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VEGAS, BABY
Students imitated favorite  
celebrities from past and  
present at a performance on 
Wednesday.

PAGE 3

BEST OF BOTH WORLDS
Hannah Miller juggled soccer, 
maintained a 4.0 GPA and was 
named to the second team 
Academic All-Region V.

Roberto Hodge
Multicultural Editor |@BertoHodge 

Students who may not traditionally be 
proficient in speaking English will  now 
be able to learn the language through in-
tense four-week sessions on the first floor of 
Thomas Hall in the newly opened language 
company center. 

Kevin Vicker, the director of international 
students and scholars, said getting The Lan-
guage Company on campus was a three-year 
process and has been a joint effort from his 
office, the International Education Council, 
and the administration of Eastern. 

Part of the process of bringing the compa-
ny to campus was having talks with adminis-
tration, interviewing companies to find one 
that fit with Eastern, and making sure those 
companies were accredited, Vicker said. 

“The idea is to help the students also 
(feel) welcome in Charleston, stay and get 
their degree,” Vicker said. 

Vicker said a center similar to this was 
on campus, but it was not sustainable and 
closed in 2004. He said faculty has been 
pushing for extensive English courses to 
meet the growing need from students. 

“It makes us competitive with other insti-
tutions,” Vicker said. 

Vicker said students who are proficient 
at speaking English could get involved with 
The Language Company from 3:10 to 4 p.m. 
on Tuesdays and Wednesdays for its Café 
Conversation Hour. 

Students participating in the hour could 
have informal conversations with those who 
do speak English, which is another way of 
helping them speak the language, Vicker 
said. 

The center’s goal is to provide intensive 
English courses that will prepare students for 
success in a university setting. It can also as-
sist students with housing. 

Brenda Robati, the president of The Lan-
guage Company, said it would provide Eng-
lish as a second language from a level of zero 
to whatever is necessary for them to suc-
ceed in graduate level studies in American 
schools. 

Students must go through nine levels, and 
for Eastern, students must have complet-
ed the ninth in order to be fully admitted; 
however, students who are not proficient in 
the langue to that level will be admitted on 
a “conditional” basis until they complete lev-
el nine. 

Robati said two students are currently in 
the lower levels of the program and they 
must complete a total of 32 weeks, which 

is 700 hours of instruction, and 25 hours a 
week in class in order to complete the ninth 
level.

Students will be able to take courses in 
reading, writing, grammar, speaking and lis-
tening. 

“It’s very intense,” she said. 
The students must apply, go through The 

Language Company and take a placement 
test, which is where they will find out what 
level they place. Level one is basic English 
survival skills such as asking for help, count-
ing and directions; level nine is a research 
paper on any topic of their choice, Robati 
said. 

Robati said students who complete the 
nine levels may also take advanced levels of 
English, which will prepare them for gradu-
ate school. 

Language center to help teach students English

Hunger issues portrayed through activities Forum to 
examine  
diversity

LANGUAGE, page 5 

By Roberto Hodge
Multicultural Editor  |@BertoHodge 

A 40-year-old Bangladeshi woman has to 
survive off $20 in order to feed her three 
children and husband. 

Sana lives in a rural area with conserva-
tive religious laws and cultural prejudices, 
which limit her opportunities as a woman. 

Sana was portrayed by Zach Booth, a 
sophomore communications studies, for 
the Hunger Banquet Wednesday in the 
Newman Catholic Center Basement. 

Booth said Sana goes out of her way to 
try and sustain her way of living. He said 
so far everything has gone decently, but he 
is unsure of how things would go when the 
children get hungry again, and that it is a 
never ending cycle. 

This is the first time Booth has come to 
the hunger banquet and it is an experience 
he was not ready for. 

“They’re not even eating (meals).  It’s 
just something to get you by—I’m eating 
three meals a day and they’re eating por-
tions,” Booth said. 

Booth said this event tel ls  a different 
story showing people must do whatever 
they can to get through life. He added he 
even had to steal to get food. 

“That’s  a lesson within itself,” Booth 
said. 

More than 100 students participated in 
the banquet, which had a Hunger Games 
theme with each marketplace stall being 
cal led a district and number. The stal ls 
went up to district eight each serving a 
different food such as fruit, chicken, or 
rice. Students who worked the stalls were 
dressed in garb similar to those who live 
in other countries such as head wraps and 
long thin skirts. 

Throughout the market, there were signs 
all over with hunger statistics; even a sign 
stating stealing would result in a $1 fine. 
Students who participated were also di-
vided into groups holding passports each 
with a different identity to portray for the 
night. 

For the hour, Ranjani, a 40-year-old In-
dian woman, was portrayed by Jay Gar-
field, a senior family consumer sciences 
major. Ranjani’s story was different than 
that of Booth’s character, Sana. Ranjani 

lives in a home with servants with her chil-
dren attending India’s best private schools 
with the hope of moving to the United 
States. 

Garfield said the banquet was not what 

he was expecting. He said he thought the 
event was going to be more education-
al than interactive. He said if he were not 
graduating he would have attended again.  

JORDAN GAY| THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Kelsey Flood, a sophomore kinesiology and sports major, with her newly bought 
bananas at the “Hunger is Not a Game” banquet Wednesday in the Newman Catholic 

HUNGER, page 5 

By Bob Galuski
Editor-in-Chief | @BobGaluski

In order to get a feel for the diversity cli-
mate on Eastern’s campus, and in the city of 
Charleston, the Diversity Committee of Stu-
dent Senate wants input from students, admin-
istrators and others. 

The input will be given during the “EIU Di-
versity Round Table” at 7 p.m. Tuesday in the 
Greenup Room of the Martin Luther King Jr. 
University Union. 

Throughout last week, committee members 
have been handing out surveys to Eastern com-
munity members to help gauge their feelings 
about diversity on campus. 

Questions such as “On a scale of 1-5, how 
diverse is Eastern?” and “Have you ever felt 
discriminated against or harassed on campus?” 
are available for community members to an-
swer in order to get the discussion going Tues-
day. 

Yazmin Rodriguez, the student vice presi-
dent of student affairs, said the forum would 
be an opportunity to see how the campus feels 
about its diversity. 

“It’s about finding diversity. We want to see 
students thoughts and feelings about the com-
munity,” Rodriguez said. 

Surveys will continue to be handed out from 
11 a.m. until 1 p.m. Thursday outside the 
Food Court of the Union. So far, 278 surveys 
have been filled out and handed back in. 

The committee also invited various groups 
on campus, which included the National Pan-
Hellenic Executive Board, the African Stu-
dent Organization, the Black Student Union, 
the EIU Society of Free Thought, EIU Pride, 
the Latin American Student Organization, the 
Muslim Student Association, the National As-
sociation for the Advancement of Colored Peo-
ple and the National Association of Colored 
Women’s Club: Women Changing Lives Chap-
ter. 

Rodriguez said LASO, the Black Student 
Union and Women’s Empowerment League 
were among the groups that had already re-
sponded back, saying yes to the invitation to 
the forum. 

DIVERSITY, page 5 
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Pick up tomorrow’s edition of The Daily Eastern News
to read all the latest in news, sports and features!
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•A theft was reported at 9:45 
p.m. Monday at the Martin Luther 
King Jr. University Union. The inci-
dent is under investigation

• A cannabis complaint was re-
ported at 8:24 p.m. Tuesday at 
Douglas Hall. The incident was re-
ferred to the Office of Student 
Standards.

