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2 | Editor’s Note

District vf Pennsylvania, to wit :

BE it remembered, that on the tenth day of May, in the
thirty-third Year of the Independence of the United Stafes
of America, A. D. 1809; Thomas Bennis of the said District,
hath deposited in this office, the Title of a Book, the Right
whereof he claims as Proprietor, in the words following, to
Wit : ¥

‘¢ Christian Correspondence....being A Collection of Let-
ters, written by the late Rev. John Wesley. And several
Methodist Preachers, in connection with him. To the late
Mrs, Eliza Bennis, with her answers. Chiefly explaining the
and Enforcing the Doctrine of Sanctification. Now first pub-
lished from the Originals.” <

In Conformity to the Act of the Congress of the United
States, intituled, *¢ Act for the Encouragement of Leatning,«
by securing the Copies of Maps, Charts, and books, to the
Authors and Proprietors of such Copies during the Times
therein mentioned.” And also to the Act, entitled ¢ An Act.
supplementary to an Act, entitled, ‘“ An Act for the Encour-:
agement of Learning, by securing the Copies of Maps, Charts,
and Books, to the Authors and Proprietors of such Copies du-
ring the Time therein mentioned,” and extending the Beneﬁta
thereof to the Arts of designing, engraving, and etching

"%rilstorical and other Prints.” 5
PN LS. ) D. CALDWELL,

Clerk of the Distriet'af Bennysivania.
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~“DHE Publisher declmé‘lwrmng any re-
~grular Preface to the following pages, lest it
Jhould be .considered a panegyric on his de-
sed mothers...Her works now pruie her in
‘tlln Gate... .Toanwhonere acquainted with
'rhm her worth was well known....and to those
who did not know her, her character will
| * shine wh.h mom lustre from these letters,than
~ by any that might be heaped on
... ;

e

~ Buthe thinks it needful to inform the read-
., glﬁw&@m - these letters....On his mo-
Ihtr's M...&Mpbm,..] une 1802)s,..
books and papers devolved to him, among
m vere theOriginals from whence thepre-
 sentwork is copied, their perusal often afford-
~ ed much satisf:ction to him and family, and on
occasionally reading a few of them to some
ligious friends, they advised their publi
urging as a reason, that zbey had found mueh £

.~ q ~‘
R e ;m
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christian strength and benefit from them; and
that it was a duty iIncumbent on the possessor
to extend their uscfullness...under this idea,
they are now presented to the public, in their
native garb...(a few local circumstances only
being suppressed; and if they should be made
a means inthe hands of God, of awakening,
convincing or comforting One Soul, the pub-
hisher’s trouble will be fully repaid.
: THOMAS BENNIS.
Philadelpbia, hlay 1809.
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_CHRISTIAN CORRESPONDENCE,
é“ﬂ . BRING
"‘l COLLECTION OF LETTERS,

B WRITTEN BY THE LATE
| '..’-.REV. JOHN WESLEY.
3 THE LATE
'MRS. ELIZA BENNIS.
w——— _
AND OTHERS

—

LETTER L

¥rom Mrs. Eliza Bemnis......To the Rev.
,mwn‘e}'n

Limerick, August 2, 1763.

. AND DEAR SIR,

AFTER struggles, (from a sense
of my “Ph‘hﬁ-) have at last ventured to
lay the statgofmymmd before you, request-
ing your opinion and advice,

About four years ago, I was given to sec
the absolute necessity of holiness of heart,..,.
was burdened under the weight of my

tions, and could not be satisfied, wrth l&s
o e 2

2 &
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(# 53

~ than a total deliverance,....though Mr. Oliv-
crs (who was then stationed here) preached
this doctrine, yet very few would receive it;
so that I was partly reasoned and partly laugh-
ed out of my earnestness, and by degrees lost
all hope and desire after it, and sunk into a
dead formal state, ’till I became a back-slider
in heart, having only the sad remembrance
of what I lost,...this made me completely mi-
serable, because truly sensible .of my state,
but as utterly unable to struggle out of it, as
to create a new world. In this state I was,
when you were last here,...the doctrine of ho-
liness whiceh you then revived, however desi-
rable in itself, only tended to aggravate my
guiit;...the beauty of holiness stood continu-
ally before me, but I dared not reach after it,
it scemed as the childrens bread which I must
not touch; till in one of your sermons you
described my state more clearly than I could
myself, and desired ¢¢ that such should not be
dismayed, but seek after both pardon, and
holiness, that God was able to give the two
blessings at once, and you did not find 1t said
in scripture that he would not;’? these words
£ame with such power to my soul, and gave
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T g

me such encouragement, that T was deter-
*"M never to rest 'ill God had made
a witness of this truth. In a few weeks
fter, the Lord did heal my back-slidings, and
eatly refresh my soul; but this did not suf-
found still an evil heart of unbelief,
bent 10 back-slide from God; a stubborn per-
tuae"wal!, that would not be subject to the
Divine will;"and an enmity in ' my heart
‘against God, neither could I give up allfor
“him....I found many idols in my heart, which
- T'had not power to give up, though I griev-
ed to see them there,...in this state I could
not rest and was determined I would not ; but
‘here the fear of deceiving myself, made me
put the blessing from me, I looked for it to
‘come with ﬂhrmhtm, and was not content
ive it in'the * small still voice,” 1 had
rge manifestations of the love 6f God, and
mﬂ\y oiunﬁn-mbie texts of scripture occurred
to me, and my soul at times emptied of all
“but God, yet could not receive this as the
blessing T was seeking, because the measure
of joy I felt, was not greater than what I had
~often before experiénced, though my com-
“ forts were stronger; thus 1 continued for
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some time, resisting the grace of God, and
would not receive him in his own way, least I
should deceive myself, ’till I fell back again
into my former state ; feeling the weight of
my corruptions more than ever; then I could
clearly see I had resisted the graceof God,...
but soon determined never to rest with-
out it, and was now content to receive him
in his own way, content to be any thing, to
die if only by death I might be delivered from
my burden...thus I remained ’till the 22nd
May last, (being Whit Sunday) when going
to the Lord’s-Table heavy laden with the bur-
den of my corruptions, but particularly be-
cause of the enmity I found in my heart
against God, I there found my burden much
heavierand therefore cried the more earnestly,
when these words were applied to my heart,
< believest thou that Iamable to do this?”
my soul immediately answered, Lord I be-
lieve thou art-able; the word came again,
“ Be it unto thee according to thy faith’ here
unbelief came in, and raised disturbance in
my soul, and I could only cry, Lord give me
fauth ;> 1 was now filled with large expecta-
tionand a firm persuasion that God would
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any he ‘butcannot at all times
ections warm to him,...my thoughts
mnotahuym God or the things of Ged,
even when they are not necessarily employed
theyare frequently taken away on I know
not what, and it is hard to stay them aright ;
I frequently find deadness in prayer, and ab-
WStnce under the word, I do not always see
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God ; in employment and conversation my
eye is often taken off from him, and some-
tim esa thoughtless forgetful spirit....Indeed
hitherto the lord has kept me from sin, I find
10 desire towards it, I love the law and purity
of God, and find a jealousy over myself lest
I should even in thought offend, Ifind no
condemnation, but do always even in the
most grievous temptations know that God for
Christ’s sake has forgiven my sins...this evi-
dence I have had clear without intermission
since the second of June; which [ could never
say before, for in tempPtations it was often

. clouded, butnow Satan seems to level his darts

against this late work that God has wrought in
me, and indeed I find his temptations
sharp, strong and continued, msomuch tha{
it is sometimes hard to stand against |
and am often at a loss to know whe her th
temptations or not ; and am often tempted to
think [ keep a presumptuous hold,...I almost
continually have questionings in my. mind
concerning it, and often think the blessings j
have received are only the effects of justifying
faith, tho’ I find T would not be satisfied with
this,and do earnestly desire the witness of the

URC
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You did well to write, this is one of
~ the ms whthodgenmauym to
 convey cither light or comfort; st i
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a'doubt it ise-

frequently while we propose’z
moved.
There is no doubt 13

. And this you may
.. warrant of zbat word “ w ﬂ
fit that is of God; that we 1
15 - which are freely given to
L.am, my Dear Sister,

» Your Affectionate Brother,
JOHN WESLEY
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blocked up the way;...at this time, 1 became
acquainted with a gentleman from Holland,
(who was on business in this city) he was a
Godly man, and had a dcep work of grace
wrought on his heart...the Lord did often
Dbless us together, and gave me muchy light in
conversing with him...after some time, Le re-
quested I would give him my experience in
writin%‘?which Idid not ‘Trish to do for two
reasons,...first, lest thro’ignorance I should
only darken what I attempted to explain, and
secondly, i1 wrote I must do it honestly,
and confess that I had lost the witness of my
sanctification, and this might appear to him
(who was not clear concerning this work) as
..‘tho’ I had only deceived myselfl in the matter,
and-lessen the work in his eyes....Buthe urg-
ing the request, and a christian friend with
whom I advised recommending me to comply,
I reluctantly began the task, leaving the event
toGod; yet earnestly wrestling for the witness;
when one day while employedin this business,
Iwas struck witha sentence I had just wrote,
and enabled to believe,and found in that mo-
ment the testimony of God's spirit, that my
heart was cleansed from sin,...since then the
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has enabled me more than ever, to re-
nee my own wisdom, and attend more
simply 1o the teachings of his spirit, which
cnab’es me to go on with more steadiness and
fort...I now see, that I expected many
things i 2 sunctifiéd state, which belong to a
glorified.... The servant would be above his
Lordl.. .yetit is a blessed stte, @ o’us li-
berty, a happy rést, and I find
dent I am in what ‘my Ged h ¢ ibr ﬁ'
the more h:lppy Iam,
I do not sce why the people of God should
mble at words which declare his work ; 1§
10t Mo e-.:_—;-.-&- easing toﬁu‘, that we should
v call wﬁ declare to the full extent
for us, than out of (false )y
\_‘- ion hide any part ? Surely
wo @Jhg him justice; T would
“be Mlm for your opm‘rf:uthis?wahd
ﬂBere’Ge'nét as absolutea nécessn
ing sﬂ)cti of&n %

, "‘f'"‘i‘

rlmg other mnt- .
nade Very cléar to
| itdid to tfust to these sud-

' fons (‘nf I 'may call them so) Jest
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there should be any degree of my own wis-
dom in them ; I desire to be taught of God
and you, and indeed by any whom God shall
send.

Is sin (either more or less) some degree of
rebellion in the will? and where there 1s no

degree of rebellion in the will, can there be
sin !
May there rot be many imperfections,
where there is no sin? nay must it not be un-
avoidably so, asa consequence of the fall ; our
bodies and all their faculties having suffered
greatly by it, andleftin a shattered imperfect
vtate, and so defective in ev-“y part, as leaves
s qune 1ncapnb‘c facting, mm.;‘::g, or judg-
ing perfectly right in every e NOW are
these by this means becon mtural infir-
mities, taken up and Jaild dewvn with the
Gody, and therefopg not Inconsistent with an
heart cleanced from sin ?
So long as I find.m
to, and sweetly dgn T the wil , {not-

1

Jmm.ndmw mye,,m) dé
rather o ndét all thgl which before

appeared as inconsists anish as such,
and appear to be mere natural infirmities

) do, I sin? or

1
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&"wc must’ carry about WAth" us as .2
mark of our fallen state, as a badge of our po-
verty, and the consequence of our first pa-

rents sin.
1 'kn& not whether I have stated these
matters ugﬁi.rbu“t requesﬁng vou to make
a.llowanee for my ignorance, and to sct mc

L% e

-nght by your opﬁ'uon and acfvﬂx. 1 remain,

a#ear Sir, "

lf y and Affectionately,
L _ m OIII'LQI'(I I@US-I i 1
“4 . .+  ELIZABENNIS,
LT N ot Ay S e G t 45 Wy
B — e = 'ﬂl‘
-2 Q e, -

-‘;"ﬁ'* - N LE”TTER w« 3
M chlcya.to mm Bennis,

mh qf

T R e m#”""‘ﬁ"‘: March, 29, 1566.

| ‘.&
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we are changed, filled with love, and cleansed
from sin....But if I understand you right, you
find a direct testimony, that you are a child
of God.

Now certainly if God has given you this
light, he did not intend that you should hide it
under a bushel....It is good to conceal the se-
crets of a king, but it is good to tell the lov-
ing kindness of the Lord....Every one ought
to declare what God has done for his soul, and
that with all simplicity; only care isto be ta-
ken, to declare to several persons, that part
of our own experience, which they are seve-
rally able to bear, and some parts of it, to such
alone as are upright and simple of heart. -

One reason why those who are saved from
sin should freely declarc it to believers, is be-
cause nothing is a stronger incitement to
them, to seek after the same blessing. And
we ought by every possible means, to press
every serious believer, to forget the things
which are behind, and with all earnestness go
on to perfection. Indgedifthey are not thirst-
ing after this, it is scarce possible, to keep
wvhat they have ; they can hardly retain any

E
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ower of faith, if they are not panting after

holiness.

Y A thousand infirmities are consistegt with
even the highest degree of holiuess; which is
no other than pure love, an heart devoted to
God ; one «design and one desire.... Then
whatever is done either in word or deed, may
be done in the name of the Lord Jesus.

Press after all the residue of the promises.

"I am My Dear Sister,
Your Affectionate Brother,

- _
.+ . JOHN WESLEY,
AT Sl L <0 . -
& = PTHS . LETTER V.

Mrs. Eliza Bennis to the Rev. John Wesley. -
Limerick, Yuly, 10. 1766,

L N "_.-: = 9

Dear Six.
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ception or consciousness that we are chang-
ed.”

I beligve there 1s no passing through sucha
change, without being sensible that a change
1s wrought ; but how can any know what the-
grace 1s which they have been made parta-
ker of, without the direct testimony of God’s.
spirit ;... if Satan was bound, so that he should
never have power to disturb such souls, then
the work wrought on the heart might always
be manifest ;...but are there nottimes when
the powers of darkness shew their strenght,
do they not often raise a mist in the soul which
clouds almost every grace, and then throws
in a multitude of doubts and questionings inito
the mind, and in this case is there not need
of a direct testimony from God?...if this be
not attainable what shall comfort a soul under
such Z:umstances?....for my part a state of
uncerfainty was always painful to me, how-

~ ever happy my soul might be;...the weight
of my corruptions was so grevious, and my
heart so torn on account of inbred ‘sin, that
my deliverance was quite clear to me, for I
had got into a new world ! I found an entire
change;....I had that perception or conscious-
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I was changed; but I also found

m fears, and queannmgs, continually
cast into my mind, whether sin was tully cast
eut of my hemt or not, this doubtful state
was exceedingly painful to me ; my heart
was broken at the thoughts of sin still sub-
sisting, or only subsiding for a time, I could
not be satisfied with less than the total exter-
pation of it ; this, made me cry mightily to
God fgl: witms_s of his spirit, which he
was pleased to grant in such a °
mamcrum very clear to me, and ofien
since in time of grievious temptation I shou
be ready to give up my confidence
v e AR el i
indisputably clear, indeed it is such a blessed

privilege that I think ita pity all do not seek

u.Jau;J hshm many are content qu
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God were more simple they would be meore
wise.

Dear Sir, T have wrote freely according to
that apeasure of light and understanding
which I have; requesting you would shew
your love to my soul, by setting me right
wherein I err; my ignorance is so great, and
my ideas of things so confused that I dare
not trnst to my own judgment m matters of
such importance, this sense ofimyseif, has
often occasioned me much distress,...when I
have heard these things spoken against, I have
been ready to admit the doubt and say, sure
this person is more wise more holy than I,
and therefore knows more of the mind of God
and if it be so I am hitherto “all wrong :...and
still in such cases after all that the Lord has
done for me, Iam too apt to question, being
mn myself a poor, dark, unstable creature....
But blessed be God for his free grace, through
this alone I am what I am, and find every
moment the same need of the same grace,
my mdlgmce appears every day more and
more, and this drives me to my Lord Jesus,
and my multlplymg necessities makes him
still more precious to my soul, O what should
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lwhdutwuchna Saviour, [ find [ have
Mall his merit, and would not be saved
without it, is sweet tobe a beggar at his

- feet, wbmﬂi%‘hﬁ‘lm on his bounty L.. my
Dear Sir, I request your prayers, T have
much need of themy....minc weak and im-
perfect as t.hey m,; are daily offered up for

you. By« :
Rev. and DwS'l'-, —l
- Yours in the. bom.s-l' Gtumgﬂécuon,
VR Y L F b X
sl LSS et P 1EL] _ )
Jha: C4n T v TR e
mar e sy B LA
STRNRT I MM e O R
. LETTER VI i w0 Ok
| n.. Jobn Wesley, to Mrs. Eliza Beunis.
’ll'r Dnu?ﬁnn. M "” Wil

|k 0 b

)UGH W;matmuemhpw
md:w bm\:u,yct l?w.-,eon- "
msmeymahw;fw
are always welco ,tom,g tthu‘- x
sa;r mcemmg e witness of

MW!TWW to all sound p




24 | Letter 6: August 14,1766

(2 )

ence. We may in some measure be satisfiee
without it, in the time of broad sunshine;
but it is absolutely necessary in the time of
clouds, and heaviness and temptation ; other-
wise it would be hardly possible to hold fast
your confidence.

Beware of voluntary humility, even this
may create a snare ;...in the ¢ thoughts on
christian perfection”, and in the * farther
thoughts *” you have'the genuine experience
of the adu ltchildren of God ; oppose that au-
thority,to the authority of any that contradict,
( if reason and scripture are disregarded) and
look daily for a deeper and fuller communion
with God ; O what is it to walk in the light, a
he is in the light !

Do not cease to pray for
Your truly affectionate Brother,

JOHN WESLEY.
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LETTER VIL
Mrs. Eliza Bennis, to the Rev. John Wesley.

Limgrick, Fuly, 15541767,
DeAR Sig,
I have made many attempts to write you,
sinceyou left this ; but my'state has appeared
_ so confused, that when I have taken up the
pen, I knew not where or how tobegin ; nor
indeed do I now know what to say, though
love and gratitude constrains me to write.

Your late visit to this city, prwd a great
blessing to my soul ; your word was accom-
panied with power,and enabled me more clear-
Iy tosee the work of God on my heart, yet I
cannct say I am satisfied.

The Lord does give me at times the testi-
mony of his spirit, that sin is cast out of my
heart, but I feel so much slackness, thought-
lesness, unstaycedness of mind, forgetfulness,
wanderings, and listlesness of soul, that 1 am
ready to question this evidence, even whilst I
have it; and from this view of myself, am ready
to cry out, how can these things be ! indeed it
appears sometimes as a perfect inconsistence,
so that I know not what to conélude ; ; Tdo
ngﬁad that measure of life or love which
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I once enjoycd, nor that clearness of sight, or
strength of faith, though at all times I feel my
heart wholly given up to God ; yet find also a
continual questioning in my mind about it
Indeed I think my experience such a jumble,
and feel myself such a poor, dark, blind, igno-
rant creature, that I am attimes as one bewil-
dered, and can only cast myselfas I am on the
Lord Jesus, taking him alone as my all in all,
and beseeching him to point out my way, and
not suffer my ignorance toerr; blessed be my
God, I do not find any propensity to sin, but
do not find that constant breathing after him
which I think should belong to the state, and
which I have felt in times past; I am often
fearful and distressed on this account, weary
of my unprofitableness, and filled with grief
and dejection of spirit ; and though I find no
condemnation from God, yet {eel a continual
dissatisfaction at myself....Indeed I find the
Lord Jesus precious, very precious to mysoul,
and am distressed,because I do not,cannot ren-
der him that obedience which I should, and
which he knows I desire to do.

Dear Sir, I have endeavoured to lay my
heart uncoyered before you, as the Lord
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Vsl would not appear any thiag (o you,
but such as [ am in bis sight who knows all
things, and shall hope for an answer as soon

"as your business will permit.
I am Dear Sir, your uaworﬂ\y,

But truly affectionate,

- ELIZA BENNIS.
m
"LETTER VIIL
Rev. John Wesley...to Mrs. Eliza Bennis.
Dublin, Suly, 25, 1767.

DEAR SisTer BExxis,

When you write to me, you have only to
think aloud, just to open the window in your
breast ; when we love one another, there is no
need of either disguise or reserve, I love you,
and I verily believe you love me: so you have
only to write just what you feel.

. The essential part of christian holiness is
giving the heart wholly to God, and certainly
we need not lose any degree of that light ; and
I vn; which at first attend this; it is our own
% e__;._. ty if wedo; it is not the will of the
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Lord concerning us, Your present businessis,
not to reason whether you should call your
experience thus or thus ; but to go straight to
him that loves you, with all your wants, how
great or how many soever they are. Then
all things are ready ; help while yet you ask 1s
given ! you have ¥nly to receive it by simple
faith ; nevertheless you will still be incompas-
sed with numberless infirmities ; for you live
in an house of clay, and therefore this corrup-
 tible body will more or less press down the
soul. yect not so as to prevent your rejoic-
ing evermore, and havin g a witness that your
heart is all Ais; you may claim this, it is yours
for Christ is yours. DBelieve and feel him
near.
My Dezr Sister Adieu,
Yours Aftectionately,

JOHN WESLEY.
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= LETTER IX.
‘Mrs. Eliza Benais, to the Rey, John Wesley. -
4 Limerick, May, 25, 1769."
Dear Sig, .

SINCE the Lord first called me by hls
grace to partake of his m&cx he has g-wea
me fo esteem and love you as a dear parent ;
but my oWn littleness and your great worth
created such an awe in me, as caused me to
keep a painful distance, notﬂhsw:dmgymr
kind and loving solicitations to ' the contrary
(I hope this will not appear as flattery, it'is
indeed the truth of mvheai't)' but have now
resolved by divine assistanee; this Mﬂht
be the case in fuzture. L |

Blessed be my God, T'have l'ound my " soul
much qmckene& by your® late visit;"but am
Msahsﬁad’tiibl feel restored alf that I hive

~ lost, T find many hindrances in pirsuing this; "
and mhy«;ﬂmsuue reasor8 'why I should fot
&memﬁmﬂudmm&hﬁ o
aﬁ&mﬂw’eﬁcouhgc me 4t finies
fofhspe and expéet anvéntite deliverance, bat -

' dt“n!f" m‘hnfaxérfnlmm

- ndeed lsjhst-,sh%ﬂglm-tbe*ﬁ oredy

> w o * .
“ ¥
o ..anv v - " ol B
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and should I wait all the days of my life, andbe
saved at the last, surely 1t would be wonderful
mercy ; yet my heart is pained at the thought,
I want a present salvation, a heaven within,
Fwant that I should sin no more.

That every moment I should feel

His love, and #now I do his will,
Should find no slackness on my part,
But pra'@é flow constant from my heart.

T cannot describe my present state, other-
wise than by calling it a mixture of happiness
and misery, and must continue to be so, ’till
the Lord condescendsagain to visit with a
fresh supply of his grace, this unfaithful back-
sliding heart. Indeed whilst I am desiring,
longing, and asking for this, I am ready to
cry out, *“ will the Lord indeca condescend so
far;” O I want more faith and more poverty
af spirit.

27th. Ifeared when you left this for Cork,
I should again lose all my earnestness, and
sink down where I was before, I have
many fears of that kind still, but blessed be
my God, it is not the case as yet, my soul
is at times all desire and expectation, but my
release is not yet come, this morning 1 found
my heart all caruestness in prayer, bemg de-
g;rous not to come away ’till the Lord had

¥
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blessed me, but not finding my expectations
answered, [ came away much cast down, and
opened the bible on Ezcekiel 20th chap. 15th
verse...this threatening I thought applicable
to my state, and suitable to my deserts.

But I will yet hope, evenagainst hope,
perhaps the Lord may be intreated....My Dear
Sir, I think if you would pray for me, the
Lord would answer.

29th. Blessed be my God, my soul has been
all yesterdav and this morning in some degre
happy, and still continues so, but not satis-
fied; T want a fuller manifestation of his love,
I want to be all as he would have me be, I
would make no conditions with him, only
that he would give me himself...Amen Lord
let me be wholly and only thine. |

The people here seem much stirred up,
and happy in the expectation of your returning
to us for a few days, I hope you have deter-
mined it shall be so; O come, and T fully

- think you will bring a blessing toyounm- ‘
wa!hy, but’truly Aﬂ'eatonalc,

ELIZA BENNIS

(e o
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LETTER X.
Rev., John Wesley...to Mrs Eliza Bennis.

Cork May, 30, 1769.
DEAR S1sTER,

Some years since, I was inclined to think,
that none who had once enjoyed and then lost
the pure love of God, must ever look to enjoy
it again, *till they were just steping into eter-
nity....But experience has taught us better
things, we have at present numerous instan-
ces of those who had cast away that unspeak-
able blessing, and now enjoy it in a larger
measure than ever; and why should not this
be your case! because you are unworthy?
so were they; because you have been an un-
faithful steward ? so had they been also; yet
God healed them freely, and so he will ysu...
only do not reason against him....Look for no-
thing in yourself but sin and unworthiness....
Forget yourself....Worthy is the lamb, and e
has prevailed for you ! you shall not die, bug
live ! live all the life of heaven on earth, you
need nothing in order 1o this but faith...And
who gives this ? he that standeth at the door!
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1 hope to sec you at Lamerick on Mon

next, and I pray, let there never more be any
reserve between you, and |

Your truly Affectionate &c.

JOHN WESLEY.

LETTER XI.
Mrs. Eliza Bennis....to the Rev. John Wesley.

Limerick Fulyyd3, W69
lman SIR,

'IHAVE often thought since . you. left
Limerick, if you did not know me before, you
now know me perfectly ; s all my weakness,
ignorance and errors lie open before you ; the
Lord knows I desire to appear in your sight
what Iam in bis who knows and secs. my
heart; yet have been grievously exercised
since I put my papers into your hands; when
you asked them I found a satisfaction in
gratifying you, but have since been much
tempted both to pride and shame; the exer-

cise has often proved a blessmg_&p my m,
andthe looking over former nee . ‘lﬂh
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frequently borne me up and strengthened my
hands when ready to faint, which makes me
still willing to keep them ; but indeed they
were never intended to be even seen by any
but myself, and from their many defects do
not see how they can be useful to any other,...
as I suppose you have by this time looked
them over, I shall thank you to return them
by the preacher who you may send here from
conference.

In the midst of many temptations, I do find
the Lord my refuge and support, and at times
am given to see, that my heart is wholly dedi-
cated to him....Yet am almost continually
distressed that I de-mot live more suitable to
such a profession; not only 0utwardly but
inwardly, I see myself every moment full of
flaws, wants and deficiencies; an inconstancy
of mind that causes much grief; I know this
should nct be....I see it is my privilege to
enjoy constant union and cemmmunion with
God, to live by faith, and rest in his will....I
see the happiness of this state, and have had
some sweet experience of 1t, and think I can-
not be satisfied *till I re.attain it; yet while I
thus sec it, my privilege and desire, and long
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so alter it, I do not grow toward it, I do not
enter into it, there is a something in the way,
which hinders, and which God only is a_lale to |
remave, O that he would take it out of the
way, that he would totuliy destroy every thing‘ll
that opposes his will in my soul. ¢

Mr. Bourk’s visit here, has proved a bless-
ing to my soul, and to his also, I hope the
Lord will enable him to keep his hold, and
stand by faith against every opposition ; he has
had some seals to his ministry since he came
here; if you could spare him to us this year,

I think it would be productive of good.

Dear Sir, at present I am exercised int
wardly by my enemy, and outwardly by the
sickness of two of my chikﬁn. so that 1 have
much need of your prayers; through all the
Lord does support me, and' am cenfident that
what¥is best he will do ; may Je continue to be
your strength and support, and give you |
counsel in all your consultations, is the carnest
praver, of yourever Affcctionate,

" ELIZA-BENNIS, |
# . o3

y .



36 | Letter 12: July 24, 1769

( 36 )

“)

LETTER XII.
Rev John Wesley....to Mrs. Eliza Bennis.
Dublin. Fuly 24, ;?69.
Dear StsTER.

IF the reading over your papers has no
other effect, this it certainly has, it makes me
love you abunduntly better than I did before ;
I have now a more intimate knowlege of
you.... I enter more into your spirit, your
tempers, and Hopes, and fears, and desires, all
which tends to endear you to me...It is plain,
one of your constant enemics and the most
dangerous of all, is evil reasoning.... Accord-
ingly the thing which you chiefly want is
christian simplicity....Brother Bourke and
you should carefully watch over each other in
that respect, and let each deal faithfullyswith
the other, let there be no reserve between you
encourage one another also, to pray for, and
expect the continual and direct witness of the
spirit.... They are by no means the besz part
of our preachers in any sense, who doubt of
this: I know but of one who had experienced
the work, that doubted concerning the witness
namely James Oddie: and I am affraid that
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fdr so‘me time he has rienced neither

the one nor the othcr ve Two of your write
Ib books 1 scml by that la&@pﬁm b
Jenny Moore, d I must borrow a little

longer. ..My Dear Friend, Remember 1'%

: Yours Affectionately, &c.
JOHN WESLEY.

—

e

~ LETTER XIIL

_ Rev. John Wesley....to Mrs. Eliza Bennis.
Bristol, Sepﬁwber 18, 1769

o e

MY DEAR SISTER, &
I WROTE a longer letter to you
Iusuaﬂy do, before I set out from Du
where or how it stopped I cannot imagine.
I think of you every day, indeed 1do not
know that l‘fcvcr loved you so well as since I
was at le,e"nck last, the more we are ac
quamted with each other, the more we o
to love one anofher _
I hope brothcr Bourke and you, falth-
Hfully endeavour to help Gach other. on,
Is your own soul all alive? All ’ul to

T s “k I D . ; *

-—__
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God ¢ Do you find again what you found
once ? And are youactive for God? Remem-
ber you have work to do in your Lord’s vin-
yard, and the more you help others the more
your soul will prosper. ‘I am my Dear Sis-
ter,

Yours Affectionately, &c.
JOHN WESLEY.

LETTER XIV.

_ Mrs. Eliza Bennis....to the Rev. John Wesley.

_ Limcrfck, October 17, 1769.
DEAR sm,.
AFTFER some delays occasioned by un-
;*}eseen circumstances, I have received the
two books, and your kind letters from Dublin
and Bristol, I want words to express the gra-
titude I feel for your loveand tender care
over me, may God still continue this mercy
to a poor unworthy creature; weak and imper-
. fect as my petitions to the throne of grace are,
" 1 cannot cease offering them up for you, whilst
I am able to pray for myself.
* Asto the state of my soul at present, it
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will shpuld be done in me, b}

me, yet I find such deficiencies in every re-
spect as bows me down and hinders my con-
stantly rejoicing in him, and am often afraid
that I shall perishafter all. Can this be con-
sistent with perfect love ? I _do not feel that
measure of happiness and rcstmg in God,
wlnchlonee did, my soul qu\mhfter it,_
and cannot be sam\ynhont it, yet cannot
onnu:by faith so as that nay receive it ;
when I would, Iﬁndmywa 5o closed up,
that I caanot get through, andsuch
ness of soul thulcmo:ﬁm '
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O how can 1 feed those sheep, commatted to

my care, the charge’ﬁes very heavy on me ;

Dear Sir cease not to pray for your unworthy,
 childin Christ.

ELIZA BENNIS.

LETTER XV.
Rev. John Wesley to Mrs. Eliza Bennis.

Whitehaven, April 12, 1770.
DIAR SISTER,

~If two or three letters have miscarried all
' will not, so I am determined to write again,
How does the werk of God go on at Lime-
rick? Does the select society meet constant-
Iy 2 And do you speak freely to each other ?
What preachers are with you now ¢ do you
converse frankly and openly with them, with-
out any shyness or Reserve? Do you find
your own soul prosper? Do yeu hold fast
what God had given you? Do you give
chim g/l your heart? And do you find the wit-
‘:'-"..-"ness of this abiding with you? One who is
now in the house with me, has not lost that
witness one moment for these ten years, Why
should you lose it any more ? Are not the gifts
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of God witheut repentance ? Is he not Willing
to give always, what he sonce ? Lay-hold,
lay-hold on all the promises. Iam,
ot Your affectionate Brother:
e {OFIN WESLEY.

LETTER XVL

Mrs. Eliza Bennis....to the Rev. Jolm Wesley,
Waterford, May 20,177

DEAR SIR, .
Having come to this city on a vieit to
my daughter, your kind” of 12th April

_was forwarded to mc from Limerick. Indeed
my heart is thankful for your eare over, znd
advice to me ; your kind enquiry concerning
‘my state, fills me with shame and distréss
‘when I consider what a dwar{ { am amongst
the people 8f God. The Lord does make it
the desire of my soul to do iil, and
knows I wouldbe wholly and entirely his, z
feel many hindrances, which nothing but hi
all powcrful grace can remove, these bear me |

and kccp me continually loaded with

D 2
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distress. O when shall my complainings end.
I know assuredly that it is the privilege of
God's people to have and retain the testimony
of his spirit, and think it cannot be otherwise
in the nature of things; that I find it clouded
is owing to my own disobedience and unbe-
Itef, and 1s indeed a cause of sorrow to me, at
times I have strong hopes that the Lord will
revive his work in my soul, at other times
have girevous fears and dejections, and am
ready to give up all hope; I have been parti-
cularly exercised in this manner since I came
to this city ; my own unfaithfulness so placed
in view, and such severe reproaches for my
basenecss, as has taused sore and bitter repen-
tance; oh that 1t would last, that I could
E weep my life away, for having grieved his
love”

But I am such a poor unstable creature, that
even this does not last, but like the natural
man beholding his face in'a glass. I quickly
forget until the Lord again reminds me of my

. state, .
~ Brother Saunderson is now in Limerick,
the select band meet regular, and a few have
been lately added to it, they speak open and
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free H:t mostly ina complaining state. 1 have
__ freely with brother S. and donow .

gorrespond with him (he seems athirst for

‘ﬂctlﬁcanon) but'I think I discern selfin all

1 do and say, and this discourages my for-

wardness in speaking to others, and g-enerall} ‘

fills me with after distress, brother Bourke is

on thiis circuit, the people here go on at a poor

rate, nordo I think it likely to be oth

until they have a stationed preacher,

desired me to mention this, and would thank

vou to think of them, as I shall-return home

ina few days, you will please direct your next

to Limerick. y 3
- I am dear Sir, &c.
ELIZA BENNIS.

- —_ -
_— - ——

LETTER XVIL
Rev. John Wesley...to Mrs. Eliza Bennis.
" Yarm, 7une 13, 1770.

MY DEAR SISTER,

JUST Now wehavc many pci'scﬂ all over
England, that are exactly in the state you de- -
scnbc they were some time since renewed
in love, and did then rejoice evermore; but
after a few years, months or weeks, they were
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moved from their stedfastness, yet severalof
these, have within a few months recovered all
they had lost, and some with increase¢, being
far more established thanever they were be-
fore, and why may it not be so with you? The
rather, because you do not deny, or doubt of
the work which God did work in you; and
that by simple faith. Surely vou should be
every day expecting the same free gift. And
he will not deceive your hope.

But how is this with respect to Waterford?
They would, and they would not, I sent two
preachers to that circuit, why did not they
keep them? W. L. wrote word that there
was neither employment nor maintenance for
two, and therefore wished leave to return
to Iingland. Let me hear more from you on
this matter.

If you can guard brother S. against pride,
and the applause of wel/ meaning people, he
‘will be a happy man, and an useful labourer.
I hope brother M. has not grown gold. Stir

“up the gift of God which i in you! I am,
My dear sister.
Your Affectionate Brother,

JOHN WESLFEY.
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LETI‘ER XVIIIL.
[rs. Ehza Bennis...to theiRev John Welley

‘o . Limerick, July 8, 1770
hl)r.an Sir

YOUR Letters always bring encourage-
ment, I rejoice to hear that many have again
recovered their strength;; and at times am
enabled to hope 1t may be my case; but am
often cast down and ready to doubt, from the
great unfitness I find in' myself. 1 feel it the
desire of my soul to be wholly given up to the
L&ﬂ,;ct do not find my mind so clear con-
cerning the work of sanctification as it has
been. Neither does the neccsmtr of it appear
in the manner it used to do. yet my
soul is reaching after a somethﬁithout

to any particular point, only this, that
I want more of God; I feel happy, yet feel
a void which nothing but God can fill. The
intercourse is open, but have not that full
clear vision, that immediate, mtlmat; open
access v}lnch I have had in time é&, there
is a mist between, which my sight cannot
penetrate, I cannot help sighing after for-
mer experience, buthave not that earnestness

of soul, that might bring the blessing ncar.
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But why should I not also acknowledge
the goodness of my: God.

He does make himself the desire of my
soul, and I find his love to be better than
life ; T am nothing, I have nothing, I desire to
be nothing ; but He is my all in all ; and for
him I give up every other good ; taking him
alone for my portion and my inheritance in
time and in all eternitv. He knows I fear
nothing so much, - #seéemtion from him,
and desire nothing so mueh as an establish-
ment in his grace, so as never more to offend
him. O that he would bind“my heart # mim-
self forever. Sisters P.and B have lately
been taken home; they both died triumphant-

icifig*in God their Saviour, and have

ear testimony that the religion of Jguq
is not a cunningly devised fable. ]
I believe brother L : met with trials'in Wa-
terford, the people are poor and think the ex-
" pence of a preachers Horse (and family) more
than they can well bear, but if it were possi-
ble to let them have a single preacher resident

. in the city, or even to exchange monthly with
the circuit preacher (without throwing any of
the Horse expence on them) I think it m;rrht

lisE
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LETTER XIX
Rev. John Wesliéy...to Mrs. Eliza Bennis,

Ashby, Fuly 27, 1770.
DEAR SISTER,

WILL You ever find in yourself any
thing but unfiiness ? Otherwise your salvation
would be of works, not of grace. But you
are frequently sick of a bad disease, evil reason-
ing ; which hinders both your holiness and
happiness, you want the true christian simpli-
city, which is indeed the highest wisdom.
Nothing is more clear according to the plain
bible account, than sanctification; pure love
reigning in the heart and life. And nothing |
is more plain, than the necessity of this, in
order to feel happiness here and hereafter.
Check all reasoning concerning these first
principles, else you will exceedingly darken
your soul, and go on denying ourself, and
taking up your cross, until you

¢ Sink into Perfections Height.
““ The debth of humble Love.”

