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CHAPTER I
THE PROBLEM AND BIBLICAL FOURDATION

Following World War II the international scene has witnessed the
emergence of many new countries. The rising tide of nationalism has
stirred the people to the challenge of new froantiers of political
achievements. Due to this surge in many countries which were formerly
colonial holdings, the pecple are re-evaluating old ways and developing
homogeneous ways. Old religions are receiving new interpretations in
the light of sdvancing cultures. In place of attitudes of admiration
or passivity which once characterized the majority of other religions
toward Christianity, the non-Christian religions are encountering a
resurgence resulting in attacks upon the unique claims of Christianity.
The issue of the uniqueness of Christianity and its relation to non-
Christian religions is also a boilingcaldron within Christendom itself,
This is evident in the April 25, 1961, issue of Christianity Today

vhich devoted the major portion of the issue to thiscaritical relation~
ship and the tension which results. The Christian missionary of this
decade will be challenged in at leasst two areas concerning the Gospel.
The first area in which ths missionary will be confronted is in regard
to the uniqueness of his message. The second ares concerns the local
cultural patterns and the extraneousness of Christianity. The con-

sideration of these two living issues form the basis of this investi-

gatlion,



I. THE PROBLEM

Statement of the problem., It is the purpose of this study (1)

to present the internal Bidlical cleims regarding Christ as sole
Mediator, and Christianity as & universal religion; (2) to show the
theological and philosophical learnings of these two Biblical claims;
and (3) to present an apology in defense of these two Biblical claims,

lmportance of the study. Christendon is in a transitional

theological period., Many theologisns have changed their position,
This innovation is compelling a re-examination of the Bible and Bibli~-
cal studies, Hence, this study is an attempt $0 analyze the self-
claims of the Scriptures and to supplement them with rhilosophical

and higtorical data,

I1I. CLAIMS FOR DIVIHE INSPIRATIOR

God's identification with ths glving of Scripture. “More than

3,800 times," declares Thiessen, "the writers of the Old Testament

introduces their messages with such statements as these: 'the Lord
spake,' 'the Lord said,! 'the word of the Lord cams, wl

Bxplicit directions ere provided by the Lord in regard to the

FPentateuch,

1Henry Clarence Thiessen, Introduction to the New Testament,
pe 86.




And the Lord said unto Moses, ‘'rite thie for & memorial in a
book.2 And Moses wrote all the words of the Lord.3 Vhen Moszes
had nade an end of writing the words of this law in a book . . .

he commanded the Levites . . . Take this book of the law and
rut &t in the side of the ark of the covenant of the Lord your
God,

The prephets were conscious receptive instruments through whom
the Lord revealed His will to man, Jeremimh sets forth this interplay
of human-Divine element in revelation.

The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord, saying, Thua
speaketh the Lord God of Israel, saying, Write thee all the words
that I have spoken unto thee in a 'book.é Then I said, I will not
make mention of him, nor speak eny more in his name, But his word

was in ny heart as a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I was
weary with forbearing, and 1 could not stay.s

Christ asserted suthority of Scriptures. In anaswer to each of

the three temptations presented by Satan, Christ quoted Seripture. He
declared that the Scripture "proceedeth out of the mouth of God.*T The
Word of God was %o Christ more stable than the universe: "Till heaven
snd earth pass, one Jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law,

$111 all be fulfilled.®S

Amatlgu ;15:;0;_!0& $o_suthority of Scriptures, The apostles in-

dicate the suthority of the Scripture as being written under the inspi-
ration of the Holy Spirit. To them there was in existence a canon (i.e.,
014 TPestament) to which they referred, "it is written," as in Galatians
3:10; 4:22; Luke 243h6; Mark 2:1, "Knowing this first," wrote the

2Fxodus 17:1%. 3Exodus 2ksh,  YDeuteronomy 31i2k-26,
Sderemiah 30:1-2.  OJeremiah 20:9,  Metthew itk
BMatthev 5:18,
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Apostle Feter, "that no propheocy of the Scripture is of any private in-
terpretation. J¥or the prophecy came not in old times by the will of man;
but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the HolyGhost, "3 Paul
reminded Timothy that "all Seripture is given by inspiration of God, "10
To the Corinthian Church which had become divided Paul called their at-
tention to the fact that he did not speak "in words which man's wisdom

teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth,"ll

Independent writers produced a unit. When approaching the

authenticity and inspiration of the Bibls the question arises as to
vhat could be & more rational explanation apart from Divine revelation.
Vhat mind is capable of producing the Biblet
How could uninegpired man write a book that comuands all duty,
forbids all sin, including the sin of hypocrisy and lying, de-
nounces &ll human merit as insufficient for salvation, holdes out
as man's only hope faith in the atoning death, physical resurrection,
and present intercession of Christ and condemns to hell for all
eternity all who reject this one way of salvation and persist in
sintl2
Mthemora. the situation becomes more complex when forty
different authors composed sixty-six books over a period of about
fifteen hundred years which deal with ths same toplc, redemption., Thie
is done so skillfully that the books converge easily into one bock, %The
writers represent a variety of nationalitles, languages, and cultures.
There were among the divergent ocoupations of the authors of the Bible
& lawyer, a fisherman, a shepherd, a prophet, a farmer, a priest, a

doctor, a statesman, an official of the king's court, and a prince.

91 Peter 1:20-21.  10II Timothy 3:16. 111 Corinthians 2:13,

12'22‘1103.011. 220 _c_é_go. Po 85.



CHAPTER Il
THE IRTERHAL IVIDENCEY FOR ™0 UNIQUE CHRISTIAN CLAIMS

The two exclusive claims of Christianity as found in the Bidle
are nowv examined inductively end set forth in a systematic form. It is
by no mesns an exhaustive presentation, rather it is representative and
sugiestive, Cognizance has been given to secondary sources and critical

Judgments but attention is restricted to the primery source,
I. EXCLUSIVE CLAIN T0 UNIVZIRSALITY

Creation. Universallty, the inclusiveness of every individusel,
i3 acclaimed 4n the Bidle in six distinect areas, The first area in
which Christianity is universal stems from a common origin, God. God
in creation thus has 2 definite claim on every individusl, "Ia the
beginning God created the hsaven and the earth. wl g plan and pattern
for the essence of man was t¢ be in the likeness of God., "Le} us make
man in our image, after our likeness,"® Man being formed similar to
God was able to communicate with God., ®The Lord God walking in the
garden in the cool of the day . . . called unto Adan . ., Where art
thou?#3

This inclusion in addition to creation stems alasc from proe

creation. PAdam called his wife's neme Eve; because she was the mother

lGenesis 1:1. 2Genesis 1327, JGenesls 3:8-9,
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of all living. W4 Mon 1s vrogenitor of his own kind similer to Adam,
Hence, God is Father of every individual. Therefore the Psalmist pro-
claimed, "The earth is the Lord's and the fulness thereof; the world
and they that dwell therein."5 David confirmed that "great is the
Lord . . . for all the gods of the people ere idols: but the Lord made
the hesvens. . . . Fear before him, all the earth.*6

This is the argument employed by the Apostle Paul when delivering
his famous Mars' Hill sermon. "God that made the world and all things
therein . . . hath made 0f one blood all nations of men. . . . then . . .
we are the offspring of God."7 Therefore, Peter admonished persecuted
and suffering Christians to "commit the keeping of their souls to him
in well doing as unto a faithful Creator."S And Peul adds, "For this
cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom

the whole family in heaven and earth is nsmed,"d

A universal plan of salvation, Secondly, the Bible declares

Christianity is universal in the teaching of salvation from sin whieh is
addressed and proclaimed to all, regardless of race, color, or creed,
Salvation is proclaimed prophetically to every man., Immediately follow-
ing the temptation and fall of man, victory wae set forth in the ssed of
Eve, "It shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel, 10

The writer of Genesis recorde that God spoke to Adrahem and indicated

that "all the nations of the earth shall be blegsed in him," Further=

bGenesis 3:20.  OPsalms 2411,  ©OI Chronicles 16:25-30.
Tacts 17:24, 26, 29. 81 Peter 4:19.
98phesiane 3:14-15.  10Genesis 3:15.
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more, when Judah received his blessing from his father Jacodb it was fore-
told that Ythe sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from
between his feet, until Shiloh come and unto him shall the gathering of
the people be.*ll To this the Psalmist affirms, "All the kings of the
eaerth shall pralse thee, O Lord, when they hear the words of thy mouth,?12

For from the rising of the sun even unto the going down of the
same my name shall be great among the Gentiles; and in every place
incense shall be offered unto my name, and a pure offering: for
my nzame shall be great among the heathen saith the Lord of hosts.13

Salvation is offered in all ages to every individual who will
accept it. "God arose . . . to save all the meek of the earth."l¥ "The
Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon him . . . in truth."l5 *Ho,
everyone that thirsteth, come ye. w16 wpe any man sin, we have an
advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous:t and he is the
propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins
of the whole world.?*7 "Behold, I stend at the door and knock; if any
man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will
sup with him, and he with me. 018 Finally, the Bible draws to a close
and climax with this gracious invitation and offer, "And the Spirit
and the bride say, Come, And let him that heareth say Come., And let
him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water

of life freely."}d

llGenesis 49:10,  22Psalms 138:4.  13Malachi 1:1l,
Wpgalns 7619,  15Psalms 145:18.  l6Isaiah 55:1,
171 Jobn 2:1=2,  18Revelation 3:20,  19Revelation 22:17.



Incarnation, OChristianity as being universal in faith and

prectice is inherent in the incarnation of Christ. The prologue to
John's Gospel unites the eternal logos with Jesus of Hazareth, creating
a person of two natures, human and divine., YIn the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. . . . And the
Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us."20 Christ's favorite way of
referring to himself was "Son of man."2l fThe very title sugceste
identification with the human race.

Hebrews declares the incarnation by depicting Christ in His
high priestly role. %"Seeing then that we have a high priest, that ls
passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God . . . was in all points
tempted like as we are, yet without sin, #22 Cnrist wept, hungered,
thirsted, vas weary, suffered bdodily pain, was born and died as other
men, In His divinity He walked on water, turned water into wine,
stilled the storm, healed all manner of disease, raised the dead, and
forgave sin as the Gospels record. In that Christ was identified with

mankind He has a peculiar relationship to every man.

Universal scope of followers. The Bible scte forth the fact
that the followers of the Judeo=-Christian religion were from a variety
of nations, Abraham, although specially choeen by God, paid tithes %o
Melchizedek, priest, and king of Salem, of whom little else is known.23

It was utterly astonishing to Abraham when it was learned that the fear

20Jonn 131, 1k, 2lLuke 19310,
225iebrews 4:ll, 15, 23Genesis 14:9,
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of the Lord was in locations unsuspected to hir.24 Fven to $he dis-

obeying of Pharach'es command the midwives of Zgypt spared the badies
of larael becauss they also feared the Lord,25 Balaan appeared on the
historical scene as a oprophet of God in Pethor., 4 "mixed multitude"26
accompanied the children out of Israsl,

Many foreigmers intermarried with the Isrzaalites, such as
Rahat?l and Ruth.28 fThe Covenant of the Old Testement made provision
for all nationalitiss. P®The stranger that dwelleth with you shell be
unto you as one born among you, and thou shelt love him as thyself,"29
Ppalms makes no &lstinctlions except on morsl grounds and assertes
"blessed is the man"JO rogardless of race. "Blessed is the nation
whose God is the Lord."3l

The setting for the bock of Job is not definitely known. Yet,
within the book five nationalities are presented: Zophar the
Yaamathite, Eliphas the Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite, and Elihu the
Busite, and Job an Uzise.

Renowned kings of the Orient paid homage to God. Nebuchadneszzar,
the immemorial king of Babylon, "praised and honoured him that liveth
for ever."32 fThe Persian king Darius "wrote unto all pecple, nations,

and languages . . . 1 make a decres, That in every dominion of ny

ahGeno-is 20111, 25%xodus 1:17. 26gxo0dus 12:38,
27Joshua 6:7. 28Ruth 4:12. 29Leviticus 19:33.
3Opgalms 1:1. Apsalms 33112, 32paniel 4:3k.
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kingdom men tremble and fear before the God of Daniel: for he is the
1iving God,®33

The Gospels constantly make mention of many nations and address
their message to all who will hear. At the birth of Jesus wise nmen
from the East, presumably Iran, came to worship saying, "Where is he
that is born Eing of the Jews: for we have seen his star in the
east." ¥ Christ conversed with centurions, people of Samaris, and
Greeks,

The firast sermon of the early church was proclaimed to devout
men of all nations, which included Partheane, Kedes, Elanites, and
those who lived in Mesopotamis, Judasa, Cappadocis, Pontus, Asia,
Phrygien, Pamphylia, Bgypt, Cyrene and Rome.>? Philip baptized the
treasurer of Ethiopia.’s Peter was of the opinion "that God 48 no
respector of persons: But in every nation he that feareth him, and
worketh righteousness, is accepted with him,*3] Having become ocn~
cerned about people of other nations, the church at Antioch sent Paul
and Barnabes to do miesion work among thenm. 38 The Goapel which Paul
preached ®wes the power of God unto selvation to every cne thet
vvlieveth.””

Finally, the great victory scene of all ages deplcts "a great

multitude . . of all nations, and kindreds, and pecple, sand tongmes,

33Dantel 6:25, 26. Phiatthow 232, Brots z15-11,
3acts 8127, 3Tacts 10135
3Baote 132, 39Ronsns 1316,
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e « « before the Lamb . . . and eried with & loud voice, saying, Salva~

tion to our God.“us

Grect conmission. The universal claim of Christianity is intrin-

sic in the great comziseion, The grastest concsrn of ths resurrected
Christ consisted in the provsgation of His teaching tc the ends of the
ezrth, Hach of the four gospel writere record this euwphasis. Iuke
anplifies the commission in Acts. 9811 power ie given urto me in heaven
and in earth. Co ye therefors, and teech all nstions."™l "Presch the
gospel to every creature, ¥42 "Repentance and remission ¢f eins should
be presched . . . emong all nations,™3 The final words of ths risen
Lord were, "Ye shall be wilnesses unto me . ., . unto the utisramost part

of ths earth.“uu

Universal Jjudgment. Another claim for universality emerges
from the Jjudgment of God., The land of Caraan 1a promised to the seed

of Abraham with this restriction that "the iniquity of the Amorites 1s
not yot full,"5 The inference here is that a special grace period is
given befors Jjudgment, destruction and doom,

Anos propheciss against Syria, Philistia, BEdom, Hoab, Ammon,
Judah and Israal.“e "Come near, ye nations, to0 hear; and hearken, ye
people: let the earth hear . . . For the indignation of the Lord is
upon all nations,"*! announced Isaiah, Jeremish wrote, "The Lord hath
a controvarsy with the mations, he will plead with the mations . . .

he will give them that are wicked to the sword."*8 The nations to

YORevelation 7:3-10. Ylyatthew 28118-1G. Unark 16115.
43Luke 24147, Wacts 118, U5cenesis 15116,
46amos 1-2. UlIsatah 3:l, L8Jeremian 25:31.
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have received destruction .were Xgypt, Philistlia, Moab, Ammon, Edom,
Syria, Kedor, Hazor, Elam, and Babylon.

Universal Judgment falls not only on a national scale but also
individually., Paul forwarns the Athenians, “God , . . commandeth all
men everywhere to repentt Because he hath appointed a day, in which
he will Jjudge the world in righteousness. "‘Q In another place Paul
assertds, "We must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; $hat
every one may resceive the things done in his body, according to that
he hath done, whether it be good or bad, 50

God acts in the following capacities: as Creator, as Provider,
as Redeemer, as King, as Lord, and as Judge. In the light of these six
areas in wvhich God has Deen revealed, Christianity makes the ¢laim ¢o
being the unique universal religion. These acts of God form the dasis
for a universal creation, a universal plan of salvation, an Incarnation,
or identification of God with the human race, a universal scope of

followers, a universal commission, and a universal Jjudgment.

II. XXCLUSIVE CLAIM AS MEDIATOR

Claims from prophecy. A second unique claim of Christisnity
is the exclusiveness cf Christ as the Sole Mediator between God an
man. The internal statements of the Bible are very sxplicit in regard
to this claim, The prophetic office foretold the country, tribe,
fanily, and the city in which the Christ would be dorn, The seed of
Abraham was chosen and given the land of Canaan for an inheritance.

Waote 17:30.  OIICorinthians 5:10,
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"I will give unto thee all the land of Canaan."5* The tribe of Juiah
was then selected, "The sceptre shall not depart from Judah . ., .
until Shiloh come."52 The family of David was pleked, "Behold, the
days come saith the Lord, that I will ralse unto David a righsecus
Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper . . . ke sball be called
The Lord Our Righteousness.">) The asdsided oity was to be Bethlehenm,
"But thoun, Bothlehem , , . though thou be 1ittle among the thousands
of Judah, yet out of thes shall he come forth unto me that is to de
ruler in Iuml.'ﬁ‘ This was so well known that when the wise men
sought counsel concerning the birthplace of Christ it was easily
accessibla,

A vivid descriptionws also forstold soncerning the 1ifs and
death of Christ even centuries defore His appearance upon the earth,
These word pictures were fulfilied by precise facts vhich the prophets
announced centuries prior to His birth, as a aign from God, “There-
fore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall
sonceive, and bear s son, and shall call his name Immanuel."D? The
slaughter of the innccents was ralated hundreds of yeers prior to the
execution: "Thus saith the Lord; A voice was heard in Ramah, lamen-
tation, and bDitter weeping: Bachel weeping for her children ., . . be-
cause they were not., *56 Isaiah gave a bdrief skesch of his life's work.

