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TECU MSEH:  HI S RHETORIC AND ORATORY 

Introduc tion 

" Every scho olboy in the Un ion now know s that 

Tecumseh wa s a great man . He wa s tru ly great--and hi s 

greatne s s  wa s hi s own , una s s i sted by sc ienc e or the a i d s  

o f  education . As  a s tatesman , a warr ier and patr iot , 

take him a l l  in al l ,  we sha l l  not look upon hi s l ike 

aga in . 11 1 

Thi s quote appeared in the Ind iana Cent ine l on 

Dec ember 2 ,  1 8 2 0 , only seven ye a r s  a f ter the great 

Shawnee Chief , Te cum s eh had been k i l led . I t  seems 

ironic a l  that a generation o f  white men who had fought 

Tecumseh· so bi tter ly , remembered him in such a g r a c i ou s  

l ight . 

Part o f  the tragedy o f  the Ame r i c an I nd i an l ay 

in h i s  inab i l i ty to under s tand , or under s tand ing , to 

,re s i s t suc ce s s fu l ly , the white man ' s lust for l and . The 

colon i s t  arr ived in the New Wor l d  with preconce ived and 

we l l  def ined ideas about proper ty . Land owner ship wa s a 

c ivil  right , guar anteed to the ind ividua l a s  c u l t ivator 

of s o i l  or keeper of l ive s tock . 

1Alvin M .  Jo s ephy , Jr . ,  The Patr iot Chi e f s  ( New 
York : Viking P re s s , 1 9 6 1 ) , p .  1 3 1 . 
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In  sharp contr a s t  wa s the Ind i an vi ew that the 

l and wa s held in common by the tr ibe . To the I nd i an s , 

l and did not only provide sub s i stence , i t  a l so g a ve 

mean ing and iden t i ty to hi s very own ex i stence . The 

I nd i an be longed to the l and . 

The l and i s  our Mothe r , s ays Iroquo i s  trad it ion , 

and we c annot s e l l  our Mothe r . To the whi te man thi s  

trad i tion wa s me an ing l e s s . There wa s a continent to be 

won , and the Ind i an could not be a l lowed to s tand in the 

way . 

After the American Revo lut ion , American s  eyed the 

Ohio River Va l ley as an area for po s s ib l e  nation a l  expan -

s ion . To re s i st encroachment , Tecumseh , a young Shawnee 

Chie f , conc e i ved an idea of - a vast Ind i an confederac y. 

Mo s t  tribe s c l a imed the r ig ht to d i spo s e  of  the i r  own 

hunting g round s , but Tecumseh c l a imed tha t l and wa s he l d  

i n  common by a l l  the tr ibe s and n o  o n e  tribe cou ld s e e  

it s particu l ar trac t . In  Tecum s eh ' s  eye s , to s e l l  a 

c ountry would be l ike s e l l ing the c loud s , the a i r , and 

the great sea . Al l o f  the s e  po s s e s s ions had been g i ven 

to a l l  o f  the Ind i an s  by the " Great Sp i r i t , "  and they 

wer e  to be u sed by Hi s chi ldren , not sold to the highe s t  

bidder f o r  per son al g a i n . 

Tecum s eh wa s determined to ho ld the Ohio River a s  

a d i vid ing l ine be twe en the race s . He t i re l e s s ly vi s i ted 
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tribe s from Wi scon s in to Flor ida , en l isting suppor t  for 

his movement .  Often d i s p i r i ted elders  oppo sed him , but 

the Shawne e ' s  propo s a l s  had an e l ectr i fy ing e f fe c t  on the 

young brave s . 

Tecumseh j o ined the Briti sh in the War o f  1 8 1 2 

and fe l l  in battl e  on the Thame s River on Oc tober 5, 1 8 1 3 , 

at the ag e o f  forty - f ive . When Amer i c a ' s  greate s t  I nd ian 

leader d ied , his plan for an I nd i an nation d ied with him . 

But something more important l ived on ; something o f  great 

va lue remained - - the wor d s  o f  Tecums eh : h i s  rhe to r i c  and 

hi s oratory ( se e  Append ix 1 ) . 

Purpo s e  and Me thodolog y  

T h e  purpo se o f  thi s -the s i s  i -s to examine the 

rhetoric of Tecumseh in terms of h i s  own mi s tru s t  for the 

" white man . " I t  wa s through hi s rheto r i c  and oratory 

that Tecumseh attempted to uni te an Ind ian confederacy 

to act as a bu f f e r  s tate between Great Br i ta in and the 

Un ited State s . 

The Amer i c an Indian wa s truly the " Fir s t "  Ame r i 

can . H i s  cul ture and h i s  trad i tions have been suppre s s ed 

and pu shed a s ide for a long t ime . Ju s t  a s  hunting , 

f i shing , and craft work have made up the Ind i an her itage , 

so ha s rheto r i c  and oratory . To provide the se " Fi r s t "  

Amer ican s  with a n  hone s t  pic ture o f  the i r  heri tage , i t  
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i s  on l y  rea sonabl e that some s tudy shou ld be direc ted 

toward an I nd i an leader who u s ed h i s  rheto r i c  and hi s 

orator y in an attempt to bene f i t  h i s  own people . 

I n  o rder to s tudy the rheto r i c  o f  Tecumseh ba sed 

upon his mi s tru s t  o f  the American settler s , it  is nec e s 

sary t o  d i vide Tecumseh ' s  l i fe into three d i s t inct area s . 

Each d i vi s ion o f  Tecumseh ' s  l i f e  wi l l  be ana l y z ed through 

a ser i e s  o f  que s t ions that wi l l  exp l o re hi s an imo s it y  

toward t h e  white man , i t s  o r i g ination , and i t s  e f fect 

upon his rhetoric and ora tor y .  

The f i r s t  area to be exp lored wou l d  b e : Tecumseh 

a s  a Child . The fol lowing qu e s tions would be s t  help 

ind i cate the type of background Tecumseh had that deter

mined hi s o vera l l  charac ter . 

1 .  To what extent d id the h i s to r i c a l  era inf lu

ence Tecumseh as a chi ld ?  

2 .  How much o f  an impac t d i d  h i s  paren t s  have on 

the deve lopment of young Tecumseh? 

3 .  What role  d i d  the S hawnee tribal atmo sphere 

play in the d e ve lopment o f  Tecumseh as a child? 

4. How d id the ch i l dhood of  Tecumseh d i f fer 

from that of o ther I nd i an chi ldren around him? 

The s e cond area to be inve stigated wou ld be : 

Tecum s eh a s  a Young Bra ve and Warr ior . Through the se 

que s t ion s i t  could be determined i f  the background of  
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Tecumseh had any e f fe c t  upon hi s rheto r i c  and oratory . 

1 .  How did Tecumseh ' s  l i fe - s ty l e  change a fter 

the death of h i s  f ather ?  

2 .  What wa s the educat ion envi ronment t o  which 

Tecumseh sub scr ibed? 

3 .  How d i d  contemporary Indi an l eade r s  i n f lu

ence Tecumseh? 

4. To wha t  extent d id Tecumseh ' s  view o f  the 

white c ivi l i z ation change ? 

5. To what extent d id the Prophet inf luenc e  

Tecums eh? 

6. How cou ld the suc ce s s  of  Tecumseh as a 

warrior be c ompared to h i s  succe s s  a s  l eade r? 

The final  area to be inve stigated would be : 

Tecumseh a s  an Orator . The s e  que s tion s  wi l l  he l p  deter

mine the s i g n i f ic ance that Tecumseh ' s  own po l i t i c a l  and 

tr ibal views had on hi s oratory ; and in turn , the s ign i 

f i c ance that Tecumseh ' s  oratory had o n  hi s succe s s  a s  a 

speaker . 

1 .  To what extent d id Tecum s eh ' s  mi s tru s t  for the 

Amer ican settl e r s  inf luence hi s rhetor ic ? 

2 .  D id the fai l ure on the part o f  Tecumseh to 

enl i st the aid o f  a l l  Ind i an tribe s to fight the Amer i

can s in any way inf luence hi s oratory? 

3 .  What wa s the impact o f  Tecumseh ' s  rhetor i c , 
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both short and long term? 

The method o f  procedure o f  thi s study wi l l  be 

hi s torical - c r i t i ca l . The backg round o f  T ecumseh wi l l  be 

dea lt wi th h i s to r ic a l ly ; the me thod of analyz ing the 

rhetor ical  s ty l e  of Tecumseh wi l l  be c r i t ical . 

Becau s e  Ind ian oratory i s  uniqu e , and doe s no t 

nece s sa r i l y  f i t  into any category o f  c r i t i c a l  ana ly s i s  

that ha s previou s l y  been app l ied t o  a s tudy o f  rheto r i c  

and oratory , a comp i l ation o f  c r i te r i a  f o r  speech evalua

tion wi l l  be u s ed . 

The f i r s t  evaluative i n s trument to be u s ed wi l l  

be one deve loped b y  Erne s t  J .  Wrage i n  the art ic l e  " Pub 

lic Addre s s : A S tudy in So c i a l  and Inte llectual H i s tory " 

( see Appendix - 2-). The second e va luative instrument-to be 

used wi l l  be one d eve loped by T .  R .  N i l sen in the art i 

c l e  " Cr i t i c i sm and S o c i a l  Con s equence s " ( se e  Append ix 3 ). 

Both eva luative i n s truments wi l l  be u s ed a s  the c r iteria 

for the c r i t ic a l  eva luat ion o f  Tecumseh ' s  rheto r i c  and 

oratory . 

S i gn i f icance o f  the S tudy 

The j u s t i f i c ation for mak ing thi s s tudy i s  the 

impact tha t Tecumseh ' s  speaking had on the shap ing of not 

on ly our Amer i c an h i s to ry , but a l s o  the shaping of the 

American Indian heritag e . Thi s wa s an extreme ly vo l a t i l e  
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time for the Un ited State s . Thi s young country had sur

vived a Revo lut ionary War , and wa s beginning to e s tab 

l i sh i t s e l f in the world a s  a potenti a l  nationa l  powe r . 

As an era o f  f ighting ended , the Un ited S tate s s tood o n  

the thre sho ld o f  y e t  more f i ghting . 

The rhetoric o f  Tecum s eh had a d i rect e f fe c t  upon 

the shaping of our country ' s  h i s to ry and i t s  later po l i

c i e s  concern ing the I nd i an s . Becau s e  of the impor tant 

ro le Te cumseh p l ayed in the early stag e s  of the Ameri c an 

Ind i an movement ,  i t  i s  e s sen t i a l  to under s ta nd the man 

be hind the i s sue s . 

Previou s Re search 

Mo s t  o f  the previous r e search done on Tecumseh 

has been concerned only wi th hi s h i s to r i c a l  s ign i f i cance 

a s  an Ind i an chief . Nothing ha s been done to ana l y z e  

Tecum s eh ' s  rheto r i c  or hi s abi l i ty a s  a n  orator . 

There are three exc e l l ent biograph i e s  o f  Tecum

s e h ,  a l l  o f  whi c h  g ive various and spec i f ic deta i l s  o f  

Tecumseh ' s  l i fe . The mo s t  comprehen s ive early s tudy wa s 

made by Ben j amin Drake . Drake ' s  book dea l t  with the 

h i s tory of the Shawnee and was relative ly brie f . L i fe o f  

Tecum s eh wa s f i n i shed in 1 8 2 1  and fina l ly pub l i shed in 

1 8 41 .  A second biography wa s wr itten by Eve rett T .  

Tomlin son in 1 8 9 6. Tecumseh ' s  Young Brave s wa s a book 
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that d e a l t  with Tecumseh ' s  s trength a s  a warrior during 

the Creek War s .  The mo s t  recent biography o f  Tecumseh 

wa s wr i tten by G l enn Tucker in 1 9 5 6 . Of  a l l  thre e  

biographi e s , Tecumseh : Vi s ion o f  Glory seems to be the 

mo s t  deta i l ed and h i stori c a l ly correct . 

There were s ever a l  speeche s given by Tecumseh . 

Two o f  them- - " S le ep No Longer , 0 Choc taw s  and Chicka

saws " and " Fathe r , L i s ten ! The Amer icans Have Not Yet 

De feated Us By Land " -- are conta ine d  in the book : Ind i an 

Oratory by W.  C .  Vanderw.erth . Re search shows that there 

are o ther speeche s that do ex i s t ,  but have yet to be 

located . 

There are several art i c l e s  wr i tten about I nd i an 

oratory i n  g enera l , but nothing has been publ i shed about 

Tecumseh as a speaker . Two arti c l e s  were written by 

Mabel Morr i s : " Indian E loquence "  ( pub l i shed in We s tern 

Speech in May , 1 9 4 4 ) , and " Ind ian Ora tory " ( pub l i shed in 

Southern Speech in November , 1 9 4 4 ) . A third art i c l e  

that d e a l t  with a spec i f i c  I nd i an tribe and i t s  oratory 

wa s wri t ten by Lo i s  E .  Bu swe l l , " The Oratory of the 

Dakot a  Ind i an s " ( pub l i shed in Quarterly Journ al of Speech 

in 1 9 3 5 ) . 

The overa l l  conc lu s ion i s  tha t whi l e  the r e  has 

been l i t t l e  or no inve s t igation into the rhetoric and 

oratory o f  Tecumseh , there ha s been enough previous 
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research done on Tecumseh ' s  l i fe , hi s i n f luen c e  on Amer

ican h i s to ry , and manu scripts  o f  hi s speeche s to a l l ow 

for such a s tudy to be made . The previou s r e s earch 

appears to be ex ten s ive enough to provi de a s trong foun

dation for the s tudy . 

Ava i l ab i l i ty o f  Mater i a l s  

The mater i a l s needed t o  c omp l et e  thi s s tudy are 

not read i ly avai l abl e  in Booth L ibrary . Some o f  the books 

and artic l e s  ne eded to comp l e te th i s  s tudy c an be found 

in the Univer s ity of I l l ino i s  L ibrary at Urbana -Champaign 

and at the Morri s L ibrary at Southern I l l ino i s  Univer s i ty 

at Carbond a l e . Re search a l so s hows tha t the Unive r s i ty 

of Okl ahoma at Norman ha s an ex ten s ive Ame r i c an Indian 

Library . I t  i s  hoped tha t addi tiona l r e s e arch mater i a l s 

can be obta ined from thi s l ibrary . 

Preview o f  the S tudy 

Chapter one conta ins a l ibrary survey o f  avai l 

abl e and r e l ated mater ia l s . Chapter two o f  the s tudy 

conta ins a hi sto r i c a l  overview of  the United State s 

pr ior to and during the l i f e  o f  Tecumseh . Chapter thre e  

ex amine s the e a r l y  ye a r s  o f  Tecumseh f o r  background 

information that would help in the ana lys i s  of hi s ora

tory . The four th chapter probe s the years that Tecumseh 
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served hi s tribe as a warr ior . Thi s chapter a l so que s 

tion s the corre lat ion between hi s suc ce s s  as  a warrior 

and h i s  succe s s  a s  a l e ader . The f i fth chapter inve s t i

ga te s Tecumseh a s  an orator and the ro l e  h i s  rheto r i c  

played in determining h i s  hi stor i c a l  impac t w  The i n 

ve st iga t ion of Tecumseh ' s  h i s torical  impa c t  wi l l  be sub 

d ivided i n t o  s i � ba s ic area s ac c ord ing t o  a topica l 

pa tter n c on s i s tent with the var iou s speeches d e l iver ed 

by the Shawnee c hief . 



CHAPTER I 

LIBRARY SURVEY 

The re i s  a popu l ar image o f  the Indi an as a 
tac i turn creature c apab l e  o f  emitting an o c c a s ional 
' Ugh ! ' There is al so a fa l s e  notion that I nd i an 
l anguag e s  are devo id o f  terms for anything other 
than the mo s t  ordinary mater i a l  obj ec t s . H i s to r i c a l  
l i terature , however ,  i s  f i l led with a l l u s ion s t o  
the e l oquence o f  I nd i an orator s , a n d  pre served 
tran scr iption s  of the i r  speeche s reve a l  not only 
a capac i ty for ab straction , £ut a l so a penchant for 
metaphor and poet i c  imagery . 

Many speech critic s and members o f  the f i e ld o f  

pub l i c  speaking reg ard I nd i an orato ry a s  a n  area for ex-

ten s ive re search and thorough inve stigation . Whi l e  the 

Indian movement i t s e l f  ha s g iven r i se to s everal  e loquent 

orators throughout h i s tory , one speaker s tand s out in the 

per iod fo l lowing the Revo lutionary War - - Tecumseh . F rom 

Indian brave to I nd i an warrior to I nd i an leader to Ind i an 

orato r , the rhetor ic o f  Tecumseh i s  we l l  wor th studying . 

Tecumseh was one o f  the mo s t  r enowned o f  a 
race o f  orator s . The stately Algonqu in l anguage 
d i sp l ayed i t s  greate s t  beau ty when spoken by him . 
Hi s e loquence f lowed a s  freely as a mighty r iver , 
or again , thunder ing l ike a catara c t , i t  swept 
everything along on its tempe s tuous tide . Te cum
seh ' s speech can never reach our ear s ; we c annot 
see the l ight f l a sh from hi s ha z e l  eye or the smi l e  
p l ay upon h i s  bron z ed cheek . We c anno t watch hi s 

1Lou i s  Thomas Jone s , Abor iginal Ameri can Orato r y :  
The Trad i t ion o f  Eloquence Among the Ind i an s  o f  the 
Uni ted State s ( Lo s  Ange l e s : Southwe st Mus eum , 1965), the 
introduction . 

11 
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grace fu l  g e s ture s . H i s personal pre sence we may 
not f e e l ; but behind his recorded �ord s we are s ti l l  
aware o f  a l iving force and powe r . 

There are three factor s in the rac i a l  and per-

sonal makeup of Te cumseh that are r e f l ected throughout 

his rheto r i c . The f i r s t  i s  the pride Tecum s e h  had i n  the 

Ind ian peop l e . The s econd i s  the s inc ere d e s ire to keep 

and protec t  what was r ight fu l l y  an Ind i an po s s e s s ion . 

The thi rd factor i s  the deep mi s tru s t  Tecumseh had in a l -

mo st al l peop l e  who were produc t s  o f  the whi te soc i e t y .  

Al l three o f  the se factors a r e  vital t o  the rheto r i c  o f  

Tecumseh and each i s  interdependent o f  the other . 

Though Tecumseh was a Shawnee by bi r th , he wa s an 

Ind ian f i r s t  by pr ide and by heri tage . Tecumseh u sed the 

appea l to the Indian ' s  pride when he spoke to per suade 

di f ferent tribe s to un i te as one nation . Tecum s e h  s aw 

beyond tribal l im i t s  and he real i z ed tha t i f  the redmen 

were to become a good oppo s i t ion to the whi te s , they mu st 

act a s  a unit- - a s  a con federacy of  I nd i an s . " He was a 

Shawnee ,  but con s idered him se l f  f i r s t  an Indian , and 

foug ht to g ive a l l  Indian s  a nation a l  rather than a 

tribal c on s c iou s ne s s , and to un i te them in de fen s e  o f  a 

common l and where they might continue to dwe l l  unde r  the i r  

2 
Ethe l T .  Raymond , Tecumseh ( Toron t o :  G l a sgow , 

Brook and Co . , 1 9 2 0 ) , p .  60 . 
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own l aws and leader s . 11 3 The re i s  no evidence to ind i c ate 

at what per iod of hi s l i fe Tecumseh r e so lved to s top the 

prog re s s  of the whi t e s  we s t  of the mounta i n s . One fact 

i s  certain , Tecumseh devoted h i s ent i r e  l i fe to that dream . 

A s  Tecumseh retraced the tra i l s  o f  migration 

that hi s Shawnee forefathe r s  had forged many year s 

before , the great I nd i an orator spoke to per suade the 

tr ibe s f rom Wi scon s in to F l orida to j o i n  a federation . 

H i s c au se wa s the olde s t  in human h i s to ry : to be 
free . The program he o f fered wa s so s imp le that 
every Ind i an cou ld under s tand i t : Save the l and ! 
He wou ld un ite the r ed nation s  and pu sh back t he 
white inva s ion . Re s i s t ! Re s i s t ! Re s i s t ! By 
peace ful nego ti ation i f  po s s ib l e - -by war in con
j unction with a s trong al ly as a re sort . 4 

Un fortunate ly for Tecumseh and hi s peopl e , he never had 

the oppor tuni ty to be the great c h i e f  he was dur ing peace-

time , but proved to be a val iant and sk i l l fu l  war chie f . 

Tecumseh be l i eved , a s  d i d  many Indi an l e ader s , 

that the l and wa s an Indian po s s e s s ion by nature . For 

it wa s the I nd i an who had inhabited a l l  o f  the front ier 

before the white men c ame to the new country . I t  was the 

land that provided for the Ind i an with food and s ub s i s -

tence . And i t  wa s the l and that was c au s i ng the quarre l 

with the white men . Some I nd i an tribe s fe l l  to an 

3Alvin M .  Josephy , Jr . , The Patriot Chie f s  ( New 
York : The Vik ing Pre s s , 1 9 6 1 ) , p .  1 3 2 . 

4
G l enn Tucker , Tecumseh ( Ind ianapo l i s : The Bobb s 

Merr i l l  Co . , I nc . , 1 9 5 6 ) , p .  1 6 . 



appe al for mate r i a l  gain f rom the whi te soc i e ty and 

qu ickly sold the i r  po s se s s i o n s  o f  g round and terri tory 

to the settler with the mo s t  valuab l e  o f fe r . But Tecum-

seh c l a imed tha t the individua l tribe s mu s t  act as a 

who l e  nation in r e ference to l and s a l e , and that no one 

tribe could s e l l  the i r  trac t of l and wi thout f i r s t  con-

sult ing a l l  the other tribe s . Thi s wa s one way to hol d  

back the white soc i e ty . I f  the whi t e s  refused to accept 

the Indian s ' way of doing bu s in e s s , there wa s always 

force as an alternative . 

Wher e  today are the P equot ?  Whe re are the 
Narrangan sett , the Moh i c an , the Pokanoket ,  and 
many o ther once powe r fu l  tribe s o f  our peop le ?  
They have van i shed be fore the avar ice and the 
oppre s s ion of the Wh ite Man , as snow be fore the 
summer sun . 

Wi l l  we l e t  our s e l ve s  be d e stroyed in our 
turn w ithout a s trugg l e , g ive up our home s , our 
country bequeathed to us by the Great Spi r i t , the 
grave s of our dead , and everyth ing that is dear 
and sacred to u s ?  

· 

I know you wi l l  cry wi th me , ' Never ! Never ! 15 

The mi s tru s t  o f  the whi te s  that Tecumseh carr i ed 

wi th him wa s the sum to tal  o f  a l l  the early encounte r s  

with the white man . " He wa s a product o f  one o f  th� 

mo s t  c r i t i c a l  per iod s in the h i s to ry o f  the Amer i c an 

Ind i an s , and from b i r th to death wa s involved in c on f l i c t  

and war . " 6 Tecumseh had never read the tex t o f  any o f  

5 shi r l ey H i l l  Witt and S tan S te iner , The Way 
(New York : Random Hou s e , Inc . , 1 972 ) , p .  · 6 .  

6
Alvin M .  Jo sephy , Jr . , The Patr iot Chi e f s  ( New 

York : The Viking Pre s s , 1 9 61 ) , p .  1 3 2 . 
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the treat i e s  tha t had been made by the U n i ted State s 

wi th the I nd i an s , ye t he wa s aware o f  the terms that each 

had outl ined . Tecumseh a l so knew to what extent the 

United S tate s had honored tho s e  treatie s .  Tecumseh 

could not erase the memory o f  the sense l e s s  and violent 

deaths of hi s f a ther Pucke shinwa and of the great 

leader Corn s ta l k . Tecum s e h  wa s not qu i c k  to put h i s  

fa ith into a whi t e  man ' s promi s e . 

The two noted biographe r s  o f  Tecumseh , Ben j amin 

Drake and G l enn Tucker , con s ider all  three facto r s  ( Indi an 

pride , nat ive l and right s , and mi s tru s t  o f  the whi te s )  a s 

being the mo s t  important character i st i c s  o f  Tecumseh a s  

a leader and orato r . I n  studying the speeche s o f  Tecum

seh , i t  become s apparent that the s e  facto r s  are not 

mutual ly exc l u s ive , but bu i ld and comp l iment one anothe r . 

The main o b s tac le that mu s t  be over come in s tudy� 

ing the rheto r i c  o f  Tecumseh , or  I nd i an oratory i n  g en

era l , is  d i n f i nd c omplete manu s c r ip t s  of  the speeche s . 

The speeche s ,  in the ir orig inal form were not s c r ipted . 

Tecumseh , l ik e  mo s t  o f  the great Ind i an orator s ,  spoke 

from h i s  heart not hi s note s . The re fore , the r e cord s  o f  

the speeche s g iven b y  Tecumseh wer e  compo sed b y  tho se 

pre sent at the t ime the speech was d e l ivered . Many 

of the recorded speeche s c annot be documented and for a l l  

ser ious intentions  should be d i sregarded . But for the 
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purpo se o f  thi s paper , s ix speeche s by Tecum s eh have 

been inve stigated and documented for authen t i c i ty . 

Whether the speeche s were recorded word for word i s  o f  

cour s e , que s t i onable ,  but the d e ta i l s  surround ing the 

tran scr ibing o f  the speeche s are we l l  known and the 

peopl e  who recorded the speeche s have been ver i f i ed 

through h i s torical reference s .  

One o f  the ear l i e s t  documented speeche s g iven 

by Tecumseh wa s an orat ion de l ivered be fore Governor 

Harri son at Old Vincenne s ,  Augu s t  2 0  and 2 1 , 1 8 1 0 . Thi s 

particu l a r  speech wa s o r i g ina l ly printed in the book : 

The Shawne e  Prophet , or  The S tory o f  Tecumseh by Edward 

Eggl e s tone and Li l l ie Egg l e s tone S e e lye . The speec h  by 

Tecum seh c ame a s  a warni ng to Harr i son for fai lure to 

honor the Tre aty of Greenv i l l e  s igned by the U n i ted 

State s and the I nd i an s  in 1 7 9 5 . The Miami I nd i an s had 

so ld a tract o f  the ir l and to Governor Harr i son , and 

Tecumseh obj ec ted to thi s s a l e . 

Brother : I wi sh you to l i s ten to me we l l . 
As I think you do not c l ear ly under s tand what I 
before said to you , I wi l l  expl a in i t  again . • •  

Brother , s ince the peace wa s made , you have 
k i l led some o f  the Shawnee s , Winnebagoe s , D e l aware s 
and M i ami s ,  and you have taken our l and from u s , 
and I do not see how we can rema in at pe ace i f  
you cont inue t o  d o  so . 7 

7 Edward Egg l e s tone and Li l l i e Egg l e s tone See lye , 
The Shawnee Prophe t ; or  The S tory o f  Tecumseh ( London : 
The Au thor s ,  1 8 8 0 } ,  p .  1 8 2 . 
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The speech wa s one o f  the highl ight s that 

marked the f i r s t  meet ing between Tecumseh and Gove rnor 

Harri son . Harr i son had requ e sted tha t Tecum s e h  come to 

Vincenn e s  with but a f ew " fo l l owe r s " for r e a sons of secur -

ity and s a f ety for the whi te settlement . " Thi s requ e s t , 

however , wa s who l l y  d i sregarded ; and on the twe lvth o f  

Augu s t , the chi e f , attended b y  four hundred warrior s ,  

fu l ly armed with tomahawk s and warc lub s , d e s c ended the 

Wabash to Vincenne s ,  for the purpo s e  of hold ing the 

propo sed c on f e rence . 11 8 Whe ther it wa s true m i s fru s t  o f  

Harri son , or  po s s ib l y  a wa y  t o  intimidate the Governor , 

Tecumseh r e fu s ed to g ive into any wi sh o r  reque s t  b y  

the white man . 

When the great c h i e f  and hi s fol lowe r s  arr ived 

at Vincinne s ,  Governor Har r i son greeted them and then 

spoke on the terms of the Treaty of Fort Wayne wh ich 

dealt with Miami l and a l location . I t  wa s Harr i son ' s  

bel ie f that i f  the Miami ' s  w i s hed to do bu s ine s s  wi th the 

settlers  of the terr i tory , that i t  wa s not Tecumseh ' s  

concern . Har r i son ins inuated that the Shawnee l e ader 

was sticking h i s  no se into another tr ibe ' s  bu s i ne s s . 

Tecumseh bec ame ang ered at wha t  Governor Harr i son had to 

BBen j amin Drake , The L i f e  o f  Tecumseh ( C inc innat i : 
Ander son , Gate s and Wright , 1 9 41 ) , p .  1 2 4: 
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say about l and po s s e s s ion s . After the f i e ry speech was 

de l ivered by T ecumseh , Harri son a sked the Ind i an chief 

to leave . The f i r s t  meet ing between the Governor o f  the 

Indiana Terr i tory and the .Shawnee Chi e f  was over . How-

ever , the next day Harr i s on vi s ited Te cumseh at hi s c amp . 

Ag ain , Tecumseh r e l a ted hi s p l an o f  an Indi an con fed-

eracy , and through the aid o f  an interpre ter Harr i so n  

acknowledged Tecumseh ' s  idea . Harri s on exp l a ined that 

he would r e l ate Tecumseh ' s  p l an to the Pre s ident , though 

Har ri son b e l ieved there wa s l i ttle probab i l i ty of any 

agreement upon such a p l an . 

I t  i s  inter e s ting to note that there are record s  

of another spe e ch that wa s suppo sedly given b y  Tecumseh 

during th i s  s ame mee t ing at Vincenne s .  However ,  Benj amin 

Drake d i scoun t s  the speech a s  be ing a f abr i c ation . But 

many othe r author s of Ind i an an tho log i e s  b e l i eve it to be 

an actual speech by Tecumseh . 

I t  i s  true I am Shawnee .  My fore fathe r s  were war
r i o r s ; the i r  s on is a war rior . F rom them I take 
on ly my e xi s tence ; from my tribe I take nothing . 
I am the make r  o f  my own fo rtune ; and Oh ! that I 
could make that o f  my red peop l e  and o f  my country , 
as  great a s  the conceptions o f  my mind

� 
when I think 

o f  the s p i r i t  that rul e s  the univer s e . 

Even Mar s ha l l , the author o f  one o f  the book s in which 

thi s speech appea r s , acknowl edg e s  that i t  is  a paraphrase . 

9 H .  Marshal l ,  The H i s tory o f  Kentucky ( Frank fort , 
Kentucky : The Author , 1 8 2 4) , Vol . I I , p .  48 2 .  
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I f  th i s  parti c ul ar speech i s  a " paraphra s e " o f  the 

speech tha t appe ars in Benj amin D r ake ' s  book ( pp . 1 8 2 -

18 6 ) , i t  i s  a s l oppy mi s repre sentation . 

On November 1 5  o f  the s ame year , 1 8 1 0 , Tecumseh 

vi s i ted For t Malden and invited Bri t i sh aid . Fort 

Ma ld en wa s a mi l i tary po s t  that had been e s tabl i s hed on 

the Canad i an s id e  o f  the Detro i t  Rive r , near its j unc -

tion with Lake E r i e , shortly a f te r  the Br i t i sh wi thdrew 

from Detroit in 1 7 9 6 . I t  wa s known by two name s , Fort 

Ma lden and Fort Amherstburg . Thi s sp eech wa s enc l o sed 

with C apta in Matthew E l l iott ' s  l etter to Colone l C l au s , 

from Amher s tburg , November 1 6 , 1 8 1 0 . I t  wa s d e s c r ibed 

as the " speech o f  Techkumtha i brother to the Shawane s e  

Prophet from the Potewatoma s ,  Ottawa s , Wenebegu and 

Saki e s , who f our days ago arr ived here and rece ived 

the Pre sents ye s terday being in a l l  1 3 4  Men 2 8  Women and 

8 chi ldren . " l O 

The speech i t se l f  wa s a p l e a  to the B r it i sh to 

he lp the I nd ian s in the i r  p l an for a con federacy . Tecum-

seh reminded the Briti sh that they we re wi l l ing to aid 

the Ind i a n s  once before to f ight the American s ,  now the 

Indians are reque s ting Br it i s h  a i d . " F athe r - - !  have come 

here with the i ntent ion o f  informing you that we have not 

l O
F rom manu scripts in the Pub l i c  Arch ive s o f  Canada , 

"Q" S e r i e s ,  Vo l .  1 1 4-M . G .  I I . 
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forgot ( we never c an forget ) what pa s s ed between you 

Eng l i sh Men and our Anc e s tor s - -And a l so to l e t  you know 

our pr e sent determination . " 1 1  

The speech wa s rece ived by C aptain Matthew 

E l l iott with some ant i c i pa tion . E l l iott wa s only a 

middle man and for the requ e s t  o f  Tecumseh to be honored 

it f i r s t  had to be sent on to Wi l l i am C l au s , D i s t r i c t  

Inspector Genera l  o f  I nd i an A f f a i r s . C aptain E l l iott 

did not wan t  to engage in another f ight wi th the Amer i -

cans , but h e  qu ickly perce ived that the Ind ian s o f  the 

reg ion ful ly intended a l l  out war if Governor Harr i son 

continued to pu sh them back . E l l iott a l so knew that an 

Ind ian war would eventua l ly c ome about , whe ther o r  no t 

the Br i t i sh furni shed aid . There fore , the reque s t  o f  

Tecum s eh wa s rel ated t o  h i s  supe rior s ,  wi th add i tional 

commen t s  by C apta in E l l iott c onc e rn i ng the ove ra l l s i t-

uation . 

