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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

For several years & difference of opinion has existed regarding
whether or not the Church would go through the Great Tribulation. This
is ommonly known as the "Rapture Questiom.* It is regrettable that
the majority of the proclamations heard frem evangelical holiness pul-
pits regarding this subject have besen based on limited obszervation and
very little soriptural evidence. In recemt ysars the author has been
frequently caught in the cross-fire of these opinions relative to this
question. While one position has been rather persuasive from the
aspect of popularity, the other has supplled a more logical interpreta-
tion of the Soriptures relevant te this subject. It is out of this
background that the problem of this study developed.

I. THE PROBLEM

Statement of the problem. The problem of this study centers
around the fulfillment of the persomal neseds of this author aleng three
lines. Pirst, what are the major comtemporary premillenmnial visws of
the Rapture?® Secondly, what are the scriptural basss for these posi-
tions? Thirdly, what relevance do these respective views have to the

lin fulfiliing the first two purposes of this study, an amota-
ted bibliography (included in the bibliography listed in this volume)
was prepared of all the books available in Asbury Theologicsl Seminary
1library, published since 1950, dealing with this subject.



proclamation of the Second Coming of Christ?

The Biblical bases of these representative positioms, as stated
by selected leading schelars, have been set forth as a first step
toward the solution of the problem. Another move toward achieving a
solution has been to evaluate the velidity of each representative's
position and the objections raised against that position. As a final
effort toward the solutiom of the problem, some practical cenclusions
have besn set forth in an effort to show (1) the attitude cme should
hold in the discussion of this subject, (2) a possible reason for the
differing positions, and (3) how these particular views are to affect
the message of the Gospel.

Importance of the study. Due to the nature of the problem, the
significance of this research was first of all folt most deeply by the
author himself., He has been personally searching for a bsiter under-
standing of this subjesct, in order that he might be more adsquately
prepared to divide aright the Word of God. A more relevant reason, as
far as theology is comcsrmed, is the relation this subject has to
eschatology (ihs doctrine of last things). This doctrine is comsidered
essential to Christianity by many scholars. One has stated it this
ways “A so-called Christianity that is cold or hostile towards the
interests of the life to come has ceased to be Christiapnity im the his~
toric sense of the word."? The impertance of this study might also be

esrhardus Vos, Pauline Eschatology (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans,
1952), Pe 63.




exmphasized by soms Biblical facts relative to the truth of the Second
Advent. This truth is referred to in all but four New Testament books.
It is mentioned 318 times in 216 chapters of the New Testament, while
such chapters as Matthew 2, 25, Mark 13, and Luke 21 are deveted
entirely to the subject. It is very comapicuocus in I Thessalonians
(each chapter closes with some referesmoe to it) and Revelation. It is
mentioned on an average of ome out of every twemty-five verses in the
New Testament. It is referred to twice as often as the Atemement,
eight timss as musch as the First Coming, and one-fifth of the Bible is
prophesy and oms~third of prophecy bas to do with the Return of Christ.’
The International Congresses on Prophecy would also lend some evidence
of muppert for research on the subject of the Rapture.’

A fourth reason is found in a statement mads by Dr. Wilbur M,
Smith in his introdustion to When the King Comes Back by Oswald J.
Smith, Spesking of the inorease of publiscations on prophetic subjects,
he said, "I believe . . . that a new book in this area now appears
every thirty-six m_nsﬁ. more Impertant reason tham this, however,

Inelbert R. Rose, "Eschatology" (Wilmore, Kentucky: Asbury Theo-
logical Seminary, 1960), p. 5. Note: These facts were origimally
given by Dr. Willlam Arnett in a chapel message at Asbury Theological

Seminary in 1960.

liy4114am Culbertson and Hermsw B. Cemtz (ed.), s the
Times (Crand Rapids: Zomdervan, 1956), Ses also Johm Y'm%ﬁ?
Return _g% the Lord (Finlay, Ohio: Dunham Publishing Company, 1955),
PP. w

S0swald J. Smith, When the King Comes Back (Lomdon: Marshall
Morgan and Seott, 1957): P Be g ’




L
may be seen in a statement that appearsd on the cover page of the Feb-
ruary, 1955, issus of Christian Life, "Will the Church Go Through the
Tribulation? Once limited to theologians, the discussiom /Tof this
question / today rages between laymen who realisze its mrm."é

The words of a well-known radio minister, who would be aware of
the spiritual pulse of many radio listeners, gives this additional
evidencet

One of the most debated questions todsy is . . . "Will the

Church of Jesus Christ pass through the coming Great Tribulatiom,
or will she be raptured before that awful day of the Lord comes
upen the earth?" mumaefthabumﬂgqmstimfmw,
and many belisvers are at a losa as to what to belleve.

These opinicns, the writings of scholars, and the facts stated
above, along with the perscnal need of the author, have served to vali-

date the importance of this study.

Limitations of the study., Since the writer persmally sub-
scribes to a premillemmial visw of the Second GComing of Christ, this
laid the general ciroumference within which this study has been con-
ducted. In order that the effort put forth might have greater rele-
vaney, this investigation was further restricted to omly those state~
ments of views that were published betwsen 1950 and 1964. Probably the
major limitation of this research has been the fact that it is emly
representative, since only one scholar has spoken for each view. The

Sohristian Life, "Cover Page Statement” 16:cover, February, 1955,

TMartin R. Deliasm, Coming Events in Prophecy (Grand Eapids
Zondervan, 1962), p. 127. - x f
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writer is fully sware that this is not the best method of resesrsh, but
undar the cireumstances, particularly in one instance, there was no
other altermative. It is the gincere belisf of the guthor that the most
representative scholars have beem selocted. The request of the auther
would be that all who evaluate this materisl will do so in the light of
thess faots.

II. IEFINITIONS OF TERMS

Exaet definitions caxmot be given because there are such mmer-
ous variatioms within each interpretation. All those listed below,
however, are sulmitted as sssentially cerrect.

Millemnium. The word, millemnium, is derived from two Latin
words, mille, meaning thousand, and armuu, meaning year. The literal
mning i3, therefure, a thousand years. The prefixes, Pest, A, and
Pre, as used with the word designate the particular view held regarding

the thnusmdrws.a

Postmillemnialism, Postmillemnialism is that view of the last
things which holds that the Kingdem of God is now being extended in the
world through the preaching of the Gospel and the eaving werk of the
Hely Spirit, that the world evemtually will be Christianised, and that
the return of Christ will ocour at the ¢lose of a long period of right-

8 .oraine Boettner, The Millemmium (Philadelphia: Presbyterian and
Reformed Publishing Cempary, 1957, 7. 3.



6
eousness and peace, cammonly called thes Millsmnium; hence, a figurative
interpretation of the thousand years.

Amillennialism, Amillemnialisnm is that view of the last things
vhich holds that the Bidble does not predist a 'Millemmium" or peried of
world-wide peace and rightecusmmess on this earth before the end of the
world., As a result, the passages referrimg to the thousand years are
given a spiritualised interpretation and the millemniuwm is considered
to be the reign of God in the hearts of msn in this present age.

Premillsnnislism, Premillemnialism is that view of the last
things which holds that the Secomd Cuming of Christ will be followed by
a perisd of werld-wids peace and rightecusmess, before the end of the
world, called "the Millennimm" or "Kingdom of God," during which Christ
will reign in person as King on this earth., The principal method of
interpretation used by thisz system is: “Unless there is some reason
intrinsic within the text itself which requires a symbolic interpreta-
tion, or unless there are other Seriptures which interpret a parallel
prophecy in a symbolic sense, we are required to empleoy a natursl, lit-
eral interpretation."

The Church. The Oreek noun, skilesia ("assembly"), is used at
least two ways in the New Testament: (1) organizatiomally, to refer to
a concrete assembly of the followers of Uod deseribing (a) ome congrega-

-/
George E. Ladd, Orucial Questions About the Kingdom of Ged
(Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1959), P. 1LL. ==




tiom (Matt. 18:17), (b) a group of congregatioms (Acts 2L:18), er

(s) all orgsnised groups, either of the theocratisc church in the wilder-
ness, the organized totality of Israel (Acts 7:138) or of the apestolie
churches of Christ (Rem. 16:16); (2) organically, teo refer to ths genm~
eral assembly or wniversal household of God, that is, te all believers.

Imminence. The meaning of imminsnce applies to an event that is
threatening or promising te occour lmmediately. For the purposes of this
study, it will have reference to the event of Christ's return (parousia,
Second Coming, Secomd Advent, Revelation, and Rapture).

Revelation., Usually, "Revelation"” is comsidered to be the latter
part of the two phases of Christ's return. Many times, as in this
paper, it is called the "pargusia,” "Second Advent," "3econd Coming" or
"Blessed Hope." The distinctive fasctor is that it refers spescifically
te a downmward movement of Christ to the earth and a revealing of the Sem

of man,

Rapture. The word, "rapture," comes from the Latin rendering of
“oanght wp® (raplemur).’® Its usage in this favestigatiom is to des~
eribe the event by which the saved, who are alive at Chrisi's return,
are tramslated into the resmrrectiom of life without passing through
death, A synonymous texrm is "translation.® The Rapture, or transla~
tion, is usially considered to be the wpwerd movement of believers as at

10zeerge E. Ladd, Jesus Christ in History (Chicage: Intervarsity
m, 1%3), p. 57' 4 —u&-*-——m



Christ's return, Many (post-tribulationists especially) comsider this
to be an event vhich will take place simultameously with the Revelation
of Christ.

e Tribulation. Within premillermialism the expressioms, "“the
Tridulation” and "the Oreat Tribulation,” are umally considered to be
synonymous and mean an umequalled peried of suffering for humanity, at
least a portiom of which will be administersd by Antichrist. In the
majority of cases (the pre-tribulatiom view), the Tribulation conveys
the theught of seven specific years of sorrow and persecution which
tmmediately precede the millexmium,

Antichrist. The title which is usually given to the last great
adversary of Christ that shall appear im the trilmlatiom period is Anti-
christ, For same, this will mean a distinet but dominating persom,
while for others, it means a supreme world system vhich iz in oppositiom
to Christ,

Pre~tribmlationism. The rapture view whioh holds the Tribulation
to be an event which follows the Rapture of the Church from the earth la
known as pre~tribulationima.

Mid-tribulationiem. The mid-tribulatim rapture view is essen~
tially the same position as pre-tribulatiomism, with the exception that
the interval of time between the Lerd's coming for His saints (Rapture)
and His eoming with them (Revelation) is shortensd (usually by three



and one-half ywa).n

Post~tribulationime. The rapture view which holds that Christ
returns at the close of the Great Tribulatiom period, raptures His
Chnroh, and then immedistely reveals Himself with His Church to the
world is called post-tribulationism,

IIX. CHGANIZATION OF THE REMAINIER OF THE THESIS

Three of the remaining chapiers of this thesis inelude the pre-
sentations and discussion of the selacted premillermial views. The
threse premillennial rapture visws selected for discussion in this paper
are: Pre-tribulationiem, Resstiomary Post-tribulationism and Classical
Post~tribulationism. The natuwre of each pesition and seriptural basis
of each positiom will be set forth along with ebjections and comclu-
sions,

A final chepter is a sumary of the paper followed by scme prac-
tical conclusions. An amnotated bibliegraphy of all books examined by
the anthor that have had any immediate influence upon this study has
been included. Charts have also been imeluded in the Appendix, in
order that the clearest possible understanding might be obtained.