The spirit of the Lord God is upon me; bDecauss the Lord hath
anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent

5lgenests 17:8,  52Genesis 49:10, 53Jeremian 23:5~6.
S%1cah 512,  55lsatah 7:lk, 56ereniah 31115,
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me $0 bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaism liberty t¢ she cap~
tives . . . To proclaim the acceptadle year of the Lord . . . to
comfort all that mourn,5T

The aocount of Eis death was written up beforshand, “"Aad they

shall look upon me wham they have pilerced."™ The Psalmist gives an
even more grapbis description of the death of Christ. ®They plerced
my hands and my feet., . . . They part my garments emong $hem, and cast
lots upon my vesture, 99 A concluding observation soncerning His
death was, "He keepeth all his bones: not ons of them is broken,®60
Concerning the resurrection it was written, "Thou wilt not leasve ny
soul in hell; neither wil¢ thou suffer thine Holy One to see corrup~
tien, W
A public consoiousness had developed oconcerning the 1life of
Christ. Orowds weras cogznizant of the umusual evesnts which cccurrad.
On acaount of this public knowledge, Peter on the Doy of Pentecost
reminded his hearers rather than relating new factors to thenm,

Ys men of lIsremel, hear thase words; Jesus of Nazareth, & man
approved of God among you by miracles and wonders and signs,
wvhiah God 4id by him 4in the nidet of you, as ye yourselves also
know , . « This Jesus hath God railsed up, vhersof we all are

witnesses., ._. . Now whon they heerd this, they vere pricked in
their heart.62

Claime of eye witnesues, The Biblical claim ¢ Chriast as Sole

Mediator hetween God and mean end as the Sow of (God ig attested dy
historical faots. The Bible ix not rooted in myth and fables, nor is

1% based upon secondary sources; bdut includes smpirical facts snd

5TIsatan 6111-2,  58Zechertsh 12:10.  JSPealms 22116, 18,
60psalns 34120,  SlPaalme 16120,  S2iote 2122, 32, 37.
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words of eyewitnesses. Luke asserts this when he addressed his Gospel
to Theophilus, probably a high Roman offiecal.

Forasmuch as wany have taken ia hand to set forth in order 2
declaration of those things which are most surely believed among
vg, oven as they delivered them unic us, which from the begioning
vere eyeswitnesses, and ministers of the werd; it seemed good to me
also having had perfsot undsrstanding of all things from $he very
first to write unto thee in order . . . that thou mightest know
the certainty of those things, vhersin thou hsat been instrusted.63

The apostls John earefully prefecez his genersl spiztls of
I John by claiming full sensory spprehemsion ¢f our Lord. "That which
was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we heve seen with
our eyes, whigh we have leoked upon, and ovr hands have handled . . .,
declare ve unto you, w6l

The "eyeswltneszses" can be claselfied intc four categoriss repre-
sertative of all classes of people: common pesple, officlals, religiouns
leaders, and suprahuman porsonsalities,

The comzon people "zladly” heard Christ, A noterloms woman,
veteran of ssven marriages, met the Master st a well and refurned to
her village to antreat them to "Come, zee & man, which told me all
shings tust ever I d1a, 1s not this the Christ?®65 e peoyiz of the
oity of Samaria, who were at variance with the Jews, went to listen
to Christ and returned exclalming, "#ow ws Dellave, not becsuse of thy
sayingy for we have heerd him ourselves, «ad know tha$ this is indesd
the Christ, the Savior ef the worid. n66

A man Born blind was hesled., The Phariseecs, onc of the growp

631mke Lii=b. 641 Johm 11, 3,
65J0nn 4129, 8630nn Lik2,
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of religious leaders of that day, cross-examined the healed man, They

stated that vhoever accomplished the feut was a sinner. Despite the
opposition presented, the once bdlind men believed Christ tc be the
"Son of God."67

John regcorded that "many of the psople believe on him, and seid,
¥hen Christ cometh, will he do more miracles than these which this man
hath done?#68

Nertha, a housekesper, testified, ®I believe that thou art the
Christ, the Som of God, vhich should coms into the world.?69

Perhaps the greatest witness to the divinity of Chriat was
expressed by the thief on the eross, This dying man saw something in
Christ which aroused his faith to yequest, "Lord, rememder me when
thou comest into thy kingdom."T0 The penitent thisf did not rerceive
Christ to be a mere man, but a conqueror abtout to reign desnite the
fact of His certsin physical death.

Secondly, various world offieials gave confirmatidn to the
character and uniqueness of Christ. Wise men ffor the East came to
worship Jesus as the Christ, (2 They were probably from a tribe of the
Medes similar to the Levites, the priestly tribe in Isrssl. Their
interests were study of astrology and interpretation cf dresms. They
were in a position to observe and recognisze unusual astronomical
phenomenon,

The charactey of Christ was sustained by Pilate who announced:

1, having examined him before you, have found no fault in this
aan touching Guose Shings whereol ye accuse him: Mo, not yot

67dohn 933538,  OB8Johm T33l. 59John 11:27.
TOLuke 23sk2, TiMatthew 2:1.
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Herod; for I sent you o him; ami, lo, aothing wertuy of death is
done unto him,7?

Pilate's wife sent word to Pilats while he was in the Juigment
seat, "Have thou nothing %o do with that Just man; for I have suffered
many things this dey in a dream because of him, "7

¥hen officers were ordered to arrest Christ, they returned
empty~handed with this explanation, "Never man spake like this m."'m

After the execution had been initially completed, the soldiers
sat down and "wasched him there."!d ¥The centurion and they that were
with him watching Jesus, saw the sarthquake, and those things that were
done . . . feared greatly, saying, Truly this was the Son of God.'76
luke records the centurion as uttering, "Certainly this was a righteous
man, 1T It ie very probadle that both these statements were made by
the centurion. Although 1t is difficult to determine the amount of
stress to be placed upon the phrase "Son of God," there remains an
astonishing factor. The officer in this drief pericd acknowledged
that Christ was more than & man, How much the centurion, whe was
probably a heathen, comprehended Chriat to be the Son of God, remaine
a mystery. He 41d shov bellef in the claim made by Christ.

Jogeph of Arimathmea had not consented to the death of Christ.
Openly he sought the bedy of Christ and had it lain in his private
tomb, This testimony wes given on his bshalf, that he "waited for the

kinglom of God."7®

Tomke 23124-15. ThMatthew 27:19. TWJohn 7346, TSHatthew 27136,
ToMatthew 27154,  TTuuke 23:47,  [8Luke 23151,
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A third class of witnesses set forth in Holy Writ is religlous
leaders and pious personalities. During the period of our Lord's in-
fancy, Simeon, a just and devout man in Jerusalem had received a special
revelation that he would see the Lerd's Christ before his death. When
Joseph and Mary went into the templs to offer the sacrifice for puri-
fication, Simeon also entered the temple and seeing the Yaby Jesus
breathed, "Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according
to thy word: TFor mine eyes have seen thy salvasion,* 19 During this
same time an eighty-four year old widow of very devout plety Jjoined
the group. ®"She . . . gave thanks likewise unto the Lord, and spake
of him to all them that looked for redemption in Jeruselem, 30

Christ opemed His public ministry by seeking the baptism of
John the Baptist. John seeing Him coming bare resord before the orowd
and sunounced, "Bshold the Lemd of God, which taketh away the sin of
the world, "8l

Many disciples grew weary of following Christ for various
reasons, The gquestion was addressed to the disciples if they would
aleso desert Him, Peter retorted, "Lord, to whom shall we go? thou
hast the words of eternal 11fe."$2 Acting as spokesman for the twelve

Peter continued, "And we believe and are sure that thou art that Christ,

the Son of the living God,"&3

TLuke 2:29-30, 80puxe 21138, 8170k 1:29,
8230nn 6168, 83Jenn 6169,
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Fourthly, the claims of Christ were attested dy supranatural
personalities. An angel delivered the news of the birth of Christ to
shepherds in the hills of Judea. ®Unto you is born thisday . . . &
Sevior, which is Christ the Lord."5% Devils indwelling human beings
confensed that Jesus was the Son of God., Some devils spoke through a
man in the synagogue, *Let us alone; what have we t0 do with thee,
thou Jesus of Razareth? art thou come to destroy us? I know thes who
thou ars; the Holy One of God."85 On three cocasions God Himaelf
acknowledged Christ to be Bon of God with an audible voice, Following
the baptism God pronounced, "Thou art my beloved Son; in whom I an
well pleased. n86 Again, at the transfiguration God spoke from a
cloud, "This is my Deloved Son, in whom I am well pleased, hear ye
him,*87 Finally, at the time of the triumphal entry, Christ besought
God to glorify His name. The people standing nearby heard a voice
ssy, "I have both glorified 1%, and vill glorify it again.?S wmi,
voice came not because of me, but for your sakes,"5 added Cnrist.

80 well attested were the life and vorks of Christ before the
populace that the Apostle Paul could say to King Agrippe and Governor
Festus:

1 am not mad, most noble Festus; but speak forth the words of
truth and soberness. For the king knoweth of these things, before
vhon also I speak freely: for I am persuaded that nome of theese

thinge %o hidden from him; for this thing was not done in a
cornsr.

BiLuke 2111,  S%Luke 4.  OMark 1:11,
ETMatthew 1755.  S8Joha 12:28,
89!’0“ 12330- 90‘.0" 263260
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Lifs and works. Another claim ¢o the exclusiveness of Christ

stexs from His 1life and works. Christ manifested His authority over
nature. Having gone t0 a wedding fesst where the guest had run cut of
wine, Jesus turned some water into wine.

When the ruler of the feast had tasted the water that was made
wine, and knew not vhence it was . . . called the bridegroom, and
saith unte him, Every man at the beginning doth set forth geod
wine; and vhen men bave well drunk, % that which is worse; dut
thou hast kep$ the good wine until now,Jt

Some seasoned fishermen had spent ths night fishing dbut to no
avail. During the following day, Christ joined the fishing party. As
His command the nets were lovered at a particular spot. The fishermen
hesitated for they knew the lake and that place., But at she insistence
of Christ shey lowered their nets vhich were guickly filled $o capacity.
Poter was "astonished and all that were with him, at the draught of the
fishes which they had taken,"92

During one of the night crossings of the Sea of Galilee, a great
storm arcse. Zhe ship was taking water rapidly in which Christ and his
disciples were sailing. Some of the dlsciples, being fishermen, were
veteran seamen, Yet, the storm proved more than a match for them, In
desperation the disciples avakened Christ who was sleeping snd ex~
claimed that the boat was about to sink,

Christ arose and rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea,

Peace bs stil)l, And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm,

e ¢« « And they feared exseedingly, and said one %o another, ¥Wha
manner of man is this, that even the wind and the sea obey HEim.93

Jonn 2:8-9, 92Luke 519,
9Mark 4:39¢k1.
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On another occasion a storm arose during which Christ was not
on board the ship. Christ walked on the waves to them, which greatly
frightened the disciples. They supposed Him to be a spirit. Again the
vind ceased by His authority. "Then they that were in the ship ceme
and worshipped him, saying, Of a truth thou ert the Som of God, 3%

The people of Bethsalds followed Jesus to learn more fully con-
coerning His teaching. %The multitude of people numbaered about five
thousand men in sddition tc a hoet of wemen and children. Near the
close of the day, the disoiples reminded Christ of the lateness of the
hour and the distance from town. Christ answered that they should give
the people something to eat. The swm total of the crowd's provision
was five loaves and two fighes, Ohrist toock the lunch and prayed, after
which the disciples dispensed the lunmeh. Rach individual ate his fill
with the result that twelve baskets rsmained above and beyond the needs
of the orowd.35 A% another time Ohrist fed four thousand men plus the
women and children from seven loaves and a few small fish 96 A1l of
these situations which occurrsd in the 1life of Christ point ocut the
fact that He was supsrhuman,

Secondly, Christ manifested His authority over disease., After
church Jesus went to Peter's house. Vhan they arrived Peter's mother-
in-law vas sick and feverish., Jesus healed her and she went about her
work, After sundown the people of the city brought merny sick individu~
els to Ohrist and allwre healed,’T

On one occasion a leper came %o Christ besseching, "If thou

Mpatthew 14133, 9Mark 6: 35-lik,
Bpatthew 151 32-39. IMiark 1:31, 34,



vilt, thou canst make me clean."9 This, Christ did. On another
occasion, Christ healed ten men who had leprosy, instruoting them %o
shov themselves to the prielt.” The priest could then pronounce thea
healed according to law,

A man blind from birth wes healed by Christ. His neighbdors
doubted the miracle but he convinced them that he was formerly the
blind beggar femiliar tc them, The Pharisees tried to refute the
once dlind man's testimony but the parents identified the man as their
son born bdlind, The author of the Gospel John employs a chapter te
this one herling, including empirical facts to verify the ennt.loo

Some of the other principle healings include: an official's
508,101 & paralysie,}92 a woman with hemorrhege,103 an epileptic
voy,1%% and a stocped woman.105 Gnrist utilised His healing ministry
as one of the proofs of His claim to deity. In return to the ingquiry
of John the Baptist concerning if Jesus was the Hessiah, Jesus in~
structed John's discivles, "Go your way and tell John what thinga ye
have seen and heard; how that the dlind see, the lame walk, the lepers
are cleansed, the deef hear, the dead aremised,*106

A third way the lifs of Christ points to deity and exclusiveneas
is by His authority over death. Christ stopped the funeral procession

of a widow's only son and raised him from the desd, 197

Iark 1140, 99Luke 17:11-19. 100Jonn 9:1-41, 101John Y4:L6-5h,
102 atthew 9128, 10JLuke 8:43-48. 1OMMark 9:lh-23,
105Luke 13020-17. 1%Luke T:22.  10TLake 7:11-17.
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Jairus, ruler of a synagogue, besought Chriast toc come to his
house and heal his twelve year old daughter who was dying. Due to the
length of the jJourney and delay in arriving, word was received that
the daughter was dead. Arriving at the home, Christ instructed the
household to s%op wesping bacause the daughser was sleeping and not
dead. "They leughed him to soors, kmowing that she was dead."10F
Feter, James and John as well as the daughter's parents accompanied
Jesus into the room where she was, After Christ cslled to her, she
arose and was ready to eat.

One of Christ's bestfriends, Lezaxus, was sick, His sistars
relayed his condition %o Christ. Christ arrived four days after
Lazarus had been duried. To the asmazement of the ocrowd that gathared
by the grave, Christ dispatched them to roll away tke stone from the
entrance to the cave which served as the vault, Christ commanded
Lazarus to come forth., The crowd witnessed Lazarus struggle out of
the cave, bound with grave clothes. Helping hands set him fres. In
each of the three accounts of ralsing a person from the dead, many
people were eyewltnesszes to the event. Christ chose at least five
others to observe the ralsing of Jairus' daughter when the orowds
could not sec¢ the niraele.wg

Christ's authority over demons was & fourth claim from His
life and works to credit the claim comeerning Christ as the madiator

between God and men, the very Son of God,

106 0ke 8:53, 10930hn 111l-Ub,
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And there was in their esynagogue a man with an unclean epirit;
and he oried out, Saying, lLet us alone; what have we to do with
thee, thou Jesus of Farareth! art thou come to destroy us? I
know thee who thou art$, the Holy One of Ood. And Jesua rebuked
him, saying, Hold thy peace znd come out of him. And when the
unclean spirit had $orn him, and oried with a loud voice, he
cawe out of him, And they were all amazed, insomuch that they
questioned among themselves, saying, What thing is this? , , .
for with authority commandeth he sver the unclean spirits, and
they do obey him,110
Later on in the same city of Capernaum they bdrought "them that
were possessed with devils, . . . And he . . . cast out many devils:
and suffered not the devils to spesk, Decause they knew hin."lu
Christ preached in the synagogues of Galilee, "and cast out devils, 112
When Christ and the diasciples landed on the shores of the
Gadarenes a man who lived in the cemetery me$ them, This man had bdeen
driven out of the city after all attempts had failed to control him,
t
He had alwsys breken looss when bound, He lived in ths tombs orying
out and cutting himgelf with stones. When this uncontrollable person
saw this total stranger coming ashore he was heard to cry out: "wWhat
have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of the most high God? I
adjure thee by God, that thou torment me not."113 LAfter the devil
had been cast out the people of the nearby town csme "to Jesus, and
saw him that was possessed with the devil, and had the legion,
sitting, and clothed, and in his right mind: and they were afraid. il
A multitude was following Christ when they came upon a man, who

could not speak, being demon possessed., Jesus cast out the demon when

L10ark 112327,  “tlusrk 1332, 3%,  eark 1:39,
Wihtark 5:7.  Myark 5:15.
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the man was Wrought before Him, ®And when the devil was cast out, the
dumb spokket and the mmltiitudes marvelled, saying, It was never so seen
in Isreel, 115

Christ's authority over sin was also unique, JFour determined
nen carried a friend sick with the palsy to Christ for hesling, Kot
gaining access by way of the door, they ripped a hole in the roof and
lowered the invelid into the vresence of Christ. Wwhen Christ saw their
faith, he said unte the man with the palsy:

¥an thy eins are forgiven thes, And the serides and the

Pharisees begen to reason, saying, Who 1s this which speaketh
blasphemies? Who can forgive sins, dbut God alone? But vhen
Jesus perceived their thoughte, he answering said unto thew, wWhat
reason ye in your heartst Whether is eacsier, to say, Thy sins de
forgiven thee; or to say, Bise up and walk? But that ye may kmow
that the Son of man hath power upon earth to forgive sins, (he
said untec the sick of the palsy,) 1 say unito thee, arise, and talke
up thy couch, and go intc thine house. And immediately he rose
up before them ., . . and they werg&uamaned. . o Saying, We
have geen strange things today.u

To & wonman who anointed the feet of Jeeus with an alabaster box
of ointment as an expression of leve, Jesus said, *Thy ains be for-
given."uT Christ snnounced to Zacchaeus who hed made a promise of
rastitution for the pass, "This day is sslvation come to this house."u‘s
During the execution of Christ a thief on a cross nearby plsaded,
*Lord, remember me when thou comeet info thy kingdom, And Jesus sald
unto him . . . Today shalt thou be with me in paradise,%1}9 mnus,

John the Baptist could present Christ as "the Lamb of God, which itaketh

154asthew 9:33.  136Luke 5120-26.  11Tiuke 7:1S.
118;,0xe 19:9. 119Luke 23t42-h3,



26

taketh aw=y the sin of thes world,"120

It was early detected that Christ taught with unique authority.
"And they wers astonished at his doctrins: for hz taught them as one
that had authority, and not aa the scribves,"}21l The expressed authore
ity of Ohrist was clearly above and beyond that of Moses ard the
prophets. They spoke with a "Thus saith the Lord." Christ spoke with
a "But I say unto you, ni22 Hance, Christ was claiming equality with
God. Nicodemus, & ruler of the Jews, acknowledged Christ's svthority.
The Seribes and the Pharisecs wore eilenced in His presence. During
the trial of Christ, Pilate psrceived inherent suthority in Christ and

asked concerning the nature of truth.

