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S hT G G E  S TI 0 N S. 

FREQUENT inquiries have been made respecting the 
practical result of recent deputations to the churches o f  
America. Apart from the general purpose of promoting 
union between Christians in both hemispheres, it  has 
been asked, whether any measures can be adopted which, 
under a divine blessing, may tend to a more vigorous 
state of religion in our own country? What is doing 
abroad, and what may be done at  home? The few fol- 
lowing pages are intended as a brief answer to these 
questions. 

Every unprejudiced observer will admit that there is 
much in the transatlantic churches, both in the spirit 
they manifest and in the measures they adopt, that merits 
the serious consideration of British Christians. The circurn- 
stances attending their origin and early history, peculiarly 
favoured the production of energy in religion. Planted 
by mem who, in the spirit of martyrdom, abandoned their 
country to seek, amidst the wildernesses of the new 
world, liberty of conscience and a sanctuary for truth ; 
they laid the basis of a pure and prmperous church i n  the 
sufficiency of the Scriptures, as the only rule of doctrine 
and worship, and the faith of believers as the sacred bond 
of union ; and though a considerable degree of intolerance 
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and ecclesiastical corruption prevailed, yet the advance- 
ment of religion has been far less impeded there than in 
any other Iand. They have from time to time cxpe- 
rienced the power of grace and the spirit of effectual 
prayer, so that effusions of divine influence have fre- 
quently descended in copious showers of blessing. 

American piety is in accordance with the national cha- 
racter, which the nature and freedom of religious insti- 
tutions have contributed to form. I t  is energetic and 
progressive. If churches relapse into a low state, they are 
riot satisfied long to continue SO; bnt they begiu to in- 
quire into the cause of this declension, and the means by 
which it may be remedied. They entertain confidence 
in the success of suitable mqans, andare often at once 
sagacious in the discoyeery and prompt in the application 

s t  of those efforts 
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appear to feel deeply their 
rill io Christ who are withi 
exertion; their o w  J 

ts, and fellow ~itizans. They are not 
moral in their ccmdect m d  regmhr i 

tendrtnce on the house of God, hi aim by conwe 
by ktters, and otlier means, to bring them to ~~~~~t~ 
decision in religion. I have w i t n d  in th United States 
the assiduity of women of sound sense and deep ~~~~~~~~ 

sentiment in cheri& 

to friend, neighbur 
are most important 
enlisting the social felings and the kindliest s p p t b i e s  of 
the beart In tbe ca.use af Christ. As &e mths of the 

r a f t  has been emineu 
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tions, or even though they are merely observed to be 
present at the services of religion for a few times, they 
are spoken with and encouraged. This friendly notice 
renewed at short intervals, whenever an opportunity offers, 
lias often been the means of introducing a stranger into 
the fellowship of the church. 

usefulness consists in private as- 
m y  the menders of churches. 

These are usually resorted to with signal success, 21 anti- 
cipation of a general effort for the revival of religion; 
but whetlier expressly devised for this purpose or otherwise, 
I wouId earnestly recommend their adoption. I n  America, 
these associations are of two kinds; namely, the meeting 
of small companies of Christians at each others’ houses, 
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ground of a promised answer, and the recorded examples 
of eminent success, are numerous in the volume of inspi- 
ration, while in reference to this very point, the language 
of our Saviour himself is p6culiarly explicit and encour- 
aging. ‘‘ If two of you shall agree on earth as touching 
any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of 
my Father which is in heaven ; for where two or three are 
gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of 
them.” 