Tecum s eh cont inued hi s appeal  for a con federacy 

with speeche s del ivered befo r e  the var iou s Indian tr ibe s 

that inhabi ted the area from Wi scon s i n  to F lo r id a . I n  

the f a l l  o f  1 8 1 1 , Tecumseh d e l ivered a speech t o  the 

Choc taw counc i l . The sp eech wa s 

rel ated by Co lone l John P i tchlymn , a white man o f  
sterl ing integ r i ty , and who ac ted for many yea r s  

l l rbid . ( C anad i an Manu s c r ipt s ) . 
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a s  interpreter to the Choc taws for the United 
S tate s Government , and who wa s an eye witne s s  to . 
the thr i l l i ng s c ene , a s im i lar one , never be fore 
nor a fterwar d s  b e fe l l  the lot o f  a wh ite man to 
witne s s , except that of S am D a l e , the great s cout 
o f  Genera l  Andrew Jack son , who wi tne s sed a s im i l a r  
one - - that o f  T e c um s e h  in c oun c i l  a s sembl ed wi th 
Mu scogee s ,  s hortly a f terward s . . .  1 2  

Tecum s e h  began h i s  j ourney to the South somet ime 

dur ing the month o f  Aug u s t  in 1 8 1 1 . The Choctaw counc i l  

did not take p l ace unt i l  somet ime i n  September that s ame 

year . The C ho ctaws had t aken a po s i t ion o f  e i ther 

neu tr a l i ty o r  loya l ty to the U n i ted State s . Dur ing the 

Creek War of 1 8 1 2 - 1 8 1 4 ,  Apu s hamatahah , the rul ing chi e f  

o f  the C hoctaw s , kept hi s tribe and the ir a l l i e s  neutr a l  

o r  e l se a c t ive l y  engaged on t h e  Amer ican s ide . Tecumseh 

had a rugg ed j ob a he ad of him if he was to convince Apu sh-

amatahah to j o i n  i n  an I nd i an confederacy to ho l d  back 

the Amer i c an s . 

S l eep no l .onger , 0 Choc taws and Chicka s aws 
. . .  in f a l s e  secur i ty and delus ive hope s . Our 
broad domai n s  are f a s t  e scap ing from our gra sp . 
Every yea r  our whi t e  intruders become more greedy , 
e xa c ti ng , oppr e s s ive and overbear ing . Every ye ar 
contentions spring up between them and our peop l e  
and when b l ood i s  shed w e  have to make atonement 
whe ther r i ght or wrong , at the co s t  of  the l ive s of 
our greate s t  c h i e f s ,  and the yielding up of  large 
tra c t s  of our l and s . . . 

• • . Then ha ste to the re l ie f  o f  our common 
cau s e , a s  by consangu i n i ty of bl ood you are bound ; 

1 2 H .  B .  Cu shman , H i s tory of the Choctaw , Chicka s aw 
and Natche z Indian s (Greenvi l le , Texa s : He ad l ight 
Printing Hou s e , 1 8 9 9 ) , p .  3 0 3 . 
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l e s t  the day be not far d i s tant when you wi ll be 
left s ing l e -handed and a lone to the c rue l mercy · 

o f  our mo s t  inveterate foe . 1 3  

Continu i ng with hi s campaign for un i ty , Tecumseh 

vi s i ted the O sage s  sometime during the winter of 1 8 1 1 -

1 8 1 2 . The speech by Tecumseh wa s taken down by John D .  

Hunter , who wa s pre sent in the O s ag e  c amp when i t  wa s 

del ivered . " Hunter c l a imed that he had been an I nd i an 

capt ive dur ing hi s chi ldhood and youth . 11 1 4  The O s ag e  

Indians had made the ir camp o n  the Arkan s a s  River , we s t  

of  the Mi s s i s s ipp i - -qui te f a r  from Tecum s eh ' s  home ba s e . 

Brother s , - -We a l l  bel ong to one f ami ly ; we are 
all chi ldren of the Great Spiri t ; we wa lk in the 
s ame path ; s l ake our thir s t  at the same spr ing ; and 
now a f fa i r s  of the greate s t  conc ern lead us to smoke 
the p ipe around the same counc i l  f ire ! . . • 

Brother s , - -We mu st be un ited ; we mu s t  smoke the 
same p ipe ; we mu st f ight each othe r s ' battl e s ; and 
more than a l l , we ,mu st love the Great Sp i r i t ; he i s  
for u s ; he wi l l  de story our enemie s , and make a l l  
hi s r ed c h i ldren happy . 1 5  

Al though the O sage s  were impre s s ed wi th wha t  he had s a id , 

they dec ided aga i n s t  j o ining Te cumseh ' s  federation . 

I n  June o f  1 8 1 2 , Tecumseh returned to one o f  h i s  

camp s o n  the Waba sh . The Br i t i sh in Canada were urg ing 

l 3w . C .  Vanderwerth , Ind i an Orato r y  ( Norman , Ok l a 
homa : Univer s i ty o f  Okl ahoma P r e s s , 1 9 7 1 ) , pp . 5 5 - 5 7 . 

1 4John D .  Hunter , Memo i r s  o f  a Captive Among the 
---,��=--����---=�����--=:..-�-

Indians o f  North Amer ica (London : The Author , 1 8 2 4) , p .  
43 . 

1 5 Ib1"d . , 44 48 pp . - • 
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the Ind i an s , spec i f i c a lly Tecumseh , to take a cour s e  o f  

neutr a li ty w i t h  the Amer icans . The Br it i sh urged the 

Indian s  to c hoo se a route of peace rathe r  than of war , 

becau se too many people on both s ide s wou ld d i e . Tecum-

seh, in hi s speech to Co lone l Matthew E l l iott , reminded 

the Br i t i s h  o f f ic e r  that any death and de s truct ion 

brought upon the Amer i cans , wa s a r e s u lt of provoc ation 

by the Amer i cans . Tecumseh exp la ined that the I nd ian s 

were wi l l i ng to ta lk peac e , i f  peace wa s the wi sh o f  the 

Amer i c an s . However , vio l ence by the Amer i c an s  would be 

met with vio l ence from the I nd i an s . 

F a ther and Brother s !  We wi l l  now in a few 
word s dec lare to You our who l e  he art s - - I f  we he ar 
the Big Kn ive s coming towa rd s  our vi l l age s to speak 
peace , we wi ll receive them ; but i f  we hea r  o f  any 
of our people be ing hurt by them , or if they unpro
voked ly advance aga inst us in a ho s t i l e  ma�ger , be 
a s sured we wi l l  de fend our s e lv e s  l ike men . 

Ove r  a year after Tecumseh del ivered h i s  speech 

to Colone l E ll iott at Machekethie on the Waba sh , the 

great I nd ian orato r  had occas ion to addre s s  the Bri t i sh 

commander , General Procter , i n  charge o f  operat ion in 

the northern part of the country . Thi s  speech wa s 

del ivered i n  a counc i l  on September 1 8 , 1 8 1 3 . Barc l ay ' s 

def eat , the lo s s  o f  the Brit i sh f l e e t  on Lake E r i e , and 

1 6 E .  A .  Cruik shank , Documents Re l a ting to the 
Inva s ion of C anada and the Surrende r  of Detro i t , 1 8 1 2  
(Ottawa : Pub lic a tions o f the C anadian Archive s - -No . 
7 ,  1 9 1 2 ) , p .  3 4 .  
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the ma s s ive preparation s  for Amer ican inva s i on o f  C anada 

below Amher s tburg , made i t  nec e s sary for Procter to 

con sider a bandoning hi s po s t s  at Detro i t  and Amher s tburg 

(Fort Ma lden ) and retreat ing to Niagara . " Hi s  ( Procte r ) 

plan wa s oppo s ed by Tecumseh , who appear s to have comp-

pe l l ed h im to make a bel ated s tand aga i n s t  Harr i son ' s  

swi f t ly moving invader s at Moraviantown . 11
1 7  

Tecum se h  wa s 

de sperate in h i s appeal for Bri t i s h  aid . 

F a ther - - L i sten to your chi ldren ! You s e e  them 
now a l l  before you . The war before thi s , our Br i t i sh 
father g ave the hatchet to h i s  red chi ldren when 
our o l d  c h ie f s  we re a l ive . They are now a l l  dead . 
I n  that wa r, our father wa s thrown on hi s back by 
the Ame r i c an s , and our father took them by the hand 
wi thout our knowledge , and we are afraid our f ather 
wi l l  do so again at thi s time . 

F a ther ! You have got the arms and ammuni t ion 
wh ich our great father sent for his r ed c h i l dren . 
I f  you have any idea o f  go ing away , g ive them to u s , 
and you may go in welcome , for u s . Our l ive s are 
in the hand s o f  the Great Spirit . We are deter
mined to defend our land s , and i f  i t  is  hi s wi l l , 
we wi s h  to l eave our bone s upon them . 1 8  

A s  stated be fore in thi s chapter , the se s ix 

speeche s c an be documented for authent i c i ty .  Though not 

many of h i s  speeche s r emain , one fact has been agreed 

upon by s ever a l  h i s to r i an s : Tecumseh wa s a fine orator . 

" He wa s a br i l l i ant or ator and warr ior and a brave and 

1 7
John Richard son , War of 1 8 1 2 ( London : Brockvi l l e , 

Ltd . , I nc . , 1 8 42 ) , p .  1 1 9 . 

1 8
Ibid . , pp . 1 1 9 - 1 2 0 .  
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distingu i s hed patr iot o f  hi s peop l e . He wa s learned 

and wi s e , and wa s noted among hi s whi t e  enemi e s , for hi s 

integ r i ty and human i ty . 11 1 9  " Hi s  ma j e st i c  orator i c a l  

abi l i ty wa s r iva l ed , accord i ng to j udge s among the 

front ier smen , only by that of Henry C lay . G i fted , s tud-

iou s , ab s temiou s , he wa s acqua inted with S hake speare and 

the Scr ipture s and und e r s tood the c ampaigns o f  Hann iba l 

and Alexander the Great . 11 2 0  And f inal l y , a third h i s -

torian had thi s t o  s ay : 

When speak ing on the sub j e c t  ( d r iving the Americans 
from I ndian l and s ) ,  hi s c ountenance wou l d  l ight 
up with f i ery and haunty pride ; hi s frame would 
swe l l  with emot ion ; every po s ture which he  a s sumed , 
and every g e s ture , wou ld be e l oquent wi th mean
ing . At the s ame time , h i s  l an gu a ge wou ld f low 
with g lowing e l oquence , a s  i t  spoke the pa s s ionate 
thought s o f  hi s ve ry sou 1 . 2 1  

Tecumseh ' s  orator ical  ab i l ity ha s been a subj ect 

of comment s ,  but never one for re s e arch . I n  wr i t ing 

thi s the s i s , the bigg e s t  probl em s t em s  from the fact 

that very l ittle material about the pub l i c  spe ak ing of 

Tecumseh h a s  been pub l i shed . The two we l l  known bio-

graphe r s  o f  Tecumseh , Drake and Tucker , do ment ion the 

l 9Alvin M .  Jo sephy , Jr . , The Patriot Chie f s  ( New 
York : The Viking Pre s s , 1 9 6 1 ) , p .  1 3 2 . 

2 0Gl enn Tucker , Tecum s eh ( Ind i anapo l i s : The Bobb s 
Merr i l l  C o . , I nc . , 1 9 5 6 ) , p .  1 5 . 

2 1cha lre s H .  L .  John s ton , F amou s  I n di an Chi e f s  
( Bo s ton : P ag e  Pub l i sher s , 1 9 04) , p .  3 1 0 . 
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great speak ing abi l i ty of  Tecumseh , but there seems to be 

a need for a mor e  d e f in i t e  anal y s i s o f  Tecumseh ' s  rheto r i c  

and ora tory . 

Mo s t  o f  the mater i a l  on I nd i an oratory that i s  

now avai l abl e ,  concern s  i t se l f  wi th general tribal ora

tory o r  spec i f i c  tribal orator s ( i . e . , " Indian Oratory " 

and " Ind i an E l oquenc e " by Mabel  Morri s and " The Oratory 

of the D akota Indian s "  by Lo i s  E .  Buswe l l ) .  Al l of the s e  

arti c l e s  are e i ther too genera l or too spe c i f i c , and 

are dated . (Ve ry f ew a rt i c l e s  have been wr itten in thi s 

area in the la s t  twenty y�a r s . ) Howeve r , the s e  a rt i c l e s  

can b e  u sed to examine the rhetor i c  and orato ry o f  

Tecumseh i n  terms o f  rac i a l  appeal and continu i ty . 

Al l o f  the biog raph i c a l  information that ha s been 

wr itten about Tecumseh r e f l e c t s  a lmo s t  pre c i s i on in 

the r e s earch . The r e  i s very l ittle di s crepancy concern

ing the l i fe and t ime s o f  the Shawnee c hi e f , Tecumseh . 

But the pre s ent r e s earch concern ing h i s  rhetoric and h i s  

oratory i s  a lmo s t  super f i c i al i n  tha t n o  author attempts 

to de lve very deeply into the publ i c  speak ing o f  Tecumseh . 

It i s  the purpo s e  o f  thi s the s i s  to i nve stigate and 

analy z e  the rheto r i c  of Tecumseh . 



C HAPTER I I  

I n  order to s tudy Tecumseh a s  an orator more 

care ful ly , i t  is  important to inve stig ate the per i od 

of hi story that he lped introduce and f i na l ly ho s t  the 

rhetoric of Tecumseh . The fol l owing hi stor i c a l  over 

view i s  more than a report on the event s in Amer i c an 

hi sto ry , i t  i s  an account o f  the Amer i can I nd i an ' s  ro l e  

i n  the mak ing o f  thi s  c ountry ' s  h i s tory . The overview 

wi l l  span over two hundr ed yea r s , from 1 6 2 0  to 1 8 2 5 . 

The per i od o f  t ime which e l ap s ed from the 

arr iva l of the f ir s t  s e tt l e r s  in North Aemr i c a  to the 

be ginning of the Revo lut ionary War i s  a lmo s t  a s  great a s  

th e time tha t h a s  e l ap sed s inc e that event . For the 

mo st part o f  thi s per iod , the Ind i an he ld the key to 

succ e s s  or fai lure of the new c o lonie s .  I n  near l y  every 

ins tance the f i r s t  arriva l s  wer e  rece ived with k indne s s  

and ho spital i ty . They were o f fered food and she lter and 

shown how to survive in the wi lderne s s . Ma s s a so i t  and 

Powhatan , principal chie f s  in Ma s s achu s et t s  and V i rg in i a , 

respect ive ly , ma inta ined peace wi th the whi t e s  to the 

end of the i r  l ive s . 

However , the re was a spir i t  o f  arrogance and 

super ior ity i n  the c o l on i s t s  which eventua l l y  brought 

them into con f l i c t  with the nat ive tribe s . I t  wa s once 

2 7  



rema r ked that when the P i lg r im s  f i r s t  l anded in the new 

wor ld , they fe l l  f i r s t  upon the i r  kne e s  and then upon 

the I nd i an s . The ear ly s e t t l e r s  c ame to America wi th no 

notion tha t the nat ive s were ent i t l ed to any more respect-

fu l con s i d erat ion than caution might require . 

The Virg inia Ind ian s met the sma l l  c o l ony o f  

Engl i shmen with ho spita l i ty rather than ho s t i l ity . Wi th-

out the Ind i an food s tu f f s  supp l i ed in the nick of time , 

and wi thout the benevo l ent atti tude o f  the provider s , 

Jame stown would probably have been another Roanoke . The 

fo l l owing account i s  by John Smi th • 

. . • and shortly a fter i t  p l e a sed God ( in our 
extremi ty ) to move the Ind i an s  to bring us Corne , 
ere i t  wa s ha l f  r ipe . to r e f r e s h  u s , when we rather 
expec ted when they wou ld de s troy u s  . . . 

• • . Our provi s i o n s  being now within twent i e  
day s spent , the Ind i an s brought u s  g r e a t  s tore bothe 
of Corne and bread already made : and a l so there 
c ame such abound ance of Fowl e s  into the River s ,  a s  
greatly refre shed our we ak e s tate s . l 

I n  tho s e  days of  weakne s s , the Eng l i sh found i t  

convenient t o  arrang e the equiva lent o f  a " dyn a s t i c " 

mar r i age between John Ro l fe and Poc ahonta s .  Though a 

few intermarr iage s d id occur , the overa l l  idea wa s 

un ique . Any backwood s adventure s wi th Ind i an maidens 

were d i scretely acc epted , but a forma l marr i ag e  to such 

a maiden c a l l ed for a pub l i c  expl anation . 

1L .  G .  Tyl e r , ed . ,  Narrative s o f  E ar ly Virg inia 
(New York : Barne s and Nob le ,  1 9 5 9 ) , pp . 3 7 - 3 8 . 
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Whi l e  there were among the Eng l i sh a few parti

sans o f  intermarr iage s ,  thi s pra c t i c e  with the I nd i a n s  

wa s never o f f i c i a l l y  encouraged , and wa s eventu a l ly for

bidden in many o f  the colon i e s .  On the o ther hand , in 

New France , intermarriage with the native s  wa s encour 

aged by both c iv i l  and re l igious authorit i e s , and mixture 

of the rac e s  took place there on a wide s c a l e . Whi le the 

d i f f erenc e s  in the c i rcum s tanc e s  of the two colon i e s  

( i . e . , a sma l l  whi t e  popu l at i on b a s ed on the fur trad e , 

contra sted to a rel atively l arge whi te popu l a t ion ba s ed 

on farming ) might exp l a i n  the d i f ferenc e s  in the extent 

of intermarr iage , there c an be no exp l anat ion for the 

re str i c t ive l eg i s l ation o f  the Eng l i sh co loni e s  ex cept 

the pre sence of atti tud e s  of super iority . The Ind ians  

were qu ick to  perce ive the s e  attitude s ,  and it  soon 

became obviou s wher e Indi an sentiment would f a l l if a 

confrontation between Fren ch and Eng l i sh coloni s t s  were 

to ari se . 

The fact that the Eng l i sh popu l ation wa s muc h  

larger than the French , and that they l ived in mor e  

thickly s e t t l e d  corrununiti e s , insulated the Bri t i sh f rom 

d irect contact with the Indian s . Intermarr iage wa s 

probably held i n  check by thi s particular pattern o f  

living . The fact that mo s t  Eng l i sh sett l e r s  were 

farmer s ,  requiring the a id o f  the techn i c a l  sk i l l s  o f  
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European women , may a l so have been a fac tor . But the 

laws aga i n s t  " m ixed marriag e s " reve a l  certain a t t i tude s 

not held by the ma j or i ty o f  the French inhabi t an t s . I t  

shou ld a l so b e  noted that the F r ench po s s e s s ions were 

never torn by the I nd i an war s which made l i f e  pe r iod i c a l ly 

ha z ardou s i n  the Eng l i sh settlement s .  The French were 

in need o f  a f i rm a l l iance with the Ind i an s  as a barr i e r  

aga in s t  t h e  more populous Eng l i sh colonie s ,  and inter

marr iage wa s apparent ly c on s i dered a s  one mean s of 

accomp l i shing thi s . 

The pattern o f  white re lation s wi th the I nd i a n s  

that wa s eatab l i shed in Virg i n i a  wa s ,  with f ew ex c eption s , 

character i s t i c  o f  the relat ion s that we re to preva i l  every

where for three centur ie s .  I n  the stage o f  weakne s s , 

fri end ly re lations were to be mainta ined in the intere s t  

of se l f -pre s ervation : ( 1 )  a crown g iven to c h i e f  Powhatan 

by the c o lon i s t s  of Virg inia;  (2 ) a hundred I ndian s 

invi ted to the f ir st Thank sg iving f e a s t  at P l ymouth; 

( 3 )  recogn i t i on of the pr ior right of Indians to the 

so i l , and negot iations  between suppo sed equa l s . When 

settl emen ts appe ared to be pe rmanent , the number s o f  

whi te s  had g rown , and the ir s tock o f  arms wa s adequate , 

the att i tude shi ft ed to one o f  overbear ing arroganc e . 

The Eng l i sh then took the po s i tion tha t they were not 

" gue st s " in the country , but " ma s ter s , "  and that the 
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Indians were subj e c t s  bound to obey the ir l aws , and to 

submit to whatever demands the Eng l i sh might make o f  

them . I f  an accommodat i on wa s occas iona l ly nece s sary , 

it wou ld l a s t  only so long a s  to accumu l ate streng th 

for another blow . 

F i fteen ye ar s o f  peac e ended shortly a fter the 

death of Powhatan , when hi s brother and suc c e s sor , Opechan 

c anough , l aunched war aga i n s t  the settlemen t s  in 1 6 2 2 .  

When Opechancanough took up the hatchet , he nearly wiped 

out the Eng l i sh settlement s .  Eng l i sh arm s  preva i led and 

the redman wa s pu shed farther back into the wi lderne s s . 

It wa s only s ixteen yea r s  a f ter the f i r s t  settlemen t s  in 

New Engl and , that the Eng l i sh felt strong enough to 

ex terminate the P equo t s . Thi s grue some task wa s made 

easier becau se neighboring tr ibe s wer e  e i ther neutr al 

or a ided the Eng l i sh .  

The l i f e o f  the r e s pec ted Ma s s a s o i t  ended in 

1 6 6 2 , and hi s olde s t  son , Al exande r , d i ed tha t  s ame year . 

Hi s second son , Metacome t , then became c h i e f  o f  the Wam

panoag s , and qu i e t ly pr epared for a showdown . Provoca 

tion s were numerou s enough . Pur i tans decreed tha t 

Indians mu st not work or c arry burden s on the S abbath . 

,D s ipute s arose over l and t i t le s . Ind ians were arre sted , 

pun i shed , and some t ime s executed for violating l aw s  

they had no p a r t  i n  making . Eng l i sh cattle overran 
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Indian corn f i e l d s  with no hint o f  reparation from the ir 

owner s .  

I n  June o f  1 6 7 5  three I ndians  we re hanged for 
the a l l eged murder o f  S a s s aman , a Chri s t i an I nd i an 
who served a s  an informer for the white s . • . 
Within days the I nd i an s  s truck back by setting 
hom e s  a f ire a t  Swan s e a , and the greate s t  I nd i a n  
outbreak o f  co lon i a l  h i s tory wa s on . 2 

Metacomet had managed to form a confederacy o f  

j ealous tribe s . " O f n i ne ty Eng l i sh town s , hi s warriors 

attacked f i f ty - two and completely d e s troye d  twe lve . 11
3 

The f i ghting l a s ted one year , but on Augu s t  1 2 , 1 6 7 6 ,  

Metacomet wa s betrayed and s la i n , and the f ight ended 

in defeat . Metacomet ' s  head wa s d i splayed a s  a trophy 

on the pa l i sade at P l ymouth ; h i s  w i f e  and li t t l e  son 

were so l d  as s l ave s i n  the We s t  Indi e s , a long with mo s t  

other captive s . Late in the century sporad i c  f ight ing 

erupted in Maine , but i t  wa s too l ate , and the s e  tr ibe s 

too s ank bac k into the status o f  a herd of  caged an ima l s . 

P r i or to the F r ench and Ind i an War every c o lony 

wa s racked by b l oo dy war f are wi th the ex ception of Georg i a  

and Penn sylvan i a . I n  the latter c a s e s  the founder s care-

fu l ly c u l t ivated f r i endly r e l a t io n s  with the I nd i a n s  o f  

tha t region . 

2 Harry J .  C a rmen , Haro ld C .  Syrett and Bernard W.  
Wi shy , A H i s tory of the Amer i c an Peopl e , Vo l . I ( New 
York : Al fred A .  Knopf , Publ i sher , 1 9 5 2 ) , p .  7 1 .  

3 Ibid . , p .  7 6 .  
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The Dutch in New York virtua l ly exterminated 
the sma l l  Algonquin trib e s  of the Hudson Val ley and 
Long I s l and , but the powerful Iroquoi s  con federacy 
in the north remai ned al l i ed to the Dutch , and 
late r , to the Eng l i sh , s t�nd ing as a powerful wa l l  
again s t  French Expan s ion . 

The only I nd ian attacks tha t were exper i enced i n  New York 

in th i s  period c ame from Canada , where tribes a l l ied to 

the French made occas ional a s sau l t s  again s t  New York and 

New Eng land . " The F ive Nation s ( s ix Nat ion s a f te r  1 7 1 3 ) 

were important a s  too l s  for f i ght ing the war s o f  New York 

agains t the French and the i r  Ind i an s , and a l so in the 

fur trade , which became the pr incipal ente rpri s e  of the 

co lony . " 5 The bulk of the Iroquo i s  remained peac e ful 

toward New York unt i l  the Revolutionary War . 

In the Amer ican pha se o f  wha t  Europe c a l l ed the 

" Seven Year s War , " a number of Ind i an tribe s ( from the 

Al l e ghen i e s  to the Mi s s i s s ippi and from Kentucky to 

Canada ) were a l l i ed with France . They i n i t i ated repeated 

de feats to the Eng l i sh .  For the f i r s t  t ime Penn sy lvan i a  

suffered f rom the attack s o f  De l aware s and Shawnee s .  

Wo l f e ' s  victory over Montcalm at Quebec put 
an end to the f ighting between the two European 
powe r s , and the peacemaker s at P ar i s  redrew the 

4wi l l i am McDonald , ed . , Documentary S ource Book 
of Ame r i c an H i s tory ( 3 rd , ed . ;  New York : The Macmi l l an 
Co . , 1 9 2 9 ) , p .  9 6 . 

5 Ibid . , p .  1 0 9 . 
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map o f  North Amer i c a  wi thou t regard to the abor i 
ginal inhab itant s . 6 

The Ind i a n s  did not l ay down the i r  arms for l ong , but 

soon attacked again und e r  the ab l e  Ottawa chie f  Ponti ac . 

Al l o f  the fron t i e r  was a t  the Indian s ' mer cy , 

and the po s t s  recently abandoned by the Fren ch f e l l  into 

the ir hand s . The denial o f  French suppor t  and aid was 

probab ly re spon s ib l e  for the u l t imate d i scour a gement o f  

the Indi an s  a s  any d e c i s ive mi l itary even t . The Ind i an s 

were un ab l e  to a s sume contro l o f  the We s t  for two ye ar s . 

The Lord s o f  Trade , in an e f fort to aver t  further 
troub le with the Indian s , induc ed the Roya l edict 
o f  Oc tober 7 ,  1 7 6 3 , whi c h  f orbade whi te sett l e 
ment i n  the reg ion we s t  o f  t9e sour c e s  o f  the 
rive r s  f a l l i ng into the s e a . 

Thi s set in mo tion a chain o f  event s  l e ad ing toward the 

separation of the colon i e s  f rom the mothe r  country . The 

fro ntier smen and l and specul ator s were unwi l l ing to sur-

render the Wes t  to the native s . H i s  Ma j e s ty ' s govern-

ment wa s compe l l ed to station a standing army in the 

co lonie s ,  perhap s to po l i c e  the I nd i an s , pe rhap s a l so to 

enforce the proc l amation again s t  inva s ion of the i r  domain . 

Wi shy , 
York : 

6 Harry J .  Carmen , Harold C .  Syrett and Bern ard W .  
A H i s to ry o f  the Ameri can People (Vo l . I ;  New 
Al fred A .  Knop f , Pub l i sher , 1 9 5 2 ) , p .  9 0 .  

7 Jame s Al ton Jame s , " Indian Diplomacy and the 
Opening of the Revo lution in the We s t , "  Proceedin g s  o f  
the State H i s tor i c a l  Soci e ty o f  Wi scon s in , ·1 9 0 9  (Mad i 
son : 1 9 1 0) , p. 4 1 .  
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When the roya l government sought to sadd l e  the colon i s t s  

with the co s t  o f  thi s venture through a s er i e s  o f  taxe s , 

a seri e s  o f  prote s t s  fo l lowed . The se prote s t s  i n i t i ated 

a cha in react ion which f l ared into open revo l t  at Concord 

Bridge Apr i l  1 9 , 1 7 7 5 .  

The o utbreak o f  the Revolutionary War i n  1 7 7 5  

left the c o l on i e s wi thout the protect ion o f  the mother 

country ag ain s t  the Ind i an s . I n s tead , the recent pro -

te et er " in c i ted " the Indians to war agai n s t  the colon -

1s ts . The I nd ian s e a s i ly be l i eved that they had more to 

fear f rom the l and- greedy colon i s t s  than from the d i stant 

powe r . 

Whi l e  the Ind ians were a l i gned ma inly on the s ide 

o f  the Br i t i sh , the f i r s t  e f forts to a l ly them to e i ther 

side were probab ly made by the provinc i a l  Congre s s  o f  

Ma s sachu s e t t s . 

Early i n  Apr i l  1 7 7 5 , th i s  body (the Congre s s  o f  
Ma s sa chu sett s ) s ent an addre s s  to the S tockb r idge 
Ind i an s , a Mohic an remnant.  They a l so sent a l e tter 
to Reve rend S amue l Kirkland , a mi s s ionary to the 
One ida s ,  i n s tructing him to attach the S ix Nations 
to the Amer i c an c au s e , and if thi s proved impo s s ib l e , 
to per suade them to remain neutral • . .  The Bri t i sh 
appo inted an Ind i an superintendent for Nova Scotia 
to  o f f  s e t  the i n f luence o f  Ma s s achu setts among the se 
tribe s . 8 

A d e leg at ion o f  S tockbridg e s , a lready active in 

8wa l ter H .  Mohr , F ederal  Ind i an Re l ations 1 7 7 4 -
1788 ( Phi l ad e l ph i a : the author , 1 9 3 3 ) , p .  2 9 . 
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the colon i a l  c au s e , wa s sent to the Mohawks . I t  was 

hoped , that the One id a s  and Onondagas wou ld be won over 

by the mi s s ionar ie s , Kirkl and and Cro sby . Dr . E l e a z ar 

Whee lock wa s to approac h Jos eph Brant , a noted Mohawk 

warrior . Brant had attended Dr . Wheelock ' s  Ind i a n  

school and there wa s a mutua l  t r u s t  and respect bu i l t  

up between the two . However , with the exception o f  the 

One ida s ,  a l l  o f  the coa l i ti on s  f e l l through . One writer 

conc lud e s  that " here , a s  e l sewhere , encroachments we re a 

prominent factor in mak ing the Indian s d e c ide in f avor 

of Great Br i tain . " 9 

" On Ju ly 1 2 1  1 7 7 5 ,  Congre s s  r e s o lved to e s tab-

li sh three Ind i an departmen ts , northern , midd l e  and 

southern . 11 10 The commi s s ione r s  for each were d i rected 

to obtain the a s s i s tance o f  men o f  inf luence among the 

Ind i an s ; seek a l l i ance s with the Indi an s  i f  the B r i t i sh 

should u s e  Indians ag ain s t  the colonie s ;  arre s t  Briti sh 

agents who s t i rred up the I nd i an s ; and report to Congre s s  

on the i r  f inanc i a l  a f fair s and Ind i an a f fa i r s  i n  genera l .  

The northern department wa s to s upport Canad ian Ind i a n  

students to E l e a z ar Whe e l o ck ' s  schoo l s ince the s e  wer e  

9 I b id . , p .  3 5 . 

l OJournal s o f  the Amer i c an C ongre s s , from 1 7 7 4  
to 1 7 8 8  ( 4  Vo l s . ;  Wa shington : Way and Gid�on , 1 8 2 3 ) , 
I ,  pp . 1 1 2 - 1 1 4 . 
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ma inly l oyal to the Ame r i c an c au s e . Whi l e  there were no 

such organ i z ed f r a te rn i t i e s  sympathetic  to the Amer i c an 

cause in e i ther the southern or midd l e  department s ,  i t  

wou ld have b e e n  l ikely that the se fratern i t i e s  would a l so 

have enj oyed the s ame support a s  d i d  E l e a z ar Whee lock ' s  

schoo l . 

The general po l icy o f  the Congre s s  at the ou t s e t  

o f  the Revo lution wa s t o  attempt t o  secure Ind i an neutra l -

ity , s ince i t  wa s much harder t o  persuade them t o  j o in 

in the co l on i a l  c au s e . I n  an addre s s  prepared and 

del ivered to the S ix Nation s on Ju ly 1 3 , 1 7 7 5 , Congre s s  

tr ied to exp l ai n  the c au s e s  o f  the quarre l wi th the king 

and c l o s ed with an appeal for the Indi an s to rema in 

neutr a l : 

Thi s i s  a f ami ly quarre l between u s  and O l d  
Engl and . Y o u  Ind i an s  a r e  not concerned in i t . We 
don ' t  wi sh you to take up the hatchet aga i n s t  the 
king ' s troop s . We d e s i r e  you to rema in at home , 
and not j oi n  on e i the r s ide , but keep the hatchet 
bur ied deep . 1 1  

Later , however , on May 2 5 , 1 7 7 6 , Congre s s  r e s o lved 

that "it i s  highly expedi ent to enga ge the Indians in the 

service o f  the Uni ted Co loni e s . " 1 2  On March 7 ,  1 7 7 8 , 

Co lonel Nathan i e l  G i s t  wa s author i z ed to enga ge two 

l l ibid . , pp . 1 1 4 - 1 1 5 . 

1 2 secret Journ a l s o f  the Act s  and Proceedin gs of  
Con gre s s  ( Bo s ton : Thoma s B .  Wa i t , 1 8 2 1 ) , I ,  p .  4 4 . 
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hundred Indian s on the frontier o f  Virg i n i a  and the 

Carol ina s ,  and to supply them wi th good s . The i n i t i a l  

engagement o f  the Indian forc e s  b y  Colone l Gi s t  wa s 

succe s s fu l , but the arms and various other suppl ie s 

promi sed to the Indians soon began to thin out . Becau s e  

the colon i s t s  became l ax on honor ing the i r  promi s e , the 

Indian s  found it u s e l e s s  to honor the i r  end of the agre e -

rnent . 

During the ent ire per i od o f  the war , " the Uni ted 

State s suc ceeded in arrang ing only one treaty of a l l i ance 

with an Indian tr ibe , that wi th the D e l aware s at Fort 

Pitt , S eptembe r  1 7 , 1 7 7 8 . " 1 3  I n  th i s  documen t  the two 

part i e s  mu tu a l ly forgave each o the r for past wrong s , 

promi s ed perpetual peace and fri endship , and free pas s age 

through D e l aware terri tory for Amer i c an troops , with the 

Indians agre e ing to furn i sh suppl i e s  and warr iors to 

reduce the Bri t i sh po s t s . The Uni ted S tate s was permi tted 

to erect a fort for the " prote c t i on " of the I nd i an s . 

Ne ither s id e  was to i n f l i c t  pun i s hment for o f fen s e s  wi th-

out tri a l , or to protect c r imin a l  fug i t ive s . Trad ing 

agents were to be appo inted by the U n i ted State s . F inal ly , 

the Indians  we re o f f ered eventual statehood with 

1 3  
Char l e s  J .  Kappler , ed . , 

Treaties ( 1 5 Vo l s . ;  Wa shington : 
Of f i c e , 1 9 0 3 - 1 9 4 1 ) , I I , p .  3 .  

Ind i an Af fai r s , Laws and 
Government Printing 
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representation i n  Congre s s ,  shou ld they d e s ire i t . 

