were intolerable when thought harmful
to the state, Ramsay makss the nssertion thet the Flavian
poliocy {A. D, 69) tovmrd Christianity vas politleal and
not religieua.n Christianity was apperently viewed as
disloyalty to the state and as such must be reckoned with
flor the safety and welfare of the soscial group, Hance
when Christianity was looked upon as a guperstitio and
pot as another religion, it was intensely hated. The
entire movement was regarded as hostile to the order of
the stete, and therefore subject to all the foul sbuse a

pagan world eould initiate,

e Aots 16:20,
10 «»€ !Zg 18:13.

11 W, M, Ramsay, Op. Cit.,De 274,
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B. Separation from Judaism.

For lusidity of thought in viewing the utter
Beparetion of the Chureh from the Synagogue, we find it
& distinot cortribution to briefly survey Jenes Orr's
susgestions regarding the developing stages in the conflict
between Judaism and Christianity.22 (a) Culminating with
the martyrdom of Stephen, the first stage manifests an
unbroken unity with Jewish institutions.’® (b} The
founding of the Gentile Chureh extends from the stoning
of the first martyr up to the Apostolic Conference, (o)
The fipal eres, cormencing with the Council whieh convened
at Jerusalem and ending at the conclusion of the apostolie
age, rmarks the great eontroversy between Jew and Gentile,

By no means are we to understand that the schism
between the two bodies was ih: result of an immediate,
singular event, The hostility of the Palestinian Jew
towmrd the lord is evidence of an enrly antegonism. Again
it was Stephen's fervent preaching that dbrought the wroth
of Jewrish magistrates against him, 4nd by no small degres
is Peter’s vision and subsequent intercourse Wwith Cornalius
an effectual power in the break between the two elements.

end L;te:mtu. e of the

Toughton, 190351, DDe (0=

‘_m (New York:
15 .I‘Setg ¢4046.

AT



67
Of great consequence to Gentile mimsions iz the
great work of the ..postle Paul. Frior to his sonversion
(between A, D, 35 ana 37) the Rabbl Saul's bitter
abhorrence of Christianity was elsarly manifest. Yot
arfter the Iord had touched his serplexed heart, no m:n
had more moral stamina in the opposition of the oeremonial
law than 4id Paul, No single individusl had as much to do
with the founding of the Geantile~Christian Chureh then
did this Apostle, Philip Sghaff points out that Paul's
work was the medium through which the threatened sohlsm
cane tc & head:
Paul's succassful propagation of the “ospel among
the Gentiles, which wes the main seal of his apogtle—
ship threatened to mroduce a sehism in the church
11;3553 between the two leading cormunities of
erusalem and -ntioch, and, in general, hetwesn the

balimrs of the ciramiaien and those of uncircums
ecision, 14

The issue with Paul was elearly between Christ and
the ritualistic ceremony. It was his empbasis upon
salvation dependent entircly upon faith in Christ whioh
caused fellew workers to look with displeaswre upon his
work. The work of the Apostolic Conference in A, D, 52,
calmed the existing rimlz;y to some extent, DBut in its
end results was littls more than a compromise, allowing

Philip Sehaff stor* the
_Am h%’mv York: Scri’pn’r ) ons %%f Eﬁ
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to the Gentiles an exemption from the ceremoninl law
“hioh the Judaizers would have laid upom them. This
victory, ir it is nroporly interprcted as such, wag
lirgely due to the efforts of the +postle Pauls

Regardless of the antecedent movements, the
ocomplete emancipation of Christianity was not effected
wntil 70 A, De This marks the date Titus triummphently
marehed into Jerusalem, leaving the Temple in flames and
thus outwardly destroying all tangible existence of
Jewish national life, Vi ithout sueh & center as the Temple
for a rallying point, Jewish nationnl interest disinte-
grated rapidly.

No longer wae Christianity viewed by the pagan
mind as & movement within Judaism, Lietzmann reminds us
that the separation attracted and aetually recrulted
pegansel® The hesthhn saw within the Christian faith e
newv and powerful novenment, galining momentum with great

rapiditye.
Henceforth they (the Christians) were recognizsd by
the henthen as a tertium, a8 they were often

salled-e third perty beside Heathenism and Judeism,l6

15 Hans Lietzn:n, The h‘o%vi% of the Sh
niversal (New York: Charles Soribnmer's Sons, 1957), ii,
Pe A T

16 Gerhard Uhlhorn, Op. git.,p. 254.
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Ce Christianit: under Trial.

Christianity from its very beginning was to meet
the rebuff of a hostile world., Not only were false
accusations leveled against Christians but bitter
perseoution as well, Euseblus records ten major
persecutions but in general the persecution of Christians
falls into two main divisions, The first era of
persecution, extending through the first two and & half
centuries, is largely loeal and sporadie. The second,
ehronologieally extending from the middle of the third
century until the reign of Constantine, witnesses an
attempt by several rulers to oomplately annihilate the

repidly growing Church,

The first generation of Christians bore the torturss
of the Neronian persecution, Ascording to Taecitus, Nero
aeccused the new seot, popularly nieknamed Christisns, as
the author of the conflagration whieh gutted Home in
A, D, 64.%7 Eagerly the Christians were sought out,
hurried on to trial and there under tortwse untrue
confessions made in moments of weaknesg which were to
harry the entire Christian group. The result is witnessed
in uniform desoription by historians as bloodshed ascended

17 ©C. Taeitus, hpnals, xv, 44.
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upon Rome. The punishment of the Christians, "haters
of the human rege® 15, provided amusement to divert the
populace, Christian women were made to personate the
Danaids and Jirees; frequently Christians vwere made to
pPlay the part of iotaseon torn by his dogs 19; while at
night humsn torches dispelled the darkness for pagan
festivities, Certainly Christianity and organized
peganism had now collided,

Not until the reign of Pomitian do we again
witness evidences of the econtinuance of the perssoution.
Ramsey plages this great perseeutor along with Nero,Z0

So strong and early a tradition as that whieh
constitutes Domitian the second great persecutor
SHBEES e o T vresking he fomny,

Under Trajan's reign the rage of the populace
broke out against the Christlians and some mors formal
treatment of the Christians was found necessary. Evidence
of the growing Christian movement is given us in Pliny
the Younger's letter to Trajem in whieh he complains of
the spread of the new religion and the consequent

desertion of the pegan temples and interruption of the

18 C, Tacitus, Annals, xv, 44.

19 W, ¥, Ramsay, The Church in Roman Fmpire, De 234,
20 Ibid, p. 256.

21 Ipid, pe 25%
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saorificisl ritual, As proconsul of Bithynie, Fliny
wrote to the Mmperor requesting information regarding
the treatment of the members of this new religion. That
such correspondence was necessary to civil administration
and imperial poliocy is manifest:

The 1mperial policy ruled absolutely in the

provinces, and the emperors, thoush not present,

were consulted before even slight modiflcations of

the general rules were made, The rspresentatives

who governed gmvinces weore not viceroys bub merely

deputies, Thie faet is very important in our

present subjeot: the polioy throughout the empire

towards the Christians was moulded by the wishes and

views of the reigning Imperor, 22

Pliny asks questions of the Emperor as to whether

he should respect age or sex, or treat all with the
same measure of persecution; 1f he should pardon those
who reeanted} and was the faot that a man bore the "Name™
ground for condemnation? Trajan'es apgwer was not positive
but arbitrary in its measure, (1) The Christians were not
to be sought out, yet (2) when accused and conviected
they must be properly punished end (3) penitence merits

pardon if shown by future compllance with the rites of

Romen religion. 23

During the reign of Hadrian (». D, 117-138) we

22 i, M, Ramsay, Op. g2it., P. 209,
33 Ib;g’ P. 31-8.
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During this reign we have the martyrdom of
Justin, the torture and de: th of Blandina the slave
girl and the torture of the boy Fonticus. The debauchery
continued and none were to essape the trial:
Since there were Roman citizmens among the accused,
the legate sent for orders from Rome; and, by
command of the geror the Roman eitizens dled
b the sword, while the rest were throvn to the
beasts; from far and near the heathen flocked
togsther to this spectacle, 26
Under Septimius Severus indictments against
Christians and executions of the eaecused increased
greatly, In Alexandrie, Origen's father was executed
and young Origen sought the same fate, only to be saved
through the descretion eof his mother.2? .t Carthage the

notable martyrdom of Perpetus is related,

With the advent of Decius in A, D, 249, we have
the first order for a general persecution, In an effort
40 restore the old Roman religion, the emperor issued an
ediet in the year 250 A, D. requiring all Christians to
perform the rites of the religion of the Roman states
Uhlhorn observes at this point that the civil adminis-
trators, who had turned Christian during the era of
peace, the e¢itizens who feared for their business and the

286 Gerhard Uhlhorn, 93' Gl‘bo »PPs 295-96,
27 Eusebius, Epcles. Hlst., vi, 2,
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wealthy now made haste to renounce Christianity.28
Special names were created to designate the group who
rencunced the faith, those who sacrificed (sacrificati),
those who offered incense (thurifieati) and those who
had merely pretended they had offered the sacrifices
{acte fmetentes) .9 lany did not apostatise but sube
mitted to the tortures so ingenuously wrought dy the
heathen, HNumsrous examples of Christian heroisnm are
testimonial to the tenacity with which men held to the
Faith, Christians met the scorn of the pagan populace
and were insulted, stoned and beaten by the mobs, In
public prisons they were abused and tortured:

Iadened with shains, their arms and legs stretohed
on the raekj not en:br were the ordinary tortures
employed, but the crushing of the finers, the dis-
loeation of the limbs, the tearing of the flesh
with nails end hooks, but the most refined and
novel tortures were im'ented. The prisoners were
exposed to the most intense heat, and left to thirst
for days; they were burned with fire, with eharcoal
»nd red-not irons, We are told that some were
stripped, smeared over with honey, and exposed to
to the stings of the insects, 30

Valerian (254-260 .., D.) attempted to accomplish

the objestive of extirpating Christianity without

bloodshed, but his regulations scon proved without effect.

