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Asbury Theological Seminary Professor Howard A. Snyder
Spring Semester, 2005 Office: MC310 — Ext. 2262
Tuesdays, 6:00-8:50 p.m. Home: 858-8964

[UPDATE BIBLIOGRAPHY]
MI770 / MS675. Christian Mission & Global Culture

DESCRIPTION

An examination of trends and currents that are shaping today’s emerging global culture and
an exploration of the challenges and opportunities these provide for authentic Christian
witness. Developments in science, technology, economics, philosophy, religion, and popular
culture are examined for their worldview implications, and the positive and negative aspects of
postmodernity are assessed.

PURPOSES

1. To survey current cultural trends of global significance.

2. To discern and understand current and emerging worldviews.

3. To rethink Christian mission, including worldview, in the light of these currents.
4. To discern opportunities and challenges for authentic Christian witness today.

METHODOLOGY

Readings, lectures, and videos, plus focused research by students on selected topics, will
constitute the principal methodology of the course.

STRUCTURE OF COURSE

We will follow the schedule indicated below. The assigned readings will provide the basic
course structure. Class sessions will combine lecture, discussion of readings, student
presentations, and videos. The course outline follows, for the most part, the structure of the book,
EarthCurrents.

TEXTBOOKS

Friedman, Thomas L. The Lexus and the Olive Tree: Understanding Globalization. Rev. ed.
Random House, 2000. 490 pp.

Moe-Lobeda, Cynthia D. Healing a Broken World: Globalization and God. Fortress, 2002. 228 pp.

Rifkin, Jeremy. The Age of Access: The New Culture of Hypercapitalism Where All of Life is a
Paid-For Experience. Tarcher/Putnam, 2000. 312 pp.

Sine, Tom. Mustard Seed versus McWorld: Reinventing Life and Faith for the Future. Baker,
1999. 249 pp.

Snyder, Howard A. Coherence in Christ: The Larger Meaning of Ecology. General Board of Global
Ministries, United Methodist Church, 2000. 24 pp.

Snyder, Howard A. EarthCurrents: The Struggle for the World’s Soul. Abingdon, 1995. 334 pp.

RECOMMENDED [ON RESERVE in the Library]

Greider, William. One World, Ready or Not: The Manic Logic of Global Capitalism. Touchstone,
1997. 528 pp.

Postman, Neil. Technopoly: The Surrender of Culture to Technology. Vintage, 1993. 222 pp.



COURSE EXPECTATIONS

1. Participate in all class sessions, making informed contributions based on your reading and
other research.

2. Complete all the assigned readings as per the schedule.

3. Watch for at least two hours per week: PBS’ “Newshour” or other quality news program
(not ABC, NBC, CBS, CNBC, or “Headline News”), or listen to at least two hours of NPR’s “All
Things Considered” each week. Be especially alert for items that have global significance, or that
indicate important socio-cultural developments, and be prepared to report these to the class.

4. Read and review in class one of the books listed in the course bibliography that are marked
with an asterisk (*) and turn in a 5—page written review of the book. The written review will be
due on the date of the class presentation. Your choice should be made by the second week of class

(Feb. 15).

5. Research Project: Each student will complete a major research project which will be
presented in summary form in class (approx. 20 minutes). Choose a topic that especially interests
you and that will make a contribution to your missiological preparation. Parameters:

a. Decide on a topic in consultation with the professor and/or the class.

b. Any topic is acceptable so long as it 1) relates to a significant global cultural trend and
2) focuses on a specific issue in Christian mission (whether evangelism, church
planting, discipleship, compassion or justice ministries, urban mission, leadership
training, etc.).

c¢. Turn in a 1 or 2—page project proposal on Feb. 22. The proposal should state briefly the
rationale for the project, the proposed methodology, and the major resources you
expect to use.

The research project should be submitted to the professor in the form of a research paper
(with references and bibliography). Research papers are due May 10 but may be submitted
earlier. This paper should be in the range of 20-25 pages, approximately.

ATTENDANCE POLICY

See the current seminary Catalog, p. 25. Attendance will be taken at each class. More than three
unexcused absences will result in lowering the grade by one letter. Three unexcused tardies are
considered to be equivalent to one unexcused absence.

