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A study was made of the Decatur Public Schools basic
skills summer school program to determine'if paying students
to attend the summer school session had any effect on the
student.

Two areas considered in the study were:

1. Was ﬁhere any improvement in the attendancé records
the following schooul year for the fifty;three junior and
high school studenﬁs invoived.

2. Was there any decfease in the suspension rate of
the thnty-two high school students.

Student attendance and suspension records were compared
for the 1977-78 school yean énd the 1978—59 school vear.

A t-test was used to determine if there was any signficant
difference in attendance or suspension rates for the two
years. |

There was no significant difference at the .05 level
of confidence for any of the éroups studied. The students
involved in the study showed no signficant change as a

result of compensation to attend the summer school program.
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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

Background of the Problem

More than one-half of all unemploved Americans are under
the age of twenty-féur and the United States has more than
seven hﬁndred thousand teenagers drop out of school every
year without earhing a high school diploma. Most of the
young people drop out of schbél because they see no meaning
in the education which it proQides.i

The drop out rate for high school students in the Decatur
School District during the 1977-78 school yearg was 9.4%

" based on a September average monthly enrollment of 5,576
students. Another 18.6% are suspended from high school at
least once yearly for behavior or ‘other related probhlems.

The averagevnumber of days a high school student is absent
from school is 9, while a junior high student misses approxi-
mately seven days a year. |

In an attempt to improve this situation locally; the
Decatur School District became involved with the Comprehen-
sive Employment Trgining Act personnel during the summer,

(
1978, to create a summer educational experience that

1Dr. Worthington, "Youth Unemployment Legislation Seeks
A Solution," Industrial Education. December, 1977, p. 5.
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emphasized basic skill training. Ninetv-six students . from
ages fourteen to twenty-one vears of age participate in the
program and were paid $2.65 an hour for each hour of atten-

dance.

Need for the Study

According to a report by the Comptroller General:

The summer vouth program is the largest of
several youth employment and training programs.
About seven hundred fifty-five million dollars
was. obligated to enroll approximately one million
youths in the 1978 program. The program has
grown substantially since 1975 when about three
hundred ninety-one million dollars was obligated
to serve seven hundred sixteen thousand two hund
red enrollees.?

.
The large investment of money and time creates concern

over whether programs such as this are worth theAcost.
According to the Comptroller General's report more effective
management was needed to improve the quality of the Summer
Youth Employment Program. The repért also stated:

The Department of Labor's Summer Program for
Economically Disadvantaged Youth had an admirable
objective to provide youths meaningful work tasks
and training to develop their skills and enhance
their future employability = However, the Depart-
ment's efforts to assure that state and local
governments were operating quality programs were
not very successful at the sites the General
Accounting Office visited.3

The General Accounting Office recommended that Congress

assure itself that the Department of Labor had taken

2Report by the Comptroller General of the United States,
"More Effective Management Is Needed to Improve the Quality
of the Summer Youth Employment Program," Februarv 20, 1977,
(General Accounting Office, Washington), p. ii.

31bid.
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corrective action before considering any expansions of the
4
program.
Little research has been done in the area of compensat-
ing students to attend school and its subsequent effect on
their attendance or suspension rates. This is an area that

needs to be researched.

Statement of the Pfoblem

The.problem of;the study is to compare the attendance
and suspension records of the students for the 1978-79
school year# tq the attendance and suspension records for
the 1977-78 school year. .

This study will compare the attendance records for the
two school vears of twenty-two high school students and
thirty-one junior high school students who participated in
the Decatur School District's basic skills summer school
program, A comparison will also be made of the suspension
records for the twentv-two high-séhool students.

The study will answer the following questions:

1. Do the students' attendance records improve after
participating in the program?

2. Do the high school students have fewer suspensions

than thev had in the previous year?

Hypotheses

The following null hypotheses were tested:

41hid.
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1. No significant difference at the .05 level of
significance will occur between the 1977-78 school year and
the 1878-79 school year attendance records for the groups
0of junior high and high school students.

2. No significant difference at the .05 level of signi-
ficance will occur between the 1977-78 and 1978-79 suspension

records for high school students.

" Definition of Terms

CETA--A program designed to provide training, emplovment,
and other services to economically disadvantaged, unemploved,
and underemployed person tQ lead to self-sufficient unsub-

5 CETA is an abbreviation for Comprehen-

sidized employment.
sive Employment Training Act.