American Christians, certainly, exhibit much of that 
spirit which has been characteristic of an exalted piety in 
every age of the church ; faith, unction, energy, and per- 
severance in prayer. They ask bdievingly, wait confi- 
dently, and receive copiously. I have heard them besiege 
the heavenly throne with a fenour which seemed to say, 
‘‘ We will not let thee go, except, thou bless us.” In 
private meetings it is not wcommon to continue long on 
the bended knee, while individuals successively engage, 
and even follow each other without particular appointment 
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i t  often has done, by being suddenly diverted into another. 
I n  private, as well as in public, if particular subjects were 
especially regarded on each occasion of approaching the 
mercy seat, our devotions would become more interesting 
t o  ourselves, and create a more enlarged and universal 
sympathy with all the objects which at present engage the 
attention of Christians. I cannot better terminate these 
remarks, than by introducing a paper, supplied by a 
valued friend of another denomination, with a view to 
guide the devout in their private supplications; and which 
by a rather remarkable coincidence, was placed in my 
hands just after the preceding observations were written: 
I could wish that its adoption might produce a universal 
private concert of prayer. 

DAILY TOPICS FOR A CONCERT OF PRAYER. 

duNDAY.-The Church of Christ-its unity, spi 
increase. The ministers of the Gospel, and all who are preparing to 
become such. Sabbath schools, and the better observance of the 
Lord’s-day. 2 Thess. iii. 1. 

MONDAY.-conversion of the world. Foreign missions. The 
destruction of antichrist. The downfal of idahtry, and all false 
religion, and the universal prevalence of peace, freedom, knowledge, 
and salvation. Ps. ii. 8. 

schools of every description, The prevalence of Christian education 
in all lands. The children of the church-the ohildren of the un- 
godly-and orphan children. Isa. xliv. 3. 

WEnNEsnAY.-Farnily and social religion, embracing the different 
members of our household, relatives, and friends. Job i. 5 .  

TauasDAY.-our country, our king, and all who are in authority; 
all ranks and conditions of  men ; OUT civil, commercial, and religious 
prosperity ; our colonial possessions and Ireland ; forgivenesa af 

TnEsDAY.-The rising generation. Universities, 
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national sins-deliverance from infidelity, intemperance, profanity, 
and licentiousness. Jer. xxix. 7. 

FRIDAY.-OW various benevolent and Christian associations, 
Bible societies, tract societies, in Britain and elsewhere. Universal 
aholitien of slavery, the came of seamen, the degraded condition of 
females in heathen lands. Isa. lxii. 1. 

SAmanAY.--The chixrches of Christ in different parts of the 
world. The conversion of the Jews, the revival of religion in cwr 
own souls and amongst its professors everywhere. For those who 
sustain difficult and responsible situations in the church and the 
world. The afflicted. Ps. c d .  6. 

3. Inquiry meetings have been eminently useful in 
America. They are invariably connected with revivaIs, 
but are by no means restricted to those periods. Their 
purpose is to elicit, by free conversation, the feelings of 
those who have received powerfuI impressions of religion ; 
or to instruct those who have been recently converted. 
With these investigations and tuitions are connected de- 
vout prayers and praises. Undoubtedly the state of 
society there differs from our own, and republican ideas 
and habits, by leading to an amalgamation of the different 
classes, facilitates the access of the pastor to all ; and by 

people of a congregation 

churches and congregations their importance has 
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not been sufficiently appreciated, and consequently they 
have not been generally and systematically adopted. 
4. A remarkable feature in American churches, which 

the writer would commend to the consideration of his 
Christian brethren, is that ofjuvenile piety and communion. 
Notwithstanding the exertians which have been recently 
made in our own country to advance the spiritual welfare 
of the young, we have not yet gone far and deep enough. 
Paren%at or ministerial attentions have not, it is appre- 
hended, been sufficiently employed with the view of bring- 
ing children and youth into fellowship with the church. 
However important it has been thought to win the heart to 
religion, by appeals from the pulpit, or tuition in the par- 
lour, the direct and immediate object has perhaps seldom 
been to Iead to early professioa. The chief reason, pro- 
bably, that juvenile piety has not been sufficiently regarded 

that a sufficient expectation not being 
ate effort has not been made. Though 

the ‘ L  seed of the kingdom” has been widely scattered by 
Sunday Schools, we have scarcely ventured to hope for a 
speedy harve$t; and because the maturity of  Christian 
character must bear some proportion to the development 
of the faculties, we have been almost incredulous respecting 