The Biblical text employed throughout this study is that of the
American Standard Versiom of 1901,

B pecause mid-tribulationim was censidered by so many soholars
to be essen the same as pre~tribulationism, it was not specific-
ally considered this study. Another factor was the small amount of
materisl available which mupported this view, especially within the
time limitation of this ressarch.



CHAPTER II
PRE-TRIBULATIONISM AS REPRESENTED BY JOHN F. WALVOORD
I. THE NATURE OF PRE-TRIBULATIONISM

The pre-tribulation interpretation regards the coming of the Lord
and the tramslation of the Church as occurring immediately before the
fulfillment of Daniel's prophecy of a final seven-year period before the
Second Advent. Based on a literal interpretation of Dsnisl's prophecy,
1t is held that there has beemn no fulfillment of Daniel 9:27 in history;
therefore, it foretells of & future period, familiarly called "the Tri-
bulation.” ¥At the translation, before the seven years, Christ will
return to meet the church in the air; at ths second advent, after the
seven years, Christ will return with His Church from heaven to establish
His millernial reign on earth,"t In one of Walvoord's writings, he
sxpresses the mature of pre-tribulationism in what he calls a "Calendar
of Future Events." First, he 1ists the present age which includes three
areas: (a) the gathering together of a clmrch from both Jews and Cen~
tiles (Matt. 16118, Eph. 5:25-27), (b) the progress of Christendom
(Matt, 13), and (c) the growing apostasy (II Tim, 3:13). The next eveni
is the imminent translation of the Church (I Thess. ki, I Cor. 3:11-15,
1515152, II Cor. 5:10-11, John 1413). The third event is the seven-
tieth week of Daniel (Dan. 9127, Esek. 36-39, Rev. 13). The judgment of

1
John P, Walvoord, The s Question (Pinlay, Chio: Dunham
Publishing Company, 19570, Do ? . ’
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of the living Gentiles follows next (Matt. 25:31-46), and then comes the
regathering and judgment of Israel (Ezek. 20334~38). The sixth event is
the millennisl reign of Christ (Rev. 20:4~6), which is followed by the
final great white throme judgment (Rev. 20111-15). The final event is
the coming of the new heaven and earth (Rev. ZLil, II Pet. 3112).2

Ths most important factor about the nature of pre-tribulationism,
as far as this study is concermed, is the chromological placement of the
translation or Rapture of the Church. The scriptural basis upon which
such a conclusion rests is the next subject of comsideration.

II, THE SCRIPTURAL BASIS OF THE PRE~-TRIBULATION RAPTURE

In representing the pre~tribulational positiom, Walvoord has set
forth,momofhum,uwaafmyugumu3torthupmu-
ular view of the Rapture, . It seems that for the purposes of this study,
however, six pincipsl reasons for the translation of the Church will be
sufficient. They are as follows: (1) the doctrine of imminency,

(2) the nature of the Church, (3) the mature of the Tribulation, (L) the
removal of the Holy Spirit, (5) the necessity of an interval between the
cranslation and the Secend Coming, and (6) the comntrast between the

translation and the Second Caming., Only the soriptural basis of these

reasons will be censidered.

2valvoord, The Return of the Lord, pp. 19-20, 22-26,

%muﬂn.{sd these fifty arguments, see Appendix B of J.
Barton Payne's book, The Imminent Appearing of Christ, pp. 177-161.




12
The Dootrins of Imminency
In soripturally supporting this distinctive of pre-tribulation-
lmm, Walvoord provides many references. Thoss set forth here, however,
are only representative passages. "The hope of the returm of Christ to
take the saints to heaven," says Walvoord, "is presented in Jobn 1k as
an imminent hope."h
Let not your heart be troubled: bYelieve in God, believe also in
me. In my Father's house are many mansions; if it were mot so, I
would have told yous for I go to prepare a place for you. And if I
gamdmapweror_m,lmagam, andwill me&vomg
unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. (John lh1l-3)
He feels that the imminemcy of this passage is evident from the
fact that there are no teachings of intervening events, nor are the
prospects of being taken to heaven at the coming of Christ qualified by
signs or prerequisite &mtsaé Also the comfort which ths teaching
expressss 13 viewed to be a significant factor in its emphasis wpan the
isminemoy of Christ's return.!
In addition to the exhortation of Jolm 1j:1-3, the charge,
"herefore comfort one another with these words" (I Thess., L:18), could
only be for those who had been taught an imminent hope. "In I Thessa-

lonians 1:10, they are described as those who 'wait for his Som from

h‘hlm@l’d’ The ;R_&Ehm Queation, p. 78.

5mmrummdmzmnbm1mmmmmm
American Standard Versiom, 1901.

6W1Wd, go m., w. 78"79.

Tn4,



13
heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, who delivered us from

the wrath to cane."s

The word "wait" is in the presemt temse. They had turned to God
in one aet, but there remained the constant, day by day expectation.
In other words, they were constantly looking for the return of the
Lord, the coming of the Lord for His saints.?

It is the opinion of Walvoord that most of the immediate signifi-
cance of the Church's hops would be lost if the coming of Chriat was
impossible until they had passed through the tribulation period. Fer
example, in I Thessalonians 5:6, the Church is exhorted to "watch and be

sober®; therefore, such a command is unrealistic if the coming of Christ

was greatly removed from their axpectatim.m

In Titus 2:13, our future hope is described as "looking for the
blessed hope and appearing of the glory of the great Ged and owr
Savior Jesus Christ." While the appearing of ths glory of Christ to
the world and to Israsl will not be fulfilled until the second com~
ing to establish the kingdom om earth, the church will see the glory
of Christ when she meets Kim in the air. This i3 the express teach~
ing of I John 3:12: “But we lmow that, whem he shall appear,
shall be like him; for we shall see him as he 1s" (A. V.). Again,
it 1s difficult to meke realistic a command to "look™ for the glory
of Christ if . . . the event is separated from us by great trisls
and peﬁ'amtim which in all probability would cause cur destruc-
tion,

The exhortation of I John 3:3, "And every man that hath this hope
purifieth himself, even as he is pure," has its most significance if

81v1d., p. 80.

9john ¥. Walveord, The Thessalonian Epistles (Fimlay, Ohior Dun-
ham Publishing Cempany, 19557, p. 10,

10ya1voerd, The Rapture Questioen, p. 80.
bid., p. 81,
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Christ's coming is imeinent.}? Upon this evidence the conclusion is

that *the teaching of the coming of the Lord for the church is always

presented as an imminent event . . .“13

The Nature of the Church
The important role the msaning of ths Charch plays in pre-tribu~
lationism is expresssd by Walveoord in the following statement:

The premillemnial system of interpretation has especially relied
upon & proper understanding of the dostrine of the chureh as & body
distinet from Israsl and from saints in general. What is essentisl
t0 premillemialism becomes an indispensable foundatiom in the study
of pre-tribulationism. It is safe to say that pre-~tribulationism
depends upon a particular definition of the church, and any consi-
deration of pre-tribulationism which does not take tﬁs najor factor
into consideration will be largely beside the point.

The pre-tribulation definition of the Church, according to Wal-
voord, is that soclesia, or the Church, "is never used /in the New Tes~
tament / of an assembly or body of saints except in reference to saints
of the present age.™> "Ths teashing that the body of Christ in the New
Testament is a ssparate entity," says he, "is supported by the predic-
tive statement of Christ in Matthew 16:18: ‘upon this rock I will build
my church.' The figure of speech rests upon a concept of a future
under-taking, "6

12_1_79__3.9_., p. 196.
13&}&., p. 81.
H‘Ib_____ld., p. 18.
151:33_._4;. s P. 21,
Yrpi4., p. 22.
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Pentecost marks the begimming of the body of Christ, or the
Shurch., The Israslites who were saved under the old ecomomy and liv-
ing at the time of Pentecost are placed within the body of Christ, in
the opinion of Walvoord.l?

He i3 also persuaded that specific promises have heen made to
the Charch which will necessitate its removal from the earth befors
the Tribulation. One such promise is that the Church is to be "saved
from wrath" (Rom, 5:9, I Thess. 1:9-10, 519). The following is a
statement by Walvoord regarding I Thessalonians 519, in partisular:

This passage of Sexipture teaches that Christ is coming for His

chureh before the Day of the Lord begins, before the day of trouble
lation and all through the BIbls overtakes the
world,

“The church therefore camnot enter ‘the great day of their
wrath! (Rev, 6:17)."7 The Chureh, according to I Thessalonians 5tli,
is not to be overtaken by the Day of the Lord, which Walvoord equates
with the Tribulation, as will be noted later. The specific promise to
the church of Philadslphia (Rev, 3:10) that they would be kept from the
hour of temptation is also lifted out as evidemce for the Rapture of
the Chwxeh before the Tribulation.

An additional factor which Walvoord thinks to be significant in
this area is "the characteristic of divine dealing to deliver believers

yaivoord, The Rapture Questien, p. 23.
18yalvoard, The Thessalonian Epistles, p. 86.
Vimlveord, The Rapture Question, p. 19k.
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before & divine judgment is inflicted upon the world as illustrated in
the deliversace of Noah, Lot, Rahab, etc. (II Pet. 2:6w9),nZ°

He also regards the Seriptures as clearly teaching that all the
Chureh will be raptured at the coming of Christ for the Church (I Cor.
15s51~52, 1 Thess. lul?).zl To establish this point, Walvoord smpha-
sises the fact that "there is no reference to the church as the body and
bride of Christ im any of the itribulation passages, Believers in the
tribulation are referred to only by gemeral terms such as saints and the
elect~-terms used for believers all through the Bible. Thus in Revela-
tion, Chapter L~19, describing the tribulatiom, there is no mention of
the church as & bedy of bcliﬁml."za

"The real issus,” says Walvoord, "is whether Jews and Gentiles
are presented as the same body in the Old Testament."® It is his opin-
iom that a literal interpretation of the Old Testament strictly main-
tains the distinction between Jow and Oentile.zh In illustrating this,
Walvoord uses three features which he feels are distinctive to the
Church. The first is the imdwelling presence of Christ evidenced by
Colossians 1:26-27: "Even the mystery which hath been hid fer ages and

generationss but now hath it been manifested to his saints, te whom God

2044,
2l1pid, s Po 195,
22Halword, The Return of the Lord, p. 83.

23Htlvoord, The Rapture Questiom, p. 30.
thb:ld., pP. 31-32.
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was pleased to make known what is the riches of the glory of this mys-
tery among the Gentiles, vhich is Christ in you, the hope of glory:"e>

The second is the promise ef the tramslation of the Church,
which the 0ld Testament believers never received (I Cor., 15151~52, I
Thess. h:l3-18).26 A third distinctive of the Clmreh which Old Testa-
ment believers did not have is the relationship of Christ, the bride-
groom, to the Chmroh, the bride (Eph. 5:22-23).27 Although Walvoord
recognises the historical allegory of the book of Hosea, which declares
Israel to be the wife of Jehovah, he, nevertheless, contends that "the
new relationship to Christ, comtemplated in the bride figure, is dis-
tinet from anything anticipated in the Old Testament and further sub-
stantiates the distinetive character of bellevers in the present age."zs

Another significant factor is that "mone of the truths discussed
as distinctive of the chureh are found in the description of saints in
the tribulation. Never are tribulation saints referred to a&s a chursh,
or as the body of Christ, or as indwelt by Christ, or as subject to
translation or as the bri.ds."29

1t 1s, therefore, concluded on the basis of the usage of the

word, ecclesia, in the New Testamemt, the specific promises to the

%Ibid,
2 id., pp. 34-36,

2T1p44., p. 37.
Pmid., p. 38.