28 Gerhard Uhlhorn, Op. gits, Pe. 367,
29 James Orr, Ope gite., D. 133,
30 Gerhard Uhlhorn, Op. cit.,ps 371
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His second edlct called for the exeoution of all clerical
leaders of the Christian Chureh; Christians were strip ed
of all property and exesuted in like manner as the clergy
ii’ they persisted in the faithj and the Christian wouen
were banished,

Bishop Sixtus of Rome was at once beheaded in the
catacombs where he was celsbrating the Lord's Suppers
Cyprian was arraigned, eonfessed to be an official in
the Christian Chureh and was likewise immediately
beheaded,

It was not again until the rule of Dioccletian
(284313 -, D,) that persecution overtock the Christians,
For some nineteen yeers this Imperor refreined fronm
moleating the Christians but suddenly his policy changed
and in 303 he sent a detachment of soldiers to demolish
the beautiful church in the eity of the imperial
residence, His first edict was aimed at the Chureh and
the Seriptures rather than the individual Christians,
The second edict published ii the same year, ordered all
Christian slergy to be thrown into prison. The third
decree from imperial quarters required the elergy, now
in prison, to offer sacrifice. The last decree, ~s Ds
304, extended the law to the entire body of Christians,
This ediet sitarted & persecution whieh far surpassed
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any yet put in forese, Most fearful tortures were
infliected upon Christisns, while only & pineh of
incense strewen before the BEmperor was suffioient for
releasa, The cruslty of the pagan tortures are
manifest throughout the accounts of this fipsl persecution-
Christians slowly burned to deathj mutilated torsos;
floggings while Christian maidens were not infrequently
exposed to the lust of the licentious pagan, The great
Tertullian ehallgnges the pagans

Torture us, rack us, condemn us, rush us; your

eruelty only proves our innocence. That is why

God usffers us to suffer all this. Yes, but

lately, when you oondemned & Christian girl to the

pander rather than the panther, you admitted thot

we count an injury to our ahaaéity more awful than

any penalty, than any deaths But nothing whatevoer

is accompiished by your eruelties, each more

exquisite than the last, It is the bait that wins

nmen for our school., Ve malti lg whenaver we are %1

mown down by youj the blood Christians is shed,

This soon beoame evident to the rulers, and on

his death-bed, Galerius, successor to Diocletian, iscued
the remarkable edict of 4, D, 811l whioh put an end to the
persecution., °2 It was now confessed that persecution
had not the power to stop the growth of the Christian
Church and thet any judicial action in opposition to

Christianity was insufficient.

%2 Rusebius, iocles. Histe, viil, 17,
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De Celsus and his refutetion of Christianity.

Not only were persecutions instigoted against
early Christianity, but an intense literary attaock as
well. This opposition was initiated by Celsus, vhose
infemous treatise, . True Disgcourse , comes to us from
the era shortly after the reign of Mareus -~urelius, or
approximately 180 .. D, Glover says, "Celsus's general
refersnces to Christianity and to naganism imply that
period.” 35 It %s apparent th:t Celsus' main objective
is the protection and welfare of the Roman state, The
pas:ive hostility of the Christian group within the
Empire's borders was quite enough to draw the bitter
attack,

Celsus was satisfiled with the established order,
alike in regions of thought and of govornment. ﬁo
mistrusted new movements-not least when they were
so econsplcuously allen to the Greek mind as the new
superstition that eame from Palestine, He has all
the ancient contempt of the Greek for the barbarian,

and, while he is influenced by the high motive of
care for the state, there are traces of irritation

in his tone which speak of perscnal feeling, The
folly of the movement provoked him, 54
ith brevity we may examine Celsus’ position. His

polemicel work against Christianity opens with the intro-

33 T. R, Glover, Conflist of Relimions in the Zarly
Roman impire, p. 240.

34 Ibg, De 24le
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duction of a Jew and the allesed combat between Judaiem
and Christianity, He then proceeds on & purely personal
basis to slander Christianity from the standpoint of its
philosophieal mode of thought. It would appear that
everything in Christianity was offensive to him, His
bitter hatred for our Lord is expended in bold and
impious langusge, regarding Christ as a sharistan and
pretender,. He assribes Christ's miracles to the oredulity
of the people and compares them to anclent fests of
magic. In part he aecounts for Christ thus:

Through poverty he went to Igypt and worked the:e

as a hired lsbourer; and there he became asqual

with certain powers on which the Xgyptians pride

themselves, and he ocane back holding hls head high

on::account of them, and because of them he announced

that he was Gode 38

Uhlhorn says that the root of the hatred which

Celsus had for Christianity was %0 be found in the fact
that the Deity worshiped by the Christians wes & sinner's

God and thus Christienity was basiecally & religion for

the poor and unﬁarprivileged.55

Furthermore Celsus attacks the Christian faith
on the grounds of what he asserts is its anpthropooentric~

35 Origen, W_Celsm. i, 28,
%8 Gerhird Uhlhorn, Op. git., p. 300
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im. He obarges that the Christians say that God mmde
@11 things for man and that man is the speoial object
of His earc, It is Celsus’ prime argument that the
world has no purpcse and hence the fundamentel doctrines
of Christianity stand in direct oppoeition to all tict
he night assert,

The literary attack on Christianity manifests
an early recognition of an influential and growing
religlon. It will also ultimatsly show that within the
realm of phlleosophy Christianity was to triumph as the
Christian apologists took to the defense of the Faith,

E. Charges of Treason.

Roman government was founded upon theooratic
principles and oconsequently the citizenry found it to
be its duty to bonor the naticnal geds. We have seen
the movement of religions and philosophies which spanned
the history of the Enpire to this point, We bhave also
witnessed the culmination of such theodratic tendencies
in the establishment of the worship of the BEmperor, It
was not until Christianity appeared to be a menace to
the supremaey of the imperial regency, to the religion
of the state, that officlal opposition was inltiated,

To all alike the final teat of loyalty to the
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Roman state and the Imperor was the offering of insense
to the imperial image, It was at this point that
Christienity refused to bow, The confliot was thus

between the worship of Divus Imperator and Christus
Dwus.sv The formor appears to be the epitome of

all that paganism could offer to a spiritually hungry
viorld, It was but & matter of time when alert heathsen
ninds gaw the folly and absurdity of the former worship
in the light of the magnanimity of the latter, But in
the interim of time the confliet continued,

There is the some oentrality of position in each
pase, the sams solitary preeminsnes, the sans
aaaript.!_oms of heavenly power and gi ’e The
similarity here is startling, T“here is no
phraseology of devotion vhieh the Christian could
apply to Christ,-lord, Saviour, Son of Qod, God,-~
whioh has not been applied to the Cassara, and to
their predscessors in royeliy of other times in
faraway lands, But there the resemblance ends, 38

Therefore Christians found it utterly Iimpossible
t0o honor the divine Zmperor, To the extent that
Christianity was hostile to the worship of the Emperor
it waas considered anti-nationzlistie for such irreverence

violated basie state principles, DBut the eonverse vas
squally tmme, for should any Christian bow to the emperor

7 L, M, Sweet, Roman Bmperor Worshin {Boston:

Riehard G, Badger, 1919), Ds
58 1bid, p. 142.
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he would be reecanting his faith in Christ,

The polarity of worship is illustrated in bold
lines in the Martyrdom of Polycarp. Here we see a
captain of the Roman guard attempting to pursuade the
aged Polyearp: ®"But what harm is it to say, lord Caesar,
and to offer saerifice, and so forth, and to be saved?"o?
Steadfastly Polyearp refused and wrs subjeeted to more
pleas: "Respeet your age,..swear by the genins of
Ceesar, repent, say, TAway with the Atheists?, take
oath and I let you go, revile Cnrist."¥® To a1l this
faithful Polyearp answered, "For eighty apd sic years
have I been his servant, and he has dons me no wrong,
and how can I blaspheme my King who saved m?‘“

This then was the charaster of the confliet,
either blaspheme the deity of the empire or profane
the holy name of Christ, The issue was clear cut, on
one hand an abject worship based on credulity and on

the other a lofty theism,

F. Unrest smong the Bomsn aitizenry.

It is ebundantly manifest that there existed among

%9 lMartyrdom of Polvearp, vili, 2.
40 Ipig, ix, 2,3.