If the preachers on Waterford circuit had
punctually adhered to the plan which 1 fixed,
the horse would have been no burden, but
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:,. _.’Eu_- P¥- months with a small society, he
ﬂd'gmpgch himself and them as life-
less asm Your alteration of the cir-
cuit so as to take in poor dead Clonmell 1
mch approve, and hope sister L: will be
gﬂcahlrssmgtothc few there. I rejoice

qstn'lP and B's happy rchlse....ls “not
t'hnswunh hvmg for!

Sull draw near tothefount:mby sunple
ﬁ:tﬁ,andtakeall you want, but be not sloth-

&iﬁ your Lords vineyard.
o yy Dear Sister, yours affectionately
s - o o JJOHN WESLEY,

B

LETTER XX.

Mrs. Eliza Bennie...to the Rev. John Wesley.

Waterford, Duy, 7. 177!;
muu lﬂh :

; 1 'i‘lﬂNK all my expectations are onl;
&f the Lord ; nor do I desire any ‘blcssmg
.n's'f?fa;» E ks -
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which does not come immediately from his
hand ; I purposed to mysclf much happiness
in sceing you here, and think my expectations
were not from man. Then how shall T ac-
count for the deadness and heaviness of soul
which I laboured under whilst you were here ;
but since then have found the Lord parti-
cularly gracious. This has caused some jeal-
ousy over mysclf. Ifear I do notknow my-
self aright, and am often fc wrful least I should
judge too favourably of mysclf, that is, least
I should imagine I had received that grace
which I have not. received; the Lord
knows I would not deceive myself ; and bles.
sed be his name he does give me to see con-
tinually that I am nothing, that I am behold-
en to his free grace for all things ; that I can-,
not keep myself one moment without his
special mercy. Nor indeed do I desire to
be kept without him ; I find it my sveetest,
my most delightful experience to be poor
and destitute in myself, subsisting wholly on
his bounty, and attimes do feel mysclf, even
- as water spilled belore him, and yet how many
thousand things do I find in me continually, -
which seem contradictory to this, and which
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orrected my little child in a hasty manmer,
_ --"-;3 spu-it being agitated and angry at the
hild; my heart smote me immediately, I
was grieved and distressed, and thought
*‘ﬁm:ly in vain do I 'profess to be cleansed
ﬁ&sm, for thus amn I overcome continual-
Iy,” mwemhf accusations came in. upon
me, and I had no defence to mhe,'i'h this
sﬁe I went to prayer, and acknow icdgbﬂ
ion in much deadness and hum-
ness, ‘iiﬁmh as a cloud fell instantly upon
me, when the Lord was pleased to visit’ my
soul, and gave me the testimony of his spirit,
that I ‘had not sinned. I was'struck with
s‘u-plﬁemdmed “how can this be” ! Tlooked
for condemnation, but found none, my heav-
mscfmlwasgone and the Lord did pour
into my heart the sweet refreshings of his
love. Indeed it is still surprising to me, for
I think I was angry at the child, but would
be glad of your judgment and advice, for
there is a constant fear over me, least I should
;ﬂﬂcc.nc éelf -

g LA
ﬂ
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I do find the Lord very gracious, and
svonder at his love, O surely it is all free
grace.

sth, I just now received a satisfactory letter
from brother S: he says he wrote to you, the
Lord has begun a great revival in Dublin,
and trust he will carry it on. O that he
svould do so here also.  Since you left this,
brother C: has preached regularly, his heart
seems earnest for the work and people of God
The day you left town, I met the womens
bands, the Lord did wenderfully bless us to-
gether, and I find my heart closely united to

“them ; last Monday I went to the roem, but
ncne of them came ; I do find it a heavy cress, -

yet by the grace of God shall take it up. 1T

know ke can, and often does, work with the

- weakest instrument; though at times it seems

nextto impossible that the Lord should ever
do any thing by me.

oth, My d=ar sir I have simply wrote you
the workings of my mind, I know you will
bear with me, I have had so many proofs of
your love that I cannot doubt it, may the
Lord prosper your labours, and make your:
yisit to Limerick a blessing to his little flock,
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indeed my heart aches when I think of your
being' there, and T at such a distance ; for
though I am sensible of your kindness and
thankful to you, for aflording me so much of
vour company when here; yet I think I had
not that satisfaction with vou, which I would
have in Limerick. But I am enabled to look
upon every hinderance as well as every help,
as coming immediately from the Lord, and
‘equally serviceable to me, O shall T say pray
for me, I hope the Lord, does sometimes
bring even me¢ to your remembrance, my love
to ‘the select band, 1 hope they remember me
when they meet. Iam my dear Sir.

Your Sincerely Affectionate, iy
ELIZA BENNIS.”

e a——————— )

LETTER XXL
Bev. John Wesley....to Mrs. Eliza Bennis,

Limerick, May, 15.
My Dear Sister. il £ e AT

& WH_F.'.'N'E'VER:'There is a dependence,

w_ﬁ%‘_’emly secregand unobserved, on

“any outward thing, it 15 the mercy of Go
k3 E 2

il e
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which disappoints us of our hope, that we
may be more sensibly convinced ¢ Neither is
““ he that planteth any thing, nor be thar wa-
"¢ tereth, but God th ar giveth the inerease.”
From time to time you must find many
difficulties and perplexities, that none but God
can clear. But can he clear them ? That is
enough. Then he surely will. This is the
very use of that amoinzing which we have
from God. It is 7o reach us of all things, to
clear up a thousand doubts, and perplexities
which no human wisdom could do, this was
given you in the case of your child, and
when that came, temptation spake not again.
1~ This is never more needful than with regard
to anger; because there is an anger which is
not sinful, a disgust at sin, which is often at-
tended with much commotion of the animal
spirits ; and I doubt whether we can well dis-
tinguish this from sinful anger, but by zbat
light from Heaven.
I really hope J. C. will do well, within these
two years he 1s improved exceedingly.
If our sisters miss you any more, there is but
ene way ; you must go.or send after them. Be
not idle, neither give way to voluntary humi-
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lity. 2 ¥ou was not sent to Waterford for no-
thing; but to ““ strengthen the things that re-
€ main”

It would be a strange thing, ¥ I should pass
a day without praying for you; by this means
at least we may reach each other, and there
may be a still increasing union between you
and |

Your Affectionate Brother,
JOHN WESLEY.

. Li;rTER XXIL
“Nin Eliza Benms.. .to tfl%Revd John Wenley

 Waterford, _‘}fuly 7,1771.
Dear Six,

THERE Has been no material alteration
here since my last. Mr. Newel paid one visit
to this city, and Mr Breden three, in the in-
terims brother C. acts as usual, and I think
whilst they have him, they can feel no fack, I
have had some opportunities of conversing
‘with him, for which I have reason to be
thankful, the cause and people of God are very
dear to him, and he loves you as his father.
. T have heard some object to his opinions, but
1 think his manner of 1 ing them is such,
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that they do no hurt to him or the people. ' 1
spoke freely to him on this head, and find he
entirely agrees with you, as to the essential
doctrines of justification and sanctification.
He holds elgction but not reprebg i, he
believes that God is willing te save all, and
‘that those whom he saves cannot finally fall.
This doctrine he says brings great comfort te
his soul, butas it might not have the same ef-
fect on others, he does not advance 1t, lest
any should rest in it,

Mr. T. comes on Sundays to hear, and is
at times so affected, as to run out of the house,
not being able to contain his voice; but his
convictions do not last the week out, he keeps
such close acquaintance with his former anti-

‘momian intimates, that his stings of consci-

“ence are quickly gone, until the next Sunday;
“then again torn under the word, and again
“careless; yet so rivited to zhose Antinomian
“professors that I fear it will all come to
uothing. I'meet the womens bands regular,
and we generally havean happy hour.

I thank my God, I have found him very
gracious since I came to this city, he has af-
forded me such hel‘ps as I didnot expect, and



%. -“"_ e A I"- .‘-




58 | Letter 23: July 20,1771
-
( 58 )

time these six months, he scems in earnest, the
Lord grant him steadiness and resvlution. ~ O
may the¢ Good Lord whom you serve prosper
your labours, and give you the desire of your
soul, is the earnest prayer of,

Dear Sir, Yours &c.
ELIZA BENNIS,

R LS TV AR LR T

LETTER XXIIL,

Reve John Wesley.nto Mrs, Lliza Bennis.

- Dublin, j"u!y; 20, 1771.

MY DEAR SISTER.
IAM much pleased to hear so good an
~accountof J. C. I was resolved to understand
‘all Gods dlsrensanons, I should embrace his
'opmmn because itina manner accounts for
some things = which otherwise are unac-
countable. But thisI do not expect: I am
content to understand e:éceéa’ing little, while
I am in the boa}....“ hat He does, I know
not now; itis enough, that I shall know.
hereafter. Our business now is to love and
obey, knowledge is reserved for, eternity.
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LETTER XXIV.
Mrs, Eliza Bennis...to the Rev. John Wesley

. Limerick October 15. 1771.
DEAR SIR.

WHEN I consider the many privileges
Ienjoy, and this not the least, that I can freely
unbosom myself to you; I amlost in wonder
and gratitude before the Lord. O surely I
have cause tosay, Lord what am I, that thou
dost deal thus mercifully and bountifully with
such a worthless worm.”” Indeed at present
every thing around me contributes t o increase

my thankfulness and astonishment; the
world is running mad after amusement , filling
their bellies with the east wind. At present |
horse racing is here the business of .the day,
(and' the multitude wonders after the beasts)
and balls, plays, and taverns, the drudger y cf
the night. My heart is pained to sce the
poor mistaken croud weary and fatigued to
to death with restless days and sleepless nights,

search. of happiness where it cannot be
fcund. But when I ask, “why am Inot
amongst them?”” why am I particularized,
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were attended even with terror and disimay,
which sunk my spirits very much, and caused
continual questionings concerning my state,
that text; ¢ Pe:ﬁa love casteth out fcar” was
often brought against me; at times a ray of
hope supported my soul when ready to sink,
and kept me from giving up my profession
of sanctification ; for this 1s what the enemy
aimed particularly to wrest from me; one day
at prayer, being grievously distressed at the
sight of myself, and not able to conclude cen-
cerning my state I simply told my distress
to the Lord, beseeching him to answer for
himself ; indeed he did put words into my
mouth to plead with him, and gave me so clear
a testimony of his work on my heart, as
answered all doubts, and enabled me to pur-
sue my way with more courage; this was a
trying time, and continued long, but I found
it was good, and know it was permited in
love. The Lord has now granted me a cessa-
tion, and my soul enjoys a calm settled peace.
I see my nothingness, my extreme poverty,
my numberless deficiencies; and find the
Lord Jesus my great, full, rich supply; and

enabled to sec clearly his work on my :
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heag,natwmhsmndmg my?
dictions. The inconstancy
sentinual cause of grief to me,Othnthewwﬂ
cnable e to walk more evenly before him.
Brothcr Herne und family leave town tomor-
ro!g, he was much blessed here, and has left
' an .gqmof&teentodxc society, he i unn-
deed a good upright fithlul hbpmsr
wife finding the affairs of the society
embarrassed, refused the usual subamtcnwe,
M.thmlf and children by work-
"E trade. while hq}-. tho® #@g,p
s b, .

young family sent to us before we
recruit our finances; we 2 now owe a hpavy
debt, and the weekly collections are not
e@dmg@g m expences, thebull: of
the socicty are poor, so thatthe wesgbt hel
@é-g?rwa _who are wiling, and,do contnbut.e
to ansxren,@e t cxpences. But
debt still lies. ,Cw We not bqvg{tm
Whe%least every other year *till we
u;t of debt. Your sincerely affectionate;

R | ELIZA BENNIS.




64 | Letter 25: October 28, 1771
( 64 )
LETTER XXV.
Rev. John Wesley....to Mrs. Eliza Eennis.

Rye, October 28, 1771.-
\11 DEAR SISTER,

13 1s no w onder that fipite cannot mea-
sure Inﬁmte. That man cannot comprehend
the ways of God. There always will be some-
thing incomprehensible. Something like him-
sell in all his dispensations, we must therefore
be content to be ignorant, until eternity opens
our understanding, particularly with regard to
the reasons of his acting zbus or thus. These
we shall be acquainted with when in Abra-
hams bosom. -

As thinking is the act of an embodied spi-
rit, playing upon 2 set of material keys, it is
not strange, that the soul can make but ill.
music¢, when her instrument is out of tune.
This is frequently the case with you.

And the trouble and anxiety you then feel,
are a natural cffect of the disordered machine;
which proportionably disorders the mind.
But this is not all, as long as you have to wres-
tle not only with flesh and blood, but with
principalities and powers, wise as well as pow:
erful, will they not serve themselves of ever y
bodily weakness, to increase the distress of °
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thesoul ? But let them do as they may: let our
{rail bodies concur with subtle and milicious
spirits! yet see that you cast not away your
confidence which hath great recompense of re«
ward, * be strong in the Lord, and in'the pow-
er of his might”? whereunto you have attained,
hold fast! and when you feel the roughest and
strongest assault, when the enemy comes in
like a flood, do not reason, do not (in one
sense) fight with him, but sink down in the
presence of your Lord, and simply look up!
telling him; * Lord, Immthclp myself, I
have neither wisdom nor strength for this
war, but I am thine, I am o/ thine! under
take for me. Let none pluck me out of thine
hands! keep 'that safe which is committed to
thee, and preserve it unto that day.”
Iam in great hopes, if we live until an
other conference. I. C. will be useful as
a travelling preacher, so would J. M. if he
had courage to break through. However I
‘amrphsed he exercises himself a litte, en-
courage him.. 1 wish you would lend Mrs.
“Dawson the appeals; take them from the book
room, and present them to her in my name,
% go yourself, for I wish you to be acquainted
%r I believe they will satisfy her about

Ly Y
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the church; she halts just as I did many
years ago. Be not shy towards brother Col-
lins, he is an upright man. Sister L. is al-
ready doing good in Clonmelil, do you cor-
respond with her? Your Affectionate,

JOHN WESLEY.

LETTER. XXVI.
Mrirs. Eliza Bennis....to the Rev. John Wesley.

Limerick November 14, 1771.
DEAR SIR,

I am truly thankful for your last favour, it
has proved indeed a blessing to my soul, O
may I be grateful for every help my merciful
God affords. I do in some degree find my
soul prosper, I know the Lord has taken the
bent of back-sliding out of my heart, and do
find it my settled purpose to cleave to him,
and follow him wheresoever he shall lead me,
but O I want to live more close to him, more
entirely devoted to his will. I have often admir-
ed that expression, of the apostles. ¢ Nor I
five” this is what I want to experience. That
death of self, that may enable me also to say 1
““ Not I live” indeed the trials I meet with |
from this /, makes me long for that happy
period. I am Dear Sir &ec.

ELIZA BENNIS.
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e e LETTER XXVIIL .-; .
Rev John Wesley....to Mrs, Ehm

Canterbury December 3, "71
MY DEAR SISTER,

© " 1 Did believe brother Collins would be'of
use to you, and you may be of use to him,
M other without reserve, and then
ﬁdwmwmm Thrusthim out
tovmithgm society, (not only those that
can give him meat aud.&nnk) from house to
“house, according to the plan laid down in the
" ‘minutes of conference; zben he will soon see
J&mhshﬁmrvllﬂpheis not asham-
ﬂ #pmmmm receivable now by
~ This'is the word which God will al-
Svam and which the devil peculm'ly
‘hates. Therefore he is constantly g up
both his own children and the weak
-"“WWW’*‘ L
"‘*""MGM M‘dﬂ:ﬂy given you, hold
t-ﬂfape&&w see greater things than
‘F&ue' ‘Your affectionate J. Wmley - ‘

L, TP T f
wf 3 ukl X TER ;xvm i
S .El.‘za nis, to lhe Rev. ]ohn &y
ﬂ«ﬂﬁwﬁi Lin "ué March, 1772

L 1% MY lasffo you, 1 the had some
’.- 8pportunitics of conversing with Mrs. D. in
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her I see what I have often thought; that God
has his hiden ones unknown to the world,
even among the rich and great, and surely she
is one of them, she has hiving faith, and a
tender feeling of her corruptions, but cannot
yet comprehend a total deliverance from them,
But O my ignorance! what shall I do with her.,
The select band 1n particular, and the soci-
ety in general are much stirred up since bro-
ther C. came here; he appointed several days
of fasting and prayer for the revival of the
work of God, and these were happy, blessed,
seasons indeed, the class meetings are lively,
the prayer meetings through the city are reviv-
ed, the public congregation is in general much
larger, and a deeper seriousness and spirit of
enquiry observable on outward hearers. I
think brother G. will also be made a blessing,
you sent him just in time, he preaches a full
and present salvation, and is liked by all.
: Mr. T. of Waterford, seems now in ear-
nest, I have had two letters from him, he
has bought a horse for brother C. and sent
him out on the circuit, he has joined the soci-
ety, and prays at the prayer meetings. God
does graciously throw in a rich person here
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and there, to bear the needful €xpenges of his
poor followers.

As to my own state, every day brings new
trials, and satan does dispute every inch of
ground with me, but through the infinitc
mercy of my God, I am preserved; so far as
I know of my own heart it is wholly devoted
to his will, yet many things arise which ap-
pear contradictory to this, and causes much
pain, at times I'do find a testimony from God "
that my heart is cleansed from sin; but I
want the abiding witness. Indeed I want a
smdy faith ; the constant sight I have of my-
self, Eééps-e conhnually disputing ; pcrlups |
meL&'d sees it needfull to keep me down,
that I may seck my a// in him. O may he
perfect his work in my soul, by whatever
means he sees fit. Dear Sir cease not to pray
for.... yom'&mmté child in Chmt*Iesus,

ELIZA BENNIS

4 "..;-..l" & ¢ ’ ;@"""

- L. & ‘i‘*' P B
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LETTER XXIX.
Rev. John Wesley...to Mrs. Lliza Bennis.
Liverpool, March 31, 1772.
DEAR SISTER.

YOU did well to break through and con-
verse with Mrs. D. there is no doubt but she
has living faith, but not having opportunity to
converse with believers, she cannot express
herself with that clearness that our friends do;
cultivate the acquaintance. MNow, lay before
her by way of promise the whole christian
salvation, she will quickly see the desirable-
ness of 1t, you may then lend her. The ¢ plain
account of christian perfection’® she will not
be frightened, but rather encouraged, at hear-
ing 1t s possible to attain what her heart longs
for. While you are thus feeding God’s lambs,
he will lead you into rich pastures.

I do not wonder you should meet with
trials; it is by these your faith is made per-
fect. You will find many things both in your
heart and in your life contrary to the perfection
of the Adamic law, but it dees not follow that
they are contrary to the law of love, let this
hll your heart, and it is enough, still continue
active for God, remember a talent is intrusted
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to you, see that you mprovc it, he doel not

like a slothful steward.
Your Affectionate lltnhn

JOHN WESLEY.

: : LETTER XXX.
Mrs. Eliza Bennis....to the Rev. John Wesley.

PO TR e ﬁﬁmd Mﬂ’y ’5, 1”"
DEAR SIR, -

: SHOR'ILY Aﬁt:r I'nylast Mrs. D. her
husband ‘and the children, were visited with’
sickness, this afliction has been made a bles-
sing to her, she mmw‘ptepmﬁgtog&tothe
salt water,and T go immediately to Waterford
(where I shall expect *your'ubxt). “Our soci-
ety is in a happy prosperous situation, the
Lord sent a blessing by Mr. @ and has se-
conded it by Mr. G. there are several aded,
some converted, and some made perfect in
love, the conversions are deep and solid, arnd
chiefly amongst the young men, three ?f
whom are aded to the select band, Mr. G’s.
deportment has gained him the gearts of all,
and his manner of enforcing holiness makes it
desirable even to its opposers.  Indeed we
ngﬁed on the sincere milk of the word....

‘
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that sower of discord J. D. is expected here
may God frustrate his coming, or the evil
which I dread from his wvisit, his conduct to
brothers G. and H. was so inconsistent, and I
saw such mischief likely to proceed from it,
that at my instance they lay the whole before
you, (which I now inclose) in cases which so
materially affect the church of Christ, and the
evils resulting from which, you may prevent,
the wounding your feelings must be made a
secondary matter; God knowsI would not
wound them by this or any other disagreeable
information, did I not think it much more
a breach of duty to screen these circumstances
from you. |
As to myself. I thank God my soul is hap-
py,the Lord is pleased to make himself the de-
sire of my heart, and it does as by a natural
propensity cleave to him. - I certainly do find
many things both in my heart and life contra-
 ry to the perfection of the Adamic law: but are
they not also contrary to the law of love ? and
I have beegtoid that every breach of that law
is sin,  How shall we reconcile that with St.
Tohn? if every wandering thought, every for-
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geml is a breach of that law, and

every breach is sin! how is it that they who are

orn of God sineth not? There has been so
much sail to me lately on this head, that T
would be thankful for your thoughts on it, and
positively what sin is. I request this, not so
much for my own sake, as for the sake of
others. lam Dér Sir &e.

00 EBIZA BENNB

a:==—_—.==nn
LETTER XXXI.
Rev Jobhn Wcslev »to Mrs. Eliza Bennis,

Tarm, Jm:é‘, e,
wr ‘Dear SisTER, A

AS Often as you can, I request you mh
converse personally or by letter with Mrs. D.
her heart is much united to you, and [ believe
vou are particularly called to be useful to
those whom the riches or the grandeur -of
this world, keep at a distance from the pure
word of God.... When you are at Water-
ford, see that you be not idle zberc. ¥ou
should gather up, and meega band immcdi-
ately. If you would also meet gglass or two
it would be so much the better, you know,
the more labour, the more blessing. You

+did well to send me éhc last ingfosurey it is

Salie . .
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absolutely needful I should be acquainted with
all such matters....the contrary would be
false delicacy. I have written to Limerick
if [. D. should go there in the same spirit
wherein he has been {or some time, to take
care that he do no mischief. If he should
proceed in that impetuous manner, we shall
be obliged to take harsher fheasures. This
I should be sorry for; one would not cut off
a limb, while there is any hogfe of recovering
its - y

Nothing is sin strictly speaking, buta vo-
luntary transgression of a known law of God.
Therefore every voluntary breach of the law
of love is sin : and nothing else, if we speak
properly. To strain the matter farither, is
only to make way for Calvinism.  There
may be ten thousand wandering thoughts, and
forgetful intervals -without any breach of
love though not without transgressing the
Adamic law. But Calvinist’s would fain con-
found these together. Let love fill your heart.
and it is enough ® Your Affectionate Brother,

v
JOHN WESLEY.

v
o
<«
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Mr ‘a_Bemiﬁ.;iio ﬂlﬂ Iﬁ}vd.j‘bhﬂwtﬂcyo
SRR 2R 4k Waterford, dugust 8171

e
4

P BT s

, o |
wtop

creased in number and grace since I was last
here; I do meeta Band and a class, we all
speak with freedom. 1 love the people, and.
I'believe they love me, there arc three preach.
ers on the circuit and all have work enough.
J. D. is now in Limerick, but as yet quiet,
- Why-did you not write to himselfalso? Your
answer to my last question has given me
much satisfaction, as I would always chose to
hgm Yyour authority for any thing I should
alla novice, Tam even astonished at my own
undness; yet my greatest defect does not

much as ¢ " '..egﬁbve. Here indecd 1
- am miserably .deﬁcient,”*gy cold, dead, stupid
- hea seldom lively or active afier God.
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How is this, if it be wholly given to him’
(which indeed T think it is) in short I think 1
am the most inconsistent of all creatures, and
amongst ail I converse with, can meet none
like myself, my mind is prone to wander, or
rather it is seldom stayed, and though I feel
almost continual distress for this, yet still it
continues the same; this makes me less use-
{ul than I might be, and 1s often a reproach to
me, when I speak or act for God. Amongst
the number that do request, and are in some
degree worthy of your prayers, may the Lord
sometimes bring to your mind, your weak
unworthy Sister.
ELIZA BENNIS.

LETTER XXXIIL
Rev, John Wesley.iito Mrs. Eliza Bennis,
Bristol, August 31 1772.
My Dear SistER. ]

MY Health is not worse, but rather bet-
ter ; your account of the society in Waterford
1s pleasing, continué to exercise your talent
amongst them, and ycu will be a gainer by it.
You need not dispute or reason about the
name which belongs to the state you are l.g, |
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kriow what you have s b€ UK for-ia.
fotr know what you want, zcal, liveliness,
“Stability, deliverance from wandering it -
Well then, ask and it shall be g
Thex ‘intotlml:mhestw.-f)pl':rltln'l?“&‘hﬁ‘e
Mﬂ&u You have ﬁumﬁmugh
M W ool afi R
. Tolimyoureverywat .
w.r“mmmm hs
5 Progeiont cdk i Brad A T
- Seehelpwhlleyetymaskla gmen Iam
\wa S:stm. feyprwr.\mam Brother,
Wi e g e SO WEBLEY..

g 4 LETTER XXXIV.
Mrs. Ehza Bennis....to the Rev. Joha Weﬁ
menc& Octeber 18, 1772

My Dnan Sir.
A muluphc:ty of huﬂmes prevented
my acknowledging the receipt of your last
favour till now. I left the ‘Waterford Society
inap rous situation : but have found
this in a dechne and in confusion ; the sower
mongst them ! O how is it
of Christ cannot speak and
:ﬂuﬁ, andmt in love? since my last I have
been wading 1 ouggdcep waters; many tri
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als pressing hard on me, and all together,
and so suited as to make them the more diss
tressing ; so that I have been at times ready®
to sink under their weight, And yet I think
these very trials would not be so tryiug to
another, and therefore that this is a mark of
-the want of grace in me; my ignorance and
blindness is so great, that I frequently know
not whether I am right or wrong. But the
Lord my God knows that the desire of my
soul is to do his will; he knows why he
suffers me to be so closely exercised. Ido ¢
not, I cannot, find fault, with what he either
docs with, or suffers upon me; but I would
that he would give me more strength, and that
his presence might be with me, for I feel it
more than nature is able to support under, to
bear the weight of inward and outward affiic-
tions, and the absence of God altogether.
His love is better .than life, and under the
cheering light of his countenance, I could
suffer any thing, but for some time#past this |
has been eclipsed, except at short and seldom
intervals, my desire is, that he himself would
search out the causc; and think my heart lies
open and honest before him; he knows I
would not be deceived, and that all in Heéavent'.
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arth cannot satisfy without himself. T
' consolation in thus spreading My ud'
~you; and am thankful to God
privileges Had I such an ’6pportumtflb“'r‘
long for, 1 could say much, which | cannot
commit to paper. - But as the Lord in mercy
to us has spared your useful life, and restored
. yﬂnﬁtmﬂﬂ’ﬁ}wﬁ? 1 have
had some M&pﬁﬁrﬁnﬁues of Mrs. D. I think
Hhahamsme‘ but the distress of my
hmﬂemwméﬂ’fcmthan
“they would be....I know Satan de-
 sires to sift me as wheat, aﬂtﬁl‘amwnt&!tto
undergo the winnowing, so I lose only the
chaff. My soul with all the feeble power it
has, hangs upon the Lord, and hope he will
again restore to me the joy of his salvation. O
mfwyMmemy Sister .
W TRA U ELIZA BENNIS.

: =8 "‘?.l.',_.
A0 LRTTER XXXV.
Hw ‘I'pim “cy to Mrs. Eliza Bennis.

ester,  ovember 3, 17728
e 2

54 R -was-well bestowed at water-
d; many I'doubt not will remember it with
2ss. . But why this want of dicipline
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in Limerick ! whenever this is droped all is
confusion, sce that it be immediately restored,
Captain Webb is now in Dublin, invite him
to visit Limerick, he is a man of fire; aud the
power of God constantly accompanies his
word, speak a little to as many as you can,
go among them, to their houses, speak in love
and discord will vanish. 1t is hardly possible for
you to comfort or strenghten others, without
some comfort returning into your own bosom.

Itis probabie I shall visit Ireland in Spring,
though I am almost a disabled soldier. I am
forbid to ride, and am obliged to travel mostly
in 4 carriage.

Whem do you think proper to succeed the
present preachers at Limerick and Waterford?
You have need to stir up the gift of God that
1s in you. Light will spring up. 'Why not
now ? isnot the Lord at hand? I am, my
Dear Sister Your Affectionate Brother,

JOHN W'ESLEY.

LETTER XXXVI.

Mrs. Eliza Bennis...to the Rev. John JWesley.
. Limerick, December, Vst 1772

DEAR SIR,
Blessed be my God, through many and .

grievous trials, he does still support and up-
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worm ; hﬂdne:r‘!
in my weakness, and me to

imm my way, determined by his grace to
_follow him, whithersoever he shall lead me.
‘But I think in this, I do not enjoy that mea-
sure of sweetness and delight, which others
oo i dadic

However distressing it may be to con-
sider you as a disabled soldier, the expecta-
tion of seeing you here again, gives me much

~ satisfaction, may the Lord prosper your way,
and make yourcommga blessing to all.

Our society is once more re-adjusted, we
all seem to be in love, and in earnest ; Grpp’mm
Webb’s visit -has proved a blessing; our
house was not large enough for the&;ong‘e

~ gations, many outward hearers seem under
awakenings. If we could now have a succes-

ampfutlange preachcrs from the neighbour-
ing m perhaps poor Lunenck mxght
once more raise its head. Iam my Dear
Su' YO* Aﬂ'ecumate Sister,

RS2 ELIZA BENNIS,

"5 S

- W
.
’ vy iy 4 AR
- -5 I L a1 3]
; [ S
- .
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LETTER XXXVII,
Rev, John Wesley.uto Mrs, Eliza Bennis,
Shoreham, December 16, 1772,

DEAR SisTER BrnnIs,

THE plan which you mention, I préfer
to any other, and have wrote to put itin prac-
tice immediately.

I think you make meost of your trials, by
unbelief and giving toc much way to reca-
soning; do not stoop to reason with the ad.
versary, but fly to the strong for more strength,
which by asking you will receive. Be 4i/i-
genz In helping others. I hope you visit
Mrs. D. frequently ; let not your talent rust,
but see to gain double interest, you work for
a generous master.  Fight on and conguer
all! Joy you shall have, if joy is best....My
dear Sister adieu. Your affectionate Bro-

ther. .
JOHN WESLEY.

LETTER XXXVIII.
Mrs. Eliza Bennis...to the Rev. John Wesley,
Limerick, fanuary 23, 1773.

DEAR SIR. _

THE first day of this month was kept by
thissociety, and by all the societiesin the three
neighbouring circuits, as a day of fasting and -
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chd hear Pl'ﬁw’
fesied. himself in. the midst of us; 1 think
many mll gg.memher it long; since then our
eongregatmnsm encreased, se\ﬁéﬂm added
to the society, nine of which “‘iﬂm
and seven of our oldmﬂ‘lhmﬁu hw
renewed in love. The prayer S are
re-established, and our preachiers hked;
~and beloved as holy zealous ren. ‘Why are
net ﬁstdfys more &equentmgﬂlc-l\k-a
thodists in general? I have observed that”
God always particularly blesses such ﬂmﬁ"-
here, and why not elsewhere? i
Efind that the Lord is indeed mypornon, 2
and he does enable me to press after him.
through many hinderances; I see there is no
standelaaiily" 2l B aslamed 1 have doiter-
ed so long, may he help me to double my
diligence; thxsby his grace is my determi.
nation. Yetl am so well acquainted with
my own extreme weakness, that I cannot pro-"
mise for myself one hour. Hitherto my God
lmth-helped me, and in"ﬁlm is all my dclm

._JLL‘
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dance; past mercies encourage me to trust
him for future support, and his faithfulness
strengthens my confidence. I see myself a
poor weak helpless creawure; poor beyond
description ! and this view drives e tc the
Lord Jesus, whose fullness alone, I find suffi-
cient for all my wants; and my whole soul
acquiesces and is thankful for this gracious
glorious method of Salvation, O that the obe-
dience of my life might testify my gratitude,
and my heart return love for love. But here
I fail; in both I am miserably deficient, and
cannot say I am at all satisfied with myself;
yet when the power of faith is strong, this
brings me again to the same place, so that
I am not the poorer for my poverty. Christ
is my refuge, and my soul hides under fis
merit, and leaves the whole to him, thus I am
supported with strength not my own, and
live wholly on the bounty of an other; and
while I expect nothing from myself, I am not
disappointed ; could I always be able thus to
exercise my faith, I should always be happy.
But O my blindness, what labyrinths am I
too often led into by my own ignorance. Dear
Sir, continue to instruct one of the wcakés't

e
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thatapplies to our common Father, and to you
fnsspecwl messenger for counsel.

Your truly Affectionate Sister,
ELIZA BENNIS.

—_—

LETTER XXXIX. .
Rev. John Wesley.....to Mrs. Eliza Bennis.
February, 12, 1773
My DEAR SISTER.

WHEN we draw near to God in his ap-
pointed ways, he will surely draw near to us;
pray remind Mr. G. of using the same means,
then he and you will find the same blessing ;
write to Waterford to brother S. and encour-
age him to do there as he did at Limerick.

I can observe by Mrs. D’s. manner of wri-
ting, a very considerable change in her spmt
more acquaintance whh God; more humility
and mere artless simple love; Tam much
pleased ye visit so frequently continue to lead the
simple, and God will give you more wisdom,
~ Aslongas you trust, not in ycurself, but
in him that has all power in Heaven and in
Earth; you will find his grace sufficient for
youand his strength made perfect iny our weak-
ness. Look to him continually, and trust in
him, that you may increase with all the inx

i
i
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crease of God, I am, my Dear Sister, Your
ever Affectionate Brother,
JOHN WESLEY,

LETTER XL,
Mrs. Eliza Bennis, to the Rev. John Wesley.
Limerick, March 16, 1773.
DEAR SIR,
BY a letter from Mrs. D. now in Cork,

I am informed that we may expect you in the
kingdom next month; may the Lord prosper
your way, and give you to see much fruit of
your labour. I never longed more to see you,
yet am afraid to solace myself in the expecta-
tion, least the Lord should see fit to disappoint
me. Iam still the same poor tottering fee-
ble creature ; bowed down under a sense of
my numberless deficiencies, yet wonderfully
and graciously supported by strength not my
own. I think others go on much more comfort-
ably than I do, but perhaps the Lord sees this
best for me, and could I always see his will in
it, I should be satisfied ; for he knows I de-
sire to suffer his will. Indeed I think in the
whole world there cannot be a more feeble or
unprofitable creature. 'When I consider the
helps which are afforded me, and my non-im- |
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provement of all, my spiritiseven sunk
w:thn me ; and though [am enabled to come
to the Lord Jesus as my only refuge, ystI
feel a want of that strength and vigour of soul
which would bring glory to God, or comfort
sufficient tomy own soul....I propose much
satisfaction to myself in laying open my state
before you, when I have the happiness of see-
ing you, if the Lord shall think fit to afford
me an opportunity : ’till then I hope for the
assistance of your prayers, and am, &c,
ELIZA BENNIS.

LETTER XLI.
Rev. John Wesley...to Mrs. Eliza Bennis.

Dublin, April, 1,1773.
- MY BEAR SISTER.

I FEAR you are too idle, this will cer-
tainly bring condemnation. Up and be doing !
do not loiter, sce that your talent rust not,
rather let it gain ten more, and it wiZ, if you
use it, * <

You are permntted’to be in heaviness, to
humble and prove you yet more. Then you
shall come.fori;fx as Gold. If you love me
you will b‘h write and speak freely, to
my Dear Sister, Your Affectionatc ;

JOHN WESLEY.
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LETTER XLII.
Mrs. Eliza Bennis, to the Rev. John Wesley.

Limerick, August, 25, 1773.
PEAR SIR,

THE want of any thing particular this
some time past, has prevented my troubl-
ing you, or intruding on your more precious
time. But the desire of receiving a line from
you, has obliged me to break through. Bles.
sed be God he does carry on his work amongst
us; there has been several days of fasting and
prayer kept by the sclect band, and two by
the whole society, and I believe most, found,
them solemn seasons; nor has the Lord suf-
iered uvs to seck his face in vain, some are
added, some converted, and scme renewed in
love. 'The young men are again stirred up,
and I hepe morc in-carnest than they have
been for several months; the select band
mect well, and our meetings are comfortable
because preachers and people @fe all of one
mind, and whilst thisis the case, the band
‘will thrive.  As for myself, I have taken the
Lord for my pcrtion, instead of every other
good, I have solemnly (and I think without
reserve) surrendered myself and all my con-
cerns into his hands with an entiresubmission
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to hiswill ; then how is it,, shat I find disap-
pointments in tempogals (With which I am
now surrounded) bear so heavy on me? And
be capable of giving me so much distress ?
The effect thatoutward trials have on my mind,
causes many questionings, and uneasy fears ;
and often puts me to a stand concerning my
experience, At times the Lord does give me
to see that I.am all his; but are not trials the
surest proaf of our grace ? Indeed I sece what
a poor novice I am! How little I know, and
how little I can suffer or bear for my great
and gracious Master’s sake, surely, I want
an increase of faith! O help me by your
prayers....I am Dear Sir, Your affectionate,

ELIZA BENNIS.

LETTER XLIII
Rev. John Wesley...to Mrs. Eliza Bennis.
Bristal, September 10, 1773.
ny DEAgfBIsTER,

WHEN two or three agree to seek God
by fasting and prayer, it cannot be that theig
labours should be in vain. Especially if they
add their eavours to their praycr for the
increase of the work . of God. I hope yon

will .ip;o;gagc every preacher to visit, ;thg
S o2 2
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whole society in order, {rom house to house;
dinner or drinking tea, does not answer the
same intention. This may and ought to be
done over and above,

I thought you had been in more danger of
being hurt by worldly abundance than world-
ly care. But we cannot stand under either
one or the other, unless we be endued with
power from on high. ~ And that continually,
{rom hour to hour, or rather from moment to
moment.  Yet distress 1s not sin; we may
be grieved and still resigned. And this is
acceptable with God. In all these cases, you
should remember that observation, never to
be Iet slip,

¢ With even mind, thy course of duty run :
¢ God nothing deoes, orsuffers to be done,

“ But thou would’st do thyself; »f thou could’st sce
¢ The end of all events, as well as He '

My dear Sister, Adicu....Your Affection-
ate Brother. JOHN WESLEY.

