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Awards Ceremony   April 14, 2011
Introductions and Opening Remarks
Ms. Madeline Landes, President of the Graduate Student Advisory Council 
Dr. William L. Perry, President  |  Dr. Blair M. Lord, Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs
Ashley Gumbel, Graduate Student Dean |  Dr. Robert M. Augustine, Dean of the Graduate School
Barry Griffin, President, Black Graduate Student Association                                    
 
Distinguished Graduate Student Awards
College of Arts and Humanities
Announced by Dean Bonnie Irwin

Margaret Crowley- Art
 Presented by Mr. Chris Kahler
Dustin Smith- Communication Studies                                                         
 Presented by Dr. Olaf Hoerschelmann
John Stromski- English
 Presented by Dr. Ruth Hoberman
John Goldsworthy- History
  Presented by Dr. Lynne Curry
Lori Henderson- Historical Administration
 Presented by Dr. Nora Pat Small
Pamela Machala- Music
 Presented by Dr. Marilyn Coles

Lumpkin College of Business and Applied Sciences
Announced by Dean Mahyar Izadi

Greg Poznic- Business Administration (On-Campus)         
 Presented by Dr. John Willems
Collin Anderson- Business Administration (Off-
Campus)  Presented by Dr. John Willems
Jill Barnes- Dietetics
    Presented by Dr. Karla Kennedy-Hagan 
Michelle Roberts- Family & Consumer Sciences                   
 Presented by Dr. Lisa Taylor
Isaac Sandidge- Gerontology                     
 Presented by Dr. Jacquelyn Frank
Aaron Melton- Technology (On-Campus)                     
 Presented by Dr. Deborah Woodley
Edward Karr- Technology (Off-Campus)                      
 Presented by Dr. Deborah Woodley
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College of Education and Professional Studies
Announced by Dean Diane Jackman

Justin Schuch- College Student Affairs
                     Presented by Dr. James Wallace
Fred Washburn- Counseling
                     Presented by Dr. Angie Yoder
Mary Diener- Educational Leadership (Master’s)
                     Presented by Dr. John Dively
Lance Landeck- Educational Leadership   (Specialist’s)
                     Presented by Dr. John Dively
Marissa Wright- Elementary Education (Master’s)
                     Presented by Dr. Linda Reven
Melissa Helregel- Elementary Education (Teacher Cert.)
                     Presented by Dr. Linda Reven
Dominic Morais- Kinesiology and Sports Studies  
 Presented by Dr. Brent Walker
Stephanie Woodley- Special Education
                     Presented by Dr. Kathlene Shank

College of Sciences
Announced by Dean Mary Anne Hanner

Andrew Durso- Biological Sciences          
 Presented by Dr. Jeff Laursen
Keerthi Chandra- Chemistry           
                           Presented by Dr. Svetlana Mitrovski
Kristina Decker- Clinical Psychology          
 Presented by Dr. Anu Sharma
Kate Harrington- Communication Disorders & Sciences 
 Presented by Dr. Tina Veale
Bernard Faller- Economics     
 Presented by Dr. Linda Ghent
Nathan Averbeck- Mathematics    
 Presented by Dr. Keith Wolcott
Trisha Sluder- Math Education Option   
 Presented by Dr. Marshall Lassak
Brett Block- Natural Sciences     
 Presented by Dr. Andrew Methven
Nathan Polak- Political Science    
 Presented by Dr. Ryan Hendrickson
Bridget McKenna- School Psychology   
 Presented by Dr. Assege HaileMariam
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Williams Travel Grants
Announced by Dr. John Willems, Member, Council on Graduate Studies; Chair, Travel Grants Committee; Graduate Coordinator, 
Business Administration 

Fall 2010 Recipients
Jeanna Antrim, Communication Disorders and Sciences
                    Faculty Mentor- Dr. Gail Richard       
Lynne Barcus,  Communication Disorders and Sciences                           
                    Faculty Mentor- Dr. Tina Veale
Shannon Brucker, Counseling                           
                    Faculty Mentor- Dr. Heidi Larson 
Kristina Decker, Clinical Psychology 
                    Faculty Mentor- Dr. Amy Brausch
Kelsey DePew, Communication Disorders and Sciences
                    Faculty Mentor- Dr. Tina Veale 
Chandra Feltman, Clinical Psychology
                    Faculty Mentor- Dr. Amy Brausch
Sarah Gaines, Dietetics
                    Faculty Mentor- Dr. Jim Painter      
Brittany Gaydosh, Dietetics
                    Faculty Mentor- Dr. Jim Painter
Paul Gray, Kinesiology and Sports Studies
                    Faculty Mentor- Dr. Brent Walker
Andrea Hadley, Clinical Psychology
                    Faculty Mentor- Dr. Amy Brausch  
Mara Hampton, Communication Disorders and Sciences
                    Faculty Mentor- Dr.Tina Veale
Zhenghong Hou, Business Administration
                    Faculty Mentor- Dr. Jay Shinde
Jiwon Lee, Counseling
                    Faculty Mentor- Dr. Heidi Larson
Bridget McKenna, School Psychology
                    Faculty Mentor- Dr. Kristin Johnson-Gros
Jisun Park, Clinical Psychology
                    Faculty Mentor- Dr. Keith Wilson
Danessa Perdieu, Counseling
                    Faculty Mentor- Dr. Heidi Larson
Jinger Rumbaugh, Gerontology
                    Faculty Mentor- Dr. Jacquelyn Frank
Isaac Sandidge, Gerontology
                    Faculty Mentor- Dr. Jacquelyn Frank          