41 Ibid, ix, 5.
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the intelligentsia of the Roman Jppire, an astute spirit
of dissatisfaction., The pretentious religions and varying
philosophies instituted in Roman oivic and politicel
1ife, with the corresponding knavish and atroeious aots
of the priests, brought only disheartened jJeers from the
higher sooial stratum. While the magicians and pesudo-
priests took advantage of the incredulity of the people,
the edusated olass found all the gods wanting.

The very faet that competent historians agree that
the Roman rabble merely clamoured for bread and games
gives us the assurance that any move away from the gStatus
quo must come from the group of the higher social
position, Ramsay expresses bellef that it waes tovard the
end of the first century thet many Roman nobles with a
philosophie interest looked with antielpation to the
dootrines of the Jews and Christians and of the East in
goneral. 42 A¢ another point this euthor observes:

The Christian religlon spread at first among the
o ng 5t o stronger hold than in the nouse-
hold and at the court of the emperors.

Porhaps the greatest affinity with current

philosovhical thought and Christianity was at the point

42 W, M, Remsay, The Church in the Romen fmpire,
Pe 272

43 M' Pe 57
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of its assertion of the rights of the individual egainst
and above thet of an absolute despotic pover, hAgain,
the utter repugnance whieh the Roman noble displayed to
the abyss of depravity in which Rome had sunk, merked a
pecullar similarity to the Christian's hatred of such,

Surely Senega's writings, ocoming directly from this
period of time, manifest a lofty speeimen of ethieal
thought whieh Orr terms "the most singular apuroximations
in sentiment and expression to the new 1dess introduced by
Christianity,"# In confirmation of this view, Super
generalizes:

It 1s easy to extract from his writings & conmlete
gode of morals, a breviary of humen condust, that
would differ but little from thet contained in the
Rew Testament. He is a consplouous example of the
heathen of whom Paul says, are without excuse,
But while Seneoa 1s not a secker after God he can
with justice be called & secker after Christ, He

is an earnest inquirer after the peace that peasseth
understandings after that serene confidence that
sustained the greatest and the leest of the Apostles,
and the noble army of martyrs no less, He lacks
that Christian enthusiasm that comss only through
faith in & living Christ and in His etonement, 45

I$ is not our task to present the laboriocus thesis
on the supposed conversion of Seneca by the great Apostle

é'ames Orr% Hegleoctcd ¥

the stionity U
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456 C, W, Su @_ph%
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Paul, but let it suffice to say that it seems a common
epinion that Seneoa had no personal contact with Paul,
The faet remains that both were great moral reformers
and Orr oalls our attention to the fact thet regardless
how we account for such & change, at the time of Jencca's
litersry activity, Stoloisnm assimileted a warmer and more
tender spirit whieh thereafter continously anirrtes it J46
We are warned in the words of De Pressense thai altogether
too frequently men have "ably strung together the pearlis
of the Stole philosophy, in order to show that the Gospel
§s to be found in Seneca,"47

To be surs, the philosophy of Senseca produced in
his voluminous literary work carried the thought of men
to the very boundry line of Christendom. IHis moral
sentiment deeply deplored the free gratification of pagan
lust, In the monograph sent to Lueilius, D¢ Frovidentia,
Senecea virites:

Fless from pleasure, from that ummanly felleity in
whiogh the active yers of the nind grow torpid,

unless something intervenes to reeall men's lot, by 48
2 sort of perpetual intoxication.

/e are given further account in Tacitus's writings

48 Jemes Orr, Op. git., p. 181.

47 . De Pressence, The Ancient VWorld and
Christianity, p. 448.

48 Seneca, De Providentia, iv, 8.
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of the penetration of Christianity into the higher circles,
The historian relates how, as early as i, De 57, a lady
of eminence, Pomponia Graecina, was tried and ultimately
aocquitted on the charge of "embracing o foreign supcle
stition", but "lived to & great age, and in unintermitted
sorrow,"4® No cormenting source doubts but what the
superstition referred to was Christianity.

G’O sz'

Our attention in this chapter has been concentrated
upon primitive Christianity as it sought and geined a
position of eminence and was then placed under flery trial,
The very nature of Christianity aroused the antagonism
of the pegean enviromment and the only aprerent and possible
charge, that of treason, vas placed upon the Falth,

The very fact that Christianity drew such attention
in politieal, religious and literary realms plasces her in
& munique position, Her elaims were not enly propagated by
her foe, but the fidelity of each professing Christien under
trial witnessed to a deep =nd firm conviction of the truth
and reality of the Christian faith., It manifests one greut
truth, Christianity could not be sconquered or brought to

subnission by sword or pen.

49 C, Tecitus, mnnals, xiii, 32



CHAPTER V
CHRISTIANITY TRIUMFHANT

In the preceding study we have portruayed the
enrironment into which Christianity eame and her strusgle
for existence against the oppression of hostile foreces.
¢ shall here undertake to deplet the triumph of the
early Christian movement in four spheres; the philosophieal
the politieal, the religious and the ethieal, It ia
apparent that if Christianity wes to ultimately win a
place in the ippire it must succeed in implanting its
Gospel in each realm,

A« ZIriumph of Christianity in the Philosovhicel Realm,

We have already taken brief swrvey of the literary
attaek of paganism upon Christianity. To spsak only of
those early men who pursued with unrslentless vigor the
attack upon Christianity, we enoounter the names of
Celsus, Iueian and Fronto of Cirta. On the other hand,
Christianity owes much to a strong iiterary band whose
vritings of the second and third centuries did much to

bring about the ultimate vietory.

James Orr suggests that the very appearance ol the
apologists at this time marked an era of distinot advancos
ment for Christianity for {a) it now pushed itself into
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the literary cireles and (b) manifested & new spirit of
self-confidence, LA literary defense of the fundamental
prinei les of Christianity nov not only proved & threaten-
ing power to paganism, but revealed itself as belligerent
to the basis oconsceptions of pegan tsaching,

The seecond eentury was peeuliarly the age of
Christian apology, “the rhetorician, the philosopher, the
preacher, the teacher, the declaimer, were everywhere,"2
The Christian Apolegists wore men of liberal culture and
wide learning and were therefors able to reprssent the
new Falth as a philosophy for "to them Christianity wag the
one consumate philosophy sanetioned and approved by
Heaven,” © The Greek apologies appear highly philosophie
while the latin apologists adopt the practical and judicial

literary style,

During Hadrian's reign the first apologetic
literature appeared and during this time the UGreek
philosopher, Aristides, went over to Christlanity as hed
Guadratus some short time befors, Scon to follow was
Justin, the grent philosopher andwmartyr; Tatian, Justin's

2 I‘bg, Ps 185,
3 R, T, Kerliin, The %ﬁ of %? fothers {Mashville:

s De .

Mothodist Publishing House,
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disoiple; Athensgoras; Melito of Sardis; the Roman lawyer,
Minusious “8lix, hose dlalogus Octavious is the first
Istin work in the defense of Christianity. 1In the latter
part of the second and subsequent third century such men
as Chement of ~lexzandria, Origen, Oyprian anl the great
writer Tertullian, took theilr positions in defense of
the Faith,

Of major importance to us in this study is hov the
literary astivity of these Christian writings ocantributed
to the triumph of the movement. It appears that the first,
and perhaps the superfieial, task of the ~spologists was to
rapudiate the prejudice which the Roman authorities and
populace entertained toward Christianity, by refubing the
eharges maode against the Christians. Xerlin observes in
his study that such letters of defense were generally
addressed teo Roman emperors, althoush some were addresced
to a populace as a whole, 4

The charges brousht againat the Christians and
which the Apologiste now sought to refute were: (o} Athelsm,
(b) enemies of the IZmperor and state, (e} cannivaliem, or
Thyestesn benguets, and (4) incest., Tertullian ably
refutes these oharges and porirays the tune motives of
the earnest Christian, in hils work . pologctigus.

