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The CORP 2018 brief of 'Expanding Cities — DimiighSpace' rests on the unassailable credo in techno-
fixes. The argument here is that while technolodiase always influenced urban change, cities have
evolved with techno-fixes in combination with maotyer development processes. As evidence shows that
with globalisation development has become more emlgvdistributed in urban space what matters is
whether techno-fixes are contributing or allevigtimeven spatial and social justice and urban tyuafi

life.
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1 “CITIES ARE GROWING” — ROLE OF TECHNO-FIXES

Regarding urban dynamics, CORP2018 affirms thaescire always expanding - sideways, upward,
downward, and in use over time — by attracting emcentrating people hungry for more space. Inwest
they are encroaching on assumed precious courgrysithg above their ecological footprint by consing
more than their fair share of finite resources potiuting the environment. Indeed, population isvidig
urban growth with 3.3 billion people living in @8 in 2014 (54%) expanding to 5 billion by 2030%§6
Under pressure city managers are looking for dfeonh fixes: punitive, such as traffic congestiomrgfing,

or divisive, such as attributing more road spacthéostrongest lobbies. For planners though a kegtipn

is whether there is a pathological threshold otepgime concentrations in cities.

CORP18 also affirms that retreat — probably meashminkage - and regeneration areas are gettinjesma
with the contribution of short lifespans of certaypes of modern buildings. What is not mentionedl b
matters for urban quality of life is the pressuretbe public realm and open spaces inside citias, td
speculative activities generated by rising land praperty values, in turn driven by more usershef ¢ity -
residents, workers, visitors. but equally imporiaridy remote investors, financiers, real estateperty
owners, landlords.

Help is claimed to be at hand. The 'smart citybidgy states that technologies can fix urban probland
control urban activities. CORP2018 confirms thaty "means of information and communications
technologies cities are transformed into smartmeyas designed to work perfectly to create a highdard
output in terms of knowledge, carbon footprint, iifipband logistics, big data, etc." A critical iss is what
role techno-fixes are playing in the productionn@freasingly privatised, non convivial spaces.

It is worth remembering that, in the past, techmed have not reduced physical-material urban desian
and, contrary to expectations, have often led ®irtigrowth. For example, the introduction of mass
international telecommunications technology in #@60s had increased - not reduced - face to face
interaction, thus contributed to expanding trantgimm, including transatlantic flights. Currenthao-fixes

— including 'smart city approaches' — may well ioyar urban efficiency and profitability, but at acesb
price which has not been factored into the equafon example, Alistair Bathgate, the leader ofeBRrism,

a software company which substitutes human labathr rebots rejects ‘robo-geddon’, but his refereiace
RWE-Npower where 2 managers suffice to overseer806ts carrying out the work of 600 dismissed full
time staff seems to contradict his optimistic vi@w.

! CORP2018 Conference Topics

Cities are growing. Retreat and regeneration aaeasgetting smaller. This brings along enormoudiehges and
threats. At the same time there are unprecedeatbthdlogies that might help solve the issues.

Can “Smart Technologies” and “Smart Cities” be dmswer on how to handle the challenges of urbawtyf®

What is the role of urban planning in those higtiyypamic developments? Let us discuss these issiREAL CORP
2018!

2 United Nations Population Fund.

% Evening Standard, Business interview with AlasBsithgate, CEO of Blue Prism
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2 'SMART CITY'": DEFINITIONS AND STRATEGIES

Smart cities, initially promoted by ICT corporat&grspread throughout the world, although defingianh
'smart city' vary widely, ranging from narrow fooos infrastructure to enabling citizens and comriesito
act smarter. One 'smart city' definition closehte smart city market' promoters has been devigdd@. *

"A smart sustainable city is an innovative cityttbaes information and communication technologi€3 €)
and other means to improve quality of life, effratg of urban operation and services, and compefigss,
while ensuring that it meets the needs of preseditfature generations with respect to economiciasend
environmental aspects.”