The treaty l a s ted only one year . Unable to 

furn i sh the Indians with suf f i c ient good s , and powe r le s s  

to prevent fron t i e r  settlers  from murdering Indian s , or  

to o f f s et Br i t i s h  threats , Congre s s  l o s t  thi s  pote n t i a l  

ally . Certain tr ibe s and band s d i d  g ive a s s i s tance to 

the Uni ted S tate s . Some treati e s  we re a l s o  set up with 

the Ind i an s  by ind ividua l s tate gove rnmen ts . 

The treati e s  that were eventual ly set up c ame 

only a f ter mo st o f the f ight ing had sub s ided . Howeve r , 

during the actual con frontation s , the detai led accounts 

o f  the var ious mi l i ta ry engagements in whi ch I nd i an s  were 

employed indicate that support for the con f l i cting s i d e s  

(American and B r i t i sh )  we re a s  var i ed a s  the individua l 

Indian tribe s . Ind i an s  and Loya l i s t s  in 1 7 7 7  carr ied out 

the Wyoming , Penn sylvani a  ma s s acre . Th i s  act wa s puni shed 

in the nex t ye ar by an expedi t ion whi ch d e s troyed many 

Iroquo i s  vi l l age s . " Sene c a s  in S t . Leger ' s  Briti sh 

army in the Mohawk va l ley d e s erted at a c r i t i c a l  time thu s 

caus ing hi s eventual de feat . " 1 4  Hundreds o f  Indi an s were 

in Burgoyne ' s  army wh i ch wa s c aptured a t  Sa ratoga , as  

we l l  a s  in  the colonial  army which de feated him . The 

Shawnee s raided Kentucky settlement s ,  but C l ark ' s inva s ion 

1 4 John C l ark Ridpath , H i s tory of the· Uni ted S tate s 
(Bo s ton : S .  J .  Parkhi l l  and Co . , 1 8 7 6 ) , p .  2 2 0 .  
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o f  the Nor thwe s t  brought neutra l i z ation o f  many tribes 

in that reg ion . S ome o f  the s e  tribe s partic ipated in 

Hami l ton ' s  march to Vincenne s ,  whe re C l ark ma s sacred a 

group o f  Ind i an s  who were not i nvo lved in the con f l i c t . 

The Southern tribe s , e s pe c i al ly Creeks and Che roke e s , 

were active for the Br i t i s h  i n  a number o f  engagement s , 

but the Catawb a s  a ided the Amer i c an s . 

The c au s e s  o f  the Ameri can fai lure with the 

Indian s a t  thi s t ime were probably : ( 1 )  the I nd i an s ' 

convi ction that the Ame r i c an s  repre sented the greate s t  

threat t o  the i r  l and , and ( 2 )  the inabi l i ty o f  the 

American s  to win the i r  a l l eg i ance by supp lying them with 

good s to match tho s e  of the Br i ti s h . In the We s t , the 

Ohio Val ley , whi c h  was the focal po int of the advanc ing 

frontier , a third cau s e  wa s the atro c i t i e s  commi tted 

again st the Indian s . 

The Ind i an s  in the active s e rvi ce o f  the Amer i 

can armi e s  we re too few t o  b e  o f  any great mi l i tary 

impor tance . They served mainly a s  s cout s and guide s . 

The Ind i an method s o f  f ighting such a s  c amou f l age , 

fi ghting from cove r , and guerr i l la tact i c s , were adopted 

by the Amer i c an s  and proved supe r i or to Europe an mi l i tary 

method s .  

When the dust from f ighting the Revo l ution had 

fina l ly settled , it wa s c l e ar that ye t another fight wa s 
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emerg ing . The vic tory by the Amer i c an s  over the Briti sh 

was in no way a victory for the Indian s . The Indians had 

we lcomed to the i r  home l and the he lple s s  and weak settler s . 

The fri endly r edman fe l t  no ma l i c e  to the early c o l on i s t s ;  

he o f fered comfort and guidance and now the wh iteman wa s 

looking want ing ly at what the Indians po s s e s sed- - l and . 

I n  order to en l i s t  Indian suppor t  dur i ng the war , 

the Bri t i sh had c i rcul ated propaganda concerning the 

" l and -hungry Amer i c an s . "  Yet when the war ended and the 

Br i t i sh had gone back to E ng l and , " l and-hungry Amer i c an s "  

wa s no longer a phr a s e  o f  propaganda , i t  wa s a cold 

hard fact . The Ame ricans had mad e many i d l e  promi s e s  

to the Indians be fore , dur ing and after the war . I t  

seemed tha t a n  agreement wa s hono red b y  the Amer i c an s  

only long enough to get wha t they needed f rom the I nd i an s , 

then that s ame agreement became me an ing l e s s . I t  wa s some 

thing qu i te new for the Indians to encounter l i e s  and 

di shone s ty from peop l e  they had once tru sted . Both the 

Indian s ' l and and the ir pride were s l owly be ing tak en 

away . I t  soon became qu i te obviou s that the Indian s ' 

role in the Revo lutionary War wa s r e a l ly only one chap

ter in a long war for surviva l and po s s e s s ion of the i r  

country . 

The mea sure o f  Br i t i sh defeat i s  seen in the 

fact tha t no provi s ions for her a l l i e s  were made in the 
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pea ce treaty , in contrast to what wa s done i n  the Treaty 

of Ghent thirty-one ye ars later . The S ix Nation s were 

given a r e servation on the Grand River . Upper C anada 

{Ontar io ) became the new home for some of the New York 

Indi ans which migr ated to the area a fter the war . 

The Br i t i s h  continued for some yea r s  to remai n  

i n  po s s e s s ion o f  frontier po s t s  a round the Great Lake s . 

The se po s t s  promo ted trade betwe en the Eng l i s h  and the 

Indian s ; Eng l i sh good s inc lud ing f i r e arms were ex changed 

for Indian fur s . The Span i s h  i n  the Gu l f  carr i ed on 

a s imilar trade wi th the Southern Indian s . I n  both 

instance s ,  the trade demon s trated that there wa s probably 

some po l it i c a l  man ipu l ation i nvo lved . Wh i l e  the se 

power s  " sought to ma intain the i r  economi c and po l i ti c a l  

inf luence with the Ind i an s , there i s  n o  convinc ing 

proo f that they sought to induc e the redmen to war on 

the new repub l i c . " 1 5  

The war s  i n  the Ohio country near the end o f  the 

century were the d i rect r e s u l t  of whi te intru s ion on 

Indian l and s . When Mar i etta wa s e s tabl i s hed at the mouth 

of the Mu skingum in 1 7 8 8 , Fort Harmar wa s bui l t  ne arby 

1 5Ann i e  He l o i s e  Abe l , " The Hi story o f  Event s  
Re su lting i n  Indian Con so l i dation We s t  o f  the Mi s s i s s ippi 
River , "  Annu a l  Report of the Amer i c an Hi s tor i c a l  As soc i a
tion for the Year 1 9 0 6  {Wa s hington : 1 9 0 8 ) � I ,  p .  2 6 0 .  
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for the spec i f i c  purpo s e  o f  re s training the fur ther ad

vance of settlemen t . But thi s wa s only a temporary 

measure , and it wa s soon r e s o lved to pu sh the Indians  

back . The Shawnee s  o f  Ohio a l l i ed wi th the Miami s , Wyan

dots , Potawatomi s ,  Ottawa s , and other trib e s  to keep 

settl ement s  be low and east of the Ohio . After a s e r i e s  

of unsucce s s ful exped i t ion s culminat ing in the d i sa s 

trou s and ove rwhe lming defeat o f  Gen eral Arthur S t . 

Clair by L i t t l e  Turt l e , a M i ami chie f , Wa shing ton at l a s t  

found Anthony Wayne . Wayne wa s abl e , wi th some I nd i an 

al l i e s , to subdue the Indians at F a l len T imber s ,  near 

Tol edo . The I nd i an s  were led by a Shawnee warrior , 

Blue Jacke t . The Bri t i sh at Fort Mims denied r e fuge to 

the flee ing I nd i an s . The f o l lowing year s , in 1 7 9 5 , the 

Indians s igned the Treaty of Grenvi l le , which pushed 

them north of a l ine cro s s ing northcentr a l  Ohio , and 

secured s it e s  for trad i ng po s t s  and forts . 

Succe s s ive whi te advanc e s  and add i t iona l I nd i an 

land ce s s ions whi c h  fo l lowed convinced the unyield ing 

Shawnee , Tecums eh , and hi s brothe r , the Prophet {Ten skwa t

awa ) , that a confederation of a l l  the tribes wa s a prime 

nece s s i ty for the ir pre servat ion . Wi th great ski l l , 

Tecumseh forged such an a l l i an c e , reaching mo s t  tr ibe s 

between the Appa l a chian s and the Mi s s i s s ippi ,  but i t s  

aim was peace not war . Te cumseh hoped to ho ld hi s own 
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by adopting agriculture and rai s i ng l ive s tock . But the 

aggre s s ive governor of the Indiana Terr i tory , Wi l l iam H .  

Harri son , in the f a l l  o f  1 8 1 1 ,  marc hed on the v i l lage of 

Prophets town near the j unction o f  the Tippicanoe and 

Wabash River s .  The I nd i a n s  f i r s t  a sked fo r a par ley , 

then attacked e ar ly in the morning o f  November 7 .  Ther e  

wa s n o  dec i s ive vi ctory f o r  e ithe r  s ide , but the I ndians 

wi thdrew i n  the face o f  superior number s ,  and the ir 

vi l l age grain and l ivestock was d e s troyed . Tecumseh 

had been ab sent in the South at the t ime , but upon hi s 

return he attempted to r e s tore peace . Within a few 

months the Amer i c an war-hawk s , wi th the i r  lurid ta l e s  

of Br i t i sh in spi red savage attacks , had induced Congre s s  

to decl are war upon Great Brita in . The idea o f  an 

Ind i an bu f fe r  s tate between the Uni ted S tate s and Great 

Britain wa s onc e again an unatta inab l e  dream .  

The sympath i e s  o f  a l l  the northern tribe s wer e  

with Britain , a fact mo st l ikely r e l ated t o  the aggre s 

sive behavior o f  the Amer i c an s  toward the Indi an s in the 

preced ing per iod . Tecumseh took a leading ro le in the 

war , and l egend ho ld s tha t the Br i t i s h  gave him a briga

dier general ' s  uni form and commi s s ion . Black Hawk o f  

the S auk s c ame e a s t  from Rock I s land t o  j o in the s trug

gle . The great Shawnee leade r , Tecumseh , wa s k i l led a t  

the b a t t l e  o f  t h e  Thame s in 1 8 1 3 . Though the body o f  
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Tecumseh wa s never recovered , i t  wa s · co lon e l  Richard M.  

John ston o f  Kentucky who boas ted o f  f i r i ng the fatal 

shot . John ston u s ed thi s c l a im o f  " bravery " when he bid 

for the v i c e -pre s idency i n  1 8 3 6 . The Potawatomi forced 

the abandonment of Fort Dearborn a t  the mouth of the 

Onion ( Ch i c ago ) River and engaged the retre ating soldier s 

and settlers  i n  battl e . 

Jack son c amp a igned aga i n s t  the Creeks in Alabama , 

and s l aughtered hundr ed s  o f  them a t  Hor s e shoe Bend . How

ever , when he fought the batt l e  of New Orlean s , hundred� 

of friend ly C hoc taws a l igned them s e lve s with LaF i tte ' s  

pira t e s  and othe r s trange componen t s  o f  Jack son ' s  mot l ey 

army . 

At the peace conference in Ghen� , Belgium ,  

Br itain at temp ted to reward i t s  red al l i e s  and a l so to 

save the fur trade and prot e c t  Canada from future 

inva s ion by demandi ng that the Amer i c an s  evacuate the 

terr i tory north o f  the Ohio . Th i s  section o f  l and wa s 

to be erec ted a s  an Ind i an buf fer s tate , j u s t  a s  

Tecumseh had once dreamed i t  t o  be . Determined re s i s 

tanc e to th i s  d emand by the de l egat ion headed by John 

Qu incy Adam s  s ecured a treaty with no l and c e s s ions . 

Great Britain d i d  i n s i s t  upon a c lause requir ing 

the Uni ted S tate s to s ign separate trea t i e s  wi th each 

of the ho s t i l e  Indian tr ibe s and that the Indian s shou ld 
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not be pun i shed for the i r  part i c ipation i n  the war . To 

thi s  the Amer i c a n s  y i e lded . 

The ten ye ars ( 1 8 1 5 - 1 8 2 5 )  f o l l owing the s ign ing 

of the Ghent Treaty found the Amer i c an Indians c aught up 

in a type of l imbo . The re we re no mor e  war s to f ight , 

there for e ,  n e i ther s ide needed the i r  service s .  Like i t  

o r  not , the Indians wer e  now a " part " o f  the g rowing 

country o f  the Uni ted State s . They wer e  having to share 

what wa s once " the ir s "  wi th stranger s . The Indians were 

expe r i enc ing some thing qu ite new , "Man i f e s t  D e s t i ny , " 

and they were con fu s ed , and they were s c ared , but mo stly 

they wer e  defen s ive . 



C HAPTER I I I  

The c on f l ic t  that the colon i sts  shared with the ir 

mo ther country f i l led the ir l ive s to the po int that any 

danger from the Indians became second ary . Onc e  the 

larger war had ended , the settler s looked to the Ohio 

country a s  a source o f  future war . Thi s  war wa s not a 

con f l ic t  over " taxation wi thout repr e s entation . "  The 

American s  s aw thi s war as a con f l i c t  wi th " s avag e s " who 

refused to g ive into the white man ' s wi she s . The I nd i a n s  

of the O h i o  country saw the con f l i c t  a s  a f ight for 

surviva l . A s  mor e  and more settle r s  o f  the new frontier 

were being k i l l ed , i t  bec ame apparent to the young 

government of the Un i ted S tate s that the Ind i an prob l em 

must be d e a l t  wi th quickly . 

The Ohio va l l ey was i nhab i ted by Shawnee s and 

the ir a l l i e s . F i ghting among the I nd i an s  and s e t t l er s 

wa s a lmo s t  cons t ant . Though there was no strong l e ader

ship among the tribe s , the I nd i an s  were abl e  to  ho ld the 

white men back . I t  wa s not unti l the turn o f  the century 

that the n ame of one Shawnee chief became a word spoken 

with respect by h i s  fel low Ind i an s , and wi th fear by the 

oppo s ing white s .  I t  wa s Tecum s eh , the one Shawnee , who 

saw beyond hi s tribal l imits  and brought l eade r ship to 

the I nd i a n s  of the Ohio country . 

47 
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" Tecumseh a lway s thought o f  himse l f  a s  an Ind i an 

fir s t , and a S hawnee second . 11 1 I t  wa s wi th minor concern 

that Tecum s eh looked at s t r i c t ly tribal a f f a ir s . Instead , 

Tecumseh looked a t  the bre adth o f  the r a c i a l  prob l em 

faced by a l l  I nd i an s o f  a l l  tribe s . The one fact that 

may serve to exp l a in Tecumseh ' s  outlook of the red and 

white s i tu ation was h i s  mixed parentage . H i s  f ather , 

Puckeshinwa ( " some th ing that drop s " ) , belong ed to the 

Ki skopoke c l an . The Ki skopoke wa s one o f  the four ma j or 

clan s  that made up the Shawnee nation . " The Shawnee s 

were origina l ly d ivided into twe lve c l an s , but a s  a re su l t  

of continu a l  war s  and wande r ing , the twe lve c l ans had 

dwind l ed to four . 11 2 Only the Mequachake , Chi l l icothe , 

Piqua and K i skopoke rema ined . 

Wh i l e  the he r i tag e  of  Tecumseh ' s  father s eems 

fair ly c ertain , h i s  mother , named Methoata ske , ha s a 

much mor e  que st ionab l e  or i g in . D i f ferent hi storians g ive 

varying account s  o f  Methoata ske ' s  ( " a turtle l ay ing 

egg s in the sand " ) tribal o r ig in . In a biography o f  

Tecumseh by Benj amin Drake , evidence i s  o f fered that 

Te cum s eh ' s  mo ther wa s a member of the Tur tle c lan , one 

1Ben j amin D r ake , The L i f e  of Tecumseh and H i s  
--:��--,.���-:-����::-���-

Brother The P rophet ( C inc innat i : Ander son , Gate s and 
Wr ight , 1 9 4 1 ) , p .  6 1 . 

2 Ethe l T .  Raymond , Tecumseh ( Toronto : Gla sgow , 
Brook and C o . , 1 9 2 0 ) , p .  3 .  
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of  the orig ina l twe lve c lans compo s ing the Shawnee nation , 

and there fore , Methoata ske wa s a S hawnee . However , G l enn 

Tucker , Ethel T .  Raymond and Alvin Jo sephy , Jr . report 

tha t Methoataske wa s thought to have o r ig inal ly been a 

Mu skoge e  Creek tha t wa s taken from her tr ibe at an early 

age and l ater adop ted into the K i skopoke c l an . The later 

report s of Methoata ske ' s  der ivat i on s e em to be the mo s t  

predominant , which l end s support t o  the rea son tha t Tecum-

seh had a broad under s tanding of the Ind ian prob l em in 

genera l , rather than j u s t a triba l concern . 

Tecumseh ' s  parent s wer e  held in high re spect 

among the i r  c l an . Pucke shinwa had been e l evated to the 

rank of chie f by hi s brother warrior s , and at the t ime o f 

Tecumseh ' s  b irth was a power ful l e ader among hi s peop le . 

As chi e f , Puckesh inwa l ed a cont ingent o f  warr ior s and 

brave s who r e spond ed to the command s of the triba l war 

chie f Corn s ta l k . Methoataske wa s noted for he r wi sdom 

among the women o f  her tr ibe . I t  wa s wi th admiration 

that the women o f  the Ki skopoke viewed Methoata ske due 

to her large f ami ly . " Her progeny were numerou s enough 

to exc ite ama z ement in a race that was not pro l i f i c . 

Methoata ske ' s  unu sual fecund i ty g ave Pucke shinwa at l e a s t  

eight chi ldren , f ive son s  and three daughter s . 11 3 

3 G l enn Tucker , Tecumseh ( Indi anapo l i s : The Bobb s 
Merri l l  Co . ,  I nc . , 1 9 5 6 ) , p .  2 0 .  
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Origina l ly , Pucke shinwa , hi s family and hi s c l an 

inhabited an area in e a s tern Al abama . However ,  through 

many yea r s  of migrat ion , the Shawnee fina l ly settled on 

the Mad River in the Ohio country . Pucke shinwa ' s  town , 

Old P iqua , wa s spread out among the bluf f s  on the we s t  

bank o f  the Mad River s ix mi l e s  southwe s t  o f  the pre s ent 

city o f  Spring f i e ld , Ohio . At the t ime of Pucke shinwa ' s  

re sidence a t  O l d  P iqu a , it wa s one o f  the l arge st commun-

iti e s  o f  the Middl e  We s t . " A  popu l ation o f  four thou sand 

Indian s  wa s e s t imated in the early d ays o f  the sett l e 

rnent . 11 4 
I t  wa s in thi s S hawnee settlement in Marc h 

1 7 6 8 , that a f i f th c h i l d  wa s born to Pucke shinwa and 

Methoata ske . They named the ir son Tecumseh . 

The name c ome s from the S hawnee wo rd s n i l a  n i  
tha ' mthka , wh ich mean s ' I  cro s s  somebody ' s  path . ' 
Set ag a i n s t  a great a l lego r i c a l  background , i t  may 
be interpre ted as ' crouching panther ' or  ' panthe r 
spr ing ing for i t s  prey . ' The trans ition to ' c e l e s 
tia l t ig er , ' and hence ' meteor ' or ' s hoot ing star , ' 
i s  mo re d i f f i cu l t . But a s  the whi tes o f  h i s  own 
day a l tered h i s  name Tecumthe to Tecumseh , so 
they decreed that he shou ld be known a s  the ' Meteor , ' 
or ' Shoot ing S tar . • 5 

Whe ther the name wa s pronounc ed Tecumthe or Tecum s eh , the 

man remained the s ame . Tecumseh grew to become a 

br i l l i ant orato r  and warrior and a brave and d i s t ingui shed 

4 B .  B .  Thatcher , Ind i an B iography ( New York : The 
Author , 1 8 4 3 ) , I I , p .  1 8 4 . 

5
G l enn Tucker , Tecumseh ( Ind i anapo l i s : The Bobb s 

Merr i l l  C o . , Inc . , 1 9 5 6 ) , p .  2 1 . 
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leader o f  hi s peop l e . 

The ear ly ye ars o f  Tecumseh were spent in the 

care of h i s  lov ing mother . I t  wa s dur ing the s e  format ive 

year s that Methoata ske guided Tecumseh with wi sdom and 

love , he lp ing to mo ld the charac te r  of  one of the great-

e s t  Indian leaders in hi story . " During hi s f i r s t  s ix 

year s , wh i l e  Tecumseh wa s in hi s mother ' s  care , that 

emotiona l ,  imag inative woman g ave him the dramat i c  

instinc t , the ardor and the poe try o f  word s that went to 

make him one of the greate s t  orato r s  of h i s  t ime . " 6 

Even though her chi ldren were many , Methoata ske found the 

time to devote her s e l f  to each of her children as an 

ind ividua l .  Or perhap s , Methoata ske s aw in Tecumseh a s  

a ch i ld something o f  the f ame h e  wou ld e arn when h e  grew 

older . 

The phy s i c a l  envi ronment o f  Tecumseh probably 

had some e f f e c t  upon hi s overa l l  deve lopment .  Old P i qua 

wa s a p i c ture sque location for anybody to spend a 

chi ldhood . The bluf f s  a long the Mad River were scattered 

wi th pop l ar s , e lms and che s tnut tree s . There a lway s 

seemed to be a brightne s s  o f  hawthorne and wi ld plum 

blos soms that made the hi l l s  come a l ive with co lor . The 

6
Benj amin Drake , The L i f e  of Tecum seh and H i s  

����������������-
Brother The P rophet ( C inc inna ti : Ander son, Gate s and 
Wr ight , 1 8 41 ) , p .  2 3 .  
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Ind i an s  p l anted corn that a lway s grew ta l l  and beaut i ful 

without the a id o f  the " sp i r it s "  o r  by burying a f i s h  

with each g r a i n  a t  p l ant ing . The sound o f  a bubbl ing 

spr ing echo ed a long the b a s e  of one of the hil l s , bring

ing fre sh coo l water to the Shawnee settlement . I t  wa s 

in thi s a tmo sphere that Tecumseh spent h i s  ear ly days , 

either p laying wi th other I nd i an chi ldren or l i sten ing 

to the ta l e s  of the e lders . The s torie s to ld by the 

elde r s  g ave the hi story of the wandering s of the Shawnee .  

Tecumseh and the o ther I nd i an c h i ldren l earned o f  the ir 

tr iba l heritage that wou ld a lway s be a s ign i f i cant part 

of the i r  I nd i an pride . 

Tecumseh ' s  chi ldhood wa s no d i f ferent than any 

other young Shawnee that grew up in the v i l lage of O l d  

Piqua . A l l  o f  the Shawnee chi ldren grew up admiring the 

beauty of the i r  surround i ng , respecting the i r  fel low 

Shawnee s a s  we l l  as the ir tr ibal l eader s ,  and tak ing 

pr ide in being an I nd ian . I n  term s  of background , Tecum

seh wa s no d i f ferent , wi th the exception tha t his father , 

Puckeshinwa , wa s a chief . A l l  I nd i an chi ldren we re 

taught to b e  proud o f  the ir heritage , and the fact that 

Puck e shinwa wa s a r e spected and honored chi e f  mus t  

have g iven even more pr ide t o  Tecumse h .  

Not on ly d id Pucke shinwa s tand a s  an ex amp l e  o f  

courage and l e adership , but T e c um s eh a l so saw i n  hi s 
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father f r i end l ine s s  and sympathy . Pucke shinwa wa s cord i a l  

to the wh i t e s  tha t occas iona l ly pa s s ed through the Ohio 

country . I n  1 7 7 3 , there wa s a report o f  a whi te man , 

Captain Thomas Bu l l i t , trave l ing down the Ohio River 

mak ing surveys .  Bul l it encountered Pucke shinwa and to l d  

the c h i e f  that h e  wa s placing hi s settlement on the other 

side of the Ohio but that the whi te v i l lage wou ld not 

inter fere with the I ndians ' hunting . The Shawnee wer e  

st i l l  we l c ome to hunt in Kentucky . Pucke shinwa rep l ied 

with warmth for the wh ite man . 

Brothe r , you have come a hard j ourney through the 
wood s and gra s s . We are p l e a s ed to f ind that your 
peop l e  are not to d i sturb us in our hunt ing . We 
mu s t  have meat for our women and ch ildren , and fur s 
wi th which to buy powder , l ead and bl anket s .  We 
wi sh you to be f i rm in d i scharg ing your promi s e s  
t o  u s , a s  w e  wi l l  b e  f i rm in requ i r ing our young 
men to be kind , f r iend ly and peac e able toward you . 7 

Thi s comment r e f l e c t s  the warmth and fri end ship that the 

Shawnee peop l e  were wi l l ing to share wi th the whi te men . 

Pucke shinwa bel i eved that both the red man and the whi te 

man c ou l d  l ive in peace toge ther . Thi s bel i e f  wa s no 

doubt tran s ferred to Tecumseh . I t  wa s not unti l  Tecum-

seh witne s sed treachery and c rue l ty from the whi te men 

that he l e a rned to mi stru st them . 

Ami d s t  the beau ty and the splendor o f  the vi l lage 

7 Gl enn Tucke r , Tecumseh ( Ind ianapo l i s : The Bobb s 
Merr i l l  Co . ,  I nc . , 1 9 5 6 ) , p .  2 2 . 
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of Old P iqua , Tecum s eh a l so l e arned o f  the whi te men ' s  

lu st for l and . The Pontiac War had ended before Tecum-

seh was bo rn , but the door to the We s t  that it had opened 

became even more v i sible  a s  Tecumseh grew o l der . Settlers  

were encouraged by the outcome of  the war to  move we s t -

ward . The d e f e a t  o f  the Indian s g ave the Amer icans hope 

for the further progre s s  of s e t t l ement . The S hawnee 

quick ly found that they had to ho ld the ir hunt ing 

ground s in Kentucky as we l l  a s  protect the ir vi l lage s in 

Ohio . The Ind i a n s  wer e  wi l l i ng to l ive in pe ace wi th the 

new settl er s , but too many of the p ioneer s  were l and 

hungry and power mad . The re wa s no rea son to share any-

thing with the Indian s , inc lud i ng l and tha t wa s by 

nature a source o f  l ivel ihood for the S hawnee . 

" Border war f are raged ste�d i ly in both reg ion s 

(Kentucky and Ohio ) , and in 1 7 7 4 , when Tecumseh wa s s ix 

years o l d , the skirm i sh erupted in a forma l conf l ic t , 

known a s  Lord Dunmo re ' s  war , betwe en the Shawnee s and the 

colon i st s  of Virg inia . " 8 Approx imately two thou sand 

Virg inia colon i s t s  mar ched into Kentucky and Ohio under 

the leade r s hip of the ir governor , Lo rd Dunmore . The 

Shawnee commande r  wa s Corn sta lk , a brave and d ign i f ied 

man . The f i er c e  battle at Po int P l e a s ant , We s t  Virg in i a , 

8Alvin M .  Jo sephy , Jr . , The Patriot·  Chie f s  (New 
Yo rk : The Vik ing Pre s s , 1 9 6 1 ) , p .  1 3 9 . 
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brought c a su a l t i e s  to both s ide s . In  an e f fort to spare 

hi s peop l e  from fur ther su f fe r ing and blood shed , Corn

sta lk surrendered the Shawnee c l a im to land s  south of the 

Ohio River and a l l owed the V i rg in i an s  to open Kentucky to 

settl ement . Thi s d ip loma t i c  act by Corn s ta lk wa s hoped 

to secure harmony with the settler s and he lp to save the 

Shawnee v i l lag e s  in Ohio . 

Though Tecum s eh wa s mere ly a boy when the con fron

tation began , he s aw hi s father and hi s oldest bro the r , 

Chee seekau ,  f ight c our ageou s ly unde r  the command o f  

Corn stalk to protect the l and that had been con s idered a 

Shawnee po s se s s i on . Tecumseh a l so saw many o f  hi s peop l e  

die  at the hand s o f  white s .  Thi s death and d e s truc t ion 

cou ld not he lp but a f fect the devel opment of a young 

Shawnee ' s  per sona l i ty and nature . As a l eader , C o rn 

sta lk wa s admired b y  Tecumseh . The dec i s ion by Corn

stalk to surrender to s ave the l ive s of many o f  his peop l e  

wa s .  highly re spec ted b y  Tecumseh . 

The Treaty o f  C amp Char lotte that Corn stalk 

signed ending Lo rd Dunmore ' s  War wa s only a temporary 

tranqu i l i z er for the advanc ing white civi l i z at ion . I t  

would only b e  a matter o f  t ime be fore the settler s looked 

at the r i c h  l and north of the Ohio River with vau l t ing 

ambi t ion . The Shawn e e s  o f  the Ohio country were wi l l ing 

to " share " the i r  wea l th of l and , but it was the white man 
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who s e l f i shly wanted i t  a l l . The young Tecums eh l i s 

tened eagerly t o  the t a l e s  o f  war f are with the settler s , 

and he obvious l y  fel t the mi s tru s t  and the contempt that 

the l eader s  f e l t  for the white s .  Yet , there wa s the 

kindne s s  and cord i a l ity toward many settl e r s  from the 

Shawnees that Tecumseh had a l so wi tne s sed , and thi s mu st 

have cau s ed a d i l emma in the mind o f  the young ster . 

Po s s ib ly , Tecum s eh d id no t know what hi s true f e e l ing s 

were toward the white men . 

However ,  i t  did not take long for Tecumseh to 

form h i s  own opinions of the whi te men and the i r  way s . 

Shortly a f ter Lord Dunmore ' s  War had ended , Tecums e h  

exper ienced two traumat i c  ex amp l e s  o f  the va lue o f  a 

treaty with a whi te man . Though the Treaty o f  Camp 

Char lo tte acknowledg e s  the I nd i an s ' right to the l and 

nor th of the Ohio , p ione e r s  and settl e r s  conti nued to 

inva de the area br ing i ng even mor e  b lood shed as they 

came . One day , a band o f  such f ront ier smen c ame upon 

Pucke shinwa in the woods near Old P iqua and a sk ed him 

to be the ir guide . Tecumseh ' s  father r e fu sed by a s sert

ing that the whi te men had no r i ght to be tha t far north 

of the Ohio . Angered by Pucke shinwa ' s  refusal , one o f  

the men shot Tecum s e h ' s  father and l e f t  him t o  d i e . When 

Pucke sh inwa f a i l ed to return home that n ight , Methoata ske 

and Tecumseh went to search for him . They found 
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Pucke sh inwa dying and l earned what had happened . Tecum-

seh saw w i th h i s own eye s and f e l t  with h i s  own heart a 

samp l e  o f  the whi te man ' s f a irne s s . I t  wa s Methoata ske 

tha t i n s p i red Tecumseh with imp l acable hatred of whi te s . 

The word s o f  the dying Puck e s hinwa wou l d  echo e terna l ly 

in the ear s o f  Tecumseh : " Beho ld the f a i th o f  the whi te 

men ! " 9 

At the impr e s s ionab l e  age o f  s ix ,  Tecum seh stood 

by the s i d e  of hi s mother as he watched Puckeshinwa , a 

brave Shawnee c h i e f , and a · loving fathe r , be bur i ed in a 

grave near the i r  home be s id e  the Mad River . Methoata ske 

spoke to Tecumseh in a har sh chan t of ha te as she gri eved 

over her hu sband ' s  de ath . 

Tecumseh , you sha l l  avenge the death o f  your father 
and appe a s e  the sp i r i t s  of h i s  s l aughtered brethren . 
Already you are e lected chief o f  many tribe s • • . 
Your feet sha l l  be swi f t  a s  the forked l ighten ing ; 
your arm sha l l  be a s  the thunderbo l t , and your soul 
f e ar l e s s  as the cataract that da she s  from the moun 
tain prec i p i c e . I O 

T ime pas sed qu ickly for Tecum s eh - and the vio lent 

death o f  h i s father wa s a lway s on h i s mind . Three year s 

later , on an annual v i s i t  to the grave o f  Pucke shinwa , 

the mothe r once ag ain k ind led a fire o f  hate in her son . 

Methoata ske s a i d : 

g ibid . , p .  1 4 0 . 

l O
G l enn Tucker , Tecumseh ( Ind i anapo l·i s : The Bobb s 

Merri l l  Co . , I nc . , 1 9 5 6 ) , p .  2 6 . 
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Today you s aw a deer bound ing throug h the fore s t ; he 
wa s l ovely in s treng th and beauty , and f l e eter than 
the wind s . . . Sudden ly the hunter c ro s sed h i s  path , 
and an arrow c l e f t  hi s hear t . I l ed you to the 
spot and bade you look at the dying anima l . . • The 
warm b lood tha t f lowed from his wound grew d ark and 
chi l l . He wa s s t i f f  and cold , and hi s beauty had 
depar ted . Such i s  death , and such i s  the s l e ep o f  
your father . 1 1  

Metho a ta ske continued t o  arou se the emotions o f  Tecums eh : 

My son , you have been told o f  a peop l e  beyond the se 
wi l d s , who are the enem i e s  o f  your race . The i r  
sou l s  a r e  d a r k  i n  treachery and the ir hand s a r e  red 
in b l ood . They c ame with the c l oak o f  fr iend s h ip 
to our fore s t , and smoked the c a lumet with our 
nation , but the y  met your father a lone o n  hi s hi l l s  
and k i l l ed him . l 2 

Tecum s eh ' s  emotions reached a c l imax a s  he c a l l ed 

for immed iate reveng e . Methoata ske to ld him that he mu s t  

wa it . 

T ime rol l s  on wi thout c e a s ing . The winter pa s se s  
qu ickly away , and the summer i s  here again . You 
sha l l  soon re j o i c e  in the streng th of your manhood 
and your enem i e s  a f ar sha l l  hear your name and 
tremb l e . 1 3  

After the death o f  Pucke shinwa , Tecumseh l ooked 

toward h i s  ido l , Corn sta l k , for comfor t and guidance . 

Corn sta lk exhibi ted s trength , cour age and wi sdom and 

Te cumseh regarded the Shawnee lead er wi th high e s teem .  

Tecumseh ' s  second traumat i c  experience wi th the white men 

1 1 rbid . 

1 2
I b id . 

1 3 rbid . , pp . 2 6 - 2 7 . 
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came when Corn stalk wa s vic iou s l y  murdered in 1 7 7 7 . 

