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Agenda for today
Intro to a subject-based web archiving project

Scoping & collection development strategies

Logistics, benefits & outcomes of a student and faculty collaboration project

Concerns & evaluation

Future directions (???)

“5/4/2010: To-Do List” by john.schultz, via Flickr, CC BY-SA 2.0



What, and why?
What: A pilot subject-based web archiving project focused on environmental justice, and built in 
collaboration with two undergraduate classes

Why: goals of the project:
◦ To explore a new method of collecting born-digital content

◦ To deepen our collections in an area of strategic importance

◦ To contribute to the overall scholarly record by collecting material that is not known to be 
comprehensively collected by other institutions

◦ To pursue collaboration opportunities with faculty and students in order to increase engagement with 
our communities, contribute to student learning, and increase the project’s output



Starting the project: scoping
Options: topically, geographically, by type of resource

“This collection contains websites, blogs, and social media feeds of 
citizen groups and non-profit organizations who deal with 
environmental justice issues. Sites were selected based on their topical 
and geographic focus: the topical scope includes all environmental 
justice issues broadly, and currently, the geographic scope is limited to 
the City of Boston and the cities and towns that comprise Greater 
Boston. Sites hosted at other educational institutions or governmental 
sites that otherwise meet the selection criteria are not included.”

“Map of the city and vicinity of Boston Massachusetts”, 1853, via BPL

http://www.leventhalmap.org/id/10632


Choosing search 
terms

High level terms

Combined with geographic terms

Plus reading on the subject

Led to more specific terms

Environmental justice Climate justice

Boston Greater Boston Cambridge Somerville

asthma toxic waste flooding pipeline tree cover

air pollution Water pollution mercury water safety

green space food deserts lead poisoning climate change

healthy food inadequate transportation sea level



Gathering seeds

Methods:
◦ Aggressive Googling

◦ Follow links from already-identified sites

◦ Search blog domains – e.g. site:wordpress.com or site: 
blogspot.com

◦ Look at Facebook pages of identified groups – “Pages liked by this 
page”



Considerations – ask yourself:
Who is responsible for the content? 

What is the content – is it useful/important, or is there a lot of irrelevant content?

Is there unique information – only available on that site or only available online?

Is the content at risk?

Consider context – does the website stand alone, or do additional sites/documents need to be 
archived along with it?





Metadata! (a work in progress)
At the seed level:

◦ Title

◦ Creator

◦ Subject (LCSH)

◦ Description

◦ Dates (of crawls, a single date or range)

◦ Identifier/Source (associated page in Wayback, e.g. 
https://wayback.archive-it.org/7635/*/http://ace-
ej.org/)

At the collection level:
◦ Title

◦ Creator

◦ Description

◦ Publisher

◦ Dates (range of crawls)

◦ Identifier/Source (associated collection page in 
Archive-IT, e.g. https://archive-
it.org/collections/7635)

◦ Rights

◦ Collector

◦ Language

“Some cheerful data”, by Dirkcuys, via Flickr, CC BY SA 2.0 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/79237959@N02/12210424505/in/photolist-jAZBNr-kWhvhz-in4qSv-2Kg5Nv-9SvzP4-dq9qxc-8pYhRM-7Vrm5x-SDpjbS-9Xfxt6-mZGfF4-a8iAEG-4foZvD-aMi8gz-6inK6h-SAFG7X-9u6D14-in4r8R-9i6acr-5jidJy-6P4ecT-c3Ndsm-9mNPyc-6yx8zu-joWCV5-a8K3ek-9u6D1T-9d2A8p-9CpJYM-9jNjtj-gg18VW-9AdKsr-9RmxWY-no6Y-gfZQtj-SzVXej-ceApCU-gbA7WS-8LSmqh-bZebp9-6bggQU-in3WKE-5aKq9A-6bZGbD-gbFQg5-gbFErr-mZJBc2-5Ed1xw-8R2fWd-S8FwSb




Course collaboration
Environmental Justice, Security, and Sustainability 

Women and Water: Fighting for Environmental Justice



Reaching out to faculty
Highlight benefits to the students

◦ experience with information literacy around websites

◦ exposure to web archives (a resource they’re 
probably not familiar with)

◦ the opportunity to directly contribute to a scholarly 
project – especially important for undergrads who 
don’t always have the opportunity to work on a 
“real-life” project

