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ABSTRACT 

During the summer o f  1980 , thi s  wr i ter became a member o f  the. 

facu l ty of C en tenni a l  Labora tory School , 1500 Eas t  Cond i t ,  Deca tur, 

I l l ino i s .  The transfer to C en tennial  occurred in o rder to take part 

in the e s tab l i shmen t of  an Ungraded Pr imary Depar tment wi thin tha t 

schoo l .  Thi s  paper examine s the ra tional e ,  p lanning , and produc tion 

of such a depar tmen t a s  an in tegra l par t  o f  the to ta l educationa l p ro-

gram of Cen tennial  during the f ir s t s eme s ter o f  i ts existence. 

The Ungraded Pr imary Depar tmen t i s  a va l uab l e  educational 

exper i ence for five , s ix ,  and s even year o l d  chi l dren .  It provides 

f l exibi l i ty of grouping according to indivi dua l need s , a system of c on-
• 

tinuou s progre s s  and eva lua tion o f  chi l dren's need s , reduces the problems 

a s soc i a ted wi th acc e l era tion and re tenti on ,  and provides each chil d with 

exper i ence s  whi ch provide  s uc c e s s ,  s e l f- esteem, and wel l - rounded. growth 

in a l l  areas . 

The paper i s  divi ded in to four main s ections . The f i rst. section . 

of the paper s erve s a s  the in troduc t i on ,  exp l a ining the purpo s e  of the 

fie l d  exp eri enc e ,  giving pertinent background information,  and reviewing _ 

bri efly some of the l i terature  consu l ted in e s tab l i shing the department • .  

Sec tion I I  cons i s ts o f  a Log o f  Ac tivi t i e s  carried  out �s a part 

o f  the fi e l d  experi ence . B o th a s  an obs erver o f  the depa·rtment and a 

par tic i pan t  in i t s deve l o pmen t , thi s  wr i ter was invo lved in numerous 

ac tivi t i e s . Thi s log  i s  a weekly record of  the ac tivi ·tie:s .unique to 

the estab l i shmen t and deve lopmen t of  the Ungraded Pr imary Dt!par'tmen t. 

ii 
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Sec tion III i s  an ana ly s e s  o f  the four majo r ac t ivi t i es conduc ted 

as a par t of the f i e l d  s tu dy .  The ac tivi t i e s  repor ted inc lude S tu d en t  

Placemen t ,  Ins truc t i ona l Program, C ommunic a t i ons , and Mains treaming 

S tudents . 

The S tudent Placemen t s ec tion outl ines bo th the Ini tial  Place­

men t p l an ,  wh ich inc ludes  screening , interv i ew ing , and reviewing pa s t  

performanc e ,  and the Adjus tive Placement p l an whi ch correc ts error s  made 

in ini tial  p l ac emen t .  

The Ins truc tiona l  Program sec t i on de tai l s  bo th the conten t o f  the 

curr iculum and the me tho d s  u sed to enhanc e l earning . The curricu l um i s  

a ba lanc e b etween teaching and learning experienc e s . 

For purpo s e s  o f  thi s  paper Communica tion ac tivi t i e s  are repor ted 

in two sec tions - - - tho s e  ac t ivi ties  of �ommunica tion between s taff members 

and communica tion ac tivi t i e s  between s choo l and home . 

Chi l dren are ma ins treamed in to the Ungraded Primary Departmen t 

from two d i f f erent s ourc e s  and for two very d i fferen t reasons. They c ome 

from the Ear ly Chi l dhoo d  ( Sp eci al  Educa tion) Depar tment for expo sure to 

the norma l c la s s room and from the Refugee Cla s sroom to learn Eng l i sh .  

The summary , S ec tion I V  o f  the paper , contains conc l u s i ons and 

recommenda tions for the fu tur e .  

The nine append i c e s  t o  the paper con tain forms , communica tion 

and eva lua tion dev i c e s , and o ther informa tion wh ich ha s been par t o f  

the developmen t o f  the Ungraded Pr imary Depar tment. 

i i i  
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S ECTION I 

INTRODUCTION 

1 

During the summer o f  19 80 , this  wri ter changed teaching po s i tions  

within the Deca tur Pub l i c  S choo l Di s tr i c t  4f6 1 .  The trans fer to the 

Centennia l Labora tory S choo l took p lace in order to take par t  in the 

e s tab l i shment o f  an Ungraded Primary Depar tment w i thin tha t schoo l .  The 

purpo s e  o f  thi s  projec t i s ,  therefore , to examine the rationa l e ,  p lanning , 

and produ c tion o f  such a departmen t a s  an integra l part o f  the to ta l edu­

ca tiona l program of Centenni a l . 

The paper wi l l  be divi ded into four main sec tions . Thi s firs t 

s ec ti on o f  the paper wi l l  serve a s  the intro du c tion ,  exp l aining the pur­

pose of the f i e l d  exper i enc e , giving pertinent backg round information , 

and rev i ewing bri e f ly some o f  the l i  tera tu re consu l ted in e s tab l i shing 

the departmen t .  

S ec tion I I  wi l l  cons i s t  o f  a Lo g o f  Ac tivi t i e s  carried ou t a s  a 

part  o f  thi s f i e l d  exp eri enc e .  

S e c tion I I I  wi l l  b e  an ana ly s i s  o f  four major ac tivi ties  conducted 

as  a p a r t  of thi s projec t .  The ac tivi t i e s  s e l ec ted for analysis are 

S tudent P l a c emen t ,  Ins truc tiona l Program ,  Communications , and Ma ins tream­

ing S tudents . 

The summary , S ec tion IV o f  the paper , w i l l  contain conc l u s i ons  and 

recommend a t i ons for the fu tu r e .  The submi s s ion of thi s repo r t  come s a t  

a time when the Ungraded Pr imary Depar tmen t i s  a t  the mi dpo int o f  i ts 

ini t i a l  y ear . I t  i s  recognized tha t  tleve lopmen t  o f  the depar tment i s  

far from comp l e te and wi l l  b e  an on-go ing ven ture for  yea r s  to come . 



Background Informa tion 

C entenn i a l  Labora tory S choo l i s  one o f  twen ty-four e l emen tary 

s choo l s  in the Deca tur Pub lic S choo l Di s tri c t  #6 1 .  I t  i s  loca ted a t  

1500 Eas t Cond i t  S tree t ,  Deca tur , I l l ino i s  6 2 5 26 . C en tenn i a l  ha s a 
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s tudent popul a tion o f  404 chi l dren and a pro f e s s iona l s taff  o f  1 6  c la s s -

room teachers ,  p l u s  speech , l earning d i sabil i ty ,  and l i brary personne l .  

The schoo l contains an E a r ly Chi l dhoo d  Depar tmen t ,  Ungraded Primary 

Department, and Interme d i a te Depar tment .  

C en tennial  i s  a magne t s choo l .  It o ffers  a progres s ive and inno -

va tive program drawing s tuden ts from a l l  parts of the c ity of Deca tur . 

I t  i s  a l s o  the only publ i c  schoo l a l terna tive for tho s e  no t s a ti sfied 

with the i r  ne i ghborhood  s choo l .  Thu s , s tudents come to C entennial  fo r 

a variety of reasons .  

Admi s s ion t o  Centennia l  beg ins with comp l e tion of �n app l ication . 

A copy of the 19 80- 81 app l ica tion i s  Append ix A to thi s report . App li-

c a t i ons are s c reened and po tentia l parents and s tuden ts are interv i ewed .  

A s  a part  of the interview , the s choo l phi l o sophy i s  fur the r exp l a ined 

and app l icants are encouraged to tour the bui l d ing and g e t  a fee l for 

i ts program. Ques tions are encouraged and answered openly . The "C en-

tennial  Phi losophy" revi s ed and adopted by the Parent Teacher O rganiza-

tion in September 1980 is  a s  fo l lows: 

Philo sophy is  a s ta tement of being .  
l ife the mos t  cons tant e l ement to grow th is 
then in wr i ting thi s philo s ophy is to s tate 
C en tennia l Lab S choo l s tudents and describe 
a s s ume to achi eve thi s .  

As wi th a ll forms of 
change. The purpose 
our expecta tions for 
the process  we wi l l  

C entenn i a l  exi s ts becau s e  there are paren ts  who want i t  to 
be, students whose needs are met by it, a staff who choose to work 



there , and a c entra l admini s trati on suppor tive o f  non- trad i tional 
( al terna tive ) educa tion .  The C entennial  conmuni ty ( paren t/ s taff / 
s tudent ) has a conmon goa l for grow th .  

The C entennial  coumunity actively works to di scover di f­
feren t  ways to  l ea rn .  Va lue i s  p l aced  on e s tabl i shing a proc e s s 
tha t l ea d s  to l ife- l ong , s e l f- di rec ted l earning . Bui ld ing on 
exi s ting learning .the program at Centennia l  s tr i ve5 to invo lve 
l earne r s , encourag e  them to pursue interes ts and new idea s , and 
profi t from real l i fe exper i enc e .  A l l  new members  o f  the C en­
tenni a l  communi ty ,  through the i r  invo lvement , are contri bu tor s  
to thi s  proc es s .  

Equal ly impor tant to the C en tennial  conmuni ty are the 
va lue s , mora l s , and l eve l of conce rn and caring of i ts learne r s . 
In the proc e s s  o f  acqu i ring the s e  va lues  the parti c i pant s  wi l l  
be expec ted to come to some understanding o f  who they are and 
how they re l a te to o the rs . Through deve lop ing atti tudes  of mu tua l  
res p ec t and awarene s s  o f  r i ghts , respons ib i l i t i e s  and s e l f-worth 
wi l l  be exp e c ted . A s  a r e su l t  C en tennial  s tuden t s  wi l l  grow up 
no t so much acc ep t ing exi s ting s oci al  s tandards  bu t ra ther a s  
thinking individual s  wi th cho i c e s'o f  behavior s  and beliefs to ho l d .  

Recoqni z ing the uni que abi l i t i e s  and background o f  each 
chi l d ,  oppor tuni t i e s  wi l l  be provided  for the ful l growth o f  each 
s tuden t .  Therefore i t  i s  unders tood  that varying l eve l s  of growth 
wi l l  be bo th des i rabl e  and accep tab l e .  A goal for each chi l d  i s  
to exp e r i ence the proc e s s  o f  learning and increa s ing ly be ab le  to 
app ly i t  throughout l i f e .  

I n  the proc e s s o f  deve loping bo th caring and learning human 
be ing s  i t  i s  expec ted tha t many i dea s , me thods , and a t ti tude s  mu s t  
be tri e d .  The level  o f  s uc c e s s  ob tained by the thing s t r i e d  wi l l  
d e termine d i scarding or con tinu ing them a t  Centennia l . In thi s way 
C en tenni a l  wi l l  p e rp e tual ly change and have new i d ea s  and wi l l  grow . 
The C en tenn i a l  communi ty a f f i rms i ts openne s s  to i deas , bo th o l d  and 
new , and accep ts change a s  a proce s s  of i ts growth . 