Cornsta lk rema ined at peace with the settler s 

tha t  had entered Kentucky . The Shawnee chief hono red the 

ag reement he had s igned wi th Lord Dunmore in 1 7 7 4 .  As  

the threat o f  war between the co lon i e s  and the i r  mothe r 

country became a r e a l i ty , the wi s e  Corn stalk advoc ated 

neutral ity for the Shawnee .  An o f f e r  to take up the 

Br i t i sh cau s e wa s dec l ined . On a f r iendly vi s i t  to Fort 

Rand o l f  at Po int P lea sant , an inc ident occurred in 

which a white man , named G i lmo re , wa s k i l l ed by Indians 

whi l e  hunt ing a long the Ohio . The nex t day white 

soldiers a t  Fort Rando l f  formed a mob and b l amed Corn-

stalk for the death o f  Gi lmore . Cor n s ta lk , accompani ed 

by hi s son , brave ly stepped out o f  hi s cabin doo r  to 

mee t  hi s attackers and f e l l  victim to seven bu l let s . 

So d ied Corn sta lk , another ido l and love o f  Tecumseh 

had been heart l e s s ly murdered . At the age of  n ine , 

Tecumseh had nurtured such a deep mi s trus t and hatred o f_ . 

the whi te s tha t  he almo st never had any con f idence or 

faith in the words spoken by a wh ite man . 

In Tecum se h ' s  later ye ar s hi s aide , Shabbona , 
wou l d  s ay tha t ' h i s  enmity wa s the mo s t  b i tter o f  
any Ind i an I ever knew . ' And Tecumseh wa s over 
heard to dec lare tha t he ' could not look upon the 
face of white man without f e e l ing the f l e sh crawl 
on h i s  bone s . • 1 4  

1 4 Ibid . , p .  2 7 . 



Tecumseh ' s  fathe r , l ike mo s t  Shawnee men , wa s a 

fore st hunter and a f ig hter , con s tantly invo lved i n  vio

lence . Pucke s h i nwa wa s a l so a brave , courageous and w i s e  

leader . A l l  o f  the s e  tra i t s  were inhe r i ted by Tecumseh 

along with a set o f  value s and pride in b e ing a Shawnee ; 

in be ing an I nd i an . The violent deaths o f  bo th hi s 

father and Corn s ta lk we ighed heavy on Tecum s eh ' s m ind . 

Te cumseh sought vengeance f rom the white soc i e ty that 

had produced the murderer s of h i s  two heroe s . Tecumseh 

saw Methoataske , who wa s by nature a warm , loving and 

pa tient mothe r , turn into a vind i c t ive and spite ful woman 

over the l o s s  o f  her hu sband and the threaten ing white 

c iv i l i z at i on . I t  wa s Methoata ske who vigorou s ly urged 

Tecum seh on to become a warrior with the spir i t  and 

courage of Pucke sh inwa . 

From h i s  parent s , Tecumseh g a i ned many qua l i ti e s .  

He had the knowl edge o f  the her i tage o f  hi s peop l e ; the 

wi sdom and warmth exhibi ted by h i s  father ; and the love 

and pride demo n s trated by hi s mothe r . The s e  qua l i t i e s  

mixed wi th the sen s e  o f  conce rn f o r  the we l f ar e  o f  a l l  

Indi an s , a long with the ha tred h e  had grown t o  fee l for 

the white s ,  g ave Tecumseh the c haracter and per sona l i ty 

of an I nd ian l eader that would long be remembered in 

hi story . 

The beaut i f u l  and bount i fu l  country that Tecumseh 
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had grown to love a s  a boy became the scene o f  end le s s  

attacks by the new s e tt l e r s  fo l lowed by rec iprocat ing 

raid s by the Shawnee and the i r  a l l ie s . We apon s we r e  being 

made to k i l l  human s ,  rather than for hunt ing the wi ld

l i fe in the wood s  near O l d  P iqua . Tecumseh s aw young 

brave s of h i s  tribe grow to va l i an t  warriors only to d i e  

i n  battle l e av ing the ir loved one s f i l led with sorrow 

and grief . Treat i e s  were s igned and then l ater broken ; 

sometime s wi thin the s ame month or even the same week . 

It i s  c ertain that Tecumseh wa s born in a troub led time . 

The era i t s el f  a l ong with the personal and phy s i c a l  sur 

round i ng s  worked to produce the Tecumseh that wa s to be 

a great l e ader to the Shawnee tr ibe and devoted patriot 

to the I nd i an peopl e . 



C HAPTER IV 

There appeared to be no doubt that a vo id wa s 

cau sed in the young Tecumseh ove r the lo s s  o f  the two 

men whom he had both loved and admired . Tecumseh sought 

to f i l l  the empt ine s s  by fo cu s ing h i s  attent ion s on 

another brave Shawnee chie f - -Blackf i s h . B l ack f i sh wa s 

the chief o f  Old Chi l l ico the , the s i ster town o f  Old 

P iqua . Old Chi l l icothe wa s loc ated near the L i t t l e  M i ami 

River , somewhat south o f  Old P iqua . 

A type o f  mutual love grew be twe en young Tecum -

s e h  and B l a c k f  i sh .  The Shawnee chi e f  adopted Tecum s e h  

into h i s  f ami ly a n d  into hi s heart . Te cumseh began spend-

ing more and mor e  time in Old Chi l l icothe . Hi s new- found 

idol and fr iend probably helped take Tecumseh ' s  mind 

o f f  of  the trag edy he had expe r i enced , but it  i s  doubtful 

that Blackf i sh c ou ld ever take the place o f  Pucke shinwa 

or Corn s ta lk . 

Black f i sh wa s a b ig , hearty , companionab l e  
Ind i an who l aughed o f ten , ru l ed hi s v i l l ag e  wi th 
a code as i n f l ex ib l e  as the f l int of hi s arrow
he ads , formed qu i c k  attachment s , ang r i ly in f l i c ted 
corpo ra l pun i shment with hi s own hand s and l ived 
by a reve r s e  of the s l ogan of the settler s ,  ho ldy 
ing that ' a  good white man i s  a dead wh i te man . ' 

The merc i le s s  murder o f  Corn stalk , provoked 

1G l enn Tucker , Tecum s eh ( I nd i anapoli s : The Bobb s 
Merri l l  Co . , I nc . , 1 9 5 6 ) , p .  2 9 . 
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Black f i sh to renew f ighti ng wi th the whi t e s .  Blackf i sh 

sought revenge i n  h i s  terror i z ing o f  the Kentucky 

sett l er s . Though B l a ck f i sh never e arned a corne r s tone 

in hi s tory , he wa s a fe ar ed I nd i an leader in the Ken tucky 

Ter r i tory . Many whi te s lo s t  the i r  l ive s attempt ing to 

f ight the guerr i l l a  tact i c s  of B l ack f i sh . I n  the l ater 

year s , it wou ld be B l ackf i sh who wou ld be cred ited for 

teaching Tecumseh to use mi l i tary strategy to the Ind ian ' s  

advantage . 

The technique s o f  war fare were no t the s o l e  

cour s e  taught t o  young Tecum s eh , o r  t o  h i s  f e l low Shawnee 

brave s . The I nd i an s , l ike the whi te s , wanted the i r  

chi ldren t o  learn about the ir her i t age , the ir l i fe sty le s , 

the i r  own rac i a l  h i s tory . The S hawnee provided educa 

tion for the i r  chi ldren j u st a s  the whi te c ivi l i z at ion 

provided s c hoo l s  for the ir young peop l e . Perhap s the 

educationa l format wi thin the two c u ltural s truc ture s wa s 

d i f f e rent , the ba s i c  obj e c t ive wa s the s ame . All child

ren , red or white , needed to be educated in the way s  of 

the ir h i s to ry and c u l ture in order to survive . 

Tecumseh wa s educ ated in both town s , Old P iqua 

and O ld C hi l l icothe . Though bo th Shawnee settlements 

wer e  s im i l ar , Tecumseh drew f rom two d i f f ering f ie l d s  o f  

tr iba l experienc e . As t ime pas sed , Tecumseh grew to 

think o f  bo th town s a s  hi s home . Thi s fact may seem 
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ins ign i f icant unt i l  one con s ider s that f ew other I nd i an 

brave s had a " sp l i t " l i f e - sty l e  between two commun i t i e s .  

Perhap s thi s partial ly ex tended f ie l d  o f  exper i ence he lped 

Tecumseh see beyond tr iba l l imi t s . 

At both place s o f  learn ing , Tecumseh rece ived 

" education in pe rsonal conduc t , oratory , and triba l 

lore . 11 2 The qua l i f i c ations o f  the Ind i an instruc to r s  

c ame from the f a c t  that they were the e lders  o f  the tribe , 

ski l l ed in c ertain areas and highly re spected for the ir 

wi se j udgment . As Blackf i sh demon s trated an uncanny 

apti tude for guerr i l la fighting , other knowl edgeable 

elders exhibited ta lents in teaching hi sto ry , hand icrafts  

and oratory . The se Ind i an " profe s sor s "  u sed no book s . 

The ir knowl edge wa s pas sed on by word o f  mouth . I t  i s  

no wonder tha t there we re so many f ine Indian orator s 

con s ideri ng the main commun icat ive l ink between culture s ,  

tr ibe s and generation s wa s oratory . 

The re i s  no documented evidence to indicate the 

scho l a r ly qua l i ty of Tecum s e h  as a s tudent . In looking 

at the r ecord Tecumseh comp i led a s  a man , i t  s e ems 

fairly obviou s tha t Tecumseh wa s attrac ted to his educ a-

tional opportuni tie s and bene f i tted very we l l  becau se o f  

them . One o f  the best informed I nd i an s  o f  hi s day , 

2Alvin M .  Jo sephy , Jr . , The Patriot" Chi e f s  ( New 
York : The Viking Pre s s , 1 9 6 1 ) , p .  1 4 0 .  
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Tecumseh ' s  speeche s wer e  r ich in an abundance o f  a l lu 

sion s  of  t h e  pa s t . The con f iden c e  exhib ited by Tecum

seh could come only from someone pro f i c ient in such a 

sk i l l  a s  oratory . 

Dur ing the s e  format ive year s when Tecumseh wa s 

being educated in the ways o f  h i s  peopl e , he wa s a l so 

learning mor e  about the whi te c u l ture . Tecumseh c ame 

to know more white men ; some better than othe r s . I t  i s  

obviou s that Tecumseh had formed some type o f  opin ion 

about whi te s due to the ear ly exper ienc e s  wi th them . Yet 

the se addi t iona l experi enc e s  with whi te s  mu st have had 

some impact upon T e cumseh . Whi l e  some o f  Tecumseh ' s  

contac t with the whi te soc i ety wa s p l e a sant , i t  i s  

doubtful that a l l  o f  the good contact cou l d  o�twe igh 

the bad . 

A ma l e  child was a very valuab l e  a s s e t  to the 

Ind ian tribe , even i f  the c h i ld wa s not an Ind i an . Many 

tr ibe s were wi l l ing to pay highly for the acqu i s it ion 

of a ma l e  add i tion to the i r  population . Before hi s 

death , Pucke shinwa had a cquired such an addi t ion to h i s  

own fami ly . The whi t e  boy wa s approx imate ly the s ame 

age as Tecumseh . Mo s t  o f  the account s o f  the whi t e  

child report t h a t  h i s name wa s Ri chard Spark s a n d  that 

he wa s taken c apt ive at the age of four . Richard ' s  par

ents had come f rom Pennsylvan i a  to Kentucky . I t  i s  not 
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certa in that Ri cha rd Sparks wa s or ig inal ly taken by the 

Shawnee . Puck e shinwa did adopt him and change hi s name 

to Shawtunte . " The s trong e s t  proof o f  f r i end ship o f  an 

Ind ian wa s the adoption o f  h im as a brother . Only the 

fou l e s t  o f f e n s e , u sual ly aga i n s t  the tribe , could break 

the bond of brotherhood . " 3 

Shawtunte l ived with hi s Shawnee f ami ly for 

almo s t  twe lve year s . Dur ing thi s time he attracted no 

great attention , but l ived plea s antly with hi s I nd i an 

family and fr iend s . When later in l i f e , Spark s returned 

to h i s  white c iv i l i z at ion , he had only fond reco l lections 

of hi s l i f e  with the Shawnee . Puckesh inwa had treated 

Shawtunte as a son rather than a c apt ive . Al though Tecum-

seh and Spark s had once l ived as " brothe r s , "  when the 

whi te boy l e f t  the Shawnee tr ibe , Spark s wou ld never 

meet with Tecumseh ag a i n . 

Richard Spark s wa s not the only white tha t  Te cum-

seh had the opportun i ty to observe . A second exampl e  o f  

the white soc i e ty c ame in the f amous form o f  Dan i e l  Boone . 

It wa s the war that Black f i sh wa s wag ing with the Ken-

tucky s e tt l e r s  tha t brought Tecumseh and Dan i e l  Boone 

together . 

3Albert Britt , Great Ind i an Chie f s  · ( Freepo r t : 
Book s for Librar i e s  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 9 ) , p .  1 2 9 .  
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I n  1 7 7 8  B l a ck f i sh invaded Kentucky , s truck at 
some of the s e t t l ement s ,  and captured Dan i e l  Boone 
and twenty- s ix o ther whi te s .  He brought the fron
tier sman back to Old Chi l l icothe , wher e  Tecumseh 
s aw him . 4 

I n  the t ime that D an i e l  Boone spent a s  a c apt ive 

of the Shawnee ,  Tecumseh had the o c c a s ion to wi tne s s  

the actions o f  the no ted whi t e  man . Tecumseh not iced 

that thi s whi te man had adop ted the ways of the I nd i an s . 

Dan i e l  Boone had l e arned to l ive i n  harmony wi th nature , 

as  d id the I nd i an s . At t ime s , Boone even appe ared sym-

pathetic to the Indian ' s  cause . Tecumseh ob served the 

hone sty and s incer i ty with whi c h  Boone spoke of the ne ed 

for the Indian s  and the whi te s to l ive in peace . Even 

though D an i e l  Boone wa s white and wa s f ight ing on the 

side of the Amer icans in the Revo lution , it is probab l e  

tha t Tecumseh admired thi s frontier sman . The fac t that 

dur i ng Boone ' s  s tay wi th the Shawnee , B l a ck f i sh adopted 

him into h i s  f ami ly g ive s an ind i cation o f  the respect 

that the Indians f e l t  for Dan i e l  Boone . 

The ob servation s  that Tecumseh made concerning 

Boone mu s t  have had a con fu s i ng impact upon Tecumseh . 

Boone wa s a whi te man who l ived l ik e  an I nd i an , f e l t  

empathy f o r  the Ind ians and ye t , thi s man fought on the 

side of the Amer ican s . Tecum s e h  mu s t  have que s t ioned h i s  

4Alvin M .  Jo s ephy , Jr . ,  T he Patriot Chie f s  ( New 
York : The Viking Pre s s , 1 9 6 1 ) , p .  1 4 0 .  
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own opinions about the whi te soc i e ty . P erhap s i f  the 

Ind i an and the whi t e  man sat toge ther and peacefu l ly 

di scus sed a r a t i on a l  so lution to thi s rac i a l  prob lem , 

everyone cou l d  enj oy tr anqu i l i ty and happine s s . Thi s 

que st ion that mu s t  have been rai s ed in the mind o f  young 

Tecumseh wa s the seed that would l ater sprout into the 

sub s tance that nouri shed the rhetoric of Tecumseh . 

A youth by the name o f  Benj amin Ke l l ey wa s 

another Kentuc k i an who had been c aptured a long with 

Dan i e l  Boone . Ke l l ey wa s a l so adopted by Blackf i sh .  I t  

seem s  iron ic that a young I nd i an l ike Te cums eh , who had 

cul t ivated such a s trong hatred for the whi te soc i e ty , 

shou ld have a s  many whi te fo s te r  brothe r s  a s  he d i d . 

Becau s e  o f  the ag e f a c tor , there wa s an a lmo s t  immed i a te 

attract ion between Ke l l ey and Tecumseh . Bo th o f  the 

young men expre s sed warmth , tru s t  and even brotherhood 

toward one anothe r . E ac h  boy wa s g a in ing ins ight into 

the o ther ' s  cu l tur e and l i fe - s tyl e . Though Boone 

later e sc aped from the Shawnee , Benj amin Ke l l ey rema ined 

behind . 

No t much t ime had e l ap sed from when Dan i e l  Boone 

e s c aped f rom h i s  forc ed adoption to when yet another 

whi te man c ame into Tecumseh ' s  l i f e . The white man was 

Simon Kenton , another f amou s f ront i er sman . Kenton l e f t  

home i n  V i rg inia under que s t ionab l e  c i rcums tance s  and 
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became a s cout and Indian f ighter i n  Kentucky and Ohio . 

S imon Kenton did not po s se s s  Dan i e l  Boone ' s  ami c ab l e  

att i tude toward t h e  Ind i an s . I t  wa s for the purpo se o f  

steal ing hor s e s  that Kenton had entered Old C hi l l i 

cothe . The ho s t i l e  treatment that Kenton r e c e ived could 

only be expected when Black f i s h  c aught up with h im .  

Tecum s eh s aw in Kenton the Whi te Man that the 

young Shawnee had grown to hate and m i s trus t .  It wa s the 

" S imon Kento n s " o f  the white c ivi l i z ation tha t wer e  

caus ing the Ind ian s ' probl em s ; steal ing what they wanted 

and k i l l ing wha t  they did not . S imon Kenton wa s sub j e cted 

to variou s type s of Shawnee pun i shment for the c r ime 

which had been commi tted . Tecum s e h , a s  young a s  he wa s , 

partic ipated in Kenton ' s  retr ibution s .  The l i fe o f  

Mr . Kenton wa s spared and he wa s f ina l ly relea sed a fter 

much torture . The experience with the Shawnee taught 

him nothing , because S imon Kenton later became a spy for 

George Roger s C l ark in a campa ign to d e s troy Ind ian 

village s . 

The examp l e  set by S imon Kenton wa s one that 

Tecumseh wou ld a lway s remember .  Tecumseh real i z ed that 

there wou ld a lway s  be bad with the good . I n  order to 

establ i sh any type o f  agreement with the white soc i e ty , 

Tecumseh r ea l i z ed that some men could never be trusted . 

The r e spect and friendship that Tecumseh had 
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di sp layed toward Ric hard Spar k s  and Benj amin Kel ley could 

not be compared to the bro ther l y  love that Tecumseh 

felt for S tephen Rudde l l . S tephen wa s one o f  two whi t e  

brother s  c aptured b y  the Shawnee . What happened to 

Stephen ' s  brothe r i s  not known , but S tephen entered the 

family of B l ack f i sh . Thu s , Stephen became an adopted 

brother of Tecumseh . The recor d s  o f  the extent o f  

invo lvement o f  Spark s and Ke l l ey i n  the S hawnee tribe 

are somewhat vague , but the c ommitment of S tephen Rud-

del l to h i s  adopted red fam i ly seems c l ear . 

The Shawhee named Rudde l l  S innamatha , or ' B ig F i sh . ' 
He mar r i ed a squaw , l e arned to speak Shawnee f lu
ent ly and became one o f  the stanche s t  warr ior s  o f  
the tr ibe , accompanying Tecumseh o n  many o f  h i s  
youthful ex�ed itions  tha t l ed t o  encounters with 
the whi te s . 

Pucke shinwa and Corn sta lk had been crue l ly taken 

out of the young Tecum s eh ' s  l i fe . Methoata ske had encour-

aged Tecum s eh to hate all white s for the c r imina l ac t s  

aga i n s t  the I nd i an peopl e , though record s ind i c ate that 

Tecumseh had c a l led at l e a s t  three wh ite men " brother . "  

The great Shawnee chief  propo s ed a l i fe- s ty l e  for hi s 

peop l e  tha t wou ld enab l e  bo th I nd i an s  and wh i te s  to l ive 

toge the r in harmony . 

I t  wa s a l l  o f  the f avorab l e  experiences that 

5G l enn Tucker , Tecumseh { Indianapol i s : The Bobb s 
Merr i l l  Co . , Inc . , 1 9 5 6 ) , p .  4 1 . 
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Tecumseh enj oyed with the whi te men that later in s t i l l ed 

a true d e s ire to l ive peac e fu l ly wi th the white s .  Yet it 

wa s a l l  o f  the trauma that had been induced by the 

whi te s tha t made Tecumseh skept i c a l  of any encounter with 

such a threaten ing race . Because Tecumseh s aw bo th s id e s  

of the rac ia l  s i tuation at a n  early age , i t  wa s e a s y  to 

see how such a great chi e f  acqui red the knowledge and 

wi sdom needed to produce the rhetor ic for wh ich Tecumseh 

wa s remembered . 

I t  ha s been recogn i z ed that the impact that the 

adopted white brother s  had on Tecumseh wa s great , but 

not as great as the inf luence of Tecumseh ' s  natur a l  

brother Chee seekau . Black f i sh wa s not the only person 

who contributed to the young Tecum s eh ' s  tra i n i ng and 

educ ation . Chee seekau , Tecumseh ' s  olde s t  brothe r , had 

fought be s id e  the i r  fa ther under the command of Corn

stalk in Lord Dunmore ' s  War . I t  wa s the wi sh o f  Puck e 

shinwa that i f  anyth ing wer e  t o  happen t o  h im ,  Chee s e 

kau would take o n  the re spon s ibi l i ty o f  ra i s i ng hi s 

young er brothe r s  to be courageou s  warr ior s and reputable 

member s of the Shawnee tribe . 

C he e s e ekau s aw to i t  tha t  Tecumseh d eve loped h i s 

sk i l l s  with the bow and arrow s  and tomahawk . I t  wa s by 

cho ice that Te cumseh refu sed to master the u se o f  a 

r i f l e . A gun wa s the white man ' s invent ion . Tecumseh 
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exc e l led in hi s abi l i ty to u s e  hi s nat ive weapon s .  Later 

in h i s  l i fe , it wou ld be Tecumseh ' s  dex te r i ty and per -

sona l ski l l s  tha t  wou ld s i n g l e  him out a s  a chi e f . 

From hi s boyhood , Tecum seh s e em s  to have had 
a pa s s ion for war . H i s pa s t ime s , l ike tho se o f  
Napo l eon , wer e  genera l ly i n  the sham-batt l e f i e l d . 
He wa s the l e ader o f  hi s companion s in a l l  their 
sport s , and wa s accu s tomed to d ivide them into 
part ie s ,  one of whi c h  he a lway s he aded , for the 
purpo s e  of f i ght ing mim i c  battl e s , in whi ch he 
u sua l ly d i s t ingu i shed h im s e l f  by h i s  activity 
and s trength . 6 

The tran s i tion from the make-be l i eve batt l e f i e ld 

to the real  one , wa s no t e a sy for Tecumseh . When Tecum-

seh wa s thirteen o r  fourteen , he ac compan ied hi s brother 

Che e seekau into bat t l e  aga i n s t  the Kentucky settle r s . 

Thi s f i r s t  encounter with a " r ea l " war wa s not a d i s t i n -

gu i s hed o n e  for Tecumseh , but i t  wa s certainly a memor-

ab le one . Tecum seh s aw Che e seekau wounded and though 

hi s brother d i d  not d i e , thi s  brought back the memory 

o f  o ther loved one s dying in batt l e . The unnerved and 

fr ightened Tecumseh ran from the batt l e f i e ld . " That 

night he ( Tecumseh ) , upbra ided h ims e l f  for hi s cowa r -

dice . He  had f i na l ly been te s ted by f i re , and had been 

found want ing , but it wou l d  be the l a s t  time anywhere 

that he wou ld show fear . " 7 

6Ben j amin Drake , The L i f e  o f  Tecumseh and Hi s 
--.��������������� 

Brother the Prophet ( C inc innat i : Ander son , Gate s and 
Wright , 1 9 4 1 ) , p .  6 1 . 

7Alvin M .  Jo sephy , Jr . , The Patriot Chi e f s  ( New 
York : The Viking Pre s s , 1 9 6 1 ) , p .  1 4 1 .  
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Many o ther sma l l  batt l e s oc curred a fter Tecum

seh ' s in i t i a l  debut into the rac i a l  war . Tecumseh fought 

va l iantly a long s ide h i s  brother Chee s eekau . The young 

Tecumseh comp i l ed no out s tanding record s during h i s  

early batt l e s , but Tecumseh never aga i n  d i splayed any 

lack of  conf idence in hi s own abi l i ty a s  a warr ior . 

At the ag e o f  nineteen , Te cumseh j ourneyed 

south wi th Che e seekau and h i s  band of Shawnee warrior s .  

As l eader and the Shawnee band , Che e s e ekau cho s e  to j o in 

the Cherokees as an a l l y  in f ig ht ing the wh ite s . I t  wa s 

dur ing thi s c ampa ign tha t Che e seekau wa s k i l led and 

Tecumseh a s sumed hi s brother ' s  ro l e  as leader of the 

Shawnee . Tecumseh made the dec i s ion to remain in the 

South for three ye ars to supp ly the Cherokee s with con

tinuing m i l itary aid . I t  wa s not unt i l  about 1 7 9 0 , 

tha t Tecumseh and hi s warr ior s returned to Shawnee 

country . Tecum s eh attracted no great attention f rom the 

white soc i e ty du r ing h i s  early endeavo r s  o f  leader ship . 

It wa s not unt i l  Tecumseh made e f forts to cul tivate hi s 

dream o f  an I nd i an Con federacy into a rea l i ty , that 

whi te s focu s ed the ir attent ion on the great Shawnee chief . 

Though Che e s e ekau prov ided much guidance and super 

vi s ion i n  the educat ion o f  T ecum s eh a s  a Shawnee and a 

warr ior , there wa s another bro ther that provided a great 

deal o f  inl fuen c e  on Tecumseh . La l awethika ( Loud Vo ice ) , 
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wa s nearer Tecum s e h  in age than wa s Chee s eekau , but the 

inf luence of L a l awethika c ame to Tecumseh only a fter 

Chee seekau ' s  death . A f ew repor t s  ind i c a ted that La l a -

wethika and Tecumseh were actua l ly twi n s .  However ,  more 

subs tantiated evidence ha s shown a d i f f erenc e  of approx i -

mately s ix ye ar s i n  the age s  o f  the two I nd i an brothe r s  

and it  wa s apparent that they were n o t  twin s . 

Very l i t t l e  wa s known about the format ive ye a r s  

of Lalawethika . H i s  l i fe prior to becoming " The Prophet "  

seemed tota l ly i n s i g n i f i c ant i n  compar i so n  to the out-

stand ing record s comp i l ed by Chee seekau and Tecum s eh . 

There were no early i ndications o f  the impac t  La l awethika 

would have on hi s tribe or on hi s brother the great 

chi e f  Tecumseh . 

Wh i l e  Tecumseh wa s battl ing the whi te s  i n  Ohio 
and the Deep South , h i s  younge s t  brothe r Lau l e 
wa skia ( a l so c a l l ed Lalawe thika ) , who became the 
Prophe t , wa s l iving i n  a c loud of ob scur i ty . He 
wa s an unprepo s s e s s ing idler ind i spo sed to hunt or 
f ight . Born a f ter the death o f  h i s  f athe r , he had 
been abandoned by h i s  mother when he wa s four year s 
old and l e f t  adr i ft in a tribe that wa s su f fe r ing 
mer c i l e s s  pun i shment from whi te invader s ,  wh ich 
pinched for food and could g ive l i tt l e  heed to 
s i ng l e  i n s tance s o f  d i s tre s s . Such rear ing a s  he 
rece ived c ame f rom h i s  s i ster Tecumape a s e , but 
there wa s no such a f fec tion betwe en the two a s  
ex i st ed between her and Tecumseh . a 

At a r e l at ive ly e a r ly ag e , Lalawe thika lo s t  hi s 

8 G l enn Tucker , Tecumseh ( Ind ianapo li s : The Bobb s 
Merr i l l  Co . , I nc . , 1 9 5 6 ) , p .  8 9 . 
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l e f t  eye in battle and con sequently wore a handker ch i e f  

over the empty socket . Due to h i s  b l indne s s , La l awethika 

seemed to be excused from a l l  act ive sport s  of the hunt 

and even f rom the batt l e f i e ld . Another tragedy induced 

by the white soc i e ty a l so befe l l  La l awe th ika . Many 

white trad e r s  brought whi skey wi th them to the I nd i an 

terr i tor i e s . Ind i a n s  had a low to l erance to the evi l 

brew and many became tota l ly he lpl e s s  under i t s  powe r . 

La l awe thika wa s one Ind ian who cou ld not r e s i s t  the 

temptation o f  the l iquor and began to drink heav i l y . For 

many year s La l awe thika ' s  fel low tr ibe smen regarded hi s 

drunkenne s s , dul lne s s  and l a z ine s s  wi th comp l ete d i sgu s t . 

La l awethika g a ined hi s f amou s t i t l e  o f  " the 

Prophet " through some very odd c i rcumstanc e s . I t  wa s the 

death of the current Shawnee med i c ine-man , or prophet 

tha t o f fered the oppor tun i ty for La l awethika to become 

the new Prophe t . With hi s change in po s i tion , La l awe th

ika changed hi s name to Ten skwatawa ( Open Doo r ) , a l so 

cal led Elk swatawa . The o l d  Shawnee prophe t , P enag a shega 

( Change of Feathe r s ) ,  wa s a harml e s s  and ino f fens ive man .  

In later year s , Tenskwatawa , the new Prophe t , could never 

be accused of be i ng harml e s s  nor ino ffens ive . 

I t  wa s d i f f icult to s ay whethe r  or not Tensk

watawa intended the sei z ing o f  the po s i t io� as Prophet 

of the Waba sh as a del iberate accomp l i shment . However ,  
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a c ertain statu s  c ame with the j ob ,  and for Tenskwatawa 

the newly g a ined re spect by hi s fel low tribe smen wa s a 

we lcome re spon se . The c omp l e t e  turn- about in the a tt i -

tudes o f  the Prophet ' s  peer s s e emed t o  demon strate 

Ten skwatawa ' s  po s se s s ion o f great per sonal magne t i sm ,  a s  

an o f f se t  t o  hi s vanity and boa s t fulne s s . 

The Prophet during one o f  h i s  many tranc e s , 

be l i eved that he had met the Ma s t e r  o f  L i fe . The tranc e s  

grew more frequent and Ten skwatawa ' s  bel i e f  i n  hi s own 

power s became more inten s e . As pe preached aga i n s t the 

use of l iquor , the Prophet drew many f o l l ower s .  

Re search shows tha t the tran s fo rmation o f  

Ten skwatawa can be d i rectly attributed to the inf i l tra-

tion o f  the Shaker r e l ig ion into the Shawnee terr itory . 

The preaching o f  the S haker f a i th in Kentucky 
and Ind iana wa s one of a number of pro found inf lu
enc e s  brought to bear on Lau l ewa s ika that l i f ted 
him out of hi s intemperance and indo lence and made 
him one o f  the mo s t  extraord inary r e l ig iou s l e ader s 
o f  hi s race or t ime . 9 

Though the wo rd s spoken by the Shake r s  were not unde r s tood 

by the P rophe t , the phy s i c a l  demo n s tr at ion of danc i ng 

and j erking became Ten skwatawa ' s  in spiration . I t  was 

the princ i p l e s of the Shaker r e l ig ion , as Ten skwatawa 

per c e ived them , that g ave the Prophet the incentive to 

crusade among the Ind i an s . 

9 I b id . , p .  9 0 .  
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I t  d id not take long for the f ame o f  the Prophet 

to spread throughout the Northwe s t  Territory . Ten skwatawa 

un i ted with Tecumseh to create a dynamic force for oppo s i 

tion t o  the white s .  The Prophe t , adopting Tecumseh ' s  

vi ews , urged the Ind ians  to return to the ways o f  thei r  

anc e s tor s and end tribal war s  • .  Tenskwa tawa p:rovided l ip

service for Tecum s eh ' s  idea s , bec au se many o f  the Prophet ' s  

sermon s were actua l ly the wo rd s o f  h i s  brothe r . The 

Prophet advocated that the Ind i a n s  mu s t  maintain the i r  

se l f -re spe c t  a
·
nd d ig n i ty i f  they wer e  t o  have the strength 

to ha l t  further advancement by the whi te s . The un ion o f  

Tecumseh and h i s  younger brothe r the , Prophet , pr oved to 

be a strong and so l id oppo s i t i on for the aggre s s ive wh i te s . 

The wi sdom and l eadership o f  Tecumseh combined with the 

my stic attraction of fo l lowe r s  for the Prophet became 

one of the mo s t  uni fy ing forc e s  within the Ind i an 

culture . 

The period fol lowing the death o f  Pucke shinwa 

wa s one of read j u s tment for Tecumseh . For the mo s t  

part , Tecumseh ' s  l i fe d i d  not undergo any dra s t i c  change s .  

Though , un l ike hi s fe l low Shawnee young ste r s , Tecumseh 

divided hi s t ime between two d i f ferent Shawnee sett l e 

ment s . The young S hawnee ab sorbed a l l  o f  the exper ience s 

and educat ion that were o f fered by Old P i qua and Old 

Chi l l i cothe . 
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I t  was po s s ibl e tha t · the exper ienc e s  he enj oyed 

in the two s eparate l i fe - s ty l e s  he lped to open Tecum

seh ' s mind to o ther d i f fering l i fe - styl e s . Tecumseh 

recogn i z e s  the need for rac i a l  un i f i cation over tr ibal 

pre j udice s .  Such un i ty could on ly have ex i sted i f  d i f 

ferenc e s  in l i fe - s ty l e s  cou ld b e  to lerated and accepted . 

It wa s from Pucke shinwa that Tecumseh had g ained to l e rance 

and patienc e , and the s e  qua l i ti e s  we re the backbone o f  

Tecumseh ' s  dream for a n  I nd i an Con federacy . 

With the lo s s  o f  hi s two greate s t  per sona l idol s ,  

Tecumseh wa s in need o f  gu idanc e , d irec tion and mo s t ly 

love . The s e  f atherly provi s ion s c ame from the Shawnee 

chie f , Black f i sh . The attachment between B l ack f i s h  

and Tecumseh wa s warm and loving , yet i t  was s l ight 

indeed compared to the relat ionship between Puche shinwa 

and Tecumseh . I n  many r e spect s ,  B l ack f i sh a s sumed the 

parental ro le to Tecumseh , bu t it  seemed obvious that 

Blackf i s h  could never rep lace Pucke shinwa nor era s e  

the tragedy o f  h i s  death .  Tecumseh l earned many thing s 

from hi s l i f e  with Black f i sh . The sk i l l s  o f  war fare and 

the f ine m i l itary j udgment of Tecumseh were but sma l l  

ex amp l e s  o f  the knowl edge gained f rom B l ack f i sh .  