21v4d., p. 39.
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Church, and the obvicus contrasts in the character of the Church to
believers in the Old Testament ex the futurs millemmium, that the body
of bolievers in the present age which composes the Church has a distinet
place in Ged's plan and program, and as such it may be expested that God
will fulfill His program by translating the Chmrch out of the earth
before the Tribulation.>’

The Nature of the Tribulation

Pre-tribulationism, as represented by Walvoord, maintains the
seripturel distinction between the Great Trilulation and tribulatien in
goneral.

The Seriptures teach plainly . . . that in sharp contrast to the
general tribulation, which all may expect, a future pericd of unpre~
cedented tribulation is in prospect which will overshadow and be
distinct from all previous times of trouble.

This unprecedented tribulation Walvoord equates with “the day of
the Lerd" in the Old Testament. Cemmenting on Revelation 6116-17, he
says, "The ploture we have here of the great tribulation, the time of
trouble on the earth, is identical to the picture of the Old Testament
revelation of the begimnings of the Day of the Lord,">?

According to his view, the Great Tribulation passages in the Old
and New Testamemts reveasl "a twofold purpose in the time of great tribu.

lation: (1) to btring to conclusion 'the times of the Gentiles' (Luke

30valveord, The Rapture Question, pp. 38-39.
3l1bid., pp. L2-3.
32alvoord, The Thessalonian Epistles, p. 80.
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21524)s (2) to prepare for the restoration and the regathering of Israel
in the millermial reign of Christ following the second advent.">> In
sustaining these conclusions, Walvoord presents the following major tri~
bulation passages: "But from themce yo shall seek Jehovah thy God, and
thou shalt find him, when thou searchest after him with all thy heart
and with all thy soul. Vhen thou art im tribulation, and all these
things are come upon thee, in the latter days thou shalt return to Jeho-
vah thy God, and hearken wnto his voice:" (Deut. 4:129-30).

This first o?m to the trihu%ati.m brigg: out the special
relationship of this peried to Imrael . . . . obvious purpose of
this spiritual swakeming lghm of preparation of Israsl for the
coming millennial kingdom.

All the main elements of the Tribulation are mentioned in Jere-
miah 30sl-11:

And these are the words that Jehovah spake comcerning larael amd
comcerning Judah, For tlus saith Jehovah: We have heard a voice of
trembling, of fear, and net of peace. Ask ys now, and ses whether a
man doth travail with child: wherefore do I see every man with his
hands ot his loins, as a woman in travall, and all faces are twrned
inte palemess? Alas! for that day is great, so that none is like
it: it is even the time of Jacob's trouble; but he shall be saved
out of it., And it shall come to pass in that day, salth Jehovah of
hoats, that I will break his yoke from off thy neck, and will burst
thy bondss and strangers shall no more make him their bondman; but
they shall serve Jehovah their God, amd David their kinmg, whom I
will raise up unto them, Therefore fear thou not, O Jacodb my ser-
vant, saith Jehovah; neither be dismayed, O Israsl: for, lo, I will
save thee from afar, amnd thy seed from the land of their captivity;
and Jacob shall retwrn, and shall be qulet and at esse, and nons
shall make him afraid. For I am with thee, salth Jehovah, te save
theet for I will make a full emd of all the nations whither I have
scattered thee, but I will not make a full end of thee; but I will

33Valvoord, The Rspture Questiem, p. L3.
BthMO’ p. hhq
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correct thee in measure, and will in no wise leave thee unpunished.
Other passages are: Daniel 7:7-8, 19-27, 9:27, 11136-45, 12:11-~
13; Joel 2:1-11, 28-32; Zephanish 1:l4~18, and Zecharish 13:8-11;:2.35
In the New Testament passages, Matthew 2:15-30, I Thessalonians
5:1-11 and II Thessalonians 2:1-12, the theme of the Great Tribulation
is continusd and enlarged. The reference in Matthew confirms the sams
majer elements found in the (Old Testament passages. The Thessalmian
passages reveal this te be a period which will be dominated by "the man
of sin," and for those walking in darimess there will be sudden des-
truction. "While the tribulation period is charasterized by wickedness
and apostasy it will nevertheless be a period of great harvest of
souls.“36
"fhe major Seripture portiom in the New Testament," says Wal-
voord, "on the tribulation is the Book of Revelation, chapters L~l19. "37
The Book of Revelation reveals the same major elements found in
other passages on the tribulation in the Old and New Testament.
The period is revealed to deal with Isrsel primarily and is speci-
fically "the time of Jacob's trouble." Attention is also givem in
these chapters to the climactic character of the times of the Gen-
tiles., In chapter nineteen the ultimate downfell of all Gentile
mer%gtrmdtethepermla&mtmtﬁhﬂattomignmrm
world.

An observation which Walvoord views to be highly significant at

5rb1d., pp. h5-b6.

3 john ¥, valvoord, The Holy Spirit (Wheston, Tllinois: Van Kam-
pen Press, 1951), p. 228.’ - '

3Tvalvoord, The Rapture Questiom, p. LB.
Briq,
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this point is that nons of the Old Testament or New Testament passages
which refer to the Tribulation mention the Church, including Revelation
b19.%

Having set forth these passages which show the purpose of the
Tribulation is to purge and judge Iarael and to punish and destroy the
Gentils power, as well as indicating the absence of the Church during
this period, Walvoord concludes that the nature of the Tribulation, as
revealed in Scripture, constitutes an important argument supporting pre-

tribulationim.m
The Holy Spirit

"The chief proof text concerning the return of the Holy Spirit
to beaven s found in IT Thessalonisns 216-8, . . ,"i

And now ye know that which restraineth, to the end that he may be
revealed in his own season. For the mystery of lawlessness doth
already work: omly there is eme that restrainsth now, until he be
taken out of the way. Andthenshallbsmthelamlmm,
whom the Lord Jesus shall slay with the breath of his meuth, and
hringtewught by the manifestation of his coming; (II Thess., 2:

[ ]

£

One of the principal diffioculties of this passage is the change
in gender from the nsuter in verse §, "that which restraineth,” te the
masculine in verse 7, "ome that restraimeth.” It is the opiniom of Wal-
voord that this is easily explainsd by two possibilities. The gender

3%rp14., p. 193.
%M:’ Ps T2,
m'Il:oi.o:l,, p. 8k,
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change may be for the purpose of indicating the difference between the
power of Ood in general as a restraining foree and the person of the
restrainer. The other possibility is that the changs in gendsr is a
recognition of the fact that pneums, the word spirit in Greek, is gram-
matically neuter but sometimes regardsd as masculine (Jolm 15326, 16¢
D—lh.Eph.hl}-lh).hz

Hs belleves there is more evidence, however, which provides the

only adegquate answer,

The ultimate decision on the reference to the restrainer goes
bask to the larger question of who after all is capable of restrain-
ing sin to such an extent that the man of sin camnot be revealed
until the restraint is removed. The doctrine of divine providenze,
ths evidence of Seripture that the Spirit characteristically
restrains and strives against sin (Gen. 6:3), and the teaching of
Sariptare that the Spirit is resident in the world and indwalling
the clurch in a special sense in this age combine to point to the
Spirit of God as the only adequate answer to the pro of identi-
fication of the restrainer.h3

Upon accepting the Holy Spirit as the restrainer, this passage
reveals the following chromology: (1) the restrainer is now engaged in
restraining sin, (2) the restrainer will be taken away st a future point
of time, (3) then the man of sin can be revealsd. Since this order of
events requires the removal of the Spirit, it likewlse requires the
removal of the Church because the Spirit of God indwells the Church.

Although Walvoord believes the Holy Spirit will be withdrawm dur-
ing the tridulation period, he alsc feels it is essemtisl that the Holy

Y2ydvoerd, The Rapture Question, p. 86,
Wrad., pp. 86-87.



23
Spirit minister during this period.’® It is his understanding that the
Holy Spirit's ministry in the Tribulation will follow a pattern of the
period before Pant-aooa‘b.w While this evidence is recognized by Wal-
voord as debatable without other seriptural evidence, he, neverthsless,
comsiders it to be a confirmation of the pre-tribulation Rapture of the
clm.z'tsh.l16

The Necsssity of Intervening Events

Walvoord is of the opinion that related Seriptures demonstrate
that an interval of time between the translation of the Clmrch and the
coning of Christ is necessary because of certain events which mst take
place, He has arranged his argument under four lines of evidence:

(1) intervening events in heaven, (2) intervening events on earth,
(3) the nature of the judgment of Isrmel, and (L) the mature of the
Judgment of the Gentiles.

Regarding the first category, intervening events in heaven, the
character of the judgment described in II Corinthians 5:10 and I Corinth-
imns 311Li-15 seams to set it apart from judgments oscurring at the Sec-
ond Advent. Another evidence is found in Revelation 1916-8, where the
"wife" of the Lamb is declared to be arrayed "in fine linem, bright and
puares for the linen is the rightecusness of the saints" (Rev. 19:8).

Whyarvoord, me Holy spirit, p. 228.
hs&h;lvoord, The Rapture Question, p. 88.
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Cbviously, those in heaven are already translated or resurrected and
their righteous acts rewardsd. There is also indication that the mar-
riasge itself has taken place. "If the ehurch," says Walvoord, "is to
be judged, rewarded, and joined to Christ in the symbel of merriage
before the second advent, an interval of time is required."s!
Another factor which appears to necessitate an interval of time
between the Rapture and the Revelation is the soriptural emphasis on
the people of the millemmium., The description found in Isaiah 65:20-
25 1s obviously people who have not been translated or resurrected.

There shall be no more thence an infant of days, nor an old man
that hath not filled his days; for the child shall die a hundrsd
years old, and the simmer being a hundred years old shall be
accursed, And they shall bulld houses, and inhabit them; and they
shall plant vineyards, and eat the fruit of them. They shall not
build, and another inhabit; they shall not plant, and another eat:
for as the days of a tree shall be the days of my people, and my
chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands, They shall not
laber in vain, nor bring forth for calamitys for they are the seed
of the blessed of Jehovah, and their offspring with them. And it
shall come to pass that, before they call, I will answer; and
while they are yet speaking, I will hear. The wolf and the lamb
shall feed together, and the liom shall eat straw like the ox; and
dust shall be the serpent's food, They shall not hurt nor destroy
in all my holy mountain, saith Jehovsh. (Isa. 65120-25)

The best answer, according te Walvoord, is to have the Chmrch
translated before the Tribulation peried; therefore, allowing ample
time for a new gemeration of believers to come into existence from Jew-
ish and Cemtils background to qualify for entrance into the millemmial

kingdom at the Second Coming of cwm."a

h7Ibm.’ Pe 91,
WBrnsd., p. 9k.
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It is also believed by Walvoord that two major judgments which
relate to the emtire humsn race and take place in comnection with the
establishment of the kingdom confirm his conclusion, that an interval
of time is necessary between the translation of ths Ohurch and the
Revelation of Christ.

Be finds in the judgment of Israel, ag described ia Esekisl 20:
34-38, indication of a regathering of Israsl which will take comsider-
able time, The details of the passage also reveal that this Judgment
deals with Israslites still in the flesh.'?

