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Nick DeGenova’s study does more than expose the poverty of intersectionality—

that sociological theory that posits the importance of considering race, class, and

gender and sexuality together as they interact with each other as independent

variables. It allows us to move from the most common and least correct criticism of

intersectionality, that it is a theory that contains class within a functionalist

sociological universe, to a much bolder contention. The contention is this: class

contains. It is class that contains the surplus, the commons, of race, gender and

sexuality. It is class that tames. This is because class is the category in capital that is

not, and it marks life, and energy, and matter, as limit. Of course, much of our own

Marxist analysis has had trouble with this limit, denying it either by filling it with

sociology, as Erik Olin Wright did for instance, or demanding of it utopian

transformation, as in the recent turns of Slavoj Zizek or Alain Badiou. But this

Marxist analysis is not true to Marx. For Marx, class contained.

How else really to interpret the class in itself and class for itself formula of Marx

himself? A class in itself is not yet something lived positively, but a class for itself is

already no longer livable and must be abolished. Rather than class being livable, we

might say it is impossible to live class positively and therefore politically. It is, as

Marx often reminded us, a relation of limit in the world and can only be lived

negatively, only lived as limit.

This is not to say that class is not a lived experience, but rather that it is always at

the same time an uninhabitable one. Or, to put this another way, we might compare

chains. The chains of chattel slavery needed to be broken so that life already in

chains, already there, could be liberated. But the chains of the proletariat contain no

such actuality, and instead hold back something that is not yet there, some

transformation of those in chains into some kind of new man. This is not the case for

abolition where on the contrary the man and woman are already there, restrained.
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It is for this reason that abolition of prisons today contains an important political

lesson. People do not need to be fixed, do not need to be changed. They need to be

freed. This is a point that Fred Moten and I make in the context now of this age of

governance, this age of policy where anyone who does not exhibit a willingness to

change, to improve, to submit oneself to a radical contingency cannot enter into the

kingdom of governance and must instead have policy applied to them, to fix them,

by those in governance. To be in governance is to display a set of articulated

interests that can be taken up and put to work, but it is also to display an indifference

to those interests, a pragmatism about them that suits the radically contingent

capitalism for which one is preening.

Class fixes. It is capital’s original policy. Just think of the kind of objection to

what I am saying that begins: but without class consciousness, race and even gender

can become mere nationalisms, counter-revolutionary even. What is the function of

class in this objection? It is nothing but policy. It is there to fix a racial

consciousness, or a gendered solidarity, or a sexual performance that left to its own

devices would be uncontainable. Class tames, and it does so in a way exactly the

opposite of its claim.

And here, intersectionality for all its stupidity as a sociological theory is onto

something. Class analysis wants to be the animation of race, of gender, and of

sexuality, and class analysis chafes at the equality of inputs posited by

intersectionality, which restrict its leadership in unwanted ways. But intersection-

ality knows more about class analysis than it knows about itself. Because what does

class analysis do but say to race, to gender, to sexuality: there is a limit? I am that

limit. And more than that, it says, I am a category like you. And class is a category.

It does have a limit. It is a limit relation. But race does not, nor gender, nor

sexuality, nor any number of expressions of sociality and subjectivity that we might

name. Their potential is to be beyond category. Their very quality is difference,

limitlessness.

Indeed, they are potentially limitless because they are always potentially

uncategorizable, always potentially not limit relations. It is ironically class analysis,

and more prosaically theories like intersectionality that prevent race from becoming

blackness for instance, or try to, as they would attempt to prevent gender from

becoming something like affective being or sexuality desirous performance. Freed

of the need to conform to an identity category, race has historically, through for

instance the black radical tradition as Cedric Robinson names it, produced its

revolutionary surplus, its common, its fugitive hideaways, regardless of race, though

never without regard for that history that is race. Queer performance similarly

cannot be trusted to contain itself but instead samples performance beyond its

category, leveraging performance everywhere. To insist on the need to read class

into different drag performances in different settings, whether in the service of class

analysis or sociology, is useful only to the extent that class precisely does not lead

but follows this performance as the drag, the limit, as that which must be overcome

for the performance to have an encore.

Sadly in this containment, class analysis repeats the policy prescription of

bourgeois sociology. The diagnosis in conventional Marxist circles is not enough

class consciousness, just as the diagnosis for Kennedy School policy hustlers has
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always been not enough bourgeois consciousness, whether in the form of no work

ethic, no family values, or no credit worthiness. Indeed, class analysis’s problem of

consciousness is nothing other than a problem of its own consciousness, as this

analysis is most evident in the bourgeois sphere. Because when one says race or

gender in the bourgeois sphere, one already says politics: the political threat of using

these terms, even in their categorical reductions, is already apparent. Not true for

class. The whole point of class as something positive is that it is only positive for

capital, which is to say it can exist in the bourgeois sphere without politics and

without threat. Race and gender, contrary to the false consciousness of class

analysis, cannot. Their elaboration is always potentially at odds with capital, even if

in practice differential inclusion is often possible, even desirable for capital. They

are positive principles of association, positive principles of elaboration even in the

bourgeois sphere, in a way that class can only be for capital. For itself, class cannot

be but must yield to associations of a positive nature. It is no wonder that race and

gender continue to cause more politics in the world than class, to the consternation

of the class analysts. If it needs to be stressed, and I hope at this point it does not,

this is not because class is not the dominant limit on life, but again because people

left to their own devices will try to make something positive out of their lives, and

for that purpose, people use positive categories, categories that can be exceeded,

developed, cultivated.

Finally, it is in this respect that Italian post-workerist thought holds out the

prospect of recognizing the dominance of class without class analysis, without

imagining that it is through class that life can be lived or worse, fixed. In its notion

of a flight from work, a refusal of work, we have a politics that can remind us that

class cannot be inhabited positively but instead must be vacated for what is already

going on, always going on. Flight and refusal in post-workerist thought, as

originally for the black radical tradition, do not imply the transformation of she who

flees into a life for herself and out of a life in herself. They imply, rather, that she

already has something worth holding on to, that she is fleeing with it in her arms,

that she is refusing to give it up, and at her heels is capital brandishing the wicked

limit of class. She does not need to be fixed. She has something valuable in her arms

already, on her arms, in her armory. She may have blackness, sexuality, something

she is elaborating on the run, with others, and for them class is common only as the

enemy. What Nick DeGenova’s study evokes is how that enemy can be exposed as

not just class, but class analysis.

Comment on DeGenova’s ‘‘Management of Quality’’ 281

123


	Singapore Management University
	Institutional Knowledge at Singapore Management University
	5-2010

	Comment on DeGenova's "Management of Quality": Flight of the unfixed
	Stefano HARNEY
	Citation


	Comment on DeGenova’s ‘‘Management of Quality’’
	Flight of the unfixed



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (ISO Coated v2 300% \050ECI\051)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Perceptual
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 149
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 149
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 599
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /DEU <>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [595.276 841.890]
>> setpagedevice