LE1TER XEIV;
Mrs. Eiiza Bennis, to the Rev. John Wesley.

Limerick, November 11, 1773.
DEeAr Sir, -

THOUGH the Lord has blessed my
husband’s industry, far above our expectation,
and has given me both the necessaries and
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cofiveniencies of life; yet with these I feel
such a measure of trouble and care, and such
afixture of uneasiness, as makcs me often
sick of the enjoyment.

I see the hand of God in this, and have
reason to praise his name, that he does not
suffer me to rest in any thing below himself,
but does so embitter earthly enjoyments to
me as continually to remind me that happi-
ness is not in them, thus trials, disappoint-
ments and difficulties in life are at times made
profitable by keeping my heart weaned from
earthly comforts, and pointing me constantly
to the Lord Jesus where only solicl happiness
is to be foond.  But in my passing through
these, I find much cause of dissatisfaction
with myself; I see I do not suffer or bear as I
should ; in every respect I come short, and
thereby continually make additional cause of
sorrow and distress for myself.

There is one particular evil that cleaves to
me, and causes me much bitterness of soul;
that is a hastiness of spirit with my children,
a fire within, that likelightning suddenly flash.
es, and is ready to burn up all before it; this
is. worse to me than all outward tryals, thesc
1look upon as under the direction of that pro-
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vidence who guides all things for his own
aloryand my good, But this appearsas a fiend
within ; as an enemy of God, still harbouted
in the heart, and rises continually as an evi-
dence against me. that I am all wrong. I
strive and pray against 1t, but am not deliver-
ed : is this consistent with an hecart perfected
in love? There are some of my intimate
friends, whose complaints are the same with
mine ; and for whose sake as well as my own
I would be thankful for your judgment and
advice. And as your letters are always made
a blessing to me, I requust you will favour me.
with your opinion, directed to Woaterford,
where I am now preparing to go, I am Dear
Sir.  Your truly Affectionate Sister,
FLIZA BENNIS.
LETTER XLV.

Rev. ]ohn Wesley....to Mrs. Eliza Bennis.

Sheernem Deceméer 1, 1773,
MY DEAR SISTER, .

SOME Time since, when I heard brother
Bennis had got very rich, I was in fear for
you least the world should again find a way -
into your heart, a i damp your noblest affec-
tions; 1 am not sorry ‘that you have not that
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temptation; It is most desirable, to have nei-
therpoverty, nor riches ; but still, you cannot
bé without temp tation, unless you would
- goout of the world. How far that sudden emo-
tion which you speak of, is a preternatural
dart from Satan, and how far it springs from
your own heart, it is exceeding hard to judge.
Itis ible it may be neither one nor the
other, but a meer effect of the natural mecha-
nism of the body, which has no more of
either good or evil, than the blushing or burn-
ing pole. But whether it be natural or pre-
ternatural it is grievous to one whose consci-
ence is tender. We may therefore undoubt-
edly pray against it. And, surely be can and
will deliver us. Come therefore boldly to the
throne of grace, and find grace to help in time
of need. ;
- You will find full emoyment in Waterford ;
I believe that society wants your exertions ;
see therefore that you be not weary of well
doing, Iam my Dear sister,

Your Affectionate Brother,

JOHN WESLEY,

Ea

R
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LETTER XLVI
Mrs. Eliza Bennis....to the Rev. John Wesley.

Waterford, December 29, 177 3¢
DEAR SIR,

YOUR Last gave me much satisfaction,
as indeed all your letters do ; O what cause
have I to be thankful for such helps; when I
find any thing in my experience which appears
doubtful, I am rather apt to conclude against
myself, and though this may proceed from an
honesty of heart ; yet.it has often been cause
of much distress to me, by opening a way for
the disputations of the enemy, and indeed of
my own mind, for I am of myself led to look
for that uniformity in all my experience which
appears to me consistent with a state of per-
fection, but which I certainly do not find ; and
so great is my ignorance that I knownot where
to lay the blame; I cannot charge it on God,
therefore I willingly lay it on myself; and
from this cause have been times without num-
ber ready to give up my hold as to the work
of sanctification, but am prevented, I know
not how? Indeed in every particular -case
your judgment determines the matter, and
gives full sagisfaction, nor can I be satisfied
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however clear the case may appe“my mind,
until I receive your approbation of it, and
even then I am often apt to think you passtoo
favourable a judgment on me.’

Indeed in general I find such a deadness of
affection, such a want of warmth and fervor
of spirit towards God, and such an unaccoun-
tabl teadiness of mind, and proneness to
wander, as I think none else who make the
same profession does experience; what shall
I say to this? If the evil propensity be taken
out of my heart, why should I find any diffi.
cillty in keeping it stayed upon God? This
was the case once, but it is not so now, nor
can I at any time doubt but that the work was
wrought, but finding it not with me now as
it was then, I often, suffer painful fears, least
all should not now. be right. My Dear Sir, I
know your love, will bear with all my folly,
andas I would act without disguise before
you, so I hope you will lay my weakness
before the Lord; indeed it is often my request
tha?:e would lay me upon your heart in pray-
er, blessed be his name, through the whole, I

" do find it the desire of my soul to do his will.
....He has in much mercy brought me safe to
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this place, but cannot sec wherein I can be
useful here, 1 think I never was less fit to act
for God, yet find a willingness to act even

without life, but the people are very dead and
do not meet. I am Dear Sir, Yours &c.

EL1ZA BENNIS.
LETTER XLVil.
Rev John Wesley....to Mrs. Eliza Bennis.
London fanuary 18, 1774
MY DEAR SISTER,

A WILL steadily and uniformly devot-
ed to God is essential to a state of sanctifica-
tion; but not an uniformity of joy, or peace,
or happy communion with God. These may
rise and fall in various degrees; nay and may
be affected either by the body or by diabol-
cal agency, in a manner which all our wisdom
can neither understand nor prevent. As to
wanderings, you would do right well to con-
sider the sermon on wandering thoughts, you
might likewise profit by Elizabeth Harper’s
journal, whose experience much resembled
yours, only she was more simple : and you
may learn from her, to go straight to God, asa
iittle child, and tell him all your troubles, and
hindrances and doubts; and desire him to
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tamn them all to good. You gre nol
sent to Waterford to be useless. Stir up the
gift of God which is inyou; gather together
those that have been scattered abroad,
and make up a band; if not a class or two.

Your best way would be to visit from house to
house, by this means you can judge of their

omﬂTd disposition in domestic life, and
may have opportunity to speak to the young
of the family. Besides, this will stir up the

preachers to do the same, which will bea great
point gained ; as it is very hard to get them to
attend to this most essential part of thelrduty
By motion you will contract warmth. By im-
parting life you will increase it in yourself.
As to the circumstance mentioned in the
post-script of your last. I should really think
you would do well to exert yourself in that
matter as muchaspossible. Tt willbea cross,
take up that cross, bear your cross, and it will
bear you ; and if you do it with a single eyc,

lt_vgﬂ}benolosstoyoursmﬂ ?
Tam my Dear Sister, v
VL

Your Affectionate Brother, .,
IQHN WESLE Y

I in ard 5‘“’1?

—_—
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LETTER XLVIIL
From Mrs. Bennis....to the Rev. John Wesley. .

Waterford, February 10, 1774.
DEAR SIR.

AS usual your letter brought a blessing
with it, from the time I received it my mind
has been more at rest, and my soul more
happy ; I have Elizabeth Harpers journal, and
sincerely wish I had her simplicity, Iknow
I suffer for want of it. When I can come
simply to the Lord I always find it does best
with me, But there are certain exercises of
mind which I am often under, when the pow-
er of this istaken from me; I endeavour at
such timesto come to the Lord Jesus as at
other times, but all before me is confused and
clouded, so that T cannot get through.  I'then
think none whose hearts are given to God are
in this state ; andfrom the view I then haveof
myself am ready to fear that all is wrong; and.
am obliged to stand still without concluding
on either side, until the Lord determine for
me. Indeed I may say my whole experience
1s one continued conflict with the powers of
darkness ; I'do not say this by way of com-
plaint, but Isthink there 1s still such a mix-

- ture of self in me, that it has need of this fire
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purge it; and I am satisfied it should be sa.
the Lord, he is my God, and his will is
sweet to me, and am desirous he should
perfect it in me, by whatever means he
shall see fit; I have only one condition to make
that he would keep me ever his: Butitis ve-
ry grievous to me when my state is not clear ;
I thinkif I had the constant approbation of
his spirit, I should never complain; I have
been asking for this, but it is always object.
ed ; how can God approve of such an unholy
m’ how can he be always well p!eased

e %ngt l&gly toleave thxs soon ; but can
do no good here, by the frequent neglect of
preaching, and the almost total neglect of dis-
cipline, the people are scattered, and of the
&vamm are grieved, and some
offended with this new method of preaching
fmtmws, they liave fo many years
m m‘]_ 0 the Mlesus
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alone ; and through his merit and death alone
to seek for justification here, and a final ac.
‘quittance at the great day. But now after a/J,
are we to be made perfect in the flesh, aud to
be accepted only for our works ; and even at
the great day 1s our faith, nay and the righte-
ousness of Christ to profit us nothing? but
our works only ; if this was the case, might
T not say,...* #Who then can be saved.”
Mr. Hawksworth a calvinist preacher undec
Lady Huntington Las come here, and preach-
es regularly at BMethodist hours, (ina large
rcom) and to large congregations ; he is to
stay for some time, and when he goesanother
is to be sent in his room ; our people though
i'qrb'id by the preachers, go almost constantly
to hear him...I have spoken to several, but
with little effect, and have heard his discours-
es so praised that I did wish to hear him....
but' would not shew the example....but I yes-
terday paid him a visit at his lodging, and
had an hours conversation with him...I charg-
ed him with unfriendly and unchristian-like
conduct in taking advantage of the disordered
state of your Society, and trying at such a
particular time ta widen the breach and gleaﬁ
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Al to himself, wi‘nch he-mmy aﬁmow'&
dged was his motive for coming. i
' ez Su-, the situation of these poor J
tgedsheepdamasesm much; O
mtcrpog m behnlfof L




102 | Letter 49: March 1,1774
(‘#1002 )

same manner, that my brother and I hz&
‘done: and as Mr. Fletcher (one of the
finest writers of the age) has beautifully ex-
plained it. None of us talk of being accept-
ed for our works - that is the calvinist slan-
der. But we all maintain, we are not
saved witbout works; that works are a
condition (though not the meritorious
cause) of Jinal salvation, it 1s by faith in the
righteousness and bloed of Christ, that we are
enabled to o all good works. And it is for the
sake of these, that all who fear God and

work righteousness are accepted of him.

It is far better for our people not to hear
Mr. Hawksworth, calvinism will do them ne
good, as to the rest I'refer to my inclosure to

" Mr. M’c Donnel with whom I wish you to
have some conversation. Be not discoura-
ged, Ireally believe God will visit poor Water
fordin love ; do you go on. Bear up the hands

“that hangdown, by faith and paayer support the
tottering knee : reprove, encourage ; have you.
appointed any days offasting and prayer, storm
the throne of grace, and persevere therein
and mercy will come down, I am yours &e;

JOHN WESLF¥Y.
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m !‘Ji:.a Beum!...m the Re Jot dey.
~DEAR 81R, v ) ) ‘.'.:
I think F do not at dl ] (Hdw_

trine, and so far as I am able to comp
.lt, ﬁltlmyt wmmh
point. - ‘Nor would I, if 1 could be s
any other way ; you have seen el
able to discover all my mlstakes, bq,t ?9“
have not reproved my errors ;. and surely I
Should ke this s e greaest instance ofyour
love,ldelmtmwmmw
in this respect; and as you haye seen the
workings of my h"“’”?"my-y@ﬁﬂm
 indocd.there-u thongt n it & woeldarish
‘mmmm*mmmous
..mrymﬂ:nn-ta agmm-
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for salvation by faith, I often thought. thga
through zeal for this, the necessity of good
works was not enough enforced up n the
people, but since Mr. Fletchers writings on
this subject have appeared; I think, with
some, the error seems to be now on the
other side. Nor do I wonder that the incau-
tious, full of zeal against any thing, should
take a step too far, but then we must also expect
that such a step will not pass unnoticed. Nor is
every person able to make‘allowance for sud_i
amistake ; especially when it is often repeat-
ed. Butas to that particular point, I would
wxllmgly have your judgment on it for my
own sétlsfactlon, whether we are to expect'
final JUbtlﬁcattou or acqulttance at the day of
]udgment\meer]y for our works, and whether
the merit “and righteousness of Christ shall
then avall us any thing.
I rﬁﬁ’ your last letter in Waterford,
Perfect being then on the circuit I did _
not see him to dehver yours but left it for him,
and have recelkcd one from him since I came
home ; smce wrote 'lastto you, my soul has
been in qeneral more happy, the Lord has
been pleased to keep the enemy at a greater,
elistance, and to allow me a clearer and more

Lt
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more eatabllshed in hns m
havereasonto theLordr.hnﬂIt did thus
strenghten me; for I found M ,Icame
home, I had needof it. I'

Em;au 43 “Wm d'. ‘I"I" %
diressd. 1 found the preacher and p

turned out of the way, for Hé‘mei
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long preserve you over his church is the
ardent prayer of Dear Sir, yours &c.

ELIZA BENNIS.

LETTER LI, :
Rev. John Wesley...to Mrs. Eliza Bennis.
Leeds, May 2, 1774.

My Dreanr Sisten,

UNTIL Mr. Hill and his Associates
puzzled the cause, it was as plain, as plain
could be; the Methodists always held,
and have declared a thousand times ; the death
of Christ is the meritorious cause of our Sal-
vation, (that 1s pardon, holiness, glory) lov-
ing obedient faith is the condition of Glory.'

~This Mr Fletcher has so illustrated and con:
firmed, as I think scarce any one has done Bc-'
{ore or since the Apostles. R N
When Mr. W. wrote me a vehement lettesr
concerning the abuse he had received from’
the young men in Limerick, and his deternfr-'
nation to put them all out of the society, if
they did not acknowlege their fault. I mu@iﬂ
wondered what could be the matter, and only
wrote him word ‘¢ I never put any out of our
society for any thing they say of me’.. .
You are come in good time to make peace:
Go.on, and prosper.  Your ever Afectionate:
JOHN WESLEY.
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make me sensibla of, and thankful for hwm
goodness....For some time past, my soul has
been kept more than ordinarily happy in God ;
frequent opportunities of Christian conver-
sation always has this effect, and Mr. Snowden
has afforded me many happy seasons of this
kind, which have been much blessed to both,
he still retains his happines and confidence,
and I trust will continue to do so; I, with ma-
ny others have reason to thank the Lord for
sending him to Limerick.

He came at a very critical time, and his en-
tire deportment since, has been such as to
gain the love and esteem of all the people..
Peace and harmony subsistsinow amongst us,
and the generality seem to have but one end
in view. Yet we want a greater revival, the.

Select Band set apart some days to wres-
tle with God for this,...which has not been al-.
together in vain ; but we wait for a fuller an-
swer: by aletter from Mr. M’dennel, the.
work of God is prospering in the county Wex-
ford...but in Waterford they are still' lifeless..
we have proposed to them, and all the coun-
iry societies on this and that round, to set’
apart the first of next monthas a day of
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cause tﬁed:;ybmeatohve I am
2 | ELIZA BE.

e LETTER LIIL

‘_‘Mrs g.hu Bemua,toﬁellev John Wesley.
© W Limerick, December 24, 1774)
~DEARSIAG ¢ A o e et vl e \-“‘

THAVE delayed  to acknowledge: the
receipt of your last, ’till I could inform you of
nmallmwl at Kingswood Mﬁn I

only in this, but in every affair of life I sée t ,
Lord is willing to bear my burden, qni-r

simply-and confidently cast it upon him. |
do [ findbany other‘way of deliverance, '
MM in'many cases pointed me
~himsel enabled me to cast all my care *

ave sur undcﬂ!em:gh-‘

but glory hm hhl#hmgh outward things
Mm :ﬁ‘? have not the same
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effect on me, they do not distress me in the
manner they used to do; my heart and trea-
sure 1s laid up above, and as to temporal af-
fairs, I desire to leave them entirely to the dis.”
posal of my heavenly father ; who knows best
Low to distribute them, being fully confident
of his care and protection over me and mine ;
and knowing assuredly that his will is best
however humbling it may appear. This 1s
the present state of my mind, and has been so
for some time, and surely I may say ‘¢ this hath
the Lord done”, for no power but his, could
ever have subdued the world in my heart.

‘But a doubt arises whether I shall always

“enjoy the same deliverance ; I trust I shall,

and am enabled to depend upon my God for
this also. |
~ The work of God goes on blessedly here
under Mr. Snowden and Mr. M’donnel, we
hayve indeed happy meetings both in public
and in private; the Lord is also at work in
Waterford, and in most of our country socie-
tics; but as you have got an account of these
1 need not recapitulate.

We rejoice at the expectation of seeing you
herc once more, may the Lord prosper your
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m;d send his blessing with you ;...aml
giant you many happy returns of this solemn
season...prays your truly Affectionate .
Wit o ELIZA BENNIS.

S O PETTER NIV

Rev. John Wesley....to Mrs. Eliza  Bennis.
“wips e o oo London December 21; 1776.
.YOU are agreat deal less happy than

yOuWould be, if you didl not reason oo much,

Lhis frequeatly gives that subtle adversary,

an advantage against you. Voy have néed to
‘be continually as a little chﬂdM
up for whatever you want. 32

It is devoutly to be wished for, that we -
may rejoice evermore: aud it is certain, t
inward kingdom of God, implies not only
Righteousness, and peace, but joy in the Holy ™ |
Ghost. You have therefore reason to askfor.

aﬁ.éx‘pect“ the whole gospel bléssing. -Yc;
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LETTER L¥.
Mr. Thomas Walsh...to Mrs. Eliza Bennis.
Dubliny December 13, 1753,
1Y DEAR S§18TER. ' _
FROM your letter, I do believe God
bas revealed hissenin yeur heart, and that
you havetasted of his good word: yet still
you fecl a want of many things; there is &n
erptiness in your soul.  The perfectiove of
God is whut you want to mseke you truly boly
and complesely bugry.  Hercunto are we call-
. 4e-finicrit the blessiug of perfect love; to
be made pure in heart, to have the gloricus
image of God stamped on cur immortal spirits.
' Ioare not say, that I have aiready attaired
1l ls ‘vet I firmly believe there is a posslblhty
v'mg to God every moment; and of doing
15 will on earth as it is done in Heaven.
Keep up a divine acquaintance with Jesus
Ch‘;i‘\st. Be often on your knees before him;
tellhim what youf ear and feel. I praise his
name I {eel his love to my soul, while I am
writing of it.....I am my Dear sister, your
Affectionate Brother Sk

THOMAS WALSH.
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‘m Eliza Benms, .o Mr. Thomas Walsh.
*f- Limerick, Yanuary 20, 1757

%  SINCE I had last the pleasure of seeing
‘my Dear Brother Walsh, I have been
* exercised with many and heavy trials; and
" have sometimes found it hard to stand and
“bear the stroke, and yet to look up and say
¢« Thy will be done”....Buathitherto thq”‘d
hath brought me; however weak,: yet hang- 1
ing upon him, believing in him, and desiring
" todo his will; my heart is often enlarged, and
my desires great after perfect holiness; yet *
finding how infinitely shor & com: , and .how
often my purposes are broken, I am brought,
_to déiibt whe. her it be lawful for meto ask it 3
~or not; in your next letter I beg you will &y ]
a great deal on this head, both as i informati |
and instruction....I do desire that the wholc ‘-
will of God may be done in me, and I |
. 1tis his will that I should be clean; &t
promise s‘m tome, afar off; my hean‘a
evil, uegaf my will perverse, my affections
__ J:old and dead, and my faith so weak that I often
' er Ihave any or not.. I believe that

' __,:,' hangs upon gnst, more

ik 2



114 | Letter 57: February 5, 1757
( ~114" )

weak and helpless, and more unclean than I
am....Now in this state may I expect or look
for an entire instantancous change of heart
without first experiencing a growth in grace,”
which I cannot say I do?...I1 shall anxiously
expect your Answer...and am Your Affec.
tionate Sister
ELIZA BENNIS;

LETTER LVII.
Mr. Thomas Walsh...to Mrs. Eliza Bennis.
' Londen, February 5, 1757
MY, DEAR SISTER,

BLESSED be the author of every good
and perfect gift, that he has inspired your soul
with fervent desire to be made holy and with-
out blame before him in love; may the Holy
Ghost through the blood of the everlasting
covenant, make you perfect and entire lack-
ing nothing. You ask weighty questions in
your letter, as far as I have learned by scrip-
ture Conversation and Lxperience the general
method is this. .

First... The soul by the spiriz of God, apply-
ing the commandment, s deeply convinced
of its darkness, guilt, misefighand helplessness,
then a man is poor in sp%'at, and has noth-" .-
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ne ’ but bcmg weary md hﬂﬂ hdeur "
seeks and groans to be delivered.
* Secondly....The same spiri¢ works faith Tn

‘the broken heart ; giving divine light, where-
by the soul sees God, gracious in Christ;
and divine power whereby the soul can trust
God ; then is given the spirit of Adoption,
and the heaven born soul rejoicss in (i
through Christ; loves and delights in
Lord Jesus, has free access to the throne of
grace; the man thus translated out.of darkness
into marvelous light, thmks, all 1s right with-
in bim and that he shall.jmm War no more.
But in some weeks or months, by some exter-
nal object, of temptation, or by the direct light
and po%r of the blessed spirit, the roots of
bitterness in the heart are made manifest ; :
ger, pride, foolish and hurtful des:res, unbe- |
lief, and spiritual indolence rise in the affec-
tions ; a man is amazed and ready to conclude
he has deceiv hunself ‘and satan takes all
. the advantage he can to bring him into doubt
and condemnation....Yet if the man cries to
Gpd, he sgon answeq and bears witness, that

vert . 55, he has redemption

i
-
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Thirdly. Arises a cry in the soul for the
perfect image of God, and the mind of Christ;
and there [ollows great tenderness of consci-
ence, deeper hatred to sin, and a vehement
love to holiness ; likewise the soul examines
and proves itself, to see if it loves, or desires,
or does any thing that the Lord hates or for-
bids ; or whether it neglects any known duty
it may and ought to perform; then begins
more resolutely and constantly than ever, the
true self denial, and taking up the cross,
Right hands are cut off; right eyes are pluck-
ed out; all forsaken in heart and affection.
In this state there is a ‘growth in grace, and
the destruction of the old man; oftentimes
joy, hope and liberty in prayer, yet quickly
foliow fears, sorrows, temptation and impa-
tience. After these strong desires, and stre-

-nuous endeavours. At length the soul com-
prehends the nature of the thing more per-
fectly, and believes the promise of God, that
he will doit. Now the zempter rages more
than ever ? but he has not his former power,
to enter or grieve the soul by his fiery darts.

i The mind labours with greater freedom; finds
a sensible increase of faith, hope, and, loye,
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‘ ‘et sin' is in the heart; mnhdlef P"d'm
some evil affection may yet stir.  But
man being set upon the work, never g'hrcs ‘
m,unul the spirit of burning totally extir-
m sin; until the blood of the lamb has
clem:qll from all sin. This final stroke
is as instantaneous as | ustaﬁcamn. and then
thesoultsumdebmocmt,lusnoevdm
is strictly united to God in Christ, and
all its affections centre in God. The spirit of
God,shortlyrevealsto the mindwhat is wrought
in it, upon which it tmmpl;s and _is filled
- with gratitude to God, good will to mankind
and a perfect desire todo and suffer all the good !
acceptableand perfect will of God. Again.
- Fourthly....after all this is accomplished, ‘
“the soul sees and fecls in an mexpressible
manner, how little it knows, loves or enjoys
of God; and although no fear, (that hath tor- .
ment) no darkness does now arise; there is
‘great humﬂm before God. The soul dilates
' xpands itself, and duily receives  more
l'ght Jlove, power, smeckness, rest, life and
Tiberty ; ﬂns is gro% in grace, and in the
~ knowledge of ww and saviour Jesus
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¥inally, when the corn is fully ripe, the
sickle is thrust in, and the spirit, returns to
Lod who gave it. |

You will observe, that I say, this is the
general method of Gods working on the souls
he brings to glory. But particular incidents
anay happen to different persons; and there
are many things in the work of God (even in
our own souls) that we cannot account for,
much less, speak clearly concerning.  Souls
may be differently awakened, as to the means
and measure, so also they may have clear or
faint manifestations as to the time of justifica-
tion. Again, some may abide months ot
JYears in a state of peace and rejoicing, others
only days or bours. Moreover, some may be
more deeply awakened after justification than
others, their sense of sin may be more deep and
ptercing ; and this likewise may continue
longer or shorter according to various circums
stances : Solomon *‘ could not tell the way
of the spiri’. Christ inculcates the same
truth.... John 3.8. Our duty and interest
then is; to search our_ heart, and commune
with our spirits ; and sce if we are willing to
give up all and be saved in Gods own way. Let
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us never rest until every evil temper is des-
troyed, and our souls truly united to Jesus,
Christ. Let us seck to know for ourselves,
that the Lord has created a clean heart in u‘a,.
and also renewed a right spirit within us ; and
then will follow, that divine afhance, that God
will keep us from every evil work, and pre-
serve us blameless to anid for his heavenly,
kingdom, :
My love to the church of Christ at Lime-
rick, the Lord Jesus knows I love you all,
and earnestly pray that ye may be filled, yea and
abound with every good gift; that ye may be a
church without spot or wrinkle, or any such
thing; at present my body is weak. But my
mind is stayed on God; and I think, I feel |
renewed strength of both body and mind when =
Ia’mpresentingycatthcthroneofgn ‘
which is my daily duty, and delight. ﬁl‘t}
My Dear Sister, I am Your Affectionate
Brother, THOMAS WALSH.

Mr. Thomas Walsh..to Mrs. Eliza Bennis.
y_' . ¢
G London, November 5, 1757
)qg,?_;n__m_@ SISTER, BENNIS
~ YOU Must fight on still, Jesus will help
Mﬂ% ng make all things possible.
A3 J:'", it i Pl A L
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We do not want the light of truth, so m

as the fire of love, practice will make a man
truly wise. John 7-17. If we want to know
our duty, let us do what we know, Christ’s
word must remain forever true, and no other
wiil do as well. Now, saith he *“ If any man
* will come after me, let him deny himself,
and take up his cross'daily””.  This is the way
to become and remain a disciple of Christ’s,
Todeny our sensesis an arduous work, but to
deny our affections is more difficult still.
From the moment we intend to be perfect, we
ought to examine ourselves in 2ll things that
impede the spiritual life. O self-will and
pride, what a devil in human nature zhese!
O beware of the first motions.

I find less and less inclination to dictate to
others, Jesus Christ is the great teacher in
i church, O let us all learn of him. My

body is growing much weaker daily, but my

soul is bappy, happy, bappy in my Ged.

May ‘the Holy Ghost teach and assist
you to pray for me, and all the church of
God; and may his fellowship be with you
forever more Amen.

THOMAS WALSH,
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W”‘ Olivers...to Mrs,Eliza Bennis.

Clonmell, April 25 u&&
ﬁﬁnr ‘Dear SISTER. o

"' DO you continue as earnest with Godﬁr
‘your immortal soul’s eternal happiness, as you
were when I last saw you? O never rest
‘without that * perfectlove which casteth out
ing stronger or weaker, examine your-
self; one or other must be the case ; forythiere
is no standing still in the ways ofGod O
ﬂzﬁ*y&m{y sorun as to obtain the prize
'ﬂﬁti&‘ﬁe'th&neyuu,whlch is no less than
glory ;make sure ofﬂ:emkwh:ehlﬁ'p&ﬁ&
holiness, and then the prize is certain. Pn}
much for an earnestness of spirit, and forl"
constant sight of your wants. Seek the ;

of God, as you did the favour of God, an 1
will come as surely, andperlnpﬂs,lmlaﬁL
ously. ¢ It shall be unto you, according to
,ym &th” Pﬂy then, constantly pray, for
0 Delx Ve Rﬂﬂlﬂﬂlb@l‘ there are gle.
lﬂm, many exceceding great ‘
5; that you may thereby

de p -;j‘___'_,___*er of ﬂie Divine Iﬁw:
TR BT b a‘v
! ,!"l" L5
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2d. Peter 1, 4. Inthis sense, I may say, the
promise is to you, and to your children,and to
all who believe. Come,Come my Dear sister !
these bunches of spiritual grapes which you
often taste, plainly shew that the land of prom-
ise whereunto you are going s a good land ;

¢ O that you might at once go up,
¢ No more on this side Jordan stop,
« But now the land possess.

¢ This momeit end your legal years,
¢ Sorrow and sin, and doubts and fears,
“ A howling wilderness™.
be patient, be diligent, the tops of the towers
will soon appear, O look to your Fosbua, and
foilow him, and he will surely bring you in.
Fear not the tall sons of Anack ; gigantic foes,
such as Pride, Unbelief, Anger, Self-will &e,.
these are nothing to the omnipotent Febovab
. with whom you have to do as your captain,
':-.;ﬁllen fight and conquer through the strength
ef the lamb, and victory is certain.  Then
comes the great prize ! the treble crown! Glo-
ry! Glory! Glory! '
O my Dear sister, does not this transport you:
Yours Affectionately

. THOMAS OLIVERS

P
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G4  LETETRLX. | \
B{Q ’Wdham Pemngmn «to Mrs Eliza Bennis.
- : Cark, Fune 4,1764

- 1HOPE my Dear Sister Bennis is stilt
;mmply folfowing on to know the Lord ; being
determined to know nothing but Christ, and
him crucified. To know what he did, suffer-
ed, and taught, that you may befully conform-
ed both in heart and in life, veain o// things
to Christ your cxalled head ; so shall you be
 qualified to héld communion with him here,
and to be happy eternally with him hcrealter.
I see no other way to live the life divine ;
but by simple, yet active fith in Christ Jesus;
togo to him by fzith every moment, ford\'crpr
thing you want, whatsoever it is; is the only
way to retain or increase life, and so far as
- this 15 neglected, so far 2 soul will assuredly
suffer Toss. Let not the Devil by any means
prevent yom' thus living from God, to Goc,
and for God, according to that precept, Ro:
‘mans Hdﬁﬁm‘ 1 and 2 verscs....Do youfind
it thus at all times ? Is your heart wholy taken
up with, ?d pesseagdby God? Can you now
p@mc ever more, Pray without Mg.
" ;ﬂﬂﬁf ﬂl’ng give thanks ? If rot, what
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hinders 7 O lay aside every weight, and the sin
which doth most easily beset you, and look
steadlfastly and constantly to Jesus the Author,
and he will be the support and the finisher of
your faith, and make you now, and ever more
happy, which 1s the sincere and fervent prayer
of your Aticctionate Brother
WILLIAM PENINGTON

LETTER LXI

Mrs. Eliza Bennis...to v, William Penington

Limerick, fune 10, 1764,
I AM truly thankful to my Dear Brother
Penington, for your close and affectionate en-
quiries....Blessed be my God, I hope lam
simply following on to know the Lord; and
think I am determined to know nothing but
Christ and him crucified; I long to be fully
conformed in heart, life, and all things to my
xalted head. I /kzow that my Redeemer
liveth, and find him indeed precious to my
soul. My way is often strewed with thorms,
but blessed be my God, Iam enabled to look
to the end, and see my treasure laid up above.
Since I have lost you and brother Dillon, ¥
have learned to live wholly upon God, and
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heart with grace, and make you useful to his
people... Your Affectionate Sister.

FLIZA BENNIS.

LETTER LXII.
Mr. Thomas Taylor...to Mrs. Eliza Bennis.
. Dublin Fuly 28, 1765.

MAY grace mercy and peace be mul-
tiplied unto my dear Sister Bennis from God
the father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ.
I trust you are in a beiter state of bodily
health, than when I left you....Indeed * al/
things work together for Good to them that
love God”...Therefore as nothing comes by
chance, be assured of this; that ¢ zbese light
affiictions which are but Jor a moment, shall
worw aut for you an exceeding and eternal
weight o) clory...Glory my dear sister, glory!
rloes not the very sound of that word transport
you? how much more the realizing prospect.
Then let this encourage you, to bear these
fiery trials, which are not sent to consume,
butto purify the soul.. .God does not send
them as judgments on his children ; no, they
are only like the rod of an indulgent father,
which necessity constrains him to take...And
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the keeping of your soul, and who has pro-
miscd none shall pluck yeu out of his hands.
O live near to the captain of your salvation,
that you may be enabled to say. |
My cheerful soul, now all the day,
Sits waiting here, and sings;

Looks through the ruins ol her clay,
And practices her wings.

* Faith slmost changes into sight,
When from afar she spies;
Her fair inheritance in light.
Above created skies.

*« The smiles of heav’n rush sweetly in,
At a1l the gaping flaws;
Visions of endless bliss are seen,
And native air she draws.”

‘Thus may you sing your precious moments
away, while here below, until you shall be
called to Empyreal mansions; where * zhe
““ wicked cease from troubling, aud the weary
““areat rest”.

"I'ried and tempted you must expect to be,
while in this vale of tears, but ¢ yer a lirtle
 auhile” and be that shall come, will come,and
“awill not tarry”. O may he complete the
work of faith with power, enabling you to re-
joice evermore, to pray without ceasing, and
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in every thing to give thanks ; for this is the
will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.

- I am now ready to take my farewell of Ire-
land, perhaps for ever! O my God grant I
may be ready to take my farewell of this world
- when it shall please thee to call me home.

Indeed I find the necessity of keeping close
to the captain of my salvation, least after pre-
rending to preach to others, I myself should
become a cast-away. Here the soul is like the
thirstyearth, longing for the drops of rain. We
have not long to be in this miserable world ;
O may we continually be fighting our pas.
sage through. And while others are work-
ing te-ret-more and more into-the world ; Tet
us labour to get out ofit. There are many
temptations to draw us from God. The
Devil was obliged to hide himself injthe ser-
pent in paradise, to execute his helis igns,
but he has a variety of more pleasing objects
now ; so that we have need continually to be
upon our guard ; my love to the church of
Christ at Limerick ; live near to God, love
one: anniher live in peace, and “‘the God of
peace be with you all, evermore” Amen,

| ‘THOMAS TAXLOR
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LETTER LXIIIL.

Mr. Richard Blackwell....to Mrs. Eliza Bennie.

London, October 23, 1706,

PEACE be unto my Dear Sister Ben-

nis, and to the whole Israel of God at Limer-

ick ; absence of body does not, cannot, erase

any of you from my mind, while united by
Divine Love.

I trust you still live in the spirit of your glo-
rified head, Christ the Lord, growing up in.
him ; in order to this, it is always needful to
have a clear witness to the work already
wrought,both for stability and encouragement,
else in time of trial we should give way,to un-

belief, and uider the picssuic o £ inSrmities,
surrounded by the powers of hell, we should
qutterly be discouraged. To Keep this wit-

_-mess,(which is the seal or earnest of our inhe-
ritance) how necessary to take up our cross.
%ﬁ'ai]y; to be deaf to the voice of nature, and to
attend constantly to the teaching of the Divine
spirit. O let us go on, this is the way to -
glory., Walk close with God, exercise your
faith for more grace, be zealous for the glory
ofGod.  Attend to these things, and you sHall
nenhex be barren nor unfruitful.
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Let the select band meet regularly and con-
-s@ﬂy; you know such meetin pre-
cious times, for Jesus loves t}l niple n
heart, and they that are so, shall, with the be-
loved disciple, know the secrets of the Lord.
O may Jehovah encrease your faith, and pro-
tect you all in the arms of love, Prays &ec.

" RICHARD BLACKWELL.
LETTER LXIV. -
Mrs. Eliza Bennis...to Mr. R chard Blackwell.
Limerick, Navm&er 27, 1766.
- TAM thankful to my dear Brother Black-
well for his welcome letter, and tru]y"thank-
ful to the Lord for bringing me to your Re-
membrance : The society here is in a prospe-
rous situation, the select ‘ band does meet re-
gularly, and we generally have blessed times
~ #ogether....As tomy own state, blessed be
my God, I'am enabled through a variety of
f incidents to stay my soul ondim....I see
r myself apoor helpless needy creature, full of
fr wants, full of necessities which increase every
| moment, and whilst I stand bemoaning myself
they thicke all around me ; so that I am ob-
lﬁget] to ﬂy to my JESus for refuge, bringing

\1 P
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2l my wants with me, and here alone do I
find solid footmg, substantial happiness; my
soul rqo; ces in his salvation, and would have
nothing, would be destitute, imperfect, defi-
cient, that his own free grace may have a//
the glory. _

- In this sense my necessities and deficien-
cies makes my blessed Savour still more pre-
cious tomy soul ; O what should I do without
such a Saviour ! Indeed I find something in
this exercise of soul, which I cannot find
words to explain, and which is above all others
unspeakably sweet to me; but this is not al-
ways the case, my thoughts are often drawn
aside, and my attention taken up with trifles
and this not either seldom or short. I often
find slackness of Spirit, and heaviness of souI
which causes grief and scrrow of heart,
and ushers in many doubts ; and was it not
that the Lord gives the testimony of his spi}';

rit to the work he has wrought in my heart,’

I should be ready to give up af/, but hither- |

to the Lord my God hath kept me, and does |

enable me to trust in him for future grace.
I again request an interest in your prayers

and am Your Aﬁ"ectlonatc
“"ELIZA BENNIS.
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Ir. 1 Blackwell...,to Mrs. Eli i
g™ -a;:;_i,__.  Lomdor, Fr -
MY T f DEAR SISTER, '
b fﬁM glad to find the work of God pros-
p%‘i's"m Limerick, and the select band con-
tinue. to meet, I doubt not but God is with
you, fenrpot,guqn itis a great blessing to
have such opportunities; O let us improve
them.