EVALUATION

There will be no final exam. Grading will be based on the major course components, as
follows:

Class participation, including input from readings: 40%
Book review, including oral presentation 20%
Research project: 40%

100%



SCHEDULE AND ASSIGNED READING

FEB. 8 -

FEB. 15—

FEB. 22 —

MARCH 1 -

MARCH 8 —

MARCH 15 -

INTRODUCTION / OVERVIEW

GLOBALIZATION AND GLOBAL TRENDS

Readings:

Recommended:

Snyder, EarthCurrents, 10-45
Friedman, ix—72

Moe-Lobeda, xi11—29

Greider, 11-53

THE GLOBAL ECONOMY

Readings: Snyder, EarthCurrents, 46—63
Friedman, 73-100
Rifkin, 3-95
Moe-Lobeda, 30—45
Recommended: Greider, 57-121
Postman, xi—39
GLOBAL ENVIRONMENT
Readings: Snyder, EarthCurrents, 64—87
Friedman, 101-42
Rifkin, 96-167
Recommended: Greider, 444473

Postman, 40-55

GLOBAL SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

Readings: Snyder, EarthCurrents, 88—115
Friedman, 145-93
Rifkin, 168-217
Recommended: Greider, 122-70
Postman, 56-143
GLOBAL CULTURE
Readings: Snyder, EarthCurrents, 116-50
Friedman, 194-275
Rifkin, 218-34
Moe-Lobeda, 46—69
Recommended: Greider, 171-223

Postman, 144-63

MARCH 22 — [READING WEEK — NO CLASS]

MARCH 29 —

APRIL 5 —

APRIL 12 —

GLOBAL WORLDVIEWS
Readings: Snyder, EarthCurrents, 152—85

Recommended:

Friedman, 276-324
Rifkin, 235-66
Greider, 227-284
Postman, 164-99

GLOBAL WORLDVIEWS
Readings: Snyder, EarthCurrents, 186—-212

Recommended:

Friedman, 327-405
Moe-Lobeda, 73—99
Greider, 285-330

POSTMODERNITY



Readings: Snyder, EarthCurrents, 213—46
Sine, 11-68
Recommended: Bryant, The New Context of World Mission, 4—59

APRIL 19- GLOBAL MISSION: ISSUES
Readings: Snyder, EarthCurrents, 247-76
Friedman, 406-33
Moe-Lobeda, 100-32
Sine, 69-121
Barcott, “Starbucks Nation” (Hand—out)
Recommended: Greider, 334—443

APRIL 26 — GLOBAL MISSION: THEOLOGY

Readings: Snyder, EarthCurrents, 277-306
Sine, 123-67
Snyder, Coherence, 1-22
MAY 3 — GLOBAL MISSION: STRATEGIES
Readings: Sine, 169-92

Friedman, 434-75
Moe-Lobeda, 133-50

MAY 10 — GLOBAL MISSION: PRIORITIES
Readings: Sine, 193—-240

Moe-Lobeda, 151-72
Recommended: Adeney, God’s Foreign Policy.



Select Bibliography - MI770 / MS675

(See also the bibliographies and reference notes in the assigned textbooks.)

Adeney, Miriam. God’s Foreign Policy: Practical Ways to Help the World’s Poor. Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, 1984. 140 pp.

Aeschliman, Gordon. GlobalTrends: Ten Trends Affecting Christians Everywhere. Downers
Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1990. 156 pp.

Ahmed, Akbar, and Hastings Donnan, eds. Islam, Globalization and Postmodernity. New York:
Routledge, 1994.

Albrow, Martin. The Global Age: State and Society Beyond Modernity. Stanford, CA: Stanford
University Press, 1997. 246 pp.

* Ambler, R. A. Global Theology: The Meaning of Faith in the Present World Crisis. London:
SCM, 1990.

* Anderson, Mary B. Do No Harm: How Aid Can Support Peace—or War. Lynne Rienner
Publishers, 150 pp.

* Appadurai, Arjun, ed. Globalization. Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 2001. 344 pp.

* Appleby, R. Scott. Religious Fundamentalisms and Global Conflict. Ithaca, NY: Foreign Policy
Association, 1994.

Balasuriya, Tissa. Planetary Theology. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis, 1984. 282 pp.

* Barnet, Richard J., and John Cavanagh. Global Dreams: Imperial Corporations and the New
World Order. New York: Simon & Schuster, 1994.

* Berger, Peter, ed. The Desecularization of the World: Resurgent Religion and World Politics.
Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1999. 135 pp.

Bosch, David J. Believing in the Future: Toward a Missiology of Western Culture. Valley Forge,
PA: Trinity Press, 1995. 69 pp.

* Brouwer, Steve. Exporting the American Gospel: Global Christian Fundamentalism. New
York: Routledge, 1996.

* Bithlmann, Walbert. With Eyes to See: Church and World in the Third Millennium. Trans.
Robert Barr. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis, 162 pp.

Carnoy, Martin, et al. The New Global Economy in the Information Age: Reflections on Our
Changing World. University Park, PA: Pennsylvania State University Press, 1993.