The second judgment passage is the one in Matthew 25:31-465,
which deseribes the judgment of the Genmtiles. Several facts are lifted
out a8 demonstrative evidence that this is an entirely differemnt event
than the tramslation of the Chureh. First, "it ocours after the second
advent and after a thrane is set up in the earth."’ "Tuis judguent
alse distingnishes the individuals imvolved on a racial basis, The
"tretiren’ refers to Isrsel., The 'natioms' refers to non-Israslites."Si
In comtrast to this, there 1s no racial distinction at the translation.
Another factor of difference 48 that the reward given to believers at
the judgment of the Gentiles is the privilege of entering the millemmial
kingdem. Christisns of this age, however, are never brought into judg-

h%umlvoord, The Rapture Question, pp. 95-96.
50mba., p. 9.
Slibsd.
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ment relative to entrance into the millemnial kingdom,52
Walvoord, therefire, concluded that "at every peint of compari-
son the evidence points to the tramslation of the church as a prier
event utterly different in character and which requires an interval of
same years between it and the judgments of Tsreel and the Gemtiles.®>>

The Translation snd the Second Goming Comtrasted

The sixth and final principal argument for the pre-tribulation
view of the Rapture may have been cbvigus in the preceding arguments,
but not emphasised as a basis within itself for the suppert of pwre-
tribulationism. In the opinion eof Walveord, the contrast between the
coming of Christ "lor" His Church and "with” His Church merits state-
ment as another evidence for the translation of the Church before the
Tribulatiom.

In the Scriptures in genmeral and in Thessalonians particularly a
contrast is drawn between the coming of Christ for His chumreh,
which is pictured in I Thessalonians 4, and the coming of Christ to
set up His millemmial kingdem. At His coming for His olmrch,

' o0 I Thessalonians L113-18, the dead in Christ will rise
first and living Christisne will be canght up to be with the Lord.
It is revealed in John 1l that after the church is translated
Christ will take her to heaven to be with the Father in ths Father's
houss in the place vhich Christ bas prepared.,

In The Return of the Lord, by Walvoord, the follewing eight spe-

cific contrasts of the translation and the Second Coming are listed:

S2rped.
53%. s P. 100,

Lmlveord, The Thessalonisn Epistles, pp. 108-109.
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2.

3.

k.

S.

é.
7.

8.

Iransiation

Translation of all beslisvers
(I ms&. hxl}-la).

Tranelated saints go to
heaven (John 14).

Earth not judged (II Thess.
1:10).

Imminent.
Rot in the (ld Testament,

Belisvers enly.
Before the day of wrath.

¥o reference to Sstan.

111,

1.

2,

3.

l".

5.

6.
Ts

8.
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Second Ceming

No translation,

Translated saints retum to
the earth.

Earth judged and righteous-
ness ostablished (Matt. 25).

uding
(II Thess. 2:3).

Pradicted often in 0ld Tes-
tanent.

Affects all men.

Concluding the day of
wrath.

Satan bmmd.ss

These six prineipal arguments, here presemted, represemt the
soriptural bases of pre~tribulationism.

OBJECTIONS TO PRE~TRIBULATIONISM

This seotion of the study has been included in an effort to be

intellectually honest amd fair to those who would "disagree agreeably.”
In the expressions which follow, dispensationalism is to be equated
with pre~tribulatiomism,

General Objections

"The most common charge," sccording to Feimburg (a dispensation-

tion pps%%eﬁ pp. 108, 109, 118-121, and Walveord, The Rapture Ques-
i ?
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alist), "is its alleged mewness cr recent almme.z'l-'.a:c.956 In the evalu-
ation of this pesitien by J. Barton Payns, "the greatest single objec~
tim to dispemsational pre-tribulationism is that the Bible simply
dese not teash it."57 George Ladd agrees at this point.

Specific Objections

The more specific objections include those which imvolve the
interpretation of particular scripture passages. Ome writer points
out that Jesus does not tell how or when He will come in John 1h:l1-3,
thmmmulmanmomsmm.w In I Cor~
inthians 15152-53, there is no basis whatsoever for the suggestion that
only Christians will be able wmtmwdtmmttrmpet.sg
The prise Scripture on the Rapture, I Thessalonimms L:13-18, does not
teach a descent of the (:h:u:r.'tzh.60 Regarding II Thessalonisns 1:6-10,
Jesse W, Hodges makes this comment:

Both tribulation for the wicked and rest for the righteous will

be meted out by God when His som is revealed from heaven--not to

the righteous before Nis revelation Ws theorists say) and
then to the wicked a thousand years later.

sécharlaa L. Feinburg, Premillemnialism or Amillennialimm
(wheaton, I1linois: VanKampen PTess, 195L), p. 222.

57.! Barton P.
o ayne, The Imminent Appearing of Christ (Grand Rap-
idss Eerdmans, 1962), p.,33.

58Jesse . Hodges, Christ's Kingdom and Coming (Grand Rapide:
Eerdmans, 1957), p. 197.’ m ' = |

59_1_@1_2., p. 198,
601_‘3_“_;.’ PP» 198"199-
61_!};_1_4_., p. 200,
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Objectors to the pre~tribulationists' chlef proof text for

removing the Holy Spirit (II Thess. 2:1-8) observe that who or whatever
the hindrance to the schemes of the wicked is in this passage, is just
not named, The basis upon which pre~tribulationists conclude the
restrainer to be the Holy Spirit is purely inference. This same basis
is used to establish the removal of the Hely Spirit from the world with
theaamme!thacmehbafmmrﬂbﬂatm.& The evidence from
the book of Revelatlion regarding the absence of the Church after chap-
ter three is trmues but proves little. Israel is not mentioned by name
from Revelation 7:l~21:12, though pre-tribulationists find comstant
reference to it. T"Apparvently," writes Payne, "the absence of ekklesia
i8 not so crueisl after all (!), and modern Darbyite leaders are ceming
to admit that the lack of the word ‘church' in Revelation 6-19 is not
sufficient te establish the pre-tribulationist view,">

Ockengsa states that one of the stumbling blocks to his pre-

tribulation eschatology was this fact:

The Jews will accomplish evangslization of the wurld after the
chrch is raptured, which commission (Matt. 28:118+20) the church
could not and did not do in all its hietery. Moreover, this will
be dome after "the Holy Spirit in the church is taken out of the
way" (ef. Scofield Bible, note page 1272). Is it conceivable that
the Jews without the Pentecostal presence and power of the Holy

Spirit will do duwring the tribulatiom what the charch in Holy
Spirit power could not do in 2,000 years

621034, p. 202.

63?‘1”. Imminent Appearing, p. 8l.

Slparold J, Ockenga, *Will the Clureh Go Through the Trilulation?
Yes!" Christian Life, 16166, February, 1955.
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The Most Important Objection

"The real objection," says Payne, "of dispensationalists to the
church's going through the great tribulation reasts upon philosophical
grounds . . . and springs from . . . the relationship of the church te
Israel. "65 "Modern scholars who have reactsd against dispensational-
ism have stated that ecclesislogy / the doctrine of the Church 7 is the
most important reason for pre-tribulationism, w56 The dsfenders would
agree that the rapture question is determined more by ecclesiology than
mhatolngy.67

when pre~tribulationiste question how the New Testament can
legitimately speak of the ancient Israel as a part of the ekklesia,
organically related to Christ (Heb. 2:12), ome mmst remember that the
Old Testament saints were individually born sgain and indwelt by the
Holy Spirit just as the New Testament sainta (Ezek, 36:25-28, of. John
3:10).

Iv. CONCLUSION

The evidence of these objections tends to indicate that pre-
tribulation dispensationalism's redefinition of the "Blessed Hope! is
not legitimate. Ingenious as it is, and with all its populsar following,
it is not Biblical. Its develomment is due primarily to the philoseph~

65?%, Imminent Appearing, p. 123.
66Ib1d., p. 124,
67-1.‘33&0’ cf. mmd’ % &WQ g&ﬂtm’ Ps 19.
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ical presuppositions of the Darbyist Movement. One of these presuppo-
sitions was a rigorous futurimm in prophetic interpretation and another
was the relatiomship of the Church to Israel. The author is unable to
aceept this view bacause of thess presuppositions which lsad to a
deductive, rather than an imdustive, method of exegesis.

Agreement is also impossidble at same specific points of pre-
tribulationisn's eeclessiology (destrine of the Church) and pneumatol-
ogy (dootrine of the Holy Spirit). Defining the Church as cnly refer~
ring to the saints of this age (as Walvoord does) is not in agreement
with the total meaming of ths Greek noun, ekklesia, "assembly" (usually
translated church). Such a definition tends to limit ones conmoept of
the Church as a universal body of believers throughout history. Sep-
arating Israel from the Church on the ground that the Church began at
Pentecoet appears to segmsnt the tetal plan of redemption. Disagree-
ment is also inevitable between this writer and the pre~tribulation
position relative to the removal of the Holy Spirit. Since the chief
proof text (II Thess. 2:6-8) of this position is so debatable ameng
scholars, ons should take great caution in accepting it as a conflmma-
tion of pre-tribulationism. If the pre-tribulation pneumatology is
accepted at this point, there are some definite problems relative to
the evangelisation of the world dwring the abssnce of the Holy Spirit,
&3 Ockenga has already pointed cut. Because of these peints of dis-
agreament, this writer canmot persomally accept the pre-tribulatiom
view of the Rapture as a true Biblical teaching. In the author's eval-
vation, pre-tritulationism iz one segment of a theory which has placed
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major emphasis upon minor, as well as controverslal teachings of the
Seriptures.

Furthermore, it has been the cbservation of many that pre-tribu-
lationism is probably still the most widely accepted view among evan-
gelicals. Although it is widely accepted, many of its advocates in
recent years have made concessions and some have utterly abamdomed the
position. Another indication of the decreasing pepularity of this
position may be the revision of the Schofield reference Bible, This
work is comsidered by some to be the chief instrumemt in popularising
pre-tribulationism. In the words of J. Barton Payms, " . . . one
senses that the leaders of the movement / dispemsatiomal pre-tribula-
tioniem 7 feel they are now fighting for its very mnm.“és

S%payme, Iminent Appesrisg, p. 39.



CHAPTER III
REACTIONARY POST-TRIBULATIONISM AS REPRESENTED BY QEORGE E. LADD
I. THE NATURE OF REACTICHARY POST-TRIBULATIONISM

As the title indicates, this view is the reactionary expression
against pre-tribulationisam. The primary difference is regarding the
question of whether or mot the Church will go through the Tribulatiom,
that is, whether the Rapture occurs at the beginning or at the closze of
the Tribulation. The preceding chapter represented the former view;
this chapter will seek to represent the latter view, namely, that Christ
will return at the close of the Great Tribulation peried, rapture His
Church, and immediately reveal Himself with His Churech te the world.

In the words of Dr. George E. Ladd, "The one question must be,
what does the Word of God teaoh?“l Pollowing this precedent the Bibli-

cal basis of this view will now be considered,
II. THE SCRIPTURAL BASIS OF REACTICNARY POST-TRIBULATIGNISM

Representing this particular positiom, Dr. Ladd has presented
his evidence supporting this view under six areas of thought. They are:
(1) the terms used in the New Testament to describe the Second Advent,
(2) the Mew Testament passages dealing with the Tribulation, Rapture,
and resurrection, (3) the main bases within Seripture upon which pre-

1George Ladd, The Blessed Hope (0rand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1956),
p. 1ll.
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tribulationism rests,> (L) the seriptural exhortation to watoh,

(%) Tribulation and wrath, and (6) the Church and Israel.