Fall 2010 Recipients, continued
Kaitlin Skwir, Dietetics
                     Faculty Mentor- Dr. Karla Kennedy-Hagan     
Jenna Szybowicz, Communication Disorders and Sciences

Faculty Mentor- Dr. Rebecca Throneburg
Kathleen Trainor, Communication Disorders and Sciences
                     Faculty Mentor- Dr. Rebecca Throneburg                   
Fred Washburn, Counseling
                    Faculty Mentor- Dr. Heidi Larson
Laura Welsh, Communication Disorders & Sciences
                    Faculty Mentor- Dr. Tina Veale
John West,  Biological Sciences
                    Faculty Mentor- Dr. Robert Colombo

Spring 2011 Recipients
Crystal Abbey, History                                            
 Faculty Mentor- Dr. Ed Wehrle
Andrew Durso, Biological Sciences                      
                 Faculty Mentor- Dr. Stephen Mullin 
Peter Foster, Political Science
                     Faculty Mentor- Dr. Richard Wandling
Chelsea Fuelling, Clinical Psychology                                           
 Faculty Mentor- Dr. Wesley Allan
John Goldsworthy, History
                     Faculty Mentor- Dr. Ed Wehrle
Jennifer Hudson, English
                     Faculty Mentor- Dr. Fern Kory
Monica Karsai, Clinical Psychology
                     Faculty Mentor- Dr. Wesley Allan
Christopher Kernc, History
                     Faculty Mentor- Dr. Ed Wehrle
Mohammed Abdul Khan, Biological Sciences
                     Faculty Mentor- Dr. Kai Hung
Tom Kiely, History
                     Faculty Mentor- Dr. Ed Wehrle
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Hamand Society of Graduate Scholars
Announced by Dr. David Raybin, Co-Chair, Council on Graduate Studies Hamand Board
Medallions presented by Dr. Blair M. Lord, Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs

Andrew Durso- Biological Sciences
Dominic Morais- Kinesiology and Sports Studies

Justin Schuch- College Student Affairs
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Spring 2011 Recipients
Andrew Durso, Biological Sciences
                Faculty Mentor- Dr. Stephen Mullin
Jie Luo, Biological Sciences
                Faculty Mentor- Dr. Scott Meiners
Cassi Moody, Biological Sciences
                Faculty Mentor- Dr. Robert Colombo
Isaac Sandidge, Gerontology
                Faculty Mentor- Dr. Jacquelyn Frank
Jason Stuck, Biological Sciences
                Faculty Mentor- Dr. Robert Colombo
Luxshani Thangarajah, Chemistry
                Faculty Mentor- Dr. Gopal Periyannan
JohnWest, Biological Sciences
                Faculty Mentor- Dr. Robert Colombo      

Spring 2010 Williams Travel Grant Recipients, continued

Kimberly Kolweier, Communication Disorders and Sciences Rashelle Spear, English
                  Faculty Mentor- Dr. Tina Veale    Faculty Mentor- Dr. Fern Kory
Jonathan Matthews, History     Luel Tekle, Business Administration
                  Faculty Mentor- Dr. Ed Wehrle    Faculty Mentor- Dr. Ingyu Chiou
Laura Mondt, History      Holly Thomas, Political Science
                  Faculty Mentor- Dr. Ed Wehrle    Faculty Mentor- Dr. Ryan Hendrickson
Oindrila Paul, Biological Sciences     Sanja Trtanj, Clinical Psychology                                 
                  Faculty Mentor- Dr. Steven Daniel    Faculty Mentor- Dr. Wesley Allan                  
Nathan Polak, Political Science     Kenneth Webb, English   

Faculty Mentor- Dr. Ryan Hendrickson   Faculty Mentor- Dr. Fern Kory  
Dustin Smith, Communication Studies    Dustin Yocum, Gerontology  
                  Faculty Mentor- Dr. Olaf Hoerschelmann           Faculty Mentor- Dr. Jacquelyn Frank    

Research/Creative Activity Grants
Announced by Dr. John Dively, Member, Council on Graduate Studies; Chair, Research Grants Committee