* Carrell, Brian. Moving Between Times: Modernity and Postmodernity: A Christian View.
Auckland, NZ: DeepSight Trust, 1998. 184 pp.

Castell, Manuel. The Informational City. Oxford, UK: Blackwell, 1989.

* Chee, Tong Suit, and Allan Wong. The Challenge and Impact of Globalisation — Towards a
Biblical Response. Singapore: Graduates’ Christian Fellowship, 2002.



Clapp, Rodney. A Peculiar People: The Church as Culture in a Post-Christian Society. Downers
Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1996. 251 pp.

Cox, Harvey. Fire from Heaven: The Rise of Pentecostal Spirituality and the Reshaping of
Religion in the Twenty-first Century. Reading, MA: Addison-Wesley, 1995. 346 pp.
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University Press, 1992. 147 pp.
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Publications, 1987.
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Earthscan, 2000. 304 pp.

Ellul, Jacques. Money & Power. Trans. LaVonne Neff. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press,
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259 pp.
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Great Commission Seriously. Carlisle, UK: OM Publishing, 1995. 207 pp.

Friedman, Jonathan. Cultural Identity and Global Process. London: Sage, 1994.

Friedman, Thomas L. The Lexus and the Olive Tree: Understanding Globalization. Rev. ed.
New York: Random House, 2000. 490 pp.

* Gannon, Martin J. Understanding Global Cultures: Metaphorical Journeys Through 17
Countries. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage, 2000. 375 pp.

* Gilpin, Robert. Global Political Economy: Understanding the International Economic Order.
Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2001. 423 pp.

* Glyn-Jones, Anne. Holding Up a Mirror: How Civilizations Decline. London: Century Books,
1996. 652 pp.

Green, Lynn, and Chris Forster. Small Church, Big Vision: How Your Church Can Change the
World. London: Marshall Pickering, 1995. 202 pp.

* Greider, William. One World, Ready or Not: The Manic Logic of Global Capitalism. New York:
Touchstone, 1997. 528 pp.

Guder, Darrell L., ed. Missional Church: A Theological Vision for the Sending Church in North
America. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1998. 280 pp.



* Hall, Douglas John. The End of Christendom and the Future of Christianity. Valley Forge, PA:
Trinity Press, 1997. 69 pp.

* Hardt, Michael, and Antonio Negri. Empire. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2000.
478 pp.

* Heslam, Peter S. Creating a Christian Worldview: Abraham Kuyper’s Lectures on Calvinism.
Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1998. 300 pp.

* Houghton, John. Global Warming: The Complete Briefing. Oxford, UK: Lion Publishing, 1994.
192 pp.

* Hunsberger, George R. Bearing the Witness of the Spirit: Lesslie Newbigin’s Theology of
Cultural Plurality. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1998. 341 pp.

* Jenkins, Philip. The Next Christendom: The Coming of Global Christianity. New York: Oxford
University Press, 2002. 270 pp.

Jenkinson, William, and Helene O’Sullivan, eds. Trends in Mission: Toward the 3rd
Millennium. Essays in Celebration of Twenty-Five Years of SEDOS. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis,
1991.

Johnstone, Patrick. Operation World: The Day-by-Day Guide to Praying for the World. 5th ed.
Atlanta, GA: Presbyterian Church in America, 1993 [and later editions].

* Kaplan, Robert D. The Ends of the Earth: A Journey at the Dawn of the 21st Century. New
York: Random House, 1996. 476 pp.

Karliner, Joshua. The Corporate Planet: Ecology and Politics in the Age of Globalization. San
Francisco, CA: Sierra Club Books, 1997. 298 pp.

* Kennedy, Paul. Preparing for the Twenty-First Century. New York: Random House, 1993. 428
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* Kepel, Gilles. The Revenge of God: The Resurgence of Islam, Christianity, and Judaism in the
Modern World. University Park, PA: Pennsylvania State University Press, 1994. 215 pp.

* Klein, Naomi. No Logo: Taking Aim at the Brand Bullies. New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1999.
490 pp.

Knitter, Paul F. One Earth Many Religions: Multifaith Dialogue and Global Responsibility.
Maryknoll, NY: Orbis, 1995. 218 pp.

* Korten, David C. When Corporations Rule the World. West Hartford, CT: Kumarin Press, 1995.
374 pp.

* Kotkin, Joel. Tribes: How Race, Religion, and Identity Determine Success in the New Global
Economy. New York: Random House, 1992.

* King, Hans. Global Responsibility: In Search of a New World Ethic. New York: Crossroad,
1991. 158 pp.