'Smart cities' became almost interchangeable edth-tities’ when the latter resorted to the techno-approach
of 'smart cities'. A differentiated definition of@cities arose from a global survey of 79 eccesitivhich
identified their common features as they shiftednfrconceptual experiments to practice-led projects
embedded in policy. Subsequently, the Internatidf@d-City Initiative quantified eco-city policiemna
technological implementations by developing anchgiseco-city indicators, standards and framewdrks.
Based on the analysis of 170 eco-city initiativéeirt Bellagio report evaluated their international
effectiveness as a measure of 'sustainable urbamisdesk appraisal of eco-cities and smart citiedsia
identified communalities and diversities of concggbicultural, eco-design, and eco-innovation pecand
practices and concluded that quality of life reredirthe essential criterion of sustainabifitAnother
comparative analysis explored transferable lessimgit eco-cities between Europe and CRidaustin
Williams goes as far as discarding any attemptefinithg eco-cities or smart cities in China, altbihe
uses the terms to analyse China's recent urbariopevent processes with focus on China's use ofd@d
other advanced technologies in urban developffent.

The stance here is that planning and urban developare not led just by physical or technical divieut

are interdependent with citizen interventions. dt deyond the scope of this short position paper to
verify/falsify the quantitative part played by IGQTurban development, management and uSalgstead the
paper refers to the IEEE mod€lgo illustrate a mainstream techno-perspective rodrs cities in urban
development which also acknowledges citizen demaBegond that, it selects two opposing standpoants,
theoretical-ideological-formal non-techno-fix oneveloped in 'The Robust Cityand a pro-techno-fix one

* Definition of 'smart city by ITU (International Tetommunication Union), a United Nations specialiagéncy for
information and communication technologies. . Wtpyw.itu.int/en/ITUT/focusgroups/ssc/Pages/defasipx

® The original definition of ecocity was coined bicRard Register:

“ -An ecologically healthy human settlement modetedthe self-sustaining resilient structure andcfiom of natural
ecosystems and living organisms

- An entity that includes its inhabitants and thegplogical impacts

- A subsystem of the ecosystems of which it is panf its watershed, bioregion, and ultimatelytlu planet

- A subsystem of the regional, national and woddremic system.http://www.ecocitybuilders.org/why-ecocities/the-
solution/ecocity-definition/

Richard Register, 1987, Ecocity Berkeley: Buildi@gies for a Healthy Future, North Atlantic Booksith definition
of ‘ecocity

6 Already in 2009 eco-cities were occurring globdliyt remained locally divers&imon Joss, Eco-Cities — a global
survey 2009, governance and sustainability. 20it@rmational Eco-Cities Initiative. Westminster Wanisity.

" Simon Jost (ed).Tomorrow's city today, eco-citgigators, standards and frameworks, Bellagio cemiez report
2012. International Eco-Cities Initiative. Univeysof Westminster

8 Judith Ryser. 2013. Asian Eco-Cities, a critique.RuaturArc, the voice of green architecture in Astarch-April 2013, | Volume
29.

° Judith Ryser, 2013, Eco-cities in Action, sustairaddvelopment in Europe: lessons for and from ChinaBU-Asia Dialogue,
Sharing European and Asian Best Practices and Exmas. 2014. Konrad Adenauer Stiftung. .

10 Austin Williams, China's Urban Revolution, 20 Rbutledge

* As an indication, the then DTI (UK Department ofadie and Industry, estimated the global market fioars city
solutions and additional services required to deplahem at US$ 408 bn. by 2020.
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/updaitiachment_data/file/249423/bi$311217 Ismartcity Imar
ket lopportuntiesiuk.pdf

12 |nstitute of Electrical and Electronics Enginedttsp:/smartcities.ieee.org

13 Tony Hall. The Robust City, 2017, Routledge
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based on 'China's Urban Revoluti8itb discuss the contribution of technology to urlaewelopment and
how it relates to other planning considerations @tigens' aspirations.