Fall 2010 Recipients
John Anderson, Biological Sciences                  
 Faculty Mentor- Dr. Michael Menze  
Brian Brausch, Counseling
               Faculty Mentors- Drs. Heidi Larson & Angela Yoder 
Shannon Brucker, Counseling
                Faculty Mentors- Drs. Heidi Larson & Angela Yoder
Andrew Durso, Biological Sciences
                Faculty Mentor- Dr. Stephen Mullin
Douglas Ginder, Biological Sciences
                Faculty Mentor- Dr. Zhiwei Liu
Kate Harrington, Communication Disorders and Sciences  
                Faculty Mentors- Dr. Rebecca Throneburg and 
    Mr. Frank Goldacker 
Allison Lang, Biological Sciences
                Faculty Mentor- Dr. Eric Bollinger
Jiwon Lee, Counseling
                Faculty Mentors- Drs. Heidi Larson & Angela Yoder
Oindrila Paul, Biological Sciences
                Faculty Mentor- Dr. Steven Daniel
Bryan Rolfsen, Biological Sciences
                Faculty Mentor- Dr. Jeff Laursen
Jenna Szybowicz, Communication Disorders and Sciences
                Faculty Mentors- Drs. Rebecca Throneburg and 
                                                                  Lynn Calvert   
Kathleen Trainor, Communication Disorders and Sciences
                Faculty Mentors- Dr. Rebecca Throneburg and
                  Ms. Jill Fahy 
Fred Washburn, Counseling
                Faculty Mentors- Drs. Heidi Larson & Angela Yoder
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Thesis Award Winners
Announced by Dr. Jeff Laursen, Chair, Council on Graduate Studies; Chair, Thesis Awards Committee
Presented by Dr. Heidi Larson, Vice Chair, Council on Graduate Studies
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Award of Excellence for the College of Arts and Humanities
          Janet McCumber, Music
        Faculty Mentor, Dr. Luminita Florea
Award of Excellence for the Lumpkin College of Business and Applied Sciences
           Michelle Roberts, Family and Consumer Sciences
           Faculty Mentor,  Dr. Lisa Taylor
Award of Excellence for the College of Education and Professional Studies
           Ingrid McCallister, Elementary Education        
           Faculty Mentor,  Dr. Linda Reven
Award of Excellence for the College of  Sciences
           Brett Litwiller, Clinical Psychology
           Faculty Mentor,  Dr. Amy Brausch
Distinguished Master’s Thesis Award and Midwest Association of Graduate Schools Thesis Nomination
           Chad Cussen, History
                        Faculty Mentor, Dr. David Kammerling Smith

King-Mertz Research/Creative Activity Award Winners
Announced by Dr. Rendong Bai, Member, Council on Graduate Studies; Chair, King-Mertz Awards Committee
Presented by Dr. Heidi Larson, Vice Chair, Council on Graduate Studies

Award of Excellence for the College of Arts and Humanities
       Rachel Hamilton, History 

        Faculty Mentor, Dr. Newton Key
Award of Excellence for the Lumpkin College of Business and Applied Sciences

Luel Tekle, Business Administration
           Faculty Mentor,  Dr. Ingyu Chiou
Award of Excellence for the College of Education and Professional Studies
           Angela Reed Coady, Elementary Education       
           Faculty Mentor,  Dr. Daniel Carter
Award of Excellence for the College of  Sciences

Ashley Crawford, Communication Disorders and Sciences 
           Faculty Mentor,  Dr. Tina Veale
Distinguished Research/Creative Activity Award 
           Brandon Hensley, Communication Studies
                        Faculty Mentor, Dr. Olaf Hoerschelmann

Graduate Scholarships
Announced by Dr. Nora Pat Small, Chair, Council on Graduate Studies

2011 Mary Bear McClay Scholar           2011 Betty Wright Downing Scholar
      Rob Mason, Mathematics Education    Emily Hilliker, Communication Disorders and Sciences
                  Graduate Coordinator, Dr. Marshall Lassak                   Graduate Coordinator, Dr. Tina Veale     
2011 Frances Meyer Hampton Scholar           2011 Annie Weller Scholar
        Stephanie Fanale,  Communication Disorders & Sciences    Bernard Faller,  Economics
    Graduate Coordinator, Dr. Tina Veale       Graduate Coordinator, Dr. Mukti Upadhyay  
               



EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY
GRADUATE SCHOLAR

2011 Rodney S. Ranes Outstanding Graduate Faculty Mentor Award
Announced by Dr. Tina Veale, Co-Chair, Council on Graduate Studies Ranes Faculty Mentor Award Board
Presented by Isaac Sandidge, Member, Council on Graduate Studies Ranes Faculty Mentor Award Board
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Dr. Lynne Curry, History
                       Nominators: Sonya Leigh Scott and Michael Swinford

Counseling
                    Department Chair,  Dr. Rick Roberts

The Graduate School received the Midwest Association of Graduate Schools/Education Testing Services Award of Excellence 
and Innovation in Graduate Education for the First Choice Program Initiative.  The award included a grant and was presented 
to Dean Robert Augustine at the 2011 Annual Meeting.  Dr. Sam Attoh, Chair, MAGS/ETS Awards Committee wrote that 
the award “reflects your commitment and dedication towards supporting quality programs that enhance graduate student 
development.”   

First Choice Programs 2012-2014
Presented by Dr. Robert Augustine, Dean, Graduate School.

Graduate School Award of Excellence
Presented by Dr. Robert Augustine, Dean, Graduate School.
 Dr. Mary Anne Hanner
         Dean, College of Sciences
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Graduate School Research/Creative Activity Grant

Douglas Ginder, Masters Candidate in Biological Sciences
 Detecting Cryptic Gall Wasp Species on Prairie Plants Using DNA Markers

 Zhiwei Liu, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Biological Sciences, Faculty Mentor
 Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, Research Partner

Graduate School Research /Creative Activity Grant 
Kate Harrington, Masters Candidate in Communication Disorders and Sciences
Treating Dysarthria in Individuals with Parkinson’s Disease Online Using the Lee Silverman Voice 
Treatment Method
Rebecca Throneburg, Ph.D., Professor of Communication Disorders and  
Sciences, Faculty Mentor | Decatur Sanitary District, Research Partner