YEDPA--This legislation provided authority and funds to
serve needy youth and amended CETA to include additional
programs for youth. 1Its purpése was to immediately employ
and increase the future employability of voung persons be-
tween the ages of sixteen and twenty-three. The new law
was to coordinate and improve the existina career develop-
ment and training program and to test new approaches to
solving the employment problems of youth. A fundamental
aim of YEDPA is .knowledge development," i.e., to learn

nationally, as well as locallv, how best to assist disad-

vantaged and other youth to overcome barriers to completing

v

5Employment and Training Administration, Comprehensive
Employment and Training Act, Review and Oversight, December
5, 1975, (Washington: Government Printinag Office), p. 1
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high school, to enter the world of work, and to achieve job
stability and advancement.6 YEDPRA is an ahbreviation
for Youth Employment and Demonstration Projects Act.

YETP--The Youth Fmployment and Training Program is one
part of the YEDPA. It is designed to make a long-term
impact on youth unemployment through career opportunities
and training and supportive services as are needed to aid
vouths fourteen through'twenty-one in completing school,
and/or Securipg unsubsidized employment. The YETP authorizes
the samé types of activities for youth as are allowed and
curreﬁtiy funded under Title 1 of CETA. The intent is to
improve the coordination ard qualifications of such
servicesé

SPEDY--The Summer Program for FEconomically Disadvantaged
Youth is the summer aspect of CETA for young people. Its
purpose is to provide job tra{ninq and other services that
will lead to maximum employment oppqrtﬁnities and enhance
the self-sufficiency by establishing a flexible and decen-

tralized system of Federal, State and local programs.8

6U.S. Department of Labor Employment and Training
Administration, A Planning Charter for the Youth Employ-
ment and Demonstration Projects Act of 1977, August, 1977,
(Wwashington), p. 18

7Ibid., P. 17.

8U.S., Congress Report, 95th Cong., (Mav 16, 1977),
No. 95-174, p. 31.
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RELATED LITERATURE

Introduction

The literature reviewed in this.chapter focuses on
(1) the.administration of the summer school program and
the student selection process, (2) other methods employved
in the Decatur School Districts to reduce abhsenteeism
and suspensions, and (3) a‘briéf history of the SPEDY

program.

Basic Skills Summer School Program

The Decature School District originally became involved
with the CETA personnel during the summer, 1977, to create
a summer educational program that emphasized basic skill
training for disadvantaged.youtﬁ; The program was repeated
during the summer of 1978 with ninety-six students whose
ages were from fourteen to twenty-one years of age. Fifty-
nine of the students were in'junior high school and thirty-
seven were in high schdol. |

The selection prbcess for the summer program involved
the names of integested students being submitted by school
counselors to indicate that tﬁe students was in need of the
program. The income level of the parents of the recommended
student' also had to meet the federal income poverty guide-

lines. The student and his or her parent had to go to the



Page 7

CETA office for financial consideration. After evaluation
at the CETA ovffice the participants in the program were
selected on the basis of the income guidelines and the
students need for basic academic help.

There were two levels of programs. The first level was
for students who were fourteen and fifteen vears of age.

The fifty-nine junior high school students attended classes
at Mound and Roosevelt Middle Schools. The ciasses met
from 8:00 A;M. to i2:OO P.M. and the students were paid an
hourlylwage of $2.65. |

Thélsecond level was for students between thé ages of
sixteen and twentyéone. Thb.thirty—éenen students in this
program attended classes at Eisenhower High School and
MacArthur High School from 8:00 A.M. to 12:00 P.M. From
12:30 to 2:30 P.M. the students took part in a work program
which provided a total day of 3ix hours. For the two hours
of work the students also received $2.65 per hour.

Classses met for eight weeks beginning June 13, 1978
and ended August 5, 1978, with July 4, 1978, heing a holiday.
The total number of days in class was thirty-nine.

