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The Function and Meaning of “You NP” in
“You NP-VP” Structure:

From The Perspective of Comparison With Auxiliary

\erb

HE Qiulin

This study was to investigate the structure of "You NP-VP" from the perspective of comparison
with auxiliary verb. It tried to determine the syntactic and semantic features of “You NP" in the
structure. Semantically, "You NP" can be used as auxiliary verb to express the speaker's judgment
and attitude, which is so-called modal meaning. Therefore, it seemed that "You NP" can be
regarded as modality. But syntactically, compared with true modality which was auxiliary verb,
"You NP" showed very different characteristics. From this point of view, it was difficult to think of
"You NP" as modality. Through the comparison of "You NP" and auxiliary verb in syntactic and

semantic features, "You NP" was defined as semi-modality.
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