The C en tennia l  Lab S choo l  phi l o s ophy no t only a l lows for the 

e stabl i shmen t of an Ungraded Primary Departmen t , i t  endo r s e s  such moves 

and encourages  them to the fu l l e s t exten t .  In e s tabl i sh ing such a 
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departmen t a t  C en tenni a l  the s taff ha s u s ed idea s , bo th o l d  and new , for 

the purpo s e  of b e t ter ing the e ducation of i ts s tuden ts .  Tho s e  i d e a s  whi ch 

succ eed wi l l  b e  u s ed again . Tho s e  i d e a s  whi ch s e em to b e  fai lures  wi l l  

b e  revi s e d , tried again l a te r , o r  to ta l ly di s carded . 



4 

For the pas t  s evera l years there  have been mul t i - grade c la s s e s  a t  

C entennia l . The Ungraded Primary Department has brough t  a l evels approach 

to Cen tennial where grades are ins i gnifican t .  Chi ldren are p l aced into 

group s of chi l dren working at or near the ir own l eve l .  Some chi l dren 

wi l l  comp l e te the i r  work a f ter three year s in the department ,  some a f ter 

four years in the depar tment , and o ther s may spend f ive years comp l e ting 

the curriculum. Al l chi l dren wi l l  move through the depar tmen t at thei r  

individua l ra tes wi th con tinuous progre s s  and no one wi l l  be l abel ed a 

fai lure . The department i s  a l so ungraded in tha t no grades are as s igned 

as par t of the evalua tion of comp le ted work. 

A Rev i ew of  the L i tera ture 

One of  the firs t s te p s  in o rgani z ing the Ungraded Primary Depart­

ment at C en tennial  was a workshop he ld  the week o f  Augus t 11- 15 , 1980 . 

An ini t i a l  ac tivi ty of tha t week was a review o f  l i tera ture on the sub­

jec t of  ungradedne s s  in educa tion .  The l i tera ture was col lec ted and 

reprodu c ed for the s taff by the bu i l d ing pr inc i pal , Mrs . Pa t Ting l e .  

The l i tera ture contained information o n  programs i n  Mi lwaukee , W i s cons in 

and Park Fores t ,  I l l ino i s , as we l l  as o ther programs over the l a s t 

twenty- f ive years . Some o f  the l i tera ture wa s of  a very general na ture 

whi l e,o ther l i tera ture s ta ted spec i f i c  s teps  in deve loping a program. 

The l i tera ture wa s of as s i s tanc e to the s taff member s  in that i t  

gave them i d eas tha t had been proven succe s s ful i n  o ther programs . Much 

of the l i terature conta ined i deas common to the var i ou s programs and some 

of tho s e  ideas have been incorporated into the C entennial program. Some 

i dea s which succ eeded in one mod e l  program d i d  not achi eve succ e s s  wi th 



another . Thus i t  was l e f t  to the C en tenni a l  s taff to p i c k  and choo s e  

the i deas they fel t had the be s t  chanc e o f  succe s s  in thei r  spec i f ic 

program. 

5 

One i dea colllil.on to a l l  the programs in the literature wa s tha t 

the Ungraded Primary Depa r tmen t fo l l owed a s trong kindergarten program.  

At C entenni a l , the kindergar ten- age chi l dren are a par t o f  the pro gram 

and no t s ome thing tha t prec eds  i t .  The C entennial  s taff saw no reas on 

to depr ive f ive year- o l d s  o f  the s ame f l exib l e ,  adap tive , individua l i zed 

program i t  wa s deve loping for tho s e  s tudents  s ix ,  s even ,  and eight years 

of  age . 



6 

S ECTION I I  

LOG OF ACTIVITIES 

B o th as an obs erver of the depar tment and a partic i pan t in i ts 

deve lopmen t ,  thi s wri ter  has been invo lved in numerous ac tivi tie s .  Many 

of  the ac tivi t i e s  occur on a dai ly bas i s  and are cons i dered norma l  pro-

c edure for the clas s room teacher . The s e  rou tine ac tivi tie s  are no t 

d e tai l ed in the log tha t fo l lows . Rather , it i s  a weekly log of the 

ac tivi t i e s  uni que to the e s tab l i shmen t and deve lopment of the Ungraded 

Primary Departmen t at C entenni a l . 

W e ek o f  

AUG 11 

AUG 18 

AUG 25 

SEP 1 

SEP 8 

S EP 22 

SEP  29 

OCT 20 

OCT 27 

Ac tivi ti e s  

Ungraded Primary wo rksho p : revi ew o f  l i tera ture ; dra f t  
phi l o soph i ca l s ta tement f o r  the program; des i gn an organi­
za tiona l sys tem to  chart and eva lua te s tudent progre s s i on; 
prepare introduc tory le t ter to paren t s ; s e t  up a procedure 
for moving s tudents  wi thin the program; determine ma ter i a l s  
needed ; dec i de how l eadership of team and weekly mee t i ngs  
should be  hand l e d ;  i denti fy inserv i c e  needs for the year ; 
fina l i ze p l ac ement o f  s tudents  

D i vi s i on of l earn ing ma te r i a l s  and organization o f  c l a s s ­
room envi ronmen t 

Mee t  wi th Early Chi l dhood s ta f f  members to d i s cus s and 
organi ze  ma ins treaming; s tuden t reg i s tra tion and beg inning 
o f  schoo l .  

S ubmi s s ion of Innova tive Program app l i ca tion for ins e rv i c e  
time and ma teri a l s  f o r  imp l emen ting d epartment 

Ungraded Prima ry ( U . P . ) mee ting :  o rgani ze U . P .  reading 
cha r t; d i s cus s i on of read i ng group s ; reading g roup and 
homeroom adj us tmen ts 

Parent Teacher O rgani z a t i on mee ting: exp l ana tion o f  U . P . 
program and open house  

B eg in Early Chi l dhood mains treaming 

Eva lua tion confe r enc e s  

Mu s i c  conc e r t  inc luding ma ins treamed chi l dren 



NOV 3 

DEC 1 

DEC 8 

DEC 15 

JAN 4 

JAN 11 

Up- da te U . P . reading cha r t  

W r i ter s e rved a s  depar tment chai rperson; devel op reading 
continuum a s  par t o f  eval ua tion device s  

Depar tment cha i rperson ;  design internal memo ; discus sion 
o f  ma th curri culum; wri te a r ti c l e  for news let ter 
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Depar tment chai rperson; concer t  wi th mains treamed chil dren 

Depar tment cha i rperson; oral  repor t to Parent Teacher board ; 
begin refugee ma ins treaming ; mee t  with Ear ly Chi l dhood s taff 
members to eva l ua te f i r s t  s eme s ter and p l an ma ins treaming 
for second s eme s ter 

Department cha i rper son ;  deve lop eva lua tion device  fo r parent­
teache r - ch i l d  conferenc e s ; up- date U . P .  read ing chart ;  dra f t  
prospec tive paren t  l e t ter for revi s ion o f  C en tennial  1981 
s tuden t  app l i ca tion 

During the f i r s t s eme s ter the Ungraded Primary s ta f f  me t 14 time s  • 
. 

Each mee ting inc luded d i scus s i on of the reading and math curri cu lums , 

s tuden t p lacemen t ,  and communications . The s taff  me t wi th a d i str i c t 

reading teacher onc e and onc e wi th the schoo l l ibrarian .  The s taff  a l so  

me t wi th the Ear ly Chi l dhoo d  s taff  members to d i s cu s s  thei r  p ro grams . 



SECTION I I I  

ANALYSES OF ACTIVITIES 

The who l e  i s  only as good as the sum of i ts parts . No pro gram 

can succeed wi thout much hard work and the Ungraded Primary D epar tment 

a t  Centennial  is  no  exc ep ti on .  Many ac tivi t i e s  have been and continue 

to be carried out to produce a department whi ch i s  an integra l part o f  

the to ta l educationa l program o f  C en tennia l . The ac tiviti es  s e l ec te d  

f o r  ana ly s i s  i n  thi s  sec tion are four whi ch the author fe l t  were o f  

particu lar  impor tanc e in e s tab l i shing the program effec tive ly , produc ­

tive ly , and eff i c i en t ly .  

S tudent Placemen t 

Schoo l s  need s tudents,  and once a s tuden t popula tion i s  pre s en t  

they mus t be placed . Thi s  d o e s  no t usual ly pre s ent a prob l em in a 

tradi tiona l graded s choo l .  However, i t  was one o f  the mos t  cri tical  

ac tivi t i e s  in  the e s tabl i shment o f  a s ucc e s s ful ungraded primary pro ­

gram a t  C en tenn i a l . The two maj or  ca tegori e s  of  s tudent p l acemen t 

di scu s s ed in thi s pap er are ini t i a l  p lacement and adj us tive p lacement .  
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Ini tial  Placemen t .  Ini t i a l  p l ac ement ac tivi ties  for s tudent s  f e l l  

into three c la s s i fica tions: tho s e  s tudents re turning to C entennia l Eor 

ano ther s cho o l  yea r ;  tho s e  s tudents trans ferring to Cen tennia l from 

ano ther s choo l or scho o l  d i s tr i c t ;  and tho s e  s tudents  beginning the i r  

forma l  e duca tion .  

Placement ac tivi t i e s  for tho s e  s tudents  re turning to C en tennia l 

in the Fal l  1 9 80 began near the Spring 1 980 term. The teachers o f  the s e  
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s tuden ts comp l e ted two eva luation and appra i s a l  d evi c e s  to ra te· each 

s tudent bo th academi ca l ly and socia l ly .  The s e  devi c e s  were comp l e ted  

before thi s  wri ter became a facul ty member a t  Centennial and were  di s ­

carded when tenta tive cla s s  l i s ts were comp i l e d .  The exac t forms a re 

no t avai l ab l e  for inc lus i on in thi s  proj ect .  However , the devices in­

c luded da ta per taining to a l l  academi c subj ec ts , s tudy hab i ts and behav­

iors , and s o c i a l i za tion ski l l s .  Exac t readi ng and math levels were 

given , and each s tudent wa s ranked in a compari son wi th his or her peers. 

Having worked wi th thes e  s tuden ts for  at leas t one year , the teachers  

were confi den t  in the i r  eva l u a t i ons . The number o f  s tudents returning 

to Centenn i a l  for the Ungraded Primary program was 8 3 . 

Eva lua tions for p lacement of s tuden ts trans f erring to Cen tennial 

from o ther schoo l s  o r  scho o l  di s tric ts was , of nec es s i ty ,  a less  con- : 

tro l l ed proces s .  The chi l dren were no t known by the facul ty and were. 

coming to C en tennia l for a vari e ty of reasons . The only information : 

avai lab l e  for eva lua tion came from the paren t interviews , student appli­

ca tion , and previ ou s academi c repor t s . In s ome c a s e s  thi s  informa·tion 

wa s s l i gh t ly prej u d i c ed a s  mo s t  of i t  was supp l i ed by parents . Prev.i ·ous 

academic records d i d  no t arrive in some ins tanc e s  until  after the initial·  

p l acemen t ac tivi tie s had been comp l e ted . Twenty- two s tuden ts ·transfer .. 

red to C en tennial  in the Fa l l  Term. 

P l acemen t informa tion for tho s e  s tudents  beginning their ·educational 

adven ture a t  C entenn i a l  came from two sourc e s . Parents supp l i ed informa­

tion in thei r  interview and app l i ca tion .  Thi s  information wa s s omewhat 

biased l ike tha t supp l i ed fo r transfer s tuden ts . The second source of 

p l acemen t informa tion wa s a screening devic e  u s ed wi th all incoming 
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kindergar ten chi ldren in the D ec a tur Pub l i c  Schoo l D i s tri c t  #61. The 

device wa s admini s tered in March 19 80 and was no t wi thou t l imi ta tions . 