The curriculum for the fourteen and fifteen vear old
students emphasized scnool survival skills: reading,
listening, vocabulary, speaking, writing, note taking,
test taking, addinion, subtraction, multiplication, and
division. - Students also had an opportunity to receive a bhasic
industrial ért and phvsical education experience to enrich
the curriculum and provide for a break in the remedial basic

-skills program;
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For the sixteen to twenty-one year old student the em-
phasis was on basic skills including the areas of Fnglish
languagye arts and mathematics. _Other areas of practical
application for every day living were also covered. These
included writing checks, establishing a savings accounti,
understanding how Social éecurity works, and learning how
to fill out‘income tax forms. |

The framework of bhoth levels of programs was conducted
in a job—oriented>atmosphere with emphasis place on time
managément, responsibility, organization of task, and tech-
nique for following instructions.9

.
Methods Employed In the Decatur School District
To Reduce Absenteeism and Suspensions

There are three programs in the Decatur School District
to attempt to reduce student absenteeism and suspensions.
They are (1) the Truants Alternative Program, (2) Secondary

Adjustment, and (3) Future Uniimited.

Truants Alternative Program

1978-79 was the third year of operation for the Truants
Alternative Program for Macon County which is funded byv the
Illinois Office of Education.

The program is designed to serve those students who
are chronically truant and have been referred to the pro-
gram by the attendance officers of Macon County and of

Decatur School District #61.

9CETA Summer School Education and Work Traininag Proqgram,

Decatur Public Schools, no author, 1977, p. 1.
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The ohject of the program is to reduce the number of
students in Macon County who are chronicallyv truant. Con-
comitant objectives are: (a) to increase average daily'
attendance with resulting financial gain for the school
district and (2) to change student and parent attitudes
throhgh personal, social, educational, and vécational
counseling.

After the staff of the school works to keep each student
in school and to pfevent truancy, the principal mayv refer
the chfonically truant or the developing truant to the
appropriate attendance officer of Macon County or Decatur
School District #61. .

The attendance officer thén works with the student to
attempt to solve the problem and to keep the student in
regular attendance. If the attendance officer's efforts
arerun:successful, the student may be referred to the
Director of the Truants-Altérnative Program.

To be referred a_student must be between the ages of
seven and sixteen, with primary emphasis given to grades
seven through twelve. The student must be a chronic
truant. A chronic truant, 5y state definition, is one who
is absent without valid.cause for fifteen out of ninety con-
secutive school days. If a student's pas£ and present
records indicate tﬁat he or she would be a chronic truant
if present attendance patterns were conéinued, he or she may
be referred prior to fifteen days of absence.

By the time a student has been referred to the Truants

Alternative Program he or she has already been the recipient
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of many efforts expended in his or her behalf and is a
"hard core" truant student.

'For each referred truant or potential truant, a case-
worker is assigned. The caseworker will conduct interviews
with the étudent, the student's parents or guardians, and
the school personnel to obtain as much infofmétion'as
possible about the student, the problem, and approaches
tried. The caseworker evaluates the situation and plans
a course of action to be followed in an attémpt to resolve
the problem.

The‘plan of action may include intensive personal
counseling, family counseltﬁg, educational and vocational
counseling, personal encouragement, temporary alternatives
such as home studv or tutoring, involvement of other
community resouréés, or other approaches thought to be
desirable fdr the specific case. The caseworker strives
to develop a good working relationship with the student,
the parents, and the school.

The plan of action is designed to return the student
to his or her regular classroom and to miniinize further
absences. During the 1977-78 school year and during the
first half of 1978-79 approximately 70% of all students
referred to the program improved their attendance. In some
éases the improvement was small. The remaining percent

of the student either failed to gain or actually lost.10

0Truants Alternative Program, Macon County Educational
Service Region, Howard E. Brown, Regional Superintendent of

Schools, 1978, pp. 103.
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Secondarv Adjustment Program

The Secondary Adjustment Program operated by Decatur
Public Schools is a program for students in grades seven to
twelve who have displayed extreme inappropriate hehaviors
in their regqular school setting.

‘Before referring a student to the progrém the home
school must exhaust all resources available to it, in
correcting the student's problem. If the school has no
success in remediating the behavior of the student, the
studenf is referred to the»Director of Secondarv FEducation.
The Director reviews the case with the home school and then
meets with the student and ?ﬁs or her parents. If the
Director thinks that»Secondary Adjustment is appropriaée,
he refers the student to the Special Education Department.
The Special Education Department then holds a staffing that
involves the home school and the parent(s). If it is the
concensus of the staffing,bthe student is declared eligible
for Secondary Adjustment and plaéement follows.