Graduate School Research /Creative Activity Grant 

Allison Lang, Masters Candidate in Biological Sciences
 The Effect of Host to Parasite Egg Ratio on Cowbird Egg Ejection by American Robins

 Eric Bollinger, Ph.D., Professor of Biological Sciences, Faculty Mentor
City of Charleston, Illinois, Research Partner

Graduate School Research/Creative Activity Grant
 
Andrew Durso, Masters Candidate in Biological Sciences

 Interactions of Diet and Behavior in Death-Feigning Snakes (Heterodon)
 Stephen Mullin, Ph.D., Professor of Biological Sciences, Faculty Mentor
 U.S. Department of Fish & Wildlife Services, Research Partner

Graduate School Research/Creative Activity Grant 

John Anderson, Masters Candidate in Biological Sciences 
Evaluation of Spin Drying as Novel Strategy for Long-Term Preservation of Insect Cells

 Michael Menze, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Biological Sciences, Faculty Mentor
Center for Engineering in Medicine, Harvard Medical School, Research Partner

Graduate School Research/Creative Activity Grant 

Brian Brausch,  Masters Candidate in Counseling
Child Senior Relationship Therapy 
Heidi Larson, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Counseling and Student Development, Faculty Mentor
Carl Sandburg School and the Coles County Council on Aging, Research Partners

Graduate School Research/Creative Activity Grant 

Shannon Brucker, Masters Candidate in Counseling
Child Senior Relationship Therapy 

Heidi Larson, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Counseling and Student Development, Faculty Mentor
Carl Sandburg School and the Coles County Council on Aging, Research Partners
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Graduate School Research/Creative Activity Grant 
Isaac Sandidge, Masters Candidate in Gerontology

Eat Smart, Live Strong: Nutrition Education for Older Adults
Jacquelyn Frank, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Family and Consumer Sciences, 

Faculty Mentor
CRIS Healthy Aging Center, Research Partner 

Graduate School Research /Creative Activity Grant 

Jiwon Lee, Masters Candidate in Counseling
Child Senior Relationship Therapy
Heidi Larson, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Counseling, Faculty Mentor
Carl Sandburg Elementary School and Coles County Council on Aging, Research Partners

Graduate School Research/Creative Activity Grant  
Jie Luo, Masters Candidate in Biological Sciences 

Colonization Rate of Vesicular Arbuscular Mycorrhizae (VAM) and the Dynamics of Native and 
Exotic Species in Succession

Scott Meiners, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Biological Sciences, Faculty Mentor
Rutgers University, Research Partner 

Graduate School Research/Creative Activity Grant 

Oindrila Paul, Masters Candidate in Biological Sciences
Metabolic Potentials of the Bile Acid-Dehydroxylating Gut Bacterium Clostridium scindens

Steven Daniel, Ph.D., Professor of Biological Sciences, Faculty Mentor
Metabolomics Center, Research Partner 

Graduate School Research/Creative Activity Grant 

Bryan Rolfsen, Masters Candidate in Biological Sciences
A Novel System to Investigate Snail-Trematode Interactions
Jeff Laursen, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Biological Sciences, Faculty Mentor
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, Research Partner

Graduate School Research/Creative Activity Grant

Cassi Moody, Masters Candidate in Biological Sciences
Demographics of a Commercially Exploited Population of Flathead Catfish in the Wabash River
Robert Colombo, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Biological Sciences, Faculty Mentor
Illinois Department of Natural Resources, Research Partner

Graduate School Research/Creative Activity Grant 

Jason Stuck, Masters Candidate in Biological Sciences
Asian Carp Population Status in the Illinois and Wabash Rivers
Robert Colombo, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Biological Sciences, Faculty Mentor
Illinois Department of Natural Resources, Research Partner 
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Williams Travel Grant
Crystal Abbey, Masters Candidate in History
Culture and Politics in History: A 21st Century Perspective “Redress and Reparations: The Japanese 
American Internment”
7th Loyola University History Graduate Student Conference | Chicago, Illinois
Ed Wehrle, Ph.D., Associate Professor of History, Faculty Mentor

Graduate School Research/Creative Activity Grant

Fred Washburn, Masters Candidate in Counseling
Child Senior Relationship Therapy
Heidi Larson, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Counseling, Faculty Mentor
Carl Sandburg Elementary School and Coles County Council on Aging, Research Partners

   Williams Travel Grant
   Jeanna Antrim, Masters Candidate in Communication Disorders and Sciences

  The Effect of Person Versus AAC Directed Apraxia Therapy on Elicited 
Limitation for Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder

  American Speech-Language Hearing Association Annual Conference | Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
   Gail Richard, Ph.D., Professor of Communication Disorders and Sciences, Faculty Mentor

Graduate School Research/Creative Activity Grant
Jenna Szybowicz, Masters Candidate in Communication Disorders and Sciences 

Nonliteral Language Used in the Classroom
Rebecca Throneburg, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Communication Disorders and  Sciences, 

Faculty Mentor
East Richland Community Unit School District No. 1, Research Partner

Graduate School Research/Creative Activity Grant

Luxshani Thangarajah, Masters Candidate in Chemistry
Identification of Enzymes for Biomass Degradation for Caulobacter crescentus
Gopal Periyannan, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Chemistry, Faculty Mentor
Coles County Farm Bureau, Research Partner