3 |EEE MODELS

Without entering into their technological detaifstive IEEE modefS what needs mentioning is that the ICT
trends identified by IEEE aim to support urban tiorts, such as infrastructure monitoring, act askbanes
of digital media enterprises, household securittywéde transportation monitoring, etc. All thatguéres
ICT infrastructure ranging from low bandwidth wieet technologies for free citywide services to cheted
fibre optics for backbone needs. The IEEE papeibates little attention to issues of data secushd
privacy when publicly collected information is madeailable to third (mainly private) parties, whigh
IEEE's way to engage citizens but intends to dél security, privacy and environmental sustairigbit a
later stage.

Technology aspects

Human aspects Institutional aspects

Figure 1. Smart cities as complex ecosystems.

Dia 1. IEEE, Smart Cities As Complex Ecosystems. Gaurttps://smartcities.ieee.org/articles-publimasi html

Dia 2 IEEE: Technological ecosystems, player gro@psirce: https://smartcities.ieee.org/articleslipations.html

4 Austin Williams. China's Urban Revolution, undarsling Chinese eco-cities, 2017, Bloomsbury
> Rodger Lea, Smart Cities" An Overview of the Tembgy Trends Driving Smart Cities, March 2017, |EEE
https://lwww.ieee.org/publications_standards/pulilices/periodicals/ieee-smart-cities-trend-paper72pdf
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The model shows the concept of 'smart city as cem@cosystems' consisting of three overlapping
components: technology aspects (sensing, actuaiigtgyorking, data analytics, etc), institutionapests
(urban planning, communities, governance, etc), laohan aspects (education and governance, social
capital, lifestyle, etc). Neither culture nor emriment figure in this concept of the 'smart cityrked.

CORP2018 mentions that "sometimes the impressievajis that technology is seen as a self-purpddes’.
interests of ICT corporations are clearly underjpignthe IEEE models. This is usefully related tges-
political shift from industrial to managerial andreently financial capitalisrt. It is worth considering that
financing has become an inherent part of many ¢ll@acorporations.

The IEEE emphasis lies on technology. The diagraithe 'technological ecosystem in smart citiesiows
the key five players: IT, telecom, energy & infrasture, automation & building control and goveroan
Human and institutional aspects - assessed in itpiardé and qualitative metrics - are seen to &ssis
creating value for the entire ecosystem in terméirancial values, quality of life, health, educatiand
time.

Increasing level of abstraction

Dia 3 IEEE: Smart Cities: major standards bodieslived. Source: https://smartcities.ieee.org/arsigiablications.html

A key issue is standardisation to facilitate inps@bility of all these ICTs and data sets colldtedn a
wide variety of sources. Standards are seen to tsnamwption of new technologies and to provideuatad
framework for city authorities and practitionersod@dination and standard provision are taking plate
three levels: strategic, process and technicaicdtors for city services and quality of life areoyiding
guidance to city leadership for strategic sustdmalevelopment of communities. Standards for priogur
and managing smart city projects and activitiesaggasting cities in adopting smart city technaésgiAt the
technical level, information technology standarde aset for smart city ICT reference frameworks and
indicators related to smart city infrastructure adeeThe diagram shows the main international standa
bodies operating in these three domains.

4 "ARE 'SMART CITIES' THE SOLUTION OR PART OF THE PRO BLEM OF CONTINUOUS
URBANISATION AROUND THE GLOBE?"

The techno-fix lobby is convinced that electroniamagement and monitoring of cities will fix all arb
dysfunctions and may be able to contain the urbdinis process. In reality, techno-fixes are at besteans
to specific ends to improve urban conditions faizens. Yet, they are often used as tools to aehathier
goals, such as surveillance and centralised cootrotban activities. The 'smart city' approachdmiurban
development strategies mainly on techno-fixes,uidiclg those emanating from supply side motivations,
ranging from sectoral material gains to ideologisastulates. No matter how 'smart cities' arengefior

® For a concise account of these structural shiftwiorld economies, see Liem Hoang Ngoc, Les Theories
Economiques, petit manuel heterodoxe, 2017, Laudésp
" Rodger Lea, Smart Cities", op.cit
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what magic ICT toolboxes they are applying, theyehaot proven to be a panacea for solving all urban
problems.