4 RQ T?. Korlin, 92. c t.,p. 53.
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Suoh refutation eculd be accomplished only through
acqiuwinting the pagan with the true nature of Christianity,
and therefore in the ..pologetic work we rind a cleer
explanation of the doctrines, prineiples and customs of
Christianity, We feel thot this is what prompts the
historian to say,
Yot the chief service of this literature wes to
strengthen bellevers and teo advence theologieal
knowledge. It brought the Chureh to a desper and
clearer sense of the peculisr nature of the Christian
relizion, and prepared her thenceforth to vindieato
it bvefore the tribunal of reason and philosophy. 5
As we have said, the apologists 4id not content
therselves with a mere defense of their failth dut
aggressively pushed the battle into the pagan osmp.
Fervently did they attack the irrationality and prewalling
polytheism of the pagans, Their work ebounds with portrayals
of the absurdities and lmmoralities of pagan mythologles.
Hinuelous Felix ealls such religious rites "ridieulous and

pitieble, an insult to God."®

Though the Apolocists branded all abominable vicen:
and immorsl practises and sought to expose such elements of
pagan religion, the ..vologists?’ theology was not primerily

5 Philip Sohaff, History of the Christian Churoh

6 Minuoious Felix, Octavious, xxii, &, T



a0
thet of morality, The rpologists mpde much of Christ
and the Divine revelation. They teught and wrote of Iiis

ascension. Indeed their literary work wes not negative
but vositivo, for they -~ nrantes an enduring truth,
confirming to vpegan hearts a belief in God, of Lmmortality,
and of a l1ife of abundant jJoy and peacone,

A% the same time the ipologists sought to point
out affinitlies between Christisnity and paganism, seeking
t0 tddress cultwred men and make this great appeal,

They reeognized not only that side of Heathenism
which 18 opnosed to Christlunity, but also that which
is favorable to it, Jheir endeevor was not to make
ulf bebween Christianity and heut.henism as wide and
sable as they could, but to bring Christianity
as near as poss ible to Heathsnism Therafore they
sought out Toreshadowmings of Shristmnz.tf in Heathenw
erm, parallels between the teachings of the philog-
ephews and those of Christ:.&nity, tynes and
propheeias of it in the heathen vorld. 7

Barly spologists asked merely toleration of the
Christian feith, but as latourette observes, the later
apologists' way "was not of ecompromise but of revolution.

The apologista of our period demanded freedom of worship
and it is at that this point thit we see that they did

n8

7 Gerhord Unlhorn, I
with Hesthe {lew York:
Pe »

8 Eenneth Sgott Latourette, A zixs tory of the
page Lon hristianity, Vole I,’fﬁe Trst £ive Centuries
RS :%rper 510’ ez-s, 1937}, Ve 1?5.
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ot devote so much ~ttention to the "nysterles” as ¥0 the
lmperial eultus, The eempalszn ageinst the gpotheosis of
hen was inaugurated with rigld wehemense., Ghe rejeotion
of the imperis) cult marked the Christian protest to
state domination of the religion of the peo -le,

The Christian moverent now adorned with a great
literary work waas the dbetter squipped to face the world
of intellect and challen~o thinking men, They “wers
emboldened to mresent their caso in the open court of
public opinion and to challence a verdiet in their favour
on the ground of its inherent reasonablensss.” ¢ The
Apologists' work provided & literary approach to doetriml
teaching, refuted falae chargses, depiscted the rezknesses
and inoconsisteneies of the pagan religions and through an
attractive terminology eharged men's hearts with a new
dynamie, The 1lterary activity of these men furnished a
Pfoundational work for the primitive Church, as it defeated
the foe in the field of literary conguest and rovided the
Church with moral and spiritual stamina,

B. The triumph in the Folltical Healm.

Our movanment hers will be purely historical but &
salient study for our purpose, We have withessed the

9 James Orr, Op. git., Ps 188,
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rapid growth of Christisnity and can term it nothing
Short of miragulous, It hos also been manifest thet
this growth was not gained through popularity on the pert
of Christianity, but o the eontrary, through three
eenturies of bitter struggle.

The sequence of events relative to our present
study extend from the edict issued by Galerius while on
his death-bed, to the supremacy of Constentine as enperor
of a reunited Empire., Iecky, in ouick and bold strokes,
pletures the eourse of events:

In his (Galerius) extreme anguish he aupealed in turn
%o physician after physiecian, and te temple after
temple, =t lost he relented towaerdes the Christians,
He issued a proelamation restoring them to liberty,
permitting them to rebuild their churches, and asking
their prayers for his recovery, 7The era of persecubion
n? closed., One brief spasm, indecd, due to Caesar
Maximian, shot through the long afiiisted Chureh of
Asisa Minor; but it was rapidly allayed, The accession
of Constantine, the proelamation of Milan, .., D, 317,
the defeat of Lieinius, and the conversion of the
conqueror, speedily followed, and Christianity beean%
the religion of the ‘npire,.

During the reign of Dioeletian and his co-emperor

Maximiam, persecution of Christendom reached its helcshth,
The one provinee where Christians found a great degres. 11

10 ¥, Z. He lecky, History of ) Mora
(New York: D, Appleton and E’g‘”"zmmy,ﬁa% o o e

11 Constantius was eompslled in fidelity to the
emperor to f!eatro{ Christian Churoches, but hs protested
ther from personsl molestation,
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of peace wrs Geul, poverned vy Constantius Chlorus who
rellshed no persecution. Upon the abdiction of Dioccletian
and Maximian, Constantius wns raised to the rank of
Augustus, though Calerius retained supreme powere. In the
appointment of the Caesars, Galerius passed Constantine,
son of Conatantius Chlorus, and chose two men known for
their hoastility to Christianity, mamely, Maximihus Deza
ani Severus, Upon the death of Constantius Chlorus,
Severus wes nominsted ausustus, Maximinus Daza to the rank
of first Caesar, and reluctantly Galorius recognized
Constantine as seoond Cocsar, primarily besause a faithful
army had agelaimed him as successor to his father., In
turn Mexentius, son of Haximian, now made himself a

Caasar, and was so recognized in Italy,

Under fanatieal heathen rulers, such & persecution
of Christians broke out as had not as yet been rivaled. 12
The real confliet came to en end in i, Ds 511 when an
edict, issued by Galerius, was posted =t the capitol eity
of Nieomedia, The decree eonteined little but official
recognition of the failure of persecut jon as a method of
seouring universal reveresnce df Stete deities,

The edlot contains 2 plain eonfession of the impotence
of heathenism., It does not speek of recognizing or

12 Vivia expression is niven of this perseocution
by Gerhard Uhlhorn, Op. git., DPDe £15-18,



Or favoring Christianity. The emperor still
r’-‘g&ﬁggs 1t only as a defeotion from the aneestoral
Chriotons be does not conceal his desire that the
a8 +&ns should retura to it. But he renounces
. ttenpt to aecompiish this desire by forece,

écauss he hes come to see thet it is Impracticable
and that whieh he cin no longer refuse to Ghristi&ni%y,
he allows to appear as a gift of his favor, in order
to sover up his impotence to some extont, 3

Thus at the death of Galerius the world balanced
in & moment of great uncertainity and utter suspense.
Christianity had won an unwilling toleration while peganisn
still had visible signs of power though rapidly decaying
internally. The Empire, once so unified, nov wes ruled by
four mon: in the East, Maximinus Deza and Licinius; in the
¥ent, Constantine and Maxentius, The spirit of distrust
and general dissension made var ineovitable, Ye are to be
reminded however that the deep eause for the spirit of
unrest was not ereated by the desirc for supramaey on the
pert of any one of these four rulers, but the basie
prineiple was still the undesided question of the State's
cttitude toward Christianity. It is true thet the State's
position toward Christianity bad beoen defined in the edict
of A. Ds 311, but Maximinus Daza and Mexentius, rulers of
the East and West respectively, did thelr utmost to make
the ediet of as little benefit to the Cnristians as was

possible,

13 Gerherd Uhlhorn, ODe Site, Do 418,
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The first aet of hostility wes deeisive for it not
only opened the seething ealdron but feoilitated alliances.
As Lieinius beeame the &lly of Constantine, so Mexentius
and Maximinus Daza eonsolidated foreces, Ths atteck of
Constantine upon Maxentius was indeed resh and venturesone
for he was not only outmumbered some three to one in men
but rust meet a strongly fortified line of defanse,
Presumably awars of his inferlority in troops and of
armement, he sought higher help and turned to the suprene
God whom his father had worshiped, The result is
historieal, for in the brilliance of the deslining sun
Constantine persceived & oross and the inscription, SConguer
by This, Im the sequence Christ appesared to him in Lis
sleep and cormanded him to make a standard in the likeness
ef the sign and it would be &as a safeguard in his
engegenents, Lastantius, tutor of Constentine's son
Crispus, says:
Constantine was directed in a dream to cause the
heavenly sign to be delineated on the shields of
his soldiers, and so to proceed to bhattle, He did
as hs had been commanded, end he marked on their
shields the letter X, with a perpendiocular line
-@ravn through 1t and turned round thus at the top,

being the aipher of Christ, ¥ , Having this sipn,
his troops stood to arms, 14

14 Quoted from lLagtantius' work ‘@ Hort 3‘2%

eraecutorm reproduced by C. Be Ceo g;%
g;ﬁ Urest and Christia%igx {New §‘oﬁ; Gelw:ﬂ)ia niversity
ess, aIﬁl?T: DD+ .
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Thus on Oetober 27, 512 A, D,, Constantine met
Maxentius at Milvian Bridge and at that historis plaoce on
the Tiber, completely vanquished his foe. The conqueror
was now able to march unopposed into Rome and Italy,
Africs and the Islands of the sem fall to his control,

In early 313 Constantine and his present ally,
Licinius, met in Milan and from this meeting issued the
edict of toleration. At this point Christianity won
politioal recognition but no specific benefits foxr it
was put on the level with other legalized religlonse The
populace of the fmpire were now fres to embrace whatever
religion they prefsred as individuals,

The impending war between Licinius and Maximinue
now broke out and the vietory of Lieinius was halled as
penciicial to Christendom. In June, 4. Dy 3153, Licinius
posted a letter in Hiocomesdis, which in essence, granted
complete freedon of bellef.