I rejoice in your felicity l&'@tﬂ' Blessed
Lgt_'d surely he takes pleasure in the prosper-
ity of his children...Docs your faith increase?
by this you may judge, is your obedience en-
larged ?  Faith cleaves to Christ, and embra--
ces the promises ; enabling the soul through
every trial to surmount all difficulties, crying
out “tbraugb Christ I can do all things” Hold
faﬁthc precious gift, being assured the end §i
of the commandment is love, out of a pure
heart ; have ; you not this testimony in your
heart? if so glory in the bleeding lamb. 1t
is anunspeakablc blesstng to obtain this wit-
ness ; to retain it requmes close walking with
God....But sugpose‘ any should lose it, let
them humble themsel;? before the Lord and

AT

‘Lm..l 'l




134 | Letter 66: November 29, 1768

o ( 134 )

he will restore it again....Speak freely to each
other of these things, pertaining to the l.zng-
‘dgnam"-léeep—}ourmLandmmphmtV _
and our Lord will fulfiill in you all the good
pleasure of his will.... Though your mind be
employed about many things, yet if your heart
cleaves to God, that is the point....Go on to

perfection. Yours Affectionately
RICHARD BLACKWELL.

LETTER LXVI. e
Mr. Richard Bourke....to Mrs. Eliza Benniss"
Woterford, November 29, 1768. .

MY VERY DEAR SISTER,

I TRUST you are growing up into
Christ in all things, as your living head. I
have often admired what the Apostle says of
himself, 2 Corinthians 12 chapter 9and 10
 verses: and indeed my soul longs for power -
" soto glory. Butisnot his request for the
& Ephesians 3 chapter 16 to 19 verses far more
"extraordinary, here is a most beautiful de- |
scription of Christian perfection. My Dear _
Friend let us press anziously after it, if it
were not attainable, 1t would not be set be-
fore us; do not waver, say not “‘you have no
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l.au__nng
as my portion wh
but theyarcallswcetenrdby closer em-
braces of my gracious mdu:m Iread his
loveas clearly in them, as in his manuscript
ofﬁﬁh,f‘m, and stars. I feel that God
would have us lm:bne the life of heaven;
ﬁﬁtﬂeaﬁm&m

it therefore v
@ghﬁofearth. Toﬂvehtﬁ’mm

- this, and I have
“we shall....To sum

yed "’ﬁ God, satisfied

: "’l' .E[ IIE?JJI‘B, E‘dt
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tion, and . this is fully attainable. Come
Dear Sister let us join hand and heart ; pray-
er and supplication ; never to rest ’till we at.
tain, “perfecticns height, The depth of hum-
ble love.”...Yours Affectionately

RICHARD BOURKE.

o o LEITER LXVIL, -
ir. Jonn Dillon....to Mrs., Eliza Bennis,
Dublin, Fuly1764,

MY DEAR SISTER,

YOU reason too much for your own
happiness, O what powerful effects proceed
from simples ; can there be any thing stronger

ithan simple love ; can there be any thing more

powerful than simple faith, try these medi-
cines, prove them, you will find them the
most efficatious for your disorder.

‘¢ Believe and all your sins forrrnen, ?
“ Only believe and yours is heaven”.

y “Beit (saith our Lord) unto you ever]*‘hs
thou wilt.” O my dear sxster, ‘who would not
"ove the Lord Jesus? come jo:n ‘with me and
jet us say; ¢ O Lord here are our hearts,'do
thou work in them to will and to do allﬂﬁ' _
good pleasure.”’ ¢ We “sink ' by / dy‘mg}%,e
compelled.  And own thee conqueror’,
My dear friend a// is yours only be _'iegm?"--"
Your Aﬁectlonm : ﬁ‘
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Mr. JohnDaﬂw....toMmEhan
: a..um, September 15, 1764,

“{ AMDICE Qnt my dear sister’s lal:e
sev lict : ;qhuhem sanctified

that you . h.-we been made scna!ble of ity and
that you feel you now walk more comfortable,
mmr mmd-m'e myed on that gudous

fﬁ Wmnm....o Lct 8
n, ’uJ.l it is crowned
dearfnend is not
enjoy, received by .m;,g-
God of love ? thisis

! __. @ ] o .,.‘_'. 5
3ut you still corq:fam of
M2 o i
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your s]mf%-comings, unwatchfulness, forget-
fulness, coldness and stupidity ; it is a great
mercy you are sensible of these, and the sight
of them ought to create thankfulness to him
who sheweth them to you....But are you not
the cause of an increase of these upon yourself.
First....You see your short-comings! are
they not increased by looking on them so long,
instead of looking to Christ, who is the propi-
tiation. -
Second...Your unwatchful spirit ; is it not
increased, by turning your eye upon, and
reasoning with it, instead of instantly looking
to, and calling on the Lord for wisdom to
discern Satans devices. - | '
Third...Is not your forgetfulness increased,
by reasoning with,and saying ‘‘how can these
‘things be consistent” &c. Do younot plain-
ly see while you do this, you are in a greater
degree adding to that forgetfulness, by forget-
ing to look to the Lord Jesus and his promis-
es. ' '
Fourth...Your coldness will never be‘re-
moved by looking at it, but by looking on
the Lord, whese bowels of mercy, are open

R "f.\'v‘,l
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LETTER LXIX. _

Mr. John -Dillon...to Mrs. Eliza Bennis.
Dublin, Fune 1, 1765.

I AM th-mkful to God that my dear Sis-

ter Bennis finds herself enabled to call him
her Lord and her God, then all the promises
of God are yours; yea when Christ is yours;
all is yours, if you can only believe ; the more
grace and light we receive, the more we see
of our own weakness and nothingness, this
lays us low at the feet of Christ...yet take care
that you do not look at your weakness so as
to take your eve off of Christ, who is ourad-
vocate_, who ever liveth to make intercession
for us; but rather let it fill us with thankful-
ness, for that heavenly light which shews us
what we are, and in whom is our strength ;
also take heed that you do not trust to, and
strive to live by, comforts, and so not be sat-
isfied without you feel that degree of them
which you may measure to yourseif; this of-
ten hurts simple minds...Our life 1s to be 2
Iife of faith tried in the fire ; we are called to
be good soldiers of Christ enduring bardship,
resisting the Devil, quenching ail his fiery
darts...Now this is not to be done’by comfort,

E
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to doubt for the future....If poor Sister B. has
been drawn aside, cast her not off, nor use
harsh words, take St. Paul’s advice, Galatians
6 chapter, and 1 verse, for Gentleness Metk-
ness and Love, with a power/ul quantity of
the %er of Faith. are the only eﬂicatmus
medicine in this Disorder.

O what a happiness, to be enabled at all
times to say, that God is yours and you are
his! a privilege, few of the Kings or princes

i oof the Earthdo,orever did enjoy, and whichyou
: nevercanbc sufficiently-thankful for...Now, the
GIonous‘ light from™ on ‘high, attended by
heavenly wisdom, will discover to yo&* the
snares and wiles of the crooked serpent, and
the rough places (occasioned by unbelief)
shall be made sm ooth. © Let not my Dear
Friend now h@gm to reason but stand fast in
the liberty wherein God hath called you ; In-
firmaties you will feel, inconsistencies yéu
- will meet with, while in this clay tenement,
but pass them bv and go straight to God, he
"i‘ca;: reconcile all ; mconsmtencms, he can solve
all doubts : dx:rtho : on]y Ba!eew, *watcb Pray,
. ours, mostincerely,

]@HN DILLON
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have been dear to me, they have my last fee-
ble prayers, that God may keep them in the
hollow of his hand ‘and make them < 4// gfa-'
rious within,” tell them, I am now going to
m give an ‘account of my mission to them t°.
~ him’ Who sent me ; and O how gnevous ;f I
must appear as a w 1tness against any of them'
in the great day! v Lord  Fesus forbzd T
I canriot go on, my strength fails : .My
Dear, ﬁeﬂr, Dear Sister Bennis farewel!
may tﬁat Lord and God which is now my all
'"  all, by his grace protect you ; may his
pﬁwer‘?preserve you, may his wisdom gu:de |
you, and his everlasting arms be forever un-
derneath you, and hold you up to the end,
then our next meetmg will beat the right hand
of Jesus 0 tﬁi lessed Jesus whom ‘we have
so often convt-rsed about and whose love 15”"
w drawing ‘the chief of Sinners to himself !
%ﬂ'ﬁkmw x‘%here or how to end, I could die
wrltmg of his love, but they drag the pen from
e me, a 1ast and again farewell.

JOHN DILLON
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nyshapes Jfby anymeanshe may (b#w
or fraud turnj’ﬂ“out of the way.... Yourlass

SR §
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ydlﬂ'ﬁdf!lp’ 'tﬂ'rn’s wlll....l dom : t yoiio__:
atﬁé throne of gfacc it lnattet uf encour-
,xetm:nt ﬂldt»you are p to the days and
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« While thus we seek the things above,
‘““ And faithful to each other prove,
i £ friends:hip's sacred power we taste,
“ Delights which shall forever last.”

Ble_s;éd be God, my soul does prosper. 1
" think I do love the Lord- my God, with all
my heart ; and am by his grace enabled to
chose him as my only portion and inheritance,
and to give myself unreservedly to his will.
I constantly meet with obstructions of various
kinds, but a merciful God sustains my fee-
ble soul, wonderfully clears my way, and gra-
ciously condescends to be my guide : indeed
it is by his all powerful grace alone that I am
upheld ; Ae¢ constantly proportioning  his
strength to my great need ; for he knows I
cannot, nor do not desire, to stand one mo-
ment without him. My soul hangs on him,_
and desires no other support, and am deter-
mined by his grace to follow him wheresoever
he shall lead me....I hope this is also your
determination; O give yourself up without
e xeﬁeqve to him, he knows best how to dispose

"@aen wrsh; for past opportunities, to speak
fﬂam andmthout reé”"érve;; but can only pray
- insteact

N
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Ingnme worst of “all cnenugs to tl'l& _
| Magamst it; watch not on]} eV ery mﬁ-‘*’
tion of your heart, but of your mi u ghts,
desires, and even of your hody, ere is a
certain gesture, or air in walking, sitting, or
conversing; or in coming inand going out;

~which is not beeoming a preacher of the gos-
pel, whose whole department should alfways
‘be free from every thing that locked like self
confidence, seif esteem, pride or foppery. I
had some objections to you in respect of these,
~when you were here; but having said so
much to you then about other things...I was
_afraid were I to add these, you wou - think
me too severe; but finding since, hers
took notice of the same, I have been troubled
that Ididnot SPGQH ~as I'know y‘wilt-r&
m it from me mlovc .The L . "
mm nnemouge btyouﬁlihm, ind
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—=me—botankful fora friend...You will meet
with many whoe will turn asidé and laugh at
vour little foiables ; but few, very few, will be
faithful enough to pomnt them out, and warn
you of them....This, and this only, is the
friendship my heart approves; norcan I call
that person my friend, who could withhold
reproof where he saw I needed it...My Dear
Friend, watch over your own spirit, and ob.
serve your own conduct, and let nothmg pass
unheeded by you; your youth, your natural
propensity to galety and Spl ightliness, your
unmarried state, and the pride of your own |
heart ; will insensibly inciine you to little fop-
peries in gesture and dress, and little niceties
about .y(jur,self ; which will hurt your ownsoul,
lessen your usefulness, and make you ridicu-
lous to others, if not guarded against....Now
don’tlet the enemy represent this my freedom
in a jﬁ'ong light, but pray that the Lord
would shew you yourself, and save you from
yourself; Icould say much more, were you
pr csght, but 1. forbear; may the Lord instruct’
’ﬁsﬁﬁu and lead you into all truth.  prays your
. Sincere friend
%LIZA BENNIS.
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Mz‘a Bennis... mn Chrrst:an :
P AR L.rmtrf ober 20, 1771,

@ MY Deur meher Christian’s letter
brought welcome news ; the Waterford soci-
ety is dear to te, and am happy at their pros-

perity ; may the Lord increase “the welfare
of Zion...I am thankful to my God, for en-
abling me to either speak orwrite any thing,
that has in any wise been helpful to you; by
this we may see the great benefit of christian
communion, and how agreeable to the will
ofiGed.  We are. not only called to confess
our sins to each other, but alse to tell our
temptations ; else how can we pray for each
other ? Satan will-presént a thousand pruden-
tial reasons, why we should keep these things
to ourselves, bat I neyer knew any good
proceed from it; on the contrary we may |
mark that often whilst' we are speaking or

mtmg‘ Aﬁﬂlﬂ' ﬁneM, the doubt is Mmﬂ
emptati i med ‘which shﬁ)uld b(.

k. & N3

| - - g
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for himin vain; O be thankful, be hum.
ble, and be satisfied with all his dispensa-
tions. be assured they are all in love, how-
ever afflictive or distressing ;...the stubborn-
ness of our nature often requires these bitter
medicines, and how kind is it to force them
on us, even against our will, rather than let
us diz of the disease. An attentive mind
will feel the health which these impart,
though unpleasant in the using. Indeed I have
often considered the Lord, as a wise physi-
cian over his own family of children; whoat-
tentively examines into their several constitu-
tions ; and at proper times administers Phy-
sic, or Cordials, or Bitter draughts, according
as each have need; the ignorant child per-
haps frets and cries, and refuses the ill tasted
draught; and thinking the parent unkind to
offer it, often persists in a stubborn refusal,
until his parent is obliged to use the Rod,
whilst his own heart yearns over the child,
but itis to save his life ; therefore the child
must not be spared ’till he submits. Cor-
dials are pleasant, and children would be al-
ways living on what is sweet and pleasant
to the taste but we know nothing is more
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ﬁ-nwfﬂésome., Will not the comparison hold !
Then surely it is our wisdom to leave our-
selves and all our affairs in Ais hands, who
alone is able to help us, and knows what is
‘best for us; but let us in e/ things say,
“Lord I will not choose, because thou can-
not err;>> I know this is a hard lesson, but
we have a divine teacher, and with him qg//
things are possible. O that we may never
grow weary, let us pray for thls.. -Your try-
ly Affectionate Friend,
ELIZA BENNIS,

3 'LETTER LXXIV.
Mrs Eliza Bennis,....to Mr. ]ohn Chrlst:anﬁ "\g
Limerick, Mardz 29, 17’72
DEAR BROTHER CHRISTIAN

IFEAR you have mistaken somc of our
 late conversation ; since our first acquaintance
I havehad no reason to thmk you of aconten-
¢ uous.smuuethccontrary what I then said
2 -merely by way of caution, as I know it

R 1s qn,sta;;ah;m]e for ns"to speak as wz thmk
ot

-and as your Lh%hts in some res ‘
,ﬁ'om Mr. Wcsleg s, you may be aptfo'pri-

© own opinions rather lm: his;
Mt
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which would certainly lessen you in the es-
teem ofall the sensible part of youe hearers,
and be a cause of much disputation to the ig.
norant, tho’ sincere. Indeed I donot see how
you can find your mind clear to require or ac-
cept a traveiling station among the MetModists
while you hold any opinion contrary to our
professed doctrines, neither can I see how
Mr. Wesley will be justifiable in sending you
forth under such circumstances; andas I must
act according to my conscience, I have told
him so. Whatever opinions a private mem.
ber, or even-a local preacher may hold. I think
it is essential a traveling preacher should be
clear, soynd, and erthodox ; yet these my
thoughts do by no means lessen my esteem

for you, nor my belief that you may be useful.

where you are. I am rather persuaded in
opinion that whilst you retain the same fervor

‘with which you set out, the Lord will bless
and own you. But be humble, be simple, be’
satisfied to be taught by God, and'by his expe-

rienced servants : be open to conviction, and

* the Lord ‘will teach you what you know not.
As to your gifts, I shall only say, I have al-
ways observed, that it was not the gifts of
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Lhes preac ier that Sonvetied fhe mdlﬁ’l.l'f&
ut rath ér the heart of the 'ﬁtacher "1 his
‘expression T know would not To ‘down" mth_
éﬁ'ﬁxe, but through a long course of expen-
ence, 1I'have always seen th'at" gifts and grace
are two things ; when both meet they appear
very a:mable, but the gracmus soul who has
nothing of his otn, but what he by faith draws
down from the heart of Christ every moment;
shall prosper both in his soul and in ‘his la-
bours; how hard is it to have great gifts
without being sensible of them ? but the soul
who feels 1t&httleness, and kms its need,
will be constrained to do as the o‘ld ’papl y
woman, who lost her beads,- saymg g T.
“have nothing to depend on but the Lord T
sus ;’’ these are the rams horns which the
Lord still uses and Aonours in his work.
“As to‘v;rehi &emﬁt—atlons, 1 think you give
toom!iéh’wvayta fhe enemy ; if you are wil-
ling to leave father ;and mother, wife and
children for CmsEs‘Eake ; what greater proof
can you give ﬂ;a.tyqu Jove him better than
they ? anéii ’;hs cam you to a’greater or far-..

ther proof; are you not ready? do you find
ﬂwm as tdﬂ!s in ymxrﬁcart’ do thcy us'qﬁrp
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accuscr of the brethren, and all his fiery darts
are quenched by simple faith, A

I am obliged to conclude abruptly....Your
sincere friend.

ELIZA BENNIS.

LETTER LXXV.
Mrs. Eliza Bennis.to Mr. Joha Christian.
¥ Limerick, Ortah' 23, 1773.

I AM truly sorry, that any thing should
damp my dear Brother Christians earnest de-
sires, after the full and perfect cujoymentof =
God. Truly they that will follow Christ, must
take up his cross, must bear his reproach;
#nd suffer the scandie of the cross, and the:.
“nearer they - would come to him; the deep-
er they must.drink of his cup....But all can-
not receive this; many are willing to follow .
him while he is well spoken of',l-iend had in.
repute ; but do not choose to own him when

he is evil treated....Many followed him with
loud hosannahs when he rode in triumph.

jnto Jerusalem ; but where were these, when
-ie stood . bufieted and spit upon* in a most
contemptable figure ‘before Pilate 2 Perhaps |
Fn‘ong the multitude which crieds
I}.mh him, crucify him!” vet in tha
| .
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asa, sndemned malefactor, scorned by h-‘f
" enemies, and forsaken by*ﬁh fuendhg ‘bc
é’ftd with du't, spit upon- anclbeaten, a
spectac]e to men and devils! he was indeed
the very Jesus who was transfigured on the
mount; and who ascended “gloriously into
Heaven in th@gagh;_ of his disciples; whois
naw at thg.*ht. hand of God, and ““who ev-" A
er liveth to make Intercession for us.” His
sufferings made no alteration in his :persmn,
office or dignity, he was still the same, “God
over all, Blessed for-evermore.”...And w:li.
not thescomparison hold? let my friend make
the application....Itis much to be lamen ,-._;_ .
that Jesus still meets with thadeepestwoundq; N
in the house of his friends ; and at such t:nmﬁ.'a,“"L
who..mll venture to stand by him ? I say whd’

pcirawn aside bighe
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subtle reasonings of the enemy, which ‘you
yourself have heard confuted a thousand times;

may I not say, which you yourself have

- often confuted ; and which the spirit of God

has repeatedly maade as clear to you,s the
noonday...If we were to judge of the doctrine
by the lives of some professors, we should ex-
plode justification as well as sapctification ;

and if it hold good in the one, it*should also

in the other...Otherwise Judas being a traitor,

“would prove Christ an impostor...But sup-

pose nine out of ten who profess sanctification,
turned apostates, it could not make the word

“of God of none effect ; if this be really the pri-

4 _f'irilege of God’s children, and purchased for

them by the blood of Christ...Some having"
made shipwreck of the faith and a good con-

science, is no proof that the rest are deceived;

If any who do profess it, do not nce it by
their lives, it proves that suc"h are decewed; j
but it proves no more.. @l Some who prgf'ess .
it, did for some time walk in the light of Gods
counfé@anca, but are now turned aside, ¢ like

the dog to his vomit;” this does not prove
that there is no such state.

But it proves
that this blessmg as well as Justr&qﬂtmn is on-
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d-i wogs that without ﬁ:ls, ape
that state, ay as certainly fall, aa' m
did in; para(hse, or the angels in Heaven.
But it does not prove, that there is no such
state to be attained; no more than Adam’s fa'll
proves that there was no such place ds para.-
dise, or the Angel’s fall that there was no suchn
place as Heaven. In all L# persecuuons
- which the Christians underwent for the sake
“of Christ, many scaled the truth Wlth their
blood ; but there ma]so many apostateswho _
‘brought a scandal on the cause ; and hall we
look and point at these, and bring them ﬁsa".' |
prpof that the restwere decewcd, and dled.m a
‘had cause or shall we bring the multitude of
\ntinomians, who at_present hpld the truth
in unrighteousness to pnm(e that Faith_in

ganumg, naked,, Truth to find its way
to your heart; consider vour calling, itisa
great t.hmg to beewloygd for God haﬁ:ﬁc;

. the he; s may plead wnorance I 9
- think the preacher should. I acknm
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myself insufficient in every respeet to defend
so great a truth, should I not rathér,gpply to
you as a teacher in Isracl? for the explanation
of the many texts in scripture which point at,
and promise such a state...In the Old Testa-
ment there are many, and in all the prophesies
of this glorious gospe! day, this entire rectitude
of heart is particularly spoken of....But if we
would pay u_greater attention to the New
"Testament; ifithis is given to us as the rule
of our faith and practice, and (may I not add)
as the great Chaner of our professicn, by
which we shall be cither cleared or condemn-
ed in the great Bay ; does it not concern us,
to search and try every page, and see ifthese
things be really so ornot...Itis very remarks
able that the strongest expression in all the
Scripture is- used by our Lord himself...In-
deed I do not think that any other would
even dare to use it, Matthew, 5 & 48. Be
ye perfect, even as your Father which is in
Heaven is perfect.”” and Verse 8 ¢ Blessed
are the pure in beart,” and John 17 & 17 he
prays, ““ Sanctify them through thy truth.”
"The Appostle Paul in the 2nd. Corinth-



Letter 75: October 22,1773 | 161

{ 161 )

advises, ¢ Having tbertfarc
tes, let us cleanse ourselves il
/I flthiress ofitke flesh and spirit, w ot
bdmess in rbeﬁ'ar God”...and Hebrew:
10 & 14. « Follow #ace with all men, and
holiness, without which no man shall see the
Lordy? andglst Peter 1 & 15. “ But as
he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy,
because it is written, be ye boly, for Iam boly.”
also 1st John 1 & 7 ““ Ifwe walk in the light
as we isin the light, we bave fellowship one
~with anotber, and the blood of Ffesus Cbnst
his son cleanseth us - from all sin.” and verse
Oth ¢ be is faithful and just to forgive us our
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteous-
ness”....Many more texts might be qu‘otf_:d
“to prove the same thing; namely that it is
both our duty and privilege to love the Lord
our God with all our heart, and soul, and
mind, and strength; which is only what is
implied in the terms Holiness, per t:on, or
sanctification....But Mms be not the bl
~ pointed at in the above texts, I I wouldlas
what other bkssmghﬁ meant ? would you

answer a justif -d s%; then I would ask,
person feel that he is pure

02
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i heart.? I say every justifieds ﬁ'ﬁi‘ﬁon, for if
these are the blessings consequcﬁh; on_ justifi-
cation, then they are common toevery be.
liever, and should be the marks by which
they should try their faith; and if this was
the case, how few, how very few believers
should we have left.... Most of the believers 1
have ever met with, have been deeply con-
vinced of thegmpurity of their hearts, the un-
holiness of Een tempers, and natural bias
that is in them to evil; until the Lord by the
great word of his power creates all anew....
And why is it that the Lord does discover
this root of bitterness to every believer, and
puts a cry in their hearts for a total deliver-
ance ; with a promise that he will save to the
uttermost even as far as their faith canreach ?
If my Friend never felt this plague of his own
heart since his justification, I heartily con-
gratulate him, and wish he never may ; but
if he feels his malady, why does he lose time
looking to those who are strayed into by
paths; Jesus the good physician calls aloud ;
“ Look unto me, and be saved” O let him
not call in vain. Prays your most sincere
Friend, » '

ELIZA B-gNle.'
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W "LETETR LXXVI.

it Charles Jones..to Mrs. Eliza Bennis
- Dublin, December, 17, 1770
Dear Madam,

YOUR former letters have often afforded
solid comfort, and served as so many kind
moniters to awaken my drowsy powers, and
to confirm me in that great truth, that there
is no true happines out of Christ ; and that
virtue never fails of an ample réward....I am
at present as a ship tossed on the Ocean, the
port of rest often presents itself to view, but
sudden gusts of inbred evils drive it from
my sight ; and like a heedless pilot I am ready
to be hurried on the rocks of inevitable ruin ;
O were it on the Rock Christ, I should then
be broken indeed ! but into a pleasing contri-
tion of spirit, which God will not dispise.
Although I feel not, that ardent desire of close
communion I formerly did with the children

of God, witness my‘hﬂart I still love and res-
_pect them, abovc any people on Earth ; and
never fail to offer ug my earnest petltlons for
'the prosperlty o}f'__ 2101 »
i It appeat's as if proy
not quxt th,ﬁrmy }?et, every prospegt ou“t of
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it seems dismal and dreary \1%1:@@& to
my family ; 1 have therefore ;th-pu ht best
to continue as I am, ‘till Ican see my way
more clear for a change.
I am Dear Madam, your assured Friend,
And uur—-,mrthy Brother
CHARLES JONES.

LETTER LXXVIL
Mrs. Lliza Benais...to Licutenant Charles Jones.
Limerick, faunary 8, 1771.

Let it not displease my Dear Brother
Jones, if I should acknowlege, that I often
think of you with some degree of distress.
My fears for you are many....when we give
way to slackness, what have we not to fear?
You did run well : what has hindered ? The
bewitching allurements of a transitory world !
Alas, with whata drudgery are these purchas-
ed, and how foolish a barter for Christ and
Heaven : But these I trust are not already,
or alltogether forfeited. You do certainly in-
tend some time or other to stir yourself up...
to seek the Lord...to recover all you have lost ;
and to continue faithful to his grace. But &
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er the fate of the foolish virgins,
ir state ; their lamps not quite, but
w zﬁgmslﬁl ; whilst they slept in this
state, the cry was made ! their oil spent, and
their doom irrevocably sealed. May the
Lord forbid that this should be my friends

case ! 1 But is th

is there not cause to fear? We
may plan and contrive to bring about our swn
purposes in life, but whilst we are thus busi-

Iy employed, the Lord may suddenly bring

' Fisto ‘pass, and say,_ “« Thou fool, this night
is thy soul required of thee.”” This indeed is
an alarming thought ! O, what - shall it profit
then, to. have gained all we desired, if our
own desires are made our Curse. But have I
~said too much ? I hope not. - I trust you can
yet bear plain, honest dealing, from one who
indeed loves your soul, and earnestly desires
your ¢rue happiness. No, my Dear Brother
Jones, be not offerided...the Lord knows what

I feel for you, even now whilst I am writing,
Indeed I am thankful on your behalf that the
Lord has hitherto kept you from outward sin ;
but surely I need not‘-sﬁy to you, that this will
not do. The servantin the gospel was con-
demned as wicked, only for his slothfulness,
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he had not squandered his Lords money, ke
kept it safe, and had it to produce., Is this
our case ? Have we even gnept his ¢ grace...has
my {riend keptit? Has not his heart depart.-
ed from the Lord in search of other things....
(Riches, Honour, Titles) to the neglect of
those very means which your own conscience
approves, and which have been so often bless-
ed to your soul. Butlet the time past suffice ;
the Lord who has borne long with you, calls
upon you now to arise and shake yourself fmme
the dust ; he has been wounded in the house of
his friend ; but is now ready to pardon a//. O
let him not call and intreat in vaiﬁ, least he
should at last be provoked to say, “ My spi-
rat shall no longer strive with bim....My dear
friend, it is time that you set outagain...You
know not how short your date may be...Then
gwe this little shred to the Lord, who has
given all to you, and trust bim with all your
affairs, who alone knows what is best for
you; and trust that promise made to those
-who first seek the kingdom of Heaven and
its Righteousness, that <all other things
shall be added to them.” Then take him
at his word, cast all your care upen him.
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be determined to seck his favour, which
alone’ ean ‘make you happy in life and in
indeath, be not displeased at my freedom...
for I dare not use reserve in spiritual matters ;
if I write at all I must not wound my eon-
science, but write what is in my heart ; and
the most welcome return I can receive, 1is
the same plain’ dealing from my' friend;...I
know I have need of it, and such has always
proved a blessing to my soul...I thank my
‘God, T do find him gracious, he is indeed
the “desire of my soul, and the Jjoy of my
beart,”” and 1 do feel his love better than hife,
and it is by his grace my determined reso.
lution to follow him whithersoever he shall
lead ‘me, and am content to be despised
deridetl and counted a fool for his blessed
mames  sake, who has ‘made me wise to sa).
vation ;...I met ‘with Lieutenant Gibbons in
Waterford, a few days- since, and frust we

reébvﬁéé?hiéﬁ sht'n@,}w is now very hap-
PY in his soul, . my Affectionate Tove 1o Sis-
t&.ﬁnes,sareachm up, the day fis ‘far -
%ﬁme‘ﬁéﬁt is at hand, and little work -
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done for Eternity ! May the Lord bless you
both, and save you from resting in a zega-
tive holiness, and make you partakers of all
his great and precious promises, is the ear-
nest prayer of Your real friend,

ELIZA BENNIS.

LETTER LXXNIEL
Mrs.Eliza Bennis...to Mr. R. T.
Limerick, December 22, 1?'}'" 3

DEAR &IR,
I HAVE just received your unexpec.
ted favour, and am much obliged by the fa-
vourable opinion you seem to entertain of
me, and the confidence you would répose in
me;by so openand free an acknowledgment
of your faults; the later is certainly 'a cir-
cumstance, in your favour, for the pxlpmis;i
of mercy is to him who confesseth and forsak-
eth his sins....But as you have opened your
mind so freely, will you be offended at my
plainness of speech ? I hope not; may the
Lord shew you all your heart....I think
Pride was your first ruin ; a certain uplifted’
ness of heart, and confidence in your owd-
wisdom and abilities, which gave you some -
consequence in your own esteem...(I observ:;

i
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_ of this when I was the second
me in Waterford but had not courage to
rou.) This seems to escape your no-
‘tice at present, but on a strict scrutiny into
yonr heart, I think the Lord will discover
it to YO&...When I was las last there, my soul
was grie ed ﬁtyom' ﬁﬂ,@hd at the reproach
ich it brought onthblit&éﬁoek ‘and made
‘shew iny face in com-
pany' THES fimdered‘:ﬁ&dn&@akmg to you
: ”"_'my heart ached for you; nor did I
zet you in my weak petitions to the throne
Wmﬂe told mwm |

'éfwlkftﬁeﬁlesbedabm feel, at*tﬁe retumnf
~a sinner ; but this was damped by many fears,

whict  still hindered me from speaking to you ;
1 fear mtiyoaﬁme most gneVed at, ‘was

chentance :’ s ﬁﬁ so i‘mch for Yﬂlﬁ‘ !&n
4 G%"E‘_ &Mi’ﬁ’ﬂr loss of esteem

Censorious §pirrt the Lord
not, T'am rather apt to err on
O _ Bﬂ%ﬂa hav‘e personsﬂ] of
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a piece ; I would have believers brings forth
the fruits of faith;...and I would have peni-
tents bring forth fruits meet for repentance, )
I enquired closely concerning you, and found
you were then engaged in a matrimonial affair ;
I thought if your heat was broken for sin,
you would have but little appetite for court-
ing. Again I understood your chief compa-
nions were those who had themselves depart.
ed from God, and were then bitter enemies
to his people; such could not possibly be
helpfulto your soul, while their own hearts were
full of rancour and bitterness. 1 hope such
are not now your associates > If your repen-
tance be sincere you will seek for other com-
pany, who will be able to help you up again :
do not think I write thus plain to reproach
you, my heart i1s witness I do not want to
grieve you; I feel some part of your burden,
and am at times cnabled to lay it- be-
fore the Lord ; but I would have you search
your heart to the bottom, and zeqr it open
before him; mark the rock on which your
Bark has already split, and lop off every thir

in your affections or practice, which m.lght
be a hindrance to your restoration, thel.ord
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were just; but who can tell this until it hap-
pens? or who would venture to act from a
shght Impression, as though there was a cer-
tainty...Indeed my liableness to mistake,

and the sense of my inability to judge or speak,

makes me at times very backward...At other
times I think I am more forward than be-
comes me, and am ready to hide my face
with shame, and resolve never to do so again..
But the past is over; see that you now
profit by your loss; the Lord is willing te
pardon all that is past; to meet the prod-
igal half way, and welcome him with a kiss
of peace, not upbraiding for past disobedi-
ence, but rejoicing that his Son which was
tost is again found....O let the sense of such
love break your heart, and resolve by, his,
grace to cleave to him while you live...But
where do I stray ! surely I can say nothing to
you (who was a teacher in Isreal) but what you
know already, and what you have often said
to others...My heart’s desire for you is, to see_
vou again happy in the love of God ; and i s,
not this also our Lords desire ? then What
should hinder, if my friend be w:llmg...ﬂa‘w
this moment the Lord is as wﬂlmg to pardon

-

féq'"t',
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as éver he will be...May his power make
way to your -heart...is the fervent prayer of

your Sincere riend,
ELIZA BENNIS.

-

S HETTER LXXX.

- 'Vlrs. ﬁiza Bennis...to Mr. R. T.
‘ Limerick, November 22, 1772,

I MUST tell my dear friend that I am
not satisfied concerning you...I am jealous
over you, and fearful that you do not act
sincerely with God....You know how prone
your heart is to wander from God...How
ready your natural disposition tolead you
astray, and how prevalent your beseting evil.
Do you watch against these? do you guard
the avenues of your heart ? do you deny'}'our-
self thar which your heart most desires ?
that which the spirit of God has at times
given you ‘to see is most dangerous to
you ? and that by which the Devil had almost
got you into his snare 7 I mean trifling un-
profitable company...l know, notwithstand-
ing the hurry of business, }m have nitervals
eflcrsure, dayou buymp these opportunities 2
do you sequester youwrscii i~ pour ot 3o lmn

_ SW@ secret before fhs: Loydy and dre yoy
P
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hanktul for such precious opportunities ? does
your soul hunger after them? and do you
prize them as atreasure? do you seck the
company of those who are precious in the
sight of God ? is it with these you spend the
moments you hav for conversation ; and is
the company of others empty and tiresome to
you ? O bear with me; 1 fear this is not the
case...lI fear you neglect prayer, (I do not
mean totally) I fear you spend your leisure
hours, for the most part, in company that
will at last lead you to destruction ! I fear you
are not watchful over your own heart, and
that you do not attend to the.admonitions of
God’s spirit...You seem to know and feel
vour malady, blessed be God for this ! it is a
gracious indication of his willingness to save ;
his mercy is held out to you, he calls and in-
vites you to accept it, and will not remember
+ against you, your former backslidings:..But
surely though his mercy is free, yet it must
be sought, in the way of his own appeinting s
If we would attain the end, we must use the
means ; though we cannot by any preparation
srender ourselves worthy of the grace of God !
yet there isa preparation which he requires 3
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shall be called to give an account of the deeds
done in the body...May I ask, what profit or
satisfaction have you mow of all that is past ?
s not the remembrance of them gricvous?
do they not produce very painful reflections, ?
and so it will be, while you seek happiness
in the creature.

God only can make an immortal soul hap-
Py, this you are a witness of; and your own
conscience must testify against you, that you
never found happiness but in Ged....Come
back then my Brother to the same fountain
which stands still open; his blood 1is still suf-
ficient, and his merit still prevalent; neither
will he upbraid for all that is past...O do not
be content to remain in your present state ;
press hard after God, cry mightily to him,
and resolve that nothing shall hinder your re-
turn : you are not in the morning of life,..You

~ know not how soon your soul may be requi-
red of you, and will you sell your birthright
for amess of pottage ? God forbid, put forth
all your strength, and the Lord will help you..
Be serious, be much in prayer, and O fly tri-
fling foolish company...If you would save-
Four soul you must be content to be the seoff
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times think I will try one letter more ; nor
would I now desist, if I couldsecany hope of
amendment’; if intreaties could prevail, I
would eseech you to have mercy onyour own
soul...Z%az which Christ has pll-ijcllnsetl with -
his blood; 7%z which must live for ever, and
which is capable of such celesial enjoyment ;
O let it not fall a victim to the brutal gratifi-
cation of afilthy carcase; O for God’s sake
consider this, and consider what Christ has
done and suffered for you; I would bcseéc.l}
you for his sake to turn, repent, and live....
what could he have done more for you than
he has done ! he suffered a long and painful'
life, and . died a grievous and.ignominious
death! and still interceeds, and pleads hlS
merit and death, in your behalf' And w;ll
‘you still continue to grieve his sp1r1t > to painy
Ius"lov:ng heart! to send him away moprnxxl_gl
and complaining that * you will not come to.
him, that yc)u may have life”; if his teg}:,s,
and entreaties will not prevml should I ur
;' the cause of God scandalized through vqﬂ;‘{
fﬁ'means, will not al! thlb f'orpe you to xjel;,gt.&
Should not the people of God whpsg sou
you have gnevr:(i cause wu to oM. ye.%

and k- gond - v - 3

) 4
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he should perish in his sms, "F’W I not his soul
be required at your hands, and will not his
destruction enhance your own “damnation.
O wﬂl not /! the qdmomtu)ns and friend-
ly warnings you have got appe&r as swift
witnesses against you ! And those who you
now cherish as dearest friends, to whom you
have given your heart and '1ﬂ'e51txons and for
whose sake you are at times even willing to
be . da:mled will you not then in the
horror of lrretnevable darkness and despair,
look upon, as your most inveterate enemies,
and mutually curse the day that brought
ye first tagethei.‘ do you not stand on the
brink pf the mos't shppery preclpmp' O Wﬁat
a miracle of mercy, that }cmr own mcauﬁous
behaviour has notlong smce tumbled you "ﬁd'
_How Iongpxt may be the case  God on’ly knov
His ‘mercy is mdeed long suﬂ'ermg ; but T
that has been often rcprovcd and still “hﬁ.f% 1
eth his neck, shalfq%e suddm{y destl‘bye"d and
that wnbout remecfy”"t iﬁ
I have just received aletter from M’r’
tian, who informs tﬁe,_;t_l_'fat of late yg
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dwelling sin, and how delivered from it..
Blessed be God who has madc > you a w 1tness
of that truth which you have so often, and so
vehemently contradicted, and fqught against,
Surely you are now called to tes_‘t_,_i_-_fy against a//
the works of the Devil, and to hunt him out
of every strong hold... May the Lord make
you faithful in this;; if you are, your own soul
shall prosper...But if to please men, you keep
back any part of the childrens portion, be as-
sured the Lord will deal by you, as you do by
his little ones. I am my dear Brother Hern’s
Sincere friend, |

ELIZA BENNIS.

