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The Land Use as a Manifestation of
Urbanization and Agricultural Modernization
in Hasaki-machi, Ibaraki Prefecture

Shozo YAMAMOTO, Takehiro MORIMOTO, Hideya ISHII and Katsuhiko NEDA

This study analyzes chronological patterns of the land use in Hasaki-machi, Ibaraki Pre-
fecture, to identify the landscape manifestation of urbanization and agricultural modernization.
Being located on sandy soil, Hasaki-machi had traditionally been characterized by the produc-
tion of such non-paddy crops as sweet potatoes and wheat. The development of Kashima
Industrial District since the late 1960s, however, has lead to the urbanization of this area. The
large-scale development offered opportunities for employment and agricultural modernization.
The land use patterns, as a result, has been rapidly transformed.

Like other area of rapid development, Hasaki-machi juxtaposes intensive and extensive
land use. The extensively used land includes socially created fallows. The transformation
processes differ regionally because of the different conditions of land, urbanization, newly in-
troduced agriculture, traditional industry, law, and labor force. Farmers are now seeking the
alternative and productive use of the fallows, which were created in the process of urbaniza-
tion and agricultural modernization.
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