New Testament Terms Describing the Second Advent

Three words are employed in the New Testament to describe the
Second Advent. The first 1s parousia, which mesns "ooming," "arrival®
or "presence." Two passages illustrate this:

We that are alive, that are left umto the parousia of the Lerd,
shall in no wise precede them that are fallen asleep. For the Lord
himself shall descend from heaven, with a shout, with the voice of
the archangel, and with the trump of Ged: and the dead in Christ
shall rise first; then we that are alive, that are left, shall
together with them be caught up in the clouds to meet the Loxd in
the air; and so shall we ever be with the Lord (I Thess. L4:15-17).

And then shall be revealed the lawless one, whom the Lord Jesus
shall slay with the breath of his mouth, and bring to naught by the
nmenifestation of his parousia (II Thess, 2:8).

"One would naturally conclude," says Ladd, "by comparing the
verses jJust cited that the Rapture of the living saints, the resurrec-
tion of those who have died, and the judgment upon the Antichrist will
all take place at the same time, namely, at the parousia of Jesus at
the end of Tribulation.® The representative of this positiom would
also point out that it is at His parousia that Jesus will be accompa-
nied by all His saints (I Thess. 3:1.3).h

To those who would seek to translate parousia, "presence,” in

21h1s section seeks to reveal the possibility of other interpre-
tations from the same Scriptures used to support pre-tribulationism.

3Ladd, Ihe Blessed Hope, p. 63.
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these verses, Ladd is very much opposed. "It is not the 'presence’,"
says he, "so much as the ‘coming' of Christ which is required in the
verses we have just ds.scumdﬂ'g

A second word used to describe the Lerd's return is apokalypsis,

which means "Revelation.' In Paul's second letter to ths Thessalonians
(II Thess, 1:6-7), both recompense of affliction and of rest are stated
as simmltaneously ocourring "in the revelation of the Lord." To say
that the rest has already been received at a previous time is imposing
an sssumption on the verse which is conirary to the mrdlag.é Peter
employs this expression (1) to suggest that the fiery trial will be
ended only at the apocalypse of Christ (I Pet. L4:113), (2) to show that
one of the purposes of the apocalypse of Christ is to bring glory and
honor to His people because of their faith (I Pet. 1:7), and (3) to
assure believers that their hope of perfection in grace will be brought
to them at the Revelation of Jesus Christ (I Pet. 1:13).7 It is the
conclusion of Ladd that:

A1l of these promises direct our hope of the fullness of our
salvation not to the Rapture but to the Revelation of Christ., If
these two events are ome and the same, these verses are full
of meaning. If, however, these blessings are not received at the
Revelation but at an earlier Rapture, these verses are quite per-

plexing and diffionit. It is difficult to see how a distinctiom
can be made between these two events. The Revelation is comtimually

SMU P 650

6Ibid.' p. 66.

Trvid., p. 66-67.
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made the object of our 3 the Rapture must therefore occur at
the Revelation of Christ.

The third word which is used to describe Christ's Second Caming
is epiphaneia, which means "manifestation." Both pre~tribulationima
and reactionary post-tribulstionism are agreed upom the fact that this
word refers to the Revelation of Christ with His esaints at the emd of
the Tribulation to bring judgment upon the world. From II Timethy 4:8,
Dr, Ladd concludes that the epiphany is 2 time of reward for believers,
At this point, therefore, he disagrees with pre-tribulationism by place-
mmmtdmmtmmmmmmutmf
and concludes by saying, "The veoecabulary used of our Lord's return
finds no support for the idea of two comings of Christ or of two
aspects of His coming."L0

The Tribulation, Rapture, and Reswrrection

Considsration will now be given to the passages of Scripture
which deal with the Great Tribulation, the Rapture of the Church, and
the Resurrectiomn, to determine vhether or not the Rapiure and the Res-
wrrection ocour at the begimming of the Tribulatiom.

The Great Tribulation. Three passages are lifted cut by Dr.
Ladd in relation to the Great Tribulation. They are: Matthew 2h:h-31,
II Thessalonians 2, and Revelation 8-16, He observes in the first pas-

8Ladd, The Blessed Hope, p. 67.
mo’ Pe 68.
4., p. 70.
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sage that only verse 31 could refer to the Rapture. "And he shall send
forth his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather
together his elect from the four winds; from cne end of heaven to the
other (Matt. 24:31)." Some elements of similarity betwsem this verse
and Paul's teaching about the Rapture of the Church (I Thess. 4il6),
which Dr, Ladd mentions, are: (1) the preaence of angels, (2) the
sound of & trumpet, (3) the coming of Christ, and (L) the word “"gather
together” (episunago) im Matthew 24:21, which is the verb whose nowun
(episunagoge) 4s used in I Thessalonians 2:1.11 The point which this
passage illustrates, if this verse 31 is the Rapture of the Church, is
that a pre-tribulation Rapture is not taught in the Olivet Dlscourse.
Regarding the second passage (II Thess. 2), Dr. Ladd makes this comment:

The coming of Antichrist and the persecution which he will
inflict upon God's people are prophesied by Panl in II Thess, 2,
Nowhere does Paul say that the Rapture of ths Clmrch is to precede
these events . . .

On the comtrary, Paul writes as igh Christians needed to be
varned against the deception of the Antichrist, and he rejoices
that God has chosen them from the begirming to be saved {vs. 13),
not to perish through delusion by the Antichrist (vs. 10 £.). Ome
would naturally camcludes from reading Paul's word that the coming
of the Lord, our gathering together unto Him, and the day of the
Lwdmmmdthmmnﬁﬁhhvﬂlhpmwdedwmm
tasy and the Man of Lawleamnses.

The third passage dealing with the Great Tribulation is in the

book of Revelation, chapters § through 16, which tells of the appear-
ance of the Beast (Antichrist), the persecution he inflicts upon the

saints of God, the sounding of seven trumpets and the outpouring of the

Lrvid., p. 73.
lzm. ] ”0 73"71&-
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seven vials, which comstitute the Great Tribulation from the point of
view of the divine judgment on the world. "There is no pre-tridulation
raptare in this propheey,” says Ladd.’> On the basis of thess passages
which set forth the coming of Antichrist and the Great Tribulation, it
is evident that none of them assert that the Church will be raptured at
the begiming of the Tribulation.

The Rapture and the Tribulation. Only one passage in the Word
of God describes the Rapture by nams, It is the one in which Paul
wrote to the Thessalonimns who were concernsd about the fate of
believers who died before the coming of Christ.

For 4if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even zo them
also that are fallen asleep in Jesns will God bring with him, For
this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we that are alive,
that are left wnto the coming of the Lord, shall in no wise precede
them that are fallen aslesp. For the Lord himself shall descend
from heaven, with a shout, with the volce of the archangel, and
with ths trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise firsts
then we that are alive, that are left, shall together with them be
caught up in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the airt and so shall
we ever be with the Lord. (I Thess. Lit1h-17)

It ia pointed out by Ladd, regarding this passage, that the Rap-
ture spoken of here will occur at the parousia of Jesus. He states
further that the Rapture has two meanings: (1) "union with the Lord®
and (2) "the transformation of the bodies of living believers."ls The
former meaning is the thought he feels iz emphasized in the Thessalo-

nian epistle, A passage which would represent the second meaning of the

By aad, The Blessed Hope, p. 75.
%MQ’ P» 78:
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Rapture is I Corinthisns 15:51-52. Ladd is quick to point out that the
*mystery® reforred to in I Corinthians 15:51 4s "not the time of the
Rapture®™ but "the fact of the Rap‘bure."lg

The Resurrection and the Tribulation. It is the contention of
Ladd that Scripture spesks explicitly of a first resurrection at the
beginning of ths millennium and a second at the end of the millemnium
(Rev. 2014-15), but not of three resurrections as the pre-tribdulation-
ists believe. The differemce here is that pre-tribulationism divides
the firat resurrection into two perts; the first being the resurrection
of all saints which oocurs at the coming of Christ at the begimming of
the Tridulation, and the second being the martyr-resurrection at the
¢lose of the Tribulation. Ladd cannot subscribe to this view because
he feels "the one passage which explieitly locates the first resurrec-
tion is the prophecy in Revelation 20, and this is also the only pas~
sage which describes the resurrection of martyrs.™C This passage
gpeaks of two groups--those geated on thronss, and the martyrs. It is
the observation of Ladd that the subject of the verb in verse 4 (“"They

cams to life”) is both groups. Be, therefore, concludes "thers is no
mention or suggestion of a resurrection earlier than the gloriocus retwn
of Christ at the end of the Tribulation, and this paseage locates the
resurrection both of saints and martyrs at the Revelation of Ghri.s’o."u

151pid., p. 80.
61n44,, p. 83.
171p14,
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Some pre-tribulation verses. As the final point of this section
of his presentation, Ladd discusses three verses that are frequeatly
interpreted as teaching that the Church will be removed from the world
before the Tribulation ocours., The first of these is I Thessalonians
519, where Paul writes: ‘'For Ged appointed us not unto wrath, but unto
the obtaining of salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.” In Ladd's
opinion, all this verse asserts is that the Church will net f£all under
God's wrath. The wrath may not refer to the Tribulatiom at gll, dut to
God's wrath (Rom. 23h). ¥IZ it does imelude the Great Tribulation, the
verse neither asserts nor suggests that the Church will be removed from
the world; it is only promised deliverance . . . how the deliverance is
to be effected is not suggoafad."m
Another verse is Revelation 3110, which says, "Because thoun
didst keep the word of my patience, I also will keep thee fram the hour
of trial, that hour which i8 come upon the whole werld, to try them
that dwell upon the earth." The following are I, Ladd's comments:
This prophecy refers to the Great Pribulation, and it 1s directed
not against God'as people tut against the "earth dwellers." This
phrase is a recwrring one in the Revelation by which the author
designates the people of a godless society who have swrrendsred
themselves to the of Antichrist and who are to suffer the
wrath of Cod (d. 6310, 313, 11310, 13:8,11}. 1718). The W
of this verse, taken by itsslf, could be interpreted te teach com-
plete escape from the coming hour of Iribulation. The language is,
"I will keep thee out of the hour of trial" (teres ek).
~ This langusge, neither asserts nor de the idea of
bodﬂyrmﬂm&hanidatgfthaommgwm...[‘mcme]
precissly the same words are used by owr Lord in His prayer that

God would keep His disciples "out of the evil" (Terssas ek tou
ponerou, John 17:15), In our Lord's prayer, there is mo idea of

181044, The Blessed Hope, pp. 8k-85.
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bodily removal of the diseiples from the evil world but of preser-
myampmrateﬂlmmm;ym in its very pre-

The third verse that is frequently interpreted as teaching the
bodily deliverance from the Tribulation is Luke 21:36: "But watch ye
at every ssason, making supplication, that ye may prevail to escape all
these things that shall come to pass, and stand bafere the Son of Man."
The phrase, "all these things," is not interpreted by Ladd as referring
to everything that will ocour during the Great Tribulatiom. It is his
conviction that this verse (Luke 21:36) is not a parallel to Matthew
2i:21 £., which describes the persecution of Antichrist during the
Great Tribulation, but Matthew 24129-30, which deseribes the judgment
which will sccompany the appearing of the Som of man at the end of the
Trihulatim.m It is, therefore, a promise that God's people will not
be subjected to the divine jJudgmemts which will £all wpem an evil world
at the Second Advent of Christ,

Upon campleting this survey of psssages, lLadd concludes,
"Howhere is the Rapture placed before the Tribulation. On the con-
trary, problems of exegesis are frequently ralsed if it is assumed that
the Rapture precedes the Tribulatiem,®:

The Main Soriptural Bases of Pre~tribulationism
One argument which reactionary post-tribulaticnism has used to

1om4., p. 85.