LETTER LXXXIII.

M:. Jonathan Hern...to Mrs. Eliza Bennis.
Cork, April 1651773
I SHALL gladly comply with my Dear
Sister Bennis’s request...God was first plea-
sed to make known his loving kindness to
me, by pardoning my sins in the year 1763,
The year after, I was married; and fell from
grace, lost the life of God, and continued
careless and in a state of sin for four months....
"The Lord in pity visited me again, healed my
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urged “ these things cannot be done away, at
least until a little before dezrth” how ever I
continued to have such a sight ofm} mbred
corruptions from the second to the ninth of
January, as I never had before.r_( I cned Lord .
this is Hell) on the n;;:th of 4t nuar&g beok
was put into my hands Wntten'by Mr. ng '

on ¢ Chrmtlan Per"ecﬁ% I was con_vinc"

T

(I now saw my ownw zsdam Izeyt me ata dis-
tance) Secing its to be my privilege, and be-
ing’ weary of the hell in my own breast, I
cried Imghtzly to the Lord, and on Friday the
wenty second of January, that memorable day
Cod while I was at prayer removed the Hell
in my breast,and I ws. filled with love, with
‘Heaven, and with God ! on the Monday fol-
lowing while meeting the select band, the
Lerd so shined into my beart, and gave me
such n strong testimony of his Spirit ; as ve-
moved ev ery doubt that he had cleansed it
from all sin; so that now I know experiment-
ally, that his blood cleanseth from af/ sin. A
now walk with God,and converse with himy:
as.a man with ‘his friend. He is pleased to .
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LETTER LXXXIV.
Mr. John Bristol...to Mrs. JEliza Bennis.
Bally Moore, October 18, 1775.
My Dear Friend
Though I simpathize in your trials, yet
vou have not one too many, for God does a//
things well, and you may greatly comfort
vourself by firmly believing that af/ things
shall vork together for good to them that
love God; can you say youw are not one of
these 7 No, you cannet, you dare not say so ;
then take the cornfort to yourself.  You may
be certain that deep waters are not more
needful to carry the rich laden vessel to her
ippointed haven, than those deep conflicting
sorrows are to bear your precicus immortal
soul over the tempestuous ocean of this dan-
| gerous world, to that blessed and peaceful
shore where the wicked cease from troubling
and the weary enjoy everlasting rest. Dark-
mess I do not plead for, God forbid! but
“through great tribulation we must enter the
kingdom of God. No: trial Tknew for the
prescnt is joyous, but they tend to create inus
an indifference to sublunary things. High
winds and loud thunders are terrifying, yet
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and the word, without finding either pleasure
or pain in the former. Too many of this sort
have I met with. '

1 nevér saw more need to make a stand
against the rapid progress of formality than
at present, for it breaks in upon the Church
of God like a great inundation, and has alrea-
dy deluged a great. part of the believing
world ; happy are they who maintain the real
pouer of Godliness, though  they follow the
redeemer through tribulations darkest night.
I trust and believe this is }our case, and
would be glad to hear you enjoy more sen-
sible satisfaction in the good ways of our bles-

‘Master.  Reflect on his past goodncss ;
follow him to the garden, behold him on Cav-
very mangled and torn!  Contemplate on fu-
tugtv, and consider, ““a/l that height of glori-.
ous bliss, our everlasting portion is; » and then
I think you will joyfully ‘‘praise him for all
that is past, and trust him for what is to.
come,”...and be enabled to welcome toil or
grief or pain, saying ‘‘all is well for Christ
is mine,” farewell my Dear Sister, may the

-
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Lord be your euppmt...m" yeux ‘m:F}*
fecnwm Brother,

_FH

JOHN BRIST%

- JabsR FI LR LXXXV.
"'rir. John Goodwi ine.to Mrs. Eliza Bennis.
Bristel, March 15,1778,

MY VERY MEAﬂ BISTER,

- THOUGH exceedingly hurried in this
Iarge city, yet I cannot suffer our Dear father
and friend (Mr. Wesley) to pay you a visit,
without sendmg by him a short pledge of my
continued affection; wherever this veteran
Apostle goes he carries andleaves 2 blessing;
may his visit to Ireland and particularly ¢
Dear Limerick be as profitable, as it has been
at this time to Bristol. Our bands both pub.
lic and select had got_into u covered way of
spcakmg : mstead of openly and explicitly de-
clarcmg what God had done for their souls,
in cleansing them ﬁ(im all sin and enabling
them to lffve thc “’ i tﬁgn' God with all
their heart, thqy W{}u only say that ¢ God
had given f.hem 3 j_‘at hIesf,mg,” or such
like geg%fab express on, which was in faci
5aymg nothmgto the ppmt and often stopped
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timed preachers ‘frof sinking. deeper _ into
their experience. This ambiguous manner of
speaking (which I fear has not been confined
to Bristol only) springs ecither from World.
ly prudence, or voluntary humility ; both of
which are hurtful to the people of God.
But Mr. Wesley’s reproof advice and encour-
agement, has had the good effect of remov-
ing this improper shyness, and many have
declared in plain words, that ‘¢ God hath clean-
sed them from all unrightecusness, and filled
them with perfect love,” some that I know
nothing of in that respect ’till now, and by
this means, the work of God seems to have
got 2 fresh spur in this city.

As for my own state, I wish every one that
has found a clean heart, would beware of the

reasonings of good men, and also of their own
heart on this point; devices from which 1
have ‘greatly suffered. May God restore to
methat simplicity. which once I did enjoy;
I elearly see nothing else: will make me hap-
py- I am more than ever convinced that it is
the most simple thing in the world, to give
~ the whole heart unto God ; and hence it is,
‘that it is so hard a thing! Pride utterlysoppe- -
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ses this simplicity, pnde Swill pe‘rfﬁit as fb
reason but mnot to believe, O that T was as o
little child before the Lord! let my Déﬁr
Iriend’s petitions be addedto mine for this...

Your Sincerely Aﬂ'ectmmte '

JOHN GOODWIN.

-
-

LETTER LXXXVI.

‘Mr. _Sﬁmue-l Bradburn...to Mrs. Eliza Bennis

_ : Dublin, _‘}"u—n'e 14,1777+
MY DEAR MRS. BENNIS.

. THOPE your soul rejoices in the pos-
session of the mind thatwas in Christ! what that
mind was is plain from Mathew 11 & 29
and Philip 2 & 5. This humble mind implies
every other blessing ; Zove, the very soul ofall
religion, can never be obtained or kept with-
out this. Faith, that is armour upon armour,
cannot poss:bly subsist without this blessed
grace. Hope, that anchor of the soul, would
be lost in hypocrisy, or banished by despair
but for this disposition of the heart, in short
Patience, Resignation, Contentment, Peace,
Foy, &e. would allbe empty names without the
mind of Christ...Genuine Humility (that is)
a “proper estimation ofall things’’ or in other
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words to ““Think right,” hence ‘the Apostie
“ In patience possess your souls,” or (as we
may render it) Thoughts, of God, Angels,
Saints, Devils, the World, Religion, the
Scriptures, Heaven, Hell, Ou rsclves &e.&e.
I was going to proceed, but really mentioning
such a rich variety of subjects 'has“quite
swallowed up my soul in shame and astonish-
ment, under a sense of my own Ignorance!
Surely ‘I am more brutish than any man,
and have not the understanding of a man> yet
blessed be my God, I know heis good, I feel
my heart warm with his divine love, while
I write about his amazing, incomprehensible
glorious © Majesty ! I think 1 begin. to hvae
wisdom enough to know I am a fool. Glory
to God I'am mnot lost in folly, beyond recov-
ery ! Sometimes I am tempted to think I
know more than those about me, but all this
vanisheth away, when I consider things ac-
cording to their proper nature. I think upen
the whole, I find more faith, love, resigna-
tion, patience and peace of mind every day,
because I find more of the blessed mind of |
Christ. O that T may ever be l-.ept at the
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foot ﬁe-cross ; and always standing in awe,
that I'sin not! I plainly see the worth of re-
ligion is not known to most of its professors,
cﬁéﬂ)cy would quickly renounce not only all
the errors in judgment;about a God of love,
_ but they would renounce the world more, and
love to be more alone. O Sweet retirement !
there is no possibility of prospering without
‘being often in private . with our Heavenly Ta-
ther, and as much as in us lies in sweet com-
munion with his real Children....I am Dear
Mrs. Bennis, Your Affectionate, .
SAMUEL BRADBURN

- P. S. Without shewing this to any onc
whatsoever ; I particularly request your honest
deliberate thoughts on the following queries,
. First. Is it possible for God to be Omuis.-
cient, absolutely to know all things in time and
eternity, past, present, and future ; for the
doctrine of absolute reprobation ( or Calvinism)
not to b&“fﬂlm, ané'&)r tke iﬁrments of Hell to
be@teﬂaaiﬁ* TSR

~ Second. Ifit mhypms:ble for all thece to
be true together, M is thc least danger
mstpdeny:é AN il
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Third. Would denying one of them, in
any measure invalidate the Scriptures, make
the God of love less loving, and the comforts
of religion fewer in number, or smaller in na-
ture; which is it ?

I would go on, butxf spare you, it will not
do to say ¢ you shoqu not be thinking of
these things,” It is no new subject, nor do
I ask for asking sake....Think closely upon
each of these, and send me soon the result
of your thoughts.

LETTER LXXXVII.

Mrs. Eliza Bennis...to Mr. Samucl Bradburn.
' Limerick, Fune 22, 1777.
_ MY Dear Brother Bradburn must cer-
tainly be sensible how unequal I am to the
task he imposes, yet nothing will do but the
exposing my ignorance to a friend from
whom I desire not to hide it.

The questions you propose are such as I
think have never yet been fully answered.
My own. mind has been often puzzled about

~ these very points, and J have always found it the
safest way to withdraw my mind from these
sort of speculations ; finding them too deep for
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- First. (then,) In allmy conceptions of Gad,
his ways and works, I have concluded that
I amvery ignorant, that his ways are very
mysterious, and that she depths of his eternal
mnind ‘is not known even to the Angels that
attend his throne ; ﬁayond these limits I never
suffer my ihoughts to wander. I certainly
believe God perfect in every attribute, there-
fore he must be omniscient, must know all
things past, present and future’; yet we must
nct by this destroy liis mercy; He has fixed
certain laws whereby he governs « the world,
and the greatest reprobate must acknowlege
them Holy, Just, and Good ; thenif so, they
must be unalterable, else his Justice would not
be perfeet, for if his laws were dispensed
with from arespect of persons, it would be
Caprice not Fustice.  1also think he has made
his terms so casy that all may be saved; I be-
lieve he has givena sufficient measure of grace
to every scul, that'By improving it, they may
be saved; that they are not is entirely. their
ewn fault ; though he certainly sees they wili
not, yet this foreknowlege of his can-
not be imputed as the cause, no more than
the foreknowlege of the prophets, can be the



Letter 87: June 22,1777 | 197

( 1987

ause ‘of the evils: which they foresaw. 1

ertainly think he wills that all should be sa-
sed, and when all by one transgression was.
mhﬂ@f his :abumnt mercy provided a
mest expensive ransom ! what more could he
have done ? And. farthesggﬁgrdear his justice
he has provided every help to draw, to allure,
to invite us to accept the offers of his grace.
But some may say ‘¢ he knew all would not
accept his offered grace, and as he knew it,
why did he not use some more forcible me-
thods with them” ? I think this would be un-
just; he holds. out to them: the same o&'@r&,
the same warnings, the same invitations, and
cqually wills their salvation ; but as our Lord
complains, ¢ They will not come unto him -
that they may have life””. From all these con-
siderations, I believe the doctrine of reproba-
tion unscriptural, false and very pernicious.
Yet there are many particular circumstances
in God‘s ~manner of working, which indeed

ot fathom, and which looks iike predes-
fmatmn, these are ﬁm very mysterious to
me; and I think should be let alone by the wi.
sest until finite can he.,able to grasp infinity.
‘And among these, are the eternity of the tor- -
R 2
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meits of Hell, and many other matters which 1
never expect to know in this life, and perhaps
some of them I shall not know toall eternity.
You ask, ‘“which is less dangerous to be-
Jieve T think it is less dangerous to belicve
him a God of universal love and benevolence,
as he has declared himself in his word ; who
desires not the death of a sinner, but is wil-
ting that a// should repent and live.... These
are my ‘‘honest deliberate thoughts” but
should I suffer my mind to run into nice rea-
soning on these matters, I would expect to be
entangled in labyrinths of my own making ;
“for I have ever observed in the ways and
works of God, something as incomprehensi-
ble ‘to me, as the Deity himself; and indeed
if it was not so, he would not be God ! for,
what sort of a God must he be that could be
comprehended by such little beings, such
groveling insects, who cannot comprehend
the smallest insect around us.
I hope my Dear Friend's mind is not puz- -
~ zled about these matters : this would trouble
me very much,though I should be apt to think
it was but justice for your scverity towards
those who hold these opinions, whigh I"often
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thought you carried too far; I am certain
there are many souls in glory, who whilst
here held these opinions ; and I really believe
there are many now on earth who hold them
and are beloved of God ; then if he bears not
‘only patiently; but lovingly with them, why
‘should not we; perhaps their opinions arc
Jess hurtful than our zeal against them. May
his unerring Spirit set us all right.  prays
‘vour truly Affectionate friend
- ELIZA BENNIS.

LETTLR LXXXVIII
Mr. John Stretton...to Mrs. Eliza Benms
Newfound-!and Caroanear, October 29, 1770.
Dear Madam, _
A GRAT EFUL sensc of your kindness
to me m Waterford and a . thankful remem-
: l;rance of the Chnstlan Admomtmns you then
: pressed on me, I tmst shall newer be eradxca-.
ted from my heart emboldcnecl by these, 1
take the hberty of a@quamtmg you, with my
safe. landmg here, my, present situation and
‘prospects &c. ***H%****H***********
***%*************#**%*********#ﬁ*

qf

@ehgwn 1§ scarce to be found in this coun.
uy, a few professors scattered through the
different Bays, that were awakened-by the
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Yabours of Mr. Coughlan, who keeps up meet-
ings among them in the wint’er season, for
that is the only time they have to spare.

As to myself, I see more and more of the
wickedness of my own heart, and it is now my
constant cry-to have the polluted fountain
cleansed ; let me entreat you to remember
me at the throne of grace, for I fear evil
getting the ascendancy over my best resolu-
tions. It has pleased God to shake me over
the very brink of the grave several times,
since I left Ireland ; and then I could see how
unfit 1 was to appear before his dread tribu-
nal. Once I narrowly escaped death by a fall
from a loft, several times I was near perish-
ing in the great deep, having been tossed
about in an open boat for some hours in
a heavy gale of wind, when my hope
failed me and I could only cry for mercy.
Oft have I been delivered, and yet I am un-
thankful ! However my resolution is fixed
to turn and seek Aim who can speak peace
to my soul, and though I often find Sin steal- -
ing on me unawares, yet hope I shall be. d!w
livered fmm it, by that Almighty arm
restrained me from drinking down ini
like water,
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Requesting a letter from you next s.pnngi
nd wishing you every happmess m_time
zmd e,tsmlty, I am Dear Madam, _Yours

Respectfully
JOH\T ST RETTON _

LETTER LYXXIX

Mr john Stretton...to Mrs. Eliza Benms. :
‘ewfound-land, Harbour Grace; November 12,1771.
Dear Madam,

I AM truly thankful for your. welcome

letter, and shall keep it as a precious relic :
your plainness I \e‘stee_n'l, asa mark of your
regard for my soul; but must observe you -
“have mistakenan expression in mine ; I can
assure you I never wrote it with design to
cover myself with the filthy rags of my own
righteousness: I know my wickedness too
well to impose such a covering upon my self,
and 1 have a natural somethmg within, that
scorns to act the hypocrite, for I am sure I
never professed myself to be what I really
was not. I shall now act smcerely,and tell you
that I ama very wicked creature; that I have
made resoluticns both - in Ireland and here,
‘and yet have broke them all; I Wouitl wil-
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lingly hope that I am not abandoned, thmﬂl
I ﬁnu 1t hard to tear that Delila, that darling
sin from me. I hatc sin, and yet I fall into
it, is that cons:stmt’ [ am a lump of incon-
oxstence' and see that nothingless thanan
Almighty Arm can save me from my sins.
May the blessed Jesus prove that he is Al-
mighty to save, and strong to deliver; muy
he pluck me asa brand out of the burning.

If I am not too bad to merit one thought
of yours, let me request you sometimes to
think of the poor fugitive, particularly when
you address the throne of grace ; and favour
me with a letter next Spring.

I am Dear Madam &c.
JOHN STRETTON.
. el T o .
LETTLR XC.
-Mr John, Stretton,..to- Mrs.. Eliza Bennis,
Iarbour Grace, November 13, 1778,
Dear Madam,

I DO indeed. sincerely th:mk you for
your very kind letter of last spring, it has
proved a C&%" to my drooping spirits. Last
w1nter,,£-" constantly in the mens? cluss,

Eoughlan formed in this place,”
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mw«a was earnest in my scarch afﬁe‘i'
happiness : oft have I been affected thh true
cmﬁﬁdﬂ and was constant in my attendance
at the throne of Grace; vet still, Iwas, Iam,
but an ‘“ almost christian !> You will ask
the cause ! Itis surely in me; Lam ina world
of hurry, confusion and noise ; and it requires
more Grace than I'have yet attained, to stand
even and steady ‘upon these tumultuous
wheels: as business encreased, my devotion
began to languish ; the restless busy}ﬁrorld"
would fain engross: the whole heart,  Even
now 1 am uneasy; this foolish ﬂuctaatmg
world, takes up too muchof my thoughts and
desires, and either flatterswith delusive shades,
or affrights with gloomy apprehensions. At
this very instant, I feel the powerful influence
of melancholy, and can hardly collect my scat-
tered thoughts to write. , T hope God will
bring good out of this evil, and turn my
fiections to a proper point, O may it end in
m—y qu M@ew g'Ins 'whatever part of
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of your friendship, and entreat a cantmu&m
of your prayers for a poor wanderer. M
I'am Dear'Madam &c.
JOHN STRETTON,
LETTER XCI.

Mr. John Stretton...to Mrs. Eliza Bennis.
Harbour Grace, November 14, 1773.
Dear Madam, -

A SENSE of my own insignificance,
makes me at a loss to answer your last very

~ kind and friendly letter; I ask myself, ¢ how
can this servant of Christ trouble herself with
such a worthless cumber-ground ?*> Again, I
reason thus with myself; * Art thou not
ashamed to write the sincere sentiments of

_ thy heart > Mrs. Bennis expects that thou
canst now witness a good confession, and art
no joicing in the love of God, and wilt
undeceive her ? if thou dost, she will

Iook upon thee as a profligate wretch unwor-
thy her regard”....I start at the supposition?1
would not be despised, though I deserve it.
instant my respect for you is so great;
ntempt I feel for myself so predo-
‘that T am apprehensive you will not
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le yourself to W!!EE me another vlettﬂf'y
1ight 1s painful, for I have found your

letts_rs;\@ useful, that I dread the loss of them:
however 1 hope, I shall now and at all times,
act cqnsnstent with truth and honest plainness,
let what will be the consequence....I have to
say of myself that I often feel the want of a
Saviour; and'am clearly convinced that I
cannot be happy, until Jesus the Lord, saves
me from the guilt and the power of sin. I
am_often ready to lay hold on the promise,
to take it as my own; but I want a power
to believe.. Blessed Jesus, thou canst give *
the power, thou only canst open the eyes of
the blind, thou canst remove this Egyptian
darkness, canst break this cursed r of
unbelief and turn my Hell to Hedven. e

My Dear friend do not cease to pray for
that I might recei mg

I return you my smpcre thanks fcn yum"
delicate manner in disclosing the death of
my Dear M other ; and.for your wholesome
advice, and all your kind admonitio
the Lord. bless you....I have now
you, that I bave married a native ¢
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since T wrote last, shembmwﬁf HARY

accomplishments, that would even grace 4
European ; but the chief -&M&e Eﬁi's
God, and walks in his ways.” ©0 o
After all, I find that no &m or created
thing can make me happy: nor can I rest
short of an interest, in thar Blood which clean-
‘seth from all sin....1 hope this will find 'you
in perfect peace, and all around you happy ;
#e27 4 long continuance of spiritual arid tem-

pures biessirgs united, be your lot, igythe

‘hnaﬁected wish, of Dear Madam Your real
fm:nd R “ : wj.' ‘;,.*,_)’_,_q.
] VN, o 3

S 'y LETTERXCIL

. John Stretton. .o My, Eliza Befmis &

Hurbeo ?'gmmembm%’a;] 7 Ak !
My DEARMRS. BENNIS: * [ G o s gl

i

o, 3

'"HIS moment I feel my . heart W*

with affection to you; 1 have just now read

-your:welcome letter, and do sincerely thank
2 your directions, with Tespect

. and I hope Go
o foliow them....You obs

le, is exactly consistent with
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aveindeed thirsted after fame,
- n “tggy were empty
ot €O t.refram from pur—

Water. | I bgltevé I was nev&r in. eamesk
about the  salvation of my soul, until the last
ter ; then it pleased God to Iay a shight
ng me, and at the same time to
open my # to the dangerl was in : the
terrors of Death got hold upon me ! I appre-
hended I was near my end, my fears were
alarmed ! I dare notloek death in the fice t
‘my conscience accused me of all the evils I
had committed, against light, against myscl,
my neighbour and ‘my God; 'O what would

T mfg%&’ﬁa*aﬂ interest in Jesus ; m tho’
1 prayed eamestly, 1 found my heart as ada-
‘ﬁiﬁﬁtﬁ*“i ‘feared, I trembled, but could not
'mewﬂh NM Then, Then, I saw
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grieved his Holy Spirit :...at last my S}'ﬁt’m’:l,

became somewbat ,composed, and my health
returned. thg bgot up, my: heart was
howed down, - .'fnﬂ opprg.ssmd with a guilty
load; I took the bible, and the first place I
opened was, the 53d. chapter of Isaiah; I
rexd, and immediately felt my heart softened,
I continued to read until I came to that glori-
ous invitation, * Ho every one that thirsteth,
come ye to the waters; and he that hath no
money, come ye, buy and eat; yea, come,
buy wine and milk, wizbour money, and with-
out price.”” 'THen I broke out vvoluntanly,
mto a refreshing flood of tears; I read, and
wept, and prayed by turns, and thought I

had fai | to lay hold on the promise; I felt

that I loved Jesus, I saw that he was willing
to be recenciled to me, and yet some strange
doubt interposed, and I did not believe that I
was yet savingly converted ;...I dared not pre-
sume to say, that ‘‘ God had forgiven all my
sins,’? this is staggering at the promise through

unbelief....I have been struggling with this |

unbelief all the summer, sometimes I find
my Heart enlarged, and I can love God, w
ﬂ,ﬁry name of Jesus; ean love '
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Church....After Mr. Coughlan’s smims“
Europe, the Justices (his avowed enemies)
took upon them to réad prayersin the Church,
and laboured with' all their ‘might, to intro-
duce the dullest formality in the room' of the
pure gospel, which he "had preached; and
partly succeeded therein’; those that had re-
ceived the truth under him used to meet as
a class, in the Church on Sabbath evenings;
but now zheir Worships would not suffer it.
Mr. Arthur Thomey,(a respectable mer-
‘chant, who was converted under Mr. C.)
‘and I, being disgusted with this mode of ac-
tion in the Justises; resolved to oppose the
torrent of iniquity ; we gathered a few togath-
er, who we believe loved the Lord Jesus;
and found amongst them, a poor illiterate
‘fisherman, that was not ashamed of his Heaven-
ly master; who boldly stood up, and spoke
in his n2me; him we constantly attend to
hear :...Mr. Thomey also exhorts, and 1s en-
dowed with both gifts and grace; this is
done from house to house. * We have joined
ourselves into a society, and bave drawn up
rules as like Mr. Wesley as we could, €on-
sistent with local ‘circumsgances; our num-

LR Th
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~ ber about thirty, who I belicve are sincere
At Carbonear about three miles from this,
e people attend to hear a Mr. Pottle, who
m received the truth under Mr. Cou
he reads prayers and expounds o them : but
these have not yet formed themselves into a
society : though some of them meet as 2
class, and are. smcene fellowers of the Lamb
 Last October, a minister came to reside
i Harbour Grace, in the room of Mr. Cough-
‘lan; he was sent by the ¢ Society for propo-
gating Christian knowlege,” to Trinity bay,
about fourteen years since; and in all that
time, there has not one soul, been 4wakened
under him: I much fear the consequence
of his coming here: He is a man of letters
but oh ! he is blind : though our society now
attend his preaching, and received the Saera-
ment at his hands last Sunday; yet we
continue to meet as before, following Mr.
Wesley, m’all things as near as we can. This
is the state of the Church, in this wilderness ;
“(and this p& the orﬁ},part of New-foundland
‘where the truth has yaet been received.) I
‘shall nowisa;y omet] ing of myself; andto
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oe circum”stantial mu@ﬁ
r Society (,elebrated :
as tne methodi%ts éo_m

g'we out and 1‘&15&& ' e hymr the da
my rnmd was agxtate‘a and mx b l:ly

dered ; in the evemng f‘épeﬁr“very si c ‘gﬁ
the distr ¢ss upon my mmd encreased :
tempted to go to bed owever, I 1
if posmb]e, to go through wﬂl ‘the lo
P T A
fezxst just before we. ‘began I Went to pr&yer
alonc, darkness overw ]1elrned my soul X t
in the midst I sald if Idle, _or i f eris
better perisfl thus crymg for mercy. ?Wen,
and began w:th the ﬁrst of' Mr, Wesle s ]0*:
feast hymns ; no sooner had I gwcn out the
'.ﬁrst 1“16.53, viz. FYTARIN Wi i
« Come, and let us sw eetly j mm, _ pee
« Christ to pr:use in hymns divine.” *

atid mentioned the sacred name of Chm{l'
but-ﬁ#!&t glowtd with affection : T burst
out into tears, and continued xhth lowing
eyes, to give out and sing the ms:,., of the
bymn, antil I came to ﬂwﬁ’l’mes ”’“"
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-

o ,, &5‘ We h:s quxck’nmg spirit breath :”
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* Thrist lrath burst the bands of Death !

ﬁfm ). 0 then I was so overpowered, that I
cquld ‘neither give out Tor sing any more :

I felt adl the force of the expression ; I then
that moment felt, that he had burst the bands
of Death in my soul; and that Idid, then
breath hxs qmck’mng spirit: all present were
greaﬂy affected ; ; and a backslider that mght
professed to have found with me, the quick-
ning influence of the spirit of our Lord : this
was a night much to be remembered ; Jesus
sprinkled my soul, with his precious blood ;

and the destroying Angel had no power to
hurt : I went to bed very much disordered
in body, but my mind calm : but immediate-
ly I began to doubt ; I could not believe that
this was true faith; now I was left in dark-
ness again; I knew not what to do, at last
I concluded that as I could not believe, I was
one of the fearful, that are mentioned in the
Revelations, to be without the New-Jerusa-
lem: I told my fears to my friend Thomey, he
sald my thpughts were false and vain; and
asserted that the. ,,f;a;ﬁll above mentioned,
werﬁ those th were afﬁ'ald of Man, and asham-
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ed of Jesus; yetI couldnotibelieve, untit
he proved his assertion, by the Notes of -;_

Waesley, and others on the text: now -
doubts vanished, light bmk\e@am wpon
my soul, his words were lgjv.qrd@\v ‘blessed
be God, I yet find ]%mﬁhmup to myspul
when. I find I love bim, it is. an evidence to
me of my acceptance. = As to temporals,
I have gone through the furnace this summer;
but I beiieve God will bring me cil:l'f1 of all my
troubles:: I greatly approve of the Journal
you recommend me to keep, and think now
to begin it:. Lord help me, I am apoor un-
faithful creature, and have a.pdor. stock of
experience to begin with. I note every part
of your letter, and particularly request. you to
write. me a long and plain one, next spring -
‘your letters .are always useful and welcome
to your truly Affectionate Friend,
Y JOHN STRETTON.
o — =T : Y
. . LETTER XCILV..
Mr John Strettnn «.to Mrs, Mliza Bemmgf
- Itarbour Grace, November 8, 1.7&
R4 m&ﬂ. S1STER BENN]LB ok
.

S DO you think me wg'llby of bqw




Letter 94: November 8, 1776 | 215




216 | Letter 94: November 8, 1776

B S
-1 *&’1‘;{
s
e ey

g = -,__d,;_-é'-. .,.._':r: -3




Letter o5: March 22, 1777 | 217

(2 )

vorld ; yet, there was one month this year,
n 1 was engaged in the most complicated
of it; and (O amazing mercy and un-
d grace !) I never enjoyed a more calm
7in my life ; therefore I conclude that
outward thing can effect the soul, if1t keeps
‘to Christ: I wish I did so'always. Lord
help me I am a strange inconsistent creature !
Would you think well, to consult Mr. Wes-
ley about my doubts of being called to speak
in public; and let me have his oepinion thro’
you. May the Lord Jesus, the good Shep-
herd of the Sheep, keep you safe to the Day
of Eternity ; prays your affectionate Brother,
- JOHN STRETTON,

" *LETTER XCV.

Mrs. E}lza ‘Bennis...to0 Mr John Stretton.
: * Limerick, March 22, 1777.
Dear Brother Stretton,
- MAY he who has called you by lis grace,
‘tothe great work wherein you are engaged,
still keep you and make you faithful in vour
calling ;..‘ your unfitness is no barr in Ais way
who can send by whom he will ; and general-

Iy chooses foolish and base instruments, that

-
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his power and grace may be manifest te
Blessed be God that he does give you to feel
your poverty, you have need of it, how oft
would you have fallen through the pride of
your own heart, if you had net thic view of
yourself; how gracious is it thexn, to keep
us within sight of ourselves, that we mﬁj—'ﬁe
equally ballanced ; and by feeling our neces-
sities be led to look for help where only it
is to be found; by ourown experience, and
that of others, we may notice, whatever bles-
sing God is willing to bestow, he first gives .
us to feel the want of; he deals tenderly ; does
not break our spirits by discovering to us allat
once the whole hateful picture of our heart;
but by little and little as we are able to bear
and with this view points out to us the remedy
also ; like the discovery of a rich mine,
which though stored with inestimable trea-
sure, yet requires labour to put us into the
possession of it, we must dig before we reach
the pearl; and if we would carry on the illu-
sion, suppose to yourself a poor Beggar, hav-
ing a discovery made to him of hid treasure;
who instead of immediately exerting higlself '
to dig andl be rich, sits down on the spot to
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for his poverty ; what would you say to
'Lmuld you mot upbiaxd him for hl@'

tunity put into  his hands....but suppose this
M!nstead of doing so, still pleads his pover-
ty a@ an excuse for his indolence ; sits still
atﬁ ‘contents  himself; with  discovering the
‘easure to every passenger who goes by«
Need Imake the application { does not your
own heart prevent me? what hinders your
deliverance ! the Lord has given you to feel
your .need, to feel the bitterness of sin ; and
has also discovered to you the remedy, then
what hinders ?  will you plead your pov-
‘erty 2 why this is the very thing should'
drive you forward ; the good physician came
not to heal the whole, but to cure the sick
of every malady ; O come taste, and see, how
good he is! do not be content with recom-
mending the blessing to others, this is holding
the door open to all to pass through but
yourself; the Lord bids you come, heasks
““ Wilt thou be made whole” O let all excuses
be laid m - and véﬁmrc your whole soul on
hﬁ atonmghbmd tmst him, prove him and
MQI;\&II find him all that he haspromisedto be.
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I forget that I am ertlngrto& &Pm
from whom I should receive instruction ;
earnestness of my soul for youf Gaffles me be-
yond my limits; I shall make no other apo- |
logy than that I love your soul, and would
bhave you as happy as God can make you : 0
may he remove every hindrance, and that his
hand may not be stayed, see that you be afel-
low worker togcther with him, lop off every
thing that might be a hindrance to his work
on your heart; let ncthing be too little or too
great to part with; often yery emall things

_ hinder, beeause we are apt to hug these to our
bosom, thinking that God will not dispute
with us for such a trifle ; and though his spi-
rit reproves for it, yet we pass it by; still
thinking that it is too small to be sin :....But
my Dear friend, be henest and ingenuous
with God: search your own heart, and be
willing that God should see it all, and point
out every lurking evil; and sce that you on
every such discovery, cut off the right hand :
remember that ¢ Flesh and blood cannot enter
the Kingdom of Heaven.” If we will follow
Christ, we must deny Oursalvas, an-:. Le'tih- |
our Cross, and follow him manfulbr sifel
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cive us; the indulging the flesh
, Drink, Sleep, Indolence or pleasure,

las ﬁffectually damn the soul, as open sin.

- __ hal-s ‘given us a clear light to walk by ;
: e expects from us in proportion to what
we have received; May the Lord help us to
consider our calling, and to walk wisely and
surely before him : and to this end what great
need have we of watchfulness !

Might not the Devil himself be our exam-
ple in this ? he watches continually, and often
finds us sleeping, and never fails to avail him-
self of our indolence: O then be watchful, be
humble ; consider you have nothing that you
have not received; and what talents you
have, were given you for the good of others ;
use them as his property who bestowed them,
not your own ; being assured that you must
render a strict account to your master, and
theirs for whose use they were given, Be-
ware how you desist from your labour; the
Lord has called you to work in his vineyard,
wait then untll he 1s pleased to dismiss you ;
but lf you are self-willed, and will go before
u make out your days work, you are not
wed to your penny ; but may fall under

T 2
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the condemnation of the slothful servant, §
hid his Lords money ; rather givq@@rf e
what the Lord has giyen graciously to you;
if it be much, it is not yours; if it be little,
he is able to encrease it ; leave that matter to
him. Cast your mite 1nto his treasury, and
let him dispose of it as he sees fit. I am my

Dear Friend’s sincerely Affcctionate,
ELIZA BENNIS

LETTER XCVI

Mr. John Stretton...to Mrs. Eliza Bennis.

Haroourgrace, fune, 30, 1777.
I THANK my very Dear Sister Ben.
nis, for your sweet letter of last March; I
gladly embrace the present uncommon oppor-
tunity to write, and do most earnestly beg a
letter from you immediately, asthe ship re-
turns without making much delay in Ireland.
It 1s the desire of my heart, to attain to
that perfect love, you have so well described
in your letter,. but yet how far short of it dé
Icome! surely you must have experienced

what you wrotg, else your arguments Qod@ .

not be so conclusive ; if you think me. wor®

vors
L thy, let .me know ; I humbly hope;f%k%
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8 casting peart’s kﬁm swine” ; 1
th you in sentiment, and do believe
erfection attainable; for our God is Al-
tﬁta save, and strong to deliver ; and 1
\ fibtphis'willingnesb to save to the wuiter-
,them that come to him : your letter has
cleared up some doubts, and cast a light up-
on thls subject ; much more than many hours
reading. Blessed be God for the least mea- '
sure of his light, and I desire to bless his
holy name, for bringing me acquainted with
yots fnaia b '
You say you know I need not instruction
from you; Indeed, my Dear Sister, you
would not speak thus, if you knew me as well
as I know myself; for after all my reading
{which I ar‘very fond of,) I find myself
amazingly ignorant of spiritual things; and
greatly feel the want of Christian converse ;
for the professors here, (except a few which
are dispersed) are very ignorant, and unfit
to keep up a conversation of any kind ; there-
fore let me have in your next, and a/ways as
muqfl; of ’that sweet earnestness of beart, for
‘h:y ngntm welfam, as you ean possibly ex-
res i for ‘Efﬂel every line, With respect to
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my experience, 1 have to. mm{.“ I oft
find Jesus Chrxst precious to m;r soul, and
when it is not so I am unhappy ) hen I feel
His Love every thing plea,ses, whén he
gone, the whole word is a w&dernq&,
and Oh my Dear Sister' you can hﬁﬁly .
think what barrenness, doubts, fears, gtgs,
perplexities, and evil tempers I have to grap-
ple with ; so that I sometimes think, nobody
is so violently assaulted as I am. Sometimes,
with all these upon me, I am obliged to stand
up in public to speak for God ; and often find
that my adorable master drives them away,
cease not pray that my faith fail not, and that
my labour be not invain. In the Winter
season, we have public preaching three times
a week, from house to house in'e evenings ;
{not haying yet any meeting house) and in
this, I often have the cross to take up ; being,
so situated, that I musteress an arm of the
sea for this purpose after night ; which in this
country, at that season is very dangerous and
disagreeable ; however I have found that my
Ged is all-sufficient...In Summer our
ings can be only on Sundays ; as the ishis
business in which all here are empioyed pre-:
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p together and one only has been ad-
ed: 1 cannot omit mentioning here, a sweet
¥! ith, of e1ghteen years old, (who made no
profess:on) in a sudden violent distemper
went to Heaven last March ; leaving a clear
testimony, of his dying in the Lord: Ilast
Winter I travelled over land, in this desolate
country, about twenty-four miles: to a har-
‘bour that never heard the joyful sound; but
my labour seemed in vain ; the people there,
but a remove from savage; yet I'have since
felt, as if God would bless the seed then
sown.