Though the edict of lilan was now enforped through-
out the Hmpire, the Roman world wes still divided betveen
two men. while Constantine publicly announced himself as
a Christian end supported the rishts and encouraged the
iiveriies of the Christians, Lioinius beeame the firm ~lly
of paganism and endeavored 4o su,press Christianity at every



o7
point apd promote paganism,

Constantine's measures during this era, 4. D, 315
to 323, were very benefieial to the Christian group, yet
ag great as such decrees were, in no case was pagan worship
explicitly forbidden., As early as &, U, 313 the Imperor
made & substantial eoncession to the clergy who were nor to
be exempt from military end muniecipal duties., Esasebius
describes the immunities of the olergy:
Wherefore it iz my {the Bmperor) will that these nen,
within the province, entrusted t0 thee in the Catholic
Church, over whiech daecilianus presides, who give
their services tc this holy relligion, end whom they
canmonly oall clergy, shall be held botally fres, and
exempt from all publlic offices, to the end that t’fhey
mey not by any errvor or sagrilegious deviation, be
dravn away from the service due to the Divinity, but
rather may devote themselwes to thelir proper lavw,
without any molestation, 15
Coleman tella us that the reaction to this general decroe
wes so great that by A, D 320, anothor edlct was issued
limiting the entrance to the Christian clergy to those
slasses whoss exenption would make little differance to the

welfare of the state. 0

Other laws followed in sucoession, In 315 the Church
was freed from the "tributum”, In 320 the Church and the
clergy received the right to inherit and have wills drawn

15 Eusebius, Jliocle. Histe, £, 7e

16 Ce B, Coleman, Constantine the Great andg
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in their faver. 17 The legelizing of the decisions of
the Chureh in eivil disputes where the parties took their
¢&35@ to the bishops, was also a risht gonferred upon the
Curch, In 321 the emperor Constantine recognized the
ohservanes of Sunday by suspending the work of the courts
and of the oity pepulation. In June of tho same year the
observance was extended to include the memmission of
slaves on Sunday, 18 pubiie acts of the state were
purified froem pagan nssoeiations and made to conform to
Christian prinoiples, 1°? Yat heathenism still existed in
the imperial quarters and fregquently Constantine had
intercourse with the pagan., Colaman observes that there
vas no effort to supprsss paganism, "or even to meke
Christianity the one legal religion of the ampire,® 20

Lieinius now broucht open accusations against
Constantine for deserting the ansestoral vorship., Ve are
+old that Licinius sav in avery Christian a seoret agent
of his rival Constantine, 21 Licinius attempted to
imnibit the growth of Chnristianity by every meuns shord

17 C, B, Coleman, Ope cibe,Ds 324
18 Ibid, p» 33.
Jamen Grr d Literature of Lorly
Church %Eew York: d % ﬁc ir%g§§, Do %.

20 C. e Colemen, Ops 0lte, Pe 37,
21 Gerhard Uhlborn, Up. 9it., p. 438,
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of bloodshed. ®2 ke arrayed himself against Constantine
aad in 324 the cardinsl battle took place., It was a
signal vietory for Constantine as Lieinlus was complotely
dcfeated. The result was now & unifiod Empire with the
Lirst Christian Emperor as golo heed. Seholars do not
ninimize the extent of the vietory:

Hesthenisn seemed to be annihilated as one blow,

and now the heathen eorowded in multitudes into

the Church, Everywhere in the towns and villages

the whitse robes of the baptized were to be sceng

the temples of the anclient gods were deserted; the

churehes of the victorious God of the Christians ,

could not contain the multltude of His worship.ers,~o

With the final victory Constantins's legislation

became more spscifieally Christian in eharacter. Yhere
now were issued a suceession of laws allowing not only
for the promotion of Christianity but alsoc for the gradual
oxtinotion of peganism. The express law of the Hmperor
was that no Christian would be foreed to teke part in
pagan celebrations. (1d end ruined pagen temples weres
not only left obsoclete but Constantine's direct approval
of their destruotion, eampesially during the last ten years
of his life, is affirmed, 2% Furthermore, state officials

22 Ve do hmve the noted example ooming from this
era of the Forty Martyrs of ebeste, exposed to the flerce
cold of a winter or thelr 1ldelity to the Faith,

g8 Gerhord Unlhorn, Cpe. gite, DPe 440-4l.

24 ©Cg B, Coleman, 9&» cite, D« 85,
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wWere expliecitly forbidden to participate ia saorifiece.
EZven in view of all this we may soy that though Constantlne’s
Polloy manifested a mharp pro-Christian eand anti-pagen
tendenoy, there was no wellwdefined break, In fact this
was so riuch so, and the elimination of pagan practicesa
and influence so carefully exeeuted, tlwit it is said: "The
triumph of Christianity was ecompayatively psageful and
left paganism in meny instences unembittered.,” 2° Indced,
paganism itself was apmropriating many of the ldeals and
standards which were lseding in the direotion of Christianity.

Regardiess of such attempts of approximation on the
part of paganism, after A, D 323, Constantine used his
imparial influence to suppress every form of paganism.
Though not joining the Chureh until the hour of his death,
he allied himself with the “hurch and sxercised all the
authority whieh the Church conseded to him in the summoning
of councils and the promotlon of Christianity in general.
Unlhorn pertrays Constantine in this pictorial statement:

At the entranse of the imperial palace there attract-

ed the gaze of all who went in and out, an immense

nicture representing Constantine himsell with the
barui, the banner of the cross, in his badd, and

under hia feet, pierced with arrovs, a dragon, the 26
dragon of Heathenism,

25 C. B, Coleman, O3 Gite,D« 840
28 Jerhard Uhlhorn, Op. Cite, De 442.
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C. Ihe triumph in tho realm of Religion.

The magnitudes of the Chriastian faith assured 1lts
Sucocess and sealed its triumph, No relizion of antiquity,
and surely no ewrrent corrupt cult, could rival the groat
prineiples enunciated by Christianity. There was at this
time & universal thirsting for belief, a deep dissatisfac-
tion with the loeal religlons and a passionate dcrirc for
a new faith, ¢ Indeed 1t was in the fulfillment of man'c
redemptive needs in which Chrilstianity excelled and won a
plaoce in the iHoman and Grsek intelligence. All men were
now galled to a consciousnoss of sin and invited to the
fountain of cleansing and life: "Come unto Me, all ye that
labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rant,” 28

Those features of Christispity which caused 1t to
triumph in the sphere of religious values are many. (1)
The very uniguensss of the Fersonsand task of Christ are
intrinsic and foundationmal. (2) Christianity as a
religion of redemption. (3) Christianity's teachlngs
consonant with the spiritual needs of man. (4) Christianity
taught the dootrine of the futwre life. (5) Canoniecal
hooks in the 0l1d Testement were used in the preaching of the

27 W, £, H, Lecky, History of luropoan Morals, i,
387«

28 Hatthey 11:28.
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CGospel. (e) Christianity proclaimed & universal messa;Ce
(7) The trenmmutation from the 1ife of degencracy to the

lif'e of love ang faith was pade available through the
Christian faith,

Christianity opposed the misht of astablished
paganism with the testimony, 1ife and death of Christ, 2°
The truth had eome to men, so the Christians seid, for
"God was in Christ reconeiling the world unto Himself ,*°0
No longer could rational and thinking men trifle with
religion, no longer could ideas of God be projected for the
supreme revelation had now deen given, In the range of
relligious experiences, i1t has taken the power of Christ

to transform the lives of nen.