Theft reported

on campus

By Bob Galuski
Editor-in-Chief | @BobGaluski

As Booth Library’s  “Revolu -
tionary Decade: Reflections on 
the 1960s” semester-long exhib-
it winds down, several professors 
delved into the influence of dif-
ferent genres of music throughout 
the 1960s. 

Throughout Wednesday’s pre-
sentation in the Witter’s Confer-
ence Room of Booth Library, pro-
fessors explored how music in dif-
ferent capacities still  influences 
the world today. 

Jazz: Divergence of Styles
It  took Andrew Cheetham, a 

trumpet professor, back to his ac-
ademic roots to discover that jazz 
branched off into four different 
sections throughout the 1960s. 

Jazz never really conformed to 
the certain precedents set by mu-
sic, and in the 1960s era, it was 
taken to a  whole new level ,  as 
it divided itself into four areas: 
straight-ahead, free jazz, avant-
garde and jazz-rock fusion. 

Of course the evolution began 
in the 1950s, as it was considered 
pop music until then, Cheetham 
said. 

It was there that jazz musicians 
took an interest in music for mu-
sic’s sake, he added. 

As a mirror against the society 
it evolved with, jazz in the 1960s 
tended to set  the  t rend in the 
realm of liberalism. 

Wo r k s  b y  C h a r l e s  M i n g u s 
showed this trend, Cheetham said. 

Mingus ,  a  ba s s i s t ,  u sed  the 
trend with works such as “Free-
dom” and “Fables  o f  Faubus .” 
Opening the piece “Freedom,” 
the audience hears the sounds of 
chains moving against the ground, 
reminiscent of slaves in chains. 

As the song progresses, it turns 
to be an evolution of the Civil 
Rights movement throughout the 
1960s. 

Likewise, Mingus also used jazz 
music to make a statement about 
Arkansas governor Orval E. Fau-
bus  who sent  in  the  Nat iona l 
Guard in 1957 in a move to pre-
vent nine African-American chil-
dren from being integrated into 
the  L i t t l e  Rock  Cent ra l  High 
School. 

Cheetham said this wave of mu-
sic by Mingus solidified him as a 
political activist within the 1960s. 

Cheetham also said Duke El-
lington inspired Mingus’ playing 
styles, with Mingus copying El-
l ington having his brass players 
play with plungers, the alto style 
reminiscent of Johnny Hodges, 
who in turn inspired Ell ington 
and Mingus would use the same 
style of improvisation as Elling-
ton. 

The  e f f ec t s  o f  non-Europe -
an approaches also began to take 
hold within that era,  which in 
turn lead to the interest in “World 
Music.” 

Cheetham said the evolution 
of jazz has stayed consistent since 
the 1960s, with the last trend be-
coming the latest. 

Telstar Sixties: Global Influ-
ence on American Pop

Newton Key  remembers  the 
first pop music album he ever re-
ceived. When he was 8 years old 

he got his hands on a copy of the 
Beatles’ “Second Album.” 

“ It  was  26  minute s  o f  pure 
pop,” he said, smiling. 

And as  the history professor 
grew up during the 1960s, he re-
members having a continual love-
hate relationship with pop music. 

But still the draw to pop music 
was there. Key remembers spend-
ing his days riding his bike to get 
different pop charts in 1969. 

“I probably had a serious def-
icit in my social circle,” he said, 
laughing. 

But  the  b i r th  o f  pop  mus ic 
came during 1958-1962, when 
rock ‘n’ roll died. 

Key said some scholars pinpoint 
the specific day as Feb. 3, 1959 
when a plane crash kil led Bud-
dy Holly, Ritchie Valens and J.P. 
“The Big Bopper” Richardson. 

And from the ashes, pop music 
rose. 

But looking at the globaliza-
tion influence of pop music, no-
body would believe a song about 
a communication satellite would 
take the top spot on the Billboard 
charts. 

But that’s exactly what the Tor-
nados’ “Telstar” did in 1962. A 
song from a British band, it let 
people embrace the future, Key 
said. 

It was also relatable. Key said 
the “cheesy,” almost as if it were 
made in a basement sound, helped 
people believe that they could do 
it too. 

And the globalization became 
c l e a r  when  an  Amer i c an  ve r -
sion put vocals to it, and it was 
redubbed in Spanish and German. 

L ikewi se ,  Soeur  Sour i re ,  o r 
“The Singing Nun,” produced a 
song called “Dominique” in 1963. 

The catchy tune helped propel 
the song to the top spots of the 
Billboard charts, Key said. 

As The Singing Nun became 
popular oversees, she began sing-
ing songs about more controver-
sial topics. “The Golden Pill,” a 
song advocating the use of birth 
control, was one song that lead 
her to be excommunicated from 
the church. 

Other artists such as Kyu Saka-
moto, with the song “Sukiyaki” in 
1963 and Millie Small with “My 
Boy Lollipop” in 1964 helped ex-
pand borders into America. 

But still, the British Invasion 
prevailed, and on April 4, 1964, 
the top five songs on the Billboard 
Hot 100 Chart were all songs by 
The Beatles. 

Key compared the global iza-
t ion of  pop music  dur ing thi s 
time to the Spaghetti Western era 
of films. When Italian films began 
getting money poured into their 
productions that all featured “a 
lot of shooting and more staring,” 
other film companies exported the 
idea. 

“The same was for The Bea -
tles,” he said. “The combo of dou-
ble bassists and drums were ex-
ported all over the place.” 

Influential British film scores 
of the 1960s

British films also took the world 
by storm in the 1960s, with five 
of the 10 winners of that decade’s 
Academy Awards going to British 
films, such as “Lawrence of Arabia” 
and “A Man for All Seasons.” 

Jemmie  Rober t son ,  a  mus ic 
professor, said he would focus on 
“mind-blowing sci-fi” for his por-
tion of the presentation, which 
centered heavily on Stanley Ku-
bric’s 1968 film, “2001: A Space 
Odyssey.” 

Robertson went through the mu-
sical history and controversy sur-
rounding the film. Kubric had a 
“Temp” Score ready while commis-

sioned composer Alexander North 
worked on the real score. However, 
Kubric loved the “Temp” Score so 
much, he discarded North’s. 

Robertson then played the open-
ing scene to “2001: A Space Od-
yssey,” dubbed with North’s origi-
nal composition and then the score 
used in the film so the audience 
could hear the difference. 

Robertson said people needed to 
look at the 1970s and 1980s to see 
the influence that music played. 

Fi lms  such  a s  “St a r  War s ,” 
which didn’t use a “Temp” Score, 
but was composed by John Wil-
liams, featured heavily from Ku-
bric’s film. 

Whi le  t echnica l  d i f f i cu l t i e s 
plagued Robertson’s presentation, 
he was still able to have a discus-
sion about the role music played in 
film series like James Bond. 

Booth Library’s exhibit will con-
t inue with “A Phoenix Ris ing: 
American Indian Activism in the 
1960s” at 4 p.m. Nov. 20 in the 
Witter’s Conference Room of the 
library, Room 4400. 

Bob Galuski can be 
reached at 581-2812 

or deneic@gmail.com.

1960s pop, jazz, film scores on display

A JA TAYLOR| THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS 
  Jemmie Robertson, a music professor and a teacher of the Jazz and Rock and Roll class, talks about the effects of 
music of the 1960's on today's music during the 1960's music lecture in Mary J. Booth Library.
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BINGO
@ The MOOSE Family Fraternity

615 7th Street
Non-members can play

* MUST BE 21 *
7PM TONIGHT

217-345-2012

$1.00 Drafts

Mock Interview Day | 9 AM - 3 PM
    Career Services; call 581-2412 for reservations

James Jones Lecture with Speaker Dan McMillan | 5 PM
    Holocaust presentation, Dounda Lecture Hall; free and open to the public

Entrepreneurship Week Speaker - Aaron Moore | 5 - 6PM
    Business lessons presentation, 2030 Lumpkin Hall; free and open to the public

Check out more upcoming events at www.dailyeasternnews.com

November 13, 2014 What’s Happening at EIU?