A total of forty students were enrolled in Secondary
Adjustment during 1978-79, however, not;all were enrolled at
any given time. |

An individual education plan is developed for each stu-
dent that :specifies the behavior to be.corrected, lengtﬁ
of time anticipated for femediatioﬁ, parent involvehent,
and consequences if the student fails fo cooperate. The
program is intended to be short term, and thebmajoritonf
tﬁe students are in the program less than a year. The

student continues to be enrolled in his home school.
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Statistics indicate that about half of the students
succeed in a regqular school setting once thev return from
Secdndary Adjustment. Some continue to receive support
from school support peréonnel. The other fifty per cegtiof
the students may enter another alternative program, with-
draw from school and enter the world of work, or be assigned
to the Department of Corrections.

Futures Unlimited‘

The Futures Uniimited program is sponsored by Howard E.
Brown; Macon County Regional Superintendent of Schools,
through the use of CETA funds. - It is in its third year of
operation and has a commitmént to serve at least forty
students per year.

The primary goal of the program is preparation for the
General Eduéatidn Development test, but it also serves as
a center for students who have dropped out of high school
-and wish to make up credit. If a student successfully
completes a semester of work upon returningltd high school,
the previous credit earned at Futures Unlimited will then
be credited toward graduation.

The school day is three hours per day and the student
takes one or two subjects. The longest that a student can

stay in the program is six months.12

1ISpecial Education Programs Handbouk, Macon-Piatt
Special Education District, p. 38.

12Statements by Mike Wilkes, employee Futures Unlimited,
personal interview, Decatur, Illinois, August 8, 1979.
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History of Summer Program
For Employing Disadvantaged Youth

Before CETA was enacted in 1973, the summer vouth pro-
gram was one compoﬁent of the Neighborhood Youth Corps *
program which was autﬁorized by the Ecoﬁumic Opportunity
Act of 1964. The Neighborhooa Youth Corps summer program
was primarily intenaéd to help high school age low-income
youths remain in school by providiﬁg them with summer
employment. The fesponsibility for the program was trans-
ferred from the Office of‘Economic Opportunity to the
Department of Ldbor in 1964.13

When President Nixon s{qned CETA on Dhecember 18, 1973,
'it was the culmination of nearly five years of effort on
the part of Congress, the executive branch of the Federal
Government, and public interest groups to produce manpower
reform that was acceptable to éll_g;oups.

After CETA was enacted, the Neighworhood Yoﬁth Corps
was dropped and the summer program for youth became knouwn
as SPEDY. 1Its primary purpose was to provide work experience
for economically disadvantaged vouths during the swummer to
enhance their [uture emplioyability. These part-time summer
jobs, which normally pay the minimum-wage, were with hospitals,
schools, libraries, community service agyencies, and other

primate nonprofit agencies and groups.

13Report by the Comptroller General, p. 1.

14U.S. Department of Labor, Manpower Administration,

A New Approach to Manpower, (Washin-ton, 1974), p. 2.
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The program is directed at economically disadvantaged
youths between the agés of fourteen and twenty-one years of
age. It is aimed at all segments of the diéadvantaqed
pupulation, but especially at dropouts, potential dropouts,
and other in-school youth who are likely to»encoUnter
employment barriefé because df their work aptitude, atti-
tude, and social adjustment.

SPEDY has the largest enrollment of the several youth
emplovinent and tfaining pfograms. . About one million youths
participated in the 1978 summer youth employment program.

On August.5, 1977, President Carter signed into law
the Youth Employment and Démoustration Projects Act of
1977 (YEDPA). This legislation provided authofity énd
funds for new programs for needy youth. It amended CETA.

The Youth Employment and Demonstrétion Projecté Act
of 1277 authorized four Othe:,progféms which,”éollectively,
served an estimated 390,000 §ouths duriné fiscal 1978.15

The purpose of these new programs is tq_immediately
employ and ihcrease the employability of persons ages.
Sixteen to twenty-three. ‘Thé new law seeks to improve
and coordinéte existihg career development and employment
training programé. '

YEDPA pfovides,funds for four differént programs;

(1) the Youth Adult Cbnsgrvation Corps, (25 Youth Incenti&e
Entitlement Pilot Projécts, (e) Youth Commuuity-Conservation

and Improvement Projects, and (4) Youth Emplovment and

1-SRo:-:port by the Comptroller General, pp. 2,3.
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Trainiug;PLoqrams.

It is througl. the latter program, the Youth Employment
and'Training Program that the Decatﬁf Séhool'bistrict
receives the funds used‘in the basic skills summer school:
program.

"The YETP is designed for youth ages fourteen to twenty-
one and is to provide a broad range of employment and
training services.