The Caldwe l l  Pres choo l Inventory is used  primari ly to give early de tec­

tion to any special  probl ems the new s tuden ts may have . Since the tes t 

i s  given in March , i t  canno t accura te ly acce s s  the s tudents in S ep tember . 

Many four and five year- o l d  chi l dren make tremendou s gains during the s ix 

rnon th period imrned ia te ly preceding schoo l .  The only informa tion from the 

screening device ava i l ab l e  to u s e  in p l ac ing the s tuden ts was thei r  f ina l 

score . No ind ica tion was g iven as to wha t typ e s  of que s tions were no t 

answered correc tly . Given i ts l imi ta tions i t  rema ined the only sourc e 

o f  s c i entific informa ti on ava i lab l e  for p lac emen t .  The beginning s tudent 

group contained 51 boys and g i r l s .· 

W i th a l l  the p l ac emen t informa tion ava i l ab l e  on all the incoming 

s tuden ts , p lacement in to c la s s e s  began . One o f  the s ix homerooms c on­

tained s tudents at the same admini s tra tive l eve l . The o ther five c l a s s e s  

cons i s ted o f  s tudents acro s s  tw o  adminis tra tive l eve l s . The studen ts 

were no t c las s ifi ed by grade l eve l wi thin the program at Cen tennia l . 

They were , however , cla s s ified by spec ific grade l eve l s  for record pur­

poses  in the Deca tur Pub l ic Schoo l s .  C entennial Princ i pa l , Mrs . Pa t 

Ting l e , drew up the ini t i a l  tenta tive l i s ts .  S tudents  were p l aced i n  

homerooms wi th primary cons idera ti on being g iven to reading l evel s .  

Clas s p l acemen t was done thi s  way to mo s t  e f f i ci ently merge wi th the 

ins truc tiona l program. During the teacher workshop in Augu s t  the ten ta­

tive l i s ts were di scu s s ed .  S i tua tions which  pre s en ted prob l ems , s oc i a l ly 

or academi ca l ly , were reso lved and fina l  c la s s  l i s ts were developed . An 

e f for t wa s made to balance c l a s s e s  wi th equal  numbers of boy s and g i r l s .  
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Adju s tive Placemen t .  No ini tia l p lac emen t sy s tem is p er f ec t and 

i t  was no t expected tha t  the proc ess  used at Centennial  wou l d  be any 

d i fferen t .  Therefore a sys tem for adj u s tive placement was developed 

dur ing the Augu s t  worksho p .  The adj u s tive p lacement proce s s  has three 

s teps:  (1) Homeroom teacher refers ma tter to Ungraded Primary s ta f f  

for d i s cu s s ion.  (2) Paren t conferenc e and/or letter . (3) F ina l  

d i spo s i ti on o f  ma t ter  by s taff .  

When a c la s s room teacher fee l s  tha t i t  i s  in the bes t in tere s ts 

of  a par t i cu l ar s tudent tha t he be moved to ano ther c la s s  a teacher 

referra l and recommenda tion i s  made .  Once the re ferra l i s  comp l e ted the 

d epar tment s taff wi l l  d i scu s s  fu l ly the imp l i ca ti ons of such a move and 

make i ts recommenda t i on .  A parent conference wi l l  be held to discu ss  

the po .ten ti a l  move w i th the chi l d ,  hi s parents , pre s ent teacher , and 

po tential  new teacher in a t tendance .  Paren t opinion w i l l  ·be brought to 

the a t ten tion of the d epartmen t s taff members and a final .decis ion wi l l  

be reached . 

During the time covered by thi s  repo r t  two s tudent s  were adj u s ted 

in the i r  p lac emen t .  The adj u s tment took p lace becau s e  the s tudents in 

qu e s tion were a l ready spend ing a maj o r i ty of the i r  instructional time .in 

the c la s s  to whi ch they were b e ing transferred .  The proce ss for adjus .tive 

p lacemen t wa s used  and proceeded smoo thly . 

Ins truc tiona l Program 

The ins truc ti ona l program a t  C entennial  i s  one whi ch s .ets it ap.art 

from the o ther e l emen tary s choo l s  in Deca tu r .  I t i s  progressive, inno­

va tive , exc i ting , and subjec t to change . The Cen tennial differenc e i s  a· 
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ma tter o f  sub s tance and s ty l e .  The ins truc tiona l  program of the Ungraded 

Primary Department expands the Centennial  Phi lo sophy and enhances  learn­

ing for chi l dren .  The curricu l um bal ances teaching and l earning experi ­

ences . It enabl e s  the chi l dren to s ee tha t the proc e s s  of learning i s  

a s  vi ta l to l i fe a s  i s  the c on tent l earned . 

The Conten t .  The curricu lum in the Ungraded Primary Depar tmen t 

inc ludes the ma ter i a l  approved for a l l  e l ementary schoo l s  in Deca tur bu t 

i s  no t l imi ted to tha t .  D i s tri c t  ins truc t i ona l ma terials are used and 

supp l emented wi th ma teri a l s /resourc e s  acqu i red through gif ted program 

funds ,  d i s tr i c t innova tive proposa l s , and o ther ava i l ab l e  res .ourc e s . 

The teachers are encouraged to pursue thei r  own ideas and app�oaches  and 

develop them o r  modi fy ins tructiona l re sources  needed to accomplish the 

resul tant goa l s  and obj ec tive s . The Di s tri c t  Deve lopmental Learner 

Obj ec tives and task force gui de l ines are used as a bas i s  for reference. 

O f  equal impor tance w i th experimental /open curricu lum is the focus 

on develop ing s e l f - d i rec tion capabi l i t i e s  in s tudents . Curriculum imp l e­

men ta tion i s  s truc tured to provide bo th ins truc tion and independent 

learning experi ences . Among the aspec ts o f  s e l f - d i rec ted learning given 

a t tention thi s  year include the abi l i ty to: 

a .  u s e  ma terial s and resourc e s . 

b .  u s e  and s truc ture time effici ently . 

c. fo l low di rec tions . 

d .  u s e  space / l earning envi ronmen t approp r i a te ly .  

e .  show s e l f- di sc i p l ine . 

f .  show r e s pec t for o thers . 

g .  pursue con tent/in teres ts projects . 
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I t  i s  no t expec ted tha t  a l l  chi l aren in the Ungraded Primary Depar tmen t 

wi l l  l eave to ta l ly s e l f-direc ted. However , i t  i s  expected tha t they wi l l  

be more s e l f- di r ec ting becau s e  of the activitie s  in which they parti c i ­

p a te wi thin the d epartment . 

W i th in the conten t  area , the maj or planning and emphas i s  o f  the 

Ungraded Prima ry Depar tment was in the areas o f  reading and ma th .  An 

individual  reading progres s char t, Appendix B ,  was developed by the s taff 

to accura te ly por tr¥y individual reading progre s s .  The form i s  bas e d  on 

the di s tri c t-wide  reading s e r i e s . The cha r t  a l so exp l a ins  a l terna tive 

and supp l emen tary programs u s ed . A s imi lar progres s  cha r t  for ma th , 

Appendix C ,  was developed.  A l s o  in the area o f  ma thema t i c s  a list o f  32 

obj ec tive s to be accomp?i shed during the years in the Ungraded Primary 

Department was developed.  The obj ectives are inc luded in thi s repor t a s  

Appendix D .  

A maj or conten t obj ec tive o f  the Ungraded Primary Depar tmen t is 

tha t the curriculum be cumu l a tive a s  we l l  as s equential . Provi s ion i s  

made fo r bo th differentia ted  ra tes o f  progres s and varia tions i n  kinds 

of program .  When a ch i l d  is ready fo r the next s tep he goe s  to i t .  W i th 

th i s  curriculum ch i l dren tru ly have an oppor tuni ty fo r continuous progres s .  

Curricu l um i s  organ i z e d  wi thin each indivi dual  c la s s room bu t has  

al so  been o rgani zed , in some area s , a s  a depar tmen t .  Depar tment reading 

progres s  i s  char ted on a large wa l l  graph in the depar tment s ta ff room. 

U s e  o f  thi s  cha r t  ha s made  i t  po s s ible  to be t ter mee t  the n e e d s  of the 

chi l dren in the departmen t .  When i t  becomes apparent tha t g roup s of 

chi l dren from differen t  homerooms are working at the same l eve l s  in the 

read ing curr i cu l um ,  chi l dren have been regrouped . Thi s  ha s made i t  
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po s s ib l e  for each teacher to have fewer reading groups .  F ewer group s  

have meant more time to work wi th the group s  each has and has made i t  

pos sib l e  for each teacher to do a more effec tive j ob o f  teaching chi l dren 

to read . A fu ture goa l  o f  the depar tment i s  to develop such ·a department­

wide organi za tion o f  the ma thema tic s program. 

Other conten t  areas vary grea t ly from c la s s  to c l as s .  S ocial 

s tudi es  and s c i enc e uni ts wi thin the department have ranged across a 

large scope o f  ac tivi t i e s . The ent i r e  d epartment worked together on a 

Pi l grim and Indian uni t a t  Thanksgiving cu lmina ting wi th a fea s t .  · The 

chi ldren were res pons i b l e  for the prepara tion o f  the food and prepared 

appropri a te co s tume s . 

Al l chi l dren in the dep a r tment have mus ic c la s s  wi th a district 

mu s ic specia l i s t  one day each week fo r thi r ty minu tes . Physical educa ­

tion c l a s s e s  are  held twi c e  a week wi th the P.E . specia l is t .  Specia l 

s ervices  in the areas o f  speech and' l earning di s abi l i ti e s  are made 

avai lab l e  as we l l  as  a schoo l s ocial worker ,  psybho l ogi s t ,  and reading 

s tra teg i s t .  

The Me thod . The "Cen tenn i a l  Me thod" doe s  no t exi s t  a s a.clea rly 

de f ined s true tu re . In ke ep ing wi th the s choo l phi l o sophy , a number -of 

various  me thods are tr i ed .  S ome fa i l  and some succeed.  As :a who l e , the 

teachers be l i eve tha t s choo l s  should be  learner- c ente red and in keep ing 

wi th tha t be l i e f  a l l  me thods tri ed pu t the individual child fi r s t .  Staff 

members are expec ted to experimen t wi th teaching s tra teg i e s  ·and techniques 

and deve lop ski l l s /conten t  programs whi ch are ba s ed on bo th the curren t 

needs o f  the s tudent popu l a t i on and the preva i l ing educa tion-a1 trend s 

and res ea rch . 
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S evera l teaching s tra tegi e s  have been carri ed ou t dur ing the firs t 

s emes ter of the 1 9 80 - 8 1  s choo l y ear . W i thin the open cla s sroom philosophy 

have been aspec ts  of departmentali z a ti on , team teaching , learning c enters , 

large group ins truc tion ,  sma l l  group ins truc tion ,  and one- to-one indivi du­

a l iz ed ins truc tion .  Acknow l e dg ing tha t individual  chi l dr en learn b e s t in 

differ en t  way s thi s  wide scope of s tra tegies  makes pos s ib l e  the bes t chanc e 

of succ e s s  for the chi l d  in s choo l .  