(1) Jesus Christ is the revelation of God; He appears
not only as a supernatural, but in all sources alike, as
a specifiocally Divine FPerson. He made an abgolute claim to
Deity, o elaim which gave Iiim unity and identity of mature
with God. He asserts a relationship of mutunl knowledsge,
"No man knoweth the Son save the Father; nelther doth any
know the Father save the Son.” >+ His entire claim differ-

29 uerh 'rd Uhlhorn, The Conflict of Christianity
with Heathenism, p. 152,

30 II Corinthians 5:19,
31 Hatthew 11:27,
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entiated Him from the men who surrounded Him. His way
was perfect and His salvation camplete:

Christ effectively wrought < ;
ught out that work of reconcil..
1stion which was the feit need of men. He set before
the conscience an ideal so sublime, and yet so truly
human, that it satisfied and even surpassed man's
highest espirations, Iiis soul, like & pure mirror,
reflected the imvige of God, as at once the High and
Holy One, and our Heave Pather. Nor did He only
bring Ged near %o min in this new and tender relation;
He alse reconsciled man to God, making peace by the
blood of His oross, He died for man and saved him by
His dying, offering to God as ran'’s representative,
the true atoning secrifise, of love-the full, living
surrender of heart and life and will, sealed by Hi%a
blood, \
The unigueness of our lord, in contract with the
conceptlons of saviours men have entertained, is in his
morel perfeetion, or, His utter ginlessness. This we
have from the testimony of Jesus Himmelf es recorded in
the Gospel of John! "Which of you convineeth me of sin?voo
Other evidenss from 3eripture is abundant. Taul says in
his Corinthian lestter, "For he haf made him to be sin for
us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness
of God in Him," 5¢ Jonn says in his epistle, YAnd we know
that he was manifested to take away our sins; and in him is

no sin,” 9%  Peter admonishes, "Who did no sin, neither

32 K. De Pressence, The .noj
Christianity {(New York: /. C. Armstrong

33 JOE 8:46,
34 II Corinthians 5i2l.

35 I John 3:5,
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A8 guile found in his routh,” 38 The awthor of the

Epistle to the Hebrews says, "For we bave not an high

Priest whioh 8annot be toushed with the feelins of our
infirmities, but was in all points tempted as we crc
yet without sip,» 57

?

The statements of Fontius Pilate confirm these
assertions, "Then said Pilate to the ohief priests and
to the people, I find no fault in this ran.” 38 Ang in
Matthew, Pilate is recorded as saying, "I am innocent of
the blood of this just person; see ye to it."° And in
Merk we read, "Why, whot evil hath he doneg® 40

Not only his sinlessness, but His prarogative to
Torgive sin was unique among men. Jesus said, "But that
ye may know that the Son of man hath pover on earth to
forgive sins,” 41 The numercus instanees of Christ grant-
ing forgiveness proves sufficlent for our assertion. Our
lord 4id not assume that all men wvore lis diseiples, rather
that such a relationship is a potentiality for 2ll men, on
the ground of forgiveness and regeneration,

26 1 Peter 2:%2, 40 Mark 15:14,
%7 IHebrewa 4:15, 41 Mark 2:10,

%8 L%ﬁ 23:4,
59 Hatthew 27:24,
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Christ taught with authority, such &8 no man had
Pecnesaed, Hisg authority ocame not alons with the vords

spoken, but in the power of the personality that introduces

them. Indeed the Saviour says, "I am the way, the truth and

the life! no man cometh unto the Fathar but by nme," 42 His

simple pronunciation of the all=-important spiritual truths
as though they eould bds grasped by the child, made thenm
the words of 1life,

But surely He vms not alone unique in His birth,

life and teaching, but alsoc in His death and resurroctions
Certainly these separate Him from the race of men and yet

bequeath to that rags a lofty destiny, One scholar notes:

The resurreotion of Christ was the fact that gave the
disciples the eonvineing proof which they needed thet
He was the Son of God, and that all His other claims
were true, It constituted the Imperial Seal of the
Lord God Almighty on the ife, vwork and teaching of
Josus of Nezareth, Moot of all, the resurrection
proved thet liis redemption purchased on Calvary was

of actual value and efficaey to all who trusted in the
name of the Saviour, or in other words, that salvation
through faith in Jesus Christ actually saved! 43

The world's long ewaited Deliversr had surely come,

The One for whom the vorid had pleaded, who was far greater
than any local religion and who surpessed the wondering

42 John 14:6.
43 ¥, I, Hamilton, The Bacic of the Christian Falth
(New York: Harper Brothors Tublichors, 355 %), De 205
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&nd uspirutions of the philosophic mind, had come to place
bis redemptive gea)] upon the hearts® of wayward men.

{2) Christianity £illed man’s comseious need of &
Redeemer and redemption. With the moral develomment there
accompenied an awarencss of s5in apd the peed of Gelivory

from 1t. s we have witnessed in our resume of the
contributions of the mystery religions, men in pust ages
sousht a release from the moral blight through orgiles and
initicting eeremonies, No religion was able to satisfy
man as it bhad as yet offered no conplete redemption., The
Christian movement on the other had &8 its thems the idea
of redemption,

(3) Christianity's teachings vore oonsonant with the
spiritual needs of men, The intellect of tho Greek nind
bad caused them to erect a statue to the Unlnown God. The
Roman's copnsulted the Sybilline Books for spiritual
guildance snd consoclation. Christianity taught e doctrine
of Divine revelation and not of humen speoulation. Lecky
portrays the great contributien of Christianity when he
epitomizes:

The ohief cause of its sucoess was the congrulty of
its tesching with the spiritual nature of mankind. It
vas begause it was true to the moral sentiments of
the age, because it represented falthfully the
supreme type of excellemwe to whieh men were tendin~,

because it eorresvonded with their religions wants
aims, und emotions, booause the vrhole spiritual beimg
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could then expand and expatiate under its influence,

2?8 ;ieﬁt Planted its roote so decply in the hearts 44

(4) Christianity taught the dootrine of immertality.
The proolamation of the Reswrrection of Christ gave & new
hope t© men of 1ife beyond the grave, This hone was
attested by the Christians as they gathered about the
graves of loved ones, singing psalms: "Yea, though I vmlk
through the vallsy of the shadow of death I will fear no
evil; for Thou art with me.” And the insc®iptions on the
walls of the catacombs stood as a perpetual reminder of
the enduring hope: "He liveai"” ®Asleep with Jesus®, and
nany other triumphant epitapha«*s

This vas often manifest in the Christlans'
enthusiasm to be pressed forward to martyrdom., Christians
were known to heve lemented that they should die on the
sick bed instesd of the derth of a martyr., Martyrdom
beecame & pession to the early Christian who sow beyond the
grave a blissful eternity with Christ, Cyprian once
reminded the Christian community at Carthaga:

In the first plsce martyrdom is not in your pover,

but depends upon the graoe of God, Then, besides,
God, the searcher of the reins and heart, sees you,

44 W. E. He Lecky, History of Buropean Morals,
i’ 5%.

45 Gerhard Uhlhorn, Op. git., Pe 180.
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and praises and approves you. It 48 one thing for
ggg gli:iit to be wanting far‘martyrdm“ and another
F : yrdom to have been wanting for the spirit,

or doss not ask for our blood, but for our
faith, This sickness is sent to prove it, 46

(8) Christianity bad the Cenonical 013 Testament
Seriptures, serving as the souree hook for early Ghrist“i&n
preaching and vital living., Soon the sarly Gospels wore
to provide the doetrinal end prastical besis for Christian
living. Our knowledge of our lord is virtunlly sonfined
to the Gospels and this portrait is so dynamie and so
self-evident that we are assured that it is incapable of

invention of man,

(6) Christianity was a universal movement,
Christianity was not bound with any raeial characteristics
nor national pseuliarities, it waus adaptable by any people
in any age. "For by one 8pirit are we all baptized into
one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be
bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one
Spirit.” 47 Christianity met the need of the soul of man
as no other religion had been able to do and was ltself
able to adapt its teachings and motives to adverse and
varyine conditions,

(7) A new faith nnd a higher life Instituted by

46 Juoted from Cerhard Uhlhorn, Op. git., p. 21l.
47 I Corinthians 12:13.
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the Christian faith contridbuted to its triumph. Humanity,
STOPing for light, found in Christ the light and 1ife of
God. Through this hews faith in One whom people's attention
had been absorbed, and through cormion devotion to Him, man

transeended the 1limits of his finite being <nd could come

to the full realization of the meaning o surrender to the
Haster of life. Lifc took on a new perspective for the
Christian, he now walked in the light of Divine revelation.
Christ bhad placed incommensurable value on the soul of zen,
Hen were given the knowledge of a higher destiny, of loftier
living, that they might live abundant lives,

“e eannot pass this atudy without mention of the
endring quality of Christianity as found in the niracle
of Pantecost, Ho other religion hes ever had such a
dynanie foree and event to perpetunte its existence and
significance,. ualben has boldly stated, "The disciples
viould be powerless and helpless until they had received the
Boly Spiris.” 48 The Apostles were taught by the Spirit
and given the divine gift of imspiration. It s upon
the day of Pentecost thut the Apostles were baptized and
confirmed; the guidance of the Church was now in thelir

48 Lars P, Qualben, . Hégtorx of the Christian
Churoh, {New York: T, Eelaén an ans,"iﬁi%ﬁ s De .
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authority. Certalnly the efrusion of the Spirit of the
exalted Redeemor produced rich and profound results in
the roalm of evengellsm and missions.

The blessing of Pentecost proved to be the touchs
stone of the entire Christian movement. /. secmingly
defeated Christian movement now moved out into the world
with a fervor and paasion 1t hod never before possessed,
Disoiples of the now movement noy spent grest energy in
propagating the truths and reality of ths great Christian
Gaspol.