Personal cleims. Although 1t is impossible to determine the

exact time of the beginning of Christ's Messianic consciousnese, it

vés evident at the age of twalve. In reply to his mother's reprimend,
Christ responded, "Wist ye not that I must be about my Father's
business?*223 His pubdlic ministry wes opened by cleansing the temple

and this command, "Make not my Father's house an houss of merchandise, #1124
"}y Father worketh hitherto and I work.?*125 #1 and ay Father are one,"126
*I am a2 king, To this end was I born, and for this cause cams I into the
world, that I should bear witness unto the truth."127 Chriet describded

Himself as, the way, the truth, the iife, the light of the werld, the

120J0hn 1129,  *dpark 1122,  122Madthew 5:27-28.
125 ke 2:49.  124%Jonn 2:16,  125Jobn 5:17.
32630pn 10:30.  12TJohn 18:37.
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resurrection and the life, and the bread of 1ife. "I am the door: by
me if any man enser in, he shall be saved. 128 *1 came forth from the
Father, and am come into the world: again I leave the world, and go to
the Father, 329

Christ underscored His power over death with the declaration that
He: had power t0 lay down His life and power to take it up, It was
nstural and easy to interpret the hostile actions of the crowd as in=
tended murder. The superhuman element was the prediction of where,
when, and how this dastardly deed would be accomplished. The disciples
vere instructed to attend the feast of tabernacles without the presence
of Christ because the Jews sought to kill Him, and as yet it was not
His %ime to dle. On at least two occasions Jesus vanished from their
threatening hands, while on another occasion soldiers returned empty-
handed. The place of death was Jerusalem and the method was eruci-
fixion,

Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man shall be
betrayed unto the chief priests and unto the scribes, and they
shall condemn him to death, and shall deliver him to the Gentiles
to mock, and $0 soourge, and to crucify him: and the third day
he shall rise again.l

On the night bdefore the passover Christ revealed the time of
His crucifixion. PAll ye shall be offended because of me this night:
for 4t is wristen, I will smite the shepherd, and the shesp shall be

scattered, But afier that I am risen, I will go defore you into Gelilee. 1131

128Jonn 10:9. 129J0nn 16;28.
130Magthew 20:18-19, 13 lMark 14:27-28,
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Christ seldom or never spoke of Eis death without including His
resurrection, The resurrection became one of the chief aspects of New
Testament preaching. Peter on the day of pentecost pointed out the fact
of the resurrection and recalled the prophecy of David which had pre-
dicted the fact., Some of the members of the church at Corinth questioned
the credibiliyy of the resurrection., Paul reminded thea of the following:

I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received
how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; and
that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according
to the scriptures: and that he was sesa of Cephas, then of the
twelve: after that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren at
once; of whom the greater part remain unto this present, dut some
are fallen asleep, After that he was seen of James; then of all
the spostles. And last of all he was seen of me alasc,i32

Thomas, one of the twelve dlscipies, was not with the others
wvhen the full reality of the resurrection was perceived by the cthers.
Kot being a credulous individual, his skeptical mind maintained that un-
less he was provided with such exvirical data as the nail print in His
hands and seared side he would remain uncomvinced., BEight days following
his affirmation, Thomas and the other disoiples were gathered together
indoors when Jesus appearsd.

Pher saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and bshold
xmy hands; and reach thither thy hand, and thrust it into my side:
and be not failthless, but believing., And Thomas answered and
said unto him, My Lord and my God, 133

Conoerning the resurrection the writer of the Book of Acts
informs Theophilus, to whom the letter was addressed, that Christ
fghewed himgelf alive after his passion by many infallidle proofs,

deing sesn of them forty days.*i3¥

1321 Corinthisns 15:3-8,  133Johm 20:27-28. 13WAots 1:3,
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Summary. ¥From an inductive investigation of the Bible two

distinct teachings are prominent: (1) The universal claim for Chris-
tianity end (2) The unigneness of Christ., Christianity as a universal
faith is authenticated by the following: the oreation, the plan of
salvation, the incarmation, the universaliiy of followers, the great
commisaion, the Juignent. 7The exclusiveness of Christ is sustained
by prophecy, supported by eyevitnesses, and supplanted by the life
and works of Christ. A dominate characteristic of the Bible which
underlies its content is it empiriciem (i.s., its appeal to the
experiences of individuals qualified as witnesses). This is employed
by references to historical persons, places, and documents; eye-
witnesses and other primary sources; and the reporting of the reactions
of erowiis. The primary sppeal is therefore to logic, reason, and

selected data as the basis for its intellestual appeal.



CHAPTER III

THE PHILOSOPH1CAL ATTITUDE TOWARD
CHEISTIARITYI'S CLAIMS TO CERTAIN UNIQUENESS

Included in this chapter are the attitudes of three American
and three foreign philosophers, toward the unique claim of Christ
to be the Sole Mediator between God and man, and the unique claim
of Chriatendom t0 universality in respect to followers. The three
philosophsrs, VWillism E, Hocking, Arncld J, Toynbeas, and Radhak-
ristnan present the negative attitudes toward thess two exclusive
claims; vhile Emil Brunner, Hendrick Kraemer, and Edwmund D. Soper
defend these two unique claims,

Each philosopher was selected decause of his partiounlar
relationship to Christian Missions., VWilliam B. Hoecking, author of
several books dealing in this ares, was selected as chairman of the
committee which in 1933 evaluated one hundred years of missionary
progress. Arnold J. Toynbee, coneidered by many to de the world's
leading historian, delivered the Gifford Lectures which $oushed at
length upon these two claims., Radhakrighnan, professor at Oxford and
considered by some $0 be the leading spokesman of Hindulsm, has written
in this area, speaking for one of the world's leading Christian Mission

fields. Bmil Brunner, in his article in the Christian Century appearing

in 1948, indicated that he was moving toward a missionary theolegy.
As one of the warld's leading theologians, his new outlook on missions
has an important bearing on the Christian claims. Hendrick Kraemer has

been a great apologist of Christianity in the field of comparative



religions, having set farth the views of Christ from a Biblical
revelation, Fimally, idaund D. Soper, the sor of missicnary pavents
and professor of misgions, has been an srudite writer in dsfense of

thease two alalns,
I. THE ANTAGONISTS OF THESE TWO UNIQUE CLAIMS

¥illiem iroest Hooking, #Willlam Xrnest Hocklng is an out-

spoken opponent of any final exclusivenezs in Christianity. To him
the agnostic and the nystic are equally consistent and equally near to
ultimate reclity. The worid would neither guin nur lose anything by
either the advance or disappearance of religlon.

For 4t ie not simply the caas that these attributes which
religion asoribes %o reality (divinisy, Deneficence, soul~
presorving or value-conserving properties) ars iavisible,
spiritual inaccessible %0 odaerwation: 1t is the case that
thaae ideas, 30 far as reasona go, are in apperent equilidrium—
nolther nrovable nor disprovadle. The world would he coneistent
without God; 1t would also be consistent with Godt whichever
hypothesis a man adopts will fit experience equally well; neither
one, sc far as accounting for vislble facts is concerned, works
detter than the other. I have often wondered whether in these
supernundane matters the universe may not be so nicely ad histed
(and wvishal so Justly) that each man finds true the things he
baileves in and wills for; why should not every man find his
religion trus, in so far as he has indesd 3ot hls heart unon it
and made sacrifice for is.1

He describes ths origin of the rsligions of the world as growing
out of a basic human neesd, the cxpression of faith in the unseen.
Ths pluralism of religions is attriduted to the lack of inter-

course bstwsen the large restricted aress of the world. Physical

lyilliam Srnest Hocking, The Meaninz of (od in Human Zxperience,

P. 1“3.
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barriers tended to hinder communications and divided the world into
patural regioms. Due to this lack of communication, men expressed
the good in different terms. The obJjects of worship were merely the
reflections of local culture.Z

There have been erudite religilous leaders who contriduted to
the general fund ¢of religlious knowledge. Contemporary society has
progressed $o such an extent that these leaders are no longer impor-
tant. "God is in his world, but Buddha, Jesus, Hohammed are in their
private closets and we shall thanc them, but never retura to them.?J

Ths equating of the Huddha anid Nobhammsd with Christ, negates the
claip:-of Christ as the Sole Mediator. There ars held to be zany medi-
atore. Nature is a mediator, declaring the glory of God. Love as set
forth in ithe First Epistle of John is & mediator. ‘2Zvery riiiglom,
including every variant of mysticism, is a way to tlLe immediecy.’u No
religlion can thsrefore be called sn only way to God, "ihere is no
only way to salvation and pemce. . . . This doctrine must be abandoned
definitely snd for sll time."d

Dr. Hocking is alsc opposed to any oclaim made by Christianity
as being wolusive in having a world-wide followlng, There 1& one

universal science; no mere local sclences, Ilaw has 1ts universal

2Bocking, Living Beligions and a World ¥aith, p. 22.

J1vsd.
Ygoaking, Mhe Comine ¥erld Civilisation, p. 99
SHoeking, Living Keliglons snd & World Faith, »p. 172-173.
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elements such as: Justice, good and bad Judges, rules and regulations

vhich apply %o all ages. If there is to be ove world culturs there

must of nscegsity de one religion. Yet, religlons are like languages,
both are in a plurality. The similar obstacles confront each, nemsly,
surrendering the local procedure and accepting the universal mptation.s

Two concepts arise out of the term religion. (1) Religion must
be universal. "It arises in a wniversal human cravine directed to an
equally universsl objeot.®l (2) "Beceuse religion is universal it
mist bocoms parﬁcular.“a Religion which ie univerwal carries with it
the impulse t¢ comnuniecate., This communicaticn is not general but par-
ticular,

The %wo postulaetes are horns of the dilemma in religion., Thers
s no religion to be found that is $ruly universal and yet particulsr,
Hinduisn, Confucianism, Shintoism, and Judaism are particular, limited
by loeale. Buddhism, Christianity, and Islam adhere toc universalism
and each claims to be the ons universal religion.’

Three methods of reaching a world religion are: radical dis-
placement, synthesis, and re-conception. The radical displacement
method sees one religion replacing snother. The aynthesis method
finds two religions sharing their common ideals and being charitable
to the differences, The reconception method extends the sharing of

religious ideas in "nev frontiers® of common develovment.

émia., p. 22. T1vsa., p. A
81vid., p. 36. 21vid., pr. 59=61,
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Within the plety of the common pecple of every land, encrusted
wvith superstition as it usually is, and weighted down with vulgar
self-seeking in their bargaining with the gods, there is this
gera, the inalienable religious intuition is the true God: to

this extent universal religion has not to de established, it
exists, 10

Although Dr. Hocking places Christianity on the same plane as
the other religions of the world, he depicts it as the leader among
then,

Christianity 4s certainly something more than they in their
vagueness and absence of perasonal foous. It i more than they in
authority and certainty of speech. It is more than they in having
become the vital energy of a spreading historical movement, Iur-
ther, it is different in its richness of content: men of a hundred
types bave found nourighment in it and have left gifts in its
treasury. It is no meagre minimum of faith, nor does it profess
any sdmiration for meagrensss.ll

Yet, this leader of religions with its perspicuous aims and
personal focus, and with its suthority and vital energy, needs to
exchange velues and insights with those who are included in the cat-
egory, "vagueness and absense of personal focus®' (cf. ante).

What shall the attitude and action of the Christian be to &
non=-Christian? The attitude will be one of sympathy. The action of
the Christian will be "to regard himself a co-worker with the forces
which are making for righteousness within every religious system.

If he can in any vay ald or encourage these forces, he will regard

1t a part of his Christian service,'l2

10g00king (ed.), Rethinking Missioms, p. 3l.
1lgooking, Living Religions and a World Faith, p. 230.
12Hocking, Rethinking Missions, p. X0.
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The world's living religions contain partial truth, By the

processes of sharing and stimnlating with Christianity, religlon grows
"Soward the ultimate goal, wnisy in the completest religious truth.d3
The future product of amalgamation will then be the real universal re-
ligion. Christianity claims inherent universality as do most of the
valid religions, Along with these other religions, Christendom seeks
actual nnivornuty.lu

4

Arnold J. Toymbes. Dr. Toynbee declares that there is no Sole
Medlator or way to God. HNelther Christianity nor any of the other higher
religions of the world have contained Yan indigpensable condition for
salvation.®s5 1If this were so, then the innumerable generations of men
who inhabited the earth prior to the emergence of thess highsr religions
would be lost. This i1deal might even bde true, though repugnant, if the
trus purpose ¢f life on our planet were not the preparation for "the
state of eternal felicity in the other world. w16 Hence, any man who
does his best with the illumination he has received, during his life
time, attains unto salvation,

Professor Toynbee classifies Chriet in the same groups of spirit-
ual leaders as prophets and saints. 3ZEach has left a rich legacy
which adds to the growing fund of kmowledgs snd spiritual {llumination.

This acoumulated spiritual knowledge becomes a source of greater

13“1‘., p. lm.
14Hooking, The Coming World Civilization, p. 66.

15Arnold J. Toynbee, Christianity and Civilisation, p. LS.
161m4d., p. 51.
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potential means of grace to each succeeding generation, to assiat in
living a life of greater blessing. This continual unveiling of truth
assures the world of an eternal spiritual perspective.ll
In his Gifford Lectures, Arnold J. Toynbee indiocates that the
essence of true religlon i3 to present an individual eclectic decision,
The spproach %o this religious certainty is through the slough of non-
essentiale of religious heritage. During the middle ages, Christianity
became engaged in idolatry., Nowv midway in the twentieth century, the
West has been brought back to face the eassentials of Christianity.
The world has shrunk tremendously with the coming of the space age.
Culturely, Rast and West stand face to face, Two decisions ensue
from these two factors which confront the West. The individual must
divorce Christianity from the parasitic elements whigh have clung to
1%; and Christianity must face the truths which are presented by the
higher religions which have been brought into close contact with
¥Western culture. Thus, the task of the sincere seeker after rsligious
truth is that of vinnowing the chaff of religious herlitage away from
the grain of religious truth.
V¥hether it comes t0 us by discovery or by intuition or by
revelation, and whether it is adiding or transitory, it is a
matter of indisputable historical fact that it shines in all

the higher religions, and it is also clear that this light in
them has been the cause of their historical success.l8

177oyndee, Civilization on Trial, p. 2U9.
l8goynbee, An Historian's Approach to Religionm, p. 265.
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This 48 "the trus light that lighteth every man thet cometh
into the world;"}9 "and the higher religions are the carriers of it."20
The purpose of this true light is to lend spiritual counsel and truths
to ald man in fulfilling his true end. "Man's true end is to glorify
God and to enjoy Kim forever. "2l g liberation of man has been the
aim and motive of all the higher religions. They have all addressed
themselves t0 all mea., Zach of these religions contzin & new way of
individual salvation, which is addressed tc each age, sex, or class.
These higher religions are exclusive in that they alone can smancipate
contemporary men and give satisfaction., Unitedly, they say, "1 will be
your leader in the pursuit of happiness.® Ye%, it ias bsen set in motion
by past Christian civilizations of the West. The inspiration for this
belief stems from the supreme value cf the soul to God, 22
Christianity has always been & gospel for all men, It has never
been confined to Western sosciety. There have always been important
aon-Western Christian followers and churches,23
It 1s for ths salvation that is open to 2ll men of good willee
pagan es well ag Christian, primitive as well as civilised-~who
meake the most of thelr spiritusl epportunities on Earth, hovever

narrow these ogzormuiu may be, that we pray when we say 'Thy
Kingdom Jome, '

19J°hn 1390
207oynbee, los. oit.
2l1vid., p. 269.

22Toynbee, Christianity Amonz the Religions of the World, pp.
85-90.

23%0. Pe 950
24goynbes, Christianity and Civilisasion, p. 52.
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Badhakrishnan, The two main thoughts which unddrlie the thinking
of Eadhakrighnan are "The plurality of the warious expressions of truth
about the ultimate reality, and the one truth of which they are either
an imperfect expressioa or towards which they are blindly or dimly
groping.*25 This "plurality" of expression of religious truth makes
for a genial feeling of tolerance toward all religions. Having ad-
mitted a lack of religious certainty, all religions need to co-operate
in a common venture for truth.