. 
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whatever mag be its &Fee, OF &e age of the betiewer; 
secondly, as to the result in hutwe Me of swh early de- 
cision. My absemhm in AmrueFica w.ouM lead to this con- 

hose who hnd prof$md tJle &cc 

ate friend of mine, gn ernineat minister fa tke 
, informed me, that about five "gs he 

had received four ckGdren into the church; the eldest 
being about eleven, and the youngeat eight years of age. 
When they first discIosed their feelings, they all came 
together to his house, and requested a private kterview. 
Their experisme appeared to him ts be strot& marked 
witla gcspl truth, and s b w d  cktrlg &e work of the 
S+t. He had bees wwy sceptical on the ab jec t  of such 
&y impressions, and receiared &&r tedmony with ex?xempQ& 
caution. His deacons afso participated in his sentiments : 
affording an i l i u s t d m  of the reluctance on this point 

died triumphantIy. invited the attend- 
&nee of her yoneg ide, and a d d r d  

; hope perfect. me rest Q$ 
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this little band are at this time adorning their profession, 
and devotedly engaged in Sunday school instruction. 

3. In close connexion with the preceding topic, is the1 
plan of Maternal Associations, which is, I believe, entirely 
of American origin, and has, doubtless, contributed there 
in no slight dcgree to the prevalence of early piety. They 
were begun by the late excellent Mrs. Payson,-wife of Dr. 
Payson, in the year 1820. This lady and a pious friend 
had often lamented that in socid prayer meetings children 
were so much neglected, and they were in the habit of 
uniting occasionally to spend an  h o p  together for mutual 
supplication for their beloved offspring. After the death 
of this endeared friend, which .occurred soon after, Mrs. 
Payson continued to be deeply interested in the subject, 
and at length the plan of Maternal Associations presented 

nstitutioiis, so consonant 
e of a mother’s heart for 
were rapidly multiplied : 
they were established in 

every parish through the state of Maine, and the most 
cheering results were apparent. One mother writes, “In 

ear we had reas 

was formed, leaving 
renewed.” Another 
from the Association, 
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to them unspeakable gain.” After reporting these and 
many similar facts as the fruit of these Societies, in an 
Address to Christian Parents, by the Committee of Con- 
vention of the Churches of Vermont, they add, “ Let every 
Christian husband and father encourage his wife to enlist 
in this object. Let all ministers and Chiistian parents fee1 
that this is ‘ laying the foundation of many generations.’ 
Let every child‘s mind’be infbrmed and brought to  be 
interested in this subject, and made to feel that many 
hearts and minds are devising, labouring, and praying for 
his good, and his preparation to serve Christ Jesus the 
Lord.” Another result also has been noticed, in the happy 
impulse given to family devotion, by this effort for the 
especial benefit of i t s  youthful members. This association 
of mothers is held once a month for mutual conference 
and devotion in reference to eir important duties ; im- 
proved methods of inteliectu moral, and above all, re- 
ligious culture are discussed, a deepened sense of respomi- 
bility is produced, mutual prayer called forth, and a blessing 
from on high has followed. Such institutions exist in a few 
of our own churches, where 

lishment of similar institutions throughout the kingdom. 
11. The officers of this Association shall be a Directress and two 

Secretaries, t o  be appointed annually. 
111. It shall be the duty of the Db-echesress to take a ge 

vision of the concerns of the Society. At each meeting 
point some one present to conduct the suoceeding one, an 
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Once every quarter the children attend with their mo- 
+hers, who offer fervent prayers and employ affectionate 
entreaties to bring the lambs of the flock to be enfolded in 
the arms of the great Shepherd. In  the use of such means 

so appointed will be expected to make selections for reading, and to 
introduce such topics for conversation as shall best exemplify the 
duties of the Christian mother. 