In keeping wi th the open c la s s room tene t ,  educational experience s  

o f fered take into account the chi l d ' s dev e lopmental s tages , the respons i ­

bil ity to provide fo r a broad b a s e s  of interes t ,  and the need to fo ster· 

indivi dual  crea tivi ty .  The r efore , an everchang ing program results and 

inc lude s a ba l ance be tween ar ts and humani t i e s , content and skills, and 

persona l socia l  ski l l s  d eve lopmen t .  �n interdi s c i p l i nary approach re -. 

sul  ts where  children l earn s c i ence conc ep ts from s ocia l  s tudies ac tivities , 

l earn ma th conc ep ts in s c i ence uni ts , and become b e t ter readers in mus ic 

ac tiviti e s . A very impor tan t a spec t o f  a l l  teaching/l earning me thods .is 

tha t each child is given ample oppor tuni ty to be succes s ful . 

C ommunica tions 

Communica tions is an e s s ential  a spec t for any educa tional endeavor •. 

Good communica tions canno t make a poor program succeed . However , poor.· 

communica tions can doom to fa i lure a program tha t ha s the po ten tial to 

be grea t .  

The communications ac tivi ti e s  in the deve lopmen t of a n  Ungraded. 

Pr imary Program a t  Cen tenn i a l  Labora tory Scho o l  can b e  d ivided .into .two 

parts:  interna l communi ca t i on s  and ex ternal communica tions . Both are 
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vi ta l to the succ e s s  of the program. One wi thou t the o ther i s  of l i t tl e  

wor th .  F o r  the purpos e s  o f  thi s  paper , interna l  communic a ti ons wil.l b e  

d i scu s s e d  firs t .  

' 
Internal  Communications . Communications be tween members of the 

depar tment b�gan j us t  two weeks before  s choo l was s cheduled to begin . 

The s i x  members  of the Ungraded Primary s taff me t a t  Centennia l  for a 

week- l ong workshop to deve lop the program.  Three of the staff memb e r s  

were new t o  the regu lar s taff a t  Cen tennia l . Tw o  of the members di d no t 

know each o ther or  any other member of the team.  It  was clear that a 

d efine d  sy s te� of communica tion needed to be deve loped,  and the members  

set  to  work. 

The fi r s t phas e  of the interna l conmunications sys tem .began with 

the appointment of a chai rpeEson for the departmen t .  Realizing ·the in-

creased  time commitment tha t such respons i bili ty would bring , it was 

dec i ded the cha i rmanshi p  of the department whu l d  be ro ta ted on a monthjy 

bas i s  wi th each member bearing tha t respons ibi l i ty equally • .The �hai r-

person wou l d  have the respons i bi l i ty of making c e r tain that each .teacher 

wa s kep t informed of impor tan t i s su e s  of concern . I t  was the respo.ns i -

bi l i ty of each team member t o  communica te conc erns to the chai rperson.  

The depar tment cha i rperson would s e rve a s  the d i rec t link between the 

member s  of the d epartment and the' admini s tra tion .  

A s econd pha s e  o f  the interna l commun i c a t i on sy s tem consis ·ted of 

weekly department mee ting s after s choo l on Thu r sday evenings . The monthly 

cha i rperson was to have respons ibi l i ty fo r the s e  mee tings . It was thought 

tha t weekly mee t ings wou l d  take care of mo s t  ma t ters  bu t the team would 

mee t  a t  o ther time s a s  events  d i c ta ted . The agendas for the.s e meetings 

were l e f t  open .  Each me e t ing wou l d  dea l wi th tho s e  ma tters of conc ern a t  
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tha t time . A d i s cu s s i on of curriculum ma t ter s , e s p ec i a l ly read ing and 

ma th ,  woul d  be a par t of each agenda . 

During the months o f  December and January thi s  writer was chai r­

man o f  the departmen t .  He f e l t tha t communica tions wi thin the sta f f  

could  be  improved b y  the deve lopment o f  an in terna l  memo to advise o ther 

s taff members of mee ting agenda s.and o ther per tinent informa tion tha t 

mi ght  become avai l ab l e  during the s choo l week. One examp l e  o f  such a 

memo i s  found in Appendix E .  

O ther more  informa l means o f  communic a tions wi thin the depa r tmen t 

have exi s ted and f lori shed during the f i r s t s eme s ter of  the schoo l year . 

Four o f  the team members have c las s rooms loca ted on the s ame· buil d ing 

l eve l .  A l l s ix teachers have lunch hours tha t over lap a t  leas t .fif teen 

minu te s  each day . Given the c lo�e proximi ty of c la s srooms and shared 

lunch hours , depar tment s taff members have been ab l e  to communica te wi th 

each o ther a t  frequ en t  interva l s  during the day . These  informal means 

o f  communica tions have helped  to deve lop  tremendou s rapport between mem­

bers o f  the s taff and h e l p e d  the forma l  communica tion sys tem become even 

more produc tive . 

Ex terna l Communica t i ons . After s p ending a week toge ther d eve l o p ing 

the Ungraded Primary Depar tmen t; the s taff  c onfi den t ly faced the year 

before them.  The nex t maj or  task  before them wa s the proce s s  o f  inform­

ing the pub l i c , and spec i f i ca l ly the paren t s , of wha t wa s going on- - - ­

ex ternal communi c a t i ons . Two ideas  were dev e l oped  to he lp  the paren t s  

face  the year before them wi th the s ame confi d enc e wi th which the s taff 

wa s fac ing i t . 



18 

F i r s t ,  a l e t ter wa s draf ted to be  s en t  to a l l paren t s  of chi l dren 

in the Ungraded Primary Depar tmen t .  A copy o f  tha t letter is found a s  

Appendix F to thi s  repor t .  The let ter , a l ong wi th other per tinen t regis­

tra tion information , was s ent  to a l l  parents the wee)t preceding scho o l 

regi s tra tion .  

The f i r s t communica tion c ri s i s  o c cured during the regis tra tion 

proces s .  C l a s s  l i s ts were typ e d  wi th g rade l eve l s  c l early l i s ted a t  

the top .  The s e  l i s ts had been typed to a s s i s t  parents  i n  finding thei r  

chi ld's room bu t in s ome ins tance s  had a reve r s e  effec t .  Statu s  seemed 

to be more impor tan t than mee ting a chi l d's needs to s ome parents when 

they di s covered their e i gh t  year- o l d  in a c la s s  l ab e l ed kindergarten/ 

f i r s t grade . The que s tions of concerned parents were answered ful ly and 

hone s tly . The s taff reas sured paren t s  a s  bes t a s  p os s ible and encouraged 

them to g ive the p l an a chanc e .  In the end , two students were withd�awn 

becau s e  the parents were no t s a ti s f i ed wi th the p l a c ement o f  their son 

or daugh ter wi thin the depar tment .  

· The s econd i dea deve loped  to inform and educa te parents  was a 

presenta tion to be given a t  the S ep tembe r  mee ting of the Parent-Teacher 

Organi za tion . The pres en ta ti on cons i s ted  of a welcoming speech , a state­

ment o f  the goa l s  of the departmen t ,  a d emons tra tion o f  how three ind i ­

vidua l s tudents  mi gh t progres s  through the reading curriculum during 

three years in the Ungraded Pr imary Departmen t ,  a speech on the philo so­

phy of the depar tment , and a ques tion and answer s e s s ion . 

The pre s en ta ti on was we l l - a t tended and cons i dered a succe s s  by 

s taff members and parents  a l ike . The demons tra tion and phi lo sophy· tall< 

s e emed to be par ticu lar ly effec tive . 
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For purp o s e s  of the d emons tra t i on a l l  the ma teri a l s  u s ed in the 

reading program were s e t  on tabl e s . Three s tuden ts s too d  b eh ind the 

tab l e s  o f  ma teri a l s .  As the moderator read spec i f i c  time frame s , the 

three s tudents  moved forward a t  vary ing ra tes to d emons tra te where they 

mi gh t be a t  the end of one , two , and three years in the program. Each 

chi l d  moved as h i s  indivi dua l ly pre s cribed program was des i gned . 

Thi s  wri ter had the respons i bi l i ty of g iving the speech on the 

phi l o sophy o f  the depar tment and exp l aining j u s t exac tly wha t was the 

ungraded primary . In order to do so  a compari son wa s made  b e tween a 

typ i c a l  graded s truc ture and the p lanned ungraded program.  The nine 

points o f  compari son mad e  were as fo l l ows: 

Graded S truc ture 

1 .  Schoo l s  are d e s i gned to �over 
and inculca te a s p ec i f i c  body 
of subj ec t ma t ter . 

2.  Individu a l  differenc e s  merely 
d e termine one ' s chance s  in the 
rac e to cover prescribed 
ma ter i a l . 

3. Nonpromo tion i s  the pr imary 
mechani sm by whi ch s tudents  
who progr e s s s lowly are 
adju s ted to the sy s tem.  

4 .  Dec i s ions abou t grade p lace­
men t is  made  at the end of 
the s choo l y ear . 

5. Grade p l acemen t depends on 
mee ting of fixed annua l  
s tandards s e t  for the who l e  
group . 

6 .  Spec ific bod i e s  of con t ent  
are  a s s i gned to  specific  
grades . 

Ungraded S truc ture 

Schoo l s  are learner-c en tered- - ­
des i gned to develop the l earner as  
an individu a l  and as  a member of  
s oc i e ty .  

Differenc e s  in many a spec ts of 
deve lopmen t are recognized and 
used  in p l anning highly individu­
a l i z ed programs . 

Provi s i on i s  made for bo th d i f­
feren ti a ted ra tes of progress and 
vari a ti ons in kind s of programs .  

Dec i s i ons abou t p l acement in a 
group take p l ac e  throughou t  the 
schoo l program.  

Individua l s tandards a r e  ba s ed on 
the phy s i ca l , men ta l , s o c ia l , and 
emo t i ona l s ta tu s  of the chi l d  a t  
any t ime . 

Conten t i s  viewed a s  c umu l a tive 
as we l l  a s  s e qu ent ia l .  



Graded S truc ture  

7. Con ten t a s s i gned to  the 
fo l l owing grade o s  "Off  
L imi ts . " 

Ungraded S truc ture 

When a chi l d  is ready for the 
next s tep he goes to ·  i t . 
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B. Subj ec t ma t ter shoul d be 
iden t i f i ed and rigorou s ly 
prescribed . 

Focus shou l d  be on ways o f  knowing 
and thinking . Emphas i s  i s  on the 
individual . 

9 .  Doubl e  promo tion adj u s ts 
s tudents who progres s  too 
qu ickly to the sy s tem.  

Chi l dren move through the sys tem 
qui ckly and continuous ly ,  l eaving 
no gaps o r  holes in thei r  educa tion .  

Ex terna l conmuni ca tions Aid no t end wi th the scho o l  b e l l  on the 

day s af ter c la s s e s  began .  In fac t ,  i t  wa s j u s t beginning . Many types  o f . 

informa l  communica tion were u s ed between the school  and home . Each s taff 

member in the depar tment used the means tha t best sui ted the i r  needs a t  

the time . Among the mo s t  common forms were phone cal l s  and no tes to 

spec i fic  parents  and g enera l l e t ters to a l l  parents . An examp l e  o f  such 

a genera l l e t ter s en t  to parents  i .s inc luded as  Appendix G .  