Migionn anthority resides in personal experience., Individuals
vary widely in temperaments. To meet individual differences, all ways
are acknowledged as means for seeing God, "When the Hindu found that
different people aimed at and achieved God~realization in different
ways, be generously recognized all and justified their place in the
couree of history. %26

According $o Radhakrishnan, Hinduism accepts all religions

and notions as faocts and arrenges them in the order of thelir more
or less intrinsic signifiocance. The bewildering polytheism of the
masses and the uncompromising monotheism of the classes are for
the Hindu the expression of one and the ssme force at different
levels.27

Christianity is merely & notion to be arranged in the hierarchy
of truths, Christ is not the Sole Mediator, bdut one of the examples.
Christianity is not the universal religlon nor does it have eny valid

clain to finality. "Religion is not so much a revelation to be attained

25Hendrik Kraemer, Religion and the Christian Faith, p. 12.

26m4a., p. 122.
2T1v44,
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by us in faith as an effort to unvell the deepest layers of man'sg

being and get into enduring contact with thew,"28 Religion is stripped
of all supernatural elemeuts when he declures it to be ®a natural de-
velopment of a really human 13fe,"29

One of the greatsst needs of relizion is a parlisment vwhere
each religion will be eble to come together t¢ exchange and share,
with sympathy and tolerance, the bezt in each, This 1deal is set
forth in the 1life of Indis, which seeks the unity of religion not
in 2 cresd, dut in a common quest.

Bach of thess thrse scholars is characterized dy ethnle subject-
ivisn. In the name of resason, they declare the right of each religion
$0 lead mankind in the common quest for ultimate raality, Hocking,
Toynbee, and Radhakrishnan agreed that the two exclusive claims of Christ
end Christianity are not valid. Rather, Christ must share his mediator-
ship with all men, ax;d Christianity ought to receivs allrmeligions as

various expressions leadingz to a common goal.
13. THE ADVOCATES OF THESE TWO UKIQUE CLAINS

2ui). Brunner. In the series on "How My Mind Hes Changed,®

featured in Christian Century, Bmil Brunner set forth his "missionary

theology. "

More end morz I come to the view that the church nowadays

281md., p. 132,

21pid.
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spesks rot chiefly to Christians, as 1t did 4in the Middle Ages
and at the time of the Reformation and even a hundred years ago;
1% must speak primarily 'to heathen,' ., . . The missionary ap-
proach to theology nmga atart with the Christian understanding
of the nature of maa.

Religlon that is Based upon immedismcy and not revelation ignores
the centrality of human existence, that sin is antithetical to Ged and
separestise God and msn,

If 1% is true that man is a sinner, 4f 1% is true that he is
incapable of healing the breach which his sin has opened between
himself and the Oreztor, if it is true that he is envolved in
guilt from which he cennot free himeslf: 4f sll this is teue,
then religion of immediacy is « falasiflcation of the human
gituation and 4s possible only co the basis and in the power of
this falsification,3l

Historicsl revelation acknowledges this fact and therefore
affirme the necessity of an intervention of God. %his is scandalous
to xodern man vho eringes from kaving his self-love and self-pride
uncovered, Historical rsvelation asserts that the truth must come
from God and %that the breach between God and us is of such a nature
that we oan do nething about it,%32

This places the semphases upon God and a mediator. It is not
difficult to see that perscnality is at the heart of the Christian
megsage. It is offensive that this nerson is the way, the truth, and
the 1ife, and is the supreme revelation. "It is thie exclusiveness

which constitutes $he stumbling-bleck,®3

3C%eii Brunner, "Toward a Missionary Theology," The Christian
Century, Vol. 56 (July 6, M949), p. 8iT.

Bprunner, The Scendel of Christienity, p. 2l.
321via., p. 22.
33Brunner, The Mediator, p. L90.
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In what category shall this mediator be ploced? 7Tne doetrine
of the two natwrss of Christ is beyond human intelleectual comprehension.
Though the concept of Christ as true God and #rue msn is beyond our
understanding, it need not be discarded,

Ye muat cerdaimiy hold fimmly to both atatements, without
reduction: True God, true Man. . . . We must not . . . deny %o
Jesus full human personality. A men who prays to God is !Prue
Man'! even in the eense of the human historical persomality. On
the other hand, bscause in Jeans we find neither divine omnipotence
nor omniscience we ought not to deny His divinity. . . , The
Kenosiz which belongs %o the Incarnation, consiiiutes a selfe
1initation of God whose limite cannot possibly be defined by us.

The concept of Christ ae Hedlator ieads directly into the dootrine
of the Trinity. The dootrice of the Trinity separates Christlanity
"from ell philosophical, rational, and speculative ideas of God."3J It
is the parting of the way for monotheistic Islam and Juiaiem which re-
Ject i4. The rejeotion of the Trinity as ths historical revelation
zakes the unity of holiness and mercy obscure., Islam contains the idea
of forgiveness in the XKoran, but little is made of it, due to the rigid
legel moraliem, The Jew has a limited conception of forgiveness for
he rejects the cross as & scandal., Only to the Chrietian does sin
and forgiveness have real meaning, as both converge at the death of
Christ on the crou.jE’

It is by historical revelation that we kmow of the triune God,
of origipal sin, of the reconciling work of Christ and of the

consumustion of the world in eternal life. It is because of our
ein that we need reconciliation. It is the triune God who revesls

34prunner, Christian Doctrine of Grestion and Redemption, p. 360.
35Brunner, The Seandsl of Christianity, p. 3l.
36““.. Pe hG‘
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himgelf and reconciles us to himself in Jesus Christ., . . . Nonme
of the non-Christian religions, none of the philosophical systems
of theology, has any of these doctrines. They are absolutely
specifically doctrines belonging to the Christian gospel, and
whatever similarities in non-Christian theology might be pointed
to are but faint and uncersain analogies.37

Truth is essentially intolerant of error. Christianity as truth
is intolerant, not in the sense that it withholds the freedom to worship
according to the individual conscience, but from the standpoint of its
apprehension of religious truth. The Indian national is adble, for ex-
ample,to venerate Christ alongside of Erishna, The Buddha, or Rama as
%a parallel Savior and Bearer of healing." This concept embracing all
religions is in direct contrast to the Christian faith, %In none other
is there salvation and no other name is given $0 us. . . . as Christians
wve must all affirm with Peter: 1In none other is there salvation. In
this spiritual sense we cannot be tolerant."38

Not only does Emil Brunner defend Christ as the Divine Son of
God but also asserts the universality of His followvers. Xmil Brunner
refers to the Christian community as "the great miracle of history."39
The fac$ tshat through a historical process lasting nearly two thousend
years, pecples of various tongues and cultures, in one great brother-
hood, have prayed to one God is most noteworthy. One of his claims to
Christianity as deing universal is by the fact that God is "the Creator

of the whole universe, and the Lord of all nations. k0

311v44., p. 113.
38Brunner, The Greet Invitation and Othe§ Sermons, p. 107.

39Brunner, The Misunderstanding of the Church, p. 116,
“'olrmcr, Scandal of Christianity, p. Th.
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God is the Lord-~therefore He wille that all should be inter~
penetrated by Hie Lordship, His honour, his excellence. God
is love, therefore He wills to impart Himself to all creatures.
God is ommnipotent, therefore there can be nothing ultimately to
check the realization of His will, Ml

Hendrick Kraemer. JXor the past few centuries, the Christian
faith has been subjected to searching and eritical investigation. The
historical setting, validity, truth, and uniquaness of the Bible have
been the objects of critical examination, Christianity eludes all
endeavors at making 4t the product of natural growth. The outcome has
been that the "origins of Christiamity are irredusible."t2

Dr. Krasmer holds thet the "radical religious realism of the
Bible,"#3 is the only valid method of presenting religious srush. He
defines his Biblical realism as follows:

The Ohristian revelation as the record of God's self-disclosing
revelation in Jesus Christ is adsolutely sui generis. It is the
story of God's sovereign redeeming acts having become declisively
and finally manifest in Jesus Christ, the Son of the lLivi '
in whom God became flesh and revealed Eia grace and truth.

One of the unique characteristic features of Christianity is
the claim of Christ as being the only way to God. "Christianity is
the religlon of the Incarmation.*™S This fact of God becoming man is

maintained in light of the fact that Christianity sets forth a

YlBrunner, Eternal Hope, p. 182.

Y2Renarick Kraemer, The Christian Message in a Non-Christian
world. p. 620

u3w¢ s Po g2,

m‘xrauer, "Continunity or Discontimunity,® The Authority of
She Faith, p. 1.

%auor. The Ohristian Message in & Non-Christian World, p.73.
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qualitative difference between God and man, Other religions that
Sassume the essential idensity of God and men indignantly reject n.ﬂ"5
The meseage of Christisnity "is that 0cd by his creative act of recon-

ciliation and atonement in Jesus Christ, reconciling the world unto

Bimgelf . . . opened a way of reconciliation when there was no way. "lﬂ
The crucial fact on vhich alone a missionary movement can rest

is that God has revealed the Way in Jesus Christ and wills this

to be known through all the werld, The conviction that this is

the case 1s not to be defended YLy argument; it is a matter of

faith, Ultimate convictions never rest on a universally lucid

and valid argument. To adhere to a certain viev of life has always

meant a choice and a decision.

God 1s God or He is not God at all, Jewus Christ is the Trush,
or there is no Truth in Him at all, for the simple reason that,
if He was only a Truth, His whole gospel, all His words and
acts, would become the utterance of a conoeited madman, decause
at one time He speaks and aots as God's authentic and full repre-
sentative, and at another time as the humblest servant of men,
The indispensable exclueiveness of Christians is not at all the
conviction that thay 'have' the truth and claim that truth over
against others' claims, dut that the 'truth' vhish is Jesus Christ,
the Lord of Lerds, 'has' them and claimes everyone in the world.

It has nothing to do with intellectusl or other certainty; it is
implied in their oneness with Christ, the living Lord in faith,
It is an aot of joyful, obedient loyalty to Him, 9

The second pele is the knowledge of man, man as he is mirrored
in the Bidle, capadble of communion and co—operation vith God, dbut
radically perverted by self-centeredness. MNan, perverted by sin, is
incapable of any ultimate self-improvement. Ihrough faith in the pro-

vision mede by God for sin, man can be 2 new creature in Ghrist.so

46Iptd., pe Th. 4TIbsd., p. T6.
¥8gooxring, Living Religions and a Vorld Faith, p. 165.

49k raemer, Religion and the Christian Faith, p. 373

50kraemer, The Christian Message in a Non-Christian World, p. 101.
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These two poles are the dases for ihe exclusive claime of

Christianity as being universal., These poles become the aotive and
purpose for missions, which aims at confronting men with the claims
of Christ as recorded in the Bible, and to duild up a community of
bellievers who surrender their lives to Christ. God employs individuals
t0 carry this truth to all people and all nations, 5! As & result of
the commands of Christ, Christian missions have penetrated Africa and
Asiea and most of the non-Christian wvorld., To be sure, the missionary
enterprise reaches a minority as compared to the world's population,
yot 1t is vigorous and aggressive force. Dr. Kraemer realistically
refers to the world aes a migsion field sznd Christianity as universal,

actively growipg in all parts of the world,

Edmund Soper. The misesionery emphases of Christienity, in the
thinking of Dr. Soper, evolves out of & perscnal experience with
Ohrist. Without this encounter, Christianiiy becomes stagnant, When=-
ever an individual experiences Christ, regardiess of his educational
background, he becomes truly missionary im spirit. When en individual
becomes a Christian, he knows the difference which has come %0 hia, and
his desire is o share Christ with everyone. The wniqueness of Chris-
tianity s unequivocal at this point. If it 1s not unique, then there is
no special reason for propagating it. The messuge is essentlally the

same in all ages. The power of Christ is able to save from sin, It

51xatthew 28:18=-20,
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is imposeible for an individual to be righily related to God apart
from Cheiet. Chriet is, therefore, basic tc Christianity.’?
The uniqueness of Christianity ie %o be found in Jesus Christ,
who revealed a God quite different from any othsr divine deing.
He 1s the God of holy or righteous love, made known in his inner-
nost nature by his only begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, . . .
It gives men an assurance which can coms in no other way, Far
down under every other desire of the human spirit there is the
longing for confidence that the universe at its center is friendly
¢« « « that God 1s a God of love. It is Jesus who has answered
this longing so completely and uniguely $hat whenever men have
entored into the experience of God in him they have found peace,d)
The certainty of Christianity is invested in the complete reve-
iation of God through Jesus Christ. This revelation {s verified in the
iives of Chriestians by its creation of inner peace and assurance. OChris-
tianity gives moral certitude. The life of Christ has never Deen repro-
duced among tho sons of men., The 1ife of Christ is a proof of His
deiwosk
Profeseor Soper hastens on to declare that Christians not only
believe in the unigueness of Christianity, but in also {ts continmunity
with other religions. “hore are two extremes in stating the relation-
ship of Ohristianity to other religlons and both are dangerous. (1)
If the unigueness is held without continuity, the good in other religions
may be overlooked or destroyed, and a senss of appreciation of the

people who live dedicated unselfish lives will be lost. (2) Ths other

52Bdmund Davison Soper, The Philosophy of the Christian World
Mission, pp. 225-227.

531v44., p. 227.
S41nsd., p. 2286,
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other extreme minimizes the differences ani eo magnifies the likenesses,
that all religions become "roads to God," which makes for a shiftiness
of pogition and want of conviction., This bolief in continunity of
other religions does not negats the unlguonsss of Christiaznity, Rather
the best in any religion is to be used in propagating Christianity.
"Christianity is unigue because Jesus Christ is unique."5d

The uniquenass of Christ is expressed in Bis power to 11ft zcciety
and to cause man to be at peace with his neighbor. Bellef in and ac-
ceptance of Chriat crestes an imner passion to share Christ with the
vhole world., There would be fowar tensions batween Christianity and
the non-Christian religions wore it not for ths missionary and this

56

"Christianity has never bsen fully at home in any human society, 57

religlous paselon,

declared Hugh Vernon White, The geop batween the Zdsal znd the actual
hag cro-ted £ tension, Thourh Christianity has naver Bzen fully sccepted
in any location, it has meintained o univeraal following., "It is the
world mission which has mndes possidle this nsv rselization, or ccn-
sciougnsas, that thera 1s & drotherhocd zade up of men of avery race
which 1s bound Sogether as is no other zroup in the world, 58

According to Profeasor Soper, the unigueness of Christlanity
is the power of Christ to change all men. "It is a present salvatlon:
1¢ saves man from his avil nature . . . Xa bscomss a new cranture in

Jesus Chriat, . . . The things he hated he now loves. There is light,

o

551hid., p. 230,  90Tvid., p. 264,
5Tibid., p. 265.  98Ibvid., p. 279.
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end there is 1ife such as he never had known before."?9 It is for
this reason that Christianity should continue o be taken to all re-

ligions of the wrld.eo

Sumaary. The various views of the authors of this chrpter can be
divided into two main groups: naturaliste and supernatvraliste, The
antagonists, Professor Hockirg, Professo? Toynbee end Professor Radha~
krishnan, sre neturalistas, To them religion is 2 patural development,
having its seat of avthority in buman ressor. They vpresent men as
being desiecally good in charscter ard actions. Bsing subjective in
their presentation, they pass value judgments wpon historical facis
rendering them meaningless, or diecard pertincnt dats in the name of
seholerly criticism, They seen to disceard s coherent thaor} of $ruth
by placing truthe on different levels and synthethizing contradictions
i{n various religions. They negnte the importance of religion and the
differences in reliq:ions.‘ Therefors, thece three authors reject the
eleim of Christ o2 the only wey to God end the exclusive claim of Chris-
tianity to & universal following.

The zdvoseter of these two unlous claims, Professor Kraemer, and
Professor Boper, and Professor Brunner, are sunerastureliste. Their
concept of man inclwdeg; man's possession of ar evil nature and his

lack of any internal ability to overcome this evil fendeney. In this

591v1a., p. 177.

601b44., pr. 155211,
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situation God takes the initiative and offers to help man., They believe
that final anthority rests in the Bible and Christ., Their conclusions
are rooted in authentie historical documents. The contradictions as
found in the major world religions are evaluated scientifically and re-
Jected as incongruent of any synthesis. Their realistic investigation
is based on history, reason, and experience. Thus, these three writers
hold to the following: the superiority of Christianity over the natural
religions of the world, the belief that Christ is the Sole Mediator be-
tween God and man, and the claim of a unique universal following in
Christianity.



QEAPTER 1V
THE POLEMIC FOR THRSE TWO UNIQUE CLAIMS OF CHRISTIAFITY

The early Christians were always ready to give an answer %o
every man for the hope that was in them. "But when hesthenism took
the field agalinst thems," says Philip Schaff, "not only with fire and
sword dbut with argument and glander besides, they had to add to their
simple prastical testimony s theological self-defence. '

The Christian missionary of the present generation will need
t0 clarify to himsgelf and t0 the people he will contact $wo unique
claims of Christianity. ZFirst, the missionary will need to set forth
the universality of the Christian faith. Secondly, he will declare
the uniqueness of Christ as the Mediator between God and Man, The
necensity for the clarification of thess two exclusive claims of
Christianity is occasioned by the two charges confronting Christian
missions todsy. These two allegations are: that Christianity ie a

western religion, and that there are many avenues to God.
I, THE EXCLUSIVE CLAIM TO UNIVERSALITY

Original monmotheism. "I had rather believe," said Lord Bacon,

fall the fables in the Legend and of the Talmud and the Koran than

shat this universal frame is without a mind."2 A, Cressy Morrison,

Ly1fred Ernest Gervie, A Handbook of Christian Apologstics, p. 3.
23amuel Zwemer, The Origin of Religion, p. 21.
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& former wesident of the New York Academy of Sciences, gave in his

reprint article in the Reader's Digest entitled, "Seven Reasons VWhy

a Scientist Bellsves in God," the following reason as his first. "By
unwvavering mathematical law we can prove that our universe was designed
and executed by a great engineering Intelligence."3 Thus the causal
srgument seeks a mind t0 explain the existence of the human mind.in its
apex position of the universe. By this same thesis the human persona-
ality demands a superior personality to explain its origin.