Tecumseh continued to be thru st into r e l at ion

ship s with member s o f  the white soc i e ty . Having had at 

least thre e  adopted white brothe r s , Tecumseh had the 
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opportun ity to gain ins ight into the oppo s ing race . 

Even though Tecum seh acqui red friends and fami ly from the 

white cultur e , h i s  overal l v i ew d i d  not su stain any 

s ign i f icant change s .  Tecumseh recogn i z ed tra i t s  o f  

hone s ty and s incer i ty i n  many white men , but the greed 

and s e l f i s hne s s  of the wh ite s we re too o f ten the more 

predominant chara c ter i st i c s . Tecum s eh would r ema in 

skept i c a l  about the ac t i on s  of  the wh i te men . 

The early ski l l s  o f  l eade r ship demon s trated by 

Tecumseh were d e termining factor s in hi s later campa ign 

to un ite hi s peopl e .  Even though he wa s fr ightened 

in his f i r s t  bat t l e  and ran from the con frontat ion , 

Tecumseh exhibited cour ag e and valor from that f i r st 

inc ident to the day he d i ed . The s hock o f  partic ipat ing 

in h i s  f i r s t  batt l e  wa s not s trong enough to obl i terate 

hi s boyhood train ing in leadership and Indian war f are . 

Tecumseh ' s  m i s erab l e  demon strat ion duri ng hi s in i t i a l  

con f l i c t  wa s d e f initely n o t  a pr eview o f  th ings t o  c ome . 

An Ind ian could not become chi e f  i f  he was not re spec ted 

and admired by hi s tribe for hi s c ourage and wisdom . 

Tecumseh ' s  record a s  a great chie f ind i cated he wa s 

mo s t  certainly r e spec ted and admired by men o f  a l l  

tribe s and both race s . 

The r ema ining inf luenc e s  on Tecumseh dur ing 

thi s period c ame from within hi s own natural  fami ly . Two 
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bro the r s , one o l der than Tecumseh and one younger , pro-

vided muc h  guidance for Tecumseh . Che e s e ekau , Tecumseh ' s  

olde st bro the r , a cted in d i re c t ing young Tecumseh ' s  

ear ly education . I t  wa s Chee s eekau " who taught h im to 

hunt , l ed h im to battle , and labored z ealou s ly to imbue 

hi s mind with a love for truth , genero s i ty ,  and the 

prac t i c e  o f  tho se c ardinal Ind ian vi rtue s , courage in 

batt l e  and fortitude in suffer ing . 11 1 0  
When Chee s eekau 

died in batt l e , Tecum s eh mu s t  have experi enced the same 

dreaded lo s s  he had f e l t  over the deaths of Pucke shinwa 

and Corn stal k . 

Tecumseh ' s  younge s t  brother wa s known a s  Ten skwa -

tawa , or the Prophe t . I t  wa s the magnetic powe r s  o f  

Ten skwatawa that g ave added impac t to Tecumseh ' s  cam-

paign for un i f icat ion . Though many o f  the Prophet ' s  

sermon s c on s i s ted o f  the word s o f  Tecumseh , i t  wa s powe r -

f u l  attraction o f  fol lowe r s  o f  the Prophet that gave 

Te cumseh ' s  dream the needed suppo r t . " Wh i l e  Tecumseh 

did not d i rect the Prophet ' s  a c t ivi t i e s  in deta i l  and 

wa s o f ten separated from h im , he rema ined the s trong 

supervi sory force and the only repre s s ive inf luence to 

l OBenj amin Drake , The Life of Tecumseh and H i s  
--:��-..���-=-����::-���-

Brother the Prophet ( C inc innat i : Ander son·, Gate s and 
Wr ight , 1 9 4 1 ) , p .  6 7 . 



8 1  

brid l e  h i s  l e s s  stead f a s t  bro the r . 11
1 1  

The l eader ship and 

wi sdom of Tecumseh together with the preaching s and per-

sona l magneti sm of the Prophet became the integra l  part 

of Tecumseh ' s  dream for rac i a l  so l idar i ty . 

1 1Gl enn Tucker , Tecumseh ( Indianapol·i s : The Bobb s 
Merr i l l  Co . , I nc . , 1 9 5 6 ) , p .  9 0 .  



CHAPTER V 

TECUMSEH ' S  AMBI T I ON 

The ten s ion that ex i s ted between the rac e s  wa s 

l ike an expo sed ne rve . Each act o f  violence by e i ther 

side , red or whi te , wa s a pa inful shock to human i ty . 

Many peop l e  wer e  be ing k i l led sen se l e s s ly and need l e s s ly .  

Death and de s truc tion had become the common denominator 

for the Ind ian s and the whites a l ike . The more war tha t 

Tecumseh saw , the more de sperately the Shawnee chief  

worked to br ing an end to  the fi ght ing . 

The whi te men were no t the only oppo s i tion tha t 

Tecum seh encountered . Tecumseh ' s  brother , the Prophet , 

brought s avag ery upon the I nd i an peop l e . The Prophet 

seemed to have taken h im se l f  more seriously than had h i s  

fo l lower s .  Te cum s e h ' s  brother bel ieved a " purge " nece s 

sary in order t o  d o  away wi th a l l  tho s e  I nd i an s  who wer e  

n o t  s incerely loya l t o  the r e d  cau se . T h e  Prophet ' s  

purge s l aughtered thou sands o f  innocent Ind i an s  who s e  

stronge s t  c r ime wa s that they had been converted to 

Chr i s tianity or that they we re too weak to suppor t any 

cau s e . The Prophet worked to ex terminate anyone within 

a tribe that had not supported him or Tecumseh . Whi l e  

Tecumseh ended the purge , he continued the· idea through 

8 2  
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peace ful mean s . The me thods that Te cumseh u s ed cons i sted 

of " encourag ing and aiding the tran s fer of power within 

tr ibe s f rom weak and vena l c hi e f s  who wer e  too f r i en d ly 

to the Ame r i c a n s  to young warr i o r s  who had promi sed 

loya l ty to h im s e l f  and hi s bro the r . 11 1 Th i s  tact i c  he lped 

Tecumseh s ecur e a port ion of the credib i l i ty he needed 

to strengthen hi s c ampaign for un i ty . 

Gr i evance s between the Amer i can s and the Bri t i s h  

were onc e ag ain sprout ing into open con f l i c t . Tecumseh 

saw an o ld pattern emerg i ng . I n  order to protect them-

selve s , the Amer i c a n s  would have to pu s h  the I nd i an s  

farthe r  back . Tecumseh knew that i t  wa s the t ime to im-

plement hi s idea for an I nd ian c on f ederation . 

During the summer o f  1 8 0 8 , Tecumseh and the 

Prophet set out to un i te a l l  of the I nd i an tribe s . Tecum -

seh ' s i d e a  f o r  an I nd i an f edera t ion cou l d  po s s ib l y  have 

come from the ex ampl e  set by the I roquo i s  League and 

al so by the formation o f  the United States . Tecumseh 

bel i eved that a uni f i ed body of Indians could more 

effec tive ly ma inta in the ho ld on thei r  Indian l and s . A 

chain wa s only a s  s trong a s  i t s  weake s t  l ink and Tecumseh 

wou ld have to work hard to streng then a l l  of the weak 

link s in the Ind ian tribe s . 

lAlvin M .  Jo sephy , Jr . ,  The Patr iot Chi e f s  ( New 
York : The Viking Pre s s , 1 9 6 1 ) , p .  1 5 0 . 
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Tecumseh wa s con s idered to be an out s tand ing war 

chi e f  of great pre s t ig e . For a whi le , i t  wa s be l ieved 

that the Prophet wa s the s ing l e  force behind the Shawnee 

Nation , bu t becau s e  of count l e s s  inc idents , Tecum s eh 

gave the subt l e  ind ic at ion that he alone wa s in contro l 

of the power . I nd i a n s  o f  a l l  tribe s admir ed the great 

Shawnee warr ior . Tecumseh ' s  pre sence mu s t  have ex c i ted 

them j u s t as hi s orato ry mu s t  have inc i ted them to ral ly 

behind the red man ' s c au s e . Tecumseh ' s  oratory wa s 

probabl y  a s  thr i l l ing and patr iotic to the I nd i an s  that 

heard him , as any found ing father that spoke for the 

loya l ty and support for the Uni ted State s . 

Tecumseh began h i s  speak i ng campaign by v i s it ing 

a l l  of the tribe s in the Nor thwe s t  reg ion . The Shawnee 

chi e f  wa s received with d i f f e r ing reac tion s . Some tribes 

l i stened to the enthu s i a s t i c  orator , accept ing all  of  

hi s propo sa l s , and agreeing to who l e -hearted ly suppor t  

Te cum s eh a n d  hi s dream . Other tr ibe s were non-committal 

to Tecum se h ' s  cause due to thei r  own fear o f  or the i r  

loya l ty t o  the whi te c ivi l i z ation . Even though Tecum s eh 

had conver ted many o f  the great Ind i an ch i e f s  such a s  

Shabbona and B l ac k  Hawk , the number o f  " non-conver t s " to 

hi s c au s e  made Tecumseh real i z e  that a strong I nd i an 

a l l iance wou l d  take much t ime and preparation . .  

After spend ing many months vi s i tng the tr ibe s o f  
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the Northwe st , Tecumseh headed south . The route that 

Tecumseh took a lmo s t  retraced the exact route u sed by 

Pucke shinwa and hi s f o l lowe r s  many year s be fore . Whe r e a s  

Pucke shinwa h a d  g o n e  north for a better way o f  l i fe f o r  

hi s tribe , Tecumseh was j ourney ing south t o  bring about 

a better way of l i fe for the people of a l l  tribe s . A 

sma l l  band o f  f o l lower s trave l l ed with Tecumseh a s  he 

spoke to the variou s tribe s . From the O s ag e s  o f  M i s sour i 

to the Semino l e s  i n  F lorida , Tecumseh wa s rece ived with 

warmth and friend s hip . Tecumseh managed to en l i s t  the 

support of mo s t  of tho s e  to whom he spoke . The tr ibe s 

ag reed to work together a s  a uni f ied force . There were 

a few hot-headed young warr ior s who cou ld become impat

ient and s e t  off a war with the Americans a t  any moment .  

Tecumseh could only " warn " the tr ibe s aga in s t  such 

i l log ical outrage s .  

A s  the ye ar 1 8 0 9 c ame to a c l o s e , Tecumseh wa s 

ag ain in the North . Thi s  t ime the Iroquo i s  tr ibe s were 

the center o f  Tecumseh ' s  concern . The oratory o f  Tecum

seh f e l l  on deaf  e ar s  in Iroquo i s  tribe s . They were no t 

ready to enter into any a l l i ance with a l l o f  the other 

Indian tribe s . The I roquo i s  were shar ing a peac e fu l  

exi stence with mo st o f  the whi te s o f  New York state . 

Other tribe s suc h a s  the Onondaga s and the S en e c a s  were 

al so oppo sed to membership in an Indian federation . 
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Though very l ittle informat ion was recorded 

conc erning Tecum s eh ' s  init i a l  speak ing tour , one fact 

seems eviden t , the Shawnee c hi e f  had l abored hard to l ay 

the groundwork for one o f  the greate s t  mi l itary a l l i 

anc e s  in h i s to ry .  The exact speeche s del ivered by 

Tecumseh during hi s campaign from 1 8 0 8  to 1 8 0 9  are not 

avai lable , but the result o f  his oratory became a part 

o f  Ame r i c an h i s tory . The area from Lake Superior to the 

Gu l f  o f  Mex ico wa s to become a buf f  er z one to be u s ed 

for the common d e fense o f  the I nd i an s ' country . Tecum

seh wa s k i l l e d  before hi s dream mater ia l i z ed .  

Tecumseh ' s  D i p l omacy 

Upon h i s  return to Ind i ana , Tecumseh wa s faced 

with the news o f  a l and s a l e  by the I nd i an s  o f  the terr i 

tory t o  General Harr i son . As  the Governor o f  the terr i 

tory , Har r i son " per suaded " the older and weaker c hi e f s  

with a l it t l e  l iquor and a l o t  o f  coher s ion . Tecumseh 

prote s ted the l and s a l e  on the ground s that many o f  tho s e  

Ind i a n s  po s se s s ing the trac t s  o f  l and that wer e  sold had 

not even been repr e s ented dur ing the barga in i ng . Country 

he ld by one tr ibe , argued Tecumseh , wa s country owned by 

a l l  tribe s . I f  a l l  the tr ibe s did not agree to the s a l e  

of  t h e  l and , then o n e  tr ibe had no author i ty t o  se l l  i t . 

Many Ind ia n s  wer e  outraged by th i s  unauthori z ed l and s a l e  
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and they ru shed to T ippec anoe to suppor t  Tecum s eh . 

The increa s e  o f  the Ind i an popu l ation i n  the ter -

ritory unnerved Harr i son . The governor fe l t  that i t  wa s 

nec e s sary to ta lk to the l e ader o f  the Indians  in order 

to prevent any serious confrontation . Harr i son be l i eved 

the Prophet to be the leader , and i t  wa s the Prophet 

whom he i nvi ted to Vinc enne s to have a peaceful con f e r -

enc e . I t  wa s Tecumseh who repl ied to the governor ' s  
( 

reque s t  and agreed to the con ferenc e . On Augu s t  1 1 , 

1 8 1 0 , Tecumseh , the Prophet and a f ew hundr ed warr iors  

j ourneyed down the Wabash for the meeting at Vincenne s .  

On Augu s t  2 0 ,  Tecumseh and Governor Harrr i son 

met face to face , surrounded on a l l s ide s by pa inted 

warrior s and uniformed m i l i t i a . Both s ide s were armed 

and anx iou s for fear that ho s t i l i ty could erupt at any 

moment .  As the two central f igure s looked at one ano ther , 

each mu s t  have seen the other ' s  pride in himse l f  and hi s 

race . Each man wa s probably think ing that the other 

wa s wrong . Tecum s eh spoke f i r s t . Jo seph Barron served 

a s  an interpreter to provide Governor Harr i son with the 

fu l l  meaning of Tecumseh ' s  speech . 2 

Through thi s particular speech , Tecumseh wa s 

2 Edward Egg l e stone and Li l l ie Egg l e s tone See lye , 
The Shawnee Prophet ; or the S tory of Tecumseh ( London : 
The Autho r s , 1 8 8 0 ,  pp . 1 8 2 - 1 8 6 . S e e  Append ix 4 for the 
tex t o f  th i s  speech . 
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attempting to stre s s  the fac t that the recent sale  o f  

land i n  Ind iana wa s not va l i d  and wou ld not b e  recogn i z ed 

by the ma j or i ty o f  the Indian tribe s . Tecumseh spoke 

hone stly and rea sonably about the con sequenc e s  of the 

fai lure , on the part of Governor Har r i son , to dec lare 

the land sale nul l  and vo i d . The the s i s  o f  the speech 

wa s : Al l land po s s e s sed by a s ing l e  tr ibe wa s held in 

common by a l l  tribe s . A s ing l e  tribe could not enter 

into a l and sale w ithout the approva l of all tribe s . 

Brother , I wa s g lad to hea r  your speech . You 
said that i f  we could show that the l and wa s sold 
by peop l e  tha t had no r ight to se l l , you wou ld 
r e s tore it . Tho se that d i d  s e l l  d i d  not own i t . 
I t  wa s me . The s e  tr ibe s s e t  up a c l a im ,  but the 
tribe s w i th me w i l l  not agree with the i r  c l a im .  
I f  the l and i s  not r e s to r ed to u s  you wi l l  see , 
when we return to our home s ,  how i t  wi l l  be 
sett l ed . 3 

Tecumseh d eveloped hi s the s i s  through at lea st seven ma in 

point s . 

Al l o f  the po ints r e l ated to the whi te intru-

s ion on I nd ian l ands . ( 1 )  Though the Treaty o f  Green-

vi l l e  had been s igned i n  1 7 9 5 , wh i t e s  continued to k i l l  

Ind i an s  and pu s h  them o f f  o f  thei r  own property . ( 2 )  Any 

troub le that had been c au s ed in the Indiana Terr i tory 

wa s c au sed by whi te s . ( 3 ) The white men were f r i end ly to 

the Ind i an s  only when the f r i end ship wa s bene f i c i a l  to 

3 Ibid . , p .  1 8 4 . 
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the whi te s o c iety . The rec ent l and s a l e  wa s made through 

such " fr iend ship . "  Tho s e  Ind i an chi e f s  pre sent we re 

sof tened with l iquor then per suaded with force to s e l l 

the land . ( 4 )  Becau s e  the recent land s a l e  wou ld no t be 

recogni z ed by the ent i r e  Ind i an nation , all tho se whi te 

men who c ro s sed the bound ary set up by the Treaty · o f  Green-

vi l l e  wou l d  su f f er the consequences . 4 ( 5 )  Tho se I nd i an 

chi e f s  who made the bargain wi th the whi t e  men wou ld 

al so have to be pun i shed . ( 6 )  I f  Harr i s on refused to 

d i s c l a im the l and s a l e , the governor would have had a 

hand in k i l l ing tho se I ndians re spon s ib l e  for the ag ree-

ment and tho se wh ite men who c ro s sed into I nd i an l and s . 

Brother , I wi sh you wou ld take p i ty on the 
red p eopl e  and do what I have reque s ted . I f  you 
wi l l  not g ive up the land and do c ro s s  the boundary 
o f  your pre s ent sett lement , i t  wi l l  ge very har d , 
and produc e great troubl e s  among u s . 

( 7 )  The f a i lur e o f  the whi te so c i e ty to recogni ze the 

Indian nation wou ld only lead to more violenc e . An 

Ind i an con f ederacy wou ld be set up and ma intained , wi th 

or wi thout the white men ' s approval . 

The aud i ence that l i s tened to Tecumseh ' s  speech 

wa s almo s t  an even mixture of  Ind i an s  and whi te s . Whi l e  

the white aud i enc e wa s predominantly mi l i tary per sonne l , 

4 s e e  I l lu strat ion D .  

5
Ibid . , p .  1 8 6 . 
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there were a f ew concerned c iv i l i an s  gathered to l i s ten 

to the words o f  the Shawnee c h i e f . Though I nd ian s wer e  

pre sent to hear t h e  speec h , t h e  actual intended audience 

wa s the wh i te men . The speech that Tecumseh del ivered 

wa s direc ted toward the whi te s .  

Tecum s eh structured th i s  speech at Vincenne s 

to appeal to the white men ' s sen se o f  hon e s ty . Unt i l  

the whi te s  had settled in the New Wor l d , the Ind i ans 

had enj oyed owner ship o f  a l l  the land . When the whi te 

soc i e ty e s tabl i shed i t s e l f on I nd i an l and , the I nd i an s 

had been wi l l ing to share what they po s se s sed . The 

whi te men could no t be content with j u s t  " shar ing " the 

wea l th ; the whi te men wanted it a l l  for themse lve s .  

The t ime had come for the whi te soc iety to admit that i t  

had n o  c l a im t o  I nd i an l and s . On several occa s ions 

throughout h i s tory , the whi te men had s igned trea t i e s 

to in sure that the white soc iety wou ld not intrude 

farthe r on Ind ian land . Each t ime the treaty wa s 

ignored . Tecumseh s tre s sed the f a c t  that by s imp ly 

" ignor ing " the Ind i an nation , i t  wou l d  not go away . 

Tecumseh be l ieved that the whi te men and the red 

men could l ive in peace with one another if bo th made 

an hone s t  e f fo r t . The whi te c iv i l i z at i on had tak en more 

than its share of land , wa s i t  not only fair to al low 

the Ind i an s  to l ive on the l and tha t  they c ho s e ?  The 
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Shawnee chief  repeatedly related the whi te men ' s sen s e  

o f  hon e s ty t o  hi s own d e s ire o f  ho lding the white 

soc i ety back f rom further inva s ion . 

I t  s e ems i ronic tha t  Tecumseh made hi s appea l  to 

the Amer ican ' s  value of hone sty .  I t  wa s the whi te c ivi l i 

z ation ' s  i\ck o f  hone s ty that caused them t o  break the 

Indian tre a t i e s and take wha t  they wanted from the 

Indian s . Tecumseh wa s obviou s ly mo re than awar e  o f  

the Ame r i c an ' s  s hortcoming s in the i r  sense o f  hon e s ty and 

fair p l ay . P erhap s Tecumseh had l earned enough compa s -

s ion from Pucke s hi nwa t o  a l low the Amer icans one l a s t  

chanc e t o  correc t  the i r  previou s m i s take s . 

The imp l i c a tions of thi s rheto r i c a l  devi c e  u s ed 

by Tecumseh cou l d  pos s ibly have been a tac t i c  to " shame " 

the Amer i c an s  into a cooperative state . I n  compar i son 

to the I nd i an s , it wa s l ikely that the Amer ic an s  con-

s idered them s e lve s above s avage act s . I t  mu s t  have 

been a we l come compl iment for Governo r  Harr i son and h i s  

Ame r i can supporters  t o  hear a n  Indian pra i se the hon e s ty 

that the white men be l i eved they po s s e s sed . P erhap s 

Tecumseh wa s u s ing thi s theme to encourage the whi te 

sett l e r s  to revi ew the ir own con s c i ence in matt e r s  o f  

deal ing " hone s t ly " with the I nd i an s . 

The ove ra l l  tone o f  the speech wa s one o f  qu i e t  

de spirat ion . Whi l e  Tecumseh wa s working t o  s ave I nd i an 
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l and s , a f ew o f  the I nd ian peop l e  had sold more o f  i t  to 

the Amer i c an s . I n  Tecumseh ' s  opin ion the recent l and 

s a l e  was no t va l id , though in the mind s o f  the Amer i 

c an s , i t  wa s T ecumseh who wa s in the wrong , not they . 

Throughout the speech , Tecum s eh r e a s sured hi s aud ience 

tha t  he wa s speak ing the who l e  truth and that he wa s 

be ing comp l etely hon e s t  with them . A l l  that the Shawnee 

c h i e f  a sked wa s that the Amer i c an s  d i spaly hone sty 

toward h im and h i s  peop l e . Too mu ch f ight ing had a l re ady 

taken p l a c e , i t  wa s time for bo th s i de s  to come to a 

peac e fu l  agreement . Tecumseh ' s  speech a l so contained 

the sub t l e ty of force from the Indian s ' s ide . The great 

chief wa s o f fering a peaceful solut ion to the probl em , 

but i f  the peac eful so lution wa s r e j ected , he wa s ready 

to show hi s strength . 

The re f erenc e at the end o f  the speech , to the 

Shaker r e l ig ion seems to r e f l ec t  d e f i n i te influenc e  by 

the Prophe t . I t  wa s the Prophet who wa s overcome by 

the re l ig ious teaching s o f  the Shaker s .  Even though i t  

ha s been shown that Tecumseh wa s the govern ing force 

over hi s bro ther , the Prophe t , the ex amp l e  of the Shaker s 

ind i cate s tha t Ten skwatawa d id ex ert some influence i n  

s hap ing Tecum s eh ' s  idea s . 

The ba s i c  insights into the mind o f  the speaker 

that wer e  g ained from the analy s i s  of thi s  speech seemed 
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apparent . The mo s t  out s tand ing qua l i ty that was r e f l e cted 

in th i s  speech wa s the d i f fer ing parental i n f luence that 

had been exerted on Tecums eh . F i r s t  there wa s the ami a

ble atti tude toward whi te s tha t Tecumseh had learned from 

Puckeshinwa . S e cond , was  the underlying mi s tru s t  o f  the 

Ame ric an s that Me thoataske engrained in he r son . The 

s incere d e s ire of Tecumseh for the red and whi te s o c i e ti e s  

to l ive in peace wa s accented b y  h i s  determination to 

keep what was r ightfu l ly an Indian po s s e s s ion , even i f  

i t  meant a show o f  force . The s trength and uny i e lding 

tone which Tecumseh a s sumed not only re f l ected h i s  paren

tal i n f l uence but a l so the examp l e s  set by B l a ck f i s h . 

The current soc i a l  and e conomi c s i tuation was 

a l s o  mirrored through Tecumseh ' s  speech . Tecumseh 

de scribed the p l ight of the red man , and the hand that 

the white soc i e ty had in contr ibut ing to that p l ight . 

The white man ' s greed and s e l f i shne s s  was brought to 

l ight . Tecums eh promi s ed a peace ful so lution to the 

exp l o s ive s i tuation , if the Amer i c an s  were wi l l ing to halt 

the i r  c r iminal advanc e s  into I nd i an l and s . 

The s o c i a l  and e conomi c s tate o f  the Ind i ans wa s 

a l so re f l ected in the words o f  Tecumseh . The Indians 

took no more than was needed to s urvive . They hunted 

for food not for p l e a sure . The Great Spirit  had g iven 

hi s Ind i an chi ldren the land for the ir own s e l f 
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pre s e rvation . To the Indian s , the l and wa s the ir mother 

and it s hou ld be treated with love and re spect . The 

Ind i an s  d id not be l i eve that the owne r ship o f  a trac t 

of l and was a demon s trat ion o f  man l ihood , bravery o r  

abund ant wea l th . The Ind i ans wanted on ly to ma intain 

the i r  own ex i s tence . 

Thi s particu l ar speech by Tecumseh seems to be 

con s i stent within i t s e l f , dwe l l ing on the central the s i s  

o f  the common owner ship o f  l and by a l l  Indi an tribe s . 

·
The statements contained within the speech are al so con

si s tent w i th the ob s e rved events o f  its time . H i s tory 

ver i f i e s  the ex tent to which the whi te c ivi l i z ation had 

fa i l ed to honor any wr i tten or ve rbal agreement with any 

Ind i an tribe . I t  i s  obviou s that Te cumseh ' s  views and 

op inions woul d  be s l anted in favor of the I nd i an cause . 

However ,  he spoke hone s t ly and truthful ly about the 

dangerou s rac i a l  s i tuation . 

I t  mu s t  be remembered , that in s tudying the 

speeche s o f  Tecumseh , we have only the tran s l ation o f  

hi s speeche s , not the actual text . The extent to which 

the speech arou s e d  in the minds of the l i s tene r s  an 

accurate concept of the events with which i t  deal s can 

only be surmi s ed . 

The intended l i s tener s were the white men . In 

the mind s of the s e  white men , they probab ly be l ieved that 
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they had a r ightful c l a im to the l and that the I nd i an s  

occupied . Though Te cumseh spoke only the truth when he 

described the event s  l eading up to the current r a c i a l  

s i tuation , i t  i s  doubtful that h i s  words were perce ived 

as  be ing l i tt l e  more than fantasy . O f  cour se , thi s was 

not to s ay that a l l  whi t e s  f r ivo l ou s ly regarded the 

Ind i ans ' c l aim to the i r  own l and s . The maj or i ty o f  the 

whi te c ivi l i z ation wa s fee l ing it s growing pains  and s aw 

no seriou s  rea son why the l and inhab i ted by savage s 

should not be owned by whi te s . 

I n  " reading " thi s speech , we have the bene f i t  o f  

con s ider i ng mo s t  o f  the fac tor s that have been repre s ented 

throughout hi s tory and that contr ibute to the unde r s tand

ing of the enti re s i tuation . By p l a c ing Tecumseh ' s  

speech i n  i t s  hi s to r i c a l  perspective , i t  be come s c l ear 

that the Shawnee chi e f  re l ate s a very accur ate concept 

o f  the even t s  of the t ime . 

I n  th i s  speech , a s  in many others by Tecums eh , he 

care ful ly out l in e s  the u l t imate goa l s  of the r ed s o c i e ty . 

Tecumseh wa s more concerned about the general we l fare 

of  the entire Indian nation a s  a who l e , than he wa s about 

an ex amp le of how , a s  s eparate enti tie s ,  I nd i an tribe s 

could be maneuve red to suit the Amer i c an s . As a un i ted 

body , the Ind i an s  had a greater chance to survive aga i n s t  

the thre aten ing c ivi l i z a t ion . 
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The s oc i a l  con sequence s that Tecumseh de scribed 

were to become har sh r e a l i t i e s .  I f  the Amer i c an s  con-

tinued the ir cour s e  of progre s s ion into Indian l ands , it 

wou ld be the Ame r i cans who wou ld s u f fer . Tecumseh was 

plead ing with h i s aud i ence to recon s ider the a l ternative s . 

The Ame r i c an s  cou ld ha l t  thei r  advan cement and l ive in 

pe ace with the Ind i an nation , or cont inue wi th the i r  

l u s t  f o r  l and at the r i sk o f  fur ther death and de s truc -

tion . Thi s speech at Vincenne s out l ined the d i rect and 

indirect soc i a l  con s equence s  for both the Indian s and the 

Amer i c an s . I t  w a s  po s s ib l e  that Tecumseh con s idered 

thi s  speech an u l t imatum for Governor Har r i s on and tho s e  

wh ite inhab i tan t s  o f  the I nd i ana Territory . 

I t  has  been previou s ly noted that the re are 

records tha t indicate another sp eech wa s d e l ivered by 

Te cumseh dur ing the August 2 0  meeting at Vincenne s . 6 

Even though Benj amin Drake d i scount s  thi s second speech , 

the speech shou l d  be con s i dered in the an aly s i s  o f  the 

rhetoric and oratory of Tecumseh . Even i f  the speech was 

a paraphr a s e  of the original addre s s , i n s ight into the 

period and an hi s tor i c a l  pe r spective cou ld be gained 

from reviewing the second Vincenn e s  speech . 

6 H .  Mar shal l ,  The H i s to ry o f  Kentucky ( F rank fort , 
Kentucky : The Author , 1 8 2 4 ) , Vo l . I I , p .  · 4 8 2 . See  
Appendix 5 for the text o f  thi s  speech . 
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The the s i s  o f  the s econd Vincenne s speech i s  

ba s i ca l ly the same the s i s  a s  the previous speech . I n  

fact , the ma in po ints o f  the s econd speech are almo s t  

s imi lar t o  tho s e  o f  the f i r s t . 

The way , and the only way , to check and to 
stop thi s  evi l , i s , for a l l  the red men to unite 
in c l a iming a common and equa l right in the l and ; 
a s  i t  wa s at f i r s t , and shou ld be yet ; for i t  never 
wa s d ivided , but belong s to a l l , for the u s e  o f  
each . That n o  par t ha s a r ight t o  s e l l , even to 
e ach other , much l e s s  to stranger s ;  tho s e  who want 
a l l , and wi l l  not do with l e s s . 7 

H .  Mar sha l l , the author o f  one o f  the book s in which the 

se cond speech appear s , acknowledge s the fact that the 

second speech i s  a " paraphr a s e " of the f i r s t  speech . A 

few author s  have even s tated that the se cond speech i s  

actual ly a part o f  the f i r s t  speech . However ,  evidence 

ind i cate s thi s be l ie f  to be f a l se due to the fact tha t if 

both speec he s are one and the s ame , there i s  too much 

var i ation in the ove ra l l  tone and too much repetition of 

the theme . I n  the se cond Vincenne s speech , Tecumseh 

seems to be l e s s  pat ient and mo re incl ined to thr eaten 

the s treng th o f  the Indian nation . Becau s e  there is no 

strong evidenc e to i nd i cate that thi s l a s t  speech wa s 

actu a l ly d e l ivered by Tecumseh , the se cond Vincenn e s  

speech wi l l  n o t  be the sub j e c t  o f  a thorough ana lys i s . 

7 rbid . , p .  4 8 2 . 
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A Cho i c e  o f  Al l i e s  

Tecumseh real i z ed that the I nd i an na tion wou ld 

have to enl i st some a l l ie s  if  i t  wa s to e s tab l i sh i t s e l f  

qu i ckly i n  order t o  ha l t  the Amer i cans . The mo s t  log i -

c a l  a l ly f o r  the I nd i an s  wou l d  be the Bri t i sh . There 

had been count l e s s  verbal and phy s i c a l  con front ations 

between the Americans  and the Bri t i sh . I t  wa s becau s e  

o f  the i l l  feel i ng s  between the two count r i e s  tha t Tecum-

seh b e l i eved that the Bri t i sh would be e ager to enl i s t  

the support o f  the I nd i an s  t o  f i ght the Amer i c an s . a 

On November 1 5 , 1 8 1 0 , Tecumseh v i s i ted F t . Malden 

to a sk for Bri t i sh aid i n  f ighting the Amer i c ans . After 

an exchange o f  g i f t s  by both s id e s , Tecumseh began h i s  

addre s s . Of cour s e , the ba s ic theme o f  th i s  speech wa s 

an i nv i tation for Br i t i sh a i d . Tecumseh struc tured hi s 

spe ech around th i s  the s i s : The Br i t i sh had been very 

k i nd to the Ind i an s  when the red men were in need o f  

aid . Now tha t the Amer i c an s  were pushing the I ndi an s 

o f f  o f  the i r  own l and , Br i t i sh aid was needed once again . 

The speech at F t . Malden wa s r e l a t ive l y  short . 

Tecums eh deve loped hi s the s i s  through four ma i n  point s . 
'-

{ l )  Tecumseh r e l ated to the B r i t i sh at F t . Ma lden h i s  

8From Manu s cripts in the Pub l i c  Archive s o f  Canada , 
" Q " Seri e s , Vo l . 1 1 4 - -M . G . I I . '  See Appendix 6 for the tex t 
of  thi s  speech . 
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plans for an Indian confederacy . The Shawnee chie f 

exp l a ined that he mu s t  continue hi s campaign throughout 

the separate I nd ian tribe s in order to secure uni f  ica-

tion . I t  woul d  be a long t ime be fore Tecumseh wa s ab le 

to speak to the B r i t i s h  a t  F t . Malden , but he hoped that 

when he returned , the confederation would have become a 

real ity . ( 2 )  The ma in rea son tha t Tecumseh had come to 

Ft . Ma lden to en l i st Briti s h  aid wa s the once strong 

t i e s  between the I ndians and the Br i t i sh . 

F ather - - I have come here wi th the intent ion o f  
informing you that we have no t forgo t  (we never 
c an forget ) what pas sed between you Eng l i sh Men 
and our Anc e s tors- -And a l so to let you know our 
pre s ent determination . 9 

Tecumseh d i sp l ayed to the Br i t i sh a beaded belt that had 

been a token of f r i endship betwe en the Indi ans  and the 

Br iti sh . The s e  two a l l i e s  had a lway s worked we l l  together . 