IV. It shall be the duty of the Secretaries ta conduct the cor- 
respondence, to register the mames of the Membersand their children, 
a d  to supply each of the mothers with a list of the same, together 
with a copy of the Regulations. She shall likewise keep a record of 
the proceedings of each meeting, and, as far as may be convenient 
of the topic discussed. This record shall be read a t  the commence- 
ment of the next meeting. 

V. This Bssociation shall meet on the Friday previous t o  the first 
Sabbath of every month, at 57, Aldersgate Street, at  11 o'clock 
in the forenoon. The time for each meeting no% to exceed one hour 
and a half, which shall be d a s k e l y  devoted to the object of the 
-4ssociation. Each meeting shall be opened by prayer, and reading 
a portion o f  Scripture. All business relating to other Associations to 
be. transacted from half-past ten t o  eleven, at which time all Members 
who ean make it convenient are invited to attend. 

VI. It shall be the duty of every Member to qualify herself by 
reading, prayer, and self-discipline, for the faithfnI discharge of the 
arduous duties of a Christian mother; and she shall be invited to  
give with freedom such hints upon the various subjects brought 
before the Association, as her own observatio 
=@Ft* 

shall be the duty of each member to 
with them as often as circumstances 
y to  restrain them from such cowses 

ride, and worldly-mindedness. 
ce in three month%, viz. March, June, September, and 

e Members shall he allowed to bring their children to 
and with this view the assistance of suitable 
sioually invited, who shall be considered Mem- 
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it is scarcely possible to doubt that extensive good must be 
accomplished. May God send showers of spiritual bles- 
sing upon these young plantations, and may they luxuriate 
in all the forms of genuine religion both in Engl 
America ! 

6. Eflorts for the estublishment of places of worship 
irz necessitous districts are frequent and liberal in  America. 
It would not be difficdt, indeed, to adduce distinguished 
examples of similar benevolence in England, but perhaps 
they are less common and less systematic. In  America, 
large sums are devoted to this noble enterprise by indi- 
viduals who are not in the first rank of opulence, though 
commercially prosperoiis; and I could name places of 
worship reared by the hand, of individual benevolence, or 
by the united efforts of a very few, simply to provide a 
comparatively poor people with ample accommodation, 
without debt or incumbrance, The object of this remark 
is by no means to institute invidious comparisons, but to 
inspirit exertion, and to bring into more distinct and 
bers of the Association. The exercises at these Quarterly Meetings 

ipterest the feelings of the children. 
IX. When any Mother is remove 

of the Association, to regard with pe 

RECOMMENDATIONS.-1. the Mothers in this Association 
observe the Birthday of each of their Children, in  such a manner as 
to keep their spiritual interests especlaly in view. 

2. That domestics in their respective families, be affectionate$ 
remembered in the prayers of the Association. 

3. That Ladies from the countrybe at liberty to attend the 
of the Association. 
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syrnpathising consideration the waste places of our land. 
“ It  is good to be zealously affected always in a good 
thing,” but disinterestedness in the application of effort 
appears to be the perfection of Christian virtue, and a. 
direct imitation of Deity. Can time be better employed ? 
Can influence be better exerted ? Can property be better 
consecrated ? 
7. A friendly separation in churches is very character- 

istic of America, and worthy of our imitation. Is there 
not reason to apprehend that the language of Paul might 
be found too applicable to the conduct of many of our 
churches at home? Might it not be extensively appli- 
cable, even for a long period of our religious histofy ? 
“ Ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you 
envying, and strife, and diviGons-are ye not carnal and 
walk as men ? for while one saith I am of Paul, and ano- 