The Bible does not argue, explain, or suggest; it merely assumes
and states, "In the beginning God." The fact of God is inherent in
the univerass. "Yor the invisible things of him from the creation of
the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are
made, even his eternal power and Godhead." From the first book of
the Bidle to the laast book this same view of God is held, that He is
one.

Hen of all groups have been religious. It is one certain and
universal phenomenon of the human race. As it hath been said "man 1s
incurably religious.® HNo tribe has ever deen discovered which has not
possessed a religious belief. Dr. Tylor in his dook, Primitive
Cultures, testifies that, "So far ae I can judge from the immense
mass of accessible evidence, we have to admit, that the belief in

spiritusl bDeings appears among all low races wvith vhom we have attained

. Cressy Morrison, "Seven Reasons Why a Scientist Believes
in God," The Reader's Digest, LXXVII (0etover, 1960), T1.

hGenesis 111.  JRomans 1:20.
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to thoroughly intimate acquaintance. w6 Professor Nuller also bears a
sinilar testimony. "We may safely say that, irn spite of all rescarches,
no human beings have been found anyvhere who 40 not possess something
which to them is religious.*!

It has Yeen a pepular idea to presuppose the evolutionary theory
of religion. The tide is changing due in part to outetanding scholar-
ship wvhich supports an original monotheism, Perbhaps the greatsst
scholar, in this ares, Dr. P. ¥Wilhelm Schmidt, founder of the anthro-
pological review entitled Anthropos and Professor of Ethnology and
Philogy at the University of Vienna supports this view. In his six
volune wvork he assersst

The Supreme Belng of the primitive culture is really the God
of a monotheism, and that the religion which includes him ig
gemuinely monotheistic. This is the position which is most at-
tacked Dy a number of suthors., To this attack we may reply that
there is a sufficlieat number of tribes among wvhom the really
monotheistic charter of this Supreme Being is clear even to a
cursory examination,®

P. Le Page Renouf in his Hibbert Lestures on the "Religion of

Ancient Egypt" is a specific example. "The worship of the different
gods 1n Egypt . . . shows how in the ancient texts whiech Ra, Osiris,
Amon and all other gods disappear, except as simple names, the Unity

of God 1s assersed in the noblest language of monotheistic rellgion.'9

6arno Clemens Gacbeleif,. Christlanity or Religion? p. 12.
Troad., ». 13.

8samuel M. Zwemer, The Origin of Religion, p. 61,
90aebelein, op. cit., p. 36.
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The dootrine of monotheism has not existed apart from serious

eriticiam. Dr. George Wobbermin said in his lecture on The Nature of

Religion the following:

Although we zust here entirely disregard the dogmatic theory
of degeneration of the achoolmen, ii must at least be mentioned
thet in certaln rudimentery begipnings even Davld Hume, and then
in the nineteenth century Creusey Schelling, and Max Muller ad-
vosated 2 theory of primitive monothel m.gg

Many sclentists who follow the traditions of Darwin, Spencer,
and Rurley advocate the development or the evolution growth of lan-
gueges. Professor Max Muller of Oxford in his Origin of Religion
declares that history contradicts this theory.

AXl the stories of tribes without languages . . . belong %o
the chapter of ethnological fables; and what is more imporsant
still, is that many of the so-called savage languages have been
shown to possess A most perfect, in many cases a too perfect,
that 13 %0 say, too srtificisl, s grammer, which their diction-
aries possess a wealth of nanes any poet might envy., . . .
Bvery langusge, even that of the Papuane and Vidas, is such a
masterpiece of abstraot thought, that it would Baffle the in-
genulty of many philosophers to produce anything like 4t. 1In
many cases the grammar of the so~called savege dislects bears
evidence 50 & far higher state of oulture possessed by these
people in former times,ild

A study of higsory of religlons attest original monotheism as
the study of linguistics has done, Anthropology reveais the develop~
ment of religion from original monotheism and not from animism as was

suggested in the evclutionary hypothesis,

It seems to me, concludes Max Muller, that those who believe
in a primordizl Petishien have taken thet for granted which has
to be proved, . . . My wost eerious objection is that those who
believe in Fetishiam as a primitive and universal form of religion,
have often deperded on evidence which no seholar, nor historian,
would feel justified to accept.l2

lOM“. 9.20 ,2_&0‘ Pe ‘3-
llgaebelein, op. git., p. 29.  12Ibid., p. 33.
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In maintaining an original monotheism socording to the Chrig-
tian revelation concept, it nceds $o be said that not all of the people
of any nation in history has measured up to & full concept of monotheism.
It is evident from the earliest traditions that the nation of Israel,
for instance, wes sssentially monotheistis. Although the records con-
tain nalve anthropomorphisas, they nesver loet sight of God as the Creator
and Ruler of the world. %A simple monotheism is preserved, which is
easily seen to be the oldest foundation even of the religion of the
heathen Semites.®l3

George Foot Moore greatly stirengthened the claim for early
monotheism by refuting Hegelianiem, Fe maintained that the belief in
one God, Creetor and Ruler of the werld, ves a fundamentsl dogma held
for many centuries before the time of the prophets. This idea did not
originate with the prophets, The prophetic task primarily ccnsisted in
calling the peocple back to their esrly belief in God., Jersmiah employs
the word "return® six times in 3:l-%:l., Their proclamation found its
basis in historical facts such as the Exodus from Bgmt.ll‘

A1l tribes have beeun religicus. JFurther, sll tribes have dean

monotheistic. J. C. Archer reported that monctheism has been universal

in scepe.

130ustov Friedrich Oelher, Theology of the 0ld Testament, p. 58.
11"6«:1-50 Foot Meore, Judaism, Vel. I, p. 228.



55

On the lower cultured levels are these: the Negritos of the
Philippine Islands; variocus trides of Micronesia and Polynesisa;
the Papuancs of New Guinea; the hlack Aruntes of Anstralia; the
Andaman Islanders in the Bey of Bengal; the Kols and Pariahs of
Coentral and South India; the Pygmies and Bushmen of the Central
African Conge basing the Ceribs of the West Indies; ani the
Yahgans of the extreme south of South America.

Cn & higher plane are these: the Semoans end Haweiians;
the Kalmuks of Siberie; the Veddas of Ceylon; the Lodas of the
Africe; the Eekines and the Amerinds ineriosn Todtans 33
Arno Clemens Gaebelein holde that monotheism was the original
religious belief of all mations which rests upon scientific findings.
His contentions revolve around thres factors. (1) the uaimpeachadle
testimony of scholarly research given by reliable witness show that
so=~called fetish~worshipping savages believed in an invisidle per~
sonsl God, (2) It has been proven that all great religions of an-
tiquity, as the religions of Assyria, Babylonia, Chaldea, Zgypt, Indis,
China, Persia, degenersted from monotheism. (3) The evidence of the
Bible collaborates with historic research asserting that originel
monotheism later degenerated inte forms of pelythoin.ls
The reason for the disintegration of monothelsn wa3 suggested
by P. ¥Wilhelm Schmidt.

As external civilization increased in splendor and wealth,
so religion came to be expressed in forme of ever-increasing
magnificence and opulence. Images of gods and daimones multi-
vlied to an extent which defies all classificatione. Vealthy
$emples, shrines, and groves arose; more priests and servants,
more sacrifices and ceremonies were instituted, But all this
cannot blind us to the fact that despite the glory andwalth

15Jobn Clark Archer, Faithe Men Live By, pp. 18-19.
mmobohin. op. cit., vp. 32-33.
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of ths outward form, the inner kernmel of religion often disappeared
and its essential strength vas weakened., The results of this, both
moral and social, were anything tut desirable, ieading to extrene
degeneration and even to the deification of the immoral and anti~
soclal., 7The principal cause of this corruption was that the
figure of the Supreme Being was sinking further and further into
the background, hidden behind the impenetrable phelanx of the
thousend new gods and daimonee.l7
The Bible assumes original monothelem, The causal argument
suggests a supreme being. 4ll tribes have been found to be religious.
Their religion vae monotheism. Linguistics, ethnology, and hiastory
verifiass the concept of monotheism ae rudimentery, Christianity still
serves the God which was once acknowledged by all nations to be the

Creator znd Ruler of the world.

The nnity of the Imman race. History records that the first

wvoman was named Eve "because she was the mother of all liviag."ls
All humen Deings have, therefore, & common parentage. Thus, Faul in
his sermon on Mars Hill could say "God . . . hath made of one Dloed
ell nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth,
Since men of all so-called races have & common origin, Christ couid
actually assume the title “son of man®20 and have a direat relation-
ship to all men,

Physiologically the human race is ons. K. R, Marett of Oxford

in his texthook on anthropology exclaims:

17zwemer, The Origin of Religlon, p. TH.
18genests 3120.  1Jacts 17:26.

201mxe 19:10,
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Oh for an external race-mark about which there ocould de no
mistake! That has always been a dream of the anthropologist; dut
1% 1s a dream that shows no signs of coming true, All sorts of
tests of this kind have been suggested, Cranium, cranial
sutures, frontal process, nasal bones, eye, chin, Jaws, wisdom
teeth, hair, hurnerus, pelvis, the heart~line across the hand,
calf, tibia, heel, colour, and even smell--all these external
signs, as wvell as many more, have been thought, separately or
together to afford the crucial test of a man's pedigres.

Another factor supporting the claim to the unity of the race
is a peychologlical unity. Dr. Varfield in The Antiquity and Unity of

Man wrote!

All men of all varieties are psychologically one and prove
themselves possessors of the same mental nature and furniture.
Under the same influences they function mentally and spiritually
in the gsame fashion, and prove capable of the same mental reactiona.
They, they all, and they alone, in the whole reelm of animal ex-
istence manifest themselves as rational and moral natures so that
Mr, Fske was fully Justified when he declared that though for
g00logical man the erection of a distinet family from the chim-
panzee and orang might suffice, on the other hand for psycho=
logical man you must erect a distinct kingdom; nay, you must
sven dichotomize the universe putting Man on one side and all
things elae on the other,22

Bvolution is asserted by some as the alleged means for the de~
ternination of time. Thie visw is opposed to any common genesis of
the race, V¥ilhelm Schmidt in his work on The Culture Historical
Mothod of Bthnolozy gives four reasons why this standard of time is
inadequate as & scientific measuring devise.

1. The development in all flelds simply does not always
proceed from the lower to the higher. In this matter pre-history
bas often been the ceuse of much misunderstanding through ita
ruode forms of the oldest and ever more perfect forms of the
later implements, bDecause it did not take into consideration the
fact that even the most highly intellectual husan being im his
working of his material would produce extremely rude forms at
firsst,

2lzwemer, The Origin of Religion, p. 25.  22Ibid., pp. 2i=25.
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2. There is also & simplicity due to impoverization, a poverty
due to degeneration, which therefore is younger than the previous
more perfect condision.
3. The development in its entirety does not at all proceed
in an ascending line, dut rather, even when starting froum one
origin, at a oertain point it branches off into several indepen~

dent lines, which only later come again into contact with one
anothar,

4, Opinions ae to vhether semething is high or low are, for
the moat part, Judgments of walue in which subjectivism plays a
great nart and consequently scientific objectivity can no longer
be sufficiently guaranteed,23
Scientific research and Biblical records agree that there is a
fundamental unity of all men. Physiologicelly, psychologically, and
gonealogically all men are one, Both the 0ld and New Testaments teach
fthe unity and the solidarity of the human race. You do not find that
in any other saored book, From the first chapter of Genesis until the
last chepter of the New Testament 1% is alvays one great human femily,*24
Dr. Warfield in his book The Antiquity and Unity of Man con-
cludes that the whole doctrinal structure of the Biblical doctrine of
redemption is embedded in the assumption that *the race of man is one
organic whole, and may be dealt with as such,"23 All are one in Adsm,
all have sinned defore God, "For since by man came death, by man
ceme also the resurrection of the dead. T¥or as in Adam all die, even

9o in Christ shall all be made alive."2® It would be impossidle for

23Wilhelm Schmids, The Culture Historical Method of Ethnology,
$rans. 8. A. Sieber (New York: Fortung's, 1939), Pe

2¥zmer. The Solitery Throne, p. 16.
353\'«01'. The Origin of Religion, p. 25.
261 Corinthians 15:21-22,
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Christianity to de universal if there was no racial onsness, for the
incarnation would have excluded extensive identificetion with 2ll men,
Hence, the new man in Christ is no lenger regarded as Jsw or Groeek,
bond or free, barbarian or Beythisn, "but Christ 1s ell and in all.?]

Universal adaptability. A dasic factor of Christianity is the
progressive revelation of the 0ld Testament. The Jews had one pre-
vailing conviction that Judaiem, as the one true religion, was destined
t0 become the universal religion, "No other religion in their world
and time made any such pretemnsions or cherished such sepirations. I8
was an exclusiveness the rest of mankind did not understend and there-
fore doubly reaentnd.."gs This belief waes maintained in an age when
dsities of naitional and pereonel homage were respected side by side
and tolerated by all, The Jews were exempted from this universal
toleration, as Philo complained, "i¢ was chiefly becauss they alone
were intolerant."29 When monotheiam was Delrg lost God raised uwp the
pation of Israsl to imstruct the nstions,

The advent of Christ ushered in the Christian sre. The Jews
who rejected Christ were lef% behind as the on-going sweep of reve-
latior shone more and more mato the perfect day. The church emerged

a unique institution, universal in seope.

2Tgolossians 31ll.
28Moore, Judeism, p. 323.

2.
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Froa no oiher religion hug any exact parallel to it arisen.
Judaism has its community to vhich the church oves a great debt--
but the boad thers is as smch racial &3 religious. The Christian
Church is all=inclusive racially and its tie is a person, Jesus.
Buddhisz ass its comuunitise, but they are of monka or are sccieties
of lay devotees. They do not seek to embtrace all the faithful,
nor is there any such urge to dring them together inm counsclous
fallovship as ia trus of the Christian Church. Islam bas a cer-
tadn feeling of the brotherhood of all thoss who accept it, dut
no visible orgarnization has endeavoured to make that as concrete
fellowship of Christians. The Moslem community has been as much
political as religious.30

The founders of the various religions have been producte of thelr
culture and time. Christ transcends heredity and eavironmens. He is
timeless. Therefore, no other religion would qualify for universality

upon its own merit.

Mohammed was an Arab, in thought language, life, and outlook,
Canfucius was a true Chinese, the scholar and gentleman of his
age and of all China., DBuddha was &n Indian ascetic and myetlc.
His pathway is vholly ascetic, and is based on 1its pantheistic
ideology. Socrates was tae greatest philosopher of Greace dut he
wvas rooted in Greok thought and reaainsd a Greek in his outlook.
But Christ is neither Aiccidental nor Oriemtal, neither Jew nor
Greek in his outlook., He is the Alpha and Omega of true manhood,
He has all the virtues of both Accendent and Orient.Jl

Ohrist used the universal title "son of manf and Christianity
claing to be the only universal revelation from God. Professor Tlele
holds, "ihat Islam is not original, not even a ripe fruit, dbut rather
a wild off-shoot of Juisism snd Christlanity,"32

Viscount Amberly statest

Tho encieat religious literature of India is very extensive . . .

but the real ancient history of Indien religica is not to be

gathered from it. Feither Chinese nor Indian religions have
exercised any influence on the progress of religion in the west

JPxenneth Scott Latouretts, Anno Domini, pp. 25-26,
31zwemer, Into All the World, pp. 29-30.
32Ge0rge C. Lorimer, e Argusent for Christianity, p. h2l.
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of Asia or iu Europe, They form a world apsrt., . . . For ages and
agen they lived guite isolated and ealf-sufficient-~the Chinese
either with Lao-t2e seeking the veritable Lac in the highest ideal
of absolute lsolation, or with Confuclus amiably morslizing on
tha duties of the perfeot man, the Indiuar dreaming his momotonouns
end fansastic direams and longing for sbsoyption im the eternsl
Brakm,J

These other religlons are now stendily bYecoming world-wide in
their missiorary thrust, by imitation of Christianity end not from
inherent motivesz expressed in their original forms.

#In the history of mankind no other religion has been professed
over so large & proporsion of the glode or by so meny peorle, From
the outset Christiarity hae claimed for its mesmcge universslitys it
has maintained thed 1% hee s gospel for sll mer."3¥ The Bible has
elways been & universal dook in ite outresch end provieions. It deals
maifdly with the pation of lsrael, yet there arse eonstant references
to ail men, Molchezedeck, Job, Balaam, Ruth, Rahad, end many others
vere of other nationalities, Still they were held in high esteen by
the Israelites, Jonah was esent to Assyris to preach., The wise men
ceme from the east to worship Christ, Nany races were represented in
Jerusalem each yesr at the Passover feast. A high official of
Bthopia revasle the extent of the epread of the Bible, 5ix distinct

arens are embedded in the Biblieal eclaim for universalism (of. ante,

PP 4=10),

33resd., p. B23.

