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Regional Structure of Agriculture in the Kanto District

Shozo YAMAMOTO, Hiroaki AKIMOTO and Yuji MURAYAMA

In this paper, an attempt is made to clarify the regional structure of agriculture in the
Kanto district by employing the multivariate analysis. 26 variables concerning to the regional
attributes of the agriculture and 1,756 unit areas in Kanto are selected as the data. Then the
factor analysis is applied to the geographical matrix of 1,756 rows and 26 columns.

As a result, seven factors are derived: importance of agriculture (Factor 1), contrast bet-
ween cultivation of rice and that of vegetables, fruits and flowers (Factor 2), stock farming
(Factor 3), industrial crops (Factor 4), part-time farming with rice production (Factor 5),
traditional dry field farming (Factor 6), and agricultural equipments (Factor 7). Then the
regional taxonomy in Kanto is derived by applying the cluster analysis to the factor score
matrix of 1,756 rows and 7 columns. Figure 10 is the schematic representation of the agri-
cultural classification of the Kanto district. This figure indicates that this region is grasped
by the two structures, the concentric structure surrounding Tokyo and the east-west structure
as a whole. The former is formed by the rapid urbanization and the latter by the physical

and historical conditions.
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