Graduate School Research/Creative Activity Grant

Kathleen Trainor, Masters Candidate in Communication Disorders and Sciences 
Relationship Between Preschool Executive Functions and Language Abilities 

Rebecca Throneburg, Ph.D., Professor of Communication Disorders and Sciences, Faculty Mentor
Tiny Tech Preschool, Research Partner

Graduate School Research/Creative Activity Grant

John West, Masters Candidate in Biological Sciences 
Reclamation of Kickapoo Creek

Robert Colombo, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Biological Sciences, Faculty Mentor
Illinois Department of Natural Resources, Research Partner
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Williams Travel Grant
Chandra Feltman, Masters Candidate in Clinical Psychology 

Suicidal Ideation and Non-Suicidal Self-Injury in University Students: 
The Role of Self Esteem and Body Satisfaction

Association for Behavior & Cognitive Therapies 44th Annual Convention | 
San Francisco, California

Amy Brausch, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Psychology, Faculty Mentor
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Williams Travel Grant

Lynne Barcus, Masters Candidate in Communication Disorders and Sciences
Vocabulary Acquisition through Fast Mapping in Children with Autism
American Speech-Language Hearing Association Annual Conference | Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Tina Veale, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Communication Disorders and Sciences, Faculty Mentor

Williams Travel Grant

Andrew Durso, Masters Candidate in Biological Sciences 
Influence on Diet, Sex, and Age on Defensive Behavior of the Western Hog-Nosed Snake
Joint Meeting of the Icthyologists and Herpetologists | Minneapolis, Minnesota
Stephen Mullin, Ph.D., Professor of Biological Sciences, Faculty Mentor

Williams Travel Grant

Kelsey DePew, Masters Candidate in Communication Disorders and Sciences
 Development of the Test of Inferencing

 American Speech-Language Hearing Association Annual Conference | Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
Tina Veale, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Communication Disorders and Sciences, Faculty Mentor

Williams Travel Grant

Shannon Brucker, Masters Candidate in Counseling
Envisioning High ACT scores: Utilizing Relaxation Techniques with High School Juniors

Illinois Counseling Association Conference | Lisle, Illinois
Heidi Larson, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Counseling, Faculty Mentor

Williams Travel Grant
Kristina Decker, Masters Candidate in Clinical Psychology 
Non-Suicidal Self-Injury & Suicidal Behaviors: 
Evaluating Body Investment Among University Students
Association for Behavior & Cognitive Therapies 44th Annual Convention | San Francisco, California
Amy Brausch, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Psychology, Faculty Mentor

Williams Travel Grant

Peter Foster, Masters Candidate in Political Science
Media Framing and Energy Policy-Making: The Case of Future Gen in Illinois
Illinois Political Science Association 2011 Annual Conference | Des Plaines, Illinois
Richard Wandling, Ph.D., Professor of Political Science, Faculty Mentor
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Williams Travel Grant
Chelsea Fuelling,  Masters Candidate in Clinical Psychology 

Relational and Overt Aggression in a Camp Setting: Links to Beliefs about Aggression, Emotion 
Regulation, Loneliness, and Prosocial Behaviors

Midwestern Psychological Association |Chicago, Illinois
Wesley Allan, Assistant Professor of Psychology, Faculty Mentor

15

Williams Travel Grant
Andrea Hadley, Masters Candidate in Clinical Psychology
Suicidal Ideation and Non-Suicidal Self-Injury in University Students: 
The Role of Self Esteem and Body Satisfaction \ Association for Behavior 
& Cognitive Therapies 44th Annual Convention | San Francisco, California 
Amy Brausch, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Psychology, Faculty Mentor

Williams Travel Grant

Sarah Gaines,  Masters Candidate in Dietetics 
Effect of Walking Program on University Students’ Levels of Physical Activity
 American Dietetic Association Food and Nutrition Conference and Expo |Boston, Massachusetts
James Painter, Ph.D., Professor of Family and Consumer Sciences, Faculty Mentor

Williams Travel Grant
Brittany Gaydosh, Masters Candidate in Dietetics 

The Effect of Visibility and Quantity of Raisins on Dietary Intake, A Pilot Study Comparison of 
Twenty-Two International Food Based Dietary Guides

American Dietetic Association Food and Nutrition Conference and Expo |Boston, Massachusetts 
James Painter, Ph.D., Professor of Family and Consumer Sciences, Faculty Mentor

Williams Travel Grant
John Goldsworthy, Masters Candidate in History 
Politics and Individual Liberties in Postwar America: The Origins of the Federal Loyalty-Security 
Program and the Changing Nature of “Subversive”
7th Loyola University History Graduate Student Conference | Chicago, Illinois
Ed Wehrle, Ph.D., Associate Professor of History, Faculty Mentor

Williams Travel Grant

Paul Gray, Masters Candidate in Kinesiology and Sports Studies
Perceptual Differences Between High School and Intercollegiate Hitters on a Pitch Recognition Task

Association for Applied Sport Psychology Conference | Providence, Rhode Island
Brent Walker, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Kinesiology and Sports Studies, Faculty Mentor 

Williams Travel Grant

Mara Hampton, Masters Candidate in Communication Disorders and Sciences 
Visual Phonics & Phonological Awareness Interventions: Language & Literacy Gains

American Speech-Language Hearing Association Conference | Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Tina Veale, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Communication Disorders & Sciences, Faculty Mentor
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Williams Travel Grant