“Reach”, by Erica, via Flickr, CC BY NC 2.0 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/28020884@N03/2809789872/in/photolist-5hhUCY-56XTMg-co3EG7-ajAfCU-8HcPDL-52ppJf-nfEJNT-S5yDc2-aTBWv8-3bjejY-dMPcsL-4Q2KMG-4LkPtY-9pEWkw-opKauH-dhis3j-YEPgH-in1ftH-2Pkeyd-8zHP1p-yv6ov-ev1WVG-72KJho-TvgB4R-7apvSg-5j2mMW-BwAbW-Tdw8vc-RPPVFm-o2ZKLq-Qy5xHu-5oGiX5-pYvhH3-4mjoPr-b9KjEM-mocN8-TDQTd1-ajMDMk-pHcrRe-PbRRk-dWqej1-eeeCZv-4ofBrd-Fo3hAE-ecFv36-bWS8o9-2E5Uy7-oGvfho-8DjH27-pNUkez


Assignment design

5-page Literature Review Choose an issue in environmental justice that you are interested in and find a set 
of articles (or book) to review. Write a 5‐page (2500‐3500 words) paper reviewing this issue, providing an 
overview of the problem, data and evidence framing the issue, strategies and solutions pursued, and your 
own critical analysis of the methods and conclusions. Use the readings and themes from the course in your 
analysis. Try to find books and articles published in the last ten years. If you are reviewing articles, try to 
find at least 5 sources, with at least 3 from scholarly peer-reviewed sources. Grey literature (by 
government, think tanks, advocacy groups, and others) are acceptable for the remaining articles. 



Collaboration 
proposal – how 
will this actually 
work?



Link submission
Google form:

◦ Your name

◦ Website URL to archive

◦ Please provide a brief description of the site that 
could be used to describe it on the Archive-It 
web archive public interface (see 
https://archive-it.org/collections/7635 for 
description examples)

◦ Why do you think this site is important for the 
EJ movement?

◦ Is there anything else we should know about 
this site?



Presentation to students
What

Why
◦ Increasing amounts of content are available only online. It can disappear or change in an instant

◦ It’s important for future researchers, practitioners, historians, the general public

◦ Stats on link rot

Wayback Machine vs. Archive-It

Considerations

◦ There are no right or wrong links

◦ Types of sites to consider

◦ Collection development considerations

How



Links were submitted! Now what?
Evaluate each link for relevance to the collection, quality of the site, any IP concerns, and ability 
to be crawled

Group sites into themes

Re-write scope to reflect expansion of the collection & to guide further scoping

Gather further seeds to flesh out each theme

“wp_fireworks_dual3”, by richcianci, 
via Flickr, CC BY ND 2.0 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/91572794@N00/2636756050/in/photolist-5214Hd-9ZF4eP-dVWtLV-p2R4eD-oKCj1a-aAp9an-a1sHkj-73U3tL-8fSd75-aArP2A-p37g8H-fpynRW-9w5FxW-8omAxx-aAp4x8-cL41KE-aAp72B-cL3X9S-bkum2Q-pCShPR-9ZQfEG-QgaXmn-gudg1L-ochuD2-8opAZY-Jip3eh-CFLf4h-96WdJo-cL3YHN-pJdwHh-foufNm-Js4cU6-8opHMd-pfLxYi-aArPGu-96WdAW-oJseTj-8fNWKB-fnECb5-oYyAJX-75sF8B-JnAcyo-L4u4t2-crieTJ-PR4xQj-aArR9L-96Tb7H-QnMGWa-a14V6E-8Rx9EV


Evaluation: benefits
The opportunity to engage with undergrads and faculty

Students learn about web archiving & information literary re: web sites

Faculty subject expertise

Students gathered links that might not come up in “environmental 
justice” searches

Submitted links helped illuminate important themes

Student-written descriptions saved time in metadata creation

Some excitement from the faculty & students

“Stars”, by Quinn Dombrowski, via Flickr, CC BY SA 2.0 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/quinnanya/3634705520/


Sept. 19, 2016 
issue of The 
ExPress: Weekly 
ExCollege News & 
Ideas



Concerns
Is this random?

How to document collecting decisions

Scope creep – is it strictly environmental justice?

Privacy – should I ask for permission to crawl?