345, L. Wernshuis end others, The Christian Message For the
World Todey (New York: Round Pable Press, lme., 1934), p. ‘1'5‘6.
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God's full revelation as made known in Christ was quickly dig-
patohed throughout Burope, Asia, and Africa, Zusedius records in his
book that: "Pantaenmus of Alexandria in the second century discovered
a Hebrew Gospel of iatthew in India; and equally suggestive is the fact
that a bishop calling himaelf 'Metropolitan of Persia and the Great
India' was present at the council of Nices, 325 A, D,*35 (hristianity
has continued to advance until three continents can nominally bde called
Christian. Zvery continent has felt the impact of Christianity. Of the
so-galled religions of the world, Christianity is first in nundber of ad-
herents. "By the suffrage rights of homanity, Jesus of kazareth is al-
ready elected King of Eearts,"36

Christianily displaced many religions %0 ithe adventage of all
coencerncd, Moet of the so=called competiters were on & moral, intellec~
tval, and spiritusl plane Zar below even the Fadulterated forms of
Obristisnity which became the faith of the mastes, |

Ihe centuries following the ascension of Chriet had an amasing
eftect upon the popuisce. OChrisitianity nprocted and destroyed all the
non~Christian religicnes of the Roman EBepire with the exception of its
own parent stock, Judaism, ®Hever in so drief a time has g0 thorough-
golng a religlous revolutlon been wrought in so large s prepcrtion of

civilized mankind, . . . It has inoroased with each aga.*f’s

ﬁcrmer. The Arsunent for Ohristienity, v. oo,

Farnola Toynbee, Christianity Among the kelizioms of the
WOfl‘l. P 20‘230

3TLatourette, Annc Jomini, p. 4.
38Ivid., pp. 52-53.
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The pragmatic test of Christianity bas authenticated ite veracity.

More than any other faith, Christianity has dlsplayed the ability
to survive the death of cultures with which it has been intimately
associated and, after a period of reverses, to have a striking re-
vival and tv go on to frasg advances which carry it beyond its
earlier high-water marks.

Christianity's universal adaptability is seen in its present-dsy
survival and growth in all but a few aress of the world, ¥o other re-
ligion is able to approximate this standard., *For the first time in
ite history or in the histery of any religion, in the present century
Christianity has become firmly rooted in almost every people, land,
and onlture,*’m This flexibility stems from the nature of the founder,
Jesus Christ, who is not "constricted dy chronology, by geography, or
by culture. These may modify his influence, dut they do not completely
obscure it. wid

From its genesis, Christianity has been traveling always up~
ward and onwvard., Christianity hes never known deoline.

The reaction against religious sterility which bringe adout
revivals is to de seen in some other religions, dut it hes been
most marked in Ohristianity. . . . Of all the major religions
of mankind, only in Christianity have these revivals led to a
progressively increasing vigour and power, The historian can
speak of the rise and decline of Buddhisu, of Hinduism, and of
Islam, but, if he is true $o the facts, he can speak only of
the rise of Christianity, he oan point in its record o pul~

sations, $0 ebb aswell as flow dut, thus far at lesst, he can-
not speak of the decline of Christianity. b2

J9Latourette, The Emergence of & World Ohristian Community, p. 60,

Worpa., p. 61.
Wliatourette, Anno Domini, p. 175.

Mlud. » Do 138,



6l
Christianity does not beocoms a universal religion aimply dy fule
fillment. It does not complete or Luild upon the foundations of other
religions. The stability of Christianity 1s far supericr., Rather,
Christianity is unique. Heither can Christianity work with other
religions toward & common goml, ench sharing whai is best, as Hooking
advocates., Animistic hesthenism hus an attitude of meticulous obedi-
snce % the minute elaments of reliiglous practice as to the non-
istisn religlons. Life is & raligloua ceremonial, Christianity is
gonarally concedsd to be superior to heathenism, 1% would ssem logical
$0 expect hsathens upon coalng in contact with the Goapsl to acoeps
Christ. They would compare the vast differences and sse that what their
faithers patiantly sought and painfully felt was inferior., The remuit
would be forsaking of partial truth for the Truth, But heatheniem by
no means roceives Christianity with open armms. The fact of initial re-
Jeotion of $he Gospel when firet presented is a clear proof that the
nobler elsments of the non—-Christlan religion doss not nscessarily pre~
dispose oF preépare the people for the Gospel, Ratuer, they actively or
passively reject 1t.%3
Christianity and the mon-Christian religions are irreconcilaile.
Buddhism i etheistic, Hinduiem is pantheistic, and Confucimniem along
with others tend to be = gnostic. Islam and Judaisa have much in common
with Clristianity but their teachings would cut the jugular vein of
Christianity, which is Chriat., The inevitable result is an organisation

4% john Varneck, The Living Christ end Dying Heathenism, p. 135.
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vithout power and 1ife. If they were to accept Christ they would become
Christians. Mohammed said that "God cannot have a son."™™ #go aiffer-
ont are these non~Christian faiths even from one another that thsy can-
not bs combined without doing violence to the central affirmations of

each, To seek to incorporate them in Christianity would De to denature
Both them and Christianity,"S

Richard NHiebuhr locates the motive for the universal thrust of
Christianity in the founder. Because God was in Christ the church's
responsibility is universal.

All beings existent in the world are the creatures of this
Oreator and the concern of this redeemer. %The question, 'Who 1is
my neighbor?' and 'What is good?' need to be answered inm a wholly
inclusive way by a church which lives in the prozgnce@fu.and;:in
expectation of the coming in power of this Lord,

The need for Christianity arises from the fact that it alone
is and always has been the only source which is capadle of meeting the
evil forces of any age. All non-Clristian religions have besn de-
ficient in this area,

Buddhisn is tco despairing and too sceptical of this world.
At ite core are a denial of the reality of human versonality and
the belief that all striving for food and shelter arises from a
nisunderstanding of the nature of man and of the apparent universe,
Confucianiam 1s too morbid and, even im ite heyday, had too
little falith in God snd did not force in adequate fashion the
prodlem of evil, Hindulsm ie too monistic and gives insufficient
recognition to the reality of evil, Islam is too fatalistic
and has in it no incarnation, no entry of God into human life as
gavior, . . . Moreover, 21l these ancient religionsg are associated
with cuwltures which are disintegrating under the impact of the

m"Iae:.'bom-ott'.a. The Emergence of a World Christian Community, p. 6h.

451vid., p. 65.

%Iatom'otte and others, The Gospel, The Churoch and The World.

(New York: Harper and Brothers Publishers, 1046), p. 119.
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nev movements which have impinged on tham ffom the Accident. It
is from Christianity that the most hopeful efforts are arising te
cope with war and with blind materialism, Indeed even when at
first sight, ae in the case of Ghandl, movements of social better-
ment seem %0 be amerging from non-Christian faiths, on closer
examination they are seen either to have had their origin inu
contact with Jesus or to owe to Jesus much of reinforcemenst.>/!

All nmen of all ages have deen religious, Science testifies
that monotheism preceded any other form of relizion. There is dis-
tinct proof for the unity of the race. Christ entered the stream of
humen consciocusnesa and therefore could be jdentified with all men.
Monothelism was transferred to Christianity through the nation of
Israel. Christianity fulfilled the Jewish system and antiquated i%.
The church becanse 0f ite unique revelation has a universal respon-
sibilisy. Christianity has always had & universal message which has
been universally applied. The church tranecends racial barriers and
envelops the world. Christ eclipses culture and time. He stands as
the ideal man in any age. Christianity has never known decline., ¥o
other ideology given among men meeds the needs of men as does Ohris-
tianity. Therefore, Christianity is qualified to make the exclusive

eclaim to universality in its message, following, and adaptabllity.

4Trstcurette, Anno Domini, pp. 200-201.
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I, THE EXCLUSIVE CLAXi# OF CHRIST AS SOLE MEDIATOR

The claim of Christ as the only Kedintor between God and man
rests upon at least six firm pillars as follows: revelasion, the
verson of Christ, the work of Christ in redemption, the survival of
the Christian Chureh, the message of hope, and the power to live a
transformed life. The difference between the Christisn religion and
the non-Christian religlons is that the former is basically super-
natural and the latter are mfnral.

At the root of all things 48 the idea of God, Here all
religions meet %o be judged. 'The truth ond the good inheremt
in all forms of religion,! said Jevons, 'is that, in all, man
sesks after Ged, The finality cof Christianity lies in the fact
that it reveals the God for whom man geeks.' The best that can
e s8aid of any non-Christian religion is that it is seeking ﬁgr
that vhich Christianity possesses, the true and perfect God.

Allzreligions of the werld mgree on four areas of bellef: that
man ia not the highest being, that man must try to harmonize with the
higher Spiritual Being, that there is a prodblem of good and evil, and
that suffering poses a tremendous problem. How then does Christianity
differ from the world's religions? Christéanity is not a religion, 1t
is a revelation. Christianity is not man seeking Ged, it is God seek-
ing man. It does not claim to be & way to God, but it claims to be
the way %o God, It ie the Supernatural Creator working in the creature
to the end that the natural creature may bdecome like the Supernatural

Creator in moral quality.

48pobert B, Speer, The Light of the World, pp. 334-335.
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Supermatural foundstion, Christianlity has an historical and

supernatural foundation, Christisnity is rooted in historical data
copied from documents available $o the writers in each period of its
history. BHNew documente that turn up from time to time only strengthen
the historicity of the Bible. %The Bible fits in with the rise and fall
of contemporary natione and the dates of the writers who refer to these
places, The Bible reflects the partiocular idioms of speech of the
vaerlous cultures which come inte contaet with the Israelites,

Robert Dlck Wilson assures the believer of the trustworthiness
of the Scriptures by contrasting the accounts of Hedrew authors with
those of Greece and Arabia., This exactness humsanly speaiking might ds
sccounted for in three ways.

(1) The authors of the Hebrew records were contemporaries of

the kings they mentioned, or had eccess to original doeuments.

{(2) The Eebrew writers were good snough sscholars to transe

literate with exaotness.

(3) The copylsts of the Hebrew originals transcribed with

conscientious care the text that waes before shom."a

Even thoze who hold the Supsrnstural in low esteem acknowledge
the historicity of the Bible. Harmack, one of the all time great
gcholars in the lideral Christien tradition, strove as hard es any
scientific investigator to discover flaws in Christianity. BHle

conclusion was thet "no documents of history are more trustvorthy

¥9novert Dick Wilson, Is the Higher Criticism Scholsrly, pp. 21-22.
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than the Gospels."50
Vhen 4% was prooosed at the Universiiy of Berlin to establish a
chair of comparative religion Harnack, the great sheologian, objected.
One of the objactions was as followe:

There is only one religicn which was revealed from God., All
the other so=galled religions are the inventions of men. One has
come down from heaven; the cthers are of the earth, earthy. Cne
ig a divine revelation from the (reator of the universe; and all
the othars ray be classified es mesre moral philosophiss,5d

All religions could mot poseibly sprimg from the same source,
for some are mutually exclusive,

1% cennot be, adds Mr, Tisdell, that the seme tree has produced
the abominations associated with the worship of Adonis, Ottis,
Aeires, Mylitta, Cybele, Ashtoreth, on the one hand, and Chrie~
tianity, purity ehd lofty conception of the Divine en the other.
To believe that the vile idea of phallic worehip s0 &ll but
universal in the Gentile world ie due to the same source whence
spraing the conception of the Eo%g God of Isrsel, is possible
only te the perverted intellect.

The general urge of these religions is self-maintenznce, self-
snrichment, Their central driving force 1ls self-affirmetion
snd self-assuracces they are vericus form:e of self-dsification,
men claiming partnership with the gods themselves.5]

Many of the Biblical events ere also contained in substance

in other cultures which attest the event in hiastory. Dr, 5. H.
Kellogs deseribes one such event in the degraded aborigisal iribes
of India koown as the Santals. They possess & tradition which they

universally accept as true.

50Martin J. Scost, The Credentisls of Christiamity, v, 2.
®1zuumer, Dymauic Christisnity snd the World Today, p. 68.
525})&3‘. The Light of the World, pp. 722-323.

5301w.ristropher 3. Starrz, Meuy Creeds One Cross, D O,
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In the beginning they were not worshipers of demons as now.
They say that very long ago, their first parents were created by
the living God; that they first worshiped and served Him; that
they were seduced from their allegiance by an evil spirit,

Marang Buru, who persuaded them to drink an intoxicating liguor,
made from the frult of a certain tree. In consequensce they came
under the power of the evil spirit, and hence, from that time until

now, have had gg vorship and serve him, ingtead of the one God of
their fathers,

Apnother event uncovered by anthropology which supports the
Bible is the deluge. The Babyloniamns, Egyptians, Assyrians, Hindus,
Chinese, Oreeks, Phryians, Esquimaux, Fiji Islanders, Aboriginal
Americans, Brazilians, Indlans, and FPeruvians have traditions which
refer to a great flood where only one family escaped., How is it that
all these cultures hold to the same traditions? ®All these myths are
intelligidble only on the supposition that some such event did actually
occur. Such a universal belief, not springing from some instinctive
principle of our nature, must be based on an historical fact.'5D

When Jehovah spoke to His chosen race He always referred to
concrete historical happenings. I am the God which has done thus
end thus. The Old Testement 1s the basias of all supernatural reve-
lation, *®Without this foundation the Nev Testament would de a de-
ception . . . without Chrigtianity in its supernatural character the
014 Testament revelation would be equally a desception unworthy of our
confidence, *56

Professor William Henry Green of Princeton said in his master-

54Gaebelein, op. oit., p. 3h.
55Henry H. Ealley, Pocket Bible Handbook, p. 75.

560asbelein, op. cit., p. M.
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work, The Unity of Genesis, "all tradition from whatever scurce it 1is
derived, whether inspired or uninspired, unanimously affirms that the
first five books of the Bible were written by one man, and that man
was Moses."! No answer to this work has ever been published.

The testimony of the writers of the life of Christ %o a large
extent go against their interests. They narrated the unmpopularity,
the scorn, the eruelty, the escourging and the torture of their laeader.
Christ i» shown in dissppoiniment, fatigue, and sorrow. The writers
admit the cowardly bdehavior of either themselves or friends in fleeing
and forsaking Christ. The account is hardly a symposium of a hero.
However, the account is so vivid and realistic in its presentation
that it would be far Deyond the highest attainments of the human mind
unless the very personslity had been defore them, "To invent a
Eewton," says Parker, "ome would have to be & Newton himself, VWhat
man could invent & person like Jesus?458

In summing up the racords of the life of Christ, Martin J.
Scott writes concerning the anthors of these documents:

They stand forth sincere, undeceived, disinterested, and

desoriding events beyond their powers of invention. ZEvery
man of them suffered persecution and violent death for his
testimony. They presented their narrative to the very per-
son who could challenge it and were interested in ohallen-

ging it, but who did not challenge it. They could not, and
they knew 1%,

5Ttvid., p. 101,
58seott, op. cis., p. &3.
59%.. Pe 85.
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The sacred book of Christisnity is unique among the "book~
religions." The sacred writings of Buddhism, Hinduism, and Zorosstian-
is:m lack both the lofty style and the organic unity of the Christian
Bidble. The Koran is devoid of order, progress, or arrangement. The
Seriptures of Zorocastrianisa and Buddhism are heterogenccus materials,
vague in purpose and origin., F¥rom Genesis to¢ Revelation there is both
progress and uaity. The soarlet thread of redemption binds the various
ssoticas of the Bible into one organic whole. There is one story to
tell which unfolds itaelf ia & purposive ani progressive manner. "Ko
other literature 1s lirked into one whole like this," declared Xirk-
patrick, "instinct with one spirit and purpose, and, with all its
variety of character and origin, moving forward 10 an unseen yet
cariain goal.”GQ

The argument for the supernatural foundation alsc stems from
prophecy. The 0ld Testament is completed in the New Testament. The
£ifty=third chapser of Isaiah vividly portrays the Christ of the New
Toatament. "These non-Christian Bibles are all developments inm the
wrong direction,? related Joseph Cook in his Boston Leatures, YThey
8ll begin with some flashes of true light and end in utter d;rkneu."a
The present followers of these religions are translating their Scriptures
in a new light caused by the pure light of the Gospel of Christ.

M. de Broglie in his Eistory of the Church and the Roman

Empire iatroduses the empiricisnm of the Gospels in the following

60james Orr, The Problem of the 014 Testament, p. 32.

6l1bia., pp. LB4-USS5,
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nsanner,

The events related in the Gospels do not belong, like the
records of anclent religions, to a remote, semi-heroic, and
semi~barbaric age, nor are they confined to some unknown, de-
serted lsnd. It wes in the bosom of advanced civilization, in
the principal oity of & Roman province, visited by Pompey, and
described by Tacitus, that Jesus Christ preached, established
His Church, and sacrificed Eis life. His biography has not come
down to us from mouth to mouth in rhapscdies heightened by popu-
lar enthusiaem and credulity. Four simple precise narratives,
agreeing in their assertions, taken by ocular or comtempor-
aneous witnesses in a perfectly intelligible languasge, are the
documents ggon which the history of Jesus Christ is es~
tablished,

There are two reasons, according to Scott, for not believing
the claim of Christianity, ignorance and dislike. Ignorance is an
excuse only to the mentally incompetent. Dislike excuses no man. All
history stands or falls with the account of the 1life of Christ which
is built upon the seclentific method of recording data, namely the
collaboration of eye~witnesses and primary sources. Luke 4in the in-
troduction to his Gospel olearly and emphatically called attention to
this method.

Forasmuch as many have taken in hand to eet forth in order a
declaration of those things which are most surely believed among
us, even as they delivered them unto us, from the beginning were
eyewitnesses . . . It seemed good to me also, having had pgrroet
understanding of all things from the very first, to write. %3

If faith cannot be placed in so vast a cloud of witneases surrounding
the life of Chriast, as attesting the veracity of their claims, then

what historical facts are cradfblo?sh

Gamﬁt. ggo -c._uo. PPe 87“‘88.
63Luxe 111-3.
blggots, op. sit., p. 40,
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The supernaturalness of the Bible is further seen in its own
claim to ingpiration. God has revealed His will and His deeds to men
in history. The Bible 1s a record of God's acts and revelations to
men, "He made known His ways unto NMoses, Ris doinge unto the children
of Israel®65 (of. ante., pp. 2=3).