4.1 Management of continuous urbanisation beyond smatities

It may be easy to be mesmerised by the many adeatechinologies which are being applied to urban
development, but other interventions besides tedixwes play a part in the control and management of
urbanisation. In democratic societies, accountghiti the citizenry is key to the development psscand
the legitimacy of its control. Accountability isated in the political decision making apparatusbedued in
turn in institutions which comprise planning. Instltontext planning is political as it is subjectedthe
political apparatus empowered to devise planningsland regulations. Therefore, the issue of magagin
continuous urbanisation cannot be reduced to tlesofdsmart cities'.

Long term strategies of urban change have to aslqresblems beyond short-term techno-fixes, not only
because they are taking a long time to implemen& idemocratic context, but they have to negotiate
assumptions regarding the wants and desires ofefuity dwellers who are notoriously diverse, meezo
with changing minds about their livelihood influec by circumstances mostly outside their control.
Holistic solutions for longer term urban futures a long standing ex ante aspiration of planneys. B
definition such solutions are impossible to vedfyainst the 'hic-et-nunc' reality. Strategic plagrs at best
speculative, albeit guided by rational arguments supported by empirical measures resting on angst
‘evidence base'.

4.2 Techno-fix-less urban growth
Some planning positions omit techno-fixes altogethe

An example is 'The Robust City' Discarding democratic political realities and ingtonal constraints it
builds on the premise that urban form is more derdlhan anything else in cities and therefore thst b
guiding principle of urban development. Inspired thye formal ideas of garden cities, this mainly two
dimensional vision of concentric city growth focaism housing, supports unrestricted use of theawivar
and proposes large amounts of 'green' areas awveeder future infrastructure location. Howeverist
techno-fix free alternative is not convincing asitaire of sustainable cities.

R
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Dia 4 Ideal-type city model based on urban fornsigleed by Tony Hall in The Robust City, 2017, Rougked

8 Tony Hall The Robust City, 2017, Routledge
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4.3 Pragmatic view of smart city solutions for ultra-rapid urbanisation

Austin William's position is that contemporary posgls for future urban betterment - techno fixewels as
utopian dreams — have to be mapped or integratea emisting material space-time and evaluated
accordingly. His understanding of Chinese eco<itie smart cities which he does not feel need itgfiis
based on the current stage of China's urban reenlutie acknowledges that sheer economic growth had
been underpinning physical urban development uetiently. Having reached enormous progress in
economic wellbeing of Chinese society and facimgcstiral change with ensuing slow down of this gilgw
the Chinese have started to incorporate ecologmasiderations in their urban development stratedi®
enthusiast of environmental design his view is thi@s strategic reorientation is not motivated by
environmental concerns but expresses a pragmatiorsgment of global trends towards sustainabibty t
attract inward investment. Even rather insufficiemasures against urban air pollution are seemis t
perspective.

He reviews a wide range of eco-cities - interchabgewith 'smart cities' - which have recently egaer all
over China, how China uses ICTs and other advatedthologies in urban development, and what role
global ICT corporations and international desigteriests are playing. Among the many urban expeitsnen
figure also 'failed' attempts at 'smart developmere acknowledges that the pace and type of such
developments conceived to overcome nature wadtéed by a centralised political regime, therefoot
easily comparable with sustainable developmentdisee. He embraces the many techno-fixes to which
China's urban revolution has resorted and sees #seopportunities for China's future economic egpan
based on more R&D and innovative, higher value dda®ducts, for example in the field of renewable
energy generation.