Do you need to get real work experience in healthcare, social/human services, 
psychology or related fields?  Are you a leader with an enthusiastic attitude who is 
always looking for ways to help others? Do you have a bit of college debt, or are you in 
need of some extra spending money?  Do you need a flexible work schedule to help 
you meet those needs?  CTF ILLINOIS is looking for you!  
 
Direct Service Personnel needed to assist individuals with developmental disabilities 
with daily living skills & individual goals in group homes in Charleston AND Mattoon. 
 
FT & PT flexible shifts available during early AMs, evenings, & overnights, must be 
available weekends and holidays.  FT positions are eligible for insurance benefits. 
 
Must be 18 years old w/ HS diploma/GED.  Requires successful completion of criminal 
background checks. Requires valid driver’s license with satisfactory driving record.  
 
Apply in person, or mail your application to: CTF ILLINOIS, Attention Melissa Moxley, 
6081 Development Dr. Charleston IL. 61920. We are located east of SBLHC on Loxa 
Road. HR fax: 217-348-8823. 
 
CTF ILLINOIS is a not-for-profit, Illinois-based organization providing supports and 
services to individuals with developmental disabilities.  www.ctfillinois.org  E.O.E. 
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@den_sports the latest EIU sports updates
@den_verge the latest in entertainment

By Samantha Middendorf
Entertainment Editor | @Samantha_EE

Janelle Monae was the wom-
an of the evening Monday, tak-
ing the grand prize of $300 home 
with her as she claimed the title 
of grand prize winner of Vegas, 
a University Board sponsored lip 
syncing competition. 

Janelle Monae, impersonated 
by Andrea Jenkins, took the stage 
with a high-energy choreographed 
dance.  

Jenkins added pizzaz to her per-
formance by having backup danc-
ers.  

The dancers accented the act 
and even threw balloons into the 
crowd.

UB Mainstage Coordinator Ty-
len El l iott  conceived the com-
petition opening up to a packed 
crowd with nearly every seat filled.  

They packed the Grand Ball-
room of the Martin Luther King 
Jr. University Union.  

Audience members roared in 
applause and exciement as each 
act was announced with a video of 
either an interview or music com-
pilation of the actual celebrity be-
fore the acts came on stage. They 
gossiped about each performer 
prior to their performance. 

Many audience members com-
plained about the length of the 
videos, yelling out phrases such as, 
“about time,” and “finally.”

The evening started with an act 

by Elvis Pressley, impersonated by 
Tanner Skym. 

Skym donned an all black out-
fit highlighted by a gold metallic 
jacket and shook his hips to famil-
iar Elvis songs shimming across 
the stage and even moving out 
into the crowd. 

The audience c lapped a long 
to the beats of the popular songs 
throughout the performance.

Beyoncé, impersonated by Sha-
merea Richards, appeared to be a 
crowd-pleaser. 

Mood lights surrounding the 
bal lroom flashed on and off  as 
Richards slowly moved up the cat-
walk with crowd singing along. 

“Hey, Miss Carter,” the audi-
ence screamed.

 Richards performed to medley 
of Beyoncé hits including “Parti-
tion,” “Flawless,” and “Single La-
dies.” She made sure to preform 
several signature moves like the 
some in “Single Ladies.”   

The personal touch of a stand-
ing fan that blew back the hair 
of Richards while she performed 
added a special effect that other 
performers did not have. 

 Her act also included strobe 
lighting adding an effect different 
from others.

Richards went full-force her en-
tire performance, which was evi-
dent when pieces of her wardrobe 
started to malfunction. 

 Her sky-high heels were off by 
the end of the number.

Other  per formances  inc lud-
ed a piano ballad by Alicia Keys, 
an intense choreographed medley 
of Ciara songs and a duo perfor-
mance by Trey Songz and Chris 
Brown impersonators.  

Performers were judged by East-
ern employees including Diana 
Ogbevire, graduate assistant for 
the Student Life Office, Darius 

Francis, UB chairman and Chris-
tine Kilgore, a graphic designer 
for marketing and creative 

services. 
The judges critiqued the per-

formers  based upon thei r  cos-
tumes, impersonation, lip-synch-
ing performance and overall per-
formance, ending with Jenkins as 
the winner despite the large ap-

plause to have the Ciara perfor-
mance win.

The next event for UB Main-
stage will  be “Karaoke and Co-
coa” at 7 p.m. Dec. 10th at 7th 
St. Underground.

Samantha Middendorf can be 
reached at 581-2812

 or semiddendorf@eiu.edu.

Student celebrities bring Vegas to ballroom

By Luis Martinez
Staff Reporter| @DEN_News

Student Senate has new four 
events in the works, with each 
planned to happen toward the end of 
the semester. The events will be fo-
cused on finals, student finances and 
livings, and brunch with Billy the 
Panther.

The first of the new bills present-
ed was for an event planned toward 
the end of finals week called “Finals 
DE-Stress Snacker,” which will focus 
on helping students deal with stress. 

Students will learn ways to man-
age their stress and be able to meet 

representatives from different centers 
on campus.

Cambreona Hendricks, the sen-
ate’s chair for academic affairs, was 
one of the authors of the bill.

“There’s going to be different rep-
resentatives from different centers,” 
Hendricks said. “They’re going to 
have information on study tips, fi-
nals prep, ways to de-stress.”  

The event is planned from 4 to 6 
p.m. Dec.10 and will be located at 
the Union Bridge Lounge, if it is ap-
proved.

Another event being planned is 
“Real World,” which was proposed 
by Business Affairs Chair Stephen 

Simpson. 
“The purpose of this is to get stu-

dents to think about their future fi-
nances,” Simpson said. “We’re trying 
to get someone from an insurance 
company, and someone to speak on 
behalf of student loans.”

If approved, the event is scheduled 
to occur on from 4 to 5 p.m. Dec. 
9 and will be aimed to get students 
thinking about their future finances 
after they graduate, such as getting 
an apartment. 

The event would also touch on 
ideas such as insurance and savings, 
with the goal being to get students 
to think about their own future fi-

nances. 
The Student Senate is also plan-

ning on starting a “Pay It Forward” 
campaign, which is a worldwide 
movement with the purpose of pro-
moting friendships among people by 
doing nice things for one another. 
This event has no set date as of yet.

Speaker of the Senate Courtney 
Sage said the event would be much 
like the film of the same name. 

“Basically what it is, is that if you 
do something good for someone, 
then they’re going to do something 
good for the next person.” Sage said. 
“It’s going to help with campus uni-
ty,”

The final bill on the senate’s agen-
da was “Brunch with Billy.” 

This holiday-themed event would 
be aimed toward the families of 
Charleston, who would be able to 
participate in a variety of events, in-
cluding crafting, inflatable bowling 
and a “Frozen” sing-a-long. 

Billy the Panther would also be 
participating in the event. The event 
is set for from 1 to 3 p.m. Dec. 13 
and will be in the University Ball-
room, if approved.

Luis Martinez can be
reached at 581-2812 or

 lpmartinez@eiu.edu.