Ne ither s ide inter fered with the other . There had come 

a time for action . Both the Br iti sh and the Ind ians 

had su f f ered the attack s o f  the Amer icans . ( 3 )  The 

chie f s  that had ru l ed the I nd i an tr ibe s were weak and 

sympathe t i c  to the Ame r i c an s . Now , the warrior s of the 

tr ibe s were in charg e . The warr ior s were look ing to the 

Br i t i sh for suppor t  in the de fen se o f  the Ind i an s ' l and . 

( 4 )  The I nd ians had wanted peace , but it wa s the Ameri can s 

9 Ibid . 
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who pu shed the Ind ians into war . The I nd i an s  wou ld not 

be pu shed any more . 

Tecumseh wa s we l l  aware o f  the con f l i c t  in 

intere s t s  between the Americans and the Briti sh . I t  wa s 

thi s con f l i c t  upon whi ch Tecumseh bu i l t  hi s appea l .  O f  

cour se , an under lying appea l wa s the fact tha t the Br i t

i sh and the Indians had onc e  been a l l i e s  in fighting 

ag ainst the Ame r i c an s . I t  seemed a s  though Te cumseh 

p l ac ed more tru s t  in hi s re lat ion s wi th the Br i t i sh 

than he d id the Ame r i c an s . However , there wa s no val id 

proo f that in the end , the Br iti sh wou ld have been any 

mo re hon e s t  and f a i r  in the i r  dea l ing s  with the Indians 

than the Amer icans . The past  record o f  the Briti sh in 

the ir ag reement s  with the Indians seemed ove rly favor 

abl e , and Tecumseh r e l a ted th i s  to h i s  own go a l s . 

The ent ire tone o f  the sp eech by Te cumseh wa s one 

of fri end ship and brother ly love . The Shawnee c h i e f  d i d  

not addre s s  the Briti sh at F t . Malden wi th rebe l l io u s  

rhetor ic . I n s tead , Tecumseh struc tured h i s  speech 

around the mutua l  endearment both side s ( Indian and 

Br i t i s h )  had for one another . Tecumseh spoke o f  the 

future for a l l  of hi s red and Eng l i sh brother s .  The 

ami ab l e  tone of the speech wa s obviou s ly mo s t  conduc ive 

to bo l s te r ing Te cumseh ' s  ba s ic ob j ective o f  en l i s t ing 

Br i t i sh aid . 
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Th i s  particular speech g ive s the ind i c ation that 

Tecumseh wa s not vic ious ly- oppo sed to · the entire whi te 

civi l i z ation . H i s  hatred and m i s tru s t  o f  the Ame ri c ans 

came a s  a " l earned " re spon s e . Thi s abi l i ty o f  the great 

Shawnee c h i e f  to f ind friendship and brotherhood in a 

whi te soc i e ty expl a ins the princ i p l e s  that Tecumseh 

learned f rom Pucke shinwa . As a young boy , Tecumseh wit

nes sed his f ather we l coming a l l  trave l e r s  wi th warmth and 

ho sp i ta l i ty .  I t  wa s not unt i l  Tecumseh ob served the 

unforg iveab l e  c r ime s ag a i n s t  his peop l e  that he learned 

not to tru s t  a l l whi t e  men . The skept i c a l  qua l i ty in 

Te cumseh ' s  nature obviou s ly c ame a s  a result o f  Methoat

aske ' s teaching s . There wa s an interna l con f l i ct within 

Tecums eh . Ha l f  o f  the Shawnee chi e f  wanted to l ive in 

peace with a l l  wh ite s ; and the other hal f of Te cumseh 

felt that he could not tru st any of the whi tes for fear 

o f  serious con sequenc e s . 

Thi s  speech provide s a good examp l e  o f  the 

soc i a l  and economic value s and var i ou s  atti tude s that 

ex i s ted dur ing thi s  time period . H i story g ive s the be s t  

proo f o f  the re l at ion ship that exi sted betwe en the 

Br it i sh , the Americans and the Indian s . Each member o f  

thi s soc i a l  triang l e  wa s i n  po s s e s s ion o f  various commod i 

tie s that wa s o f  interest t o  the other two member s .  The 

Amer i c an s  h ad c ontro l of  certain are a s  whi ch prohibited 
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Br iti sh hunting and trading . Great Br itain wou ld not 

surrender some of its l and po s se s s ion s to the Amer icans . 

The Ind i an s  inhabi ted too much l and and the Amer icans  

wanted to  re l i eve the s e  savage s  o f  the ir owner ship . The 

Br i t i sh could provide the I nd i a n s  with a id in f ighting 

the American s . The Indians could provide the ir service s 

for the Br iti s h  i f  war broke out with the Amer icans . The 

previou s partner ship between the I nd i an s  and the Bri ti sh 

was a l s o  a matter of h i s to r i c a l  re cord . The s incerity 

of  that partner ship wa s d e s c r ibed in depth by Tecumseh ' s  

warm and earne s t  addre s s  to the Br i t i s h  troop s at F t . 

Ma lden . 

Tecumseh ' s  speech at F t . Malden seems to be quite 

con s i stent within i t s e l f , stre s s ing the close rela tion

ship betwe en h i s  peop le and the Br i t i sh . The even t s  of 

th i s  time period show that the Br iti sh were more sympath

etic to the Ind i an s ' c au se s . Even a f te r  the Revo l ut ion , 

the Briti sh had managed to cont inue t i e s  with var iou s 

Indi an tribe s . Though Tecums eh ' s  speech wa s extreme ly 

short , the Shawnee chie f  repeated ly stre s s ed the friend

ship and brothe rhood that the I nd i an s  had a lway s f e l t  for 

the Br i t i s h . 

The Br iti sh who were pre sent to hear Tecumseh ' s  

addre s s  were ma inly a s sociated with the mi l i tary . F t . 

Malden had been e s tabl i shed on the C anad ian side o f  the 



1 0 3  

Detro it River spe c i f i c al ly to pro tect any intere s t s  o f  

Great Br itain . The Br iti sh were we l l  aware o f  the open 

conf l i c t  that ex i s ted between the Indians and the Ame r i 

cans . Outright war between the Uni ted State s and the 

Indian s  wa s inevi tabl e .  I f  Britain were to enter into 

such a war a s  an a l ly o f  the I nd i an s , de feat by the 

United State s wou ld a lmo s t  surely co s t  Britain her s trong 

ho ld within the Uni ted State s becau se o f  the i r  own con

f l i c t  o f  intere s t . I n  any even t , an al ly such a s  the 

Indian s had proven to be a u s e fu l  a s set for Great Britain 

once , they could be ag ain . The words o f  Tecumseh i l lum

inated th i s  a spe c t  o f  the past rel ationship qu i te we l l .  

The goa l s  for soci e ty which Tecumseh spoke o f , 

included the goa l s  for both the Br iti sh soc i ety and the 

soc i e ty o f  hi s peopl e .  The main goal for bo th soc iet i e s  

wa s the retardation o f  inhabi tation b y  the Amer i c an s . 

The achievement o f  thi s goal , preventing the Uni ted 

State s to continue to i nvade un settled terr ito ry , wou ld 

be a victo ry for Great Britain and for the entire Indi an 

nation . I f  thi s goal was mutual ly bene f i c i a l  to bo th 

soc ietie s ,  then the par tner ship between the I nd i a n s  and 

the Br i t i s h  wa s the be s t  po s s ib l e  mean s o f  atta in ing 

such a goa l . 

The depth at which Tecumseh examined the d irect 

and ind i rect soc i a l  con s equences  o f  h i s  p l an for Br i t i sh 
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a id seemed to b e  f a i r ly sha l low . O f  cour s e , the Bri t i sh 

had proven to be a d e s irab l e  f r i end and a l ly for the 

Indians  dur ing previou s con f l i c t s . However , the I nd i an s  

had n o  in surance that they we r e  n o t  open ing P andora ' s  

Box by inv i t i ng the servi c e s  o f  Great Britain . Theoreti

) 
c a l ly , the p l an that Tecumseh propo sed wa s seeming ly 

a workab l e  idea . A bu f fer z one s e t  up by an Indian 

federation could work . If Great Br itain and the Uni ted 

State s d id not d e c ide to un ite and over throw the I nd i an 

federation , peace and harmony wou ld onc e aga i n  be found 

in North Amer ic a . Tecumseh ' s  speech at F t . Malden , 

becau s e  o f  i t s  lack o f  depth in d i scu s s i ng futur e soc i a l  

cons equenc e s  o f  the I nd ian-Br i t i sh al l iance , c an only be 

vi ewed as a " good -wi l l "  attempt to strengthen m i l i tary 

t i e s  betwe en two f r i endly powe r s . 

The winter o f  1 8 1 0  brought l i t t l e  comfort to the 

Ind i an s . Confrontations between the Ame r i c an p ionee r s  and 

the Ind i a n s  wer e  on the increa s e . The great chie f Tecum-

seh made p l a n s  for yet another speaking c ampaign to unite 

the s eparate tr ibe s . Tecumseh cons idered his previous 

tour of the tr ibe s a s  me rely a foundation bui lder . Thi s 

second vi s i tation would rekind l e  the smo ldering f i r e s  

that Tecum s eh had begun e ar l i e r  and f a n  the spark s o f  any 

potenti a l  f l ame s needed to dr ive the Ind i an peop l e  to form 

a powerful m i l i tary a l l iance . 



1 0 5  

I n  the l ate summer o f  1 8 1 1 , Tecumseh once again 

set out to speak to the var ious tribes scattered through-

out the centr a l  and northea s tern s e c tions o f  the c ountry . 

One o f  the f i r s t  tr ibal counc i l s  to be addre s sed by 

Tecumseh wa s the Choctaw Counc i l . By S eptember a point 
) 

on the Tomb igbee River had been cho sen for the s i te o f  

the meeting . Some t ime a f ter a va s t  congregation o f  

Choctaw and Chicka s aw warr iors  had gathered , Tecumseh 

and hi s sma l l  band o f  trave l ing compan ions arr ived to 

speak to the counc i l . l o 

The obvious obj e c t i ve o f  Tecumseh ' s  speech to the 

tr iba l counc i l  wa s to per suade the Choctaws and Chicka-

saw s  to enter into an Indian federation . Tecumseh s truc -

tured hi s per sua s ive appea l around th i s  the s i s : A 

convinc i ng mi l i tary a l l iance was the only chanc e  that the 

Indians had of surviving in the whi te man ' s wo r l d . Even 

though thi s the s i s  wa s the focal point in mo s t  of Tecum-

seh ' s speeche s , thi s par t i cu l ar speech wa s sp ec i f i c a l ly 

d i rected toward Apu shamatahah and h i s  tr ibal counc i l . An 

i l lu s tration o f  Tecums eh ' s  the s i s  come s d irectly f rom 

the text o f  the speech : 

1 0 H .  B .  Cushman , H i s to ry o f  the Choctaw , Chicka
saw and Natch e z  I nd i an s  ( G reenvi l le , Texa s : Headl ight 
Printing Hou s e , 1 8 9 9 ) , p .  3 0 3 . See Appendix 7 for the 
text o f  th i s  speech . 
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The ann i h i l at ion o f  our race i s  a t  hand un l e s s  
we unite in one c ommon c au s e  ag ainst the cormnon foe . 
Think not , brave Choc taw s  and Chicka s aws , that you 
c an rema i n  pa s s ive and ind i f ferent to the common 
d ang e r , and thu s e s c ape the common fate . Your 
peop l e , too , wi l l  soon be as f a l l ing le ave s and 
scatter i ng c loud s be fore the ir bl ighting br eath . 
You too wi l l  be dr iven away from your native l and 
and anc i en t  domai n s  as leave s ar e dr iven before the 
wintry s t orms . 1 1  

Tecum s e h  advanced h i s  the s i s  through the u s e  o f  

f ive ma in po i nt s . ( 1 )  Many onc e  powe r fu l  I nd i an tribes 

had become ex t in c t  at the hand s of  the Amer i c an s . Weaker 

tribe s needed the prote ction and suppor t  of the s trong er 

tribe s in order to endure . Unle s s  tota l Indian unity 

wa s achi eved , more and more tribe s wou ld vani sh f rom 

s ight . ( 2 )  As  each d ay pa s s ed , ano the r Ind i an tribe wa s 

s l owly being dr iven from the ir l and . The white so c i e ty 

wa s pu s hing who l e  tr ibe s away from the ir natura l home -

l and s and s eve r i ng a l l  po s s ib l e  t i e s to the i r  triba l 

anc e s try . ( 3 ) The I nd ians were no longer in command o f  

the ir own d e s t in i e s .  The whi te men were runn ing the coun-

try , with the I nd i an s  mer e ly unwanted gue s t s . ( 4 )  I t  

seemed r i d ic u l ou s  to even c on s ider any f r i endly r e l ation-

ships with the Amer i c an s . The Amer icans had never g iven 

cause to be treated as anything but an enemy . They had 

wrong ful ly taken what they de s ired wi thout reg ard to 

1 1w . C .  Vanderwerth , Indian Oratory · (Norman , Ok l a 
homa : Unive r s i ty o f  Okl ahoma Pre s s , 1 9 7 1 ) , pp . 5 4 - 5 5 . 
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rightful owne r ship . ( 5 )  The time for apathy had e s caped . 

The longer the Choctaws and Chicka s aws remai ned pa s s ive 

in the ir a t t i tude toward the Ame r i c an s , the more time the 

enemy had to overcome the Ind i an s . 

A l l  the I nd i an s  greatly re spected the ir tribal 

ance s try . I t  wa s with enormou s pride tha t an Ind i an 

spoke o f  h i s  parentage and tr iba l re lation s . As chi ldren , 

Indi an s  we re i n s truc ted in the h i s tory o f  the i r  nat ive 

he ri tag e  a s  a part of the i r  overa l l  education . I t  wa s 

probab ly no acc ident tha t Tecumseh s tru c tured hi s me s 

sage around the appeal t o  Choc taws and Chicka s aws 

value o f  ance s tra l ties to the i r  natur a l  home l and s .  

I f  Tecum s e h  cou ld show the j eopardy in whi c h  Apu shama 

tahah had p laced the tribal anc e s try , i t  wa s po s s i b l e  that 

the Choc taw s  and Chickasaws would eagerly j o in the I nd i an 

federation . 

A s  Tecum s eh addre s sed the tribal counc i l  in Sept

ember of 1 8 1 1 , the tone of his speech wa s greatly d i f 

ferent from that o f  the previou s speeche s . The f r i end

sh ip and warmth that wa s apparent i n  the speech at F t . 

Ma lden , seemed to take a back- seat to Tecum s eh ' s  vehe 

mence and f anat i c i sm on the subj e c t  o f  Amer i c an domina

tion . I t  wa s wi th great z e a l  that the Shawnee ch i e f  

urged Apu shamatahah and h i s  tr ibe t o  take u p  arms ag a i n s t  

the Amer icans . Thi s  particular speech al so conta i ned 
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more co lor ful l anguage than the f i r s t  three speeche s that 

have been ana ly z ed . Tecumseh r e l ied on the u s e  o f  f igur-

ative ana log i e s  and har sh real i t i e s  to drive home h i s  

po ints about the Amer i cans . 

The mo s t  impre s s ive i n s ight into Tecumseh ' s  mind 

that wa s g a ined from the ana ly s i s o f  thi s speech , wa s 

the dedica tion and determination with whi c h  Tecumseh 

labo red to achieve I nd i an unity . Tecum seh wa s complete ly 

devoted to the I nd i an peop l e . The Shawnee chie f  s eemed 

to have surrendered al l cons iderat ion for h i s  own 

per sona l and tribal achievement in order tha t he m ight 

better the l ive s  of a l l  I nd i an s  in a l l  tribe s . The awe 

and r e spect wi th which Tecumseh wa s regarded by men o f  

both rac e s  sugg e s t s  the impact that the Shawnee c h i e f  

had upon humani ty .  

The non-committal attitude o f  many Ind i an tr ibe s 

wa s a l so r e f l e cted in Tecumseh ' s  speech . The Choc taws 

and Chick a s aws probab ly never expe rienced the de s truc

tion of the Amer i c an s . Apu shamatahah ,  the rul ing chi e f  

of  the Choctaws , had ma intained neutral i ty wi th hi s tribe 

and the i r  a l l i e s  in mo s t  con f l ic t s  with the Amer i c an s . 

I f  the neutra l i ty wa s broken , i t  wa s done so in support 

of  the Amer ican s . Tecumseh pointed out that too many 

Ind i an s  had been d e s troyed through the ir own ignoranc e 

in deal ing wi th the Ame r i c an s . 
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Tecum s eh ' s  speech t o  the Choctaw C ounc i l  wa s bo th 

con s i stent within i t s e l f  and with the ob served even t s  

o f  i t s  time . The r e  appe ared to be no d ig re s s ion from 

the the s i s . Tecumseh supported each o f  hi s ma in po ints 

wi th e i ther examp l e s  or analogie s .  The co lorful oratory 

of the Shawnee chi e f  wa s a l ive wi th the fire and hope 

for the I nd i a n  peopl e . Tecumseh provided end l e s s  exam -

p l e s  o f  the whi te man ' s tre achery that any curren t h i s tor-

ian could ver i fy a s  being a true re f l ec t i on o f  the events 

of  that pa s t  per iod . 

Bu t what need speak o f  the pa s t ?  I t  speaks for 
i t s e l f and a sk s , ' Where tod ay are the Pequod ? Where 
the Narragansett s ,  the Mohawks , Pocanoket s ,  and 
many o ther onc e powe r ful trib e s  of our race ? They 
have vani shed be f ore the avarice arid oppre s s ion o f  
the white men , a s  snow be fore the summer sun . I n  
va in hope o f  de fend ing the ir anc ient po s s e s s ion s , 
they have f a l len in the war s with the whi t e  men . • 1 2 

H i s tory g ive s the imp l i c ations that whi l e  i t  wa s doubt-

ful that an entire tr ibe cou ld have been ann i h i l ated by 

the white settler s , the numbers o f  the tr ibe s that Tecum-

seh named wer e  reduced to a minor ity . The ab sorption o f  

the sma l l  tribal minor i t i e s  into l arger and more dominant 

tribe s , eventua l ly erased the ex i s tence of such tr ibe s 

a s  the P equod , Narrangan se tt s , Mohawk s and Pocanoke t s . 

The abi l i ty o f  var ious whi te men to gain the 

Indian s ' tru s t  and loya l ty through a p s eudo - f r i end ship 

1 2 Ibid . , p .  5 4 . 
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he l p s  to exp l a i n  why many tribe s wer e  agains t  j o i n ing a 

federation to f ight the Amer i c an s . Tecumseh could not 

make many o f  the chie f s  see tha t potential  harm in any 

r e l ation ship with the Amer i c an s . The aud ience for Tecum

seh ' s speech to the Choctaw Counc i l  wa s c ompo sed o f  tho s e  

I nd i an s  who refused t o  bel i eve that the word o f  white man 

wa s anything but good . The re were a f ew rebe l l iou s young 

brave s who were wi l l ing to tak e  up the tomahawk aga i n s t  

the Ame r i c an s , b u t  the i r  numbe r  wa s too in s ign i f i cant 

to sway the ma j or i ty o f  the Choctaw tribe o r  any o f  the 

al l i e s . 

I n  read ing Tecumseh ' s  speech to the tr iba l coun

c i l , i t  s eems only l og i c a l  tha t Apu shama tahah should 

d e c ide to j o in the I nd i an c on f ed eracy . The to tal  

annihi l a t ion of  once prominant I nd i an tribe s should 

have been enough evidenc e for any skeptic a s  to the danger 

impo s ed by the Ame r i c an s . However , the lo s s  o f  a tribe s ' 

anc e s tr a l  t i e s  probably seemed so r emote that the Choc

taw s  and Chicka saws ignored the pleas of Te cumseh . 

There seem s  to be l it t l e  doubt a s  to the s incer

ity with which Tecumseh worked to he lp the I nd i an peop le . 

As the S hawnee chief spoke o f  war with Amer i c an s , he d id 

so out o f  hope that the Ind i an s  would attain a better 

ex i sten c e . Tecumseh seems to want nothing for hims e l f  

per sona l ly ,  but d i rec ted a l l  o f  hi s time and energy 
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toward the future o f  the I nd i an soc i e ty . 

Tecumseh rose to the honored po s i tion o f  Shawnee 

chi e f  by exhib i ting bo th wi sdom and knowledg e . I t  wa s 

probably with j ud i c iou s review that . Tecumseh con sidered 

any a lternat ive s before arr iving at a p l an for a uni ted 

Ind i an nation . Such a m i l i tary a l l i ance could not be 

formed wi thout l o s s  o f  I nd i an l i fe . Tecumseh probably 

be l ieved that if the I nd ians fought as one mil itary 

body , the overa l l  lo s s  of Ind i an l i fe could be greatly 

reduced . One a spect tha t Tecumseh had not con s i dered , 

wa s the fact that tr iba l prej ud i c e s  we re too s trong to 

al low a centr a l  governing s ta f f  to i s sue orde r s  to the 

ma s s  of I ndians . I t  wou ld be a sk ing too much o f  a tribal 

chi e f  to surrender his author ity to a l i fe - long r ival . 

The pr ide that wa s the I nd i an s ' her itage , wa s a l so the ir 

demi s e . 

Tecumseh continued hi s j ourney southward . Many 

tribe s were eag e r  to j o in the federation , many we re not 

so e ag er . I t  wa s doubt ful that the Shawnee chi e f  became 

d i scouraged . The greater the r e j ect ion o f  the propo s a l  

b y  a certain tr ibe , the harder Tecumseh seemed t o  labor 

to gain that particular tribe s ' conf idence . 

During the winter o f  1 8 1 1 - 1 8 1 2 , Tecumseh ' s  trave l s  

brought him to the camp o f  the O sage tr ibe . The O sage s 

made their home on the Arkan s a s  River , we s t  o f  the 
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Mi s s i s s ippi River . After a warm and grac iou s  we l c ome by 

the O s age s , Tecumseh addre s sed the tribal counc i l . 1 3  

When Tecum s eh spoke t o  the s eparate Indian t r ibe s , 

the top i c  never var i ed . The Shawnee l e ader cou ld not 

over- empha s i z e  the urg ency o f  h i s  plea s . The the s i s  o f  

Tecumseh ' s  speech t o  the O s ag e s  wa s very s imilar t o  that 

of mo st of h i s  speeche s : A un ited Ind i an nation wa s the 

mo s t  log i c a l  a l ternat ive l e f t  to the I nd i an s . 

Br other s , - -My peop l e  ar e brave and numer ous ; 
but the whi t e  peop l e  are too s trong for them a lone . 
I wi sh you to take up the tomahawk wi th them . I f  
we a l l  unite , we wi l l  c au s e  the r iver s  t o  s ta i n  
the great water s wi th the i r  b l ood . . •  

Brothe r s , - -We mu s t  be un i ted ; we mu st smoke 
the s ame p ipe ; we mu s t  f i ght each o ther s ' batt l e s ;  
and more than a l l , we mu s t  love the Great S p i r i t ; 
he i s  for u s ; he wi l l  d e s troy our enemie s ,  and make 
a l l  hi s red c h i ldren happy . l � 

Even though a l l  o f  Tecum s eh ' s  speeche s to the tr ibe s 

focu s ed on the s ame sub j e c t , i t  was doubtful that Tecum-

seh u sed the ex a c t  speech for mor e  than one tr ibe . As a 

speaker , Tecumseh suppor ted each the s i s  with d i f f erent 

idea s . Al l of the the s e s  and ideas para l l e led one ano ther , 

i n  that Tecumseh spoke to achieve peac e f u l  coex i stence 

through an I nd ian con federacy . The speech a lway s  seemed 

l 3John D .  Hunter , Memo i r s  of a C aptive Among the 
I nd i an s  of North Ame r i c a  ( London : The Autho r , 1 8 2 4 ) , 
p .  4 3 . S e e  Append ix 8 for the text o f  thi s speech . 

1 4 Ibid . , pp . 4 6 - 4 8 . 
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to f i t  the aud ienc e . 

I n  the speech to the O s ag e s , the the s i s  wa s sup

ported by at l e a s t  s ix ma in po int s . ( 1 )  Indians o f  a l l  

tr ibe s had been c reated a s  brothe r s  b y  the Gre at Spir i t . 

I t  wa s a probl em o f  mutua l  concern for the s eparate 

Ind i an tribe s tha t nece s s i tated the mi l i tary a l l i ance . 

The white soci ety looked upon a l l Indians with equ a l  d i s 

dain and greed . Tr iba l d i f feren c e s  had to - be overcome 

to ma intain the he ritage of the I nd i an peopl e .  ( 2 )  A s  

separate tribe s , the Indians  had l i ttle chance o f  d e 

feat ing t h e  Amer ican s . The wh ite s con spired to turn red 

man aga i n s t  red man . I t  wou ld be very easy for the 

Amer ican s  to over take each tribe a s  a s ing l e  unit . 

The uni ted strength o f  a l l  tr ibe s wa s needed to face up 

to the Amer i c an s . ( 3 )  The I ndians de s i red pe ac e , but 

as long as the white men de s i red the po s s e s s ions of the 

Ind i an s , there could be no peace . The Great Spirit had 

g iven hi s red chi ldren many po s se s s ions a l ong with the 

strength to protec t tho s e  po s s e s s ions . The whi te 

so c i ety mu s t  be made to pay for the death and de struc t ion 

tha t it had c au s ed . ( 4 )  When the whi te men arr ived in 

the New World , i t  wa s the Ind i a n s  who had g iven them 

food and taught them to be se l f - su f f i c i ent . The whi te 

men repaid the Indian s ' kindne s s  wi th death . Even the 

Great Spirit had shown h i s  d i sgu s t  with the Amer icans by 
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thunderou s attacks that swa l lowed entire vi l l age s . ( 5 )  

Great Britain wa s angry with the Ameri c an s  a l so . The 

Bri t i sh were e ager to support the i r  red brother s i n  a 

war with the U n ited State s . ( 6 )  Al l Ind i an s  mu s t  smoke 

the p ipe together i n  order to d e stroy the ir enemie s and 

l ive in peace once aga in . 

Tecumseh s tructured h i s  appeal to the O s ag e s  

value o f  Indian brotherhood . The probl em o f  white 

intru s ion wa s one that mu s t  be shared with the I ndians  

o f  al l tribe s . Perhaps the whi te soc i e ty had not ven

tured as far we s t  as the O s ag e  c amp s , but in t ime the 

O s age s  would exper i ence the c rowding by . the Ame r i c an s . 

Tecumseh ' s  appea l  wa s ba s i c a l ly " B lood i s  thicker than 

water , "  when it c ame to ma tters of whi te domination . No 

ma tter what tribal d i f feren c e s  had pa s sed b e fore , the 

Indians  would have to f ight tog ether as brother s  if they 

wer e  to de feat the enemy . 

The ove ra l l  structure o f  thi s speech r e s embl e s  

that o f  the speech to the Choc taw Counc i l . The tone o f  

thi s speech s e em s  t o  b e  a l i tt l e  d i f ferent . The tone o f  

Tecumseh ' s  speech t o  the O sage s seems t o  b e  mo re aggr e s 

s ive and be l l igeren t . The d e s c r iption s o f  the pun i shment 

for the Ame r i c a n s  seems to be more vivid and exp l i c it . 

I t  i s  po s s ib l e  that becau se the O sage s  had not exper

i enced the wrath of the Amer i ca n s , Tecumseh f e l t  it 
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nece s sary to exp l a in i n  deta i l  both the c r ime and the 

pun i shment . 

I n  the speech to the O sage tr ibe , Tecumseh 

uses  seeming l y  B ib l ical  examp l e s . The Shawnee l e ader 

de s c r ibe s stor i e s  about the Great Sp i r i t  that r e s embl e  

stor i e s  from the Bible . Once again , the i n f l uenc e  o f  the 

Prophe t  s e ems to be apparen t . Though Tecumseh mak e s  no 

direct r e f erence s to the Shaker rel igion , it i s  po s s ib l e  

that the Prophet r e l ated t o  hi s brother the s tor i e s  that 

the S haker mi s s ionar i e s  to ld abou t the " Great Spi r i t . "  

The ins ight into the mind o f  Tecumseh that i s  gained 

from analy z ing th i s  speech i s  the extent to which the 

Prophet i n f luenced Te cumseh . I t  i s  apparent tha t whi l e  

the Prophet ex er ted l i ttle dominance over Te cumseh i n  

ma tte r s  o f  l e ader ship or mi l i tary prowe s s , the Prophet 

did en l ighten h i s  brothe r with intel l ectua l in formation . 

Any in s igh t s  g a ined about the era f rom thi s speech 

would probabl y  be repet itiou s  o f  tho s e  g ained from ana ly z 

i ng Tecum se h ' s previou s speeche s . One po int that s e em s  

to be stre s sed mo re so in thi s speech , i s  the fac t that 

a l l  of the i l l s  su f fered by the Indians were the doing s 

o f  the Amer i c an s . Tecumseh po ints out the ignorance 

with whi c h  the white men entered the New Wor ld . The 

Ind ian s wer e  the teacher s ,  the adopted brother s of the 

Amer i c an s . Once the Amer i c an s  became s e l f - suf f ic ient , 
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the I nd i an s  were no l onger o f  any u s e . I n  f ac t , the 

Ind i ans became an unwanted commod i ty . I t  wa s the 

Indian s ' l and that inter e s ted the Amer i c an s . The peop l e  

who had shown warmth and comp a s s ion for t h e  Americans 

were now the obj ect o f  the white men ' s rage . 

The speech to the O sage tribe d emons trate s a 

s trong intern a l  con s i s tency . Tecumseh supports hi s 

the s i s  with v ivid ex amp l e s  and c o l o r fu l  ana logi e s . Each 

ma in po int is d irectly con s i s tent wi th one another and 

wi th the the s i s .  There s eems to be an order ly progre s 

s ion from po int t o  po int with smooth tran s i tion s . 

The even t s  o f  the t ime period were re f lected 

qu i te accurate ly through the word s of Tecumseh . The 

I nd i an s wer e  no t the peopl e  who had s t ar ted the conf l ic t  

over l and inhab i ta tion . The Amer icans  probably thought 

that savag e s  had no personal r ights or any c l a im to the 

l and . The people who c ame to Amer i c a  wer e  seek ing free

dom from a powerful government that treated common peop le 

with contempt and d i sgu s t . The common peop le were the 

weaker c l a s s  who had to f o l low the ru l e s set down by the 

government . When the sett l e r s  e s tab l i shed them s e lves in 

the new country , they rationa l i z ed that it wa s the Indians 

who were now the " weake r " c la s s , and proceed ed to i gnore 

the I nd i an s ' r ig ht s . The wh i te soc i e ty took what it 

d e s ired becau se it wa s now the ru l ing c l a s s ; the Ind i a n s  
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were only ignorant savag e s . P e rhap s the settler s 

regarded the Indian s a s  heathen s due to the i r  primitive 

l i fe- s ty l e . The settler s may have be l ieved that the ir 

own reactions c ame a s  a re spon s e  to the I nd i an s ' 

savagery . Though Tecumseh d id not under s tand the 

comp l ex i ty behind the whi te men ' s l u s t  for l and , he knew 

tha t  it wa s wrong . 

Tecumseh had but one goal for the I nd i an 

s o c i e ty . The Shawnee chief wanted to see hi s peopl e , 

a l l  o f  the I nd ian peop l e , a t  peace with l i f e . Every 

speech that Tecumseh d e l ivered wa s a imed at that s ingle 

go a l . Tecumseh d id not exp l i c it ly outl ine the short

coming s or the advantage s  of his propo s a l . Hi s s imp le 

d e s i r e  wa s to see the I nd i an s o c i e ty happy onc e again ; 

no longer troub led by threat s o f  inva s ion , war or death . 

Tecumseh d i d  not d i s i l lu s ion himse l f  into be l ieving hi s 

goal wa s an ea sy one to attain . I t  seemed that the 

mo re ob s cured h i s  goal became , the harder Tecumseh 

labored to achieve un i ty for his peop l e . 

When a l l  a spects o f  Tecumseh ' s  goa l  are con s idered , 

one mu s t  r e a l i z e  the monumentou s ta sk tha t  l ay be fore the 

Shawnee chie f . At no time d i d  Te cumseh quit out o f  

d i scouragement . The one source f rom whi ch Tecumseh 

po s s ibly drew his s trength , wa s the po s s ib� l i ty that the 

I nd i an peop l e  would once aga i n  l ive in peace . As long 
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a s  there wa s hope for pe ace , there would be Tecum s eh 

with hi s rhetoric and oratory . 

Blood shed , Argument and War f are 

Wh i l e  Great Britain had p l edged support to Tecum-

seh in the strugg l e  again s t  the Amer i c an s , many o f  the 

Br i t i s h  mi l i tary ag ents  wanted to pro long the peac e fu l  

r e l ation s a s  long a s  po s s ible . By the summer o f  1 8 1 2 , 

Tecumseh wa s aga in r e s iding i n  one o f  the Shawnee c amp s 

on the Waba sh . Co lon e l  Matthew E l l i ott , a Super inten-

dent o f  Ind i an A f f a i r s , had urged Tecumseh to ma inta i n  

the peace with the Amer i c an s . Colone l E l l iott ' s  me s sage 

to Tecumseh had been del ivered by the Huron s .  The 

Huron s wa i ted to take the Shawnee chief ' s  an swer back 

to the Br i t i sh agent . The speech by Tecumseh wa s a reply 

to Colone l E l l iott ' s  me s s ag e . 1 5  

Tecumseh ' s  addre s s  to the Huron s wa s d irectly 

rel ated to Co lone l Matthew E l l iott ' s  i n i t i a l  me s s age . 

The Shawnee chi e f  u s ed thi s the s i s : The death and 

d e s truc tion brought upon the Ame r i c an s  wa s a d irect 

re su l t  o f  provocation by the Ame r i cans . The speech wa s 

relative ly short . Tecumseh u sed thr ee ma in po int s to 

1 5 E .  A .  Cru ikshank , ed . ,  Documen t s  Re lat ing to the 
I nva s ion o f  Canada and the Surrender of Detro i t , 1 8 1 2  
( Ottawa : Publ i c a tion s o f  the Canad i an Archive s - -No . 7 ,  
1 9 1 2 ) , p .  3 4 . See Appendix 9 for the text o f  thi s spe ech . 



1 1 9  

support h i s the s i s . 