C entenn i a l  Lab S choo l produc es a monthly news l e t ter to a l l  paren ts . 

The Ungraded Primary Depar tmen t has made u s e  of  thi s  conmunica tion device  

to  fu r ther s pread the news o f  our  developmen t .  Appendix H i s  ju s t  one 

examp le  of th i s  publ ic  r e l a tions ven ture . 

A more forma l  me thod o f  continu ing ex terna l communica tions exi s ts 

in the form o f  the Parent-Teacher Conferenc e s . Conferences were held for 

a l l  s tudents  in Oc tober  and January . The Oc tober  conferences  were of a 

gene ra l na ture  and he l p ed teachers and paren ts s e t  goa l s  for the yea r  

ahead . Each teache r used  a documen t whi ch bes t sui ted hi s need s . No 

a t temp t was made to deve lop a uni form document for all members  o f  the 

depar tmen t .  The Janua ry conferences were repo r ts of  academi c , soci a l , 

and emo tiona l growth . They were highly spec i f i c  and indivi dua l i zed . A 
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copy o f  thi s  wri ter ' s January eva lua tion devi ce i s  inc luded a s  Append ix  I. 

At the conc l u s ion o f  the school year parents wi ll be given addi tiona l 

wri t ten reports of the progress of their child .  No defini te c onference 

i s  p l anned but conferences wi l l  be scheduled  where there is need . 

For the mo st part communi cation ac tiviti es have been effecti ve . 

Parents fee l  they are wel l - informed . They perceive the teachers as  

open , hone s t ,  and s inc ere ly interested in hel ping chi l dren learn. 

Mains treaming S tudents 

Chi l dren are ma ins treamed into the Ungraded Primary Department . 

from two d i fferent s ourc e s  and for two very d i fferent reas ons . The 

chi l dren come from the Early Chi l dhoo d  (Speci a l  Education) Department 

and from the Refugee Cla s s room .  The di fferent sections .of mainstreaming 

wi l l  be d i scu s s ed s eparate ly . 

Early  Chi l dhood .  The Early Chi l dhood Department at C entennia l  

cons i s ts of four teachers ,  four ful l - time a i de s , and eight ha lf- time 

voca tiona l s tudents . There are  64 chil dren enro l l ed in the program rang­

ing in age from thre e  to five years . The chi l dren have a var i e ty .o f prob­

l ems which have qua l i f i ed them for the program. Some are phy s ically o r  

menta l ly handicappe d .  Other s  have emotional or  s evere behavior  problems . 

Some o f  the chi ldren have de lays in speech and language deve l o pmen t .  And 

there are s ome chi l dren who have comb ina tions o f  the probl ems mentioned 

above . The Macon- Pi a t t  S p ec i a l  Educa tion D i s tri c t  pays the s a l ary of a 

fu l l - time a i d e  to work in the Ungraded Primary Depar tment to a s s i s t the 

teacher s when working wi th the mains treamed chi l dren . 
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The s e l ec tion o f  s tuden ts to be mains treamed i s  done by the 

teachers in the Early Chi ldhoo d  P'J'.ogram. Only tho s e  children who are 

o l d  enough to attend regu lar kindergarten the following schoo l ye�r are 

cons idered for mainstreaming . Thos e  chi l dren s elected for mainstreaming 

are one s who the teachers fee l have a chance of being success.-ful in a 

regular c las s room s i tua tion. During the firs t s emes ter of the 1980-81 

s chool year , 12 chi l dren were mainstreamed into two c las s rooms of. the 

Ungraded Primary Depar tmen t .  

The pr imary reason f o r  mains treaming chi l dren from Early Chi l d­

hood i s  to expo s e  them to a "no rma l" c la s s room expe r i ence to a s s e s s  the -

po s s ibi l ity of  fu ture succe s s  in the regu l ar c las s room. Teachers from 

the two depar tments meet a t  regu lar interval s to di scu s s  daily progress 

of the ma instreamed s tudents . The g eneral thrust of the activities 

during the time the mains treamed chi ldren are pres ent is non-academic 

in na ture . Many large group activi ti e s  are conducted in whi ch the 

ch i ldren are requ ired to function without the indivi dual help they have 

received in the i r  Early Chi l dhoo d  c las sroom where the adultlstudent 

ra tio i s  1-3. If  the chi ldren can function in the l arge group s e t ting 

and are making academi c progres s  in the i r  Early Chi l dhood clas s they a r e  

reconmended f o r  regu l a r  kindergarten the fo l lowing s chonl year. The 

fina l dec i s ion i s  made by the spec i a l  educa tion teachers with the adv i c e  

o f  the teachers i n  the Ungraded Primary Depar tmen t .  

The schedu l ing f o r  mains treaming i s  p lanned by the teachers from 

the two depar tments . Each mains treamed chi ld spends two s e s s i ons p e r  

week i n  the regu lar c l a s s room. The s e s s ions vary in length from thirty 

minu te s to one hour depend ing on the par t i cu l ar activi ty .being conduc ted . 



Re fugee C la s s room.  The city o f  Decatur has  a growing refugee 

population from Sou theast Asi a .  A maj ority of the chi ldren in that 

population attend C entennia l  Lab Schoo l and two o f  thos e  chi ldren are  

mainstreamed into the Ungraded Primary Department.  

23 

The two boy s , aged s even and nine , who are mains treamed into the 

ungraded c la s s room have a lmost  no know ledge o f  the Engl i sh language . 

They have received no forma l education becau s e  thei r  fami ly has been on 

the run and in hiding much o f  the past four years . The boys are smal l 

in sta tur e  and s e em to f i t we l l  in the group o f  five and s i x  year- o l d  

chi l dren with whom they are ma instreamed . 

The primary reason from Centennia l ' s v i ew  for mains treaming the 

chi l dr en from the refugee c l a s s room i s  to exp o s e  them to the Eng l i sh 

l anguage . Chi ldren can l ea rn  a great dea l from thei r  peers and the 

l anguage development activitie s  conduc ted in the primary c l a s s room s e em 

particularly su i ted to the task. 

The refugee chi l dren are both mainstreamed into the same c l a s s ­

room s o  that they d o  not f e e l  comp l ete ly i so l ated . They are i n  the 

c las sroom dai ly from 10 : 1 5 to 1 1 : 30 ,  from 1 2 : 30 unti l 1 : 30 ,  and a l s o  

a t tend P . E .  and mu s i c  c la s s e s  wi th the primary group . The chi l dren s e em 

to enj oy coming and are eager ly awa ited by the o ther chi l dren in the 

c l as s .  Mo st importan t o f  a l l  i s  that they are  learning Eng l i sh .  
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S ECTION IV 

SUMMARY ,  CONCLUSIONS , AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

At the midpoint in its first year the Ungraded Primary Department 
I 

a t  C en tennial  i s  moving forward with purpos e .  The staff has worked many 
I 

long hours  deve loping a sy s
.
tema tic approach to the open c la s s room phi -

lo sophy . Al though i t  may s e em an extension of C entennial's  program ,  i t  

i s  s i gn i f ican t ly differen t in tha t i t  s a systema tic (leve l s  approach) 

and i t  requ i res a team effor t in grouping , planning , experimenting , and 

eva luating bo th pro gram effec tivenes s  and s tudent ac t iviti e s . 

On the fo l l owing page s , reconrnendations wi l l  be made concerning 

the four ac tiviti es d i s cu s s ed at l eng th in thi s  pape r .  The paper wi l l  

conclude with g enera l c omments concerning the Ungraded Primary Depart-

men t a t  C en tennia l . 

S tudent P l acemen t 

The sys tem developed for plac ement of s tudents  in the Ungraded 

Primary Depar tmen t was very succe s s fu l  for the 1 9 80 - 8 1  school  year . The 

proc e s s  d e s i gned for adj u s tive plac emen t was u s ed only twi c e  and worked 

effi c i en t ly .  The importan t i dea here  i s  tha t  there was a proce s s , 

c l early def ined , to u s e  for such adj u s tment.  

The p lacement sys tem uses te s t  da ta ,  s tuden t  eva luation , and pa s t  

performance .  I t  a l s o  invo lves  a human e l emen t in drawing u p  c la s s  l i s ts 

which g ives s ignificanc e to the fac t s  and figure s . 

Two po ten t i a l  weakne s s es of  the plac emen t proce s s  fo r beginning 

and trans fer s tudents are the early da te for the preschoo l screening and 
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the biased  opinions of  the paren ts who are supp lying much of the ini tial  

informa ti on .  Unfortuna te ly , bo th these  potential  weaknes se s  sti l l  exi s t . 

Preschoo l screening and kindergar ten reg i s tra tion for the 1981-82  scho o l  

year  wi l l  be at  the end of  1February , even ear l ier than i t  was done las t 

year . One po s i tive change i s  tha t some of the r eg i s tra tion and screen-

ing wi l l  be done a t  Cen tennial  by the Ungraded Primary staff ra ther than 

to ta l ly a t  the neighborhood  s choo l s .  The results wi l l  have more meaning 

for p lacement when the s taff  i s  working wi th mote than a l i st of score s . 

The prob l em o f  prej udiced  informa ti on supp l i e d  by parents  continu e s . 

The s taff wi l l  s imp ly have to educa te i ts e l f  to know the chi l dren mor e  

e f fec tive ly and u s e  the adj u s t ive placement proce s s  when needed.  

It  may we l l  be  tha t the two po tentia l  weaknes se s  are s imply tha t ,  

po ten tia l . The p lacement pro c e s s  thi s  year was very produc tive and 

effi c i en t .  Whi l e  continuing the pres en t  p lacement procedures i t  i s  

recommended tha t the staff continue  to l ook a t  ways to improve the 

p lacemen t o f  s tudents . 

Ins truc tiona l Program 

O f  the four ac tivi ti e s  d i scu s s ed in d e ta i l  in thi s  paper , the 

one mo s t  l ike ly to  undergo cont inued s c ru tiny and change is  the ins truc-
' 

t i onal program.  The ins truc tiona l program and curr i cu lum is  a cons tan t 

top i c  o f  di scu s s ion.  The s taff  eva lua tes , a s s e s s e s  changes ,  and r_ecom-

mends improvements in dai ly interac t i on and weekly depar tment mee tings . 

A s trong point o f  the C entenn i a l  program i s  tha t i t  i s  innova tive_, 

exper imenta l ,  f l exib l e , and changing wi th the times . 
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During the remainder of thi s  scho o l  year and in future years the 

staff wi l l  continue to s eek ways to improve instruc tion and make learning 

more effic i ent for chil dren. The early work s tarted thi s year to organ­

i z e  and s trengthen the ma th and reading curriculum will be carried on in 

the fu ture . I t  is recomnended that the staff deve lop a department-wide 

organi zation of the math program as done with the reading curri culum.  

It  i s recommended that a s  the s e  programs become stronger , the s taff l ook 

into ways of improving the curriculum in the areas of science , soc i a l  

s tudi e s , and l anguage . I t  i s  sugges ted that the d epar tment continue to 

give the d eve lopment o f  s e l f- di rection ski l l s  in chi l dren a high prio r i ty .  