204d., p. 87.
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suppert its views has been to take the very Scriptures used by pre-
tribalationism and show the possibilities of other interpretatioms,
The most prominent points examined ares (1) Christ's coming for and
with His saints, (2) the Day of Christ and the Day of the Lord, (3) the
removal of the Holy Spirit, and (L) the teachings of the Revelaticn.

Coming for and with the saints. A phrase cammonly vsed in sus-
taining pre~txibulationism 48 that Christ's coming will be "for His
saints" and "with His saints.” This is based on I Thessaloniams 3:13,
where Paul spoke of the parousia of the Lord Jesus with all His saints.
The argument is that it is impossible for Christ to come with His
saints if He has not coms previously for them. One reasom for not
accepting this view is that the word, "saints," means "holy ones" and
may not refer to man at all. Ladd, howsver, does feel the phrase
refers to men but seeks to associate it with the event described in I
Thessalonians L:1li: "For if we beliove that Christ died and rose agaim,
even 0 them slso that are fallen asleep in Jesus will CGod bring with
him.® “"This '‘coming with Christ'," says he, "is simultanecus with the
Rapture and the Resurrection . . . sud is not an event which will oceur
at & comsiderable time after the Rapture,"?2

Doy of Christ, Day of the Lord. It 1s maintained by some pre-
tribulationists that "the Day of Christ” and “the Day of the Lord” are
two different days. Because of the warning Panl gives in I Thessslo-

221544, The Blessed Hops, p. 91.
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nians 512-9, Ladd feels believers are to see that day, and if so, the

2
wucmutmdmwdtheLwdmsymmma.B

Removal of the Holy Spirit. Another basis for a pre~tribulation
Rapture of the Clureh is the olaim that I Thessalonimns 2:6,7 teaches
that the Holy Spirit is te be takenm out of the world before the Tribu-
lation begins, and since the Holy Spirit indwells the Church, it must
be concluded that the Church will be taken ocut of the world when the
Holy Spirit is removed. This, howsver, says Ladd, is a "human interpre-
tation.” "The Word of God does not say that the Holy Spirit is the
restrajner."e,‘ Another interpretation which he feels is just az ade-
quate iz that "the restrainer,® referred to in II Thessalonians 2:7a, is
"God, 125

The tesching of the Revelation. Ground for a pre-tribulation
Rapture in the book of Revelation 1s at least twofold. First, it is
claimed that the Church is seen in heaven in the twenty-four slders
(4sh), and secondly, the word, "church," appears frequently in the first
three chapters but not at all in chapters L to 19.

Regarding the first claim, it is pointed out by Ladd that many
scholars (Alford, Swete, Lange) ses in the elders the ideal Church, but
this does not infer that the Churech is already raptured. He also points

231pid., p. 93.

Spia., p. .
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up the fact that the distinction between stephanos, the victor's wreath,
m%,mm'sm,umammnmd. The use of
stephanos of the twenty-four elders does not prove that they are the
Church which have received their rewards after the Rapture; the crowns
wbosmucotmle,mtrmd.zs

The comtention about the word, "church," cocurring often in

chapters ome and three of Revelation and not at all in chapters L
through 20, in Ladd's opinion is, "a temwous inference, mot a declara~-
tiem of inspired Seripture."! His resson for this is that the word in
thess early chapters "is mever used . . . to designate the Church in
its totality."® It is Ladd's conclusion that "in mo instance are the

mummmmmwwawmmmm."”

The Scriptural Exhortation to Watch

Rather than present Dr. Ladd's lemgthy discussion at this point,
ooly his statements regarding the different words translated "watoh” amd
his conclusion after surveying sll the Hew Testament referemces glving
exhortations to watch will be set forth.>?

261,044, The Blessed Hope, p. %.
T1p4d., p. 98,
*Ivtd., p. 103,

%Wamademﬂedm, see George Ladd's book, The
Blessed Hope, pp. 105-119.
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Bev Testament words for "watoh." In the New Testament there are
five words translated by our English word, "watch." Only twoe of these,
however, are commonly used to admonish watchfulness with relation to
the Lord's return; they are: gregoreo and agrupnso. Their meanings
arve similar, The former meaning is "to be awake" and the latter mean-
ing is "to be sleepless” or “wakeful.” The verb, agrupneo, is used
only twice in commection with the end of the age (Mark 13133, Luke 21:
36), and in each instance it is addressed to people who are in the
midst of the Tribulation., QOregoreo is used of general spiritual vigi~
lance in many versss without immediate referemce to the Second Coming
of Christ.3t

Conclusion. Having examined all the New Testament references
vhere exhortation is given to wateh, Ladd says, "Wowhere are we told to
watch for & secret, any-moment coming of Christ te rapture the Church,
The commands to watch mean to be spirituslly swake, to be ready to meet
the Lord whemever He comes. The exhertations to watch in the Gespels
are all addressed to people who will be looking for the glerious appear-
ing of Christ at the end of the Tribulatiom,">

Tribulation and Wrath
It 1is the belief of Ladd that a distinction should be made between

yote 20:31; I Corinthians 16:13; Colossians ls2; I Peter 5:8,
and Revelation 312,3.

3%&&1, The Blessed Hope, p. L18.
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tribmlation and the wrath of God. Those who do not make this dis-
tinction tend to infer that if the Church is delivered from wrath it
mst also be delivered fram tribulation. As was previcusly noted, Ladd
is in agreement with pre-tribulatiomists in belleving that the Chureh
wﬂlmsuﬂorthmtho.t(}od.ss The point Ladd seeks to make
evident is that the Church will be on earth during the emtire period of
the Tribulation, tut will be divinely sheltered.

In establishing this point, he observes that many of the verses
which speak of tribulation use the same word that is in Matthew 2121,
whizhrutmtotha&mtm&tm.m The natural result is that if
God's people have always suffered persecution and tribulation, vhy
should God be expected to change the divine order which has marked the
entire courss of redswptive history?> Gmsequeatly, "God will mot
deliver His pecple from such tribulation, but he will preserve them in
14,030

The Church and Israsl

The reader will recall from the preceding chapter that pre~tribu-
lationism makes a distinction between Israel and the Church. It is the
opinion of Ladd that this is not what Seripture teaches, and to illus~
trate his point he gives evidence from two Old Testamsnt prophecles.

33346 Chapter ITI, "Scme Pre-tribulation Verses,"
3hudd, The Blessed Hope, p. 128.
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The first is the promise of the cutpouring of the Holy Spirit given by
Ged through the prophet Joel to Imrasl. One would search in vain to
find any reference in Joel to the Chwreh, Jeremiah 31:31-34 foretells
the new covenant which God will write in ths hearts of His people.
memhmmtwrmmmwgtm.”

If then . . . prophecies which in the Old Testament have to do
with God's future purposse for Israel have thelr fulfillment both
in the Chnorch and in Israel, why should we mot conmeclude that the
prophecles sbout the Great Tribulation which have to do in their
prophetic form with Israsl will find their fulfillment both in the
Church and in Israsl . . . 7

There appears to be no valid reason, therefore, that the pro-

phacies about the Tribulation must be applied to¢ a restored Jewish
nation rather than to the redesmed of the New Testament church., Fur-
thermore, Ladd is wmable to find any evidence of a pre-~tribulation
Rapture in New Testament terms or passages which desoribe the Second
Caming, He, therefore, accepis what he considers the omly other alter-

native, a post-tribulation Rapture.
III, OBJECTINS TO REACTIONARY POST~-TRIBULATIISM

It i3 to be expected that such a position as stated in this
chapter would draw objections., Therefore, provision for the exprsasion
of returm comment has been made in the statemsnts which follow.

Pre-tribulation comments. From this group mumerous objections

3Tnd., pp. 132-133.
381"“03 P 133.
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might be listed (emly a few have been selected, howaver) in an effort
to be as objeotive as possible. Ome writer says, "They fail to see
the scriptwral distinction comcerming Israel and the chumh."” He
continues, "This view . . . alsc removes the lmminence of owr Lord's
coming.™® Ancther writer is net particularly bappy with the way post-
tribulationism deals with the Day of the Lord and the Day of Christ.

Post-tribulational writers make the Day of the Lord

with the Day of Christ, both of which are equal to the ia
and fall on the same day as the joint rapture and revelal

although they have yet te explain why , the same © by
oLy SPArLt « « » mover uses tems Indiserimtaatery il o
"Me posttribulationsl position,” says Walvoerd, "eads logic-

ally to an abandonment of premillennialism altegether, or requires
such spiritealization of the millermium that it becomes indistinguish-
able from an amillexmial intarpratatim.“hz According to Payne, pre-
tribulationism's fundamental eriticlam of reacting post~tribulationists
i3 that the latter engage in exegesis without sufficiently defining

‘the Church' ﬁmt.“h‘,’

Other Objections. Payne, as well as the writer of this paper,

39 jokm Dahlin, Prophetic Truth For Today (Mimmeapolis, Mimmesotas
Beacon Publicaticus, 1%51), p. 69.

hoIbid.

Wlgerald Stantom, Kept From the Howr (Grand Rspids: Zondervam
Publishing House, 1956): p!?B‘Is""‘. P —

hzwalmd, The w’re Question, P 950
137, Barton Payme, The Imminent Appearing, p. 12k.
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noted that reacting post-irioulationism's efforts are predomivantly
negative. The denial of the imminant retaun of Christ is also men-
tioned by pw.m' A question might bs raised regarding ths validity
of Ladd's mothod when he sought to prove his position by disproving
pro~tribulationism. In some cases Lt would certainly presuppose that
there were only twe alternatives, which may not bs true.

IV. CCHCLUSIMN

Certainly reactiomary post-tribulationisa must be commended for
its exphasis on inductively discovering what the Scriptures tesch, Its
denial of the imminent return of Christ, howsver, in the estimation of
many does mot express the classical Christian hops relative to the
Second Coming of Christ. This author belisves the objection against
resctionary post-tribulationism's denial of an bminent retwmn of
Christ is valid. Thersfore, the writer is scmewhat hesitamt in fully
agreeing with reactionary post-tritulaticnism at this point, because
ths possibility of imminence should not be totally emitted, In ths
estimation of this author, reactionary pest~tribulationimms, however,
has sought and is seeking by sound exagesis to lst Seripture meld its
position regarding the "Blessed Hope." This prineiple, 1L Zollowed,
should lead emly te those ocomclusions which will be true to the Serip-
ture, It is interesting to note that this is perhaps the most rapidly
mmtmmmmw.u
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CHAPTER IV
CLASSICAL POST-TRIBULATIONISM AS REPRESENTED BY J. BARTON PAYNE
I, THE NATURE OF CLASSICAL POST-TRIBULATIONISM

Classical post~tribulationism is the attempt to re-express what
seems to be the classioal Christian hope relative to the sequence of
events at Christ's coming again, The majer point of difference between
this view and reacting post-tribulationimm is their comcept of immi-
nence, It will be recalled that the lack of imminence was the majer
criticimm of rescting post-tribulationimm. It is the desire of contem-
porary classical post-tribulatiemism to emphagize not emly the post-
tribulation return of Christ, but also the imuinemce of His return.
"True uncertainty about the time of the Lord's appearing,' ssys Payne,
"includes the possibility that He could coms now, and this is the sum
mﬁbfwﬁmmmﬂmmww.ﬁl The major con-
cern is, however, upon what seriptural ground this pesition rests.