Last sprmg Brother Thomey and I, went
to St‘. Jo!ms, which lies about fourteen leagues
ffrém us; and there found Brethren; one of
ixhqm P rea’ches ; ‘the society only eight per-
,éons, #ery pbof‘ ;“and yet they have builta
n-eai: litif& me etxnﬁ- house ! to the admiration
of evén Eiie prﬁ@&é world ; we tarried with
thm éféﬁ d'l)‘% {ﬁey are C‘alvnnsts, but
‘have wine m rk of love ; and where- |
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ever that is met with, v’sbo&w joyh
give the right hand of fellowsh“'gf {9

 Let names and sects and parties fall, P
# And Jesus Christ be all in «ll.” o

Farewell my Dear Mrs, Bennis, may the
Lord be your God in time and Etermty
prays your weak, and unworthy Brother in
Chuist.

JOHN STRETTON..

P
LETTER XCVIL
Mrs, Eliza Bennis...to Mr John Stretton.
Limerick, Fuly 24, 1777.

I YESTERDAY received my dear
Brother Stretton’s welcome favour, of last
month ; and from a desire of giving you all
the satisfaction in my power, take the earli-
est opportunity of answering it :...If my last
has been in any wise blessed to your soul,
my end is answered ; let the praise be given
where only 1t is due, not to the mstrument, P
but to the hand which conducts it :...I thank
our gracious Lord on your behalf, I do find
you bound on my heart before the throne aiw
grace ;... Blessed be God that you do feel it .
the desire of your heart, to attam to that per
- fect love, which is the prrnle,gq of th@
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Sod : ‘without this desire, and an
t pressing after it, you would be scarce
retain what you have already recewed

deed I have observed, that every soul
iﬁ?vmg received a sense of pardon, is
_ '-%J_r a natural, or rather supernatural pro.
peasity, to seek after a farther and deeper
work of gmce this 1 thm]g may discover to
us, that it is not only our privilege ; but if
I may use the_c_:;pressxon,‘qur“-‘ right of in-
heritance ;” our purchased possession, our
land of Canaan ‘to inherit which we were
called out of Ffrypt, led through the wilder-
ness, fou‘rht many battles, and encountered
many dangers you may ask, then why do
not allrexperience. it? the Apostle tells us be-
cause of unbelief; as it was with the Israel-
ites ; they were brought out of Egypt, cross-
ed the Red-sea, fed on the manna, drank
of the rock, tasted of the grapes ; yet by rea-
son of unbelief never ‘attained to the Inheri-.
tance :...Now ;pl} the allegory in your own
mind, and see if the comparison will not
hold > i so what h;ﬁders ? are you brought
0 I&MS E&nks? can you look and see the
't}t? :mcfvage the taste of the
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river of Jordon! let none of thés,e affrigh
returd my {riend ; but look ufa,!antl-:gée rﬁ
leads the way ! what are all your hindra
before the all pawer:ﬁd ‘esus, the capthn @f
your Salvatien : then do not delay, masmhng
about it; but bravely determine to venture on
the word, and promise of him who cannot
lie ; and trusting in him, say with old coura-
geous Caleb, « We are well able to go up,
and take the good land ;” be encouraged, be-
lieve, and enter in; may the Lord help you
to try hifi zow ; to put his goodness to the
proof this moment : whilst you are reading
this letter ; believe that he has purchased this.
great frecdom, this inestimable privilege,
this unspeakable deliverance for you ; that
he is now this moment w:llmg to bestow ih _
that is it even reached out to you, with en- -
treaties to accept it: then no longer rcﬁ;aq
vour Own mercies, now dage to beligve
spite of the Devil: venture your soulmy
him, and sce if he will not be faithf e s
grace: Odo not unbelievingly draw s -.
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éﬁﬂgl tmsmw Master’s business. LastéAwP

ed on a new: buénw havmi‘; for
t given up  the fishery, and commen.

’-eepmg &ml f‘ound&hat the heh?t&

od, for instanftly I had many of the gentlemen
hmmdy to assist me : most of these a few
months past were as ready to abuse me be- |
cause I publickly condemned their dt&i‘ngs- n
yet now they gave me encouragement Wlthou:t
my seeking their good will ; and what is bet- 4
tertht:m aﬂ,&@nd has blessed and is blg:sémg
mylendeavourss o g 70
1 ammnwﬂaioﬂmﬁ&ﬁy heart‘ business ¢ en-
gages much of my&hﬁﬁghts yet still T think
that I would not give up my God for ten thou.
sand..desﬁ 20 tﬁatg!‘ may nevcr be gu:lty

é ére argfke s |
ss has noi:'ﬁ?re-

ling: tﬁn every ’
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a Monday he was in a high fever, and wicked
beyond description, blaspheming &c. on th
brink of black despair: Tuesday night he
sent for me, I forgave him all he had said and i
done to me, talked and prayed with him:
that night and Wednesday he laboured under
strong convictions; Wednesday night I sat by
him expecting his death he was then calm
and resigned ; Thursday he was better, and
rejoicing in God his Saviour. On Monday
an Infernal, on Thursday a Saint: Behold! {
Admire the power of changing Grace. Since
~this he has joined our Society, and I'hope will
continue faithful; my Dear Sister my Spiri-
tual Mother, my Best Friend; continue to
pray for me, and cease not to comfort me by
your affectionate advice. May the Lord bless
vou with every blessing of the. Upper and .
- Nether Spring, is the unceasing prayer of |
* ' JOHN STRETTON.

= P
LETTER CI.

‘Stretion...to Mrs. Eliza Benms
" Harbour grm, SFune 29, 1785. 1
A{-‘TER a sﬂence d‘ five ymm;%m
exceeding glad to find, :that my fy

———

.‘Fa
L
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'bxstér Benms, my" motheﬁ,;my fme& wis

stﬂi alive ; . “for T had heard you ‘Wwas remov-

cff tt} your cternal rest, but blessed be God
yen are vet spared to do more good in the
earth :...I suppose you have lately seen Mr.
‘Wesley, and possibly have had some con-
“versation with him about me; I wrote to
him last Fall, to send a preacher to this place,
as the work of God seems to be at a stand
“here, and superstition and profaneness great-
1y encreasing ; he answered my letter, told me
of Dr. Coke being in America, and said he
~would write to him to call here before he-
‘returned to England :...but he is not yet arri-
“ved:..surely if he comes, he will find this a de-
“solate wilderness, and that it requires the spi-
it of martyrdom to carry on the work here :
my Dear Friend and fellow labourer Arthur
Thomey, who was instrumental in the con-
version of many souls, and laboured inces-
santly many years in his Lords vineyard, 1s
called hence to receive his eternal reward;
he went to Portugaﬁ%sf:"Nﬁvémber on bu-
“siness: just landed there, was in good health
'Tﬁmg to bed, and was found dead in the -
Y :f'_'ﬂmg you can harcliy conceive what Thave
. w,

D5 - o A0
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ielt on this melancholy occasion; yet surely
God s love, though Icannot see through this
dark cloud!...O write to Mr. Wesley, not to
forget us in this benighted corner; I know
by experience that sweet persuasion dwells
upon your tongue, and can you exercise it for
a more beneficial purpose 2 let not these souls
perish for lack of knowledge :..1 still exercise
my poor talents, but the society is broken
up, and few come to hear me, and my pres-
ent business. prevents the excursions I used
formerly to take:...yet blessed be God he
keeps my own soul in peace, sweetly stay-
ed upon him, and expectantly ‘looking to
him for arevival of his work ecven in this
place ; indeed were it not for this expecta-
tion, I should be tempted to return to Ire-
fand ; if it was the Lord’s will, I would be
glad to scc you before you die; but may he
direct....My Dear Sister, cease not pray for
me while you breath : I really believe your
prayers forme have been remarkably answer-
cd: O Icannot describe what a comfort it
brings tosmy mind in the midst of afflictions,
when I recollect, nay when I am sure, I have
onc faithful praying friend vet alive, may

Pl
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the Lord Jesus bless you, bless you in time,
bless you in eternity, is the earnest prayer
of yom‘ sincere friend and brother. |

JOHN ST RETTON.

LETTER CII.
Mr. John Stretton...to Mrs. Eliza Bennis.
Harbour-grace, November 15, 1785,
I AM much obliged to my Dear Sister
Bennis for yours of last August: the Lord
has indeed supplied the place of Dear Tho-
mey ; for last month a preacher arrived here
from London, sent by Mr. Wesley ; his name
John Magery; a good man, and a good
preacher; I hope he will prove a blessing
to this place.
+ We wanted one given wholly to the work ;
I see%thaf: a preacher shoalg.l not be entangled
-wu;h the affairs of tfus ife. ¢. My heart is ready
to accept your km,(metatlon, for be assured
idtis not the deml'__- of . geting rich that has

kept me here ; but I have been waiting to sce

the motion of the rqcumbent cloud. If 1
~had left thrs., the vcw appearance of religion
:-had vamsheg,, d Ydare not desert my post
‘until lawfully dischaﬂged yet .if the Lord

i X 2
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permits me to'sce Ireland, I womwmk little
of travelling one hundred miles  to see you:
you whol may with propriety call my Mo-
ther in the Gospel: may the Lord encom-
pass you with his favour as with a shield. You
may well say you know the comfort of reli-
gicus society, but I know very little of it, you
can hardly conceive my situation in this res-
peet, I may say that singly and alone, the
Lord has enabled me  to withstand the whole
place where I dwell, but I am yet preserved
by the power of God, through your prayers :
blessed be God. Business prevents my en-
larging at present. O let me partake of your
thoughts, when you draw near to God.
December 12th, Every thing here appears
so disagreeable to Mr. Magery, that I fear
he will not abide long,—indeed whcever seeks
case or comfort is gu&‘lx to meet much of
itin this Is l%ssgd be (»g‘d tv;'lomh?g‘ :
suPPoned me for

50 W
w ﬂ@’“e knesa, in many t
m!a ?

.-'lff
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to a youth, whose family perhaps yoif knowy
the sen of Mr, A .P. of Waterford : he had a
vmlant fever in July, my soul was. pa:ned for
him ; he just recovered, was saved with the.
skin of his teeth ; went on a party of pleasure
(so "'callcd-) on a Sunday, to an Island a little
distance from this ; rolled over the Chiff, and
was taken up Dead, wounded, broken, brui-
sed! I felt much on this occasion for I had
« a great regard. for the youth, and had spoken
_much to him just before of the one thing nesd-
ful: O when will the young take heed to
their ways ! farewell my dear Mother, forget
not your Affectionate Son in Christ,

JOEHN STRETTON.

G LETTER CI.
My johh Stretton....k0 Mrs. Eliza Bennis
: Harbaur-grace, November 18, 1788.
MY Dear, old, falthful afﬂlcted friend:

[ did, I do sympathlze with 'you in the fur-
nacc but what can 1 say to mitigate the sr.:—“
venty of the 'ﬁre’ May ‘the Lord, the only
good the JllSt the wise be with you, while
uga,lkmg thrqggh the ﬁre, and it shall nﬂ km~

"
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die upt.m you; by and by, Heaven will level
all these distinctions in life, that men call for-
tunate and unfortunate ; and then we shall with
wonder see that nothing was snatched away
from us but what would have hurted us, if
left in our possession. But blessed be God, in
the midst of affliction 'you abound in consola-
tion also. O happy troubles, fortunate trials,
blessed disappointments, that have turned all
your family to seek the Lord, here is the ane
swer of your many years prayers, the fruit of*
your many supplications; surely the Lord
is with you, and the fire doth not, shall not
kindle upon thee, he will uphold you with the
right hand of his power, and you have seen,
and shall see his great salvation.
I have nothing agreeable to write from this
wilderness, Religion seems on the decline;
for my part I am absolutely left alone, I have
not ceased acting as a preacher, but the people
have lost the form and power of Godliness,
and though superstition and profanity abound
“yet still I continue to preach, and some few
come to hear. Mr. Magery seems buried
alive in Carbonear, he married a planters
&ghwr, without her fathers consent, gave
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much eﬁcnce and his usefulness seems to be
atan cnd Temporal things have been unpros-
pcgqus wuh_ me this year; but I hope my
trust is not in the uncertain things that make
‘to themselves wings, and fly away, let you
and I stand still, and we shall see the salya-
tion of our God! O blessed expression,—fyes,
Our God! ' e
December 7th, 1 have just re'td over your
Jast letter; I find it is through much tribula-
_tion we must enter the kingdom of Heaven,
- you are drinking the bitter cup, but the Lord
_is holding your trembling hand and encour-
ageing you to follow him through sufferings
‘to glory : He has said (and can we doubt his
word) al/ things shall work together for good
to those that Love God : if so, the present dis-
_pensation is for good, fer your good ; for sure-
ly you can say with truth, ¢ Lord thou know-
estall things, thou knowest that [ /ove thee?.
I sometimes vainly wish that T was near you,
-to share your troubles, and mingle mine with
yours, but were Lto tell all the exercises of
“a public and private nature, that have agitated
my spirits these two or three years past, it
would require long time indeed, and I have
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not time to write it: Mr. John M*Geury came

here as a preacher appointed by Mr. Wesley
he came seemingly in the spirit'of the Gospel
full of love: He bad natural talents for the
work, and I gaye him every help and encour-
agement in my power.

But Oh helaboured in vain, and left this
place for England last month; nor do I
know one professor or profane that wished
his stay :...he brought upon himself multi- ;
plied vexations, and a flood of reproach up-*
on the cause; I was constrained for the
cause sake, and for my own credit sake, to
keep at a distance from him for near a year
past....In these troublesome times, with
every possible discouragement, no friend or
brother to assist, and reproach pouring
dowfi on the methodist name ; I say with
all this to discourage me, I began to build
a meeting house in Harbour-grace, and open.
edit the last day of August this year: I
built it at my own expense; for we have
no society ; and this is the only thing at
present that keeps up the protestant nameé in
this place : the protestant minister is warse
than none, and few go to church, while Po.

~ 3
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pery like a deluge sweeps away the rest, ...
In the midst of this I have to labour foi‘_
the br ead that perisheth, to suffer all the vex-
a}xqg:s, (hsappo:ntments and fat:gue, of a*%m-
s%ness the most precarious and perplemng
perhaps in the world. But through all, my
only comfort and support is this ... I am
not my own,” I have already devote(l ‘my-
self, and all| T have to God; to that God
who openeth | lns ham'l and supphes the wants
of an Umverse thlq is the outlines, rather
._the preface to all I could tell you, were you
siting Wh%{& 1 now wrlte, but you are not
here ! All we c;,an do 1s to ‘meet at the throne

.....

g meet m, a bctter, to tc]l the labours of our
.feet, a.lyl various. toxls through all tlns vale
,\‘,,}[ Qave 3‘1113;. Wr;:'ti?i éo iathﬁ: son of I. W
of W q;fﬁrg} to come out and preach the
:gaapél DX J’iﬁ:',r % sun;mer freely,.. meet-
mg s scouragement. makes me fear
w—hﬂé.;.-l write o&,{&qsubject ..Is_the young
_m:gn'w for the qukg Has he gifts and
.grace ? do not lct him come to do hurt; but
«.@ encoum@khlm 1f‘he is likely to do n‘ood

V&
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may the next that comcs be pl;c_t_hat C'bri.gi__
the Lord shall send.

The Lord be with you, wnte me n the
spring, and pray for. your Son and Brother
in the best of bonds.

b el e

JOHN STRETTON

LETTER GIVais "} 1
Mr. John Stretton:..to Mrs. Eliza Bennis.
Harbour.grace, December 18, 1790.
SHALL T again say, that T have sympa-
thized with my very Dear Friend, in all these
complicated troubles that have lately come
upon you ; but you know the mountains are
high, and the vallies deep, the nearer the pil-
grim isto mount Zion the c:ty of our " God.
But as troubles abound, consolation also { 1
bounds; and what great consolation, to see a!!'
your children with their faces Zion-ward ; i
notthis a greater comfort, than to sce ihetﬂ

rolling in gilded chariots fo Hell ? know this

that all things shall work together for gooé’
to them that love God: have you not esteem-

edem as your Chief Joy? cannot you&
“ Lord thou knowest all things, M

L]
4

"‘\
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owest thatI love thee” and then comﬂui’&e
tha%ase exquisitely painful ciispensatmns of
h" '_'o\ﬁdence are the very best thmgs that '
sould happen to you and yours : for ¢ C‘rosses
from his ¢ sovereign hand, are blessings in dis-
gu:s'é” —1I have felt your afflictions at many
hundred miles distance, and have wept, and
prayed for you': O whata mercy to have Je.
sus, a Saviour,a Friend, that was made forad-
versity, that sticketh closer than abrother 5to
fly to, in the hour ef ourdistress: O leave
all to. him, trust him solely: he has, he does
he will, turn all these seeming evils to. you
and your childrens’ everlasting good ; then
shall you look back ¢¢ and wonder at his grace,
to all Eternity”. I go on in a public way as J
usual; since I opened the meeting house,, , many
qtter}gl,q;} Sabbath evenings, byt I cannot ob.-
serve, much. good. done;two, or three were
qui}ght upon last Winter, who seem  still in
carnest ; but the .@g@ral ‘hurt done by the
IW fr @gpp@, mll anotbe eaﬁﬂy‘
el S e B e bl T
' 1791, Andis meean Sister
» esident in mxfard; where
: '.'._--,_,i‘lsst?*mty years ago ! few and
' i
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full of evil have these days been with me in
this dreary Region; and yet here I have been
fed, and cloathed by miracle, and here also
the pillar of a cloud, was my guide, in this
wilderness. Has not the same blessed and glo-
rious guide, led you like old Jacob to sec
and bless all your children? and to rcjoice
in secing Christ formed in the hearts of your
offspring, and grace given to your children’s
children? surely your comiorts are great, O
rejoice in them, rejoice in him who 1s the
Husband of the Widow, and who will never
leave or forsake you: I thought before this ‘ti me
to be able to leave this land, but find myself
year after year in the same place; I toil and
toil for nothing; then I think I am placed
there, if not for the defence of the gospel, at
least to be a witness against, and reprover
of theworkers of iniquity: for O myfriend, this
place is like Sodom in every thing, but ful-
ness of bread, and I am here alone, not one

family beartily religious that I can a::sociae

~ with, or hold mwﬂﬁtablg. conyerse with all

themiv
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have alarge share in the affection and prayers;
of your truly svmpathetic Son, Brother, and
Friend. * i
JOHN STRETTON.:

" WBETEERVEV.
Mr. John Stretten..to Mrs Eliza Bennis.

Harbourgrace, November 29, 1791,

Will it not rejoice my Dear Friend, to

hear that the Lord has been pleased to revive
his work in this.place last August, in a most
remarkable manner, through the instrumen-
tality of a Mr. William Black from Halifax in
Nova-Scotia: He is a ruleing Elder in the
Methodist Episcopal Church, came here on
a visit, spent about six weeks amongst us,
and then returned: while here many were
converted, chiefly young people, and since
his ‘departure, I have gathered near sixty
young persons, and many little children that
have serious impressions on their minds....
This work was the most extraordinary I have
ever seen, and as remarkable if particularized
as in parts of the continent of America; that
I have read of : O this is the day my soul has
fanged for, blessed be God for it, I could al-
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most take up Simeons exclamation ! surely
he who has begun this great, this glorious
work in the dreary wilderness, will' carry it
on, until this dark region is illuminated with
Gospel light, knowledge and love: Amen.
 Yours Affcctionately
JOHN STRETON.

LETTER CVI.
Mrs. Eliza Bennis.. .t 0m= =

MY DEAR FRIEND. »

I CANNOT cxpress my thanks to you.
for first beginning, and so kindly continuing
a gorrespondence from which I have derived
50 much satisfaction, and expect yet more....

- Yourlast has proved a great blessing to me ;
how shall 1 sufficiently praise my God for lay-,
ing me so.close on your heart, may the Lord.
reward you an hundred fold; surely I cannot.
cease to pray for you even as for my own so
and find it good to remember you before the,
LOI'(L_ ) J s B

Through the whole of your experience,
I sce a very near resemblance to my own;
only I think there is something in, my

- : g
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amptiness of sclf before him;u.I say I do
not enjoy any of these in that measure or de=.
_ gree which I have done, ‘“‘Wa iever
my :,omplawtu are all agalnst my Mt how
easy for my God to remove; a W g;@g“qh,
look cando; this woulduh; pleasant, but if my
prcscnt ..tate bL more medicinal

Icomplam, my good phys"c;angns;,ﬁ .__
mcd:cmcs the’dlsordgf.s’..?f: Jny {SPS\ _ &
cg

of' and his s ﬂl Il cannot
.ﬁnd mv astwe &ﬁ.ﬁ@ , and (k @y

tlﬁ’_ 13.3 whole will may%e dgmc in me, an ‘;

a iiend, you
i e 4
lﬂhéh WA ﬁ@ﬁwfﬁ '{

ol o .
2 LETTER CVII.

The Rwd J- F....to Mrs. Eliza Bennis.

: ma%m#v, 1782,

wad 1

OEAR MADAM.
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what is‘generally called happiness, and see’
wiﬁbﬂéhﬁt zeal and assiduity that = phantom is
sught after, while the more substantial bliss
- 1§*§a§§ed by unregarded, and at the same
time reflect how easy it is in the power of al-
iﬂﬁﬁ"ﬁvéw one to obtain it, what name shall
we give Ambition?—¢ Fine reasoning (you
will say) you are but a Curate, get but posses-
sion of a good living, taste the sweets of rich-
es, let tythes increase and all thesc fine senti-
ments will be done away.” I cannot answer
for myse]f 'tis true, if providence is pleased
to protect us, as he has h1therto, I trust hap-
piness will never be a stranger to ouf*“ﬂ%vel\lmg}
In any station believe me to be Dear Madam :
Your Affectionate &c. Ji K.

~ LETTER CVIIL
Mrs. Eliza Bennis....to the Revd. J. F.
Lz‘-mericé, April 19, 1785.

DEAR SIR.

I AM not versed in compliments, but do.
assure you, we all share in your happiness
and smcerely wish and hope it may - continue
and increase for ever..,.That there is such a
thing as happiness, we all allow, but what it
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is, and where to be found, is the question#
the pursuits after it are as various, asthe tem®*
pers and dispositions of the world, each@havs
ing some different end in view which they call
happiness, and which when attained gratifies
for a time, and is often the foundation or
scource of much unhappiness : the mind dis-
appointed in its search, roves after other ob-
jects, which it calls by the same name; and
like Solomen, pursues it in €very gratifica-
tion, seeks it in the world, in the creature, in
the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye,
and the pride of life: and happy for these if
in all are di'sapf;ointed, for then and only
then, they may be drove to seek it where only
it may be found, forin this I fully agree with
the Poet :

*“ Search the whole Creation round,
“ Can it out of God be found

Thisis my opinion concerning happiness,
God as the fountain, the sourse of it, has re.
served itall in himself; nor can there be any
complete happiness in any other, but whoever -
seeks it in him, shall most certainly find sure,
solid, ‘substantial happiness, such as the care-
‘ess world knows nothing of, and such ds the

-
-

|
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follows, how is this hap-
ne 'é.ithe amvermgm%‘ﬁib
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world) has often found remorse to attend
acquisition of.... You ask me ‘how real happi.
ness is to be attained ? though- Isin :
vou have already formed a just opinien upon
this subj.ct, since you desiresit, I wi
fer mine. We both agree  that a
or any of its highest enjoyments® can. ney
purchase this desirable blessing, wmm
therefore apply to an other source :...where
the pleasures that are offered to our accept-
ance, natural reason alone informs us are
capable of satisfying the most unbounded
desires ; with this delightful addition;  that
they never can leave behind the least uneasy
sensation. { i e

How to acquire tl?us happmess is the point :
external objects, and present gratlﬁcatlon,
continually surroundus, and solicit our accep-
tance; to oppose these, let us in the first plar,;e |
remember the end, that {with Alnng’ya-qg-
sistance) we may not. dg gmlss ; when v
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xpect that assistance from above which
arry us through our Christian warfare ;
pen to our view those delightful pros-
cts ’JGF“ which if on an impartial reflec-
tion upon our conduct; our consciences do
not concﬁ'fﬁn us; we may with confidence
(tﬁ‘t‘ﬁu""' ‘the mercies of the Almighty) ex-
pect a happ}r enjoyment. I am, my Dear
Madam, your truly Affectionate

I.T.

i o LETTER CX.
‘Mrs. Eliza Bennis...to the Reévi P,
Limerick, May 26, 1783,

THE subject which my Dear Mr. F.
has taken in hand, and engaged me in,
is very copious; one which has already
filled volumes, and employed the pens of
the most learned and the most holy for ma-
ny ages past; how unequal am I then to
such a task! but as it is only for the inspec-
tion of my Friend, Iam content to expose
my 1gn0rance, requesting that as a friend
you would set me rlgh‘t where you. think I
"may be wrong

‘We both agree, that solid sabstantial hap-
\ Z
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piness cannot be found in the enjoymefitiof
any, or every temporal good: G-od
fountain and centre has reserved i
lumsclf ther:fore Isuppoae thatzs ppiness

hbim Is a hidden lifc, a spmtual les ,
as the world cannot sce (except by ','5"' g '
but is wholly transacted . between Gﬂd ml |
the soul; and is that kingdom of hea,wgn |
which the Lord says is within; or as the 3@
Church service expresses it, * A peace
which passeth all understanding ;> or as St.. "
Paul expresses it, *‘A kingdem whichcannot
be moved,” consisting of righteousness and
peace and joy in the Holy Ghost, proceed-
ing from a sense of the favour and approba-
tion of God: this alone, I suppose to Tb': '
true, real Happiness; sufficient to sweeten
‘every bitter in life, and make the possessor
happy in the midst of trials and aﬁxctmnq@ '
'&It as ths is wholly spiritual, and we by |
ture wholly carnal; I do not think that*w '
tuﬂ asgn alone can cither direct our choice,
orenable us to gain this great end .»ma
dark and blind, as to spiritual
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n il enlightencd by the spirit of Gody
| St. Paul tells us, the natural man
ow these things (but why may he
wswer is plain; “ because they are
'@';l-iscerncd.” Y iCor. 2. & 14. H
case, how shall our blindness
right path? how shall we be
‘to attain this desirable state? is it by
eﬂbﬂ%ﬁrs of our own, by mortifying our-
% selves, by calling our reason to our aid?
‘Alas my friend, this philosophical experi-
Et ment will never do; our blessed Lord says,
¢ Fam the way, the truth, and the life;”’
b Jdetus then in secret humbie prayef, bow
ir. down before him and say, ** Lord what T
know not, do thou teach me ;2’...our bless.
ed saviour knowing the ignorance of the hu-
man heart, promised his Disciples to send
them the "Haly Ghost, the .comforter; to
teach them all ‘these things, and to remain
with ﬁ:ﬂ.‘m, as his gift to his church, to ‘the
| M%@*@rlﬂ“ﬂ?ﬁﬁm the Apostles only,
b- for St. Peter informs us, that ** the promise
- 'ﬁas*ﬂﬁﬁ‘im midtMé‘xr ch1l n, and 'to
W that are . &"’Cﬁﬂ even as many as the
.our’G%ﬂd_ 1] Cﬁ]‘ P Acts 2 &S 9, I

N

', 4 iy n‘\v
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- be God for the extent of this blessed prom-
ise; then it is free for me, for my ii’n r'aﬁ or
all; surely then it is the will of our God !
we §houl(l be happw ; let us not fus

trying to overcome our corrup i
and little ; be assured my Dear fiie d
15 a shorter way, a more
edy ; the Lord is able and willing to deam
them all at a'stroke; a word, a touch, a look,
will do, when the soul is willing to be made
whole in God’s own way: O may we be
‘made willing in this day of bis power, to re-
“eeive, ali his goodness waits-to give ... My
thoughts and pen have run greater lengths
than I at first intended, but hope your friend-
ly hand will 'set me right, where you may
differ [romme; 1 have given my thoughts free.
l;, and expeetand wish you to do the same,
it is an interesting subject -to us both, ‘let
all shyness be done away: Ilove the opin.
ion, the advice, the reproofs of a ﬁ-reﬂ.
Eord grant us that wisdom wb
\ ftom above, that we may aot;x
¢ think in all things agreea
pand Blessed will. 'Iam &e. ©
ELIZA BENNIS_;
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et pETTERCKT w1
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% ,;'9 mux soul obhgeam te un.
IR~ auen L even you perhaps, may
d to wmkuﬁﬁcwus and medkaa»

},hg; mu g@,\zg ;1%only ﬂ6$h and blqad to wre§
tle with, but as the Apostle tells us. Princi-
p;ﬂ%qu,apwcrs, and t,he rulers of the dark-
i' hms,! of this world, and spmtual chkedncss
fﬁ‘ | BB:%?:S If you h:n;p proposed to
g@g& %r;h (illl \way of going to

o istaken: remem&ﬁg-,
5 15 b,y the way of the
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certainiy called to take up our cross w
itbe: to deny ourselves, to mortify
with its affections and lusts, to keep
watch over every motion of our hearts, and to

see that these do tend God-ward * continually.
The Lord has done great things n.
short time, be thankful, and never{ \
mercy. Let your soul lie humble llt%he feet
of Christ continually, renouncing your owm
‘wisdom, and submit yourself to the teachings
of his spirit; do not imagine that you are now
‘able to stand alane, that you are strong enough
and happy enough, and that now you will
keep the matter wholly between God and
yourself, having no need of any outward help;
I say at your peril beware of this grand delu-
sion, which has been the destruction of many
souls, the strongest christians find they can.
not stand along, and ‘de still learn from, and
are helped by the very weakest; so that the
Head cannot say to the Foot, “ I have no
need of thee”...Remember the helps that God
provided Q you, when your soul was m'dni-

.“F‘J; re how these were bl
ou, & ink what would be your
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'haps be still wademg.. in the debths
: but the Lord bad mercy on you;
e has provided these helps for you

ry where; I charge you therefore
Ll of your soul that you associate
theresoever *t*h‘ey can be met with
' and that you be diligent in
bewzrgg -the word of God wherever you can:
~ remember these are means of improvement

w God has put into your hands, and has

promised that where two or three are met in
“his name there he will be in the midst: then
D let not my friend be absent; where the Lord
and his people are, there be: as you value

your souls happiness, and remember that

every omission of duty is a commission of sin:
where these helps are not to be had, the Lord
“will support you without them; but let it be

- impressed on your recollection, that I now
“tell you before hand, when you can have them,
‘He will not support you without them...The
Lord has given you a talent to improve, not
" to'bury in the earth; beware of the fate of
W S‘lOM]r wwmwbe determmed to be as

-&.’

:i. B

|
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Be zealous for God, and he will
vou, butdo notthink to blend the esteen
men mth the favour of qu,..G, : yoursel

to be accounted any thing for Christ £
'youmust be first tried before youare approv-
Cd’ but remember, Gy h@n -I
pleasedhe Lord, he maketh even hla
to be at peace with him”. .and the sincere sq&;l
who gives itself up wholly to bethe Lord’s
~without making any conditions with. God, is
~ - best provided for....Be much in prayer, read.
ing the Scriptures, and self-examinatiou : ask
yourself often that question which our Lord
asked his disciples, (*“ doye now believe?.)
« Ask your own heart ¢“ do 1 mow believe”. En-
deavour to keep this jewel of assurance al-
ways bright, and if at any time it happens to
‘be clouded, pray it clear again; and open
your heart always to some Christian frwnd, |
who may give you counsel, and pray with y
and for you....Be punctual to the hour of elgp
ven o’clock (in the fore-noon) count it-your
’ privilege to meet. thCP in seeret, with your -

iriends before the throne of grace ; an .
joint petitions go. up s incense bew:

' b/% v o
Iy
- IL ¥ 7
A, .
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-neraly and be thankful to God even
little few :...among them you may
the communion of Saints, and be
ey will bear you upon their hearts
ually : 1 say, be . punctual to this hour,
and be thankful for it 1 would also propose
another thing to you, which is this; you are
‘much indebted to the Lord for his gracious
dealings towards you, I would then advise
you to sct apart a day of fasting and prayer,
wherein you should humble yourself before
God, as a lost undone sinner, saved by meer
unmerited grace and favour;...I think next
‘Friday would be a proper day for this, as you
will by then be settled in your new quarters,
and T also am determined to fast and pray
with you on that day, and will engage a few
more to bear us company on your behalf : and
if you will not bear us company, we will fast
and pray for you, but I hope you will make
one "éineng us, and in so doing make a so-
lemn surrender of yourselfto be the Lord’s :..
“remember that text, ¢ the just  shall live by

whar

RTve

g

—— T TE—
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tith, but if any man draw back,” il
; i g ‘th the
<hall have no pleasure in  him, saith the »

Lord”. . M

think I have said too much, if so let my first
apology plead for me, indeed m\WW
your soul which obliges me to it, as having
myself found mercy of the Lord, and knows
ing the human heart, and the subtilty ofthc
enemy of souls :...you have promised to write
to me, which promise I ingist on, but re-
member I do not want a complimentary epis-
tle, but a minute account of your state, and
the dealings of God with you, and after you
have perused this letter often, Irequest you
may frankly and freely write your thoughts
on what I have said, and your objections (if
any you have) without the least reserve : and
if you chose to reccive another from me, let

me know how to direct;.... It is my souls%

sire that you may stand fast in ‘the lib

wherein Christ hath made you free, that ya"
may never again be entangled by the bondage
of sin ;...and I tell you, you need never be less
happy than you now are....But you-
much more’ so, if vou will but follow 1

Aoy
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1S 2 ;‘-ﬂad}‘ given : if you will not, be it
«.Lhave delivered my own soul
that I shall pray for youy and liope
love my soul, that you also will p%‘éy
ancl now may the Lord Jesus who
h purchased you with his blood, and is
ﬂmm,ﬂ keep you by his Almighty and
powerful grace keep, sustain, uphold and
preserve you, and bring you at Iast to his
everlasting kingdom and glory; is the earnest
prayvmof your...Affectionate,
& ma e TR ELIZA BENNIR
/AR W m.—rm&_—;—_——_ -

et PEPRER Cxipc s

w RS
' Mrs Eliza Bennis...to Mr. —piot
; Seosryy ”f\-ﬁ o N B T

i B i %grzck ﬁeccmber 3.

u@lr

-

T s &Bt AR ! l
e ’LT _may appeat. strange to you, to re- ‘
cgy% .a letter from a person with whom you
lzﬂqitxut a few hours acquaintance, but

comcs from a friendly har




276 | Letter 112: December 3, n.d.

o 3o ) .*‘%

to think it entirely providential ; the * ;
who can, “and frequently does, use baﬂ*‘m“* i
foolish instruments, after” havmg ried ma-
ny creat and powerful ones with you at last
threw you into my hands;...the knowléﬂgr-l \
I then received of your state, and the open- g
ness and freedom with which you declared
it, has made me some way interested in
your souls welfare: and have often since
found my heart much affected, and enabled
to plead with God for you, and still (though
painfully disappointed in your breach of pro-
mise) I cannot give you up; the thoughts y
of your being eternally damned pierces my
very soul. O why, why will you resolve
to perish? Alas, how miserably are ‘you
deceived you have left the childrens’ bread
to feed with swine on husks! and are you
satisfyed? I know you are not, nor never

living waters, and have hewn out to you -. If
broken cisterns, that can hold no wate Z

‘;;: yet your dISaPPOInm‘]Cﬂts h.ayt' .:.
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bellion as though you were resolved fo sce
it out with God. You are not happy (I
MoW 'you are not,) your most social plea-
sures are embittered with keen remorse, yo
sweetest enjoyments are disturbed with pain-
ful reflections and your conscience tells you,
the curse of God is in your basket and in
your store, and pursues you as a rebel where-
ever you turn, and shall certainly continue
to do so, until you returnto God: What
is it you have bartered your soul for ? have
you got what you expected? has not the
Devil deceived you with false appearances ?
and yet you have not returned! O what
proficiency might you have made in the
ways of God had you continued to be faith-
ful to his grace . how would his love sweet- b
en every enjoyment, lighten every burden,
and make even difficulties easy. But look
up, it is not yet too late, the Lord is now
willing to receive you; take the pmd;gals
resolution, now arise and go to your Father
* venture on his mcrey, O for the Lord’s
. sake delay not: come nmow resolve this ing-
| ment, he waits to receive you with arms oflove
d mll not‘ 'upbrald you for all that is pﬂﬁ-l
Aa
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O let there be joy in heaven over you, let i
the Lord himself rejoice over the lost sheep,
over the purchase of his own blood: does
your heart answer ‘“ Amen ?”’ Are you now
determined to venture your a// on Christ
without looking back, or desiring to feed
again on the dregs of your sins? then be
encouraged, the Lord will help you, anly
be determined : cut off the right hand, pluck
out the right eye, give yoursell with-
out reserve to be the Lord’s, and be deter-
mined if you perish, it shall be at his feet; |
but what shall I say if you are yet undeter-
mined, halting between two opinions; sen-
sible of your misery, yet unwilling to part
it: fecling your chains yet loving and ems
bracing them ; if this be the case be assu-
red God will enter into judgment with you
for so many slights of his offered mf:rC}r
and how will you be able to appear ? how:
answer him to one of a thousand: how

Wlll you answer the solemn promise you
made me, the thirteenth of last September !
when the Lord touched your heart, gavﬂ-'.
you a feeling sense of your state, and some
earnest desires to return; I say re
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* | th m'usc, you then made me in the prﬁ'
senof. God, that you would leave . your
"“w,pu.d give yourseif to prayer, and as
soon :asyou should go back to Cork would
unite again with the children of God to seek
the salvation of your soul: 1 demand the
performance ; the Lord was present, and
heard, and demands it; and will in the day
of Judgment before Angels, men and devils
require it at your hands: and shall I be obli-
ged to witness against you? indeed the
thought pamns my heart, I would rather re-
joice over you....I cannot give you up and
shall not ccase to offer up my poor weak
petitions for you whilst there appears any —
hopes of you: but if you are proof against
all that God has done, and is still willing to
do, your damnation be upon your own
head: I call Heaven and Earth to record
against you this day, that I have delivered
my own soul, and am clear of your blood.
Do. not think that I have said too much,
'\ your ‘own' conscience shall witness for me
i to the truth of all; ' therefore receive it in
| ékve, andflet it have its desired eflect ;per-
i Wa it may be the lastsadmonition the Lior

' nl.

e o

i
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may see fit to grant you, pray over it; weep
over it, and be thankful to God for it. And
if your heart be not so far hardened as to
take offence at what I have said, I entreat
a few lines from you by post, assoon.as |
convenient....] am with sincere desires for

vour souls welfare
Your Assured Friend.