During the workshop he l d  before the start o f  the scho o l  year the 

staff  deve loped progre s s  charts fot reading and ma th . The charts were 

needed becau s e  no such charts exi sted wi thin the district. However ,  the 

di strict  d i d  acquire reading progres s  charts dur ing the yea r  which con­

tained many of the a s pects of  the staff-developed reading chart. It wa s 

determined that comp l e tion o f  the s taff- developed reading chart woul d  be 

need l e s s  repetition and it was abandoned .  The math progres s  charts c on­

tinue  to be u s ed and are  meeting the need . 

Communications 

Communica tion ac tivi t i e s , both internal and externa l ,  have b e en 

highly succ e s s fu l . C ommuni cation between staff members has been active . 

Paren ts have been educa ted and we l l - informe d .  They perceive the s ta f f  

a s  personab l e , open ,  hone s t ,  and s incerely interested i n  the i � .chi l dr en .  

I t  i s  recommended tha t a permanent cha i rperson f o r  the departmen t 

be named for the 1 9 81 - 8 2  schoo l year . Ro ta ting the cha i rmanship has 
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achi eved i ts goal  of  equa l r e spons i bi l i ty bu t i t  i s  no t as eff i c i en t  in 

the long hau l . Becau s e  i t  wou l d  add tremendou s ly to tha t teacher ' s j ob ,  

i t  wou l d  be very nice for the d i s tr i c t  to reward the department ' s chai r­

person financ i a l ly as  i t  doe s  wi th s enior high department cha i rmen. 

The weekly mee ting s have been an exce l l en t  oppor tuni ty to d i s cu s s  

i s sues , deba te curriculum a l terna tive s , and a s s i s t  each o ther . I t  i s  

recommended tha t thes e  weekly mee tings be a permanent par t o f  the Un­

graded Primary Depar tment . 

Al though interna l communi ca ti ons  have been very good in the pres­

en t s e t ting , i t  cou l d  be improved if  the s ix s taff  members all  shared a 

common l unch period and had c l a s srooms on the s ame bui ld ing leve l .  Bu t 

a s  long as C entennial continues  to exi s t  in a renova ted 51  year- old  

j unior h i gh school , such a s i tua tion is  a luxu ry and not a requ i rement .  

External communi cation effor t s  have a l s o  been rewarded . The 

s taff  i s  preparing a t  thi s  t ime for recrui tment of s tudents for the 

1 9 8 1 - 8 2  s chool year . The s choo l app l ica tion has been revi s ed to ref l ec t 

the changes  in organi za tion.  

It  is  recommended tha t the s ta f f  continue those means of  forma l 

and info rma l  communications deve loped  during the pre s en t  school  year . 

I t  i s  highly recommended ( and an absolu te requi rement)  tha t when 

c la s s  l i s ts are typed for next year , grade l eve l s  be e l imina ted ! 

The deve lopment o f  be t ter eva lua tion devi ces  i s  a continu ing goa l 

o f  the entire  C entenni a l  s taff . The teachers of the Ungraded Primary 

Depa r tmen t bel i eve tha t the devices  u s ed thi s  year are an accura te ref l ec­

tion of the curri cu lum and phi l o sophy of Centennial . They are vi ewed as  

far superior  to  the di s tr i c t  report  card bu t c an a lways be improved .  



Mains treaming S tudents  

Mains treaming i s  here  to  s tay and wha t be t ter p lace for  i t  to 

occur than in an ungraded primary depar tmen t .  The chi l dren from the 

Early Chi l dhoo d  Depar tment have merged smoo thly into the f l exib l e  

curricu l um o f  the Ungraded Primary Departmen t .  
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I t  i s  recommended tha t the amount of time s pent in the regu l a r  

c la s s room b e  increa sed  f o r  the ma ins treamed s tuden ts . I t  i s  d i f f i cu l t  

to pred i c t fu ture s cho o l  succ e s s  ba s e d  on such l imi ted exposure to the 

"norma l"  c l a s s room. I t  i s  recommended tha t a l l  ma ins treamed chi l dren 

spend a minimum o f  four hours  a week in the Ungraded Primary c las s rooms 

nex t year . 

The Ungraded Primary Depar tmen t a l so s e ems the i dea l p l acemen t 

for the refugee chi l dren .  As  the i r  language deve lop s ,  they wi l l  have 

the oppo r tuni ty to move qui ckly through the content areas of the ear ly 

s cho o l  years . The bes t p lace to l earn the Eng l i sh l anguage i s  in a 

c l a s s room wi th Eng l i sh speaking chi l dren .  

The Ungraded Pr imary Depar tmen t 

The proc e s s  of  bui l d ing the Ungraded Primary Depar tmen t i s  by no 

means comp l e te bu t i t  ha s had a s o l i d  beginning . Having a sys tema ti c  

approach i s  cruc i a l  i f  there i s  to b e  continu i ty i n  the depa r tmen t from 

one year to the nex t .  Cen tennia l ha s a young s taff  and has trad i t iona l ly 

had a large turnover of  teache rs  from year to year . The average age  o f  

the presen t  Ungraded Primary s taff  i s  3 0  and a t  thi s  wri ting one- thi rd 

o f  tha t s ta f f  i s  pregnan t . F i l l ing s ta f f  vacanc i e s  in the fu ture wi l l  
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be a more eff i c i ent  proc e s s  becau s e  the po s i tion is more c l ea r ly def ined . 

App l i cants  wi l l  be ab l e  to s e e  exac t ly wha t they a re  app lying for and 

wi l l  know in wha t ways they can bes t contribu te . 

The e s tab l i shment o f  the Ungraded Primary Department i s  a l s o  s e en 

a s  a s trong point for a t trac ting young chi l dren and their  parents to 

Cen tennia l .  The po ten t i a l  pa th s  o f  s tuden t  progres s  are c learly def ined 

and parents  can de termine if thi s  i s  wha t they want for thei r  chi l d . 

In genera l , things have gone and are go ing we l l . 
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Append ix A 

C entennia l. Lab S cho o l  S tudent App l i c a tion 



C en tenni a l  Labo ra to ry S choo l 
1 500 Ea s t Cond i t  S tr e e t 
D eca tu r , I l l ino i s  6 2 5 21 
March 1 ,  1 9 80 

TO : Parents of  E l ementary S tudent  
in  Grades Kindergar ten- 5 th 

FROM: C en tennial Laboratory Schoo l 

SUBJECT : Admi s s i on o f  S tudents to 
C en tenni a l  - Genera l Descrip tion o f  Program 

Admi s s ion o f  S tuden ts 

Any e l emen tary s tu den t ( K- 6 ) res i d ing in Deca tur Di s tr i c t f61 i s  e l i ­
b l e  to a t tend C en tenni a l  Lab Schoo l . The labora tory schoo l o ffers an 
a l terna tive ins truc tiona l program a t  no cos t to D i s tr i c t  #61 parents . 
C r i ter i a  for s e l ec tion o f  s tudents inc ludes : 

1 .  Pro s pec tive parents interes ted in sending the i r  chi l dren to 
C en tennial  Lab S choo l should  vi s i t  the schoo l and d i s cu s s  the 
program wi th the princ i pa l  and /or s taff . Genuine intere s t in 
the program and sui tab i l i ty of the s tudent  to the program wi l l  
b e  pr ime fac tor s  in accep tance o f  app l i ca tions . 

2 .  As a magne t s choo l :  
A .  C en tennial  -wi l l  accep t s tu dents from a l l  e l ementary a ttendance 

cen ters  in the di s tric t in order to maintain a represen ta tive 
popu l a tion .  

B .  S tuden ts o f  a l l  l eve l s  o f  academic ap ti tude and educa tiona l 
achi evemen t wi l l  be acc ep ted . As much a s  pos s ib l e  an equa l 
number o f  g i r l s  and boys wi l l  be accep ted . 

Program D e s c r i p tion 

To gain a fu l l  unders tanding o f  the phi l o sophy and program o f  the 
l abora tory s cho o l  an appointmen t shoul d  be arranged wi th the princ i pa l 
( 424- 3180 ) and a vi s i t  to the s choo l s chedu l e d . A brief  ou t l ine o f  s ome 
key f ea tu r e s  of the program fo l lows to enab le  parents to a s c e r tain 
ini tial  intere s t .  

Individua l i za tion 

A ba s i c  goa l of  the C en tenn i a l  program i s  to provide each s tuden t  wi th 
an oppor tuni ty to deve lop a t  h i s  own pace and in hi s own s ty l e .  Empha s i s  
i s  p laced on c r ea tivi ty and p e rsona l i za tion o f  ins truc tion .  Ano the r  im­
portan t goa l i s  to encourage independent l earning . In a r i ch and i n te r­
e s ting env i ronmen t ,  oppor tuni t i e s  are provi ded for s tudents to choo s e , 
p l an , execu te , and eva lua te l earning ac tivi t i e s . S tudent  independence 
and respons ib i l i ty commensura te wi th ma tura tiona l l eve l , is  thu s encouraged . 

Curr i cu l a  

S tuden t s  a t tending the l abo ra tory scho o l  rece ive the s ame ba s i c ski l l s  
ins truc tiona l program (ma th ,  l anguage arts ) a s  i s  provided  by a l l o ther 
s choo l s .  S ta f f  members  are encouraged to emp loy innova tive  ma te ri a l s , 
techniques  and i deas in order to me e t  d iver s e  ind i v i dua l needs  and make 



l e a rn i ng an i n t e r e s t i ng end eavo r .  Po s i t i v e  a t t i tu d e  abou t s c h o o l and th e 
l earning proc e s s  i s  a p rimary goal . 

Intere s t  c en te r s  and /or s p ec i f i c  programs or ac tivi ti e s  in the a reas  of  
a e s the tic  educa tion ( mus ic , drama , ar t ,  movemen t ) , af fec tive educa t i on 
( s e l f- conc ep t  deve lopmen t ,  va lues  c lari fi ca ti on ,  persona l - soc i a l  inter­
ac tion ski l l s ) , career awarenes s , envi ronmental education , and ac tivi ty 
and proj ec t-o r i ented soc i a l  s tudies  and s c i ence units are a l l  offered a t  
C entennia l .  A ful ly equi pped ma th lab offers s tudents opportunitie s  to 
u s e  ma th  manipu l a tives , game s , and construct proj ects . 

Mu l ti - age c la s s  groups operate in whi ch s tudents are enc ouraged to 
partic i pa te in ind ividua l ,  sma l l  group and large group learning . 

The a l l - day kindergarten program o ffers chi ldren an opportunity for  
bo th academic readine s s  exp e r i enc e s  and many enri ching activi ties  whi ch 
prepare them for par t i c ipa tion in the grade 1-6 program. 

Parent Invo lvement 

Parent invo lvemen t i s  an importan t part  o f  the l ab s cho o l  program .  
Parent  conference s  he l d  tw i c e  year ly a im · a t  s e t ting s tuden t  goal s  and 
a s s es s ing s tuden t  progre s s .  Parent vo lun teers  may s e rve a s  tu tor s , 
c l erical  a i d e s , resourc e pers ons , s p ec i a l  proj ec t a s s i s tants and ma th 
lab and l ibrary he l p er s . I t  i s  expec ted tha t parents who have chi l dren 
in the program wi l l . provide s ome form o f  a s s i s tance and suppo r t .  