Rights

What are people going to use this stuff for?

“questions”, by airpix, via Flickr, CC BY  2.0 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/144152028@N08/33888154296/in/photolist-TCzDCm-kjyuxS-aW2T4-aYFfb-bvgXuq-6t6YdT-6PEX7g-5YpgQU-6PF2BR-bTQwfx-4Dstpc-oDUmkG-6R5BGh-QgGo-qyvtPJ-wTgzo-56eXRT-6CrL7s-7zQzac-bG7taZ-67maGa-9wFp99-4S8uZe-bTQwf4-aZVc6T-o5wKMV-9wGEPJ-TzZU2B-nk92Zb-9he2xz-5DeuzB-4V4Rvk-Tpakwo-MGqW-9wTEoc-hsxMoz-bZz62Y-nh9E1M-6uZH4F-dHtrZR-Ean11-5i4NRi-5JE9tz-a42jmC-6s43ej-67MMek-7dYWr2-5YhgUK-cRKMn5-a5oqBm
https://www.flickr.com/photos/quinnanya/3634705520/


Evaluating the project overall
Did the collaboration project actually save me any time? Probably not

Did it find things I wouldn’t have found otherwise? Absolutely

Was it successful overall? Yes

What would I change?

“PS 98 First Grade Report Card,” by Herbert Maruska , via 
Flickr, CC BY NC  2.0 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/orlando-herb/8167991591/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/quinnanya/3634705520/


What next?
Provide better access to the 
collection. Some options:

◦ MARC records

Collection-level MARC 
record in Columbia’s 
Clio catalog



What next?
Provide better access to the 
collection. Some options:

◦ MARC records

◦ Webpage on the library site 
contextualizing the collection & 
linking to Archive-It, or a custom-
built portal

NC State page explaining 
web archiving, their 
collection activities, and 
links to collections

https://www.lib.ncsu.edu/
web-archiving/collections



What next?
Provide better access to the 
collection. Some options:

◦ MARC records

◦ Webpage on the library site 
contextualizing the collection & 
linking to Archive-It, or a custom-
built portal

Columbia Human Rights 
Web Archive portal

https://hrwa.cul.columbia.
edu/



What next?
Provide better access to the 
collection. Some options:

◦ MARC records

◦ Webpage on the library site 
contextualizing the collection & 
linking to Archive-It, or a custom-
built portal

◦ Finding aid

UNC Chapel Hill finding aid

http://finding-
aids.lib.unc.edu/40417/#



What next?
Provide better access to the 
collection. Some options:

◦ MARC records

◦ Webpage on the library site 
contextualizing the collection & 
linking to Archive-It, or a custom-
built portal

◦ Finding aid

◦ Online exhibit?

Online exhibits at Tisch create narratives using library 
collections. Exhibits highlight our unique resources and 
facilitate user access, education, and research for the Tufts 
community and a wider public audience.



What next?
How to engage users???

◦ Is the collection there mostly for 
the future?

◦ Data mining?

◦ Another collaboration project?

“Big question mark”, by Benjamin Reay, via Flickr, CC BY NC  2.0 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/benjreay/14713228051/in/photolist-oqa96H-58vQCQ-7atKQ4-74NAs5-Ts2jea-Si3Qen-93aPCq-6okjAW-T176th-aiEhXH-512o9z-5nRsb3-4PphaY-rrtnoF-2FNUzm-4ms8ZA-4S8uZe-fhRZKU-7iY6Ag-6PEX7g-4ffqhF-TAr9og-rphyCW-9pa1Vi-bhTY4n-SW6CsX-6PF2BR-9grzfE-steFww-shnwrB-SYWQxc-i8hGYN-bTQwfx-56eXRT-4HaGH6-4mzmoq-8vT9yB-aeXN2Z-Tf3YgT-7iyNYi-czAVYd-6637Tb-5hJgbT-TpWK6a-qJ8iU-czAV7C-7ERUx7-SCCKrc-8BuMYR-2sxRNC
https://www.flickr.com/photos/quinnanya/3634705520/


Questions?

Or stories to share about engaging users 
with your web archives?

Thank you!
andrea.schuler@tufts.edu

“Conversation”, by Valerie Kensky, via Flickr, CC BY  2.0 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/95222905@N02/10997835056/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/quinnanya/3634705520/
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