Senate plans new events for end of semester

A JA TAYLOR| THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS 
 Tanner Skym, a freshman history major, impersonates Elvis at the Vegas event Wednesday  at Grand Ballroom in 
the Martin Luther King Jr., University Union.  
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Reading something with the words 
“Support Our Troops” on it always leaves 
me with a weird, brainwash-ey taste in 
my mouth.  

After Veterans Day on Tuesday, I 
couldn’t help but wonder whether peo-
ple really understood the rhetoric they 
were using. 

Veterans deserve recognition, and 
more importantly, they deserve fair 
access to the services they need from 
institutions like schools and health facil-
ities.

Even if the government is just using 
them like pawns in a sadistic chess game, 
that doesn’t mean it should be able to 
continue disempowering them when they 
return home.

However, many people use that gen-
eral sentiment as an excuse to blindly 
swallow and regurgitate pseudo-patriotic 
phrases without considering their impli-
cations—and they think they’re honoring 
veterans by doing so.

But it gets worse than bumper stick-
ers, as the propaganda has now found 
fertile breeding grounds on the Internet.

Every now and then, that same image 
pops up on Facebook, reading “We 

owe illegals nothing; we owe our veter-
ans everything.” I know; I have terrible 
friends.

The problem with phrases like this, 
though, is that they deflate very broad, 
complicated social issues down to a sim-
ple slogan that is difficult or impossible 
to refute or to question.

Implying that even the consideration 
of reforming immigration system into 
one that’s fair and productive, that treats 
“illegals” as real people is equivalent to 
completely abandoning the country’s vet-
erans is not only an illogical assertion, 
it’s patently absurd.

But no one is going to argue against 
absolute reverence for veterans; that 
would be unpatriotic and heartless. 

Simply saying “Support Our Troops” 

is not inviting the public to think at all. 
It’s a command. If someone disagrees, 
they are inconsiderate of the sacrifices 
soldiers make.

The thing is, I want support for veter-
ans that come home and need things like 
job skills, therapy or a place to live. 

I don’t support imperialism, our cul-
ture glorifying violence and death, or our 
country unnecessarily interfering in for-
eign wars.

Not only can politicians hide them-
selves away while the generals gather in 
their masses, they can also hide from 
criticism by diverting people’s atten-
tion to the soldiers using an emotional 
appeal, even though the soldiers are not 
the ones making the decisions.

I doubt anyone would stick a ribbon 
on their truck that says “Support Our 
Foreign Policies.” 

That might require a little more 
though— or worse, start a debate.

Stephanie Markham is a junior journalism 
major. She can be reached at 581-2812 or 

samarkham@eiu.edu.

Stephanie Markham

‘Support the troops’: an empty catchphrase

STAFF EDITORIAL

The daily editorial is the majority opinion of the editorial board of 
The Daily Eastern News.

An ode to my lackluster 
immune system, Pt. I 

If there is one thing that drives me 
absolutely bonkers, it is being sick.  Even 
worse, though, is being sick while you are 
at school.

I confess—I’m currently writing this 
while lying in bed underneath four blan-
kets, and let me tell you, I am not having 
a good time.

Being sick while at school is horrible 
for multiple reasons.  Allow me to explain.

First of all, it is hard enough being sick 
when you’re home with your family.  It’s 
even harder to have to deal with whatever 
the heck your body is doing alone. 

 What kind of medicine do I take?  
If I take said medicine and vomit after-

wards, can I take it again?  
Who is going to buy me soup when I 

cannot leave my apartment?
Should I go to class?  Will my professor 

allow me to make up my exam if I cannot 
make it to class?

These are the questions that haunt me.
And this may be just me, but I have an 

irrational fear of being alone when I’m 
sick.  Who is going to take care of me?  
What if I pass out and no one is here to 
save me? 

Then there are classes.  Even if my pro-
fessors dismiss me from class, I still have 
to consider the amount of work that it will 
take to make up the work.  

I know that every student I know has 
mounds of homework piling up before the 
end of the semester.

I myself have a huge group project, big 
finals that I absolutely need to ace and 
many other design projects to complete.  
Even missing one day of classes will hurt 
my class progress.  And even all of that 
work doesn’t include my multiple jobs on 
campus.

It seems to me that I am constantly 
sick.  No matter how hard I try to kick a 
cold, it always seems to turn into a sinus 
infection or an acute respiratory infection 
or bronchitis.

In the past, I’ve been known to strep 
throat pretty often.  So, naturally, I had 
my tonsils removed.  A few weeks lat-
er, I had strep throat AGAIN.  I went to 
an ear nose and throat doctor to see what 
was going on, and it turns out, not only 
do you have tonsils in the back of your 
throat, but you also have them in the back 
of your tongue.  You’ve got to be kidding 
me.

The moral of the story is, don’t under-
estimate your immune system.  It is out to 
get you.  And also, don’t be afraid to pas-
sive aggressively tweet out your sorrows 
when feeling less than great.  It will make 
you feel better.  Promise.

To prove a point, I’ll quote myself.
“@Samantha_EE: SOS someone please 

deliver soup and warm hugs to my apart-
ment because being sick and by your lone-
some is not very fun.”

Be kind to your immune systems, every-
one.  If you’re lucky, they might consider 
sparing your sanity.

Samantha Middendorf is a sophomore journalism 
major.  She can be reached at 581-2812 or semidden-

dorf@eiu.edu

During a panel hosted Monday at Eastern by the Nation-
al Association for the Advancement of Colored People, issues of 
racial profiling and citizen’s rights were discussed.

It’s a sad day in America when the relationship and trust 
between minorities and police officers is so tarnished that con-
versations “what can I do to protect myself from unlawful 
searches” are even necessary. But, and unfortunately, that seems 
to be where we have spiraled toward as a nation.

It’s an issue we’ve spoken at length about before, and will 
sadly probably have to address again.

And yet, this is not just a conversation that should be had in 
with regards to profiling or racism. As Jay Ferguson, an attor-
ney from Mattoon, said during the panel, “you wield a much 
mightier sword than you may realize or appreciate.”

By that, Ferguson was asserting the common citizen has far 
more rights than many people ever care to realize or investi-
gate—a rather interesting trend considering our collective ado-
ration of anything related to the United States Constitution.

Sadly, it often seems many Americans are either confused or 
wholly ignorant to the power they wield not just with respect to 
police seizure, but also in accordance with the Bill of Rights as 
a whole. 

For a country that so fervently boasts itself the “land of the 
free,” it’s surprising so many of us are unable to distinguish or 
articulate what rights and protections we’re afforded under our 

governing documents. 
According to a study conducted by the Newseum Institute 

this summer, only one percent of Americans can name all five 
rights protected under the First Amendment.

Yes, you read that correctly: only one percent of Americans 
can name one subset of rights afforded under one of ten amend-
ments listed in the Bill of Rights. That’s not just embarrass-
ing—it’s downright frightening.

Every few times a year, it seems, it becomes necessary to sit 
adults in this country down and explain to them what does and 
does not account a violation of their Constitutional rights. 

Last year, we delightedly had to explain to a shockingly-large 
portion of this nation that, no, Phil Robertson and his “Duck 
Dynasty” cohorts do not have a Constitutional right to a tele-
vision show. And, yes, while spouting some antiquated, homo-
phobic trump line is protected from federal censorship, your 
boss is well within their rights to fire you for vocalizing opinions 
tbetter fit for the middle-20th Century.

Our point is that it’s sometimes embarrassing the level of 
comprehension many Americans have of their rights. This 
isn’t just something you’re taught in grade school that you can 
afford to forget (you know, like Math or cursive). It’s an inte-
gral part of American democracy, and one worth knowing. 