Transpor ta tion 

Schoo l d i s tr i c t bu s e s , c i ty bus s e rvi c e , and car poo l s  are a l l  po s s ible  
sources  o f  transpor ta ti on to and from s choo l .  �pec i f i c  informa tion i s  
ava i lab l e  by ca l l ing the s choo l s ecre tary { 424- 3 1 80 ) . 

Interes ted parents  shoul d  submi t the fol l owing app l i ca tion to the s choo l 
on or before May1 , 1 9 80 . Informa tion mus t  be comp l e te and a l l  � app l i ­
c an ts shou l d  s chedu l e  an intervi ew  with the princ i pal . Please  s end the 
comp l e ted forms to : 

Name of  S tuden t( s )  

Pa tri c i a  Ting l e , Princ i pa l  
C en tenn i a l  Lab S choo l , 1 500 E .  Cond i t S t . 
Deca tur , I l l ino i s  6 2 5 2 1  

Grade Leve l f o r  1 9 80- 8 1  

Parents Name Phone 

Addre s s  
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

Z ip  Schoo l 

Kindergar ten chi l dren shou l d  have been reg i s tered a t  the i r  ne i ghborhood 
s choo l  on March 4,  1 9 80 . 

Al l parents  of  s tuden t s  pres en t ly a t tend ing the s choo l mus t  submi t thi s  
app l i ca ti on .

· 
Enro l lmen t wi l l  be l imi ted to 340 s tudents . P l e a s e  r e spond 

immed i a tely a s  s taff ing ne eds  are de termined by s choo l popu l a ti on . 
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READING PROGRESS CHART 

NAME 
��������������� 

S PEC IAL CONS IDERATIONS 
������������������������������������ 

COMPLETED LEVEL ( 19 7 9 - 80 )  
����������-

DATE DATE ALTERNATIVE SUPPLEMENTARY TEACHER 
LEVEL BEGAN COMPLETED PROGRAM USED TEACHER COMMENTS PROGRAM USED S IGNATURE 

PREREADINESS 
S hape Books 

READINESS 
L e t ter Books 

BEG INNING READING 
L i p p inco t t A 

L i p p inco tt B 

Lipp inco tt  C 

G INN 4 

G INN 5 

G INN 6 

G INN 7 

G INN 8 
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Ma th Progr e s s  Char t 



NAME MATH PROGRES S CHART ����������������-

S p e c i a l  Cons i dera ti ons ����������������������������������������� 

COMPLETED DATE COMMENTS TEACHER S IGNATURE 

1 .  Pre-Readiness 

2 .  Read ine s s  
Hea th -

3 .  S c o t t  

Fo resman 

4 .  Hea th 

5 .  Sco tt  
Fo resman 

6 .  Sco t t  
Foresman 

7 .  Sco t t  
Fore sman 
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MATHEMAT I C S  OBJECT IVES 

1 .  G iven s e ts ( f ewer than five e l ements ) the pup i l can i dent i fy i f  
they are equiva l en t .  Given two non- equ iva l ent s e ts , they can 
iden t i fy the s e t  having � members and the one having fewer 
members . 

2 .  Given a s e r i e s  o f  p i c ture s , the pup i l  can identify the tal l e s t ,  
shor tes t ,  emp ty , ha l f , who l e , l ong , and sho r t .  

3 .  Pup i l s  can reproduce a g iven pa t tern i n  blocks o r  beads . 

4 .  Pupi l s  can reproduce c i rc l e s , s quares ,  triangles , and rec tang l e s . 

5 .  Given a s e t  o f  nume ra l s  0- 20 the pup i l  can i denti fy , coun t ,  and 
wri te them. 

6 . Pupi l s  can i d en t i fy and unders tand the concep t o f  "pai r . " 

7 .  Pup i l s  can count from 1 to 100 by one s . 

8 .  Pupi l s  can i d en t i fy p enny , nicke l , and dime . 

9 .  Given a s e t  p i c ture for a number ten through nine ty-nine , the 
pup i l  can ind i c a te the p lace va lue numera l for tha t number and 
name the d i g i ts  in the one s and tens p l ac e .  

10.  Given uni ts o f  measure for time , the pup i l can de termine and 
record time by the hour and ha l f-hour . 

11 . Given ora l and o rdina l  number s , the pup i l  can i d en t i fy the named 
number and say i ts ordinal name . ( 1 -10) . 

1 2 . G iven uni ts o f  mea sure the pup i l can i den t i fy the named memb e r  
and measure to the neares t c entime ter and inch.  

1 3 .  Given addi tion and sub trac tion combina tions ( sums through 1 2 ) , 
the pup i l  can de termine the r e spec tive sums and d i fferenc e s . 

1 4 . Given p i c tures o f  obj ec ts 0 through 9 9 9 , the pupi l can wri te the 
p lace va lue numera l , i d en t i fy the d i g i ts in one s , tens , and 
hundreds p l ac e .  

1 5 .  Givenaddi ti on and sub trac tion c ombina tions for numbers  0 through 
9 ,  the s tudent wi l l  know the respec tive sum or di fferenc e and be 
ab l e  to pas s the 5 minu te timed tes ts at 7 5% accuracy . 

16 . Given the add i t i on and sub trac tion a l gori thm for two number s 0 
through 9 9 , the pup i l can de termine the sum or d i f f erenc e wi th 
no renaming . 

1 7 . Given a c lockfa c e  wi th hands showing the hour , ha l f-hour , o r  
quar ter-hour , the l earner can name and wri te the time . 

1 8 .  Given a ca l endar and spec i f i ed da te , the learner c an loca te a 
g iven day the week before and the week af ter . 

1 9 . Given geome tric mode l s  or  s e ts o f  obj ec ts , the s tuden t  can i d entify 
1 /2 ,  1 /3 ,  and 1 /4 of  the region or the s e t .  

20 . G iven uni ts o f  mea sure for money , the pup i l can de termine and 
record u s ing the c en t  symbo l ( ¢ )  the va lue of a s e t  o f  co ins up 
to one do l lar ( penni e s , nicke l s , d ime s , quar ters , and ha l f­
do l l ar s ) .  



21 . G iv e n  l i ne s e gm en t s  and g e ome t r i c  f i gu r e s  and th e p r o p e r  mea s u r ­
ing d ev i c es , th e s tu d en t  c an d e termine th e mea s u r emen t o f  l i n e  
s egments  to  the neare s t cen time ter and the neare s t inc h .  

2 2 .  G iven equiva l en t  and non- equival en t  s e ts , the pup i l can expre s s  
the number r e l a tionsh i p s  u s ing ma thema tical  symbo l s , opera t i ons , 
and s entenc e s . 

2 3 .  Given a s tory prob l em s i tua t i on involving addi tion or sub tra c t i on 
( sums through 1 8 )  the pupi l  c an wri te an open ma thema tical s en­
tence and s o lve the probl em. 

24 . G iven a prob l em  wi th two 3-digi t numbers , the pup i l  can compu te 
the sum or  d i fferenc e wi th renaming . 

2 5 . Given any 4- d i g i t numera l ,  the pup i l can te l l  the va lue of  each 
d i g i t in the one s , tens , hundreds , and thousands p lace and wr i te 
the expanded no ta tion for tha t numera l . 

26 . G iven a geome tric  f i gure divi ded into hal ve s , thi rds , or four ths , 
the pup i l  can i den t i fy the par ts  and wri te the frac tional number . 

2 7 . Given a c lock , the pup i l can te l l  time to the neares t 5 minu te 
interva l . 

2 8 .  G iven mu l ti p l i c a tion c omb ina tions ( through 5 x 9 )  the pupi l c an 
wri te the respec tive produc ts . 

2 9 . Given a 2 o r  3 - d i g i t  d ividend and 1 - di g i t divi s o r , the pup i l c an 
de termine the quo t i en t  ( combina tions through 45 t 9 ) . 

30 . Given an obj ec t ,  the pupi l can measure i ts l eng th in c entime ters 
and /or me ter s and in feet and /or yards . 

31 . Given do l lar b i l l s  and a s e t  o f  penni e s , nicke l s , d imes , quar ters , 
and hal f - do l lars , the pup i l  can i d entify and wri te the va lue 
u s ing the symbo l s  ( $ )  and ( • ) . 
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To : Ung r a d e d  P r ima ry S ta f f  

From: J .  Henry 

WHAT ' s UNGRADED 

. IPR™ARY AT CENTENNIAL 

4 DEC 80 

Ungraded Primary S taff wi l l  mee t  at 3 : 1 5  today in Room 103 (Del ' s ) . 

Sugges ted agenda i s  a s  fo l l ows : 

1 .  News l e t ter 

2 .  Kdg .  Inventory She e t  

3 .  Ca l endar Da te s : 

a )  

b )  

c )  

Early Chi l dhood- - -January 1 5  

I l l ino i s  B e l l - - -January 8 a t  3 : 1 5  

H . O . P .  Program- - -Jan . 27  ( Tu e s . )  
Jean 9 : 1 5  
Jan 10 : 00 

4 .  Surp lus  Feas t Fund- - -J ean to divide 

and Jan. 28 (Wed . ) 
John 9 : 1 5 
Co l e  10 : 00 

5 .  Conference Repor t Shee t- - -P l ea s e  bring a copy o f  form you u s ed ! 

6 .  Room 103 

7 .  Room Pa inting and O ther Bu s ine s s  

t/ J .  Al l en P .  W i l l iams L C. W i l l i ams 

,/ D . F l oy d  ./ J .  Henry 

V P .  Ting l e  
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Dear Parents , 

Thi s  year the primary department a t  Centennial  wi l l  be  ungraded . 
The chi l dren wi l l  no l onger be grouped by grade , bu t by l evel s .  

In do ing thi s  we hope to : ( 1 )  provide f l exib il i ty o f  grouping s  
according t o  indivi dual need s ;  ( 2 ) provide a sys tem o f  continuou s  
progre s s  and evaluation o f  the chi l dren ' s needs ; ( 3 ) to reduce the 
prob l ems a s s oc i a ted wi th acc e lera tion and re tentio,n;  and ( 4) provid e  
each chi l d  wi th experi ence s  which wi l l  provi de  succe s s , s e l f - e s teem 
and we l l - rounded growth in a l l  area s . 

W e  feel  tha t thi s  program wi l l  prov i de an educa tion tha t i s  
tai l ored for the individua l needs o f  a l l  the chi l dren .  

The depar tment i s  d ivided into s ix homeroom groups  each o f  whi ch 
inc ludes chi l dren from mo re than one l evel . W i th teams o f  teachers 
working toge ther and the six teacher s mee ting regu l a r ly to planned 
agendas whi ch wi l l  p l an curriculum and a s s e s s  s tudent p lacement ,  we 
feel a more  cons i s tent program wi l l  r e su l t ,  as more a l terna tives 
wi l l  be open for each chi l d .  

A t  our S ep tember P .  T .  o .  Genera l Membership mee ting w e  wi l l  exp lain , 
in d e tai l ,  the workings o f  the program.  Pleas e  p lan to j oin us  for thi s  
very impor tant s e s s i on f o r  parents . 

W e  f e e l  tha t thi s  program wi l l  fi t wel l  wi th C en tennial ' s overa l l  
phi l o sophy o f  devel oping ideas , me thod s  and new a t ti tudes i n  l earning . 