Tom Kiely, Masters Candidate in History
Pentagon Papers: National Security and Prior Restraint

7th Loyola University History Graduate Student Conference | Chicago, Illinois
Ed Wehrle, Ph.D., Associate Professor of History, Faculty Mentor
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Williams Travel Grant

Zhenghong Hou, Masters Candidate in Business Administration
Academic Stress in College Students: A Comparison of Accounting Majors vs. Other Business Majors
Academic Business World International Conference| Nashville, Tennessee
Jay Shinde, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Business, Faculty Mentor 

Williams Travel Grant
Mohammed Abdul Khan, Masters Candidate in Biological Sciences
Degradation of L-Methionine by an Acidophillic Archaeon “Ferroplasma acidarmanus” Suggests the 
Presence of Methionine-Gamma-Lyase
American Society for Microbiology Conference  | New Orleans, Louisiana
Kai Hung, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Biological Sciences, Faculty Mentor

Williams Travel Grant

Christopher Kernc, Masters Candidate in History
Defining White: The Arbitrary Nature of Race as a Legal Dilemma

7th Loyola University History Graduate Student Conference | Chicago, Illinois
Ed Wehrle, Ph.D., Associate Professor of History, Faculty Mentor

Williams Travel Grant

Jennifer Hudson, Masters Candidate in English
“Reading the Writer: What We Hear in the Writing Center”
Annual English Articulation Conference | Monticello, Illinois

Fern Kory, Ph.D.,  Professor of English, Faculty Mentor

Williams Travel Grant

Monica Karsai, Masters Candidate in Clinical Psychology
Children’s Emotion Regulation and its Link to Social Anxiety, and 
Depressive Symptoms
Midwestern Psychological Association Conference | Chicago, Illinois
Wesley Allan, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Psychology, Faculty Mentor

Williams Travel Grant
Kimberly Kolweier, Masters Candidate in Communication 
Disorders and Sciences
Increasing Nonverbal Communication in Adults with Autism using Social Stories 
Illinois Speech-Language Hearing Association Convention | Rosemont, Illinois
Tina Veale, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Communication Disorders and Sciences, Faculty Mentor
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Williams Travel Grant

Danessa Perdieu, Masters Candidate in Counseling
Envisioning High ACT scores: Utilizing Relaxation Techniques with High School Juniors

Illinois Counseling Association Conference | Lisle, Illinois
Heidi Larson, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Counseling, Faculty Mentor

Williams Travel Grant
Jisun Park, Masters Candidate in Clinical Psychology

Positive and Negative Child Sexual Abuse Cognitions of College Women with History of Child 
Sexual Abuse 

Association for Behavior and Cognitive Therapies 44th Annual Convention | San Francisco, California
Keith Wilson, Ph.D., Professor of Psychology, Faculty Mentor

Williams Travel Grant

Bridget McKenna, Specialist’s Candidate in School Psychology
Using Alternate Treatment Design to Determine Math Inventions for Linear Equations

National Association of School Psychologist 2011 Annual Convention | San Francisco, California
Kristin Johnson-Gros, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Psychology, Faculty Mentor

Williams Travel Grant

Oindrila Paul, Masters Candidate in Biological Sciences
Vitamin Requirements of the Bile Acid-Dehydroxylating Intestinal Bacterium Clostridium scindens
2011 Congress on Gastrointestinal Function | Chicago, Illinois
Steven Daniel, Ph.D., Professor of Biological Sciences, Faculty Mentor

Williams Travel Grant

Jiwon Lee, Masters Candidate in Counseling
 Envisioning High ACT scores: Utilizing Relaxation Techniques with High School Juniors

Illinois Counseling Association Conference | Lisle, Illinois
Heidi Larson, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Counseling, Faculty Mentor

Williams Travel Grant

Jonathan Matthews, Masters Candidate in History
Civil War Veterans and Mental Health Benefits
7th Loyola University History Graduate Student Conference | Chicago, Illinois
Ed Wehrle, Ph.D., Associate Professor of History, Faculty Mentor

Williams Travel Grant

Laura Mondt, Masters Candidate in History
Social Problems and Individual Liberties in Early 20th Century America
7th Loyola University History Graduate Student Conference | Chicago, Illinois
Ed Wehrle, Ph.D., Associate Professor of History, Faculty Mentor
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Williams Travel Grant

Kaitlin Skwir, Masters Candidate in Dietetics
Pistachio Shells serve as a Visual Cue of Calorie Consumption

American Dietetic Association Food and Nutrition Conference and Expo | Boston, Massachusetts
Karla Kennedy-Hagan, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Dietetics, Faculty Mentor
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Williams Travel Grant
Dustin Smith, Masters Candidate in Communication Communication Studies
Queering Primetime
Central States Communication Association Conference |Milwaukee, Wisconsin
Olaf Hoerschelmann, Ph.D.,  Associate  Professor of Communication Studies, Faculty Mentor

Williams Travel Grant
Nathan Polak, Masters Candidate in Political Science
Panama: Diversion or Coercion? Reexamining the U.S. Invasion of Panama and Diversionary Military 
Actions American Strikes on Grenada and Iraq | Illinois Political Science Association and Midwest 
Political Science Association | Des Plaines and Chicago, Illinois
Ryan Hendrickson, Ph.D., Professor of Political Science, Faculty Mentor