II. THE SCRIPTURAL BASIS OF CLASSICAL POST-TRIBULATIONISH

A twofold presemtation 13 employed by Dr. Paynme in setiing forth
classical post-tribulationism. The first step is to establich the time
of the Clmrehk's hops on the ground of ten fimdamental passages of
Scripture. To sugmemt these passages, certain emmtributory referemces

1 )
J. Barton Payne, The Imminsmt Appearing of Christ (Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, W)p Pe 980’
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are also mentioned, as well as passages which are frequemtly cited bmt
seem actually to be irreclevant in the opiniom of Payne. The second
and major emphasis of this view is to present the primary Biblieal pas-
seges which apply to the question of imminency.

Ihe Time of the Ciuroh's Hope

The following ten portioms of Scripture are comsidered by Payne
to bs determinative in fixing the relative time of the hope of the
Church,

Isaiah 25:6~11. In this mountain /Ziem 7 will Jehovah of hosts
nake peoples a feast of fat , & feast of wines on
m:Mncommmmwmmumumncom”n
that is spread over all nations. He hath swallowed up death for
every and the Lord Jehovah will wipe away tears from off all faces;
and the reproach of his people will he take away from off all the
sarth , . . And it shall be sald in that day, Lo, this is our God;
we have waited for him, we will be glad and rejoice in his salva-
tion. PFor in this mountain will the hand of Jehovah rest; and Moab
shall be trodden down in his place , . . Jehovah will lay low his

Tt is the belisf of Payne that this passage is post-tribulatiomal
becsuge "it iz located at the time of the Lord's appearing to set wp
His kingdom (of. 2!;:21~22),”2 and includes God's presence on earth, sub-
duing of nations and the comversion of Isrsel,

Matthew 244:29-31 (Parallel passages are Mark 13:24-27, Luke 213
25277, Iﬂggly after the tribulation of those days the sun
ghall be darkemed, and the moon shall not give her light, and the
stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall
be shaken: and then shall sppear the sign of the Son of man in
heavens and them shall all the tribes of the earth mowrn, and they
shall see the Son of man coming on the clouds of heaven with power

?Ibido’ Pe 53a
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and great glory. And he shall send forth his angels with a great
sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from
the four winds, from one end of heaven to the ether,

It is the desire of Payne that his readers notice that:

This sequence of events is introduced as "after the tribulaw
tion,* a position that is confirmed by its description of the hea-
venly of the wrath of God and the visible appearing of
Christ. Yet at the same time it presents the detalled elements
that make up the rapture sccording to I Thessslonians L:16-17:
the Lord's coming from heaven, His angelic following, the sound of
a trampet and the gathering together of His redeemed.

Luke 17:2;. Only the reference to this verse is given because

it is s0 similar to the passage just describded,

Romans 8:18-21, The sufferings of this present time are not

be compared with the glory which shall be revealed to
usward., Por the earnest expectation of the creation waiteth for
the revealing of the sons of God . , . in hope that the creation
itself alse shall be delivered firem the bendage of corruptiom into
the liberty of the glory of the children of God.

The glory of God's children (8:23), Payne feels, is the Resur-
rection., Two observations are also made by Payme at this polnt. First,
“when the glory of the reswrrection is revealed to the church (v. 18),
the glorified chmrch is cerrespondingly revealed to the world.™ The
other observation Payne makes relative to this paassage is that when the
Chureh is dslivered from corruption, the mftm ie delivered from cor-
ruption also (Rom. 8§:21). The “"Blessed Hope" is, therefore, ths inaug-

wration of Christ's visible appearing and the mﬂ.lem:!m.g

3payne, Imminent
brosd., p. 57.
S_I-Ei_écg P 57"580

sppearing, p. Sk
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Icorm_t% 151-52, Behold, I will tell you a mystery: we
all no » mah‘nmbem.d,m.mt’m
the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall
sound and the dead shall be raised imcorruptible, and we shall be
Wv
For Payne, the phrase which dates this pasaage is the expres-
sion, "at the last trump.® "To suggest,” says he, "that I Corinthians
15:52 is a last trump, for the church, but that seven years later
(after the tribulation) there will be another really last trumpet, for

the Jews, denies the categorical force of the apostle's words, 'the

].l!tt‘l'ﬂtp'..."é
II Thes 1:6-8. /TGod will 7 recompense affliction to
them you, and to you that are afflicted reat with us,
at the revelation is / of the Lord Jesus from heaven
with the angels power flaming fire, remdering vengeance
to them . . . that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus,

These verses point out the fact that Christ comes for His saints

and they enter into His rest at the same time He appears to punish and

dsstroy their mm.7

II 2:1-2. Now we beseech you, brethren, touching
the ¢ ia / of our Lord Jesus Christ, and our gathering
together wn to the end that ye be not quickly shaken from

your mind, nor yet be troubled, either by Spirit, or by word, or by
epistle as from us, as that the day of the Lord is just at hamd,
In the opinion of Payne, the natural interpretation of these
verses is that "the parousia of Christ and the accompanying rapture . .
. are to occur at the same 'day of the Lord,' but that the Antichrist

and other aspects of the tribulation will have to come first, The hope

*mid., ». 59.
Tmid.



of the church, in other words, is peat-hribulaumal."s

z«%%z;u« o Ve should live asoberly and righteously and

3 present world; looking for the blessed hops and
meémajdmamwmmtmmm_
esus .

In this classic statement of Christian hope, Payne notes that
“the church's antieipation is identified not with the secret rapture,
tat with the visible ‘epiphany' of Christ."’

Revelation 7:3-L, 1ll:3-. Hurt not the earth, neither the sea,
wm,'ﬁm&&mwaﬁmmmmdmm
on their foreheads. And I heard the mmber of them that were
sealed, a lired and forty and four thousand, sealed out of every
tribe of the children of Israel . . . the hundred and forty and
four thousand, even they that had been purchased cut of the earth.
These are they that were not defiled with womem; for they are vir-
gins. These are they that follow the Lamb witherscever he goeth.
These were purchased from among men, to be the firstfruits unto
CGod and wmto the Lamb,

Payne's imterpretation of the 144,000 is that they “represent
the vhole of the Israel-of-God, the believing church, which is seen as
protected during the wrath of God but then, with the appearing of
Christ after the first part of this wrath, raptured to be with Him on
¥ount Ziom (Rev. 1hs1)."0

Mhtmzﬂ:#. And I saw thromes, and they sat upon them,
and Judgment was given mnto thems and I saw the souls of them
that had been behsaded for the testimony of Jesus, and for the
word of God, and such as worshipped not the beast, neither his
image, and received not the mark upon their forehesad and upon their
hand; and they lived, and reigmed with Christ a thousand years,
The rest of the dead lived mot until the thousand years should be
finished, This is the first reswrrection.

ePaym, DImminent Appearing, p. 60.

o rbid., p. 61.

ARSI

log@__igo 9 pa 630



5%
If the premillemmial interpretation of the "first resurrection"
is accepted, namely, that the first reswrreection is the resurrection
of the just, Payme says, "This passage can allow no altermative to the
post-tribulation sequence of end-time events,

Contributory passages. Although Payne is satiafied that the
preceding Scriptures establish the time of the Church's hope as coin-
elding with the victorious coming of her Lord to earth, he also feels
there are additional passages in Sceripture that confirm this under-
standing. Some of those which he believes contribmte significantly to
the classical view of post-tribulationism are: Isalah 26:19-21, Dan-
iel 12:1-2, Acts 1:11l, Romans 11:15, I Corinthians 1:7, I Thessalo-
nians l11h-17, 5:2-6, I Timothy 6:1k, II Timothy L:8, I Peter 13167,
Sk, and Revelatim 2:25-26, Lh11-16."

Irrelevant passages. All the passages listed above establish,
for Dr, Payne, the Biblical validity of the elassical view of the
Cimrch: that the Lord's coming and the Church's union with Him is a
one-phased event, which ccours at His appearing to set uwp His kingdom,
after the Tribulatiom., There are, however, certain passages which,
though frequently cited in referemce to the "Blessed Hope," seem
actually to be irrelevant in the estimation of Dr. Payne. Those which
he would place in this category are: Isaiah 65120, Luke 21136, John

Ui,

ensmunieta

lzIbid. s PP. 65-T1.
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1413, Romans 5:9, I Thessalonians 3:12-13, 519, II Thessalonians 2113,
and Ravelation 3:10, hxh.m

Ihe Imminence of Christ's Appearing

Now that the time of the Church's hope may be considered estab-
lished, the fosal point of discussion will come to rest on the mejor
emphasis of classical post-tribulationism, the imminence of Christ's

appearing.

Imminence defined. Before one comsiders the scriptural evidence
on the validity of imminence, the word, imminent, itself needs defin-
ing, The tarm, "imminent,” applies to an event "almost always of dan-
gers” which is "impending threatemingly; hanging over cme's head; ready
to befall or overtake ome; close at hand in its imcidence; coming on
shortly.™l It should be moted that this does mot mean that Christ's
coming must be scen. It is interesting that Dr. Payne belisves the two
classes of New Testament words which dssoribe imminence are the verbs,
watching and waiting (gregoreo,™ to be awske," and agrupneo, "to be
sleepless”).}> "Both," says he, "Involve the attituds of immediate
vigilance and are therefore well adapted to express hope or obligation

Drayne, Iminent Appearing, pp. 72-80.
Yimaa., p. 85,

%tumm to note that Ladd makes a caveful study of

these words dut does not interpret them as tsaching imwdnence., OSee
Chapter IlI.



toward Christ's appearing as fully mmm."m

The validity of lmminency. Only by reference to Seripture may
the legitimagy of a doctrine be determined; therefore, the following
eleven primary passages are set forth as evidence to justify the con-
clusion that the appearing of Christ is indeed imminent, capeble of

taking place at any time.

mtt-hew ~2 113 (Mark 13133-37, Luke 21134-36), selections:
and pray: for ye know mot when

mmu. Itisas am,mjmﬁminmo%mtry
Wmmm,mmmmmmh ZPORO
therefore: for ye know not when :
thehanseem w!uthawatmn,oratmi&hight,watmk«
m,wmmmmg;:mwmmmmymmmm
ing. And what I say unto you I say unto all, .;.,‘:«....u,-
(Mark 13:33-37). "Enow this, that if the master of house ha
known in what wateh the thief was coming, he would have watched
) s and would not have suffered his house to be broken
fore, be ye also ready; for in an hour that ye
mmmdmcmth.” (Matt, 2h:h3-h)). "Watch
t?ﬁm,twwmmmwmmm"

X 12.[0. Be ye yourselves like unto men locking for
,~ homal / their lord, when he shall return from the mar-
riage Teas t,MMcmmmmmmymumm-
mapenuntohm. Blessed are those servania whom lord when

he cometh shall find watching /[gregereo 7 . . .

An observation of Payne's; relative to this passage, is: "The
contextual emphasie is on the opening to Him at the unforesseable time
of His coming. The Christian, indeed, is not expected te be vaiside

‘1ooidng down the Toad'; but he is to be on the lookout,"

YPayne, Lminent sppearing, p. 86
Y., p. 9.