4.4 Tianjin Eco-city

Dia 5 Tianjin Eco-city vision; source: Tianjin meipal government. http://www.kurzweilai.net/chineseve-to-their-eco-city-of-
the-future

The Sino-Singapore Tianjin Eco-city project coneeivas a Low Carbon Living Lab (LCLL) is quite tyaic
for Chinese eco-cities in the way it resorts tdtexfix contributions a self-drive electric carraftructure
functioning in a normal traffic system by GM; a le@mergy lighting system by Philips; a self emptying
rubbish disposal system by Envac Sweden; governmeitdings collecting rainwater for reuse, being
powered by geothermal energy, having window shaittdrich move with light and being heated with solar
energy. Overall Tianjin is expected to derive 28fepergy utilisation from renewable sources40% less
energy consumed compared with similar building€63@cycled materials used in building construction.
Tianjin gained several 'green’ awards.
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4.5 “Unprecedented technologies: smart technologies, st cities”

From these few examples of 'smart urban developntdaatnot possible to identify which technologias
relevant to urban development, management andisaisiizty in the short or the long term. Most proha
their importance may change over time while furttewhnological innovations are joining them. While
'smart technologies' include monitoring systemg,daita, data analytics, sensors, satellites, cestogcords
management systems (CRM), intelligent transpomatgystems (ITS), ICT monitoring and control
instruments for use of utilities, networking andnoounications, cloud computing, low power WAN
technologies, 3/4G, open data made available &@ fry cities and other public sector agencies azglym
more. Others are in the pipeline and will alsouafice urban development, although their impact avoul
have to be monitored, analysed and assessed ancarth in use. Among those directly influencingaurb
life are robotics, artificial intelligence, dronekjverless electric cars, cyber physical syste@GRS), 5G, the
Internet of Things (IoT) and edge computing. Thaalty of many of these technologies should be kept
mind. A power cut, a network failure, hackers stgedata can jeopardise bring whole systems anbri
them to a standstill.

Despite diverse uses of 'smart technologies angtlwoliew of cities will have to take off from tHis-state’,
regardless of how unevenly understood and intexgdrétmay be. Moreover, it has to rely on inconmg)et
imperfect and out of date empirical 'facts' on whto build urban change. These constraints progide
temporary real world context for the contributimfssmart technologies' and how they may help adé
urban development and sustainable urban living.

5 *“WHAT ABOUT PEOPLE LIVING IN THE CITY?”

The techno-fix agencies tend to conceive and usplpeessentially as sources to advance their smart
technologies. They are monitoring their behavidtgrowithout their knowledge and using the obseovest
mainly without their consent as inputs to big d#EEE" concludes that companies capable of tapping into
this source of information reap advantage throuifardntiation.

5.1 Techno-fix notion of citizen engagement

IEEE assesses cities according to commercial exitenereby comprehensive citizen engagement stesteg
would establish a closer dialogue between citizand their cities to reap benefits from citizens and
collective wisdom of the urban community. IEEE ddess citizen engagement as a complementary aspect
of smart cities. However, citizen engagement isagegh with the ICT industry's reliance on smart city
techno-data gathering and management. Harnessesg technologies provides the opportunity for teehn
fix providers to tap into the collective intelliges of cities, and partly understand what citizemerkers,
businesses, tourists etc.) do and need in théir ldzes in cities. In its overview of technologyhallenges
and enablers of the smart city market IEEE isrigstihe following innovative tools to communicatettwi
citizens: phone-in reporting possibilities, hackettf, events with developers and crowdsourcing dadétia
from citizens. Alternatively, the EU is promoting-design and user-centric processes for advanced
technology service®.IEEE, the EU and other techno-fix promoting agesdielieve that such connections
between techno-providers and citizens are contrigub citizen empowerment to improve their dailes.

5.2 Where are the citizens in other planning and devefament models?

Citizens as active users and contributors to cdiesot fair much better in the form based 'The lRoICity"
scenario evoked above. They figure merely as atist@nomic and social forces to make the poirttttiex
proposed physical city structure is best able tooswnodate the noticeable changes these forces are
undergoing over the long term. Citizens in the ResgRepublic of China are equally insignificanttive
civilising mission of the state. In its laudablerguit of lifting the Chinese population out of poyealso in
remote areas the state is resorting to macro-edenstmategies with little concern for local impa@sd
supports techno-fix based practices without seelsgy consent.