There is much ot‘ carnal ? ”  

for lasting and eminent good. From the evil spirit and 
unsanctified passions of men have originated several large 
and respectable churches, which have often flourished in 
defiance of the unhallowed temper which gave them birth; 
and with whatever complacency we may regar 
and with whatever thankfulness we may adore 
all grace, who has made (‘ the wrath of m 
him,” it is deeply to  be regretted that our ecclesiastical 

an furnish very few examples of a truly Christian 
managed separation. In America it is remark- 

iendly division, for the pur- 
nding the Redeemer’s cause in populous cities 

or increasing neighbourhods, are of almost daily occur- 
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rence. When a church has attained to a certain magni- 
tude and importance, the pastor and the people willingly 
dismiss a portion of their number to take possession of 
another field of labour. They then present the charming 
prospect of a people divided, but not disunited ; diverse in 
operation, but one in spirit. Their location may be very 
near, and they run the race of a holy rivalship. Each 
rejoices in the welfare of the other, as the original church 
renews its strength by fresh accessions, and the new one 
rises into importance by frequent additions; at  length 
others spring up in quick and welcome succession around, 
and the joyful issue of a series of pure and concurrent 
efforts for the diffusion of the gospel, is seen in the very 
terms of first, second, thir and fourth church, by which 
they are frequently design , Experience has shown 
that a church, acting on this exalted principle of faith and 
love, has been like some of the noble plants of nature, 
which multiply their shoots and acquire strength by fre- 
quent cuttings ; and horn lovely is the sight, and how pros- 
perous the state of religion, when the primary church, like 

It  may indeed be said, that the rapid increase of popu- 
America, being peculiarly lation in almost every par 

favourable to  the multiplication of C 
diminishes the apprehension wliich 
be entertained in other circumstances of permanent in- 
jury to a church by the ent of a considerable 

of its members. 
likely to  be soon 
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sepamtion is more readily and more boldly adopted, and a 
minister then enjoys the double satisfaction of seeing his 
own reduced congregation replenished, and becoming in- 
strumental to the establishment of another society. But 
after all, whatever infirmities of human nature, and what- 
ever impurity of motive may be supposed likely to exist, 
it is unquestionable that these movements are generally 

ed by enlarged conceptions of the deign and real 
concern for the extension of Christianity. 

There is moreover another view of this subject, which 
artant. While good may be prevented, and 

evils have often been incurred by the neglect of provi- 
dential indications; it is not improbable, and has fre- 
quently happened, that what bas been gained by super- 

pow= & an individual,-the cha- 

ensues, and the result has been painful. 
8. Journeys undertaken for the express und sob pur- 

pose of promoting religion, have been, in America, produc- 
tive of much spiritrral benefit. Such excursions on the 
part of ministers are generally undertaken to promote 
revivals, and have been very conducive to the religious 

itineracies have been 

neither been sufficiently frequent, nor sufficiently 
d. Our ministers are continually gDing fmth 
ntributions k r , h  principal societies in em- 

hp should the visits of Christian minis- 
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ters be always the signals fbr public collections? Why 
is money to be always the burden of the smg, or at 
Ieast a necessary appendix to the sermon? Why 
we always in these excursions be prwhing  

Let us have some journeys 
d diffusion of religion-to e m  

ren and refresh our wsn soub by 
mume, and to bring apostate men $0 Christ. Think of this, 
dear brethren, and ye influential guides of the church ! 
Would not such a method be likely to come in powerful 
aid of the itineracies already in operation ? and might not 
the visit for such a purpose ta destitute places, by persons 
of character and emiiience in the church, be likely to 
awaken an attention not otherwise easily excited? and 
would not churches be acting on tlic principle of that 
enlarged charity which Christianity inculcates and impires, 
by giving up their pastors f o r a  time for a purpose so 
beneficial and important ? 