Yid., p. 8.
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masggg,g_s. The earnest expectation of the creatisn
waiteth Tor rovealing of the sons of God. And not only so,
but ourselves also, who have the first frults of the Spirit, even
we ourselves groan within curselves, waiting for our adoptiom, to
Although the subject hers is the Resurrection, since it is
approximately simltaneous with the coming of the Lord, the time
expectation of the one may fairly be related to that of the other.
Because this particular event is "hoped for," Payns belisves it is
potentially near fulfillment and, therefore, "it could be at hand."w

I Corinthians 1:7. Ye ceome behind in no gifi; waiting for
ADEKGECROMA revelation of our Lord Jemus Christ,

With regard to this verse, it is the position of Payne that "the
lack of evidenco for any pestpomement sesms to suggest the 'perhaps
today' possibility, which is all that a cantious imminensy really seeks

to maintain, 20
Philipn 3:20. Our eitizemship is in heaven; whence also we
m?ﬁ%;@j a Saviour, the Lard Jesus Christ.

This passage is similar to the one above, exvept that here the
emphasis is on the place of Christ's departure rather than the feeling
of the saintas,

m%%. Let your forbearamse be lmown unto all men,

Since there is no particular verdb of walting in this verse, the
phrase, "at hand,” indicates for Payne that Paul is expscting a speedy

lgIbidog Pe 99.

2mad.



59

sns 1319-10. Ye turned unto God from idols, to
7 od, and te wait for /[anamamo / his Sen

Some of the Thessalonians had such an appreciation for immi-
nence that they gave up their erdinary pursuits (II Theas. 3:10).

Titus 2:%—}2. We should live soberly and rightecusly

Present world; looking for a{ prosdschomai / the

blessed hope and appearing of the glory of OUr great Uod and
Savior Jesus Christ.

Payne feecls the comtext of this passage "suggesta" that Christ's
appearing is as mush an “ever-present possibllity" as is the life of
sobriety, rightecusness and godlmsa.zz

James 5:7-8. Be patient therefore, brethren, wmtil the coming

of e o o eatablish your hearts: for the coming of the
Lord is at hand.

Again, there is no regular verd for "wmaiting” (ef. Phil. hi5),

but the phrass, "at hand,” would imply imminency.

Jude 21. yourselves in the love of God, looking feor
ckomal 7 the merey of our Lord Jesus Christ unto etermal

e.
The "mercy" which this verse speaks of, for Payme, is not the
abstract quality that ia a changeless attribute of Christ, but "an

everpresent possibility as is the love of God itself,"?>

Revelation 16315. Behpld, I come a8 a thief. Blessed is he
that wat grogoreo /, and keepeth his garmemts, lest he walk

s o

Zlpayne, Lminent Appearing, p. 99.
22yp44d., p. 100.

%, p. 100,
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In the estimation of Payne, the meaning of this verss is that
Christ might not come for soms time but, "it might be m:.ght!"zh
These passages have sought to demomstrate the legitimacy of
imainency, as well as establish the time of the Church's hope. Objec-
tions to the truth which classical poet-tribulationism belisves they
teach mst be censidered naxt.

IIX., OBJECTIMNS TO CLASSICAL POST-TRIBULATIONISM

Although Payne has sought to restate ths echurch's classical
position through the centuries relative to the return of Christ, very
fow objections have been voiced in the period which this study has
sought to gover. It is only natural, however, that pre-tribmlation~
ists would have many of the same objections of this view as they would
bold against reactionary post-tribulationiesm, except for the aspect of
imninence. AL one point, however, two reviews of apparently extremely
different theological positions seem to agree. The one, a pre-tribu-
lationist, says:

I, Payne's view of the tribulatlon involves spiritualization of
prophecy comcerning the coming tribulation such as is found in
Matthew 2l and Revelation 4~19. He denies that Danisl's seventisth
week is future and attempts in his appendix A a synthesis of the
*preterist, historical, and mwr&gt systems of interpretetion,” a
veritable theelogical hodgepodge.

Another reviewsr (pessibly an amillennislist) believes that "ons

Zypad,, p. 202,

2550tm F. Walvoord, "The Ismuinent Appesring of Christ" (book
review) Bibliotheca Sacra, 119:271, July, 1962.
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who is conversant with amillemnislism will discover that Payne employs
many of the same / smillennial 7 arguments and proofs but stops & half-
step short of the goal."? Anillemnialimm is noted for its spiritual-
izing of Seripture.

Upon ocoasion, some of the Scriptures which were used in sup-
port of this view only implied the truth that Dr. Payne was seeking to
establish, As previously mentiomed,2! it is interesting thst the very
words (agrupmeo and gregoreo) from which classical post-tribulationism
would seek to establish its doctrine of imminence are recognised by
reacting post-tribulatiomisms, but with no indication of teaching immi-
nence.

Relative to this position, the question might be asked, "Is the
truth always in the middle of the read?" If the writer correctly
understands classical post-tribulationism, it 1s seeking to take some
slements from both reacting post-tribulationism and pre-tribulationism
and arrive at a position which will please weryms.as

263, H. Girod, "The Imminent Appearing of Christ" (book review)
Reformed Review, 16150, March, 1963.

2Tsee Chapter IV, footnote 15.

2814 [“classical posi-tribulationism 7 constitutes the alterna-
tive that : the worthwhile emphases both of dispsnsational pre~
tribulationism and of reasting posi~tribulationism, and yet that elim-
inates their rigorcus futurism and restores ths full, blessed hope of
the church to one of present reality and of day by day anticipation.”
Payne, The Imminent Appearing of Christ, p. 159. See also the Appemdix.
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V. OCONCLUSION

Coamendation is in order for the effort which this position has
put forth in seeking to re~express what seems to be, for Dr. Payne,
the classical view of the clmrch regarding the events of Christ's
retin. Certainly the method of estsblishing comclusions on scrip-
tural referemces, rather than philosophical principles, must be recom-
mended to all who would sesk to set forth any teaching of the Word. At
the present, it remains to be seen how wide-spread the aceceptance of
this revived position will be and the influence it will make on the
contamporary views of the Sscond Advent,



CHAPTER V
A SIMMARY AND CONCLUSIMNS
I. A SUMMARY

mummmmmmnumutmmmmum
moat important question when dealing with a subject of this maturs is:
"What does the Word of God teach?" It has, therefore, been the purpose
of this researck to set forth as objectively as possible the scriptwral
basis upan which three of the major contemporary premillemnisl views
of the Rapture rest. The thres positiens reviewed in this study were:
pre-tribulationism, reactiomary post-tribulationism, and classical
pest~tribulationizm, One scholar was arbitrarily selected to repre-
sent each view.

Pre-tribulationism. The first view, pre-tribulationism, was
represented by John F. Walveord. His ilmminent pre~tribulation view of
the Rapture was set forth under six prineiples. These major points
were: (1) the doctrine of Lmminence, (2) the mature of the Church,
(3) the nature of the Tribulatiom, (h) the Holy Spirit, (5) the neces-
sity of an interval between the Rapture and Second Coming, snd (6) a
contrast of the two preceding events. The major ocbjection was that the
basis of this interpretation appears to be more of a philosophical con-
cept of the Clurch rather than a true exegesis of Scripture.

Reacticnary posi~tribulationism. Representing the secomd major
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premillennial position, known as reactiomary post~tribulationismm, was
George E, Ladd., While highly commended for its exegetical achieve-
ments, this view falls short in the opinion of many by neglecting to
present the return of Christ as an imminent expectation of the Chureh.
It was also noted that pre~tribulationism's fundamental criticism was
that exegosis is engaged in before "the Church" is sufficiently
dafined. Some consider reactionary post-tribulationiam to be the most
rapidly expanding position among evangelicals.

Classical posi~tribulationism. One of the most recent state-
ments on this subject of the Rapture is the view of J. Barten Payne,
which he calls "glassical post-tribulationiam." His efforts have been
to re-express what he feels is the classical Christian hope relative
to Christ's return. This, to him, is an Imminemt post-tribulationism.
By selected passages of Seripture, Payne seeks to establish imminency
and the time of the Church's hope as post-trilmlational, Becsuse the
only contemporary publicatiom of this view is less than two years old,
very few contemporary objections were available. One objection, how-
ever, mentioned by two reviewers of the book, was a tendency in this
position to spiritualise the passages relevent to the Second Advent,
Many of the objecticns which pre-tribulationism applies to reactiomary
post-tribulationisn could be considered applicable to this view, exsept
those regarding lmminence,
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II. CONCLUSIONS

A nunber of comslusions have been drawn from this research;
they come under the three categoriess: tolerance, definitioms, and the

message.

Tolerance. Many of the books and articles read by the auther
in preparing this paper plead for tolerance. Ome of the cutstanding
conclusions of this study, therefore, is in this area. The sequence of
events that swrrounds Christ's return is of minor significance compared
to the truth of His real caming. While evangelicals camnot tolerate
any deviation from the elsar docirines of the Word, it is regrettable
to kmow that certain eschatological inferences have somstimes been laid
down as requirements for Christian fellowship. In recent days, how-
ever, there have been encouraging signs of a growing spirit of Christ-
ian charity.l Certainly sincere Christians should be allowed to main-
tain divergent opinions about certain eachatological details on which
Seripture itself is not explicitly cleax,

Definitions., It has been the cbservation of the auther that one
reason for such varying views regarding the Rapture is due to various
definitions., As evidence of this, it will be recalled that pre-tribu-
lationism and reactiomary post-tribulationism are not in agreement on
their definition of "the Chmrch." The former position refuses to
include "the elect" or Israsl in their definitiom of "the Church." The

lpayne, The Imminent Appearing, p. 169.
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latter seeks to include both, or at least allow prophecies that apply
to "the Chmrch” to spply to both "the elect” and Israsl. Comsequemtly,
one could not expect them to come out with the same conclusioms. A
second illustration of differing definitions bringing varying conolu-
slons iz the definition of "Lmminence." This word involves all three
positions discussed in this paper, For Walvoord (pre-tribulationism),
imminence means that no prophesied event must mecessarily take place
before Christ reptures the Church’ and would indicate that Christ mst
come soont. This is exactly opposite of Payne's classical post-tribdula-
tion description of imminence vhen he says, "Imminency does not mean
that Christ's coming must be scon,® As for Ladd (reactionary post-
tridulationiss), iwminency might be described as the “any-moment"
expectation of Christ after certain prophetic events take plase. These
words are only representative of what may be comsidered as validating
evidence of why there are differing views among premillemnizlists con-
cerning the time of the Rapture of the Church.

The message. It seems that ome question makes sll the preceding
material relevant, at least to those who are ecalled to be evangelists or
proclaimers of the "good news." That question is: "How do these thres
particular views affect the message of the Gospel?® Contrary te the
thisking of same,* the evidence would indicate that the incentive for

Z.add, The Blessed Hops, p. B6.

3payne, The Inninent Appearing, p. 8.
braad, op. cit., p. 16k -
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world evangelisation seems to be neither decreased or increased by
holding any particular one of the positioms discussed in this study.
More specifically, however, one should not propagate teachings of
safety, about which the Word of God is not explicitly clear, nor
should the hearts of God's people be filled with what may be a false
hope, and thus leave them utterly umprepared for terrible days of per-
secution vhen and if they come, If there is a peasibility that the
Charch is to suffer tribulation, do not those who belisve in that pos~
sibility have a God-given responsibility to do what they can to pre-
pare the Church for what may be ahsad, even though the message is very
unwelcame? Finally, let it be said that pre-tribulationimm is obvi-
ously not essential to premillemnialism; therefore, it would be better
to be prepared for the worst and be surprised than to be disappointed.
As one moderate pre~tribulatiomist put it, "That which comtz above
everything else is that we should be ready for the Rapture, vhether it
take place a little sooner or a little l.a'wr."s

snem' Pache, The Return of Jesus Christ, trams. willia: Sanford
LaSer (Chicagos Moody Pregs, 1955)s De L3le
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