The supernaturalism of the Seriptures of Christianity is rightly
attributed to the perscon of the Holy Spirit. The BHoly Spirit aided
human memory, the choice of words, and the interpretation of factors
which were beyond the capabilities of man. Paul claimed that all
Scripture was "God-breathed.” The Bible was "produced with the super-
natural impulsion and guidance of the Holy Spirit which we call in-
sptration.'“ Apart from inspiration there would be no supernatural
revelation.

Research has proven the plausibility of the trustworthinese of
Holy W¥Writ. Anthropology reveals the extent t¢ which Biblical date is
anthenticated by other culturss. The writers assume an objective re-
cording attitude whioch is admirable., The style and unity place the
Bidle sui generis. 7The Bible itself makes the claim to be the divine
revelation. The Holy Spirit superintended the compilation. There-

fore, Christianity rests upon & supernatural foundation built by CGod.

Supernatural person, The idesl man of philosophy was described

65psaln 203:7.
663. Gresham Machen, The Ohristian Faith in the Modern ¥World,

r. 39.
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by Plato in his Politia, Volume II, page 36:
¥ho without doing any wrong may assume the appesrance of the
grossest injustice; yea, who shall be scourged, fettered, tor-

tured, deprived of his eyes, and affer having endured all possi-
ble suffering, fastened to a post, must restore again the be-

ginning and yrototype of rightecusness.67
"There is no yecord, in the writings of all nations and of all

times, of a life for which absolute perfection is claimed from its
beginning to its close, «68 But the character of Chriet as depicted
in the Gospels is human perfection in which no flaw appears even
under cursory exaxination. "This wondrous Person always is, and
acts up to the ideal of perfect humanity--never unnaturally ele~
vated 80 as to be out of fellowship with men, and never below the
highest human excellence, conceivable in the particular circumstance
at the time,*69

It is universally acknovledged that the only perfect moral
life was the life of Christ. He is also the only man who claimed
t0 b deity and who demanded worship of himself. The world's great
religions leaders have been struggling along with their followers.
It 48 easily recogniszed that Christ is not a product of the bhuman
race nor can the law of evolution explain Him, He is not of this

oarth, He is from above even as He claimed., This fact is attested

by His life,

67Zwener. Dynamic Christianity and the World Today, p. 52.

687onn Young, The Chriet of History, p. 225.

691vs4., p. 222.
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FEo analogy cen be cited to that of the founder of Christianity
from the records of religious onthusisem, Many such enthumsiasts have
existed, claiming greast pretentions for themselves. "But none of these,
in respect to character and to surrounding circumstances, resembles
Christ . . . There is this resdical difference, that none of these have
besn exempt from the corrupting operation of ein, 10

Christianity owes both its beginning and continuance to the
person of Christ. The relstionship between Christ as a founder of a
religion is unique. Buddhism and Islam would remain essentially the
same if their founder were forgotten, Christianity is asdependent up~
on its founder throughout all of its history as it was the first day of
its existence.l}

Confucius was a teacher of moral and political axioms who dis-
believed in any cognizance of the invisible world. Buddha was a moral
reformer, a philanthropist, and the propounder of ethics. There are
no data which would suggest that he laid any claim to deity. His work
was largely negative, pointing to an escape from reality. Mohammed
hed sincere yet unfounded confidence as a divine messenger. His re-
markable self~dslusion is attributed largely to his morbid physical
constitution., From youth he had a form of epilepsy. VWhen this

nervous infirmity was combined withhis mystic religious fervor, he

T0george P. Fisher, Essays on i) Swoernatural Origin of
Christianity, r. 525.

Tlsamuel G. Craig, Christianity Rightly So Called, p. 52.
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translated his extraordinary paychic phencuencn into communication

with the divine. Scorates claimed a divine swpernastural guidance.
But "he claimed nothing mors for himself than what he attributed to
athors."n

The ultimate truth of Christianity recides in a person. It
not only involves truth in the form of 1deas but also ianvolves
volition and emotions. The truth of Christianity could only de per-
ceived and comuunicuted as it was freely reincarnated inm a person,
"Someone must be the truth if it is to be fully realized. 13

Great religious leaders have declared themselves $0 De de-
livering God's message, but Christ was that message. Othere have
taught men about God and tried to 1ift men Godward, dut God in Christ
lived among men and revealed Himself. Man is able to build up 2
reasonable case for God and His personality tralts. Bul unless God
reveals Himself, it ie mere speculation., It, therefora, remains to
God's initiative %0 give us smpecial revelation. If thera is a living
God who loves, then it is reasonabls tc sxpeot a revelation from
Hin. T4 All religions which claim to be ways to God ¥are but worship
of salf in one form or another. Self was the great idocl, and that
was the attraction of ldolatry. Man read his own gelf, his passions,

his pursuits, bis very orimes, into his self-made deities and

12risher, op. oi%,, p. 531.
T3Hugh Vernon White, A Theology for Christian Missions, p. 117.

745, §. D. Anderson, The Vorld's Religions, pp. 192-193.
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fabricated his idols and their rites ascordingly, (9
Ohrigt is the embodiment of all the $ruth which had been re-

vealed or known.

The unifying factor was not the incarnation nor the Virgin
Birth, nor the life of Benevolence, nor the words of Wisdom and
love, All these were to be found in Hindulem, in Buddhigm, in
Confucianisn, in Oreec philosophy. But when the Incarnate Son of
God, Yorn of Mery, bantised in Jordan, and tempted of Satan, after
a life spent in works of mercy and words of love, faced death rather
then belng untrue to principle, and mot only faced death dus
conquered it dy Resurrection and Aecension, it wae known at once
that ¥e had gathered all thingsiunto Himself, and that there was
no further need of any partial or fragmentary Go-po}.."6

The only ground upon which any faith could seriously threaten
Christianity would be to reproduce the life of Christ. He is the good
news 0f the Gospel end im Him {s the finality of Christianity. Christ
is the only Mediator between God and man,

To call Ohristianity the absolute or final religion, therefore,

is to contend no% merely that in Jesus Christ God is presented in
& higher and more spiritually satisfying than elsewhere, but that
the relationship to the Father on which believers thus snter is
such that it cannot be transcended.l/

Pascal summed up the finality of Christ when he contended that
nJegus Christ is the center of everything and the obJject of everything;
and he who does not know Him knows nothing of the order of the world
and nothing of himself.*75 Chriet identified Himgelf with all men and

still He remains distinet. "Between him and all men there must bave

T5s00tt, op. cit., p. 11.
T0gpser, Christianity and the zations, ppe 2T4=275.

TTzwemer, Into All the ¥orld, p. 39.

T81v44., p. 39.
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been & separation=-though there was also as a certainty a community--
¢f nature, a separation not incidental and relative only, but consti-
tutional and orgpnic.”79

There was no one idez which predominated in the thinking of Jesus
Christ which ecould label Him as an enthusiast or a reviver of forgotten
truths. Rather, He had the insight into truth to the extent that He
could say "I am the Truth."80 nThe fertility, the wariety, the con-
sistency, and symmetry of his toachlug"m focus on a unique personality,

The public ministry of Christ and His spiritual character con-
verge to present a supernatural life incapable of adequate explanation
on any purely human basis., Either of these two aspects reveasl both
the Divinity and the humanity of Christ. The ministry of Christ repre-
sented the Word which "was made flesh and dwelt among us . . . full of
grace and trnth.'sa His character is represented by the life which "was
manifested, and we have seen it, and dear witness, and show unto you
that eternal life which was with the Fatherhood was manifested unto
us.“83

¥hat 1s the relation of miracles to the life of Christ? The

central miracle asserted by Christianity is Christ. All miracles tower
or topple with Him, Is there a realm beyond the five senses which 1is

paturel from its own point of view? An individual will answer these

19Young, op. cit., p. 247.
80John 14:6,  SMPisher, op. oit., p. 535.
geJohn 131k, 83 Johm 1:2.
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questions in vhatever way he views reality. 1If the inquirer is a
naturaliet then there can be no miracles to him,

We are also prepared for reality as religion conceives it:
reality with a ground floor (Nature) and then sbove that one
other floor and one only--an eterral, spaceless, timeless,
spiritual. BSomething of which we can have no images, if it
presents itself to human consciousness at all, does so in a
mystical expearience which shatters all our categories of
thought.

If there is another realm of reality then miracles or the con~
trol of a higher realm upon the lower realm will become conceivable.
If Christ descendsd to a lower realm then He could do things beyond
the natural. The miracles of the Gospels were chiefly a teaching
technique. Each contained a desp spiritual meaning: and altogether
form the neture and design of His mission, "They were not mere signs
of power, but lessons of wisdom and acts of mercy; they were not
simply attestations of a Divine Presence, but subduing expressions
and expositions of the Divine Character."85

Perhaps the best proof of miracles ie the resurrection. There
have been stories of so-called resurrections, originating from popu~
lar awe for heroes and tyrants who by popular demand must return
egain to this stage of life. Not one of these stories ever enter-
tained the idea that the individuals had died but were only asleep.
1% was not death, but prolonged periods even years of sleep from which

these heroes reappeared. "The resurrection of Christ bears a stamp of

k¢, s. Lewis, Miracles, p. 186.

E5Young, op. cit., p. 256.



81
euthenticity infinitely different,*86
The setting of the Resurrection includes the followingz incon-
trovertible facts.

The record is the most authentic document of history; Christ
foretold His Resurrection; the Jews knew He foretold i%; the
opponents of Christ were as sceptical as any today; the death of
Christ was certified %0 the Roman governor; the Resurrection was
proclaimed in the very city where it occurred and to the very
pecple who were instrumental in Christ's death; the first procla-
mation oconverted to belief in Christ three thousand of those who
had rejected and crucified Himi the whole pecple were in the vay
$0 conversion, but the Jewish lemadere prevented it. Xo cese in
law, no fact of history, is sc well established as the Resure
rection. 8

The resurrection "was the assertion of a truth of Christianity,
which, by its mesning unified and irradisted all the other truthe."&8

Christ expressed His assurance of triumph, His actual triumph
for two thousand years is history. These two elements lead to one
conclusion only. It is this, His claim to deity is true and Hies re-
ligion is divine, Christianity is "the only religion which contains
the indubitable proof, and yresent to the world a resl incarnation of
divinity--God in man."89

"Phat strange man on the cross,” said Tyrrell, "keeps calling
ne back."J0 His 1ife has been under almost continuous oritical ex-

sswunam Milligan, The Resurrection of Our Lord, p. 3l.

87sectt, pp. oit., pp. M15-116.

s‘l(illlg&n. op. g%_t_o' Pe 37.
89Young, The Christ of History, pp. 24l-2h2,

90Warnshuis and others, op. eit., p. 150.
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amination, HNo man's 1ife has commanded such attention as has His life.
As East and West stand before Him, they are juiged by Him. The first
great fact that emerges is that Jesus Christ is alive today. The In-
carnation is God'e complete revelation to man, This revelation is
rooted in history not in a drsam, a hope, or a vision., OChrist 4z the
1deal man in any culture or age. His life stands unique in moral per-
fection. No other man made the claim to dsity in a major religien.
All truth adheres in Him., The only way of repudiating the claims of
Chriet as the Sole Mediator of the world is to reprodusce a similar
1ife before the world. The resurrection of Christ is the world's most
fully verified faat, The power revealed in the resurrection is the
same powar in operation throuzhout the life of Christ. Ohrist is the
only qualified personality to meke the claim as dsing a way to CGod,
Hence, there is only His way to God,

E. Stanley Jones hes been sgked in many of his maetings if
there are not other ways to find God than throuzh Jesus Christ, His
reply was that the matter cannot be settled by argument., The oaly
way to answer the gusstion is t» go and find another way and then re~
port it. Only then could a discussion Pe possidle upon the sudject.
At this the crowds woeuld usually lauvgh. ®That laugh,® reported Jones,
"is the. most revesling and startling thing I have ever henrd; 1t means
that the Imea of !.medi.ate;y finding God does not seem to bg practical,

It does mot seem to be in the realm of the immediately realizable.*9}

91E., Stanley Jones, Christ et the Round Table, »w. 66~67.
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Bupernatural werk of redemption. Christianity is a redemptive

religion. In some sense all religions are redemptive, inmaasmuch as they
oxtend salvation from some evil or like attribute. The point at which
Christisnity departs from the non-Christian religions is the fact that
it "offers redemption in snd by the work of anosher."92 The supposition
of the non~Christisn religions is that man can save himself, There is
no such person as a self-saved Christian. Other religions appeal to
no dynamic or source of energy ocutside of the individual, It says to
the wounded--heal thyself, to the wandering--find thy way, and to the
broken-hearted--cheer thyself. Chriastianity is a redemptive religion
in that 1t "offers salvation from sin, conceived as guilt and pollutionm,
through the atoning death of Jesus Ohrist and through the regensrating
and sanctifying influence of the Holy Spirit.®93

If the ideas of Christianity vere dlecovered in the non-Christian
religions, still they would contain no Christianity. For Christianity
depends, "not upon a complex of ideas, but upon the narrative of an
event, s34

The world's religions are extremely weak in the area of re-
demption. In Ielam there ars only wilful sins and not sins of ignor-
ance. Hinduism seee sin as an illusion. Buddhism dieregards God,

hence there is no sin, Confucinniem which teaches men %o respect the

920raig, op. eit., pp. 63-6h.
93craig, op. ois., pp. 63-6h.
Mynchen, Christianity and Liberalism, p. 70.
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€ods, totally lecks all coneception of sin, Only Christianity disgnoses
the disease of mankind and declzres the remedy for 1,95
In answer to the laymen's Report on Missions in 1933, a group of
conservetive scholars published their reply to the liverals snd non-
Christien religions,
We 4o not set up & tension between our system and your system,
« o « But there is one place whers we 4o not hesitate to set up
& tension and that point is between Jesns Christ and human need.
We set 1t up firet of all betwsen Christ and our own souis. Ve
find that tension is t0o us redemntive., FKext we seot up that tension
between Christ and our civilization. ¥We are in the ssme deep need
of the saving power of Christ as others. Then what we would teke
for ourseives we would share with others. . . . In Jesus Christ
vo feel that He 1s not cur orinion of 1lifs, but God's revelation
of His redemptive purpose for a race. Ve give this not as
orizinatore or owners of it, dut 2s those who vass on what has
beecn passed on %o us,
A few years ago in the Parliament of Religlons in Chicago, Joseph
Cook challenged the priests of the various religions to snswer Lady
Macbeth's guestion, "How cleanse this red right handt" All the priasts
wore silenced., None of the writings of these ancient religlons have a
logical and adequate cure for the sin probdlem which plagues the world.
They are able t0 answer that question presenting, only Dy superim-
posing, that which has sprung from Christian sources upon their own
1iteraturs. 97
Phe Bible says, *For God so loved the world, that he gave his

only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him snould not perish,

I5speer, The Light of the World, p. 5.
95ﬂarnsh'1re and others, op. cit., p. 199.

ITHenry Clarence Thiessen, Introductlion L0 the New Testament,
p’ 8“0
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but have everlasting 11fe.*9% igain it says that Christ "bare cur
8ins in his body upon the tree, that we, having died unto sin, night
live unto righteousness; by whose stripes ye were healed.'% and "God
made him sin for us, who knew no sinj that we might be mads the right~
eousness of God 4n him."100 2411 that believe are Juatified from all
thinga."ml Thus, through the death of the righteous Som of God, pro-
vision ie made for all the world. What men could not do for himself
Christ 414 for him,

Supernatural survival. Christianity can do what no other re-

ligion can afford to do. It is able to submit to comparison on any
ground. It stands ready to compare its founder, work, message, mean-
ing, ethics, salvation, influsnce, and the experience of individuals
in Jesus Chriest with the corresponding elements of any of the non-
Christian faiths. Christianity is able tc maintain itself against all
oppononta.ma
Many individuals have predicted the end of Christianity, dut
Christianity has survived. Among the many victories which Chriastianity
has won, no viectory is more impressive than the one gained over the
pagenism of the first century. Paganism was not a mereset of ab-

stract conjectures, but a concrete creed rooted in the livees of the

nations.

983onn 3:16. 9 Peter 2:24, 10011 Gorinthians 2:21.
10150te 13:39.
1025peers, The Finality of Jesus Christ, p. 288.
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It was 2 world power. It dominated everything. . . . This

vas the pagan Goliath that confronted the Christian David., . . .

Skill was pitted againet sise. But there was no proportion be-

tween the contenders when Christianity confronted paganiem.

Paganism bad power, wealth, learning, prestige, position, and

possession on its side. Christianity had nothing, humanly

speaking. Yot it demanded the complete surrender of paganism.

Can you conceive of a more startling proposition? If Chrie-

tianity bhad not had the most sound credentials she never wounld

have toppled Roman paganism.l03

One common denominator of all religions is their cleim to

effect a synthesis of the whole of life. "The central truth of the
conditions of the world's religion today is simply this, that the
ancient synthesis of life, based upon religion, has been bdroken into
tragments."10% In China 1% was charged that the educated Chinese
turned either to Christianity or to atheism. 7The youth of India de-
plore many of the loathsome religious practices such as child-marriage,
widow burning, caste, escapism, and apathy toward progress. Islanm,
however, along with Buddhlem and Hinduism is Decoming more and more
nationnlistic. Turkey has rewritten its history in an effort to
minimize the lslamic elements and to megnify the Turkish rece. Mo-
hammed was a remarkable man well in advance of his age, but in the
light of more advanced culturee, he has become inadequats as a standard
foy life, African religions of the old forms are melting before the
amslteries of the industrial revolution. All these factors signal the

Gisintegration of all non-Christian religions in their historic forms.