( 1 )  I t  wa s b e s t , for a l l  conce rned , to rema i n  at 

peace with the Ame r i c an s .  Thought l e s s  a c t s  o f  vio l enc e 

on both s id e s , pro longed the hate between the I nd i an s  

and the Amer icans . ( 2 )  I t  wa s hard to contro l a l l  o f  

the I nd i an tribe s when vengeance wa s fresh i n  the mind s 

o f  the warrior s .  The s e  two po ints are i l lustra ted in 

Tecumseh ' s  word s : 

Our Younge r  Brothe r s  the Putewatemies  ( po int
ing to them ) i n  sp ite o f  our repeated coun s e l  to 
them to rema i n  qu i e t  and 1 i ve in pe.ace with the Big 
Kn ive s , wou ld no t l i sten to u s - -When I left home 
l a s t  Year to go to the Creek Nation , I pa s sed a t  
P o s t  Vinc enne s and wa s s to pped b y  the B i g  Kn ive s , 
and d id not immed i ately know the rea son , but I wa s 
informed that the Putewatem i e s  had k i l led some o f  
the ir people ;  I to ld the B i g  Kn ive s t o  remain 
qu iet unt i l  my return , when I shou ld make peace 
and quietne s s  preva i l - -On my return I found my 
Vi l lage r educed to a s he s  by the Big Kn ive s - -You 
c annot b l ame Your Young e r  Brothe r s  the Shawano e s  
for what h a s  happened ; the Puetwatemie s oc c a s ioned 
mi s fortune . 1 6  

( 3 )  I f  the Amer i c an s  hone s t l y  wi shed to speak o f  peace , 

they would be hear t i ly we lcomed by the Ind i an s . However , 

vio l ence and treachery o n  the part o f  the Americans wou ld 

be met with an equ a l  r e spon se from the Ind ian s . 

I f  we hear the B i g  Kn ive s coming toward s our 
vil l ag e s  to speak peace , we wi l l  rece ive them ; but 
if we he ar o f  any o f  our peop l e  being hurt by them 
or i f  they unprovoked ly advanc e  aga i n s t  u s  i n  a 

ho s t i l e  mi9ner , be a s sured we wi l l  d e f end our se lve s 
l ike men . 

1 6 Ibid . , p .  3 4 . 

l ?  Ibid . , p .  3 5 .  
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The de s ire s o f  the Br i t i s h  to su stain peace wa s 

recogn i z ed by Tecumseh and h i s  speech r e f l e c ted tho se 

de s ire s . The Shawnee c h i e f  admitted that he too wanted 

to keep the peace . It wa s the Amer i c an s , Tecumseh 

reminded , who had inc i ted the I nd i an s . Tecumseh wa s re ady 

and wi l l ing to d i s cu s s  a truc e , i f  the Americans were 

s incere in the i r  action s . 

The structure o f  thi s  speech to the Huron s  wa s 

not o f  the persu a s ive nature o f  mo s t  o f  Tecum s eh ' s  pre

viou s speeche s .  The interna l cons i s ten cy o f  the speech 

wa s j u st as evident in thi s speech as any previous speech 

that ha s been ana l y z ed . Tecumseh s tructured hi s c learly 

and conc i sely , u s ing speci f i c  i n s t ance s ,  ex amp l e s  and 

ana log i e s  to advance hi s the s i s .  

The tone o f  thi s speech i s  more re laxed than 

mo st of the speeche s previou s ly ana l y z ed . Tecumseh i s  

addre s sing the Br iti sh whom h e  con s ider s to be bo th 

f r i end s and brothe r s . The re l axed tone seem s  to he lp 

Tecumseh promote hi s idea s for peace and concord . The 

fact that the Br iti sh idea o f  harmony between the Americans 

and the Indians co inc ide wi th Tecumseh ' s  idea s , a l so he lps 

to achieve the overall  re laxed tone of the speech . 

Thi s speec h , onc e again , empha s i z ed the s inc ere 

de s i re by Tecumseh to e stabl i sh f r i end ly relations 

between the Amer i cans and the I nd i an s . Tecumseh ' s  speech 
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to the Huron s a l so ind i c ated the enormous re spon s i b i l i ty 

Tecumseh had a s sumed i n  trying to contro l the actions o f  

the I ndian peop l e . The Shawnee chie f wa s attempt ing to 

negotiate with both s ide s , I nd i an and Ame r i c an , to achieve 

an agreement that wa s s at i s factory to a l l  parti e s  invo l ved . 

I t  wa s hard to smooth ru f f l ed feather s ,  when the ac t s  o f  

vio l ence we re s o  s evere . 

The f a c t  that the Briti sh wanted to sustain 

friendly rel ations a s  long a s  po s s ib l e  give s i n s ight into 

the economic statu s of Great Britain . The Br i t i sh had 

promi sed suppor t  to the I nd i an s , but i t  wa s probabl e  tha t 

unl e s s  an Amer i c an defeat wa s in sure d , Great Britain 

could not a f ford to r i sk the money or the manpower . Per

hap s the Briti sh were bid ing the i r  t ime in order to gain 

the mi l i tary s trength needed to overpower the Uni te d  

State s . The more t ime that Tecumseh had to organ i z e  

hi s Ind i an con f ederacy , the better the po s s i b i l i ty for a 

powerfu l  a l ly .  O f  cour s e , the Br iti sh could have f e l t  

hone s t  compa s s ion for the I nd i an s , knowing a n  Ame r i c an 

vic tory would be a serious defeat for them . 

The spec i f i c  i n s tanc e s  in which Tecumseh ref  erred 

to the atro c i t i e s  cau sed by bo th the Ind i an peop l e  and 

the Ame r i c an s  provide s  evidence that thi s par ticular 

speech wa s c on s i stent with the events o f  th e per iod and 

wa s an accurate account of tho s e  events . The " ac tua l "  
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aud i enc e for Tecumseh ' s  speech wa s the Huron s .  However , 

the " intended " aud ience wa s Colonel Matthew E l l io tt and 

the Br i t i sh mi l i tary stationed at F t . Ma lden . 

I t  i s  ve ry important to con s ider the aud i ence 

to which to speech wa s addre s sed . I t  would be d i f f i 

cu l t  t o  surmi s e  whether o r  not the content and tone o f  

the speech wou ld b e  any d i f ferent i f  Te cumseh had addre s s ed 

Co lon e l  E l l iott in per son . The fact doe s  rema in that 

Tecumseh ' s  speech is an hone st ac count of the even t s  of 

the per iod and it i s  doubtfu l  that a d i f feren t  aud ience 

would change the content o f  the speech . 

I t  seems probab l e  that Colone l E l l iott outl ined 

the ha z ard s of war fare for Tecumseh . Al l s i de s , Amer i 

c an , Ind i an and Br i t i sh , wou ld su f fe r  from lo s s  o f  l i f e 

due to open con f l ic t . I f  E l l i ott wanted what s e emed 

be s t  for hi s own so c i e ty , it s e ems equa l ly rea sonab l e  

that Tecum s eh wanted what wa s be s t  f o r  the I nd i an s oc i ety . 

Natura l ly ,  i f  the Amer i c an s  continued the i r  harras sment , 

then the I nd i an s  had no cho i c e  but to defend them s e lve s .  

Thi s  speech to the Huron s , mo st c l ea r l y  exp lore s 

the d i r e c t  and ind irect con s equence s o f  a l l  o f  the actions 

sugg e sted . Tecumseh d id not want any more o f  h i s  peop le 

to d i e . P eace with the Ameri c an s  cou ld be achieved i f  

the whi te soc i e ty put forth a n  hone st e f fort . Harmony 

and accord be tween the two rac e s  could l a s t  only as long 
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a s  bo th s ide s l abored to make i t  l a s t . The f i r s t  s ide 

to break the truce , mu s t  a c cept the r e s pon s ib i l ity of any 

future con s equence s .  The I nd i an s  wer e  only a s  vio l ent 

as tho s e  who oppo sed them . 

The F inal Batt l e  

The c omp lex mot ive s tha t drove a l l  three s ide s 

into batt l e  aga i n s t  one ano the r , wer e  more than e i ther 

Colonel E l l iott or Tecums eh could suppre s s  or over look . 

Whi le Great Br itain i n f l i c ted much de struction upon the 

United State s , there we re not as many dec i s ive vic to r i e s  

f o r  the Br i t i sh a s  had been hoped . General Procter wa s 

the man who had been placed in charge o f  the Br iti sh 

troop s stationed at F t . Malden . Procter had once been 

a bri l l iant command e r , but the ye a r s  and the batt l e s  had 

taken the i r  to l l  and he had become we ak and unaggre s s ive . 

Tecumseh had proven h i s  expert i s e  a t  mi l i tary 

strategy . I t  wa s the Shawnee c h i e f  who wa s the ski l l ed 

commander o f  the Indian and B r i t i s h  force s  a l ong the 

C anad i an border . Genera l  Procter feared the impend ing 

batt l e  and wi shed to retreat to N i agara . On S eptember 

1 8 , 1 8 1 3 , Tecumseh del ivered a speech to a Bri t i s h coun

c i l  a t  F t . Malden . Tecumseh ' s  de sperate p l e a  for Br i t 

i sh support was o n e  of the mo st noted speech b y  an Indian 
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orator . 1 8  

The u su a l  theme o f  Tecums e h ' s  speeche s had 

centered on an I nd i an confederacy . Whi l e  thi s ba s ic ide a  

wa s probab ly s t i l l  in the m i n d  o f  the Shawnee chi e f , 

the speech to General Procter wa s c entered on another 

conc ern . Tecum s eh u sed th i s the s i s : The Bri t i s h  troop s 

shou ld remain in the i r  po s i tions a t  F t  . .  Ma lden and Detro i t . 

The reason ing be hind Tecumseh ' s  the s i s  wa s very b a s i c . 

L i s ten , F a ther ! The American s  have not yet 
de feated us by l and ; ne i ther are we sure that they 
have done so by water ; we there fore wi sh to rema in 
here , and f ight our enemy , should they make the ir 
appearanc e . I f  they d e f eat u s , we wi l l  then 
retreat wi th our f ather . 

F ather ! You have got arms and ammun ition 
which our great f athe r sent to hi s red chi ldren . 
I f  you have any ide a  o f  going away , g ive them to 
u s , and you may go in we l come , for u s . Our l ive s 
are i n  the hands o f  the Great Spiri t .  We are deter
mined to defend our l and s , and if it is hi s wi l l , 
we w i s h  to leave our bone s upon them . 1 9  

F ive main po ints  supported the the s i s  i n  Tecum-

seh ' s spe ech to General Proctoe r . ( 1 )  Gr e at Br i t a in had 

p l edged to help the I ndians . I t  wa s the re spon s ib i l i ty 

o f  General Procter to keep that promi se . ( 2 )  The I ndians 

had done the i r  s ha re o f  f ighting . Many brave warr iors 

had advanced on the Amer i c an s . I t  would be a crime for 

Genera l  Pro cter to retreat wi thout g iving notice to tho se 

1 8 John Ri chard son , War o f  1 8 1 2  ( London : Brockvi l le , 
Ltd . , I nc . , 1 8 4 2 ) , p .  1 1 9 . 

1 9 Ibid . , p .  1 2 0 .  
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I nd i ans who had a l re ady gone to battle . ( 3 ) Great Brit-

ain had promi sed to  ho ld the i r  g round and urged the 

I ndians to do the same . The I nd ians were not s trong 

enough to de fend the i r  l and s wi thout the Briti sh . ( 4 )  I t  

wa s not the time t o  retreat from batt l e . There wa s s ti l l  

hope that the Ame r i c an s  would not defeat the Br i t i sh and 

the Ind i an force s . I f  the Amer i c an s  did show overwhelm-

ing s tr ength , then it would be be s t  to r e treat . ( 5 )  Great 

Britain had sent a rms and ammuni t ion for the batt l e . I f  

General Proc ter was go ing to retre at , the weapon s had 

to be g iven to the Indian s . The I ndians were determined 

to def end the i r  own l and . The defense o f  Ind i an l and 

wou ld be maintained even at the co s t  of Ind i an l i fe . 

The intended aud i ence for th i s  particular speech 

wa s the Briti sh , spec i f i c a l ly General Procter . Te cumseh 

was attempting to s tructure the appe a l s  o f  hi s spe ech 

toward the Br iti sh sense of  pride and se l f -re spec t . I t  

wa s poor mi l i t ary strategy , o n  the part o f  the Br i t i sh , 

to place such a vital command in the hands o f  Gener a l  

Procter . I f  General Procter had retre ated wi thout making 

a sub s tant i a l  attack on the Ame r i c an s , he would have 

shamefu l ly d i s so lved the Br i t i sh commitment to the 

Ind i an s . Tecumseh mu s t  have r eached Procter ' s  s e n s e  o f  

pride and h i s  loya l ty to Britain ' s  promi se , becau s e  the 

g eneral cho s e  to ho ld the po s i tions at Detro i t  and F t . 



1 2 6  

Malden . 

The tone o f  the speech r e f l e c ted the de spera t i on 

o f  Tecumseh , a man who wa s work ing in a futi l e  e f fort to 

attain a dream . Thi s speech d i d  not di splay the to ne o f  

s e l f i shne s s  o r  per sona l d i s sa t i s fa c tion about the out 

c ome o f  event s .  The tone wa s ind i cative o f  a great 

l e ader begg ing for help to save the l ive s  o f  hi s peop l e . 

Re search ind i c ate s that Tecumseh wa s my s t i ca l ly aware o f  

the tr ag i c  ou tcome o f  the forthcoming batt l e . I t  wa s 

reported that the great Shawnee chief  s e emed to sen s e  h i s  

d e st ination . The speech r eve a l ed that pe rhap s Tecumseh 

wa s not as  c once rned about hi s own death as  he wa s con

c erned about the death of the Ind ian peop l e ' s  freedom 

and l i fe - s ty l e . 

The s tructure o f  thi s speech r e f l e c t s  the ord e r ly 

progre s s ion o f  thoughts that s eem to be character i st i c  

o f  Tecumseh ' s  s ty l e . The instruc t ion in oratory that 

Tecum s eh received as a young boy , wa s never so br i l l i antly 

d i sp l ayed a s  i t  wa s in  the speech to Gene ral Procter . 

The s imp l e  s tru c ture o f  the speech wa s embe l l i shed with 

pa tho s and logo s  and the s en se of pride that wa s undenia

b ly Tecums eh . 

Thi s speech , more than any speech e s  tha t  have 

previou s ly been an alyz ed , seemed to echo a l l of the tribal 

and parenta l her i tage tha t created Tecumseh . The word s 
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o f  Tecumseh mirrored the strugg l e  aga i n s t  the wh i te 

soc i ety , the d ignity taught by Puckeshinwa , the cunn ing 

o f  war fare l e a rned from B l ackf i sh , the skept i c i sm a c 

qui red from Methoata ske and the h i s to ry o f  the oppre s 

s ion o f  the I nd i an peop l e  that had been char acter i z ed 

by violence and tr agedy . 

The degree to whi ch Gre at Britain suf fered 

mi l i tary de feat in the area of the Gre at Lak e s  wa s a l so 

evident i n  Tecumseh ' s  speech . General P ro c te r  cho se to 

retreat as a r e s u l t  o f  a dec i s ive batt l e  on Lak e  E r i e  

in which the Br i t i sh f l eet was lo s t . The ma s s ive prepa r -

ation s  for an American inva s ion o f  Canad a  below F t . 

Ma lden wa s a l so a con s ideration o f  General  Procte r . 

Great Britain was no t f inan c i a l ly c apab l e  o f  supp lying 

its own mi l i tary with arm s  in add ition to support ing 

Tecumseh and h i s  warrior s .  The unwaver ing tru s t  wi th 

which Te cum s eh ac cepted Britain ' s  p l edge o f  support , 

demon strated the a lmo s t  b l ind- f a i th with which many 

unsuspec t i ng Ind i an s  entered into agreement s wi th members 

of the whi t e  soc i e ty . P erhap s B r i tain d i d  not reali z e  

the overwhe lming amount o f  mi l i tary powe r tha t would have 

been needed to d e feat the Uni ted State s . In any 

event , the Ind i an peop le were the true v i ctims of the 

e conomic mi s c a l cu l ation . 

The overa l l  s tructure and content o f  Tecumseh ' s  
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speech wa s the b e s t  demon stration o f  internal con s i sten

cy . Though none o f  Tecumseh ' s  speeche s wer e  s c r ipted 

b e fore h i s  d e l ivery , a l l  of the speeche s that have been 

ana l y z ed , show a smooth and even word order . The rhetori-

cal  devic e s  ( analog i e s , ex amp l e s , i l l u s tration s , etc . ) 

u s ed by Te cumseh were prob ably condus ive to prec i s i on 

in c l ar i ty and purpo s e for the ove r a l l  speech . 

Hone s ty , s incer i ty and frankne s s  were the main 

qua l i t i e s of I nd ian oratory . Thi s fact he lped to empha

s i z e  the con s i stency with which ob served event s  were 

reported within a speech . Tecumseh seemed to be a man 

o f  integ r i ty . The fact tha t  Tecumseh cou ld only repor t 

the Indi an view o f  the rac i a l  s i tuat ion , d i d  no t e l imin

ate the r e a l i ty of the ma l i c iou s per secution of the 

I nd i an peop l e  by the white soc i e ty . Tecumseh ' s  words 

could only i l luminate the s i tu ation that already ex i s ted . 

Tecum s eh arou sed hi s l i stener s at F t . Malden with 

patho s . Tecumseh was a man o f  hi s wo rd and he expec ted 

no le s s  from hi s a l ly . The Ame r i c an s  had to be stopped 

be fore the ir aggre s s ion gained even more of the I nd i an s ' 

home land s .  Tecumseh wanted a uni ted Indian nation s o  

tha t hi s peop le cou l d  onc e again be free . The footho ld 

that the Br i t i sh troop s and I nd i an warr ior s mainta ined 

i n  the Gr eat Lak e s  reg i on , could be expanded to a l arger 

bu f fer z one . Tecumseh viewed the c on f l i c t  around F t . 
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Mal den a s  a dec i s ive mi l i tary batt l e  for hi s peop l e  and 

hi s dream .  

Tecumseh wa s the mi l i t ary genius behind the com-

mand in the Great Lak e s  region . The Shawnee leader d id 

not obj ect to a retreat i f  a retreat wa s nece s s ary . The 

idea of runn ing f r om F t . Ma lden out of fear of " potent i a l " 

danger wa s what Tecumseh r e f u s ed to ac cept . I t  wa s 

probab le that Tecumseh had care ful ly examined the phy s i 

c a l  and soc i a l  con s equence s  o f  hi s propo s a l  t o  s tand and 

f ight Harr i son ' s  troop s . Perhap s Tecumseh be l i eved 

that hi s peop l e  had l o s t  so much a l ready , the po s s ib i l i ty 

o f  further depr ivation wou ld s c ar c e ly be f e l t . 

Conc lus ion 

T ecumseh grew up dur ing a period o f  Amer i c an 

h i s tory that wa s b l emi shed by trag i c  dome s t i c  con f l ic t s .  

At an ear ly age , Tecum s eh l o s t  h i s  father , Puche shinwa , 

through a heart l e s s  act by whi te settler s . Corn s talk , 

an honored and revered c hi e f  o f  the Shawnee , was another 

of Tecumseh ' s  hero e s  that wa s cut down inhumane ly by the 

whi te soc i ety . As  vic ious a c t  f o l lowed vic ious act , 

Tecumseh grew to mi s tru st the Amer i c an settler s . The mi s 

tru s t  that Tecumseh deve loped wa s d e f initely echoed 

throughout hi s speeche s . 

The g r e at Shawnee c hi e f  envi s ioned a sect ion o f  
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l and that would b e  the property o f  the I nd i an s ; inhabi ted 

only by Indian s . The Amer icans had demon s trated the 

fact that the i r  greed wa s more powerful  than the ir human

i ty .  Treaty a fter treaty had been b roken by the whi te s . 

I f  an I nd i an buf fer zone wa s to wo rk , i t  mo s t  a s suredly 

wou ld take s trength . 

Though Tecumseh o f ten spoke o f  force , he spoke o f  

peace equa l ly a s  o f ten . Tecumseh wa s a product o f  two 

seeming ly oppo sed i n f luence s .  As a young boy , the Shaw

nee chief  g ained a compa s s iona te and peac e fu l  nature from 

Pucke sh inwa . From Methoata ske , Tecumseh g a i ned a s treak 

of violence tha t wa s d irec ted toward revenge for the death 

and de struction un l e a shed upon the Indian peop l e  by a 

wh ite soc i ety . The two s eparate influence s he lped to 

create one of  the mo s t  out s tanding Ind ian leader s and 

c e l ebrated spoke sman for the Indian peopl e  tha t h i s tory 

ever witne s s ed .  

The text o f  Tecumseh ' s  speeche s cont ained the 

p l an s  for future of the I nd i an peop l e . The Shawnee 

chie f ' s  speeche s a l so mirrored skept ici sm about peac e fu l  

c oex i s tenc e between the r ed and wh ite rac e s . Tec umseh ' s  

ob j ective wa s peace , under any c i rcum stanc e s . Too many 

instance s  in whi c h  the Ame r i c a n s  had broken the i r  prom i s e  

o f  peace , reverberated in Tecums eh ' s  mind a s  h e  spoke 

to h i s  var iou s aud ience s .  The mi s tru st that Tecumseh had 
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for the whi te soc i e ty mad e him r e a l i z e  that a goa l  o f  

peace wou ld b e  a d i f f i c u l t  one t o  attain . 

I f  d i scouragement or d i sappo intment i n  the 

fai lure to un i te the I nd i an tr ibe s ever took i t s  to l l  in 

Tecumseh , h i s  oratory never re f l ec ted i t . The more r e j ec

tion that Tecumseh exper ienced , the more determined he 

became in seek ing total I nd i an un i f icat ion . I t  wa s d i f f i 

cult for Tecumseh t o  exp lain the urgency o f  a s trong 

Indian confederacy . Too many tribe s were content to 

cont inue the i r  p s eudo-peace fu l  re l ation ship with the 

Amer ican s ; enj oying a f a l s e  sen s e  o f  securi ty in bel i ev

ing that there would a lway s be harmony between the red 

and whi te rac e s . For tho se tr ibe s that were reluc tant 

to j o in the I nd i an confederacy , Tecumseh incorporated 

more color ful and d e s c r ipt ive l anguage into hi s addre s s . 

The Shawnee chief  wa s attempt ing to tran s fer h i s  own m i s 

tru st o f  the Amer i can s t o  tho s e  overly tru s t i ng tribes 

by means of his rheto r i c  and oratory . 

Po s s ibly , Tecumseh d id no t take thre e  f actor s 

into con s idera t i on when he wa s speak ing to promo te a 

united I nd i an nation . One ma j or fact that Tecumseh 

seemed to have ove r looked , wa s the f ac t  tha t too o f te n , 

tribal pre j ud i c e s  were s tronger than the de s i re for 

peace . A centra l body o f  Indian l eade r s  wa s to become 

the govern ing force over a l l  the I nd i an tr ibe s . Some 
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tribal chie f s  were too proud to surrender the i r  rul ing 

po s i tion to a l i fe - long r iva l . Though Tecumseh mu s t  

surely have urged some o f  the tribal ch i e f s  t o  over l ook 

the i r  p r e j ud i ce s , no amount of f iery oratory could e r a s e  

the g enerat ions o f  p r i d e  insti l l ed in the chie f s . 

Ano ther f a c tor that seemed to have e sc aped 

Tecumseh ' s  thinking , was the head - strong att i tude of many 

o f  the young warrior s . Tecumseh l abored to prevent pre 

mature con f l ic t s  with the Amer i cans . An early batt l e  with 

the Ame r i c an s  could have re su l ted in a monurnentou s l o s s 

for the I nd i an s . The Ame ricans outnumbered the I nd i an s , 

i f  a tr ibe attacked a s  a s ing l e  un it . As  a un ited fo rce , 

the Ind i ans wou l d  have had the overwhe lming advantage o f  

strength . As a sma l l  band o f  irate war riors attacked 

here and there , they we re u sual ly wiped out by the Amer i 

c an settler s . Thi s action decre a s ed the overa l l  f ight ing 

force o f  I nd i a n s  and reduced the Ind i an morale , whi l e  

inc r e a s i ng the po s s ib i l ity o f  a powe r fu l  couhterattack 

by the whi te s . Tecumseh real i z ed that i f  the Amer icans 

made an a s sau l t  on the separate I nd i an trib e s  be fore the 

Ind i an federation wa s comp l ete , the Ind i an people would 

once ag a i n  be at the mercy o f  the whi te men . 

Tecumseh overl ooked one final  act in hi s c ampaign 

for an I nd i an con federacy . Even a s  a united force , the 

I ndian people would need the add ed support of a s trong 
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a l ly . The pa s t  r e l a t ionship between the I ndians  and the 

Br i t i sh gave Tecumseh the idea to en l i s t  Great Br i ta i n ' s  

help onc e aga i n . What Tecumseh d id not real i z e  wa s the 

overal l economic s tate of Great Britain pr ior to the be

g inn ing of the War o f  1 8 1 2 . Br i ta i n  did not have the 

f inanc i a l  c apab i l i ty of provid ing adequ ate money and 

manpower to the Ind i an s . The e conomic state a s  we l l  a s  

the mi smanagement o f  command by G enera l  Proc ter i n  the 

Great Lak e s  area , could have only added poor support for 

the bad s itu ation o f  the Indian peop l e . 

The long term impact o f  Te cumseh ' s  rheto r i c  and 

oratory s e emed to outwe igh the sho r t  term e f fe c t s . The 

ta sk of br ing ing tog ethe r , as a confederacy , a l l  of the 

Ind ian tribe s wa s one of g igantic propor tion . The fact 

that such a con federacy d id not mate r i a l i z e , wa s not 

nec e s sar i ly an ind ic a t ion o f  the impac t that Tecumseh ' s  

rheto r ic and oratory had upon the peop l e  i t  reached . 

There were many out s ide factor s c ontr ibut ing to the 

f a i l ure o f  the united Ind i an nat i on . One o f  the b igg e s t  

reasons the federat ion d i d  not come about wa s the fact 

that Tecum s eh wa s k i l l ed before he comp l e ted his  work . 

Tecumseh , the great warr ior , the mighty c h ie f , 

the e l oquent orator , wa s k i l l ed dur ing the Batt l e  o f  the 

Thame s . 2 0  After the f ight ing sub s ided , the Amer i c an 

2 0 s e e  I l lu s trat ion F .  
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for c e s  scouted around look ing for Tecumseh ' s  body . The 

search ended wi th no s ig n  of the rema i n s  o f  the Shawnee 

chie f . Even though Tecumseh ' s  dream o f  an I nd ian feder

ation d i s appeared a long with hi s body , the rheto r i c  and 

oratory o f  an e loquent and wi s e  I nd i an orator l ived on 

to r e f l e c t  the hop e s  and de s ir e s  of the I nd i an peopl e . 

The large number o f  supporte r s  that Te cumseh 

ga ined for h i s  cau s e , wa s ind i c a t ive of  the rheto r i c a l  

impact o f  Tecumseh and hi s e loquent ora tory . The s p i r i t  

and loya l ty w i t h  wh ich m e n  o f  
.
both r ac e s  fo l lowed Tecum

seh into h i s f inal battl e g ive s an imp l i c ation of the 

impact Tecumseh ' s  rhetor ic and oratory had on tho s e  

peop l e  who heard i t . Becau se Tecumseh spoke hone s t ly 

about wha t  he be l ieved to be be s t  for bo th rac e s , many 

peop l e  l i s tened and be l i eved as he d i d . The Shawnee 

chi e f ' s  spee che s r e f l ected the de s ire s o f  an entire 

nat ion of people that had been sub j ec ted to pr e j udice s 

and per s e cution , whi le s l owly being str ipped o f  the ir 

pride . 

The l ong term impact that Tecum seh ' s  rheto r i c  

and oratory h a d  wa s evident in t h e  fact that the Shawnee 

chie f earned a p l ac e  in Amer i c an hi s tory through h i s  

patr iotic work f o r  the I nd i an peop l e . The ma j or i ty o f  

Tecumseh ' s  rhe to r i c  and oratory wa s d irec ted toward the 

betterment of the l ive s of a l l  Indian peop l e . The 
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determination and ded ic ation with which Tecumseh labored 

to help h i s  peop l e  wa s reve a l ed through hi s f a i lure to 

f a l l  to def eat or di scouragement . The de spiration o f  

the I nd i an peopl e  wa s a l ive in the word s o f  Tecumseh . 
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APPENDIX 1 

THE D I ST INCT I ON BETWEEN " RHETORIC "  

AND " ORATORY " *  

I n  order to ana lyz e the s peeches o f  Tec ums eh , two 
very impor tant terms mu s t  be iden t i f ied and d e f ined : 
" Rhetor ic '' a nd " Orator y . " Throughout the hi s tory of  the 
s tudy of  publ ic speak ing , many educa tor s and phi l o s opher s 
have attempted to d i s t ingu i sh betwe en r he tor ic and 
ora tory . Though in ord inary l anguage rhetor i c  and ora tor y 
ar e often u s ed a s  synonym s , many def initions  have been 
o f f er ed to exp l a i n  the d e gr e e  of d i s t inc t i on between the 
two terms . 

The d i sc u s s ion c onc er n i ng r ehtor ic and oratory 
would not be c ompl ete wi thout the d e f in i t ions pr ovid ed by 
Ar i s tot l e , C ic er o  and Qu int i l ian . Ar i stotle d e f ine s 
r he tor ic in terms o f  the " inventio n " o f  per sua s ion i n  
d i sc our s e . Th i s  d e f init ion exc lud e s  the qua l i t i e s  o f  
e l ocution and d i spo s i tion ; both s e eming ly e s sent ia l to 
a f f ec t ive r hetor ic .  C i c er o  a l so def ine s  rhetor ic in 
term s of  per sua s ion . Both Ar i s totle and C i c ero wer e  
c onc erned with the per sua s ive a spect o f  rhetor ic . Wh i l e  
per sua s i on may be one o f  the pr inc iple end s of  rhetor ic , 
i t  i s  not nec e s sar i ly the s ingle end . A th ird d e f i n i t ion 
c ome s fr om Qu int i l ian , who s impl i f i e s  the d e f i n i t i on of 
rhetor ic by expla in ing tha t " Rhetor ic is the sc i enc e of 
speaking we l l . "  Of the thr e e  educ ator s ,  Quint il ian 
provides the be s t  work ing d e f i n i t io n  of rhetor ic .  

For the d i s t inc tion between rhetor ic and or atory , 
i t  wil l b e  he lpful to examine the theor i e s  on rhetor i c  
and or ator y b y  John Qu incy Adams . Adams state s tha t 
rhetor ic r e f er s  to the " theor y " o f  speak ing we l l ,  and 
tha t ora tor y  r e f er s  to the " pra c t ic e "  o f  s pea k i ng we l l . 
John Qui nc y  Adams c lo s e ly id ent i f i e s  with Qu int i l ian in 
def in ing the two terms . In d e f in ing or atory in mor e 
d epth , Adams r ephr a s e s  Qu inti l ia n ' s  d e f in i t ion o f  rhe tor ic 

* Taken fr om the l ec tur e note s o f  gradua te c l a s s e s  
in speech-communication a t  Ea s tern I l l inoi s Un iver s i ty .  
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by repla c ing the word " sc ienc e "  with the word " art . " 
John Qu inc y  Adams d e f in e s  or a t ory a s  the " ar t " o f  speaking 
we l l .  In other word s ,  rhetor ic may be d e f ined a s  the 
study of the e l ement s u sed in pub l ic speak ing , wh i le 
ora tory i s  the u s e  o f  tho s e  sk i l l s  and s ty l e s  in a forma l 
addr e s s . Or a tor y i s  pub l i c  speaking . 
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APPEND I X  2 

Ern e s t  J .  Wrage , " Publ ic Addr e s s : A S tudy in 
S oc ial and Inte l l ec tua l H i s tory , " Quar ter ly Journa l o f  
Speech , 3 3 : 4 5 1 - 4 5 7 , Dec ember , 1 9 4 7 . 

1 .  Wha t wa s the spea ker trying to do ? 

2 .  Wha t id ea ( s )  d id he deve lop ?  

3 .  How d id h e  r e la te ( c onnec t )  aud i enc e va lues  
with h i s  d e s ire s ?  

4 .  How d o  s truc tur e  and tone o f  speec h he l p  
d e l iniate the id ea s ?  

5 .  Wha t  in s i ghts into the mind o f  the speaker 
c a n  be ga i ned fr om an ana lys i s  o f  this speec h ?  

6 .  Wha t ins ight s into the l i f e  ( soc ia l id e a s , 
economic va lue s , a nd a t t i tud e s ) o f  the speaker ' s  era can 
be ga ined from an a na ly s i s  of thi s speec h ?  
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APPEND IX 3 

T .  R .  N i l s en ,  " Cr i t i c i sm and Soc ia l Con sequenc e s , " 
Quar ter ly Jour na l o f  Speec h ,  4 2 : 1 7 3 - 1 7 8 , Apr i l , 1 9 5 6 . 

1 .  To wha t extent i s  the speech c on s i s tent within 
i t s e l f  and w i th the ob s erved event s o f  its time ? 

2 .  To what extent d oe s  the speech ar ou s e  in the 
mind s of  i t s  l i stener s ,  and la ter r ead er s , as acc ur a te a 

conc ept o f  the event s  with whic h it  dea l s  a s  po s s ib l e ?  

3 .  T o  wha t extent doe s the speech plac e for emo s t  
the u l timate goa l s  o f soc i ety and r e l ate i t s  immed ia te 
purpose to the s e  g oa l s ?  

4 .  To what extent doe s the speec h examine 
exp l ic i t ly ,  as far as r ea s onab ly po s s ible , the soc i a l  c on -

\ sequenc e s , d ir ec t  and ind ir ec t , o f  the ac tio n s  i t  ur ge s ? 
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APPEND I X  4 

TECUMSEH ' S  SPEECH AT VINCENNE S , 1 8 1 0  

Edward Egg l e s tone and Li l l i e Egg le stone See lye , 
The Shawnee Prophe t ;  or The Story o f  Tec umseh ( London : 
The Author s ,  1 8 8 0 ) , pp . 1 8 2 - 1 8 6 .  

Brother : I wi s h  you to l i sten to me we l l . As I 
think you d o  not c lea r ly und er s tand what I befor e  sa id to 
you , I wi l l  explain it aga in • • . .  

