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Parts of this presentation are derived from 
“Open Textbooks: Access, Affordability, and 
Academic Success” by David Ernst, licensed 
under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 

International license. 

Except where otherwise noted, this work by 
Cheryl Cuillier is also licensed under CC BY 4.0.

https://www.slideshare.net/djernst
http://www.cehd.umn.edu/people/david/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


OER = free + 
freedom to
do the 5 R’s

• Retain
• Reuse
• Revise
• Remix
• Redistribute

http://opencontent.org/definition 

This image by starfishmonkey0 is 
in the public domain on Pixabay.

https://pixabay.com/en/open-neon-sign-lights-night-2019937/
https://pixabay.com/en/users/starfishmonkey0-4399364/


Photos by Aengus Anderson / graphic design by Marty Taylor / University of Arizona Libraries

$650,000+
saved with OER at UA in 2.5 years



1) OER? Never heard of it
2) Quality is questionable
3) Too hard to find
4) Too much work to redo my course
5) Too hard to customize/create OER 
6) Nothing for my course
7) Not enough ancillaries 
8) OER infringe on faculty’s academic freedom
9) OER won’t help me get tenure

10) Campus store won’t cooperate
11) Copyright & Creative Commons licenses confusing
12) If students save $ on textbooks, they’ll spend it on beer

Top 12 objections



Hurdle #1: 

Lack of 

awareness



• Open Textbook Workshops 
for faculty (paying $200 
stipends + free lunch)

• Visits to departments with 
list of subject-specific OER 
options and OER 101 
handout

• Joint presentations with 
UA BookStores

• OER Action Committee and 
listserv

• 2017 Open Education 
Month events

• Open Textbook 
Workshop for faculty 
(without stipends)
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Raising OER awareness @ the UA



Hurdle #2: 

The question 

of quality



Source: Babson survey, 2017



www.insidehighered.com/news/2017/10/23/nursing-textbook-pulled-over-stereotypes 



OpenStax 2nd editions

https://openstax.org/subjects



Formal peer 
review + 

new 
editions

High-
quality 
design 

“Oh, it’s a 
real 

textbook”
!

Show & tell

Photo by Aengus Anderson / University of Arizona Libraries





www.oercommons.org

https://www.merlot.org



http://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks



www.coolfored.org/courseshowcase.html



Hurdles #3-5: 

“It’s too 

difficult”



www.insidehighered.com/digital-learning/views/2018/02/07/open-
educational-resources-offer-exciting-possibilities-though



Where to find open textbooks



http://oer.arizona.edu
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http://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/
Discovery.aspx



http://new.library.arizona.edu



Incentives & initiatives



Help customizing/creating OER



Hurdles #6-7: 

“Nothing is

available”



https://openstax.org/details/books/college-physics



https://openstax.org/details/books/college-physics

Optional add-ons



https://sparcopen.org/news/2018/open-textbooks-fy18



www.merlot.org/merlot/index.htm

Mega-search tools

https://mason.deepwebaccess.com/mason__MasonLibrariesOpenEducationResources_5f4/ 
desktop/en/search.html



Hurdle #8: 

Academic

freedom

concerns



Background image: “Free Texture #65” by Brenda Clarke is licensed under CC BY 4.0

My message to faculty:

“ You have complete 

academic freedom to 

choose the best course 

materials. You’re the 

subject-matter expert.”

https://www.flickr.com/photos/brenda-starr/4428398019/in/photolist-7KjGrZ-89CNC1-7H6kAd-9Dbn65-6je817-5qfMYM-7KJB11-7Qnqmi-9Gaj1t-9QoPCA-7QqHQU-9CmeYp-9nSo7Y-bkPtQz-8WbB8x-6mzV5d-8XgKgm-8JTsby-9tLTTa-9hDrmR-9EYG1W-7PqnhL-8JP7Bp-8XXR4j-8KkwFf-6hn1fM-7QCmZ7-9q9yDy-8WqD5u-gG8J1x-8XV8fk-7TnVqu-8TkfTT-6hjNiM-7Jc27G-8TkcGT-7PnD9k-8XH7Gs-83xnTQ-7PrDNL-7RtPVQ-bkPtYT-7Sg2zW-99kuc9-8XdGfv-8zSMnC-83g9wU-7TMq3t-6efkpj-7SoUNVB
https://www.flickr.com/photos/brenda-starr/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Hurdle #9: 

Tenure 

concerns



Hurdle #10: 

Campus store

concerns



The real money makers

Photos by Cheryl Cuillier, CC0 license

Clinique makeup counter 
& Wildcat gear

https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/public-domain/cc0/


Source: UA BookStores’ textbook portal for students



Hurdle #11: 

Confusion over

copyright &

Creative Commons



www.onlinelearningsurvey.com/reports/openingthetextbook2017.pdf

Source: Babson survey, 2017



Creative Commons licenses

All Rights
Reserved

Some Rights
Reserved



Hurdle #12: 

The beer-money 

argument





Source: Institute for College Access & Success, https://ticas.org/print/posd/state_data/2017/az#overlay

Debt at Arizona public universities

Other good data to cite:
• Your Financial Aid Office’s annual estimate for books & supplies 
• State appropriations for higher education – State Higher Education 

Executive Officers (SHEEO), www.sheeo.org/projects/shef-fy16 
• 2016 textbook survey by Florida Virtual Campus, 

http://www.openaccesstextbooks.org/pdf/2016_Florida_Student_Textbook
_Survey.pdf



• SPARC Open Education site, https://sparcopen.org/open-education 
• OER Mythbusting, https://sparcopen.org/our-work/oer-

mythbusting
• Open Education Group research, 

http://openedgroup.org/publications
• OER Hub research, http://oerhub.net/research-outputs
• Student PIRGs research, https://studentpirgs.org/sp/our-

textbooks-research 
• SPARC LibOER listserv, https://sparcopen.org/our-work/sparc-

library-oer-forum
• Creative Commons Certificate programs, 

https://certificates.creativecommons.org/about/calendar
• Open Textbook Network resources, 

https://research.cehd.umn.edu/otn/membership-benefits/ 
member-resources

Additional resources



Questions?

Cheryl Cuillier

Open Education Librarian

ccuillie@email.arizona.edu

(520) 310-9874
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