FLIZA BENNIS.

LETTER CXIIIL \

Mr. Jchn M‘Gregor....to Mis. Eliza Bennis.

Limerick, September 1, 1790.
FRIEND OF MY HEART, 4
I AM ia possession of a detail of your
sufferings, since you left this City... Your way
for many years has been strewed with thorns;
this is a part of your father’s legacy to his
dcarest children : if we be without aﬂlictibﬂ,
then are we bastards and not sons...David was
scourged in bis Absalom, Eli in his two sonst |
and my Decar Sister Bennis in her E :,...But
my Deuar Friend, there is much more for

than against you, the mercies of God to |
are [ morc abundant than your trials, a




Letter 113: September 1, 1790 | 281

¢ o8% )

prevailed against Dan; but the promise
¢ Dan shall prevail at last, this is com-
ble to the believing soul; when your
Mﬁs overwhelmed with trouble, put your
trust in the Lord, and stay yourself on your
G
You have a gracicus God to comfort you
his ear is ‘open to your prayers, and he will
give you the desire of your heart....You
have had the comfort, the great comfort of
seeing your Husband die in the Lord, that
tender and affectionate partner of forty-three
years ; for whose eternal happiness you sent
up many prayers, you have lived to see these
prayers fully answered : O may my latter end
be like his, you are now blessed with dutiful
and affectionate children, and grand children
with their faces Zion-ward, determined with
Joshua to serve the Lord....and anxious to
administer to your eomfort jtake lawful plea-
sure in them, and be co-workers together ih
. love, and the God of love and peace shall be’
with you. - You love plain dealing, you know
e, and Iknow you; let nét two brands in
hmrcy plucked out of the burning, leap into,

ﬁre again, whose fatabeffects we feel to this
A a2

S o
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day, say resolutely from your heart, ¢
to thy rest O my soul, for the Lord hath deal
bountifully with thee, in all thy troubles® |
then mercy and peace shall {ollow thwa.ll thy
days, and thou shaltdwell in the house of the
Lord forever. i ot )
Now let me say something concerning my
own experience; and O may the spirit of
truth guide my heart and pen....The day you
left Limerick, (toreside in Waterford) 1 may |
say as Lilisha said to Gehazi, *“ went not mine :3
heart with thee””, yes my selfish heart, I
cried out, whose parlour can I now turn into
a study? what woman will throw away her
work, to meditate and converse with me on
the things of God, and consult together to
make our calling and election sure ? who will
‘mow counsel, instruct, or admonish me ? and
spur me on to run steadily my course to the
end; who will thrust me into the jail, among
the malcfactors 7 to the barracks, amongst ﬂg
soldners ! to sick beds, and (hbtressed souls 2.

but not always willing. Have I not ug’htly .;

,led you my golden spur, that often b:ough‘- :
fas it were) blood, Jbut never left afe |
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behind....I sce the instability of human
tts, I may say with the Prophet, ¢ he
1oved my lovers into a corner, that he
1self’ mlght be my lover, councellor, con
. forter and friend,” my all in all....Blessed be
F' his holy name, I find him precious to my soul
his holy word is precious, my select friends
are precious, my class and band ave precious,
the preachers being- primitive are precious
and the soul of my dear friend is very pre-
cious; and God is witness the spiritual and
temporal welfare of your offspring is near my
heart....Now consider, you ha been taking
Q} care of other peoples vine.yards above forty-
[ years, (and so have I in a measure), is it not
- full time now, that we should seriously look
to our own; to beseech the heavenly dresser
 togive us grace and power to pluck up the
~ thorns and thistles from the root, to gather the
stones; and earnestly pray the divine jeom-
' Drter thoroughly to purge our hearts, and
« sow the seeds of holiness to the Lord in
" them; without which no man can sce his
~ face with joy : my sincere love to che Water-
ford preac‘l‘:l'ers and people, remind them that
? “this is a year ofrelcase and thanksgiving for

b‘# y
k\ o i }
i i.; R :
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their passage out of trouble let us m¢
other in spirit for the prosperity of the Gospel

My affectionate: love to all your children,
while I live I shall not forget you- or them at
the throne of grace:...I am old and feeble, |
last week measured my seventy-sixth year;
O Lord be merciful to me a sinner ; the so-
ciety here prospers, the select band meets re-
gular, but I can seldom be with them; I
generally meet my class in my bed-chamber,
often in my bed; blessed be God for the love
that subsists _among us, they will not let me
give them up until I am removed by my
Heavenly Father, which I expect will not be
long, O may I then be ready to give up my
charge with joy,...to cease at once to work
and live :...and as T never expect to sece
you in this dying world, O let us meet in the
house not made with hands, to part no more
forever.... There shall we sit and sing and
tell, the wonders of Immanual”’. bl

Farewell my Dear old fellow traveller, m'!:
friend, my Sister, farewell ; "

JOHN M‘GREGOR.

o

Ak
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il LETTER CXIV.
‘. R chard Condy....to Mrs. Eliza Bennis.

e . Limerick March 27, 1790.%
B THE distress of my Dear Friend is such
i that the bare account of it wrung my poor
. soul, how much more poignant must the an-
guish of my friend be ? you have acted with
christian fortitude, patience is invincible, and
triumphs against all attacks...The rains de-
scended whilst you were yet in Limerick ;
when you were leaving it, the floods came,
but now in Waterford the winds blow and
b beat against that house, and it falls not, for it
1s founded ona rock! when the enemy sees
that you can suffer, then he will cease to har-

=

=gy
T

. rass you....When he despairs of exciting
h murmeung, or impatience, then he will lay
aside his weapons....The 510'11t of God, that
you are still fawourcd with in your greatest
. afflictions, will powerfully help you to bear,
. and especially whilst you see that this bitter
F potion is scnt to procure eternal health, that
. suffering is the only way to giory, andsthat
. light and momentary pains shall be succeeds
_ ed by infinite pleasure and eternal happiness.
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"If we truly love, and are really ple
satisfied with the will of God, we cann@be.
fended with the instruments God makes use
of to execute his will.... That which happens
to us from moment to moment, is the will of
God concerning us....This is so universally
true that excepting our own sins, that which
comes upon us from the sins of others, is the
manifest will of God concerning us....It was
in view of #his truth, that our blessed Lord
called his sacred passion, which was procured
by the wickedest of men, ‘“ a cup which his
Father had given him to drink™....And that
David ventured to say that, the Lord had bid
Shimel to curse him, y

I am commanded from Heaven to say to
the righteous, *“ iz shall be well with them”
I have been tossed with you on a boisterous
ocean, and with you, I look to rest in due
time, in a quiet Haven, there to lie at an-
chor in the bosom of God....There remain-
eth a rest to the people of God, rest! O how
sweet is rest to the solicitous mariner, and
howfwelcomc 1s the harbour to him, espe-
cially after having been long beaten with
storms and tempests! and how sweet. wilt

.
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p the poor tempted, troubled, labour-
travelling christian; whose whole life
en little else but trouble, labour and
sore travail ; who could scarce find all his
days a resting place for the sole of his foot
the world asto him being covered with a
deluge....Death whenever it comes will turn
our conflicts into victory; this Aceldama
(this field of blood) into a mount of triumph,
and a throne of glory....We have now to
conflict with corruptions and temptations,
with afflictions and Devils; but yet a little
while, and the palm shall be put into our
hand: we shall triumphantly cry, Victory,
Victory, forever! O how sweet is victory
to a soldier that has been long and hard put
to it in battle...Let us hold out, and the vic-
| tory will assuredly be ours: believe me your
!' Affectionate &c.

s o

RICHARD CONDY.

R LETTER CXV.
- Mr. Richard Condy...to Mrs. Eliza Bennis.
?-fm- Limerick, Fune 11, 1790.
'My very Dear I'riend.

JY‘Y OU have borne the pelting of many
it jot your wonted resig-

do
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nation and patience slip from you.
much the more reiterated our aflicti
so much the more difficult is it to retain and |
exercise the weapons of our warfare....The

_continual drop will fret marble :,..but still 1

~all passing, he sees the blackest clouds.

be it remembered, that as the gospel hath allot-
ed us many tribulations, so it hath furnish-
ed us with many supports....A mighty God!
who is the rock of ages. A merciful High-
Priest! who having been tempted himself
knows how to succour those that are tempt-
ed. Gracious experiences; this last support
Lxperience, hath all the rest in it. A pa-
uent experienced Christian hath proved all
things; what they are, and the worst they
can do. He hath proved the world, and
sces the fashion of it passing away ; he sees

as flying clouds: He looks at the clear be.
yond the clouds. Open the eye of thy faith |
thou Soldier of Jesus and slly, « Babylon
is fallen! is fallen!” not only it shall fall, but
itis already fallon. When the enemy hath
gotten the greatest advantage of you, of the
sun, of the wind, of the ground; when he -
presseth with most violence, with mostfury
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o, let your believing soul take
' ““ When my flesh and my

] ; ¢“ The sufferings of this
life are not worthy to be compared with
the glory that shall be revealed,” let this
comfort you:,..farewell my Dear Sister, you
have a large share in the prayers and affec-
tion, of your sincere friend and Brother.

RICHARD CONDY.

LETTER CXVI.
Mr. Walter Griflith...to Mrs. Eliza Bennis.
Dublin, February 9, 1792.
| MY DEAR SISTER BENNIS.
| YOUR Father and God seems to have
" chosen you and yours in the furnace of af-
fliction. You have been, you are still hon-
oured by being called to suffer; ¢ To you
it is given in behalf of Christ, not only«to
~ believe but to suffer for his sake.” But be
-not discouraged you now drink a mixed

s B b
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cup, you shall hereafter drink it u
and the greater quantity of bitter 4
cup now, the Jarger will'th
~ed bliss, which God will pt
hereafter be. * Our present lighe
which 1s but for a moment, w th

us a far more exceeding and et
of glory ! what an amazing disproportion |
between the suflerings and the'glory ? the |
sufferings ‘¢ light”” the glory ¢ ¢ a far more
exceceding weight.” The sufferings momen-
tary, the exceeding weight of glory *‘ZLzer-
nal.”” May you and yours have such views |
of that glory, as to be enabled to say...

“ Thank{ul I take the cup from thee, 1
“ Prepared and mingled by thy skill.”?

I have somctimes thought, that we ar;
danger of building our opinion of our prese cnt
state, aud our hope of future glory on ‘
measure of religious joy we feel, rather thg
on our conformity to the imuge of God, or
our earnestness in pursuing it. I grant the
where conformity to the i image is, there i ls
also ; but we may have that conformity, and
' not the degree of joy we wish for, en
You tell me “ I think my heart is SM
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I fore him”’ aUMe enabled me tO
| it in the sincerity of my

vholly given up to my God, and
1at his will may be done in me” I
cannot entertain the smallest doubt of your
title to, and meetness for glory....You ask

- then ¢ why have I not the comforts or sweet
consolations which I have had in times past®’?
I answer, you arenot entirely without joy,
‘though perhaps you have not that measure of
it you once had. Besides, you were once
without those deep distresses and heavy afflic-
tions, with which you have been exercised
~ for some time back; and having outward and
inward peace, it is not to be wondered at, that
g your joy has been greater than when wading
thro’ deep waters: Upon the whole, T think you

~ have much cause of thankfulress to God, for
. bearing you s long above the water floods;
Q‘f “you have endured many storms, nor are"you
bcyond their reach yet you have 'a body

4% dead because of sin”, subject to death, fils

T

Ty —
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led with the seeut and rapidly te
it....Be thankful to God or having
so long from sinking beneath \
various afflictions; and fear not but
still deliver you. |
That God may ever satisfy ﬁ} )
with the fullness of his divine presence .
carnest wish and ardent prayer oi: your*tmly

Affectionate Brother:
WALTER GRIFFITH ¥

LETTER CXVII
Mr. Ffoseph Crento Mrs. Eliza Bennis,

The following letter from a well meaning
Papist, is inserted merely to introduce the
answer. i

Carrick, November 23, 1791. ‘I

DEAR MADAM,

I Mike no doubt you will be a good deal
surprised (perhaps offended) at the liberty I }
I now take. But when I assure you my motive
proceeds solely from the sincere good wishes
I emmain for you, and your worthy fami

e present and future happiness, it would
give me the greatest plcasure to promote, (even
ina small degree,) this being admitted,

¥ . N
. TN VT !
. F BTy
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the more rea xcuse my free-
iying before you the opmlg I enter-
rehgl ¢ '.1’ _ﬁ, am through the mercy of

vhto be a member of, and

Chﬂst est&bﬂshed a church that did from his
time exist, does exist, and will exist until the
'+ consummation of ages; and that zbat church is
one boly catholic, and apsstolic.  That there is
one God, one faith, and one baptism; and that
without faith it is impossible to please God.
There 'surcly then cannot be two or more
faiths, whereby we may please him? No,
there is but one. Surely then it is the most
.'::-importan't interest of every christian, to see
""that he belongsito the true church of Christ.
~ In St. Mathew, Chapter 16 verse I5 ¢ Jesus
.~ saith to them.” But whom do you say that I _
‘am” 16. ¢ And Simon Peter answered and
‘said, thou art Christ, the son of the }iw
_God” 17 “ And Jesus answering
" him, blessed art thou Simon Bar-Jona,.
f"'i__f.:"stust': ﬂcsl’f an"l bluocl""i'fath ndt' reveale | i :
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And I'say chec that thou
and upon thIS rock I will build my,
and the %ates of Hell shall not prevail ag:
it”. 19 ““ And I will give unto thee the ] €
the kingdom of Heaven ; and whatsr_‘" : ou
shalt bind on earth, shall be bound in H ;a8
and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth,‘aha]l
be looséd in Heaven,”” Which sacred texts
prove as clearly as noon day light, the esta- |
blishment of a church, by whom founded, and 1
on whom built....If it be objected that after
this Peter denied Christ, and was rebuked by
him, let it be remembered that the same power '
and mercy which changed a persecuting Saul
into a great preacher and apostle could very
well make an Apostle who had never lost his
faith, the head and the foundation of his ;
church, which surely Christ did to Peter ; at
same time giving to him, and his successor
the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, saymg, )
~ ‘*go preach, and teach all nations, baptizing"
« themin the name of the Father, and of £
m,andpf-the holy Ghost,» « Whatsoevery
b on earth shall be bound in Heaven, and
ver you loose on earth shall be luosed
“in Heaven.,. which clearly proves the power

o



Letter 117: November 23,1791 | 295

&

( 295 ) .; -

ly Christ to his Apostles and their suc-
lawfully ordained in the holy catholic
& of absolving from sin, wheﬁ the peni-

LDo: ; prey v us
dlspomtmns on the part of the | ‘penitent, no
power on earth whether Pope Priest or Bishop
can validly give absolution to any person
whatever; and this is an article of thie catholic
faith,...Now that the church has béen visible
in all ages since its establishment, is evident
by the regular successionof Popes, Priests,
and Bishops : from St. Peter down to the pre-
sent day; joined to the united testimony of the
holy fathers in every age....which several tes-
timonies have*ecn confirmed by the blood of
innumerable martyrs, who sealed their faith
with their Blood in every aggof the church of
Christ, since its establishment, ...'Ilmt church
has been guided by the spirit of God, which
as promised will lead her into all truth 2
unto the end of the world.
In St. Mathew, are we

ply to the church! and is
.
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W
¢ he that will not hear the church, let
unio thee as an heathen and a public
the church was invisible how could
applied to > how could she be heas
then evident that the church since |
blishment was always visible, and will conti-
nue so3 and zbat church consists of the great
body of catholics spread over the believing
world ; and reunited under one visible head
the Pope....Compared to which, all other secis
added together, are but few in number; and
whose sigle point of unity, seems to be their
unjust and uncharitable aspersions against
their mother church; from whom every one
of them may be said to have separated....But
finding myseclf passing the bounds of a letter,
¥ will come to a conclusion by earnestly re- |
commending to you; If you should not for the
present be disposed to think ﬂ? I do, not t;o
refuse at least recommending yourself to God
nommg and evening in this, or some such

; .0 God who scest the secrets of all
heart -1and knowest the sincerity of mine, be Jy’
graciously pleasm to compassionate thy ser-
aut; ang am not in the right £ uith, be
ciously and mercifully pieased 1o Jead me

..-“'.L,.
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assuring thee, that so soon as thy holy
be manifested unto me I shall hum-
chearfully embrace and follow it.”....
So -',e such prayer humbly and perseveringly
'addressed to God, cannot possibly fail of suc-
cess or be by any considered xmpropc@" for tho’
man may deceive; surely God never will.
In finishing this letter I once more beg of yeu
not to be offended, nor to forg&*tha?counsel
should not be despised, though proceed-
ing from the mouth of a fool. That every
blessing and happiness may attend you and
. your worthy family, is the sincere wish of
ii yours &c. | il o
P: S. If at any time you would wish to see
afull account of our faith....Gother’s catholic
christian instructed “ Doctor Hay’s sincere
christian.”....or ¢ Maning’s short way to end
disputes”....will fully satisfy you. -

LETTER CXVIIIL & ﬁ
Mrs. Eliza Bennis. ...to ™r., J. C iﬁn m
Waterford, Nowmber 26, i{?'? 1

LDEAR SIR.
" I AM much obliged, by you
citude concerning my Eternal well

sl |



298 | Letter 118: November 26, 1791

( 298 )

ceive your letter, as the effusion of
heart....But as I was ever averse to
sy, I shall not answer yours as a
(there is too much of that already 1
not from the weakness of my cause

a sense of my own inability to defend 1t....My '

faith is not founded on St. Peter, or St. Paul; :
on pope or bishop of any sect; but on the
Lord Jesus: Christ alone who died for my
sins, and rose again for my justification, and
now intercedes for me at the right hand of
God....To him alone my soul looks for par-
don, and acceptance, and am not disappoint-

d....I find access to him by faith, and every
trial is sweetened by a sense of his favour....

I find many deficiencies in myself daily; T
come to him by faith, under a deep sense of

my necessities, and he does not send me
empty away ; but enables me to rejoice hum-

bly before him....My heart is open in prayer
to him, for @// mankind....1 believe through

> 1ot saved, is ®wing to their own wil-
rebellion against Ged, and not to their
not l;l 3 members of any particular com-
munity,,,, [ uchnot dare to couﬁm the

and death, a// might be saved ; that

ﬂ 3% 3
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f God to any particular body of
‘nor would 1 strain any text in the
_ 5od to exclude any from his mer-
I'belive the whole Christian church of
every I_denommatlon 1s the wisible church of
Christ; Bat that those only who _worship
him in 5p1r1t and in truth, who Lowe him,
and keep his commandments, are %Ambcrs
of his invisible church, and arf.“fa ted of
him.... This is, and has been fo%aﬂy years,
my faith ; In which I find myself happy in
life, and willing to die ; and by the grace of
my God resolved not td change....Wishing
you all happiness in time and Eternity....I

am Dear Sir....Your Friend and humble
Servant.

ELIZA BENNIS.

16 (9 9% DY DA ST O 4§ . S
Mr., Eliza Bennis...to Mr.

The Lditor believes the foilogmg concise
account of Mrs. Bennis’s experiesge, is the
one alluded to, in Letter 3d. and hcs
will not be found wninteresting.

Limerick, Ocm&m 18, 1"65. 4{
.. I WAS very young vﬁn the n?yttgef
God began to strive with MiCaves M -‘* ’gh‘ﬁﬂ*

y ' R *'.\;.‘#‘

\ I Ly P "
$l‘" b 4 '.:-«;-'r. A .""

AT : , e -hf_“--t
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hood I had many drawings, which th
<ed unheeded by me...When I wz
ten or eleven years old, I threw ¥
forms of prayer which I had learned,
prayed extempore when alone; I found no
form of words could affect my heuart, or ex.
press my wants, like those which proceeded
from a feeling sense of my wants. I was of-
ten gwcn to see myself a sinner, and to trem-
ble under the wrath of God ; but these con-
victions were not lasting. Religion did in-
deed appear to me in a most amiable and de-
sirable light, at the same time that I found it
a drudgery to myself....I was fond of read-
ing, and would sometimes read books of
Divinity for want of others, and would then
observe the effect that these had upon my
mind different from the others, in calming 4
my passions, collecting my ideas, governing
my will, and bringing such a sweet serenity
into my soul, as enabled me to go through

my ll&lﬂ%mestic duties with composure
and%lleanfulness, .Yet could not confine |
myself to such books....I was, I belive about

thirteen or fourteen years old, when Mr.

Allen’s‘a*. ﬁle to my hands, tlns was the |

|
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N my conscience got. When I had
- a part, 1 began to fear exceedingly,
anto such a tremor that my teeth
ch ed together, and every limb trembled,
as'in a strong ague-fit. I then resolved to
read no more, least (according to the authors
observation) I should be accountable for read-
ing and rejecting the means of information
and instruction, laid down in this book at
the day of Judgment....But I was immedi-
ately given to see, that I must be accounta-
ble for every means of instruction and infor-
mation which 7 might have, as well as for
those which I really had, I saw that wilful
ignorance, was nothing less than wilful dam-
nation ; and that it was my duty to enquire
and make all possible and diligent search af-
ter truth; as I should be (in the sight of
God) clear only of those things, which after
diligent scarching I could not find out. These
thoughts made me take up the book again,
which I then read with much prayer, be-
seeching the Lord to enlighten my under-
standing, and to teach me his will.  But
though I prayed for it, I was not attentive

as I should to the teachings of his spiri‘t;

i',_‘ C C

%
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neither had I any other teacher to dis
what to do....I was for some years tk
ed too and fro, during which time khad ma:
ny discoveries made to the €ye of my mind ;
such as the puuty of God, who I saw could
not connive at sin. The justice of Godin
punishing the wicked, I saw that the soul
that sinneth must die. '

. These considerations made me often trem-
ble before God, and envy the brute Creation,
whose miseries were ta end with their lives,
and who I often thought were highly-favour-
ed of God in this respect....] was given to
see (in a great measure) what a christian
ought to be, both as to his outward deport-
ment, and purity of his intentions, I was led
in some degree into the spirituality of l;l@{
law, I saw that in the sight of God, every,
angry person was a murderer : every cove-
tous person an Idolater; every lewd look
or desire was in his sight an act of adultry ;
that mentioning the name of God irreverent-
ly,” would be noticed by him as a breach of
his absolute command...I read the scripturdfmj 413

constantly, often with tears, somectimes on
my knees; apd was led to consider tlm
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ely. Yet my understanding being
$, I still remained ignorant of the
of my salvation, I saw indeed in the
§c:‘1pturcs, that without faith it is impossi-
ble to please God; and that whoever is sav.
ed, it must be through faith; but what this
faith was, I could not make out. 1 saw
clearly that it must be more than a bare
outward profession; the nmominal christians
all around me convinced me of this ; not sec-
~ing ar_lzﬁ among the whole, whme lives I 2
" thought agreeable to the scriptures, which
I was given to see must be the touch-
stone. The definition of faith, which I
had learned in my catechism, I could not
clearly understand, and some - sermons
which I had heard on faith were not at
all satisfactory....I could give my assent
and consent to every thing mentioned in
the scriptures; yet found, and felt, that I
was not saved from my sins, I wanted to
find out that faith which purifies the heart,
for I saw that a bare belief could not. But
who to enquire of, I knew not, therefore was
constrained to keep all these things to my-
self, Neither do Ithink it was visible in my

N
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outward deportment, for both my
my life remained unchanged...I saw 4
a sinner. Yet I continued in sin, stlll‘ﬂomgthe. .
things for which I still condemned myself;
my religion was by fits, the spirit of God
would sometimes awaken me to such a deep
sense of my sinfulness as to make me fear
and tremble; then I would resolve to be
more frequent in prayer, and reading the
Bible, to watch more narrowly over my
werds and actions, and to be more circum-
spect in all my behaviour....But this would
not last long, I would soon grow weary
again until anotber loud call from God woeuld i
again rouse me out of my lcthargy; then
I would again determme, and again grow ._"
careless. I found the truth of the Apostles
words  when I'would do good, evil is pres.
ent with me,” so that sometimes my life
was very bitter to me, in this distress I ki
would often open the Bible, to try what ‘1
text would come first to me. and if it was
a comfortable one,- I would put it away, as
thinking it not intended for me; but if it
was a condemning one, I readily took it as
spoken to, and intended for me ; and would

WIS | i



Letter 119: October 18, 1765 | 305

£.%05 )

d “lament over it, beeause of my
ed sinfulness. ,
WOnce after much trouble of soul, the
Lord did sweetly attract my heart, and incline
it to follow him, and in receiving the Sa-
crament, did enable me to take Christ as it
were in my arms, and offer him up to the
Father, as my propiciation. Here my bur-
den fell off, and my heart was filled with
such love, joy, and comfort, as I never be-
fore experienced...I' looked for my sins, |
- but they were all gone, and I could only
rejoice in the Lord, with joy inexpressible.,.
I found at the same time a clear sense of
pardon; a testimony within that my sins
were forgiven. But this made me start,
thinking it a presumption, and therefore E
continually put it away, and would not re-
ceive this blessing....(this was the second
time that I attended the Lord’s table; and I
was then in my fifteenth year) for some
time I was very happy, and meeting with a
covenant, in Mr. Allen’s writings, to which
my whole soul acquiesced, I wrote it out,
and entered into the same solemn covenant

with my God, to which I subscribed my-
Cc2
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name, on my knees, and with much |
er; being determined to live wholly devo-
ted to him....O what a sweet time I then
had! the Lord did indeed kiss me with the
kisses of his love; and though I have often
since experienced large manifestations of his
grace and presence, I think none ever ex-
ceeded this. 1 have often looked back on it
with a pleasing regret But in a little time
I again grew careless, though I had still many
comfortable visits from God, yet continually
condemned for my unfaithfulness. I had
many sweet retired hours in the garden, and 1
in the fields quite alone, where I found it }
sweet indeed to read, and pray, and medi-
tate. ~ Yet all this passed unknown to, and_“-
unheeded by any....I then often thought, how
comfortable a thing a christian friend would
“be, to whom I might declare all that passed in f
my heart and would have prized such an- one
as my greatest treasure below, but did nm
then ever expect to meet with such.
In my eighteenth year, my father died, and
in two years after, I married....T had stM '
intervals happy moments, and stings of con-
science, I saw I was not right, yetatbught"
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7as not as bad as many ; and would
with the proud pharisce, thank God that
s not like such or such a person, though
indeed T was as bad as any....In a_little time
I fell into some distress again about my spiri-
tual state ; I wanted to know assuredly, if I
was one of the people of God, but could not
find any satisfactory information: I looked
for the church of Christ amongst the visible
congregations, but could not find any body of
people whom I thought deserved the name ;
the body of people to which I belonged, (the
Presbyterians,) were now as I thought, the
most circumspect of all, yet could not see
that even these could be called by this name,
seeing many things in their common way of
living, ‘which I thought, must not be accep-
table to God. Thus distressed and bewil-
dered, I would often cast myself before the
Lord, and beseech him if there was any other
more perfect or acceptable way of serving him,
that he would make it known to me. .

This was my state, when the Lord first
sent Mr. Wesley’s preachers to Limerick;
I saw Mr. Robert Swindels {who was the first

‘of .them that  came here to preach) pass by
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my door with a great mob a‘ftei"h'
hollowed and made a great noise, and
times personally insulted him, upon my en-
quiring who he was, they told mehe was one

of the people called Swadlers, (a name then '
given in derision to the Methodists) of whom

I had heard some random accounts, but had
no desire or intent to hear him preach; being
tenacious of my own church, and her prinei-
ples, though indeed I knew not what they
were: yet thought it a great pity that a portly f
well looking man, and by every outwardappqar- /
ance a gentleman, should be so shamefullyused,
and felt a particular concern for him....T hm_f
was the 17th of March 1749 and thw
time ’t’hat any of these preachers had come
here; nor was he come to make any
only made it his way to Cork, and was
going to stand up in a convenient part of g
street to preach : this was in the mwniﬁﬁf
about ten o’clock : I'did not go to hear him,
nor would my pride suffer me to mix wit A
such a rabble; but afterwards hearing a
account of the sermon, from a person
was there, I resolved to go in the ew
when 1 heard he was to preach agam P W
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|l dx&,s«m was much affected ; I was asked to
spend the evening in company with him, my
heart was much softened and affected by his
preaching and conversation, and was deter-
mined I would not miss another sermon while
he staid in town, which was about three
days: Thus did the Lord soften and draw my
heartafter himself. In about a month after, Mr.
Swindels returned to town, and finding many
here willing to receive the word, he soon es-
tablished a society, of which I was determin-
ed tobe one : many things '»# thrown in my
way by Satan, to frustrate my design, but the
Lord my God whose mercy still hovered over
me would not suffer it: I was one of the first
that joined, I believe the first that stood up,
and gave him my name; indeed I did it in
much fear and trembling, being exceedingly
perplexed by various reports which were
brought to my ears concerning the wickedness
and cunning of these men, who my friends
had stiled ¢¢ mountebank preachers.” But I
had set a resolution, that I would not believe
any report, but would hear and see for myself.
And for this I praise my God who would not
suffer me to be influenced by any, until he
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my remedy lay, until one day the pfe%é&* was
explaining these words.... By grace ye arc
saved, through faith, and that not of your-
selves, it is the gift of God.” Inow set my-
self to hearken diligently, and try if I could
find out, what I so long had been in search of
namely....What true saving faith was. And
ined it, the spirit of God didapply
art, and gave me bothto see
into the true nature of faith, and that I was
wholly destitute of it. =~ i (bl
L was particularly @nvahced of th:é s& ﬁf
un . 1 saw that if' I had no other ﬁﬁ "hi
answ for, th&s smgl& one would bai-r 1

of a/l my sins, I had no rest in my bones by
reason cf them, the renrembrancé af ‘,E,__, A

ous law of God, and could p‘fonbux‘:ce i‘t"jﬁ .\
I saw that by my original stain, T ﬁaﬁff' it
ed the divine favour, that my nature wr
Tupt througheut in every part pov

‘" h‘ " _.-,- I_!,r"
R i
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L

that my very best actions were a
this, I found that all my boasted
r:gi)teousness for which I had formerly valu-
ed myself, were but as filthy rags in the sight
of God; I even abhio’d them myself, they
were my greatest burden, because I had
trusted in them: And I now found myself
miserable, and poor, and blind and naked,
without faith, and without God in the world ;
and I saw that without faith it was impossi-
ble to please Gad, and that I * a condemn-
ed unbeliever.

In this manner I was bearing my burden
and groaning for redemption until the 21st
of June following; that morning, at five
o’clock meeting, while the preacher offered
Christ freely to all, I found my burden in a
moment taken off, and my soul set at liberty ;
but was still afraid to lay hold of Christ as
mine, by reason of my unworthiness ; I could
not believe that my sins were pardoned, nei-
ther could I disbelieve: In this manner I

~ was until the 23d. when conversing with the

pre'achcr about the state of my soul, the light
bmkc in upon me in a moment, and banish-
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ed all the shades of darkness; All doul
were done away, and I could now beheve,m, y
‘and lay held of Christ as mine, and appropri-
ate his merit to my own soul; the spirit of |
God did bear witness with my spirit that T |
was his child, and I ceuld say, * he hath loved -
- me, and given himself for me”... My soul did
cleave to him, and I was happy in his love :
Adoring and admiring this loving Redeemer,
and in an holy extacy crying continually.
“ My Lord and my God.” A large scene
was now openédto my view, the light which
had broke in upon my soul, discovered to
me many things which until then lay hid
from my view....I saw the dreadfulness of
that state from which I had but just escaped
more clearly now than I did before, and the iy ;
extent of that mercy which deigned to die
for a lost undone world! a world of TQW
still up in arms against him. And even
whilst they persisted in their rebellion, hé in
an astonishing manner goes out of his ordma- |
ry way to save them from Hell! by sending
his messengers into the streets and lanewzﬁf'r
the city, and into the high-ways anq be%s ;
to Invite, yea to compe/ them to co@g,@ :
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And that I should be one of them, whom
his messengers should call, and his spirit
compel was to me the greatest mercy of all,
and matter of astonishment indeed! and of-

‘ten caused me to cry out O Lord why this

mercy to me? O my God, why hast thou
called me and passed by thousands, why O
why hast thou particularised me from the
guilty throng ! The sense of this overpower-
ed me at times. Indeed I wondered how God
could have borne with my impieties and pro-
vocations so long : I saw that it was impos-
sible for human nature to stand before him,
or any covering but the righteousness of
Christ ; which made my heart bleed for the
rebellious world, whom I had but just left
behind, and saw still weltering in sin, and
drinking down swift destruction....I praised-
God for my wonderful escape, and for the glo-
rious method of his salvation. I saw by faith
my blessed redeemer suffering in my stead,
that I might go free. Reaching out his bleed-
ing hands to me, saying, ¢ 1 have paid thy
ransom.”” ¢ Thy sins which were many, are
all forgiven thee.” ¢ Go in peace.” Andmy
soul accepted of this, and approved of it, and
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desired no other way of salvation.... The scrip-
tures also were opened to me, and appeared
as though I had never read them before ; the
seal was unloosed, and discovered a large -
and glorious scene.

The change that God had wrought in my
heart bad changed all around me, so that I
could now see God in all ; and with the poet.

“ My tongue broke out in unknown strains,
¢ And sung surprising grace !

The partition wall of unbelief was thrown
down, and I was given to see into the holiest
of all, whither Jesus my Lord had entered be-
fore for me, to sprinkle the mercy seat with
his blood on my behalf, that I also might
enter in by the same blood....And the more
I viewed the goodness of God to me, the
lower did I sink in hu1n111ty before him. Thus

~did the Lord create peace in my soul, brmg.-'ﬂi p
ing order out of confusion, and thus happlly
did I go on for about three months, before my
inbred corruption began to appear, I then
saw my heart a-§inkiof sin, a cage of unclean |
birds, a den of thieves; full of pride, anger, "
evil desire, love of the world, and cvery other
corrupt affection. ~ And saw that I had all o

-

|

|
|
:
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these united with the powers of darkness te
encounter ; and not only so, but also the world
up in arms against me....Satan had raised
many storms, and thrown many hindrances in
my way, to try if by any means he could turn
me back. But I had stedfastly resolved in the
strength of God, to persevere at all events
... was as a sparrow upon the house top, not
one of all my family or relations seeing the
necessity of being born again: therefore was
obliged to suffer much on this account; I
found the truth of our Lords words, ¢ All
that will live Godly in Christ Jesus shall suf-
~ fer persecution,” and ¢ a mans foes shall be
those of his own household.”....I found I was
now called to suffer....I thought whilst I was
secking the Lord that if I could once get an
interest in Christ, I should have nothing to do
afterward but sing and rejoice....But I now
found that my faith was given me as a sword,
wherewith I must fight my way against the
world, the flesh and the Devil....Indeed the
strength of these my adversaries did often
make me fear exceedingly : and quake and
tremble : but at every time the Lord did sus-

~tain me, and did wonderfully- uphold me in.

i

mna
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the midst of a thousand trials, and difficul-
ties, by the sweet visits of his love, and a
clear sense of his favour....But this evidence
was not always clear, I was a poor unbelieving
creature, the continual risings of my corrup-
tions would often cloud my evidence, and
grievously distress my soul, so that I often
went heavily, mourhing over my continual re-
voltings, sometimes up, and sometimes down,
according to them words of the bymn;

L Stmng‘in faith, I seem this hour,
“ Strip’t the next cf all my power.”

‘The Lord did often give me unquestionable
evidences of his love, such as would silence
all my unbelief of heart, and make me cry
out, ‘“ Lord it is enough.” But at other
times my soul went heavily groping in the
dark, distressed and crying out for God, often
cast down by the risings of pride, Anger,
anxious desires, and fears and cares about
temporal things, these continually brought
condemnation and distress on my soul, and
often caused me to'ery out in bitterness of
spirit, ¢ O wretched one that I am, who shall
deliver me from this body of death”; the
Jveight of these my corruptions pressed mc” t@
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the earth, and grew every day still more heavy ;

Ibegannowtosee the necessity of that holiness,

without which none shall sce the Lord ; for I
saw I wasunholy throughout, amiracle ofgrace
and sin! pardoned, yet still alas unclean.
...l saw that the justification of my person
would not do, without the sanctification of
my nature; but how this should be accom-
plished T was quite ignorant, and had no
hopes of being delivered until I came to die,
which made me carnestly long to lay down
my body, that I might also lay down my sin,
I was weary of my life, because of my pro-
pensity to sin, and would be content that God
should even deny me the consolations of his spi-
rit, if he would but keep me from sining against
him. Thus I continued sometimes mourning
and sometimes rejoicing, but continually bear-
ing my bl}l‘dell until the year 1757. Indeeid [o

sometime before, Isaw a possibilityof being de-
livered from sin even in this life, and was some-
times filled with sweet gxpectatio.s of it, yet it

seemed still at a great distance. Butabout this

. time_the promise was brought nigh: I saw
that God was as willing to sanctify the unholy
as he was to justify the ungodly, and the

Dd2

il
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tidings of this was sweet to my soul....I was
weary of my burden and longed to lay it down.
“ Weary of this war within,
¢ Weary of this endless strife,

“ Weary of myself andsin;
“ Weary of a wretched life.”

I wanted to love my God with @/ my heart,
but found I could not, so long as the carnal
mind remained ; which made me groan for
deliverance, and rejoice at the prospect of its
being near.