Participating youtﬁ are provided necessary training and
éuppoftive services to secﬁre unsubsidized,employmént in
the priVate and‘public-secturs; The training andlsupportive
services include occupat;oﬂ éounseling, school-to-work
transition, basié literarcy, high school equivalency,
on;the-job training, job developméﬁt and placemént. All
programs under this Title provide4for cdordinétion with
lucal educational &agencies, posg-secondéry schools,
business, labor and community based organizations, other
youtﬁ programs apprenticeship tréining and the employment

~

service systemn.

16

Worthington, p. 5.



CHAPTER ITII

PROCEDURE

The Introduction

The procedures used in this stddy are detailed in the
following sections: (a) General Procedures, (2) Population
of the Study, (3) Sample of the Study, (4) Statistical

Analysis, and (5) Summary.

General *‘Procedures

This study was conducted in the Decatur School District
in the summer of 1979. Fifty—nine.students who took part in
a basic skills program during the summer, 1978, were studied.

Permission to conduct the study was obtained from the
Macon County CETA office which received approval froiu the
Department of Labor's Chicago branch office.

Students whe had droppea or transferfed froﬁ ﬁhe basic
skills summer program were eliminated from the study. The
1dent1f1catlon numbers of the remalnlng students were ob-
tained by a manual search of the 1977-78 school district
consus. Any student wihio was not enrolled the entire school
year was eliminated ffom the study.

The attendance information for the:1978—79 school year
was obtained by a manual search of the 1978-79 school
district census repért.v Once again, any student who was not

enrolled the entire school year was eliminated from the study.
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A t-test was used to determine if there was any signifi-
cant difference between the attendance for the two school
yvears .for all high school students; female hiéh school
bstudehts, male high school students, all‘junior high sthdent,
male junior high students and female junior high students.

"To obtain suspension information on the high school
students a manual search was made by identification numbers
of>the school district suspension report for both school
years. 'Suspensioné in the Decatur School Disﬁrict were of
two tybes: (a) in-school and (2) out-ef-school. The
number of days and hours for each student were listed
according to Qhethgr it wag én in-school or out-of-school
suspension. |

A t-tesf was used to determine.if there waé anv signi-
ficant difference in the suspension rates for the -high
school students for the two yéars. The t-test was done bv
total high school students for in-school suspensions and
out-of-school suspensions.

No statistical analysisvwas done with the junior high
students suspension rates. The students had én insignifi-
cant number of sumspensions. Since the junior'high schools
had no in-school suspension program as did the high schools,
 the eighth grade students' suspensioh records could not
have been fairly compared to their ninth gradé suspension

records.

Population of the Study

The population for this study was all junior high and

high school students who were enrolled in the basic skills
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summer school program. There were fifty-nine junior high
students and thirty-seven high school students who hegan |
the program. = Of the ninety-six who were driginally‘enrolled,
thirtf—one junior high students.and twenty-two high school
students were included in this study.

‘Twenty~eight junior high schoql students were eliminated
from the study for the following reasons: fourteén were
terminated from the program, six‘éould”not be located in
the sqhbol district cenSus, five were not‘inAattendance'
auring the eritire school year for boi;h the 1977-78 and 1978-79
school Years, ﬁWO~trénsfe;red'to the Area VoCatidnal School
program, and one girl. trangferred to the school district's
pregnant girls' program duringAthe school year.

Fifteen high'sbﬁool school stuaentswere eliminated
from the study for tﬁe f011owinq reasons: six'were-not
in attendance-during the’enti§e school yvear for the 1977-
78 and 1978-79 school vears which were studied; four were
terminated from~£he.summer progrém, two girlé transferred
to the school district's pregnant girlé' program, one

student went on home study, and one died:

‘Sample of the Population

'The.sample of the population was made up of thirtv-one
junior high students and twenty-two high school students
who were in attendance both the 1977—78 and 1978—79 school
years and were enrolled in the bhasic skills summer échool

program.



Page 19

Of the junior high students, ten were males and'twenty—
one were females. Twenty-four were black; six were white;
and one was Oriental. Seven were in grade eight during
the 1978-79 school year and twenty-four were in gréde nine.

The high schéol students were comprised of eleven
malés and elevén females. All twenty-two stﬁdents were
black. Grade levels were: grade niné, three; grade ten,

sixteen; grade eleven, three; grade twelve, zero.