D. Ihs riumph in the Ethical ioclm.

In spanking of the contributing csuses to the
success of Christianity, no small mention is made of the
noral faetor., Gibbon's clasziezal work lists this in a
paramount position in relating the causes for the repid
progress of the Christiasn religion. 49 Lecky sives
praminence to the ethieal aspeots of the Christian faith,
observing that "the Bhristian corrunity exhibited a moral
purity which, if it has boen equalled, has never for any
long period been surpaased."sa “he scholar, James Orr

49 Edward Givbon, I D%A;;% fall of the
Rorxin m;gire {N&‘f York: 5’.. » ton &%c' nsd_ﬁ’ P %3.

Hon 50 W, Z, He Leoky, History of Buropean Morals,
» L J
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gives the ‘ethiocal aspeot prime consideration when he
Says in part, "M'he pure morals and blameless, self-denying
lives of the Christians, were the strongest points the
Apologists for the new religion could urge in its famr’,"'él

Certainly the moral factor of Christisnity must be
dealt with in consldering the causes of the triumph of
the Christion movement, We are aware at this point of our
study that polytheism had offered but little in ethical
standards and ideals, Iecky substantiates this as he
remarks:
The moral ideals had at no time been sought in the
actions of the sgods, and lons before the triumph
of Christisnity, poiy’bhai&m hed ceased to have any
great influenes upon the more cultivated intelleocts
of mankind, 52
An age seeking moral improvement saw not only in
the purity ef living, but also in the care for the
unfortunate, the poor, the widow and the orphan, the great
philanthropic character of Christianity, The purity and
chastity of Christian character distinguished the Christian

group from the pagan enviromment.

The elevation of women was one of the groat benefits
rendered by Christianity, hile Mithraism had excluded all

51 James Orr, Neglested Faotors the 8tudy of
the surly Progress of Em: £Y, De . g%‘%.

52 W.ul.H, Kecky, iiistory of suropean lLiorals, i, 16l.
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women from its religious services, Christianity received
and gwecliously assisted womanhood to rise to its propar
beighth and plaee of dignity. Marriage was mede sacred
and as Dollinger concludes,
Husbands and wives who feel themselves 1livi
; i , ng rembers
of Christ's bofy emply that almost irresistible power,
whle!: their love gives them for eaeh other, for
mitual sangtification and improvement, for t feol
as halves of each other, and the feaults of eit
are the faults of both., 7he man is to the voman, what
Christ is to the Church; she submits to him as her
head, and willingly and trustfully acoepts his
guldance, while they hel)p one ancther and sbkare in
bearing each other's joys and soTrowS, 5
Sensual pleasure was compenssted by spiritual
pride and the historian Gibbon confesses:!
It was with the utmost d4iffieulty that anoient
Rome could support the institution of six vestals:
but the ;rinitive Churgh wes f1lled with a great

numbey of persons of either sex who had devoted 54
themselvss to the profession of psrpetual chastity.

The emancipation of the slave wns also attended
by the triumph of Christendom, It was not so mueh in an
irmediete emanecipation of slaves in whieh Christianity
manirested its concern for this problem, but in creating
a new relation between the master and the slave, This is
portrayed in the beautiful spistle to Philemon in whioch

53 J. I. Dollinger ng F%;s& A % of the Chrivtian
Chgﬁh {Iﬂmen: E'{. H-. Jﬁ"»].lel’l, I * ﬁ

54 Fawerd Gibbon, Op. git., 1, 466-67,



Paul esks that the slave Onesimus be received as o
brother in the fedth,

leoky points out that scarczly any other reform
in the moral revolution of mankind wes guite so important
&8 the suppression of the gladitorial show "and this
foat wes exclusively aceomplished by the Chrictian
Churchs” ® In the latter part of Constantine's reign
he issued deerecs against gladiatorial shows.

The contrast between pegan morals and the ethisal
séfndards of Christianity is great, largely becausec the
Christian Church represented all brutality as sin and
accountable before God, The higher intellcets of the
pagan world saw such barbarious actions merely as inhuman
and demoralizing, To be swre Christisnity wes not a
nore ethical code, but Hhis slement was closely related
to the great plan of salvation as it was imperted to the
heart of man, The moral 1ife was the produsd of a vital
gpiritual experience on the part of Christian followers,

The combination of both elements in one religion and

especislly the very nature of both elements corbined,
made the religion of the COross a stumbling block, ond
an offense, The point to whiech we oc2ll attention is

the fact that these elements wers combined in one

relizion and that the combination made them even more
distasteful to the natural instinots of man than the

55 W. E' H. mw’ 92' cit!,‘ 5«1’ 3&’
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separete elements themselves were; and the faet th t
Christianity spread in splite of téis, is additional
evidence thet there was & qivine power working in and
through the gospel ang likewise in the hearts of men,

changing their hearts and makiny them ready to welocone
4 message whioh was repellent to the natural rfille - o8

Ee Sumary,

In any investigation of the esuse of the early
growth of Christianity, one finds various historio
interpretations. Ferhans chief emong these, and certainly
the most classic, is Gibbon's five reasons for the rapid
spread of Christianity. They are: (a) the inflexible and
intolerant zeal of the early Christians, (b) the belief
in the future life, (¢} the power of mirmecles, (d) the
austere morals of the Christians, and (e) the compact
Church organization. ©! Jith but & oonservative degree
of criticism we may note that this historlan hes failed
to deal with threc primary truths, namely, the supernatural
endowment of the Christian falth, the Divine revelation
and the very socurce of the zeal and moral perfection of
which he speeks, memely, Christ. It would seen that the
comiscion of such fundeamental conoepts disrobes Christianity
of the very features irhich atiracted men,

56 ¥. E, Hamilton, The Basis of the Christien
Fﬂith, P 122,

B7 Raward Gibvbon, The Degline end Fall of the
BoiAn Xupire, 1, Oh. xv.
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latowrstie, on the other hapd, portrays a deep

social cause ror the suceess of the early Christien
movement, (a) The endorsement of Gonstantine, (b) the
disintegretion of pagan society, (e¢) the organization ef
Ohristianity, (d) the inclusiveness of Christianity, (e)
Christianity as intransigent und flexible, (f) Christianity
supplied the Graeco~Ronman world what it w=s seeking for
in the realm of religion better thamn any of its competitors,
{g) the Jewish erigin assisted the growth of Christianity,
(h) mirscles attributed to Christianity accelerated the
growth, (i) the moral gquality of the Christisns and (J)
the deep underlying cause, the original impulse ocoming
from Jesus, J° Here there is the final consent to the
1ife of Christ, but the entire setting is soclal centered.
It would appear that the sprcad of the Christlan faith wms
eccelerated almost purely on the ground of netural
phenomenon with little mccount of the supermatural or
imtringic worth of Christianity itself,

Rsnan?gia his work, lwre ..urele, attributes the

suread to the Chrictian doctrine of {rmortality and the

58 EKennsth Seott Latourstte, 4 History of the
Expension of Christianity, 1, 1ho 158 Thve Senturics,
2.

50 F,. E, Bamilton, Basis of Christian iruith, p. 130,
citing Renan's work, Morg ..urelc.
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offer of conpleto pardon to the sinner, accompanied by a

strong moral reform., Here too we may ask, who sponsored
such a hope for the future 1life and initiated the originsl
concept of sin as well as offered the pardon for such sin?
Hithout an intervention of the Divine in the providence
of rankind, man would still be hopelessly lost,

The historian Lecky portrays a number of reasons
for Christianity's triumph: (2) Christianity was not
bound by looal ties, (b) it appealed to the affcetions,
{e) it was 2 pure and noble system of ethics, (d) it
taught love, (e} it wos the religion of the oppressed,
and (f) to a world in politieal dissolution, Christianity
offered the hope of the millennium.®C Lut to this the
scholar adds a profound statement which strikes et the
root of the true cause for Christélanity's victory:

Pg those weary of the cold grandeur of Cato, it
presented a Teasher who eould weep at the sepulchre
of His friend, who was touched with the feeling of
our infirmities, To & world, in fine, distracted
by hostile creeds and colliding philosophles, it
taught 1ts doctrines, not as human speculation, but
ag a Divine revelation, authenticated rmuch less 61
by reason than by faith, ‘
T+ would seem evident that Leeky knows well the heart and

necd of m:n, end the love snd mercy of a compassionate God

860 W. Z. H, Looky, ilstory of suropeap lorasls,
i, 387-86.

61 loc. G;ta
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when he provides for the basis of the triumph in the fact

of & supreme revelstion and the response of men in the
aprropriation of fiith,

Larshell gives a considersble 1ist of the causes
for the rapid growth of Christienity: (a) the zeel of the
Christiens, (b) the dootrine of the future life, (o)
salvation by faith, (d) eonscious need of a Redeener,
{(e) the Cnristien brotherhood, (f)} the hopeless coaditicn
of the pagan world, (g) the superior morals of the Christiens,
(h) the canonicel books of the 014 Testement, (i)
Christianity rose above the sonfines of nationalism, and
coneludes by eaying:

It is easy, then, to explain the eonquest of
Christianity in the Roman world. The new religion
was based, not upon ritual or mysteries, although
the few if hed were very potent and significant, but
it wvas a spiritual raligion, based on faith, and
culminating in love, the expresaion of which wes
made in words of comfort and deeds of benevolence,
The mystery religions were out~stripped in the race,
Cults eenturies old were scattered. Thelr tamples
erunbled., Their devotees abandoned the old faiths
that brought them 1ittle comfort and hope, for the
new religion, with iis evangel of purity, peace andﬁz
good will,

The suthor regognizes the aspirations of the heart of man,
the essential truth of the benevolence of the Christians
and the disinteasration of pagan religlons, He fails te

62 F, H, Harshall, The iel ug Bae of
Birly Christianity (St. Loulst B‘é%"‘%wa, » D» 296,
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des) witb the Divine Saviour and reiter: tes much of the
soclal interpretation,

Sueh mterpremtions, apart from Lecky's conclusive
enalysis, ssnter respective doductions as to the eause of
the rapid spread of eurly Christianity ebout naturel
grounds or pyschological bases, It ia menifest thet all
these elements played their role in the victowy as viewed
from a comprshensive vantage point, but in themselves
appear only es symbols, When, on the other hend,
Christianity’s origin is viewed as supernatural, its
revelation Divine, its Founder Supreme, and its ethics
the resultant factor of a transformed life, we have the
true and providentlal cause for the triumph of the
Christian faith,

¥What we have interpreted to be the eause for the
rapid spread and ultimete triwmph of Christianity is
agcounted for in the supernatural, Had Christianity not
been a prophetic and divine movement, inaugurated for
the redemption and restoretion of men, it cculd not have
achieved its end results, Until the times of Constantine,
Christianity was never spread by foree nor was it
sanctioned by politieal poviers, It did not appeal to man's
lower nuture but conversely dewanded a virtuous life,

neoes:sitating & morel remgeneration as well as a spirituesl
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renovation. A48 we have seen, Christianity wee a despised

mﬁvament, perseeuted and o, ressed. Hnisuely enough durine
such tribulation Christianity wes not knit into & solid
Tabrioc by a compaet organization but was domincted by

the Holy Spirit. Certainly 1t appeers evident that the
riovemsnt d4id not attraot its disciples on purely sobweal
grounds but vas ordained for the ealling out of the
nultitudes who would be loyal to the risen Christ,

Hor oan we fail to give mention to the intrinsiec
vorth of Christianity., It was sdequate to meet the
despairing need of the humesn hear%, it wrought salvition
within the heart and a pure and lofty conscience within
the mind. It meet the needs of men on the level whioch
they could interpret, it proclaimed its Gospel in
simplicity and yet an eloguence never egqualled.

we gain a true ap regiation of our faith when ve
conpure it with the philosophy and noiives of other
religious movements, Therefore we can say thet Christianity
triumphed becnuse it was so destined, it was with that
purpose that the Divine Son ¢ame into the world as Hedeecnmer
and Lord, Christianity triwmphed in the sphers of
litercture because the hand of the Divine Mamster roised up
effective apologetic works, It triumphed in the realim of
politieal power because the saviour touehed the life of an
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amperor, It conquored in the realm of relicion beceuse it
ves divinely instituted and imaugurated by the Christ vho
esteblished & wey of redemption for & lost and needy worlde
Nor were diseciples left a=lone wvhen the Master wes erucified
for the Ycly Spirit took abode in the hearts of His owm,
God’s Book was evemtuslly presaonted apd proved the text
bock of life for myward mon,

Christianity surpessed all othsr philosophtes and
religlons in the thical sphere, not becauss Christianity
was essentlally destined for the esteblishment of morality,
but heeausc it wms the outgrowth of the total sweep of
the S»irit upon the heart of depraved ren! Christianity
was destined to becoms supreme for it alone hed a Divine
Saviour who came t0 a world of lost men with the sxplioit
purpose of bringing them back to God; it 1lifted fellen men
to renewed felloswship with the vreator,



CHAPTER VI
SUMMARTZATION

In the early portion of our study we have evidenced
the corruption and ohaotic state of the politieal,
rcliligious and ethical 1life of the ancient world of the
firast century of the Christian era, It would seem
obvious thot the centuries of bheathen influence in the
realm of spiritusl and moral living had done little for
the anguish of the troubled world. Certainly it does
not take an aeute seholar to recognize the intrinsic
value of Gospel preaching and the subsequent spiritual
and moral regeneration. Indesd the sceptical historicns
of necessity acknowledge the supreme econtribution of
Christianity in a confumed age,

it would be absurd to suppose that the demoralw
izatlon of the first century playsd no part in the ultinate
triumph of Christdanity. The dlssatisfaction of the age
was the seed which was to take root when nurtured by
Christian eaviromment., Tho religious conditions of the
century did little more than to stimulate loftier thouhts
to an antieipation which was realized only in Christendomse
¥an's longing for deliverance, for an experience of
salvation and a desire for a conplete emancipetion from
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the wretehed conditions prevailing, symbolized a growing
unrest which was quelieg only as faithful disciples
brought the Gospel of Chnrist to needy men. Such depraved
eondltions oniy rede the triumph of Christianity e
pending reality,

But Christianity met competition as did the mgan
philosophies and religions, Yet one thing is apparent,
the competing religions and philosophies of the Groecoe
Roman world decidely assisted the Christian movement for
they so dispersed the thought and attention of men thet
when one unifying, construeting and beneficial Feith
presented itself the former appeared only as a means to
an ultirate end,

Judalsm was bound by netionalism end traditional-
ism, though her contribution to the ancient world can by
no means be minimiged, Stoleism lacked the warmth of
affection and the passion for Deity. T"ho nmystery religions
viers barren of the noble ethies, while the imperial cult
was but an attempt to pacify the religlious apvetite of a
spiritually poverished populace. In eontrast Christianity
vas universal; its zeal and passion wis stimulated by the
Person of Christ; its disciples were pure and noble; its
salvation was complete enough for all men in all conditions,

Though Cpristianity wes ordained to meet the foo
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in deadly oonfritet end prove her qualities through

decades of persecution, she was protested during her

forn. tive years through her kindhip to Judaism. This
Plays no small part in the ultimate victory of the
Christian faith for under such guise, Christians

willing or unwillingly submitting 4o such rocognition,

the Hew Falth took root, ralsed up her disciples and
literary apologists and spread like leaven in the Romen
world. If not before, certainly by 70 a, D. Christianity
becanme separated from Judailsm and vas placed before the
tribunal time and again, The remarkeble endurance, the
psrsistance and fidelity, caused her again to triumph over
determined adversaries, The very chargo of t®emson levelod
against the fajithful Christians by Romen megistrates only
popularized the nams, Men becamec eager to Join the ranks
of the mertyrs, determined to stand in faithfulness to the
Crhrizt whom they could not deny.

Three movements show glearly the growing importance
and inecreesing irmensity of the Christian movement, (a)
Celsus' attock upon Christianity. The vory appropriation
of literary chaniels to refute the doctrines and truth of
Christianity evidences a growing fear of an ultimate
triumph of the Faith. (b) Govermmental intolercnce. When
the Chri.tian movement attained such distinction as to
ocommand politicel interf: remce, we may well know thet 1t



124
wea assumlng Yoo rapld an advanocement for the evasive
politicians to enjoy. (e) Unrest amons the Ropman
citizenry manifests a new spirit of at least a portion
of the populase, .hen men saw tangible evidence of
higher and more sublime living, of bensficient gservice,
of spiritually enlightened men, they could not longer
content themselves with eounterfeits,

Christianity did meet organized pageanienm, It
net paganism'’s rebuff and perscoubion. It met and
sonquered paganism in the realm of philesophy, in the
politiecal sphere, in‘she religious realm and the ethieal
realm, Christianity so conplstely domineted the scene .
that by 4. D. 388, the Homan Senate exeluded all pagan
praetices,

Certainly one sannot be Justified in suggesting
purely natural eauses for the triumph of Christianity in
the spheres 1n which we have mentiocned, although such
vistory is not without its purely intrinsic worth and
rmanifest gqualities, Iilevertheless, Christianity trium hed
not so ruch because of her natural attributes but because
of her supernatural character and endowments. Christianity's
superiority in the realms nentioned and accounted for, plus
her survival in the midst of a pagan world whish evidenced

ocontinued hostility, aergues for her supernatural eharacters
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Christianity’s very chronological position in the
Sequence of the millenniums displays & divine movement,
A% no other time in the history of menkind was & world
8¢ ready for the Gospel message and in no other world empire
oould it so readily teke root and spread as in that of
the Remens', Christianity wes able, throuch the vork of
the Opirit, to raise up an apologetic work in the litersry
field of the age, Christionity gripsed the hearte of men
vith the experiences of Calwvary, Resurrestion, --seension
and Yentecost, It triumphed in the realm of religion

beeause its Founder was the Divine Sone

Christianity trium hed besause she bowed to no
fos and ylelded no policies. It utilized no foul means
for its advancement but presented itself as a Divine
Revelation, inaugurated by a Saviour and preached by
Saints, It offered hope to the seeker, freedonm to the
captive and 1life to the dyling.
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