Brother , s ince the peac e wa s mad e , you have 
k i l l ed some of the Shawnee s ,  Winneba goes , Delawar e s , 
and Miami s ,  a nd you have ta ken our land from u s , and I do 
not see how we can r ema in at peac e if you cont inue to do 
so . You try t o  for c e  the r ed peop le to d o  s ome i n j ury . 
I t  i s  you tha t  a r e  pushing them on to do mi sc hief . You 
endeavor to make d i s t inc t i on s . You wish to prevent the 
Ind ians doing a s  we wi sh them- - to un ite , a nd l e t  them 
con s ider their land s a s  the c ommon pr oper ty of the who l e ; 
you take tr ibe s a s ide and a dvi s e  them not to c ome into 
this mea sur e ;  and unt i l  our d e s i gn i s  acc omp l i shed we d o  
not wi sh to acc ept of  your invitation t o  go and s e e  the 
Pr e s id ent . The r ea s on I te l l  you th i s ,  you want , by 
your d i s t inc t ions of I nd i an tr ibe s in a l lotting to e ac h  
a par t ic u lar tr ac t of  land , t o  ma ke them to war wi th eac h 
other . You never s ee an Ind i an c ome and end eavor to 
make the wh ite peop l e  d o  so . You are c ontinua l ly d r iving 
the r ed pe op l e ; when_,, at la s t ,  you wi l l  dr i ve them into 
the Gr eat Lake , wher e they c an ' t  e ither stand or wa lk . 

Br other , you ought to know wha t you are do ing with 
the Indian s . Perhaps it is by d ir ec t ion o f  the Pre s ident 
to make tho s e  d i s t inc tions . I t  i s  a very bad thing , and 
we do not l ike i t .  S inc e my r e s idenc e a t  Tippecanoe we 
have end eavor ed to leve l a l l  d i stinc t ion s - - to d e s tr oy 
v i l lage c h i ef s ,  by whom a l l  m i schief i s  done . I t  i s  they 
who s e l l  our land s to the Amer ic a n s . Our ob j ec t  i s  to 
let our a f f a ir s be tr an sac ted by warr ior s . 

Br other , thi s land tha t wa s s o ld and the go od s  
that wer e g iven for i t  wer e only done by a few . The 
tr eaty wa s a f terward s  br ought her e and the Wea s  wer e 
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i nduc ed to give the ir c o n s ent becau s e  o f  their sma l l  
number s .  The tr eaty a t For t Wayne was made through the 
threats of Winnema c ; but in futur e  we are prepared to 
pun i sh tho s e  c hi e f s who may c ome f orward to pr opo s e  to 
s e l l the land . I f  you c ont inue to purc ha s e  of them it  
wi l l  pr oduc e war among the d i f ferent tr ibe s , and at la s t , 
I do not know wha t wi l l  be the con s equence to the white 
peo p l e . 

Br other , I wa s g lad to hear your s peec h . You 
s a id tha t  if we c ou ld s how tha t the land wa s sold by 
peop l e  tha t had no r ight to s e l l , you would r e stor e  i t . 
Tho s e  that d id s e l l  d id not own it . I t  wa s me . The s e  
tr ibes s e t  u p  a c l a im ,  but the tr ibe s  with me wi l l  not 
a gr e e  wi th their c la im .  If the land is not r e s tor ed to 
u s  you wi l l  see , when we r e turn to our home s , how i t  wi l l  
b e  settl ed . We sha l l  have a gr e a t  c ounc i l , a t  whic h 
a l l  the tr ibe s wi l l  be pr e s ent , when we sha l l  show to 
tho s e  who s o ld tha t they had no r ight to the c la im tha t 
they s e t  up ; and we wi l l  see wha t wi l l  be done to tho s e  
c h i e f s  tha t d i d  s e l l  t h e  land t o  you . I a m  not a lone i n  
thi s determ inat ion ; i t  i s  t h e  d e terminat i on o f  a l l  the 
warr ior s and r ed people tha t l i s ten to me . I now wi sh 
you to l i s t en to me . I f  you do not , it wi l l  appear a s  
i f  you wi shed me t o  k i l l a l l  the c h i e f s tha t sold you 
the land . I te l l  you so bec a u s e  I am author i z ed by a l l  
the tr ibe s to d o  so . I a m  the head o f  them a l l ;  I am 
a warr i or , and a l l  the war r i or s  wi l l  meet tog ether in two 
or thr ee moon s fr om th i s ;  then I wi l l  ca l l  for tho se 
c h i e f s  tha t s o ld you the land and sha l l  know wha t to do 
w i th them . I f  you do not r e s tor e the land , you wi l l  have 
a ha nd in k i l l ing them . 

Br other , do not bel ieve tha t I c ame her e to get 
pr e s ents  from you . I f  you o f f e r  u s  any , we wi l l  not take . 
By tak ing good s from you , you wi l l  her eaf ter say tha t 
with them you purcha s ed ano ther p i e c e  of  land fr om u s  . .  
I t  has been the ob j ec t  o f  both my s e l f  and br other to 
pr event the land s be ing sold . S hould you not return the 
land , it  wi l l  occa s ion us to ca l l  a gr eat c ounc i l  tha t 
wi l l  me et a t  the Huron vi l la ge , wher e  the c ounc i l - f ir e  ha s 
a lr eady been l ighted , a t  wh ic h tho s e  who sold the land s 
sha l l be c a l led ,  and sha l l  suf fer for their c onduc t . 

Br other , I wish you wou ld take p i ty on the r ed 
peopl e  and d o  wha t I have r eque s ted . I f  you wi l l not 
g ive up the land and do c r o s s  the bound ar y o f  your 
pr e s ent settlement , it wi l l  be ver y hard , and produce 
gr ea t troub l e s  among u s . How can we have conf idenc e in 
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the white peop l e ? When Jesus Chr i s t  c ame on earth , you 
ki l led him and na i led h im on a c r o s s . You thought he . 
wa s d ead , but you wer e mi s taken . You have Shaker s among 
you , and you la ugh and ma ke l i ght o f  the ir wor ship . 
Ever yth ing I have sa id to you i s  the truth . The Gr eat 
Spir it has inspir ed me , and I speak nothing but the truth 
to you • • . •  Br other , I hope you wi l l  c on fe s s  that you 
ought not to have l i s tened to tho s e  bad birds who br ing 
you bad news . I have dec lar ed mys e lf free ly to you , and 
i f  any explanation shou ld be r equired from our town , send 
a man who can speak to u s . I f  you think pr oper to g ive 
us any pr e s ent s ,  and we can be c onvinced tha t they ar e 
given through fr i end ship a l one , we wi l l  acc ept them . As 
we intend to hold our c ounc i l  at the Huron vi l l age , that 
is near the Briti s h ,  we may probabl y  make them a vi s it . 
Should they o f f er us  any pr e s ent s o f  good s , we wi l l  not 
take them ; but shou ld they o f fer us powder and the 
tomahawk , we wi l l  take the powd er and r e fuse the toma 
hawk . I wi sh you , br other , to c on s ider ever ything I have 
sa id a s  true , and tha t it i s  the sentiment of a l l  the 
r ed peop le tha t l i s ten to me . 
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APPENDIX 5 

TECUMSEH ' S  SPEECH AT VINCENNES , 1 8 1 0  

H .  Ma r s ha l l , The H i s tory o f Kentuc ky ( Frank for t ,  
Kentuc ky : The Author , ] 8 2 4 ) , Vo l . I I , pp . 4 8 2 - 4 8 3 .  

I t  i s  tr ue I am a Shawan e e . My for e f ather s wer e  
warr i or s ;  the ir s on i s  a warr i or . Fr om them I o n l y  take 
my exi stenc e ;  from my tr ibe I take nothing . I am the 
maker of  my own f ortune ; and oh ! tha t I c ou ld ma ke that 
o f  my r ed people and o f  my c ountr y , a s  gr eat a s  the c on 
c eptions o f  my mind , when I th ink o f  t h e  Spir it that 
r u l e s  the un iver s e . I wou ld not then c ome to Gover nor 
Harr i son , to a sk him to tear the tr eaty , and to ob literate 
the l andmar k : but I would say to h im ,  S ir , you have 
permi s s ion to r e turn to your own c ountry . The being 
within , c ommun ing wi th pa s t  a ge s , te l l s  me , tha t onc e , 

) nor unt i l late ly , ther e wa s no whi t e  ma n on thi s c ont i 
nent ; that it  a l l  be longed t o  r ed men , chi ldr en o f  the 
s ame par ent s , p l a ced on it  by the Gr eat Spir i t  that mad e 
them , to k e ep it , to traver se it , to enj oy i t s  pr od uc t ions , 
and to f i l l  i t  with the same r a c e - - onc e a happy ra c e ; 
s inc e mad e  mi sera b l e  by the white peop l e ; who are never 
contented , but a lways enc r oa c hing . The way , and the on ly 
way , to c hec k and to s top th i s  evi l ,  i s , for a l l  the red 
men to uni t e  in c la iming a c ommon and e qua l r ight in the 
land ; as it wa s at f i r s t , and should be yet ; f or it  never 
wa s d ivided , but be longs to a l l , for the u s e  of e ac h . 
That no par t  ha s a r i ght to se l l ,  even to eac h other , 
muc h  l e s s  t o  s tranger s ;  tho s e  who want a l l ,  and wi l l  not 
do w i th l e s s . 

He  s a i d , That the white peop l e  have no r i ght to 
take the land from the Ind ia n s , because they had i t  f ir s t ,  
i t  i s  the ir s ;  they ma y s e l l , but a l l  mus t  j o in ; any sa l e  
n o t  mad e b y  a l l , i s  n o t  va l id ; t h e  late s a l e  i s  bad ; it 
wa s made by a par t on ly ; - - par t d o  no t  know how to s e l l ;  
i t  r equi r e s  a l l , t o  mak e  a barg a i n  for a l l . Tha t a l l  the 
red men had equal r i ghts  to the unoc c up i ed l and ; tha t the 
r ight of oc cupanc y wa s , a s  good in one p l ac e  a s  in 
another ; tha t ther e cannot be two occ upa t ions in the same 
plac e ;  tha t  the f ir s t  exc luded a l l  other s ;  that i t  i s  not 
so in hunt i ng , or trave l l ing ; for ther e the same ground 
wi l l  s erve many , a s  they may f o l low eac h other a l l  day ; 



1 4 8  

but the c amp i s  s tat ionar y ;  and tha t  i s  occ upancy ; it  
belong s to the f ir s t who s it s  down on h i s  b lanket or 
skin s , whi c h  he ha s thr own upon the gr ound ; and t i l l  
h e  l eave s it , no other ha s a r i gh t . 
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APPENDIX 6 

TECUMSEH ' S  SPEECH TO THE B RI T I SH AT 

F T . MALDEN , NOVEMBER 1 5 ,  1 8 1 0  

F r om ma nusc ripts i n  the Pub l ic Ar c hive s o f  Canada , 
" Q " s e r ie s ,  vo l . 1 1 4 -M . G . I I . 

Father - - !  have come her e with the intention o f  
inf orming you that w e  have not forgot ( we n ever c a n  f or 
get ) wha t pa s s ed between you Eng l i s h  Men a n d  our 
Anc e s tor s - -And a l s o  to let you know our pr e s ent d eter 
mina tion . 

F a ther - -We wer e about f ive year s s e t t led nea r 
Gr envi l l e  when the Big Kn i f e  s u s pected us o f  plotting 
some mi schief . We moved from thenc e and s e tt l ed o n  the 
Wawbac he . 

Fa ther - -We have a be l t  to show you , wh ich wa s 
g iven to our Kin g s  when you l a id the French on the ir . 
bac k . Her it i s , Father ; on one end i s  your hand , on the 
other , tha t  o f the Red people ( both hand s in black 
Wampum , but the Ind ian end of the wh i te be l t  darker than 
the other ) and in the middle the hear t s  of both . - -Thi s  
b e l t , Fa ther , our gr ea t Ch ief s have been s i tt ing upon 
ever s inc e , keeping it c oncea led , and runn ing our Country . 
Now the Wa rr ior s have taken a l l  the Chi ef s and turned 
the ir fac e s  towa rd s  you . You never a ga i n  look toward s 
the Amer ic ans ; and we the War r i or s  now manage the a f fa ir s  
o f  our Na t ion ; a nd we s i t  a t  or n ea r  the Bord er s wher e 
the Conte s t  wi l l  begin . 

Fa ther - - I t  i s  on ly f ive Year s a go tha t I d i s cov- -
ered thi s  Belt and took it from under our King s . You 
F athe r  have nour i shed us , and ra i s ed us up fr om Chi ldhood 
we are now Men ,  and thi nk our selve s  capab l e  of d e f end ing 
our Country , in wh ic h cause you have g iven u s  a c t ive 
a s s i s tanc e and a lways advic e - -We now are d etermined to 
d e f end it our se lve s , and a fter r i s ing you on your feet 
l eave you behind , but expec ting you wi l l  push forward s 
towar d s  u s  what may be nec e s sary to supp ly our Want s . 
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F ather - - I intend pr oc eed i ng toward s  the Mid Day and expect 
be for e  next Autumn and before I vi s i t you aga in , tha t the 
bus ine s s  wi l l  be d one , - - I  reque s t  F a ther tha t you wi l l  be 
char i tabl e  to our King , Wome n and Chi ldren . The Young 
Men can mor e ea s i ly pr ovide for thems e lve s than they - -He 
ord er ed the Be l t  to be pa s s ed r ound and hand led and seen 
by every per son pr e sent , s aying they never wou ld qui t  
the ir F ather o r  let  go h i s  hand . 



1 5 1  

APPENDIX 7 

TECUMSEH ' S  SPEECH TO THE CHOCTAW 

COUNC I L , 1 8 1 1 

H .  B .  Cu s hman , H i s tory o f  the Choc taw , Ch icka s aw 
and Na tc h e z  India n s  ( Greenvi l l e , Texa s : Head l ight 
Pr inting Hou s e , 1 8 9 9 ) , pp . 3 0 3 - 3 0 5 . 

But have we not c oura ge enough to de fend our 
co untry and ma intain our anc ient ind ependenc e . • 

But what need i s  ther e to speak of  the pa s t ?  I t  speak s 
for it s e l f  and a sk s , ' Wher e  tod ay i s  the Pequod ? Wher e 
the Nar r aga n s e t t s , the Mohawks , Poc anoke t s , and many 
other onc e powerful tr ibe s of our r ac e ?  They have 
van i s hed be for e the avar ice and oppr e s s ion of the white 
men , as s now bef or e  a summer sun . In the va in hope of 
a l one de fend ing their anc ient pos s e s s i on s , they have 
fa l l en in the war s wi th the whi te men . Look abroad 
over the ir onc e beaut iful c ountr y , and wha t see you now ?  
Naught b u t  the r ava ge s  of  the pa l e - fa c e  d e s troyer s mee t  
your eye s . So i t  wi l l  be with you Choc taws and Ch icka
s aws ! . • .  The annihi lation o f  our race is at hand un l e s s  
we un i te i n  one c ommon cause aga i n s t  the common foe . 
Think not , br ave Choc taws and Ch icka saws , tha t  you c an 
r ema in pa s s ive and ind i f f er ent to the common danger , a nd 
thu s e s cape the c ommon fate . Your peop l e , too , wi l l  
soon b e  a s  f a l l i ng l e ave s and scatter ing c louds befor e  
their bl ighting br eath . You too wi l l  b e  dr iven away 
fr om your na t ive land and anc ient d oma in s  a s  leave s are 
dr iven be fore the wintry s torms . 

S leep not longer , O Choc taws and Chi cka saws . . . 
in fa l s e  s ecur ity and d e lu s ive hope s . Our br oad d oma in s 
are fa s t  e scaping fr om our gra sp . Every year our whi te 
intrud er s  become mor e gr e edy , exac ting , oppr e s s ive and 
overbear ing . Every year c ontentions spr ing up between 
them and our peopl e  and when b l ood is s hed we have to 
make a tonement whe ther r ight or wr ong , a t  the c o s t  o f 
the l ive s o f  our gr eate s t  chief s ,  and the y i e ld ing up o f  
large tra c t s  o f  our land s . Befor e  the pa l e - f a c e s  c ame 
among us , we enj oyed the happine s s  of unbound ed fr eed om , 
and wer e a cqua inted with neither r i che s , wa nt s ,  nor 
oppr e s s ion .  How i s  it now? Wants  and oppr e s s i ons are our 
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lot ; for are we not c on tro l l ed i n  everything , and dare 
we move w ithout a sk ing , by your leave ? Ar e we not be ing 
s tr ipped day by day o f the l i tt l e  tha t r ema in s of our 
anc ient l iber ty ? Do they not even now k i c k  and str ike 
u s  as they do their b la ck-fac e s ?  How long wi l l  i t  be 
be for e they wi l l  tie u s  to a po s t  and whi p  u s , and make 
u s  work for them in the ir c or n  f i e ld s as they do them? 
Sha l l  we wa it f or that moment , or sha l l  we d i e  f ighting 
befor e  s ubmitt ing to suc h i gnominy ? 

. Have we not for year s had befor e  our eye s 
a s amp l e  o f  the ir d e s igns , and a r e  they not s u f f ic i ent 
harbinger s o f  the ir futur e d etermina tions ? Wi l l  we not 
soon be dr iven from our r e spec t ive c ountr i e s  and the 
gr ac e s  o f  our anc e s tor s ?  Wi l l  not the bon e s  of our dead 
be plowed up , and the ir grave s be tur ned into f i e ld s ?  
Shal l we ca lmly wa i t  unt i l  they become so numerous tha t 
we wi l l  no longer be able to r e s i s t oppr e s s ion ? . 
The white u surpa t ion in our c ommon c ountry mu st be 
s topped , or we , it s r ight fu l owner s ,  be f or ever d e s tr oyed 
and wiped out a s  a ra ce o f  peop l e . I am now at the head 
of many warr ior s bac ked by the s tr ong arm of Eng l i sh 
so ld i er s  • • Let us form one body , one hear t , and d e f end 
to the la s t  warr ior our c ountr y , o ur l i ber ty , and the 
graves of our father s . 

Choc taws and Chicka saws , you a re among the f ew of  
our ra c e  who s i t  indolently at ea s e  . . Let no one in 
thi s c ounc i l  ima g in e  tha t I speak mor e from ma l ice aga in s t  
the pa l e - fa c e  Amer ic an s tha n j u s t  ground s o f  compla int . 
Comp laint i s  j us t  towar d fr iend s who have fa i led in the ir 
duty ; accusa tion i s  aga inst enemie s  gu i lty of inj u s t i c e . 
And sure ly , i f  any peop l e  ever ha d ,  we have good and j us t  
rea s on s  t o  bel ieve w e  have amp l e  gr ound s t o  accuse the 
Amer ican s  of in j us t ic e ;  e spec ia l ly when s uc h  great ac t s  
o f  inj u s t ic e  have been c ommitted b y  them upon our rac e ,  
of which they s e em to have no manner o f  regard , or even 
to r e f l ec t .  They are a peop le f ond of  innova t ions , 
quic k  to c ontr ive a nd quick to put the ir s chemes into 
e f f ectua l  execution , no ma tter how gr eat the wrong and 
inj ury to u s ; whi le we ar e c ontent to pr e s erve wha t we 
a lr eady have . . Then ha s t e  to the r e l i ef of our 
common c a u s e , a s  by con sanguinity of b l ood you are bound ; 
l e s t  the day be not far d i stant when you w i l l  b e  l e f t  
s ing le-ha nd ed and a lone to t h e  crue l mercy o f  our mos t  
invetera t e  foe . 
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APPEND IX 8 

TECUMSEH ' S  SPEECH TO THE OSAGES 

John D .  Hunter , Memo ir s o f  a Capt ive Among the 
Indians of Nor th Amer i ca ( Londo n : The Author , 1 8 2 4 ) ,  
pp . 4 3 - 4 8 . 

Brother s , - -We al l bel ong to one fami ly ; we ar e 
a l l  chi ldren of  the Gr eat Spir i t ;  we wa lk in the s ame 
pa th ; s lake our thi r s t  a t  th e same spr ing ; and now 
a f f a irs  o f the gr ea te s t  c oncern l ead u s  to smoke the pipe 
around the s ame c ounc i l  f i r e ! 

Br other s , - -We are f r i end s ;  we mus t  a s s i s t  each 
other to bear our burd ens . The bl ood o f ma ny o f  our 
fa ther s and bro ther s ha s r un l ike wa ter on the gr ound , 
to sati s f y  the avar ic e o f  the whi t e  men . We , our s e lve s , 
a r e  thr eatened wi th a grea t evi l ;  nothing wi l l  pac i fy 
them but the de s truc t ion o f  a l l  the r ed men . 

Br other s , - -When the wh ite men f i r s t  set foot on 
our ground s ,  they wer e hungry ;  they ha d no plac e on which 
to s pr ead the ir blanke t s , or to k ind l e  the ir f i r e s . They 
wer e  feeb l e ; they cou ld do nothing f or themselve s . Our 
fa ther s c ommi s erated the ir d i str e s s , and shar ed fr e e ly 
with them wha tever the Great S p ir i t  had g iven hi s r ed 
c h i ldren . They gave them f ood when hungry , med ic ine when 
s ic k ,  spr ead s k i n s  for them to s l eep on , and gave them 
gr ound s ,  tha t they mi ght hunt and ra i se c orn . --Br other s ,  
the whi t e  peop l e  a r e  l ike poi sonou s serpents : when 
chi l led ,  they a r e  feeb l e , a nd harml e s s , but invigorate 
them with warmth , and they sting their bene fac tors to 
death . 

The whi t e  peop l e  came among u s  feebl e ;  and now 
we have made them s trong , they w i s h  to k i l l  us , or dr ive 
us bac k ,  as they would wo lve s and panther s .  

Brother s , - - The whi te men a r e  not fr iend s to the 
I nd ian s : at f ir s t ,  they only a sked for l and suf f i c i ent 
f or a wigwam; now , noth ing wi l l  s a t i s fy them but the 
who l e  of our hunting ground s , f r om the r i s i ng to the 
setting sun . 



1 5 4  

Brother s , - - The white men wan t  more tha n our 
hunt ing gr ound s ;  they wish to k i l l  our warr ior s ; they . 
would even k i l l  our o l d  men , wome n , and l i ttle one s . 

Brother s , - -Many winter s ago , ther e  wa s no l and ; 
the sun did not r i s e  and s e t : a l l  wa s d ar kne s s . The 
Gr eat Spir i t  mad e  a l l  th ing s . He gave the whi te peop l e  a 
home beyond the gr ea t wa ter s .  He suppl ied the s e  ground s 
wi th game , and gave them to hi s r ed c h i ldren ; and he gave 
them s tre ngth and c oura ge to d e f  end them . 

Br other s , - -My peopl e  wi sh for pea c e ; the r ed men 
a l l  wish for peac e ;  but wher e the white peop le are , ther e 
i s  not peac e f or them , exc ept it be on the bo s om of  our 
mother . 

Br other s , - -The white men d e sp i se and c heat the 
Indian s ;  they abu se and insult them ; they do not think 
the r ed men s u f f i c iently good to l ive . 

The r ed men have bor ne ma ny and gr eat in j ur i e s ; 
they ought to suf f er them no l onger . My peop !. · wi l l  not ; 
they are determined on venge anc e ;  they have ta � en up the 
tomahawk ; they wi l l  ma ke it f at with b l ood ; thPy wi l l  
dr ink the blood o f  the wh ite peopl e .  

Brother s , - -My people ar e brave and num 
the whi te peop le ar e too strong for them a lone 
you to take up the toma hawk with them . I f  we ' 
we wi l l  c a use the r iver s to s ta in the gr eat wa 
their blood . 

:J U S i but 
I wi sh 

l un i t e , 
' C S  with 

f ir s t  
them . 
they 
each 

Br other s , -- I f  you do not unite with u s . t hey wi l l  
de s troy u s , and then you wi l l  fa l l  a n  ea� y pr ey to 

They have d e s troyed many na t ion s o f  r ed �en bec au s e  
wer e n o t  un ited , because they wer e n o t  fr :' '- . ·d s to 
other . 

Brother s , - - The white peop l e  s end runner s among s t  
u s ; they wi sh t o  make u s  enemi e s , that they may sweep over 
a nd desolate our hunting gr ound s ,  l ike d eve s ta t i ng wind s , 
or rushing wa ter s .  

Brother s , - - Our Great Fa ther , over the gr eat water s ,  
i s  angry with the white peop l e , our enemi e s . He wi l l  
s end h i s  brave war r ior s a ga i n s t  them ; he wi l l  s end u s  
r i f l e s , and wha tever e l s e  we want- -he i s  our fr i end , and 
we ar e h i s  chi ldr en . 
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Brother s , - -Who are the white peop l e  tha t we should 
fear them? They c annot r un fa s t , and ar e good marks to 
s hoot a t : they are only men ; our father s have k i l l ed 
many of  them ; we ar e not squaws , and we wi l l  s ta in the 
ear th r ed with the ir b l ood . 

Brother s , - - The Great Spir i t  is  angry with our 
enemie s ;  he s peak s in thund er , and the ear th swa l lows up 
vi l la ge s , and drinks up the M i s s i s s ippi . The great 
water s wi l l  c over their lowland s ;  the ir c orn c annot gr ow ;  
and the Grea t Spir it wi l l  swe ep tho s e  who e sc ape to the 
hi l l s  from the ear th with h i s  terr ible br ea th . 

Brother s , - -We mu s t  be uni t ed , we mus t  smoke the 
same pipe ; we mu s t  f i ght each o ther s ' ba t t l e s ;  and more 
than a l l , we mu s t  love the Gr eat Spirit ; he is for u s ; 
he wi l l  d e s troy our enemi e s , and make a l l  h i s  r ed 
chi ldren happy . 
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APPEND IX 9 

TECUMSEH ' S  SPEECH AT MACHEKETHIE 

E . A .  Cruik shank , Document s  Re l a t ing to the 
I nva s ion of Canada and the Surrend er of Detro it , 1 8 1 2  
( Ottawa : Publ i c a tion s o f  the Canadian Ar ch ive s - -no . 7 ,  
1 9 1 2 ) , pp . 3 3 - 3 5 . 

Fa th er , & Brother s Huron s ! 

Brother Huron s , 

You say you wer e emp loyed by our Fa ther and Your 
own Chie f s  to come and have s ome c onver sat ion with u s , 
and we a r e  happy to s e e  You and to hear Your and our 
F a ther ' s  Speec h .  We hea r t i l y  tha nk You both for having 
taken the c ond i t ion o f  our poor Women and ch i ld ren to 
Your c on s idera t i on s : We pla i n ly see that You p ity us 
by the c onc ern You shew for our we l f ar e ;  and we should 
d e em our s e lve s muc h to b lame if we d id not l i sten to the 
Coun s e l  of Our Fa ther and our Br other s the Huron s .  

Fa ther s and Brother s !  We have not br ought the se 
m i s for tune s on our se lve s ; we have d one nothing wr ong , but 
we wi l l  now po int out to You tho s e  who have occa s ioned 
a l l  the mi schi e f - -

Our Younger Brother s the Putewa temie s ,  ( point ing 
to them ) in spite of our r epea ted c oun s e l  to them to 
r ema in qui e t  and l ive in peac e with the Big Kn ive s ,  would 
not l i s ten to u s - -When I left home last Year to go to 
the Creek Nat ion , I pa s sed a t  Po s t  Vincenne s and wa s 
s topped by the Big Kn ive s , and did not immed iately know 
the rea son , but I wa s soon in formed tha t the Putewatemi e s  
had k i l led some o f the ir peop l e ; I told the Big Kn ive s 
to rema in qu iet unt i l  my r eturn , when I should make peace 
and qu ietne s s  pr eva i l - - On my r e turn I found my Vi l lage 
r educ ed to ashe s by the Big Knive s - -You cannot blame 
Your Younger Br other s the Shawanoe s for what ha s happened ; 
the Putewa temi e s  occ a s ioned the mi s for tune . Had I been 
a t home a nd heard of the advance of the Amer ican Troops 
toward s  our V i l la ge ,  I should have gone to meet them and 
shak ing them by the ha nd , have a s ked them · the r ea son for 
their appearanc e  in suc h ho s t i le gui s e - -
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F ather & Brother s !  You te l l  u s  to retreat or 
turn to one s id e  shou ld the B ig Knive s come ag ain s t  u s ; 
had I been at home in the late unfor tunate a f f a i r  I 
shou l d  have done so , but tho s e  I l e f t  at home were ( I  
cannot c a l l  them men ) a poor s e t  o f  peop l e , and the i r  
Scuf f l e  w i t h  the B ig Kn ive s I compare t o  a strugg l e  
between l ittle chi ldren who only s cratch each othe r s  
f a c e s - - The Kikapoo s and Win ibiego e s  have s ince been a t  
Po s t  Vincenne s and settled that matter am i c ab l y . 

Fathe r and Bro the r s , The Putewa tem i e s  hear ing that 
o ur Father and You were on the way here for pe aceful 
purpo s e s , g rew very angry all  at once and k i l l ed Twenty
s even o f  the B ig Knive s . 

Bro ther s ! - -We Shawano e s , K ikapoo s and Winn ib i e 
goe s , hope You wi l l  n o t  f ind f a u l t  with u s  f o r  having 
deta ined You so l ong he re ; We we re happy to see You and 
to hear Your and Our F a ther ' s  wo rd s ; and it would surely 
be s tr ange i f  we  d id not l i s ten to our F a ther and our 
e lde s t  Brothe r s . 

Father & Brother s !  We wi l l  now in a f ew word s 
d e c l are to You our who l e  heart s - - I f  we hear o f  the Big 
Kn ive s coming toward s our v i l l ag e s  to speak peace , we 
wi l l  rece ive them ; but i f  We he ar o f  any o f  our peop l e  
b e i n g  hur t  b y  them , or i f  they unprovoked ly advance 
aga i n s t  us in a ho s t i l e  manner , be a s sured we wi l l  
d e fend our s e lve s l ike men . - -And i f  we hear o f  any o f  
our peopl e  having been k i l l ed . We wi l l  immediately 
send to all  the Nat ion s on or toward s the Mi s s i s s ippi , and 
a l l thi s I s l and wi l l  r i se l ike one man- - Then Father and 
Brothe r s  it wi l l  be impo s s ib l e  for You or e ither o f  You 
to re s tore peace between u s . 
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APPEND IX 1 0  

TECUMSEH ' S  SPEECH TO GENERAL PROCTER 
BEFORE LEAVING FT . MALDEN 

John Ri chard son , War o f  1 8 1 2  ( London : Brock
v i l l e , Ltd . , I nc . , 1 8 4 2 ) , pp . 1 1 9 - 1 2 0 .  

Father s - - L i sten to your c h i ldren ! You see them now a l l  
be fore you . The war be fore thi s , our Br i t i sh fathe r gave 
the hatchet to hi s red c h i ldren when our o ld chie f s  wer e  
a l ive . They are now a l l  dead . I n  that war , o u r  father 
wa s thrown on hi s back by the Ame r i c an s , and our f ather 
took them by the hand wi thout our knowledg e , and we are 
a fr a id our f ather wi l l  do so ag ain at thi s  t ime . 

Summer before l a s t , when I c ame fo rward with my 
r ed brethren , and wa s ready to take up the hatchet in 
f avor of our Br i t i sh f a ther , we were to ld no t to be in 
a hurry- - that he had not yet determined to f ight the 
Amer i c an s . 

L i s ten ! When war wa s dec l ared , our father stood 
up and g av e  us the tomahawk , and to ld us that he wa s now 
ready to s tr ike the Amer i c an s - - tha t he wanted our a s s i s 
tanc e ; and that h e  wou ld certain ly g e t  u s  our lands back , 
which the Ame r i c an s  had taken f rom u s . 

L i s ten ! You to ld u s  a t  that time to bring for
ward our f am i l i e s  to thi s place - -we did so , and you pro
mi sed to take c ar e  o f  them , and that they shou ld want 
for noth ing , wh i l e  the men would go and f ight the enemy 
- - that we were not to troub l e  our selve s  with the enemy ' s  
g arr i son s - - that we knew nothing about them , and that 
our father wou ld attend to tha t  part of the bu s i ne s s . 
You a l so to ld your red chi ldren tha t you would take care 
of  the ir g a rr i so n  here , which made our he arts g l ad . 

L i s ten ! When we l a s t  went to the Rap id s ,  i t  i s  
true we g ave you l ittle a s s i stanc e . I t  i s  hard to fight 
peop l e  who l ive l ike ground -ho g s . 

F a ther- - L i s ten ! Our f l e e t  ha s gone out ; we know 
they have foug ht ; we have heard the great gun s ; bu t know 
nothing o f  what ha s happened to our f ather with one arm .  
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Our ships have gone one way , and we are much a ston i shed 
to see our father ty ing up everyth ing and prepar ing to 
run away the other , wi thout l e tting hi s red chi ldren know 
what h i s  intent ion s are . You a lway s told u s  to rema in 
here and take care o f  our l and s ; it made our hear t s  g l ad 
to hear that wa s your w i sh . Our great father , the k ind , 
i s  the head , and you repre sent h im .  You a lway s to ld u s  
you wou ld never draw your foot o f f  Bri t i sh g round ; but 
now , father , we see you are drawing back , and we are 
sorry to see our father doing so wi thout see ing the 
enemy .  We mu s t  compare our father ' s  conduct to a fat 
anima l , that carr i e s  i t s  ta i l  upon i t s  back , but when 
a f fr ighted , it drop s it  between i t s  l eg s  and run s o f f . 

L i s ten , father ! The Amer icans have no t yet 
defeated us by land ; n e i ther are we sure that they have 
done so by water ; we therefore wi sh to rema in he re , and 
f ight our enemy , should they make the ir appe aranc e . I f  
they d e f e a t  u s , we wi l l  then retreat with our fathe r . 

At the batt l e  o f  the Rap id s , l a s t  war , the 
Amer icans certainly d e f eated u s ; and when we retre ated 
to our father ' s  fort at that p lace , the g ate s were shut 
against u s . We were afraid that it  wou ld now be the 
case ; but in stead of that we now see our Br iti sh f ather 
prepar i ng to march out of h i s  garr i son . 

Fathe r ! You have got the arms and ammun i t ion 
which our great f ather sent for h i s  red chi ldren . I f  
you have any idea o f  go ing away , g ive them to u s , and you 
may go in we lcome , for u s . Our l ive s are in the hand s o f  
the Great S p i r i t . We are determined to d e f end our l and s , 
and i f  i t  i s  hi s wi l l , we wi sh to l e ave our bone s upon 
them . 
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F t . Wayne Ce s s ions 
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Ba tt l e  o f  Thame s 
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I LLU STRAT I ON G 

Te cumseh ' s  Ma in Thea ter o f  Oper a t i on s  
i n  the War o f  1 8 1 2  
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ILLU STRATION H 

Tec ums eh and the Prophet 
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