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Unwavering Fortitude as Proof:
Through Analyzing Life-story of the Hemophiliac with HIV

ABSTRACT

In the early-1980s, contaminated blood products caused the AIDS disaster in Ja-
pan. Almost 30% of the hemophiliac population was infected with HIV. Many hemo-
philiacs developed AIDS and died due to the absence of effective treatments for HIV
at that time.

Mr. Op (anonymized name) is a hemophiliac with HIV. He is one of the sufferers
and survivors. In the mid-1990s he developed AIDS and was hospitalized for approxi-
mately 100 days. He has made a commitment to improving HIV medical care since his
discharge from the hospital. He has demonstrated an unwavering posture to his com-
rades. The aim of this paper is to examine how he has shaped his fortitude in the light
of his life-story.

When Mr. Op developed AIDS, he was forced to be sharply conscious of his own
death. Then many hemophiliacs with HIV and families of suffers went to the hospital
to see him. He was very glad that they visited and he thought that he was saved from
death by their expressions of sympathy. He has hoped to reciprocate their courtesy and
support his comrades in return. Therefore he has continued exerting great efforts to
support them.

Key Words: AIDS disaster (HIV contaminated blood incident), hemophilia, life-story