103300¢t, op. cit., p. 3.
10%arnshuis and others, 9p. cit., p. 135.
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Religion in these areas has many times Decoms a departmentalized thing,
one interest among other interests. it is predicted that these people
will continue until they find a new center of faith.

The sends of time have not coversd the hiatorical signs of Chrisg~
tianity, rather they have tended to polish the merkings. The survival
of Christianity emerges from its truthfulness. It s because Christ es-
tablished the Church that it still stands. The universality of the

Church reveals the degree to which the Church has survived.

_Supernatural message. DIr. Theodors Parker said, "There may be

comparative religions but Christisnity is not one of them.*105 Ogher
religions teach a way of life which must be attained by man. By the
obaervances of rites, performance of good deeds, and ethical conduct
their adherents gradually win their salvation. They represent man try-
ing to bulld his tower to heaven. OChristianity by contrast drings the
good news of salvation down to man. The message was delivered dy
angels and finally by God Himself through the Incarnation. While other
religions tell what men must do, Christianity tells what God has done,
Itn mesnage is a gift to de received and a life to De believed.

The non-Christian religions are unable to meet the moral needs
of man. Thess religions are not adble to present a perfect moral ideal
as an example of conduct. None of their greet religious leaders even
lived up %0 their own ideal. Each religious system breaks down at the

fundamental element of truth.

105zwemer, Dynamic Christianity and the World Today, pp. 67-68.
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Verily, sald Mohemmed, &z lis is allowable in three ceses: %0
women, %o reconcile friends and in war. . . . Lis not to another,
says Christianity's cleer and unqualified injunction, Lie not,
says Buddhism, but adde the itruth amihilating condition, %o
constitute a lie, there must be the discovery by the deceived
that what has been told him is not true.mg
The non-Christian religions have much to say about the misery
and suffering of the world, but little to say about morality and for-
giveness. Xarma, one of the chief tenets of faith in Hinduism, holds
sin %0 be a breach in an abstract moral order, rather than rebellion
agalnst a living God, Ths relesse sought by many of the Zaatern sages
is escape from the chailn of mortal cycles of life, not forgiveness., In
the Buddhist eand Hindu traditions very soving stories have been told,
depicting men breaking through to Ged. Yet these stories lack many
things: the objective reality of the story of Christ, the soul~-search-
ing union of divine love, and the absolute holiness of God. The Chrie~
tian message i prinerily construoted upon the seriousness of rebdellion
against the moral law of God, and repudiation of the love of God, The
message of Chrigtianity is the message of the cross implanted in the
heart of God from eternity and upon a Judear hill in tive. It is a
nasszge of forgivensss, "Thy sius are forgiven thee, »107  ghe cross
demonstrated the love of God for the sinner and the wrath of God
toward sin, God in love procured a Gospel to be proclaimed to the
world to be practiced by all men,

Morality is always directly comnected to monotheism and both

106gpeer, Ohristisnity and the Nations, p. 278.

10Tyark 2 15.
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are embodied in a personal relationship with a hely God. Inherent in
thie interpersonal relationship is the concept of salvation which clear-
1y depicts two great forces in their %eleclogicsl progron.los

¥ho, coming to this sacred book, wiith a sincere desire to know
God's will for the direction of his 1life, will say that he cannot
find i%? Who, desiring $o de instructed in the way of ealvation
through faith vhich is in Christ Jesus, will comsult its peges,
and say 1t is not made plein to him? Who, coming to it for equip-
mant of his spiritual 1ife, will say that there are still needs of
that life which are left improvided for? Who, sseking direction
in the way of the life everlasting, can doubt that, if he faith-
fully obey its Sesching, he will reach that gos1?109

Christianity 1s a purposive religlon, It came like a suwumer
zephyr %0 the barren and frozen world of the Zaetern faiths caught ia
the tentacles of the procession of cycles. The stoics held much the
sane bellef, OChrist brought to men the message that there was a divine
purpose, that God was at work, and that the world was moving toward a
consunmation, The worid is neither an illusion nor 1s it the filnal
abods to the Chrietians. It is a testing ground and a training sohool, 110

Herman Bavinck has summed up the message of Christienity with
these words.

Christianity does not exist through the strength and fidelity

of its confessors, dut through the 1ife and will of its Mediator.
e o » His will and His work iz to maire men truly religious, to
bring them into fellowship with God, and that is also the will
and work of God Himself., For the will of God to save the world
was not only an annuncilation of God's iadination in the past, but

is an action, a deed, a work of God, which goes Irom day %o day.
God is love; but that love is no gquiescent attribute, dut an

108rr, The Probdlem of the 014 Testament, pp. 40-kY,

109;rr, ibid., p. 50.

110y;rnehuis and others, op. oit., v. 1N7.



30
sternal, omnipresent energy which realizes itself in the heart
of men., God is Father; but that Fatherhood is no mere title of
honor, but an almighty, energetic power which regenerates men as
His children .and heirs. Christianity ie no mere revelation of
God in the past, but it ia, in comnection with the past, a work
in the midst of this and every time, 11l

The non-Christian religions are inadequate to meet the social
needs of men. VWhereas the Bible teaches the brotherhood of men and
implies that all men are sons of God by ereation and may become sons
of God by redemption, each of these other religions deny the unity of
mankindt "Hinduism with its caste, Confucisniem with its deceit,
Islan with its fanatical bigotry, and Buddhiem with its damnation of
all women."212 #Jegus Christ is the only religious leader Who came
to destroy all race barriers and class hatreds."li]

Christianity offers & universal hope for all men, a forgiveness
from ein, a conscience voice of offence, and a nev dynamic for life.
¥here other systems are open and free, Christianity demands a careful
self-examination, a sorrow for simn, a turning to God by faith, and
abandonment of self to do God's will, The Christisn message declares
God to0 be loving, who will blot out sins and remember them no more,
Ged is "mot willing that any should perish, but that all should come

to r epentance. %23 It is essentially a message of present help and

Mloraig, op. ¢it., pp. 5H-55.
112gpeer, Christianity and the Nations, p. 282.

113zyemer, The Solitary Throne, p. 17.

11471 peter 3:9.
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future hope.

Supernatural power. OChrisiianity bas the supernatural power of

the Holy Spirit working through the lives of its true followers. "Buddha
could point his disciples to a way and say, walk ye in it, Socrates
could tell his pupils of & truth mnd ssy, cleave ye to it, But He who
stande above all earthly guides and teachers . . I is sble to pour His
owvn life into the spirite of men and transform their bai.ngs."n5

Justin Martyr described himeelf and his fellow converts as
follows:

¥We who foruerly delighted in fornication dut now embrace

chastity alone; . . . we who valued above all things the
ecequisition of wealth and possessions . . . now brings into a
conmon stock and communicate Yo every one in need: we who
hated and destroyed one snother and on scecount of their
diffarent mauners would not live with men of a different
trive, . . . now since the coming of Christ live Ffamiliarly
wvith them and pray for our snsmies and sndeavour to persuads
those who hate us injustly to live conformably to the good
precepts of Chriast, to the end that they may decome pﬁ ars
with us of the same Joyful hope of a reward from God,

Tertullian of the second century was a pagan until middle life,
when he accepted the cleime of Christ. Fellowing his conversion, he
addressed the Roman Emperor by saying, "We are bui of yesterday, and
we f£ill all that is yours; your cities, your islands, your military
posts, your boroughs, your council-chambers and your camps; your tribes,

your corporations; the palace, the senate, the forum: your tesmples

1153ames Hastings, The Spesker's Bible, St. Jobm, Vol. II, p. 72.
1614 40urette, Anno Domini, p. 3k.
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alone do we leave to you. nil7

Augustine who poesessed one of the greatest minds of all time
left paganiem because "he found that the credentials of Christianity
were sound, the soundest concolva.bla."ns The change which resulted
in his life wvas positive proof that Christ can changs & sinner into a
saint.

Some ralse the question that Aif Christianity is the only re-
ligion why do not more embrece it%. There are chiefly two reasons.
First, it does not reach every individual with its claims, and wvhen {%
does, 1t is often a misrepresentation of New Testament Christianity.
Secondly, man was created with a free agency and rational powers. The
povwer of choice resides within the volition. "If any man will do his
will, he shall know of the dootrine, whether it be of God."119

God does not present evidence that will compel our acceptance,

for to 4o so would be to force us, and that He will not do. . . .
He could give us compelling evidence if He chose, but then there
would be no choige on our part, no possibility of an act of faith.
e o » The credentials of Christianity are sufficient to produce
reasonable certainty, but not physisal certainty, . . . Mankind
lives for the most part by reasonable certainty.}20

This certainty comes tc the individual through experience. It
is the set of the will, like the set of the sail, which determines the
results of investigation. %Judaism and Hindulem rewt on an age-old

tredition . . . appeal %0 ., . . the past. Confuclanism appeals to the

1173c0tt, ep. cit., p. 127.
‘u’m.. P. 32.

119Jobn 7:17

120gc0tt, op. ¢it., pp. HO-H1.
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authority of a great philosopher. Islam has . . , a totalitarian re-

ligion. The proof of Christlanity . . . 1 not authority, tradition,
foree or argument, but experience,?l2l

During the days of hils skepticism, George Romanes discovered
this verse in John T:l7. 7The velidity of the verse became a persomal
reality to him when he became willing %o do His will,

Men who are of the atature of Paul of Tarsus, Justin Martyr,
Augustine, Martin Luther, Devid Livingstone, John Newton, Jim Vaus,
and John French, have a right

+» « o to damand a hearing when they testify to the experience
out of which their lives have ilssued. When a genuinely Chrietian
man, whoge gracious and noble character 1s an open dook for all
uen %o read, declares that his life, so Jjustly admired, is due

to Christ, one who would refuse assent to the explanation is in
s difficult and insecure poesition, for he can deny neither the
reality which i{s to be explained nor the sinceriity with which

the explanation is offered,122

Harold Begbie in summarising the significance of the stories he

records in his book, Twice Born Men, says:

When I visit the bappy homes, and experience the gentleneas
and refinement of such as those whose life stories appear in
this book, and compare them with the squalor and misery of the
great majority of homes surrounding them, I am astonished that
the world should be incredulous about Christianity.

Multitudes of men and women have died for their faith., Nartyrs

do not necessarily prove the validity of Christianity. Others have

12)s emer, The Finality of Jesus Christ, p. 38.

12215414 Matthews Sweet, The Verificstion of Christianity, p. 212,

123arold Regbie, Tvice Born Men, pp. 279-280.
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died for contrary beliefs. It remains, however, if there were no
Christian martyrs, Christianity would te certzinly fsles. The numbers
of men and women who surrsndersd their 1ife rather then deny Christ,
the types of individuals who represented all classes of people, the
sufferings which they endured, and the spirit with which they died,
emphasize the fact of & powsr at work in their lins.m’*

Archibald Alexsnder, the nineicenth century Princeton apologist,
has well summarized the testimony of the martyrs, ospecially of those
of the esarly church:

Parsons of all agos, of all conditions of life, and of both
asexes, exhibited under protracted and oruel torments a fortitude,
a patience, a meekness, a spirit of charity and forgiveness, a
cheerfulnesa, yea often a triumphant Jjoy, of which there are no
examples to be found in the history of the world. ‘“hey rejoiced
when they were arrested; cheerfully bade adieun to their nearest
and dearest relatives; gladly embraced tho stake; welcomsd the
wild deaste let loose to devour them; smiled on the horrible
apparatus by which their sinews wers to be stretched, and their
bones dislocated and broken; ustered no complaints; gave no in-
dicetion of pain when their bodies were envelopsd in flames; and
when condemned to die, Vegged of their friends to interpose no
obstacla to thoir felieity (for sush they estesmed martyrdom),
not even by prayer for their deliverance. What more than human
Zoriitnuda was this? 3By wvhat spirit were these desplsed and per-
secuted people sustained?! What natural principles in the human
constitution can satisfactorily account for such superiority to
pain and death? Could attachment to an impostor inspire them
with such feelings? No; it was the promieed presence of the risen
Jesus which upheld them, and filled them with assurance and Jjoy.l25

Sumsary. Christianity's claim to universality can be validated.
It rests its case with the fact that all tribes have been religious,

12450nn . Gerstner, Reasons for Faith, pp. 178-185.
1251p14., pp. 185-186.




95
and that the first type of religious belief among the older civilizatione

was monothelstic. The nation of Israel maintained to a certein extent
this early belief. By special revelation from God, it progressively un-
folded the acts of God. There is a fundemental unity of the race.
Physiologically, psychologically, and geneclogicelly all men are one.
The Bidle's plan of redemption is duilt upon this fact. Christianity
has maintained belief in the unity and uniqueness of the God of early
times. Christ identified Himself with all men in that He entered the
strean of the human race. Christisnity has a universal Savior, messags,
following, adaptability, and solution which are unique.

The claim of Christ to His unique role as the Mediator between
God and man rests upon the following factors: It is laid in a super-
natural foundation--~the Bible, founded upon the supernatural person of
Christ, manifest in the supernatural work of redemption wrought in the
hearts of men, attested by the supernatural survival of the Church, re-
vealed in the supernatural message of love, and verified by the super~

patural pover of Cod whioh can change a sinner into a saint.



CEAPTER V
CONCLUSION

The missionary message of Christianity rests upon at least two
unique claims: the universal adaptadility of ite message and the ex-
clusiveness of the Mediation of Christ.

From an inductive investigation of the Bible one sees two die-
tinct and prominent teachingst (1) the universal claim for Christianity,
and (2) the uniqueness of Ohrist. Christianity as a universal faith is
suthenticated by the following: the creation, the vlan of salvation,
the incarnation, the universality of followers, the great commission,
and Juigment. The exclusiveness of Christ is sustained by prophecy,
supported by eyewitnesses, and supplanted by the life and works of
Christ. A dominate characteristic of the Bible which underlies its
content is its empiricism (1.e., ite appeal to the experiences of in-
dividuals qualified as witnesses). This is employed by references to
historical persons, places, and documents; eyewiinesses and other pri-
mary sources; and the reporting of the reactions of crowds. The pir-
mary appeal is therefore to logic, reason, and selected dats as the
basis for its intellectual appeal.

However, such scholars as Hocking, Toynbee and Radhakrishnan
place little value upon these claims. Taking the syncretistic viev,
they place all religions in the same class. By eclecticism and co-
operation they see all religions working toward a common goal for the

ocommon good. Christianity is held to be arrogant if it makes any
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claims to finality. It is admitted that Christianity is the leader dut

differs from the non-Christian religlons quantitatively and not quali-
tatively. Their synthetic view of religions fails to take into adequate
consideration the fundamental differences which exist between the vare
lous religions, the historicity of the Bible, scientific data, and the
credentials of Christianity. They are naturalistic in their approach
and thus are limited in their explanation of phenomena,

In contrast, Brunner, Kraemer, and Soper conclude from the be-
havior of man, from the historical accuracy of the Bible, from the
supporting evidence of sclentific investigation, and from the creden~
tials of Christianity, that there is & unique difference between Chris-
tlanity and the non-Christian religions of the world. They acknowledge
that the contradictory elements of these religions are mutnally exclusive.
They are supernaturalists, Delieving that ultimete suthority sdheres in
God. Their realistic investigation is based on history, reason, and ex-
perience. They conclude that Christianity is uniquely universal in
claim and practice and Christ is the only qualified approach to God.

Some scholars assert and some scholars overlook these two ex-
c¢lusive claims of Christianity. The explanation seems to stem from the
two termas: awereness and experience. All knowledge rests upon faith,
Avereness apprehends the phenomena and experience authenticates it. The
faith of a Christian is similar to faith in history, electricity, or
atoms. It requires a decision, a conclusion, and experience. Free
moral agenoy allows men to reject and accept what they will regardless

of the evidence.
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Man lives by reasonabdle certitude. Christianity offers not
binding evidence but reasonable certitude. In defense of its unique
elaim to universality, Christianity offers the only continuity in the
history of religions. The early form of religion was monotheism which
Christianity etill maintains. Redemption is held to be universal,
founded upon the fact of the unity of man as is claimed by sociologists,
anthropologists, and psychologists. Christianity has a universal
adaptability because of its mesaage which offers hope to all men from
their plight of sin, 4its adlility to survive cultures, and {te world-
wide following.

The credentials for Christ's claim as the Sols Mediator is
framed in a asupernatural setting. The Bible sets forth this claim
which Christ made for Himgelf, The trustworthiness of the Bible is
seen from its historlcity, its prophecy, its style, its unity, its eye~
vitness accounts, its enduranceé of destructive criticiem, and the
guidance of the Holy Spirit. Purthermore, Christ confronts men as a
supaernatural being; no man epoke, lived, healed, taught, died, rose
from the dead, and made the claims which He made for Himself. Thirdly
Christisnity offers a supernatural forgiveneas by the atoning death
of Christ who was God., In addition, Christianity has had e super-
natural survival which alone has survived all cultures, investigations,
and sattacks. Fifthly, Chrietianity declares a supernatural message
which meets the moral needs of man, offering pardon and peace and the
social needs by breaking down all barriers. I4% is the only religion
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which does not break down at the fundamental elemént of truth. Lastly,

Christianity has a supernatural power of the Holy Spirit which works
in the hearts of men and changes them.

Conclusion. The claim of the universality of Christianity and
the claim of Christ as the only Mediator are valid, These rest upon
scholaraship, scientific data, history, and experience. In the words

of Augustine, they are the soundest credentials concelivabdle.
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