Staﬁiétical Analysis of Data

A t-test was used tp see if there was any significant

change in attenaance‘patterns bétween the 1977-78 and 1978-
.

79 school vear for junior high males, junior high females,

junior high males and females together, high school males,

‘high school females, and high school males and females

together. The mean attendance and standard deviation was

also éomputed for each group.

'A t-test was used on the'nquer of in-school and out-
of -school suspensions fof,high school ‘students to see if.
there was a significant change. Thevmean and standard devia-
tion were also computed.

No analysis wasAmade of the junior high students'
.suspenéiCn rates. An accurate compérison coﬁid not be made
faf ﬁhosg~students who wére'in grade eight during>1977—78
and grade niﬁe during 1978-79 becéuse the junior.high
schools‘do not have an in-school suspensign room. There
were an insignificant number of students in theAstudy who
were in‘grade séven_during 1977-78. The gfoup also had a

very low rate of suspensions.
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Summary

The study involved fifty-three students, thirty-one
junior high students and twenty-two high school studen@s,
who were paid to attend a basic.skills summer'schoolipro—
gram in the Decatur.School District during the summer, 1978.

-The attendance records of the two groups were compared
to determine if there was a significant improvement after
participating in the basic skills summer prbgram for which
they wefe‘paid. |

The suspension records, both in and out of school,
for higﬁ school students were éompared to determine if the
suspension loweréd'as a result of participating in the

program.



CHAPTER IV

FINDINGS

he Introduction

Tfrom an criginay population of'ninety—six students,
fifty-three were indluded in the study.

Through a manuali search of the school district census,
each student was iddntified as ‘to sex, race, and grade
level during the 1978-79 scﬁodl year. '

The sample used was made up primarily of black students.
There were more junilor high school.females than ﬁales
in thé_study, but at! the high scﬁool level, there were
an equal number of males and females.

| TABLE 1

RACH AND SEX OF STUDENTS
N THE SAMPLE

~ Junior

High School

: igh
Race Male %Female Male Female
Black 8 i 16 11 11
Caucasian 2 — 4 0 0
Oriental 0 M 1 0 0
Total 10 21 11 11
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Statistical Analvsis of Data

This study used a t-test to determine if any significant
difference occurred in attendance patterns fof students
between the 1977-78 and 1978-79 school years.

All data was analyzed with a sﬁatistical calculétor.

" Table 2 indicated the variance between the 1977-78
and 1978-~79 school year for all junior‘high students.
TABLE 2

ANALYSIS OF 1977-78 AND 1978-79 SCHOOL YEAR
ATTENDANCE FOR JUNIOR HIGH STUDENTS

Year Mean A S t
1977-78 17.11 12,76
' 1.01a

1978-79 15.67 11.73

a Not significant. t .05 for 30 df - 2.04

The results of the t-test show the t-ratio of 1.01.
At 30 degrees offreedom; a tfratio-of 2.04 'is required
for significance at the .05 level{ -Sipce 1.01 is less than
2.04, we must accept the null hypothesis. There is no
significant difference in attendance pattefns for the two
vyears for junior high students.

Table 3'compares thé female attendance pattérns for the
two school years. The resuits of the.t-test shd&'the t-
ratio of .83. At 20 degrees of freedom, a t-ratio of
2.086 is required for significance at the .05 leﬁel. There-

fore, we must accept the null hypothesis that there is no

significant difference hetween the two vears for junior
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high school female attendance.

TABLE 3
ANALYSIS OF 1977-78 and.19/s-/9y SCHOOL YEAR
ATTENDANCE FOR JUNIOR HIGH FEMALES

Year \Mean : S t
1977-78 17.92 ' 13.87
' ' .83a

1978-79 - 16.54 12.71

a Not significant. t .05 for df = 2.086
Table 4 compares the attendance rates for the two school
years for junior high schogl males.
TABLE 4

ANALYSIS OF 1977-78 AND 1978-79 SCHOOL YEAR
ATTENDANCE FOR JUNIOR HIGH MALES

Year . § Mean : S t
1977-78 15.54 A 9.99
' o . .47a
1978-79 14.31 ' 9.35

a Not significané.v t .05 for 9 4df = 2.262‘

The results éf-the t-test in Table 4 show.the f—ratio
of .47;' At 9 degrees of freedom, a t-ratio of 2.262 is
required for significance at the .05 level. Since .47 falls
within the range of 2.262, we must accept tﬁc nuil hypothe-
sis that there is no significant differcnce in attendance

patterns for the two yvears.