Being the  ‘land of the free’ means knowing rights

Samantha Middendorf
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By Athenamarie Demeros
Staff Reporter  | @DEN_News

Eastern alum and Prairie City 
Bakery owner Bill Skeens shared his 
failures and successes in starting a 
business Wednesday night as a part 
of Entrepreneurship Week. 

His first business at Eastern start-
ed at the front desk of Thomas Hall 
when dorm director Terry Webb 
needed to raise funds for residence 
hall programs. 

Skeens then opened “Skeens En-
terprises” and sold peanuts, pop-
corn and taffy apples to other resi-
dence halls and fraternities. 

While growing up and later get-
ting his bachelor’s degree in busi-
ness, Skeens had an array of busi-
nesses he tried out, including a lem-
onade stand, a newsstand, a checker 
cab driver and “Rent-A-Claus.”

Skeens founded Prairie City Bak-
ery in 1994 in Vernon Hills after 
leaving his job of 16 years at Sara 
Lee Bakery; the first product he and 
his partner Bob Rosean sold was 
“Muffin Tops.”

In its first year, Prairie City Bak-
ery sold $384,000, and its sales for 
2014 have reached $31.5 million, 
according to the presentation.

Skeens encouraged the audience 
and said anybody could start a busi-
ness. 

“The most important thing to 
start a business is a customer and 
someone willing to pay you,” he 
said. “Without a customer and 
someone willing to pay you, you 
don’t have a business, you have a 
hobby.”

Skeens said before his product 
became successful, he learned the 
importance of having a clear selling 

proposition and always listening to 
the customers.

“The customer ‘votes’ with their 
wallets,” Skeens said. 

He said his motivation comes 
from his passion for the customers, 
the fear of failure and the delight of 
success.

Skeens’ products are sold at the 
food court in the Martin Luther 
King Jr. University Union, as well 
as Walgreens, Starbucks, Red Rob-
in, Amtrak and the PGA tour.

Skeens said every business has to 
start somewhere, and entrepreneurs 
need to have faith in themselves to 
make it happen.

“Your business doesn’t have to be 
big, just be the best,” he said. 

    
Athenamarie Demeros can be 

reached at 581-2812 
or ademeros@eiu.edu.

JASON HOWELL | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Eastern alum Bill Skeens talks with Mark Hudson, director of Eastern Housing and Dining Services, before Skeens’ 
presentation during Entrepanuership Week on Wednesday in the Lumpkin Hall Auditorium.

Entrepreneur gives business tips

Currently, 15 schools in the na-
tion are participating in this under 
the company and most are in the 
Midwest and East Coast regions of 
the United States. 

With the center just opening and 
having two students admitted, only 
one instructor is teaching, but the 
group hopes to get more as students 
come. 

Lauren Schuberth, an English as 
a second language instructor, said 
teaching students how to speak the 
language is a great way to get in-
volved with different types of cul-
tures. 

Schuberth said she spent three 
years over seas before coming back 
to the United States, and one of the 
hardest parts about teaching Eng-
lish to other students is the pronun-
ciation and enunciation. She added 
even explaining to students what a 
noun and adjective is a challenge be-
cause not only does she have to ex-

plain what those words are, she has 
to define what they mean. 

“It makes classes interesting when 
people are so different from one an-
other,” Schuberth said. 

Schuberth said not only will she 
teach them about the English lan-
guage, but also about American cul-
ture and life skills. 

Charles Asche, the director of The 
Language Company, said the cen-
ter will also help students experience 
college life with trips to the movie 
theater , larger cities and Wal-Mart. 
Ashe said the group has already 
made a trip to the Lincoln cabin.

“Eastern has been very welcom-
ing,” Asche said. “We try to give 
(students) a slice of life in terms of 
the Charleston community, Eastern 
and larger cities.” 

Roberto Hodge can be 
reached at 581-2812 

or rlhodge@eiu.edu 

» LANGUAGE CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Jenna Ebeling, a junior fami-
ly consumer sciences major, was 
in Garfield’s group, and like him, 
this was her first time attending 
the banquet. Ebeling said some 
are luckier than others being both 
into families with wealth and then 
others are not, some may be blind 
to this sort of thing before partici-
pating in the event. 

“It was a nice experience,” Eb-
eling said. 

Both Garfield and Ebeling said 
the event put hunger and poverty 
in perspective showing that some 
may be more fortunate than oth-
ers. 

Roy Lanham, the director of 
Newman Catholic Center, said de-
spite getting the food out for the 
event a little late, it was a great 
turn out. Lanham said he also en-
joyed when those who stayed sat 
down and had a meal together. 

“I’m excited about the fact that 
when they come they are together 
with people they don’t know and 
(must) f igure out how to l ive,” 
Lanham said. 

Lanham said he believed from 
the banquet, the students realized 
what it is like to live off of $7, 
which is not enough. He added 
the difficulties is not having food, 
but getting resources to have ac-
cess to the food. 

“I firmly believe that nobody 
wants a hand out. I believe every-
one wants the access to get their 
own food,” Lanham said. 

Studen t s  who  a t t ended  the 
event  could a l so donate .  They 
made $69.61 with Dirty’s Bar and 
Grill as their sponsor. 

Roberto Hodge can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or rlhodge@eiu.edu . 

» HUNGER CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Rodriguez also said administrators 
such as President Bill Perry and Dan 
Nadler, the vice president for stu-
dent affairs, were also scheduled to be 
there. 

“I presented it at the Board of 
Trustees, and they assured me they 

would be there,” she said. 
While there have been Town Hall 

meetings and recently last week’s 
“Coffee Hour” dedicated to discuss-
ing the racial climate on campus, Ro-
driguez said the whole forum would 
be all encompassing of diversity. 

“It doesn’t only relate to race,” she 
said. “It expands to everyone, with 
questions on the survey talking about 
gender and age, too. It’s a different 
approach.” 

Rodriguez added that during the 
two-hour forum, it would be possible 

to discuss solutions to whatever diver-
sity problems students see on campus. 

“It’s a two hour thing; I’m sure it’ll 
come up,” she said. 

If proven successful, Rodriguez said 
it was definitely something she would 
want to have continue on, even as ear-

ly as next semester. 
“Even if whoever the new Diversity 

Committee chair is doesn’t want to do 
it, I’ll try and take it over,” she said. 

Bob Galuski can be reached
at 581-2812 or deneic@gmail.com.

» DIVERSITY CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
Va r i o u s  o n - c a m p u s  g r o u p s  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  a r e  s c h e d u l e d  t o  a p p e a r  a t  f o r u m  f o c u s i n g  o n  E a s t e r n ’s  a n d  C h a r l e s t o n ’s  d i v e r s i t y  c l i m a t e  Tu e s d a y



Little was taken out with 
a little more than four min-
utes left in the first quar-
ter against the Racers, but 
Dameron said he was back 
in practice on Tuesday.

“ We  d i d n’t  w a n t  h i m 
to run full out, but he did 
practice,” Dameron said.

The Panthers  have  the 
No. 2 rushing attack in the 
conference that is averaging 
325.8 yards per game. East-
ern has three of the top-10 
rushers in the OVC, with 
Little leading the way for 
the  Panther s  wi th  100.8 
yards per game. 

Eastern quarterback Jalen 
Whitlow was slowed down 
compared to his  previous 
numbers in the running de-
par tment against  Murray 
State ,  but  Dameron sa id 
that  i s  opening  up more 
room for his running backs.