This paper takes a more humanistic stance and atbaewhat matters in equal importance with atilén
survival strategies are subjective, emotional eoldgical standpoints as an important part ofueiftand

19 |EEE: Institute of Electrical and Electronics Emegrs, http://smartcities.ieee.org
%0 @.g. European Union's citizen city project, Therkatplace of the European innovation partnership-ECC on
smart cities and communities aims to match teclmeelutions with projects http://ec.europa.eu/sipartcities/
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non material reality, besides rational 'objectfaets. Urban change fixers who are discarding threay well
end up in disappointment, at least in countriesrevisecial movements have some clout. The premiseifie
that urban technologies are only one element adirudhange, and behavioural, socio-cultural, ecocaliyi
aspirational dimensions are of equal weight ingfarming cities into more liveable, accessible haothan-
oriented places.

Are people willing to be tied into a 'there-is-niiv@r-way' techno-fix environment without their saybeing
labelled off as technophobes? Are there viable-tieoir' alternatives which are less ephemeral assl le
resource consuming, with users exercising greatectdcontrol over them? Why should people not hinee
right to choose an alternative, more sustainablg ofalife based on the preservation of non-renewabl
resources and careful use of renewable ones, fdausguality of life rather than accumulation oftaréal
goods, convivial urbanity rather than neck-breakoognpetitiveness? Are cities not about for and abou
people and their quality of life? Saskia Sassenewmdke case for diversity to preserve urban innowat
capacity which depends on cohabitation betweepdieerful and the powerless in a cosmopolitan whble.

Why are there suspicions about the techno-fix wuaiilth its supply generated push to consumptioninits
built redundancy philosophy, its practice of creatdestruction, its ambiguity between overt andecov
agendas, its oligopolistic critical mass, its ditttansparent power structure, its use of commnlesei@ecy to
protect its links with the political establishmemhy should the only model of urban living rely bimary
opposites, either or, instead of and-or? The Clhapté'How to Mobilise Cooperation between "Top-Down
(techno-neo-liberal economy driven) and 'Bottom-{ipiman and collectivity driven) Urban Change is
making the case for synergy between a wide ranggppfoaches to urban regeneration and development
which combines techno-fixes with other modus opeit&n

There is a lot of frustration among the urban pubbout their built environment, access to it arabitity
through it. Lack of openness, be it between thehtte-fixers' and the public or the politicians athe
citizens is creating mistrust and frustration. Thego choose to move to the margin of urban socety
and remain few and far between, but other reaci@oesife, such as withdrawal from material intctwal
reality of social media and techno-gadget basedmamtation.

6 “HOW TO DESIGN SAFE, LIVEABLE, HEALTHY PLACES TO LI VE?”

Perhaps the first question should be: who is swgghoauthorised or legitimised to design (and baihd
manage) liveable healthy places to live? Therenaaay competing contenders: planners, urban designer
architects, neighbourhood communities, individuatsl also the techno-fixers. Due to their positidn o
strength developers, land-owners, financiers dentarithve their say as well. This leaves the udbes,
citizens in a weak position. At best they are dblget hold of a piece of land on which to desigd bauild
their own homes. The North Amsterdam experiencich an example, very limited in numbers and scope,
although it has produced interesting innovativeitusonal and realisation solutions rather thasige or
techno one& Similar governance and co-design innovations heeen developed and applied in Antwerp,
while in Brussels area based 'contrats de qudr(ieghbourhood contracts) were offered to res&lembe
able to remain in the Canal area also after reg¢ioer