Williams Travel Grant
Dustin Smith, Masters Candidate in Communication Studies
“I Love You Man… No Homo” A New Kind of Bromance: An Analysis of Narratives from 
Heterosexual-Homosexual Male Friendships
New Voices, New Perspectives | Denton, Texas
Olaf Hoerschelmann, Ph.D.,  Associate  Professor of Communication Studies, Faculty Mentor

Williams Travel Grant
Jinger Rumbaugh, Masters Candidate in Gerontology 

College Students, Veterans, and Maximum Security Prisoners: An Unconventional Service-Learning 
Partnership for the Illinois Year of the Engaged Older Adult

2010 Illinois Governor’s Conference on Aging | Chicago, Illinois
Jacquelyn Frank, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Family and Consumer Sciences, Faculty Mentor

Williams Travel Grant
Isaac Sandidge, Masters Candidate in Gerontology
College Students, Veterans, and Maximum Security Prisoners: An Unconventional Service-Learning 
Partnership for the Illinois Year of the Engaged Older Adult
2010 Illinois Governor’s Conference on Aging | Chicago, Illinois
Jacquelyn Frank, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Family and Consumer Sciences, Faculty Mentor
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Williams Travel Grant

Sanja Trtanj, Masters Candidate in Clinical Psychology
Development of the Helicopter Parenting Questionnaire 
Midwestern Psychological Association Conference | Chicago, Illinois
Wesley Allan, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Psychology, Faculty Mentor

19

Williams Travel Grant

Rashelle Spear, Masters Candidate in English
“Reading the Writer: What We Hear in the Writing Center”

Annual English Articulation Conference | Monticello, Illinois
Fern Kory, Ph.D., Professor of English, Faculty Mentor

Williams Travel Grant

Fred Washburn, Masters Candidate in Counseling
Envisioning High ACT scores: Utilizing Relaxation Techniques with High School Juniors

Illinois Counseling Association Conference | Lisle, Illinois
Heidi Larson, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Counseling, Faculty Mentor

Williams Travel Grant

Kathleen Trainor, Masters Candidate in Communication Disorders and Sciences
Relationship Between Preschool Executive Function Skills and Oral Narrative Skills

American Speech-Language Hearing Association Annual Conference | Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
Rebecca Throneburg, Ph.D., Professor of Communication Disorders and Sciences, Faculty Mentor

Williams Travel Grant

Luel Tekle, Masters Candidate in Business Administration
Financial Intermediation and Economic Growth: Evidence from East Africa

MBAA International Conference 2011 | Chicago, Illinois
Ingyu Chiou, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Business, Faculty Mentor

Williams Travel Grant

Jenna Szybowicz, Masters Candidate in Communication Disorders and Sciences
Nonliteral Language Used in the Classroom 
American Speech-Language Hearing Association Annual Conference | Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Rebecca Throneburg, Ph.D.,  Professor of Communication Disorders and Sciences, Faculty Mentor

Williams Travel Grant

Holly Thomas, Masters Candidate in Political Science
The Process of “Clean” Passage 
Illinois Political Science Association 2011 Conference | Des Plaines, Illinois
Ryan Hendrickson, Ph.D., Professor of Political Science, Faculty Mentor
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Williams Travel Grant

Kenneth Webb, Masters Candidate in English
“Reading the Writer: What We Hear in the Writing Center”
Annual English Articulation Conference | Monticello, Illinois
Fern Kory, Ph.D.,  Professor of English, Faculty Mentor

Williams Travel Grant
Dustin Yocum,  Masters Candidate in Gerontology

Student Perceptions of Integrative Learning Strategies as a Tool to Advance 
the Interdisciplinary Gerontology Master’s Program at Eastern Illinois University

Association for Gerontology in Higher Education Conference | Cincinnati, Ohio
Jacquelyn Frank, Ph.D.,  Assistant Professor of Family and Consumer Sciences, Faculty Mentor

Williams Travel Grant

Laura Welsh, Masters Candidate in Communication Disorders and Sciences
Sibling and Peer Influence on Social Interaction in Autism

American Speech-Language Hearing Association Annual Conference | Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Tina Veale, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Communication Disorders and Sciences, Faculty Mentor

Williams Travel Grant

John West, Masters Candidate in Biological Sciences
Restoration of Kickapoo Creek Near Charleston, Illinois
71st Midwest Fish and Wildlife Conference | Minneapolis, Minnesota
Robert Colombo, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Biological Sciences, Faculty Mentor





EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY
GRADUATE SCHOLAR

22

       Class of 2011 Distinguished Graduate Students

Edward Karr
Technology
(off-campus)

Nathan Averbeck
Mathematics

Margaret Crowley 
Art

Dominic Morais* 
Kinesiology and 
Sports Studies

Aaron Melton
Technology

 (on-campus)

Pamela Machala
Music

Kristina Decker
Clinical Psychology

Melissa Helregel
Elementary Education

(Teacher Cert.)