Desp i te  the  succes s  o f 
Jacksonville State’s defense, 
which also has the No. 1 
scoring unit in the OVC, 
giving up 11.8 points per 
game, Dameron said East-
ern does have the chance to 

exploit some of the Game-
cocks’ aggressiveness.

“They’re very aggressive 
at  l inebacker playing the 
run, so hopefully you can 
get them on some play-ac-
t ion passes  and things of 
that nature,” he said. “Be-
ing a 4-3,  quarters  team, 
they don’t  have real  hard 
edges on the outside, so you 
should be able to get to the 
perimeter a little bit.”

The Panthers sport  the 

top offense in the confer-
ence, averaging 551.2 yards 
pe r  game ,  wh i l e  s co r ing 
44.2 points per game.

Adam Gristick has been 
in the middle of a lot ac-
tion for Eastern’s  defense 
this year, as the senior line-
backer has 72 tackles, sec-
ond behind Kamu Grugier-
Hill’s 74.

Gristick is one of the se-
niors who have been in sev-
eral battles against Jackson-

v i l l e  State  and he  knows 
how challenging Saturday’s 
road game will be.

“ It ’s  a lways  a  phys i ca l 
game with them,” he said. 
“They’re physical and we’re 
going down to their place. 
It’s two Goliaths going at it 
for the conference. We’ll be 
ready.”

Aldo Soto can be  
reached at 581-2812  

or asoto2@eiu.edu. 
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For rent
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217.345.RENT (7368)www.unique-properties.net 

Don’t Miss Out!  Let us show you your new apartment today! 

So Many Locations!    Amazing New Floor Plans!  

 All Inclusive Pricing!   Pet Friendly!   
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Village Rentals - 2015-2016, leasing 
student housing. Newly remodeled 
1 & 2 BR apts. Water & trash includ-
ed. 2-4 BR houses close to campus 
and pet-friendly. 217-345-2516 for 
an appointment.
www.charlestonvillagerentals.com
_______________________11/14
BOWERS RENTALS - SPRING SE-
MESTER Only 1 left! Very nice 1-3 
BR Duplex! Close to campus!  Dis-
counted rates! Call or text
217-345-4001  eiuliving.com
_______________________11/21
BOWERS RENTALS - FALL 2015   
Whether you’re looking for a 1 BR 
apartment or a 6 BR house, we have 
a home for you! Prices starting at 
$300 per month! Great locations! 1 
minute walk to Lantz! Call or text 
217-345-4001.  eiuliving.com
_______________________11/21
2-3 bedroom homes close to cam-
pus.  217/345-5037
www.chucktownrentals.com
_______________________11/21

Brian’s Place Sports Bar-Hiring bar-
tenders and waitress. Must be 21. Ap-
ply at 2100 Broadway, Mattoon.
234-4151
_________________________11/14
Help-Wanted: Part-time assistant for 
in-home child care. Call 345-5744.
_________________________11/14
Part-time server and kitchen help 
wanted. Hunan Restaurant in Mattoon. 
217-234-4855. 
_________________________11/21

For rent

4 bedroom home.  $250/person/
month.  217/345-5037
www.chucktownrentals.com
_______________________11/21
5-7 bedroom homes.  $300/person/
month.  217-345-5037
www.chucktownrentals.com
_______________________11/21
Leasing Now: Fully Furnished 1, 
2,  3 BR apartments and 4 BR 
house Pet friendly, some utilities 
included. Lincoln Ave and Divi-
sion St locations. For additional 
information call 508-6757 
_______________________11/21
3 BR Apts., 820 Lincoln Ave, 1 blk 
from EIU, stove, fridge, Microwave, 
dishwasher, W/D, New carpet and 
paint. Parking Included, water & 
trash pd. 348-7746
_______________________11/21
For 2015 - 1, 2, 3, & 4 BR Apts. Car-
lyle Apartments. 348-7746
_______________________11/21
January 2015 - 1 BR Apts., all appli-
ances & W/D. Trash pd.
www.CharlestonILApts.com
348-7746
_______________________11/21
2 BR Apts. as low as $285/person, 
All appliances some with dishwash-
er, washer/dryer, or garage. Trash 
pd some with water pd. As close as 
3 blocks to campus 348-7746
www.CharlestonILApts.com
_______________________11/21
Awesome 3 BR Townhouse. Call 24 
hours for details, 630-505-8374
_______________________11/21
EIUStudentRentals.com
217-345-1815
_______________________11/21
FOR 2015-2016:  VERY NICE 1-8 
BEDROOM HOUSES AND APART-
MENTS.  1/2 BLOCK TO 3 BLOCKS 
FROM CAMPUS.  CALL
217-493-7559.  myeiuhome.com  
_______________________11/21

For rent

FALL 2015: 3, 4, & 5 BR houses. Close 
to campus. Includes all appliances 
and garbage. Call or text
217-649-6508. keslerodle.com
_________________________ 11/21
Properties available on 7th St. 5 or 6 BR 
houses, Studio, 3, or 4 BR Apartments. 
Most utilities paid on apartments. Call 
(217) 855-8521.
_________________________ 11/21
Leasing for Fall 2015 has begun!  1, 2, 3 
BR/ 4 great locations.
www.TRICOUNTYMG.com
217-348-1479
_________________________ 11/21
WALKING DISTANCE TO BUZZARD - 
1, 2, 3, 4 BD APTS 1812 9TH, FALL 
2015/ 3 BD. 1205 GRANT, AVAILABLE 
DEC. 2014.
sammyrentals.com. CALL OR TEXT
217-549-4011 OR MESSAGE
217-348-0673.
_________________________ 11/21
MELROSE & BROOKLYN ARE NOW 
LEASING FOR 2015-2016 Fully fur-
nished, private bathrooms, balcony, 
W/D in each apt, internet, cable, park-
ing and trash included in rent.  Why live 
in the expensive dorms another year 
when it costs LESS to live in the nicest 
apartments in town?  Call for more info! 
217-345-5515
melroseonfourth.com
_________________________ 11/21
AVAILABLE JANUARY!  Huge luxury 
apartments, corner of 4th and Polk, at 
discounted price! Fully furnished, pri-
vate bathrooms, W/D, internet, cable, 
parking and trash included.  Room-
mate matching available! Call for a 
showing before they’re gone! 
217-345-5515
melroseonfourth.com
_________________________11/21
Available for Fall 2015- 3, 2 and 1 bed-
room apartments and duplex.
RCRRentals.com 217-345-5832
_________________________ 12/11

For rent

Available Fall 2015: 1025 4th St. 5 
BR, 2 full baths, 2 half-baths, wash-
er and dryer. (618)670-4442
_______________________12/12
3, 4, 5 Bedroom houses available 
for 2015-2016 school year. Call
217-962-0790. Appliances included.
_______________________12/15
AVAILABLE AUGUST 2015 GREAT 
LOCATION, one block from cam-
pus, 4 and 6 BEDROOM HOUSES. 
Please contact us for more informa-
tion. 217-348-8249
www.ppwrentals.com
_______________________12/15
AVAILABLE AUGUST 2015 Studio, 
1,  2,  & 3 bedroom apartments. 
Great locations!
ppwrentals.com   217-348-8249
_______________________12/15 
AVAILABLE JANUARY 2015 A stu-
dio apartment,  located in “The 
Fields.” ppwrentals.com
217-348-8249
_______________________12/15
5 bedroom house, 1836 11th, $325 
each A/D, W/D, D/W, partial cov-
ered large patio. 217-345-3273
________________________1/13
4-6 bedroom house,  1521 2nd, 
$325 each. A/C, W/D, off street 
parking. 217-345-3273
________________________1/13
6 bedroom house includes a studio 
cottage for 1 (6 total) 1906 11th, 
$350 each. Large yard and patio, 
A/C, D/W, W/D. 217-345-3273
________________________1/13

Love DENt
h

e

follow us on twitter

@den_news

@den_sports

@den_verge

Kettler professional grade ping pong 
table with accessories. Excellent condi-
tion. $250. 217-549-3972
__________________________ 11/14

JASON HOWELL | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Eastern’s defensive line during the Panthers’ 48-26 win over Murray State on Saturday at 
O’Brien Field.