S incerely , 

J�n Al l en (Mrs . )  

Del inea F l oyd ( Mrs . )  

John H enry 

Jean Lebo (Mr s . )  

Co l e  W i l l i ams 

Pa t W i l l iams (Mrs . )  
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1 0  S ep 1 9 80 

Dear Parents , 

Our f i r s t day o f  ful l  day a ttendance went wel l  and the days tha t 
fo l lowed have pas s ed wi thou t  probl ems . Thank you for your par t in 
helping ge t the year off to a . smoo th s tart.  

There are  a few prob l ems tha t I wou l d  l ike to  ge t taken care of  
before they grow .  Lunch money i s  55¢  per day . Mi lk money is  6¢ per  
day . I f  a chi ld pays for ho t lunch i t  is  no t nece s sary to  also  pay 
for mi lk.  If you s end money for your chi l d  wi th a chi ld  in ano the r  
room ,  p l ea s e  send me a no te . 

W e  wi l l  no t have a mi lk break during the day so  i t  i s  no t nec e s sary 
to s end extra mi lk money . However ,  we do have a long morning so  I 
wou l d  l ike to sugges t tha t we do take a break for cooki es . I wou l d  l ike 
each fami ly to take a turn in s ending a package o f  cooki e s  for tha t 
purpo s e . I f  you are no t wi l l ing to par t i c i pa te p lease  l e t  me know soon.  
I wi l l  arrange a s chedul e  for providing cooki e s  next week. 

W e  have been di scu s s ing j obs  in our c l a s s .  Each chi l d  i s  to b ring 
some thing about  h i s  or  her parent ' s j ob next Monday for Show and Tel l .  
I f  your chi l d  has a lready done thi s  i t  i s  no t neces sa ry to do i t  again . 

Nex t week I woul d  l ike each chi l d  to bring a p i e  tu re o f  himse l f  I 
her s e l f  be low the age o f  two . The pic tures  wi l l  be re turned safe ly 
when we f ini sh our uni t of s tudy . 

I f  you have any ques ti ons please  feel  free to c a l l  me • .  I f  any­
one wou l d  l i ke to  be Room Mo ther p l ea s e  let  me  know soon. 

S incere ly , 

11h- �o 
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Wha t ' s Ungraded Primary a t  C entenni a l  

The Ungraded Primary Depar tmen t i s  c lear ly where thing s a r e  hap p en­

a t C entennial . The month o f  November found a l l  the c la s s e s  s tudying 

Pi l grims , Indi ans , and Thanksgiving . The month of s tudy was cu lmina ted 

wi th a Thanksgiving Feas t on W ednes day , November 26 . The chi l dren in 

each room took respons ibi l i ty for preparing par t o f  the food . Every thing 

was de l i c i ous ! The chi l dren a t tended the Fea s t in cos tume and a good 

time was had by al l .  December finds the chi l dren s tudying a wide range 

o f  thing s . Inc luded in the current uni ts o f  s tudy are the Fami ly , 

Dino s aurs , Weather , Time , Printing , Ho l i days , Co lors , and Sharing and 

Caring . 

The Ungraded Primary S ta f f  spends the i r  spare time ( ? ) working for 

the improvemen t of  the educ a t i ona l program o f  the depar tmen t .  W e  mee t  

we ekly to d i s cu s s  curr i cu l um ,  technique s ,  prob l ems , and s o l u t i ons . W e  

remain open to your c ommen ts , c r i tic i sm ,  and prai s e .  

The ho l i day s ea s on i s  upon u s  wi th ful l  force . Ho l i day par t i e s  

wi l l  be he l d  the week o f  December 1 5- 1 9 . P l ea s e  do no t s end refre shmen ts 

unl e s s  you are spec i fical ly asked to do  so . Individua l rooms wi l l  be 

p l anning the i r  own par t i e s  and contac ting paren ts as needed .  

by John Henry 
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January 1 9 8 1  S tudent  Eva iua tion Devi c e  



A t tendanc e :  

Tardine s s :  

D e c a tu r  Pub l i c  S ch o o l D i s t r i c t  # 6 1  
C en tennia l Lab S choo l 

1 500  E .  Cond i t S t . 
Decatur , IL 6 25 2 1  

S tudent Eva lua tion 
for 

F i r s t Semes ter 1980-81 

Teacher :  John R.  Henry 

Date o f  Conference 
��������������� 

�����-

������ 

During the pa s t  few months ha s been a s tuden t  
i n  the Ungraded Primary Depar tmen t .  The curri cu lum o f  tha t depar tment 
has been d e s i gned to mee t  indivi dua l needs and provide  con tinuous p ro­
gres s .  The purpo s e  of thi s  evalua tion is  to  g ive you , parents and chi l d ,  
an accura te ref l ec tion o f  the progres s made and the present l earning 
l eve l . Thi s  device  describes  progr e s s as an individu a l  and i s  no t to be 
interpre ted as  a compari son be tween the chi l d  and any o ther chi l d  in the 
c la s s room.  

I .  THE LANGUAGE ARTS 

During the f i r s t s eme s ter the Language Ar ts curri culum has inc luded 
ac tivi t i e s  to bui l d  ski l l s  in Reading Readines s /Reading , Language , and 
L i s tening . 

A .  Read ing 

Reading Progre s s  Con tinuum 

PRE -

READ INES S READINESS 

00 
00 � 

� 0 
0 0 
0 � 

� 
� 

w w 
� � 
� � 

� w 
Cit � 

B EGINNING 
READING 

� 
� < � 
0 
o �  � 
� 0 0 

•.-! 0 0 
� �  � 
� 

•.-! 
� 

u 

� 
0 � � '° r-- 00 
0 

� z z z z z 
z z z z z 
H H H H H 
0 0 0 0 0 



T h e r e  a r e  many ap p r o a c h e s  to the t ea c h i n g  o f  r e a d i n g . E a c h  c h i l d  
may l e a rn b e t te r  f r om one a p p r o a c h  than f r om ano the r .  The r e fo r e , many 
d i f f e r en t  app roache s have been u s ed to deve lop r eading ski l l s . Al l 
c h i l d r en have been expo s ed to a phone tic  approach , a s i gh t  approach , and 
the Language Experi enc e approach . 

Eva lua tion Symbo l s :  
M - Mas tered L - Learning N - Needs Improvement 

Names capi tal  and lower cas e  l e t ters  in mixed order . ---�-
Re lates  l e t ter s ound to correc t symbo l s .  

B l ends separa te s ounds into a word . 

Unders tands wha t has been read . 

______ Knows s i ght  word vocabu lary F rog Fun . 

Reads Language Exper i enc e s tori e s . 

Teacher Comments : 

B .  Language 

Ac tivi t i e s  to deve lop  language ski l l s  during the f i r s t s eme s ter 
inc luded l anguage exper i enc e , indivi dua l ,  and group s to r i e s ; sharing ; 
d i c ta ti on ;  arid handwri ting . 

Pu ts though ts into word s . 

------- Dic ta te s  approp r i a te s en tenc e s  and /or s to ry readi ly .  

------ W ri tes upper and l ower c a s e  l e t ters  properly . 

Copi e s  dic ta ted s tori es .  

Wri tes f i r s t and l a s t name . ------

Par t i c i p a t i on in Sharing ( Show and Te l l ) 

Rare ly Some time s F requ en t ly 



I I I . S C I ENCE AND S OC IAL S TUD I E S  

Sc ienc e and Soc i a l  S tudi e s  ac tiv i t i e s  have given u s  a chanc e to 
l earn mo re abou t our se lves and the wor l d  abou t u s . In many ins tanc e s , 
thes e ac tivi t i e s  have been par t  of  reading , l anguage , sharing , ma th ,  or 
s imp ly being a member o f  a schoo l c las s .  

F i r s t s eme s ter uni ts have inc luded: 

W ea ther 
S ea s ons 
P l ants 
Ours e lves 

IV . MUS IC AND ART 

Our Fami l i es 
Occupa tions 
Pi lgrims and Indians 
Ho l i days 

The chi l dren have one ha l f -hour mus i c  c la s s  wi th Ms . Grap each 
week. They have worked on l i s tening ski l l s , rhy thm, movement ,  and 
l ea rning song s . In addi tion , we have 20 minu tes o f  mus i c  each day . 
The chi l dren are learning to enj oy mu s i c  and deve lop an apprec ia tion 
for d i fferent type s  of  mu s i c . We have given two concer ts thu s far and 
are curren t ly working on mu s i c  for a Spring conc er t .  

Enj oy s par t i c i pa ting i n  mu s i c  
---

Needs to become more invo lved 
---

Ar t ac tivi ties  g ive the chi l dren an oppo r tuni ty to deve lop 
crea tive expre s s i on.  We have u s e d  various  med i a  in our proj ec ts  thu s 
far in the s choo l year . Ac tivi ties  have been open ended to encourage 
individual .di fferenc e s . Cu t ting and co l oring to develop fine mo tor 
ski l l s  have been a fea ture of s evera l proj ec ts . The chi l dren a lways 
i l lus tra te the i r  Language Exper i enc e s tories . 

V .  PHYS ICAL EDUCATION 

Fo l lowing di rec tions and the deve lopment o f  gro s s  mo tor ski l l s  
have been maj or  aspec ts o f  the Phy s i c a l  Educa tion program under the 
d i rec t ion o f  Mr . Lu s ter . Chi l dren have par t i c ipa ted in ski l l  deve lop­
men t in such areas  as  running , skipp ing , ga l l op ing , to s s ing , ca tching , 
danc ing , movemen t ,  and organi zed  games . 

---

Teacher Connnen ts : 

Par ti c i pa te s  in P . E .  ac tivi t i e s 

A t tends add i t i ona l mo tor ski l l s  c la s s  



V I . S OC IAL- PER S ONAL DEVELO PMENT 

Dur ing the pr imary schoo l year s , chi l dren deve lop and r e f ine tho se 
soc i a l  and persona l ski l l s  tha t wi l l  be wi th them for the r e s t of  the i r  
l ives . They mus t  l ea rn to interac t wi th o thers in a varie ty o f  s i tua tions 
and in a manner tha t i s  cons i d ered accep tab l e . 

Coopera.tes wi th adu l ts .  Coopera tes wi th o ther s tuden ts . 

Never Usua l ly Always Never U sua l ly Always 

S ens i tive to o thers . Contro l s  noi s e  and behavior . 

Never Usua l ly Always Never U sua l ly Alway s 

V I I . SKILLS OF SELF-DIRECTION 

The Cen tenn i a l  Lab S choo l phi l o sophy is tha t  chi l dren are here 
to l ea rn more than fac ts and f i gure s . They are here to l earn how to 
l ea rn .  The abi l i ty to be s e l f- d i rec ting does  no t magica l ly appear when 
one reache s adu l thoo d .  I t  beg ins to d eve lop when chi l dren are given 
respons ibi l i ty for the i r  own ac tions . 

U s e s  time produc tively . U s e s  ma teri a l s  wi s e ly .  

S e l dom Some times U sua l ly S e l dom Some times Usua l ly 

Concen tra tes and a t tend s to task.  · works for qua l ity ,  not quantity .  

S e l dom Some times U sua l ly S e l dom Some times Usua l ly 

Works independen t ly .  Fo l l ows d i rec tions . 

S e l dom S ome times U sua l ly S e l dom Some times Usua l ly 

VII . GENERAL COMMENTS 

Teacher 

Princ i pa l  
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