9. I would advert, lastly, to the practice of holding 
what are termed protrocted meetings. Though their cha- 

my conviction, that when 
stitute a very high order o 

rs to me that, with som 
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ing; and this protracted meeting consists in an association 
of ministers invited for the purpose, to pray, preach, and 
hold Christian conference together, in a specified town or 
district, for three, four, or more successive days, regulating 
the length of time by the thermometer of awakened feeling. 
I am aware that an objection might be urged, on the 
ground of interference with business, especialIy in large 
towns and cities. But allowing for many absences on the 
plea of occupation and necessity, is there not a numerous 
class of persons, especially of females, who might assemble 
at almost any time? Are there not many who have no 
very urgent calls of business ? Are there not seasons when 
all might, by a slight sacrifice for a great object, meet for 
devotion and worship ? Would it not be in harmony with 
all moral and spiritual purposes, for a body of Christian 
ministers to unite in holy confederacy to promote in any 
place the revival or en nt of religious influence? 
Is it not probable that improved, 
and that the sacred unction poured Id qualify 
each for more abundant and more effective labours in 
his peculiar sphere ? Consecratitig two or three days to 
preaching and a series of devotional services, is no uncom- 
mon circumstance among our own churches. The annual 
meetings of county associations often continu 
Space of time ; and the beneficial results in the 
and town where they assemble have been so 
the low state of religion in any particuIar vicinity has 

been made a plea why the Association should meet 
. The annual meetings of the various religious in- 

in the metropdis and elsewhere, are in fact the 
of these societies, awakeniw attention, 

7 ,  and quickening zeal; while these in= 
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put forth, are we not imperatively called upon to adopt 
such powerful combinations of ordinary means, or such 
new applications of them, as reason, experience, and 
scripture sanction ? If we review the history of the church 
of Christ from its first commencement until now, we shall 
find that extraordinary measures have always been re- 
sorted to, in effecting a revival or reformation ; and the 
abundaBt eRusions of the Holy Spirit, without which 
Zion can never arise arid shine, have always been be- 
stowed in answer to fervent and united prayer, in which 
the dependence of the church is acknowledged, and the 
glorious attribute of God manifested, as the hearer and 
answerer of prayer. In the primitive church, there were 
surely extraordinary meetings, when the disciples “ con- 
tinuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking 
bread from house to house, did eat their meat with glad- 
ness and singleness of h e a ”  And were not those fervent 
and protracted prayer meetiags, when “ they all con- 
tinued with one accord, in prayer and supplication, with 
the women, and Mary, the mother of Jesus, and with his 
brethren,” previous to the day of Pentecost, at which time 
also, ‘‘ they were all with one accord in one place,” 
waiting, and supplicating, the fulfilment of the promised 
Spirit. And now that larger measures of divine influence 
are so needed and desired by the church, sho 
follow primitive example, and thus unite, and 
with the ‘‘ importunity” which the Divine Head of the 

urch assures us shall be heard, for the bestowment of 
Was not that a protracted prayer 

g for a specific object, when ,Peter was kept in 
‘‘ prayer was made without ceasing of the 
God for him ?” who, when he was delivered at  

xalted blessing? 
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night, found many ‘‘ gathered together praying.” Let 
not Christians, then, be deterred by the feu of being 
charged with (‘ excitement” and ‘c enthusiasm,” from the 
use of measures which have the highest sanction. 

But while a&emptimtg to rouse to activity, let me not be 
apologist of extravagance. Let b m t  

e principles laid down as sound and 
and then adopt the measures; but let those 

measures be well arranged and well combined, uniting dis- 
cretion with vigour, and knowledge with zeal. If we light 
a fire it need not be to kindle a conflagration; it may be 
for marmth and not destruction. There is, however, in 
general much more danger fioa excess of frigidity, than 
from excess of fervour; and ”while we would condemn 
fanaticism, we must not allow torpidity. Let zeal burn ; 
but let it be sacred zeal, a coal from the altar, the light and 
the love of heaven. If because something of human im- 
perfection mixes with and mars all our efforts, we reject 
means of eminent usefulness, we shall assuredly manifest 
far more of the pride of fastidiousness, and the hesitancy 
of lukewarmness than of the true wisdom of zeal and love. 

In concluding this brief 
in America, which I have t 
deration and imitation of 
I would observe, that I trus 
menced wilI be productive Q€ mutual 
to the mutual cultivation and imitation 
we behold in each other which are (‘ 
good report ;” that we may conaemplate each other’s excel- 
lencies with a desire to copy them, and each other’s preju- 
dices and errors with the 
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