» D-LINE CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8
Eastern football leads the Ohio Valley Conference in 551.2 yards of total offense and scores 44.2 points per game



Drake has been the No. 1 target 
since the start of the season, when the 
Panthers were experimenting with An-
drew Manley and Whitlow in a dual-
quarterback system.

But after three games, Dameron 
made the decision to go with Whitlow 
as the starter and since then Eastern 
fans are getting accustomed to hearing 
“touchdown Adam Drake from Jalen 
Whitlow,” reminiscent of “Garoppo-
lo to Lora.”

Since Ohio Valley Conference play 
began against Austin Peay on Sept. 20, 
Drake has made 45 receptions for 720 
yards and 10 touchdowns. All three 
stats lead OVC receivers.

“He makes my job a lot easier,” 
Whitlow said.

The Kentucky transfer, who strug-
gled through the first three games 
of the season, throwing four inter-
ceptions and zero touchdowns, has 
thrown 14 touchdown passes and only 
one interception in conference play.

Drake’s production has not dipped 
at all this season, having the second 
highest receiving yards per game aver-
age (115.3) and the fourth highest av-
erage in receptions per game at 7.7 in 
the entire FCS.

But there is no doubt that Eastern’s 
running game has created more oppor-
tunities for the Charleston native.

“For the most part because we do 
run the football so well, Adam gets a 
lot of 1-on-1 coverage and he’s able 
to take advantage of that because he’s 
such a good route runner,” Dameron 
said. “He’s faster than what you think 
he is and he’s got fantastic hands.”

Those fantastic hands were on dis-
play Saturday at O’Brien Field, where 
Drake caught 11 passes for a season-
high 176 yards, scoring two more 

touchdowns. In the first half alone, 
Drake had eight catches, 144 yards 
and a touchdown.

“He’s a good receiver,” Whitlow 
said. “He does everything right. He’s 
a leader, he works hard and he’s a guy 
you want on your team.”

Drake has had 100 or more receiv-
ing yards in six of Eastern’s 10 games 
this season and has caught two or 
more touchdowns in four of the Pan-
thers’ last five OVC games.

Eastern had its best offensive output 
against Murray State, which the Pan-
thers defeated 48-26, as Dameron saw 
close to 700 yards of offense and the 
most plays run this season.

“It’s incredible how efficient the of-
fense has become,” Dameron said. “I 
mean, 342 rushing, 312 throwing, 14-
of-20 on third down. The (third) most 
plays we have ever had 104 plays, 654 
yards. We’re just really excited what 
the offense is doing right now.”

Drake converted three of those 
third downs, including a third down 
and eight with 2:49 left in the first 
quarter, when Whitlow connected 
with the senior for a 46-yard touch-
down pass.

With the 654 yards of offense 

against the Racers, Eastern jumped 
over Jacksonville State for the best of-
fense in the OVC, averaging 551.2 
yards per game.

Dameron praised his offense, which 

leads the conference in scoring at 44.2 
points per game. After a 1-5 start to 

the season, Eastern is now 5-5, follow-
ing four consecutive conference wins.

“I’m really proud of their progress,” 
Dameron said. 

Coupling his season-best 176 yards 

against Murray State, with his season-
best three touchdowns against Tennes-
see Tech the week before, Drake has 
a combined 17 receptions, 329 yards 
and five touchdowns in the past two 
games.

In the Panthers’ 41-10 win against 
the Golden Eagles on Nov. 1, Drake 
was able to beat man-coverage for a ca-
reer-long 90-yard touchdown.

“He’s been able to tale advantage 
of that 1-on-1 coverage and Jalen has 
gotten better as far as his accuracy is 
concerned,” Dameron said.

Whitlow has gotten more accurate, 
especially in the OVC, where he is 

completing 68.8 percent of his passes.
But the junior quarterback knows 

that even when he can’t put the ball 
exactly where it needs to be, Drake 
will be around to make the grab.

“You can throw it out of the end 
zone and he’ll make the catch,” Whit-
low said. “You can throw into the 
stands and he’ll make the catch. He 
runs good routes, he gets good body 
position, has great ball skills. There’s 
nothing else to say about that. He 
shows it on the field every Saturday.”

Aldo Soto can be reached
at 581-2812 or asoto2@eiu.edu.
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Red-shirt senior wide receiver Adam Drake is brought down during the Panthers’ 48-26 win over Murray State on 
Saturday at O’Brien Field.

8-1 , 6-0 (OVC)5-5 , 5-1 (OVC)

EASTERN ILLINOIS
VS.

NO. 3 JACKSONVILLE STATE

3 P.M. | SATURDAY
BURGESS-SNOW FIELD  

JACKSONVILLE, ALA.
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By Bob Reynolds
Staff Reporter | @BobReynoldsDEN

The Eastern women’s basketball team 
will start its season looking like a brand 
new team.

The Panthers have eight new players, 
including six freshman and two transfers.

Most notable is freshman Grace Len-
nox from Australia, who said the team 
chemistry, has improved from day one.

“We have a lot of new players this year, 
so we had a great deal of work to do in 
the beginning,” she said. “Through work-
ing with our coaches, we have been able 
to find each other more in scrimmag-
es, learn who should be taking the most 
shots and where to give them the ball. I 
still feel like we have further to improve.”

The Panthers finished 12-16 last sea-
son and 7-9 in the Ohio Valley Confer-
ence and were knocked out of in the first 
round of the conference tournament by 
Eastern Kentucky and this season their 
non-conference schedule is not easy.

Northwestern from the Big Ten and 
Florida State from the ACC are the two 
teams the Panthers will play for sure.

They will possibly play Arizona State 
from the Pac 12, depending on how the 
tournament goes at Arizona State.

Second-year coach Debbie Black un-
derstands how tough the Panthers non-
conference schedule is.

“We need to grow each game,” she 
said. “We have to get better each game. 
We are going to make some mistakes, but 
it is always how you handle those mis-
takes. That is what we are going to need 
to work on.”

The Panthers will have five non-con-
ference games at home and eight on the 
road. Eastern had a 3-10 record away 
from Lantz Arena last season.

With the season getting underway on 
Saturday, Lennox said she has nothing 
but high expectations for the team.

“I have never seen any of the competi-

tion before,” she said. “However, I always 
put high expectations on myself and my 
teammates, so I believe that if we stick to-
gether, run the ball, use our strengths and 

be the best defensive team, then we can 
win the conference.”

Last season, the Panthers only had two 
players coming off the bench that played 

substantial minutes in Erica Brown and 
Arnisha Thomas.

Black said, there is a big difference be-
tween this year’s team and last year’s team.

Bob Reynolds can be
reached at 581-2812

or rjreynolds@eiu.edu.

Panthers start season with young team
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Jacksonville State’s sophomore guard Destany McLin tries to block Danielle Woolfolk, a freshman guard, as she attempts to throw the ball inbounds to 
former Eastern forward Taryn Olson Jan. 12 in Lantz Arena.