school students for the two school years.

o TABLE 5
ANALYSIS OF 1977-78 AND 1978-79 SCHOOL YEAR
ATTENDANCE FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS

Year Mean s t
1977-78 15.40 10.59
' ' -1.03a

1978-79 '17.88 15.69

a'Not significant. t .05 for 21.af = 2,0796

The results of the t—test>show§ the results of -1.03.
At 21 degrees of freedom, @ t-ratio of 2.0796 is required
for significance at the .05 level. Since -1.03 is less
than 2.0796, we must accept the null hynothesis that there
is no significant difference in attendance patterns for

the two school vears for high school students.

Table 6 compares the attendance rate for the two vears

for high school females.

TABLE 6
ANALYSIS OF 1977-78 AND 1978-79 SCHOOL YEAR
ATTENDANCE .FOR HIGH SCHOOL FEMALES "

-

Year A Mean s t
1977-78 17.04 12.19

( 1.05a
1978-79 14.77 11.52

a Not Significant. t .05 for 10 df = 2.228

The results of thet-test in Table 6 show the t-ratio of
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1.05. At 20 degrees of freedom, a t-ratio of 2;228 is
require<i for significance at the .05 level. Therefore, we
must accept the nﬁll hypothesis that there is no eignifi—
cant aifference between the two years for high school |
years.

‘Finally, Table 7 compares the attendance retes for
high school males for the two school years.

TABLE 7

ANALYSIS OF 1977-78 AND 1978-79 SCHOOL YEAR
ATTFNDANCF FOR HIGH SCHOOL MALES

Year ' Mean s t
1977-78 13.77 ‘ 8.99

' . -1.87a
1978-79 21.00 - 19.05°

a Not significant. t .05 for 10 Af = 2.228

The results of the t-test‘show no significant difference.
The null hypothesis is eccepted.

The final comparisons are made of suspension rates,
both in-school and out-of-school for high school males and
femdles together. l

Table 8 shows an analysis of the two school years for
in-school suspensions for all highschool students.

TABLE 8

ANALYSIS OF 1977-78 AND 1978-79 IN- SCHOOL
SUSPENSIONS FOR ALL HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS

Year Mean ' s t

1977-78 1.25 2.18

1978-79 1.21 1.79 .0fa
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a Not significant. t .05 for 21 df = 2.0796

As Table 8 indicates, the results of the t-test show a
tfzafio of .06. At 21 Jdegrees of freedom, a t-ratio of
2.0796'is required for significance at the .05 level.
Since .06 is less than 2.0796, we must accept the null hy-
ptheéis. No significant difference exists in in-school
suspension rates for the two years.

Table 9 shows the analys for the two scﬁool years
for out-bf—school éuspension for hiqﬁ school students..

The results of'the t-test show a t-ratio of -.80.
At 21 degrees of freedom, a t-ratio of 2.0796 would be
required for significance al the .05 level.

TABLE 9

ANALYSIS OF OUT-OF-SCHOOL SUSPENSIONS
.FOR ALL HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS

Year Mean S t
1977-78 .99 ' 1.54

~.80
1978-79 1.54 3.09

a Not significant t .05 for 21 4df = 2.0796
The null hypothesis show that there is not significance
between the out-of-school suspension rates for the two

years must be accepted.



CHAPTER V

FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Findings

1. No significant difference existed at thei.OS level
of confidence for attendance comparison for any of the
student groups. As a result, Hvpothesis 1 which stated
that no signifiéant difference at the .05 level of
significance would occur bé&ween the 1977-78 school year
and the 1978-7% school year attendance records for groups
of junior high and high school students was accepted.

2. No significanf difference at the .05‘1evel of
confidence was-found for the suspension rates fd;vhigh
school students. Therefore, Hypothesis 2 wﬁich stated
that no significant difference a£ the .05 level of

significance would occur between the 1977-78 and 1978-7¢

suspension records for high school students was éccepted.

Recommendations

Little research has bheen done to discover:the
positivetnrnegativé influence of paving students to attend
school. |

The research in this paper shuows no significant increase
in attendance or improvement in suspension rates for the

students who participated in the Decatur School District
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basic skills summer échool prograin.

It is recommended that the area of compensating stu-
dents to attend échbbl be continuously researched in the
future to learn if there is ‘any educational henefit to'the

student.
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