Kuttner, Robert. Everything for Sale: The Virtues and Limits of Markets. New York: Alfred A.
Knopf, 1996. 410 pp.



Landes, David S. The Wealth and Poverty of Nations: Why Some are So Rich and Some So
Poor. New York: Norton, 1998. 650 pp.

Longworth, Richard C. Global Squeeze: The Coming Crisis for First-World Nations. New York:
NTC/Contemporary Publishing, 1998. 272 pp.

* Mander, Jerry, and Edward Goldsmith, eds. The Case Against the Global Economy: and for a
Turn toward the Local. San Francisco, CA: Sierra Club Books, 1996. 548 pp.

Maynard, Hermon Bryant. The Fourth Wave: Business in the 21st Century. San Francisco, CA:
Berrett-Koehler, 1993.

* McDonough, William, and Michael Braungart. Cradle to Cradle: Remaking the Way We Make
Things. New York: North Point Press, 2002. 193 pp.

McKaughan, Paul, Dellanna O’Brien, and William O’Brien. Choosing a Future for U.S.
Missions. Monrovia, CA: MARC, 1998. 114 pp.

* McKibben, Bill. The Age of Missing Information. New York: Penguin Books, 1992. 261 pp.

McKibben, Warwick J. Global Linkages: Macroeconomic Interdependence and Cooperation in
the World Economy. Washington, DC: Brookings Institution, 1991.

McLuhan, Marshall. The Global Village: Transformations in World Life and Media in the 21st
Century. Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press, 1989.

* Meeks, M. Douglas. God the Economist: The Doctrine of God and Political Economy.
Minneapolis, MN: Fortress, 1989.

* Meiring, Piet. Chronicle of the Truth Commission: A Journey through the Past and Present —
into the Future of South Africa. Vanderbijlpark, S. Africa: 1999. 379 pp.

Moe-Lobeda, Cynthia D. Healing a Broken World: Globalization and God. Minneapolis:
Fortress, 2002. 228 pp.

* Morgan, Elizabeth. Global Poverty and Personal Responsibility: Integrity through
Commitment. New York: Paulist Press, 1989.

Myers, Bryant L. The New Context of World Mission. Monrovia, CA: MARC, 1996. 61 pp.

* Myers, Bryant L. Walking with the Poor: Principles and Practices of Transformational
Development. Monrovia, CA: MARC, 1999. 288 pp.

* Myers, Bryant L., ed. Working with the Poor: New Insights and Learnings from Development
Practitioners. Monrovia, CA: MARC, 1999. 192 pp.

* Naisbitt, John. Global Paradox. New York: Avon Books, 1995. 392 pp.

Nance, John J. What Goes Up: The Global Assault on Our Atmosphere. New York: Morrow,
1991.

* Nurmberger, Klaus. Prosperity, Poverty and Pollution: Managing the Approaching Crisis.
London: Zed Books, 1999. 487 pp.



* Okure, Teresa, ed. To Cast Fire Upon the Earth: Bible and Mission Collaborating in Today’s
Multicultural Global Context. Pietermaritzburg, S. Africa: Cluster Publications, 2000. 248

pp.

* Orr, David W., and Marvin S. Soroos. The Global Predicament: Ecological Perspectives on
World Order. Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina Press, 1979.

Phillips, James M., and Robert T. Coote, eds. Toward the 21st Century in Christian Mission.
Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1993. 400 pp.

* Pipher, Mary. The Shelter of Each Other: Rebuilding Our Families. New York: Ballantine
Books, 1996. 282 pp.

* Pittman, Don A., Ruben L. F. Habito and Terry C. Muck, eds. Ministry & Theology in Global
Perspective: Contemporary Challenges for the Church. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1996. 524

pp.

* Postman, Neil. Technopoly: The Surrender of Culture to Technology. New York: Vintage Books,
1993. 222 pp.

* Ramphal, Shridath. Our Country, the Planet: Forging a Partnership for Survival. Washington,
DC: Island Press, 1992. 291 pp.

* Ray, Paul H. and Sherry Ruth Anderson. The Cultural Creatives: How 50 Million People are
Changing the World. New York: Three Rivers Press, 2000. 370 pp.

Reiss, Bob. The Coming Storm: Extreme Weather and Our Terrifying Future. New York:
Hyperion, 2001. 323 pp.

* Rhodes, Stephen A. Where the Nations Meet: The Church in a Multicultural World. Downers
Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1998. 240 pp.

Rifkin, Jeremy. The Age of Access: The New Culture of Hypercapitalism Where All of Life is a
Paid-For Experience. New York: Tarcher/Putnam, 2000. 312 pp.
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the world and the financial resources that could be released for this purpose.
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effectively.
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