By Dominic Renzetti
Assistant Sports Editor | @domrenzetti

For Hannah Miller, a 4.0 GPA 
did not come by sitting around 
watching Netflix all day. It came 
through hard work and dedication.

Miller,  who just finished her 
third season as a member of the 
Eastern women’s soccer team, was 
named to the second team Aca-
demic All-Region V, as voted on by 
the College Sport Information Di-
rectors of America.

A junior family and consumer 
sciences major with a concentra-
tion in family services, Miller cur-
rently has a 4.0 GPA.

“I’m not one of those people 
that would go watch Netflix and 
stuff,” she said. “I’d rather spend it 
studying or reading something for 
class, I guess.”

For Miller, a native of Fishers, 
Ind., it doesn’t come as much of a 
challenge, mainly because she en-
joys what she does.

“I think just being in the ma-
jor that I’m in, I like it, so I think 
it makes it a lot easier,” she said. 
“Just being in classes that I like and 
where you actually want to learn 
the stuff, so it makes it a lot easi-
er to pass.”

Though still unsure about what 
she wants to do after graduation, 
Miller’s experience with children 
has led her to want to head in that 
direction.

A camp counselor for the past 
two years and now the vice presi-
dent of the Big Brothers/Big Sisters 
at Eastern, Miller said she enjoys 
working with kids and now with 
the soccer season wrapping up, 
she’ll have more time to dedicate.

“Last year I saw it at one of the 
fairs and I got involved,” she said. 
“This summer I got matched with 
a girl here in Charleston.”

Miller said she tries to work as 
a mentor, role model and friend 
to her “little sister,” who she has 
known for a few months now. The 
two go bowling or play basketball 
or other activities around Charles-
ton.

Miller said balancing school-

work as well as being a college ath-
lete takes the right attitude.

“I’m just not lazy,” she said. 
“I always do my work. I study 
really hard for tests. I make 
notecards for everything. 
Sometimes it helps to try 
and teach it to somebody 
e l se .  Just  be ing on good 
terms with the professor, 
making sure they know who 
you are, because I feel like that 
helps, if you miss class or some-
thing, they know you.”

It also doesn’t hurt that she’s on 
a team with a cumulative GPA of 
3.57, the highest of any women’s 
sports team at Eastern and second 
highest of all teams.

Miller said the study tables ath-
letes use to keep up with their 
schoolwork helped tremendously, 
as well as having teammates to help 
along the way.

“Sometimes we’ll take classes 
together to hold each oth-
er accountable, that 
always helps,” 
she said.

Mill-
e r  a l s o 
ge t s  ad-
vice 
from 
her 
coach, 
Jason 
Cher-
ry.

“He’s 
t o l d  u s , 
‘make sure  you s i t 
in the front of the 
room, make sure you 
know your  profes-
sor, make sure they 
know you’re an ath-
lete,’ and I  think 
those things help,” 
she said.

Before the team’s 

f i r s t  Ohio  Va l l ey  Confe rence 
match against Southeast Missouri, 
each player had the opportunity 
to invite a professor to be honored 
before the match.

Miller selected FCS professor 
Christina Yousef, who she said she 
had two classes with.

“I really liked her, she’s so nice,” 
Miller said. “Her two sons played 
soccer, so she was really excited.”

Miller said sometimes other peo-
ple don’t always know what an 
FCS major is, but she tries to ex-
plain that her major is about help-
ing others.

“People think that it’s just cooking 
because that’s what it was called in 
high school, but I’ll explain the oth-
er things like hospitality, dietetics,” 
she said. 

“I think the whole major is just 
helping people.”

Miller finished the season 
with three goals and two as-

sists.
The Panthers didn’t 

make  the  pos t - s ea -
son tournament, but 

Mi l l e r  s a i d  g e t -
ting an academ-

ic honor is still 
something to be 

proud of.

“It’s just nice be-
cause  obv ious ly  we 
didn’t do as well in soc-
cer, but it’s just nice that 
I’m doing well with my 
grades and getting rec-
ognized with that.”

Dominic Renzetti can be 
reached at 581-2812 or 

dcrenzetti@eiu.edu.

T O P  R E C E I V E R  I N  T H E  F C S

By Aldo Soto
Sports Editor | @AldoSoto21

When Eastern hired offensive coor-
dinator Greg Stevens in January, the 
Panthers were able to see that his of-
fense ranked near the top of the coun-
try in rushing yards last year at South-
eastern Louisiana.

For red-shirt senior wide receiv-
er Adam Drake, who had a breakout 
season in 2013, making 85 receptions 
for 1,305 yards and 13 touchdowns, 
he could have thought that his num-
bers would take a bit of a dip this sea-
son.

First-year coach Kim Dameron 
made it clear early on that his team 
would have a run-first mentality, un-
like last season, when Jimmy Garop-
polo led Eastern’s passing attack that 

accounted for 63.2 percent of the 
Panthers’ offense.

Dameron’s philosophy and Ste-
vens’ playbook, along with the run-
ning of ability of Jalen Whitlow and 
a plethora of running backs have led 
Eastern to the No. 8 rushing offense 
in the country, averaging 250.3 yards 
per game.

Yet, through 10 games, Drake finds 
himself as the nation’s leader in re-
ceiving yards, with 1,153. 

Don’t tell Dameron that you have 
to throw it over and over and over 
again to put up elite numbers.

“I’d say that people who think that 
you have to throw it all the time to 
have good receiver play that this de-
bunks that a little bit,” Dameron said.
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@DEN_Sports tweet of the day: #EIU men’s basketball opens its regular season at Missouri State at 7:05 p.m. Friday in Springfield, Mo.

Miller finds success off the field

Receiver flourishes in running offense
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Hannah Miller, a forward for the Eastern women’s soccer team, 
was named to the Second Team Academic All-Region V Team.

Women’s soccer 
player earns All-
Academic honors

By Aldo Soto
Sports Editor | @AldoSoto21

Jacksonville State is the only foot-
ball team in the Ohio Valley Confer-
ence that is allowing less than 100 
rushing yards per game this season. 

The reason? The four defensive 
linemen who have been dominating 
the line of scrimmage, holding op-
posing teams to 97.3 rushing yards 
during conference play.

“Their D-line is the best part of 
their defense,” Eastern coach Kim 
Dameron said.

At 6-0 in the OVC and 8-1 over-
all, the Gamecocks are only allowing 
2.9 yards per carry.

In its win at Eastern Kentucky, 
Jacksonville State surrendered 100 
rushing yards to the Colonels, who 
average more than 200 yards per 
game.

“They’re really good up front,” 
Dameron said. “Their defensive tack-
les and defensive ends are big and 
fast. They get off blocks. They’ve 
dominated physically up front.”

Dameron said the Gamecocks’ de-
fensive line reminds him of Ohio’s, 
which helped the Bobcats’ defense to 
contain Eastern’s running backs to 
31 yards on 11 carries, as the Pan-
thers lost 34-19 on the road on Sept. 
27.

Eastern did not have the services 
of Shepard Little during that loss, as 
the junior was still recovering from 
an ankle injury.

Heading into Saturday’s game at 
Jacksonville State, Little’s availability 
is not 100 percent certain, but Dam-
eron said he feels good about the 
running back, who tweaked a ham-
string Saturday against Murray State.

“Shep is going to be all right,” 
Dameron said. “We were really 
cautious with him because of that 
type of injury, but it wasn’t a tear 
it just cramped up on him a little 
bit. I think he was feeling a little 
tight before the game for whatev-
er reason.”

J-State
yields
powerful
d-line

D-LINE, page 6
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