I was now particularly stired up to scek a
total deliverance from all my inbred corrup-
tions, and encouraged to hope, as I found
that God was just at this time blessing his people
in a wonderful manner ; purifying their hearts
by faith. And that several in England and
Ireland (some of them in the country soci-
eties near Limerick) had just now made
profession that God had cleansed their hearts
from all sin: and many earnestly pressing af-
ter it. My soul also was filled with earnest
hungering and thirsting after it : Mr, Olivers
who was then our stationed preacher was also
much stired up to pgeach it, and press it home
upon the society, but there were but g'w,
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very few who could receive his testimony : L
think only two more and I; and we three
used to meet often to confer together, and
were all on full stretch after this blessing....
But were as yet equaily ignorant of the na-
ture of that grace which we so earnestly de-
sired ; but the sight we had of our inbred
corruptions made us miserable without it,
and in the bare prospect of our deliverance,
we enjoyed unspeakable comfort: but as in
this we were singular from all the society
(which I believe consisted of near three hun-
dred persons;) my friends in the Society
began to fear for me, least I should go too
far, and as they did not see either the pro-
bability, or necessity of having their hearts
cleansed from sin, they began to take some
pains with me, until they had partly reasoned
and partly laughed me out of my earnestness.
Thus was the fervour of my desires abated,
and some of my friends rejoiced at my de-
liverance....Now was I more miserable than
before, my corruptions stood still before
me, and pressed my soul to the dust, and Sa-
tan brought continual corfemnations zgainst
me for the sinfulness of m heart; and so
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preat was my ignorance that I continually
accused myself for what I felt, but could not
help :...the Lord did often bear his testimony
with my Spirit that I was his Child.

But the reasonings of my enemy, the strength
of my corruptions, and the unbelief of my
heart, was ever questioning the work of Go 1
on my soul, and grieving his spirit, and
caused me in the midst of blessings to be un-
happy ; the fears of decciving myself robbed
me of the blessings which I had in possession,
and my unbelief brought on me unthankful-
ness, and then hardre s of heart, until a kind
of stupification had overspread my whole soul ;
and I became less watchful, less tender, less
circumspect, until T first lost the witness and
then the consolations of God’s spirit :...Indeed
the Lord did not leave me all at once, but the
visits of his love grew shorter and seldomer, |
until at length I was left wholly destitute of
any ; yet even then the Lord did not suffer
me to fall into outward sin, or to quit his peo-
ple, or the means of grace. DBut having lost
the presence of God, and being truly sensi-
ble of my loss, I became completely misera-
ble ; the wretchedness of this my state, asa
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ghost haunted me continually, Yet how to be
_ delivered from it, I knew not; my greatest
struggles were fruitless efforts, I could do no-
thing but sin and grieve....In this state I
bore the weight of a class, and band ; the
burden of which had almost sunk me into
the earth. I made several applications to the
preachers to take them from me, but all re-
fused, and I dare not obstinately give them
up, least in so doing I should sin against
God....It is indeed remarkable that I seldom .
had either power or comfort in prayer during
this state of deadness, except in my band
and class, and seldom without it there:....
Blessed be my good and gracious Lord, who
did not leave me to myself in this my most
grievous state.... Thus I continued more mis-
erable than words can express for near two
years, ’till in the year 1762 Mr. Wesley came
to this town, and again revived the doctrine
of holiness of heart ; this was as a dagger to
my very soul, because of my own fallen state
the beauty of holiness stood continually be-
fore me, and served as a clear mirror to
shew me more truly my own darkness, I
saw the desirableness of that happy state, but
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alas it was far cut of my reach, it appeared t¢
me, as the childrens bread, which dogs like
me must not touch, until Mr. Wesley in one
of his sermons described my state much
clearer than I could myself, and then encour-
aged such to seek the Lord both for justifi-
cation and sanctification, saying that God was
able, and could give the two blessings at once,
and that he did not find it said any where, in
scripture that he would not ; these words came
- with power to my heart, and I was determined
- to seek the Lord with all my might, and ne-
ver to rest until I had received some Dbles-
sing from him...From this time I found pow-
er to wrestle and strive with God in prayer,
and in a few weeks after, whilst I was at pray-
er the Lord did heal my backslidings, giving
me power to believe in him, and a steadfast
assurance of my acceptance through Christ ;
and filled my heart .with abundance of peace
and love....Yet I could not rest here, I soon
felt the corruptions of my heart, and could
not be content with less than a total deliver-
ance.... The Lord had greatly revived his work '
amongst us at this time, and was deepening it
i the hearts of his children, he had cnabled
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some to testify that the blood of Christ clean-
seth from a// sin, and others were earnestly
secking aiter it. This made me cry the more
- mightily to God, least the shower should pass
away and my soul remain unwatered.
Yet here again the fears of deceiving my-

‘self made me prescribe rules to God; I was
not content to receive this gift in his own
way : Indeed I was very ignorant of God’s
manner of working this grace in the heart,
and therefore looked for it to come with obser-
vation, and could not be content to re-
ceive it in the small ‘still voice, least k
should deceive myself. The Lord did
at this time abundantly bless my soul, by
pouring in large manifestations of his love ;
I searched for my corruptions but could not
find them; my soul rejoiced coatinually,
and could find nothing in my heart but love
to my God, and a continual breathing after
him....The rapture of my soul would some-
times awake me out of sleep, and keep me
awake most part of the night; and found it
often spoke into my heart, that God had ful-
ly wrought my deliverance : But here Lwould
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start again from it, with fear least I should
deceive myself. 3
The time that T first found this change
wrought in my heart, was at prayer whilst
I was earnestly wrestling for Holiness of
heart, when by a sudden act of faith I was
enabled to lay hold on the promise, and to
rejoice in my deliverance ; being very hap-
py in my soul: but coming from prayer,
was immediately pursued by the enemy with
showers of doubts and fears, which put me
“to a stand, not knowing whether to yield,
or keep my hold, I took the Bible bescech-
ing the Lord to give me a text on which I
might take hold in this time of my exigence,
and opened on Mark 11 & 24 ¢ therefore
I say unto you, what things soever ye desire
when ye pray, believe that ye receive them,
and ye shall have them.”...This brought
much comfort to my soul, and I was ena.
bled for some time to believe but soon shuf-
fled aside by giving way to doubts and fears,
though my soul remained abundantly happy,
loving my God and rejoicing in him...Some
time after, being distressed about my state
not knowing whether to lay hold on the tes- i
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timony I found in my breast, of my heart
being made clean, or to yield to the doubts
and fears which continually haunted me; in
this state I cast myselfbefore the Lord in prayer,
beseeching him to answer for himself, and re-
ceived then a strong assurance, that the work
was done; but my enemy still pursued me
with fears least I should deceive myself, and
as all this was wrought on my soul in much
stillness, I fear’d least it should not be genu-
ine, and calling to mind others who had re-
ceived this blessing with much rapture and
extacy of soul; I said if the work on my
soul was right, I also should receive it in the
same manner. Thus distressed, and «not
knowing what to conclude, I took the bible,
beging an answer in this matter, and opened
into 1 corinthians 126 & *¢ and there are di-
versities of operations, but it is the same
God which worketh a// in all.”’ =
Surely this should have silenced all my -
unbelief, but my cunning adversary would
not suffer me to rest, but kept me still doubt-
ing telling me these texts came only by
chance, and not as an answer of prayer. Some

short time after this, I was writing to & chris-
- L
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fian friend, who desired to know my state,
and being thus tossed about by doubts and
fears, I knew not what to say. My soul was
continually very happy, yet kept constantly
questioning about my state; so that I fear’d
~sconcluding at the one side or the other: this
day whilst I was writing to my friend, T was
much agitated whether I should rclate to
him a// my experience or not, when all on a
sudden the Lord did pour such a meagure of
his love into my heart, as I was scarcely able
to contain ; and was constrained to quit my
Writing, and go to prayer: and had then a
strong testimony in my breast that the Lord
. had taken the bent of backsliding out of my
heart ; but this was followed by such strong
reasonings to the contrary, and fears of deceiv-
ing myself, that put me again to a stand, so
that I knew not what to say to my friend con.-
cerning my state. Being thus exceedingly
perplexed, I cried out as in an agony. ¢ Lord
shew me what thou wouldst have me do”.
It was immediately cast juto ‘my mind, since
I would not believe _g-:E' in any other way,
to go now to the bible Jnd see what he should
say to me on this head; but was afraid to do

v
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ast I should offend God by puttinghim
to the proof; thus agitated I sat
Wn to finish my letter but could have no
rest until I would open the Bible, and see
what God would have me do.

Then taking the Bible, and requesting the
Lord to guide me right, I opened it, on Ro-
mans x. & Iloth. ¢ With the heart man
believeth unto righteousness, and with the
mouth confession is -made unto salvation”
Here surely my request was fully answesed,
and my mouth should have been stopped;
but my adversary would not let me rest, but
kept me still reasoning, doubting, and fearing;
and puting away the blessings of God from
me, and was at last determined not to receive
this blessing whilst it was accompanied with
doubts or fears; thus my ignorance block’d
up my way still, until by degrees I lost my
fervor of spirit, and the sweet communion I
enjoyed with God ; and again found the
strength of my corruptions cven as before.
Now I could loock back, and see what I had
lost by suffering unbelief to prevail and not

~accepting God on his own terms.  The Lord
. did not withdraw his pardoning mercy {rom
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me, T retained a sense of my acce
through Christ, and was happy in hi ]
but could not rest there, and was determined
£ would mot. The weight of my inbred sin
was grievous to be borne ; my soul was even
pressed under the load....Indeed the Lord
did afford me gracious visits of his love, but
this could not satisfy, so long as his enemies
zemained in my heart; so long as I found it
bent to backslide from him. I saw that I did
not love God with all my heart ; my husband,
and children were idols sct up in, and kept
the place that Ged should have ; neither could
I by any means tear them thence, though I
Iaboured hard to do it. My distress was in-
dced very great, and often wrought impatience
in my heart even against God : When the
carnestness of my soul would not let me see
why God should delay the blessing I so anx-
iously sought after, one moment longer....I
was now willing to receive God in his own |
way, and on his own terms; willing to be
any thing, even to die, if only by death I
“might be delivered; and was determined I
would not rest without it:....I was resolved
by the grace of God that nothing should hin-

-
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art, and thercforelopped off every
tice that appeared cven doubt-
- continued carnestly strive-
“ing, and my soulunspeakably happy, until
the 22d. of Maﬂu 63, being W h1tsunda}

My heart had been much drawn ocut, in carn-
est and sweet expectation for some days be-
fore, that Ged would on zhar day visit my soul,

and make 1t a pentecost indeed to me. Under
these expectations, I attended the Lords table,

and being on my knees before I went to the
altar, I laid my case before the Lord, deplor-
ing my wretchedness by reason of the contin.
ual revoltings of my heart from him : Be-
seeching him, that he would do any thing with
me, only to save me from sining against him.
My soul was indeed in deep distress, and my
state appeared to me like that of the Lepper at
the Pool side ; both as to my disorder, and
my utter helplessness and inability to arise ;
and from a feeling sense of this my state, my
soul cried the more earnestly 'tfter hrist,
having nothing to plead but my wretche
- and seeing Him pass by who only could help
“wime ;- when these words of our Lord were

spoke to my heart, ¢ Believest thou, that I
Ee® |
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“Lor(l 1 do be‘heve I
wor cl came again. * Be it un
to thy faith”....Here 1 wa
hold for a moment; but unb
and raised disturbance in my breast, and I
could only cry. ¢ Lord make me believe.
Lord give me stronger faith, 1 believe thou
art able, Lord I believe thou art able ; and
I will hold thee here until thou givest me
more.” Thus I went to the table of the Lord,
my soul breathing out in earnest desires and
cxpectations, still crying ¢ Lord I believe
thou art able”, and in receiving the memo- -
rials, my soul was enabled to lay hold on
Christ for my complete salvation frem a// sin.
But my busy enemy still pursued me, and
would feign have plucked it from me, so that
‘my soul kept grapling as it were, to keep her
hold : and awhile prevailed, and then almost
lost hold, and then up again.  In this manner
I came from the communion with my soul
exceeding happy, but closely exercised....
Then arose a question in my mind, “ But
what particular grace is it that I have been so

hcagei‘.’y wrestling for 7 I answered; “*"I'hat
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tolive without sining

stion came again,

_ Scﬂpture for this; there

as none been given tome.” Then immedi-
ately came that Scripture to my mind, *“Sin
shall not have dominion over you.” This
brought much comfort to my soul, and I
strove to stay me on the promise; thus I
continued grapling hard, sometimes up, and
sometimes down until the 2d. of June, when

. being at private prayer, I besought the Lord
to deliver my soul from the power of my ad-
versary, and that he would give me to feel
¢hat entire salvation in him, which my soul
thirsted after....Whilst I thus prayed, the
Lord did remove all my burden, and enlarg-
ed my heart, and admitted me to a closer
communion with him than ever I had before ;
then I said, I will now ask to have my idols #
taken out of my heart ;....But whilst I sought._
them, they were gone ! taken away in a mo-
ment ! and their place so filled with God, that
there was no room for any thing beside. O
how shall I describe what I then felt! Indec d
it is past the power of tongue to utter, or
thought to conceive ; and can only be known




332 | Letter 119: October 18, 1765

i G

to those who have!
sought for my hushan
heart, (that is I exami
was in aﬂf‘dégr&e 50 bo
scperate any part o
* were given up to God, o
~ with his Tove, ‘that I was cdnstralﬁecl to cry
out : ¢ Lord Jesus, thou art the only object
“ of my soul, thou | ’-bssessmn of my
“ heart, and there is' no room
s ‘thysﬂlf -thou art my portion, my only trea-
"« sure, and as such m? soul with all her
g strength lays hold on thee, instead of every
< other good; giving up every other comfort,
< for thee my God, my Jesus, my all.” Thus
‘did my soul breath after God, being wraped
~up in his love, and brought to such a sweet
- nearness and’ union with him as I never be-
? fore expenenced ...I was now again brought
as it were into a fiew world ; my desires, my
aﬂ'ec;mns, and every faculty of my soul, was
as ;t Wcrc néiv moulded. The scriptures were
ain opened to me, and I was given to sce
E‘Iearly mto thelr splntu&l ‘meaning
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0d were now more
the name of Jesus

L poured into my
1 even dance, and
e otion of  joy; at barely
-'armg the name;,o, Jesus pronounced: The
law and purity of God, was precious, very.
precious to me; my soul cried out with t
Royal Psalmist.... O how I love thy law?*.
I now found an entire deliverance from those
evil tempers, affections and desires, which
before were so grievous to me: and could
now see clearly that I did love the Lord my
God with a// my heart, without one negative
in my whole soul; and could see my wilt
wholly brought under subjection to his divine
will, so that my heart cried continually, ¢ thy
will be done”’.

* My love to God, was now quite of another
kind, from that I had ever before experienc-
ed; more pure, entire and disinterested,
without any mixture of self, indeed the
change cannot be described. I was very
h::\ppj,r before it, under a sense of the pardonfng
love of God, of my acceptance through Christ:
and had often sweet access to him by faithy
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Bat what I now
influence of -saietil
what I felt in Ja
then experienced
was fust  seeki
which I found befo

which occasioned me mulst of com-
}u' to be unhappy (I mean the cor-
P

tions of my nature) were now taken
away, the bent of backsliding was taken out
of my heart, so that it did naturally and conti-
nually cleave to Christ, breathing after him,
 and longing to Lic wholly united to him : and
my soul was allowed sweet, near, and frec
acces s to him. Thus did the Lord bring me,
worthless and unworthy, to”the glorious li-
berty of his children :....But though I was
thus abundantly happy, vet I found that I h'ld
no t gof out of the reach of my adversary ;
was continually bringing in a train of doub'ts,
and fears, upon me, which I was obliged to car-
ry to Christ to answer: and often to stand as
it were sword in hand, that I might not he
overcome....It was often objected in my mm*d
may Inot feel a total deliverance from all sin,
or inclination to cvil, and my heart filled with
love to God and man, and yet my heart notbc

J
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B¢ not be a sus-
ice? These and
ose inmy mind,
‘that God would
to the work he
. might claim on
the warrant of that word....¢ We have receiy-
el the s pirit"that.:lﬁ.;ﬁi‘@"bd{%ﬂt we may know
the things that are freely given to us of God”.
- The experience of others who could rejoice
in this testimony encouraged me to ask for
myself, believing that God would give it,
and therefore was encouraged to wrestle the
more earnestly ; and on the 29th of June as
I was at private prayer, and determined not to
give up until I had ebtained my request: my
soul was brought near to God, and im-.
portunate for this blessing, when these
words were spoken to my heart....<¢ iba:
wouldst thou that I should do for thee”.
I answered ‘¢ Lord that I might be made
clean” the word came again, « £ will, be thou
clean”...this came with power and assurance,
so that I was enabled to praise God for cleans-
ing my heart from sin, this was accompa-
‘nied with a ray of divine light by which I
eonld discover my heart, and see no sin in
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it; the same lig
see my heart all sin,
ly cleansed and §
know not how to
was as a light k
room, by means
cover every thing s
accompanied with much sweetness, confi-
dence and delight of soul, and made me go
on my way rejoicing for some time: but
Satan still thrust sore at me, and seemed
determined to make my path as thorny as he
could, he raised grievous trials against me,
from without; such as I never had before to
struggle with, and such as I think I could
not have borne in my former state:....but in
all I found my God ever near: but most
gﬂbvous of all was his inward temptations,
continually questioning the work of God on
my soul. In this case the subtilty of my
‘enemy, and my own ignorance often brought
me into great distress. b
Indeed the testimony of God’s spirit did
still continue, and shone on my heart, some
times with a clearer, and somctimes with a

fainter light :...but finding many thi;_xgg,iﬁ the 1

|
¢

Nk



Letter 119: October 18, 1765 | 337

id net
: th
(which still

saiken to the

‘giving way
to doubts, and fea q ésﬁon]ng the
work of God on my”“‘llcart “notwithstanding
so many clear evidences; until I again lost
this witness ; after having retained it for above
fifteen months. I did not indeed lose my
- grace, blessed forever be my God, he did not
suffer me to fall, though he punished me
for my folly, by withdrawing this comfort-

- able testimony of his Spirit. Now I could
look back and see what I had lost by heark-
ening to the reasonings of my enemy : the
want of this blessing proved the value of it ;

I could notnow sce the work of God on my
heart, any other way, than by its own light,
which was not always clear, and therefore
could not satisfy. This caused much sor-
row, and stired me up to ask of God, that he
would again restore this 001nF01 table witness
of his spirit, that ¢ I might know the things

¥
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sa) the wdrk--. __ngby its own light, but at
other times I feaged least sin should still
lurk in my heart, and this thought paincd
my very soul.

This was my state when you my fricnd,
requested that I would give you in writiig an
account of my experience. Your request |
made me cry the more ecarnestly to God for A
the  witness of his spirit, that I might see
clearly the prescnt state of my soul: when
four days since, while I was writing part of
this, I was struck with a sentence 1 had just
wrote; in an instant the light broke in upon
my heart, anrd I was enabled to belicve : this
was accompanied with Peace, Comfort, anﬂ
Joy: and afterward it was (at prayer) mnde
mdlsputably clear to me, that God had ta-
ken possession of my heart, and that it was




-
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Id, and
bul does
_ my Blessed
Jcsus does cnable [ebelicve 11 him, and
by faith to conquer 7 difhiculty, and an-
swer every objection Wlnch Satan suggests ;
I do not, nor hawe not found since the Whit-
sunday before mentioned, any thing in my
heart contrary to pure love; no love of the

——%¥orld= no evil Desire; Pride, Anger, or un-"

belief: Indeed I do find sorrow, and trouble,
and grief, for many things, as the occasions
occur ; and in those things where Lusedto find
anger beset me, I now find grief and sor-
row, without any condemnation. I am always
more or less happy , but at no time unhappy,
having a continual abiding sense of God’s fa-
vour; I have no fear, but that of a sweet
oomfox table fear of offending God.
But alas ! I see I come short, in ecwery l

thmg, of what I should be; in faith, m meck -
~ness, in patience, in long suffering, in resic- !
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uation, i

enabled throu
and do feel it applied to my heart, and atonmg
for all my short comings, and this lays my
soul low at the feet of my gracious redeem-
er; abhoring myseli‘ and leaving all I have,
and am behind, that I may lose myselfin the
extent of Ais mercy; ~who deigned to look
on so poor, so worthless, so insigniﬁcant- 9
being as Iam: And not only so, but still to
pursue, follow, entice and entreat, and may I
notsay even to force me back, after a thousand
revolts.  Indeed I am astonished at this, and
can only say. ¢ He has loved me, because
he is love”....O may I walk meekly before
aim; all my days, who hath enabled me here
to set upmy Ebenezer and say,....¢ Thus
far hath my God helped me”’.

Thus my dear friend I have given you a
minute, but imperfect account of the deal-
ings of God with my soul. It s indeed
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Dy his m mercy, and
to him my soul d  to glory, and
never to lift my head but as a lost undone sin-
ner, saved by his free grace alone.

In what I have here written, I have endea-
voured to speak as clearly as I could, so that
though you do not understand English well,
I hope you will be enabled to read, and un-
derstand zhis without an interpreter....Upon
reading it over, I find many things in it which
need mending, but shall now leave it as itis:
I know it would not bear the eye, of the curi-
ous or critic; but am not careful about this,
if in any degree it may be made a blessing to
your soul, as the writing it has been to mine :
I am dissatisfied at the length of it, yet did
not know which part I could leave out, I have
indeed for this reason omitted many things
which otherwise T would have mentioned,
and might be profitable....But be it as it 1s,
Jet it be a demand on vou for your praFers g

1
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Mprs. Errza BEnwis died in Philadelphia,
June 1802....Aged 77 years, after struggling
with severe and unexpected trials, nearly the
last twenty years, through which her confi-
dence in God continued unshaken, her natu-
ral ehearfulness, and evenness of temper una-
bated, and her end was Prace.
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i correct list of thﬁ Su :

had received subscnptmns having for-

ﬁ’ ded the numbers but not the names....also
several subscription papers in country townssj

not being yet returned....and believing that

no list is better than an imperfect one, has (by

- the particular desire of a few friends) instead

thereof, given two Poems, written by the

late Mrs. E. Beqms, (and copied from her

Journal)....Which he hopes will be found

more pleasing and profitable than an usecless
Itst of namesy
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Examine well
Nor throw thy Wi
. Behold what bea s scenes arise ok »
‘Of Rich and Fair, of Great and Wise,
| Sure here’s eﬁmjlghd, would Reason say,
T Thy Wish need not be thrown away.
Or, if thou woulds’t be more than great,
In annals fame’d for Wisdom’s seat, '
¥or Riches, Power, and for all
~ The product of this earthly ball.
- See Solomon amidst his traim,
Favour'd of Gon, admired by men ;
~ Earth at his feet her treasure pours,
~ Nor War disturb his peaceful hours.
- *  Around him waiting plcasures press, b
Prevent his call, and croud to please;
A pattern ne of Happiness,
Say would’st thou now all this possess’
Ah xo, vexatious all and vain,
Deceiful pleasure ! gilded pain;
He who had all these at his call’
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A riearer union with my D

That ev’ry moment I m;gﬁt feel

His Love,and know I do his wﬂl

Might find no slackness on my part,

But praise flow constant from my Heart. "
I ask no portion here below,

Content with what my Gob bestow,

But should I ask, I sav’d would be

From Riches, Sin and Poverty. _
A middle state I’d choose, where free.

From Want, or Popularity,

In frugal neatness I would live

Possessing more than Earth cangive. .
No Airy visitants intrude

My happy, blissful solitude,

Whose trif’ling chat might pain my heart,.

And leave me wounded when they part,,
Few and select my Friends should be,

Dear to my JEsus, and to me;

Whose holy converse still would prove

A furtherance to my Faith and Loth
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o in ev’ry smte the same,
~ And worthy of that Sacred name.
Thus happy in my God and friend,
1’d wait ’ill 1ife’s short journey end ;
‘Then with my friends above appear,

To have my Wisn compleated there.
Ll Bo

Ffbruary, 1766.

" ® Some select: Chuistian Friend.
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My snlken cords now gr:cVous chuing appear’d,

No voice of mirth, but dismal sounds were heard ;

Realities break in (the change how great )

And shew the former vision all acheat :
Asham’d, confus’d bewilder’d at the sight, s

I fain would fly ! but chains prevent my flight;

I fain would hide, but chain’d I cannot move,

And struggling make my chains more galling prove.
Tl spent with fruitless unavailing strife

My woes increase, and end my wretched life,

Expiring, hopeless, friendless loud Ieried,

¢ Have mercy Lord, I yicld, Iyield,” and Died.
Then Mercy found when yiclded up my breath,

My Gop step’d in, and rescued me from Death ;

Knock’d off my chains, rais’d up my drooping head.

Gave me a Kiss of peace, and smil’d and said ;

“ O slow of heart, why did’st thou doubt my Love ?

“ Who ne’er to any Soul ungracious prove,

¢ In vain thy struggling ’til my aid I give,

“ Who yields shall conquer, and who dies shalllive.
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ew
te fram Darjmess, Ch&hs and Death
iew fv , and scarce believe I breathe!
Fall prostrate, and with grateful heart adore,
Disstress’d, and pained that I can do no more.
Ah Lorp! I cried, thy Mercies great and wide
Surround, and close me in on ev’ry side,
Beneath the weight of Gratitude I mourn,
But nothing have to render in return.
How shall I all thy loving-kindness shew ?
What woulds’t thou have a worthless nothing do ?
" Thouknow’st for thee, I would with all things part ,
My Lorn t,epﬂﬁd %I only ask thy heart.” __
Alas, I said, where will thy Mercies end? |
How truly art thou stil’d the Sinners Friend ! 1
Ten thousand heartslike mine could not repay
The smallest favour of the darkest day !
My heart which longs to be entirely thine,
Into thy hands I willingly resign;
That Love whigh rescued from the depths of Hclll
Hath bound it now, forever to thy will,

- SN
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: ond what human can
erminates in less than Gop can gi
A;éain' adieu, vain world of Noise and |
Where nought but sorrows in succession grow ;
Delusive scene of unsubstantial bliss !
Which Judas-like, betrayeth with a kiss.
- Henceforth Farewell, thy once allureing smile,
No longer my unweary Heart beguile ;
No other pleasures now, my soul would prove
But those pure Joys, which flow from Jesus’ love.
For him alone I ev’ry good forego,
Of pleasure, profit or ought else below,
My lot with my despised master take,
Bear his reproach, and suffer for his sake.
In him alone substantial bliss I find,
Earth with its Gilded toys I cast behind ;
Through Grace divine cnabled to repel,
And bid this World, Eternally FAREWELL.
E. B.

Fanwary 1, 1772.

THE END.

Gg ‘
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Page is blank in original book.
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NOW  preparing for the press, an gx.
dract from the journal of the late pgps. Lliza
Bennis, from March 1749 to March 1780....giv-
#ng aconcise Gceount of the dealings of God with
her, her trials, exercises, and deliverances, includ-
ing some remarkable circumstanc

es of Providence,
to which will be added a short account of her last

sickness and Death....Intended to be published in
One  Volume, Duodecimo, ghout 330 pagesi..
- Price, One Dollary Bound.
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The B. L. Fisher Library at Asbury Theological Seminary recently
acquired the Bennis Collection, an Irish Methodist archive
of original letters to and from Eliza Bennis. She was actively
involved in the growth and maintenance of Methodism in
Ireland, keeping John Wesley informed of developments there
and encouraging many dispirited missionaries by her sound and
independent advice. One of the “mothers” of Methodism, Bennis

was among the first Methodist converts in Limerick and was a
regular correspondent of John Wesley, John Stretton (apostle of
Methodism in Newfoundland) and other important figures in
the early Methodist movement.

“This is a significant acquisition. It is indicative of Asbury
Theological Seminary’s increasing leadership among Wesleyan-
Evangelical institutions and demonstrates our commitment to
serious scholarship in the field of Wesleyan studies.”

Kenneth J. Collins, Professor of Wesley Studies and Historical Theology
and Director of the Wesleyan Studies Summer Seminar

asburyseminary.edu
800.2ASBURY

204 North Lexington Avenue
Wilmore, Kentucky 40390




	Asbury Theological Seminary
	ePLACE: preserving, learning, and creative exchange
	2015

	Christian Correspondence: Being A Collection Of Letters Written By The Late Rev. John Wesley And Several Methodists Preachers, In Connection With Him. To The Late Mrs. Eliza Bennis, With Her Answers
	John Wesley
	Eliza Bennis
	Thomas Walsh
	Thomas Olivers
	William Pennington
	See next page for additional authors
	Recommended Citation
	Authors


	Original Title Page
	Editor’s Note
	Advertisement
	Letter 1: August 2, 1753
	From Eliza Bennis in Limerick
	To John Wesley


	Letter 2: August 23, 1768
	From John Wesley in Pembroke
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 3: March 11, 1766
	From Eliza Bennis in Limerick
	To John Wesley


	Letter 4: March 29, 1766
	From John Wesley in Manchester
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 5: July 10, 1766
	From Eliza Bennis in Limerick
	To John Wesley


	Letter 6: August 14, 1766
	From John Wesley in Leeds
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 7: July 15, 1767
	From Eliza Bennis in Limerick
	To John Wesley


	Letter 8: July 25, 1767
	From John Wesley in Dublin
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 9: May 25, 1769
	From Eliza Bennis in Limerick
	To John Wesley


	Letter 10: May 30, 1769
	From John Wesley in Cork
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 11: July 13, 1769
	From Eliza Bennis in Limerick
	To John Wesley


	Letter 12: July 24, 1769
	From John Wesley in Dublin
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 13: September 18, 1769
	From John Wesley in Bristol
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 14: October 17, 1769
	From Eliza Bennis in Limerick
	To John Wesley


	Letter 15: April 12, 1770
	From John Wesley in Whitehaven
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 16: May 20, 1770
	From Eliza Bennis in Waterford
	To John Wesley


	Letter 17: June 13, 1770
	From John Wesley in Yarm
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 18: July 8, 1770
	From Eliza Bennis in Limerick
	To John Wesley


	Letter 19: July 27, 1770
	From John Wesley in Ashby
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 20: May 7, 1771
	From Eliza Bennis Waterford
	To John Wesley


	Letter 21: May 15, 1771
	From John Wesley in Limerick
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 22: July 7, 1771
	From Eliza Bennis in Waterford
	To John Wesley


	Letter 23: July 20, 1771
	From John Wesley in Dublin
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 24: October 15, 1771
	From Eliza Bennis in Limerick
	To John Wesley


	Letter 25: October 28, 1771
	From John Wesley in Rye
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 26: November 14, 1771
	From Eliza Bennis in Limerick
	To John Wesley


	Letter 27: December 3, 1771
	From John Wesley in Canterbury
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 28: March 17, 1772
	From Eliza Bennis in Limerick
	To John Wesley


	Letter 29: March 31, 1772
	From John Wesley in Liverpool
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 30: May 26, 1772
	From Eliza Bennis in Limerick
	To John Wesley


	Letter 31: June 16, 1772
	From John Wesley in Yarm
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 32: August 8, 1772
	From Eliza Bennis in Waterford
	To John Wesley


	Letter 33: August 31, 1772
	From John Wesley in Bristol
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 34: October 18, 1772
	From Eliza Bennis in Limerick
	To John Wesley


	Letter 35: November 3, 1772
	From Eliza Bennis in Colchester
	To John Wesley


	Letter 36: December 1, 1772
	From Eliza Bennis in Limerick
	To John Wesley


	Letter 37: December 16, 1772
	From John Wesley in Shoreham
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 38: January 23, 1773
	From Eliza Bennis in Limerick
	To John Wesley


	Letter 39: February 12, 1773
	From John Wesley (location not listed)
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 40: March 16, 1773
	From Eliza Bennis in Limerick
	To John Wesley


	Letter 41: April 1, 1773
	From John Wesley in Dublin
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 42: August 25, 1773
	From Eliza Bennis in Limerick
	To John Wesley


	Letter 43: September 10, 1773
	From John Wesley in Bristol
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 44: November 11, 1773
	From Eliza Bennis in Limerick
	To John Wesley


	Letter 45: December 1, 1773
	From John Wesley in Sheerness
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 46: December 29, 1773
	From Eliza Bennis in Waterford
	To John Wesley


	Letter 47: January 18, 1774
	From John Wesley in London
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 48: February 10, 1774
	From Eliza Bennis in Waterford
	To John Wesley


	Letter 49: March 1, 1774
	From John Wesley in London
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 50: April 12, 1774
	From Eliza Bennis in Limerick
	To John Wesley


	Letter 51: May 2, 1774
	From John Wesley in Leeds
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 52: July 21, 1774
	From Eliza Bennis in Limerick
	To John Wesley


	Letter 53: December 24, 1774
	From Eliza Bennis in Limerick
	To John Wesley


	Letter 54: December 21, 1776
	From John Wesley in London
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 55: December 13, 1755
	From Thomas Walsh in Dublin
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 56: January 20, 1757
	From Eliza Bennis in Limerick
	To Thomas Walsh


	Letter 57: February 5, 1757
	From Thomas Walsh in London
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 58: November 5, 1757
	From Thomas Walsh in London
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 59: April 25, 1757
	From Thomas Olivers in Clonmell
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 60: June 4, 1764
	From William Penington in Cork
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 61: June 10, 1764
	From Eliza Bennis in Limerick
	To William Penington


	Letter 62: July 28, 1765
	From Thomas Taylor in Dublin
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 63: October 23, 1766
	From Richard Blackwell in London
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 64: November 27, 1766
	From Eliza Bennis in Limerick
	To Richard Blackwell


	Letter 65: February 10, 1767 
	From Richard Blackwell in London
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 66: November 29, 1768
	From Richard Bourke in Waterford
	To Eliza Bennis

	Letter 67: July 1764
	From John Dillon in Dublin
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 68: September 15, 1764
	From John Dillon in Dublin
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 69: June 1, 1765
	From John Dillon in Dublin
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 70: September 25, 1766
	From John Dillon in Cork
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 71: May 1770
	From John Dillon in Dublin
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 72: December 4, 1771
	From Eliza Bennis in Limerick
	To Hugh Saunderson


	Letter 73: October 20, 1771
	From Eliza Bennis in Limerick
	To John Christian


	Letter 74: March 29, 1772
	From Eliza Bennis in Limerick
	To John Christian


	Letter 75: October 22, 1773
	From Eliza Bennis in Limerick
	To John Christian


	Letter 76: December 17, 1770
	From Lt. Charles Jones in Dublin
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 77: January 3, 1771
	From Eliza Bennis in Limerick
	To Lt. Charles Jones


	Letter 78: December 22, 1771
	From Eliza Bennis in Limerick
	To R. T.


	Letter 80: November 22, 1772
	From Eliza Bennis in Limerick
	To R. T.


	Letter 81: November 9, 1773
	From Eliza Bennis in Limerick
	To R. T.


	Letter 82: March 27, 1773
	From Eliza Bennis in Limerick
	To Jonathan Hern


	Letter 83: April 16, 1773
	From Jonathan Hern in Cork
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 84: October 18, 1775
	From John Bristol in Bally Moore
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 85: March 15, 1778
	From John Goodwin in Bristol
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 86: June 14, 1777
	From Samuel Bradburn in Dublin
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 87: June 22, 1777
	From Eliza Bennis in Limerick
	To Samuel Bradburn


	Letter 88: 1770
	From John Stretton in Newfound-land, Carbonear
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 89: Novber 12, 1771
	From John Stretton in Newfound-land, Harbour Grace
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 90: November 13, 1772
	From John Stretton in Harbour Grace
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 91: November 14, 1773
	From John Stretton in Harbour Grace
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 92: November 4, 1774
	From John Stretton in Harbour Grace
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 93: November 14, 1775
	From John Tretton in Harbour Grace
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 94: November 8, 1776
	From John Stretton in Harbour Grace
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 95: March 22, 1777
	From Eliza Bennis in Limerick
	To John Stretton


	Letter 96: June 30, 1777
	From John Stretton in Harbour Grace
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 97: July 24, 1777
	From Eliza Bennis in Limerick
	To John Stretton


	Letter 98: November 30, 1777
	From John Stretton in Harbour Grace
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 99: December 2, 1778
	From John Stretton in Harbour Grace
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 100: December 18, 1779
	From John Stretton in Harbour Grace
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 101: June 29, 1785
	From John Stretton in Harbour Grace
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 102: November 15, 1785
	From John Stretton in Harbour Grace
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 103: November 18, 1788
	From John Stretton in Harbour Grace
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 104: December 18, 1790
	From John Stretton in Harbour Grace
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 105: December 18, 1779
	From John Stretton in Harbour Grace
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 106: n.d.
	From Eliza Bennis (location not listed)
	To (unknown)


	Letter 107: April 7, 1783
	From J. F. in Cove
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 108: December 18, 1773
	From Eliza Bennis in Limerick
	To J. F.


	Letter 109: May 12, 1783
	From J. F. in Cove
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 110: December 18, 1779
	From Eliza Bennis in Limerick
	To J. F.


	Letter 111: February 5, n.d.
	From Eliza Bennis in Limerick
	To (unknown Major)


	Letter 112: December 3, n.d.
	From Eliza Bennis in Limerick
	To (unknown)


	Letter 113: September 1, 1790
	From John McGregor in Limerick
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 114: March 27, 1790
	From Richard Condy in Limerick
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 115: June 11, 1790
	From Richard Condy in Limerick
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 116: February 9, 1792
	From Walter Griffith in Dublin
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 117: November 23, 1791
	From Joseph (unknown) in Carrick
	To Eliza Bennis


	Letter 118: November 26, 1791
	From Eliza Bennis in Waterford
	To J. C.


	Letter 119: October 18, 1765
	From Eliza Bennis in Limerick
	To (unknown)


	About Eliza Bennis
	Editor’s Comments
	Poem 1 - “A Wish”
	Written February 1766
	By Eliza Bennis


	Poem 2 - “A Farewell to the World”
	Written January 1, 1772
	By Eliza Bennis


	Original Book’s Contents
	Other Works of Eliza Bennis
	Notes of Previous Owner
	Blank Page