Perhaps as important as techno-fixes are innovatibigovernance practices to achieve urban devedlopm
fit for the 2F' century able to satisfy citizen expectations. Wrigavernance, akin to national governance
consists of vertically integrated decision makitgigtures: political or other power-based siloshwiiteir
self-interests. They may explain the paucity oégnated undertakings, be it in planning, urbangesi or
anything else claiming to deal with society as aMhNevertheless, the complexity of contemporatigs
requires some division of labour. The 'is-statedigided and competitive instead of cooperative and

Zhttp://theconversation.com/investment-in-urban-kedn-the-rise-we-need-to-know-who-owns-our-cié&185, 6
August 2016. Investment in urban land is on the riswe need to know who owns our cities. Saskiae3asThe
Conversation.

22 Judith Ryser & Milena Ivkovic (eds). Urban Chalies, an alternative approach. 2018 (forthcomingap®er 3 by
Judith Ryser, How to Mobilise Cooperation BetweBop-Down' and '‘Bottom-Up' Urban Change? ChapteegilRnt
and inclusive urban change by Andries Geerse 78karGuschl.

%3 |socarp congress 2015, Workshop on alternativeldpment in North Amsterdam curated by the Paktmigweijer
NGO. Proceedings CD published by Isocarp. www.igncag
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consensus building. The challenge of holistic urbdamelopment is how to get from here to there: how
holistic aspirations can be democratically corralbed. Governance innovation is just as important fo
successful inclusive and participatory urban dgwalent than any techno-fixes which have clearlyrthei
place but need to be integrated into the contertltdér demands and priorities. Planning has clearbyle to
play in this urban dynamic. It is important thoughacknowledge the limitations of planning and ressder

to role of planning in a world of rapidly changitgchnical as well as societal circumstances whieh a
constantly reshaping cities.

Unfortunately, economic concerns, underpinning &ls® techno-fix industries, are overshadowing the
environmental and social dimensions of balancethswble urban development. They are not only &ffgc
urban policies but also the monitoring and evatuathethods. This means that the true dysfunctibssiah
economy dominated policies are hard to come byheg &re rarely incorporated at their proper weight
evidence base research. Equally unfortunate isotieervation that little seems to be learnt fromt pas
mistakes. Neither are ready-made sound bites alhticexamined and adjusted in the light of patent
discrepancies with reality. For example there i®ewniolence of the constantly advocated trickle deffact

of investing in the strongest sectors; quite theerge it leads to increasing social and spatichrsation
instead.

A spatial example is how urban policies are payipeservice to the merits of the public realm amsl i
importance in fostering urban life of congregatiand conviviality, but tend to give in to speculativ
pressures. When land and property prices are risfhgenced by greater and more intensified ustnefcity
by residents, workers, visitors, but also due wesgtors, financiers, real estate property ownarg]lbrds,
developers are demanding to privatise the pubithreand thus reducing public open spaces in tlyefait
all to use freely. Even if they are made accessibkome ways, privatised open spaces are cordralhel
restricted by private interests and defy the notibthe urban commons.

7 IN LIEU OF CONCLUSION

This paper discussed the role of techno-fixes Ibanrdevelopment and the impact on planning andleelbp
leads to the following questions:

¢ What role does techno-fix play in such urban ch&nge

« What role is there for urban planning and how dibeslate to techno-fixes in a highly dynamic
development culture driven by the neo-liberal ecoy®

* What urban places will such a symbiosis betweemnwegited planning and techno-fixes produce and
will they be safe, healthy and liveable?

Innovative technology has always contributed toanrdevelopment and change and has been a driver for
improved liveability. What matters for ICTs and &mrcity' techno-fixes as well as their users & they are
universally accessible and facilitating urban lginThis means diverse solutions, including decéséad
ones which local communities can run themselvesr& are many exciting examples of mobile telephinny
remote regions of sub-Saharan Africa. In Europe,dity of Stockholm has installed, owns, manages an
rents out a 'grey fibre' network throughout theamrlregion early on, making communication services
accessible to all users geographically and availabl all ICT service providers as communication
infrastructure.
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