Bernard Faller
Economics

Jill Barnes
Dietetics

Lori Henderson
Historical 

Administration

Andrew Durso*
Biological Sciences

Keerthi Chandra
Chemistry

John Goldsworthy
 History

Kate Harrington
Communication 

Disorders and Sciences
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Michelle Roberts
Family and Consumer 

Sciences

Nathan Polak
Political Science

Isaac Sandidge
Gerontology

John Stromski
English

Stephanie Woodley
Special Education

Marissa Wright 
Elementary Education 

(Master’s)

Dustin Smith 
Communication 

Studies

Not Pictured:  Collin Anderson, Business Administration (off-campus); Brett Block, Natural Sciences; Mary Diener, 
Educational Leadership (Master’s); Lance Landeck, Educational Leadership (Specialist’s); Bridget McKenna, 
School Psychology; Greg Poznic, Business Administration (on-campus); Trisha Sluder, Mathematics Education. 

       Class of 2011 Distinguished Graduate Students

Fred Washburn 
Counseling

Justin Schuch*
College Student 

Affairs

*Hamand Society of Graduate Scholars
Named in honor of the first dean of The Graduate School, Dr. Lavern Hamand, the Hamand Society recognizes degree-seeking graduate 
candidates nominated from among the class of Distinguished Graduate Students whose achievements in both scholarship and service have had 
a documented impact on the discipline and the community. The quality and impact of the scholarship and service achievements of Hamand 
Society Scholars reflect the highest ideals of the engaged graduate student. 



College of Arts and Humanities Graduate Programs
   Christopher Kahler, M.F.A.- Art, Coordinator
   Ruth Hoberman, Ph.D.- English, Coordinator
   Edmund Wehrle, Ph.D.- History, Coordinator 
   Nora Pat Small, Ph.D.- Historical Administration, Coordinator 
   Marilyn Coles, Ph.D.- Music, Coordinator 
   Olaf Hoerschelmann, Ph.D.-  Communication Studies, Coordinator
College of Education and Professional Studies Graduate Programs
   Brent Walker, Ph.D.- Kinesiology and Sports Studies, Coordinator
   John Dively, Ed.D.- Educational Leadership, Master’s & Specialist’s Programs, Chair and Coordinator 
   Richard Roberts, Ph.D.- College Student Affairs & Counseling Programs, Chair and Coordinator   
   Linda Reven, Ph.D.-  Elementary Education, Coordinator
   Stephen Lucas, Ph.D.- Master Teacher, Coordinator
   Kathlene Shank, Ph.D.- Special Education, Chair and Coordinator
Lumpkin College of Business and Applied Sciences Graduate Programs
   John Willems, Ph.D.- Business Administration and Accounting Certificate Program, Coordinator
   Lisa Taylor, Ph.D.- Family and Consumer Sciences, Coordinator 
   Karla Kennedy-Hagan, Ph.D.- Dietetics, Coordinator
   Jaquelyn Frank, Ph.D.- Gerontology, Coordinator       
   Peter Ping Liu, Ph.D.- Technology and Certificate Programs, Coordinator
College of Sciences Graduate Programs
   Andrew Methven, Ph.D.- Natural Sciences, Biological Sciences , Coordinator 
   Jeff Laursen, Ph.D.- Biological Sciences, Coordinator
   Brenda Lawrence, Ph.D.- Chemistry, Coordinator
   Tina Veale, Ph.D.- Communication Disorders and Sciences, Coordinator
   Mukti Upadhyay, Ph.D.- Economics, Coordinator
   Michael Cornebise, Ph.D.– Natural Sciences, Physical Sciences, Chair and Coordinator 
   Keith Wolcott, Ph.D.-  Mathematics and Computer Science, Coordinator
   Marshall Lassak, Ph.D.- Mathematics Education Option, Coordinator
   Steven Daniels, Ph.D.– Natural Sciences, Physics, Chair and Coordinator
   Ryan Hendrickson, Ph.D.- Political Science, Coordinator
   Anu Sharma, Ph.D.- Clinical Psychology, Coordinator
   Assege HaileMariam, Ph.D.- School Psychology, Coordinator

Graduate School Alumni Advisory Board
Jerry Boyd, Chair
Stan Adkins
Dwight Baptist
Jerry Boyd
Bob Dennison
John Dively 
Marilyn Holt
Sharon Jackson
Walter Knollenberg
Linda Komes
Steven McArthur
Pam Rathjen
Michele Heidel
Jamie Willis

The Graduate School
Robert M. Augustine, Ph.D., Dean
Bill Elliott, Assistant Dean of Graduate and International Admissions
Patti Bailey, Assistant to the Dean for Certification
Lana Beasley, Administrative Clerk
Debbie Black, Clerk
Lori Henderson, Publicity/Promotions Specialist
JoAnn Ingle, Admissions/Records Officer II
Ben Rienbolt, Chief Clerk

2010-2011 Council on Graduate Studies
Jeff Laursen, Ph.D.,  Chair
Heidi Larson, Ph.D., Vice Chair
John Dively, Ed.D.
Nora Pat Small, Ph.D.
Christopher Hanlon, Ph.D.
Rendong Bai, Ph.D.
Assege HaileMariam, Ph.D.
Andrew McNitt, Ph.D.
John Willems, Ph.D.
Isaac Sandidge, Student Representative

2010-2011 Graduate Student Advisory Council
Madeline Landes, President
Laura Mondt, Vice President of Administrative Activities
Dustin Smith, Vice President of Programming
Catherine Bocke, Vice President of Public Relations
Ashley Gumbel, Student Dean 



The Graduate School
600 Lincoln Avenue
Charleston, Illinois 61920
217.581.2220
www.eiu.edu/~graduate
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