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94-339 \ December 27, 1994 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

EIU HIGHLIGHTS OF 1994 

January 

• Cynthia Nichols was named director of affirmative action and cultural 

diversity after serving as acting director since August 1992. Marilyn DeRuiter, a 

training and development specialist, was named director of the Business 

Development Center in the Lumpkin College of Business and Applied Sciences. 

• EIU's Career Planning and Placement Center installed a new computer 

system allowing students and alumni to register for placement services by entering 

their information on a diskette that is uploaded into the candidate database for. 

employers. 

• A Division of Enrollment Management was created to better coordinate 

services focusing on student recruitment and retention. 

• A total of 10,055 on-campus students enrolled in classes, marking the 

first time in Eastern's history that spring enrollment hit the 10,000 mark. Eastern 

also experienced an increase in off-campus enrollment and growth in the Hispanic 

and Asian student populations. 

-more-
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• Jill Nilsen, associate dean of the Graduate School and Research, was 

named special assistant to the president/director of planning and public affairs. 

February 

• The financial aid office installed a computerized financial aid tracking and 

packaging system which will improve record-keeping and keep students better 

informed about the status of their financial aid application. 

• As part of Black History Month activities, Eastern held its first Black Expo, 

featuring a panel discussion by three minority business professionals who 

discussed job opportunities in business and government. 

March 

• Eastern alumnus Paul Ruedi and business partner David Sinow of Strategic 

Capital Management, Inc. in Savoy provided funding to establish a Student 

Investment Society to provide undergraduate students with actual investment 

experience. 

• The Career Planning and Placement Center hosted its first Multi-Cultural 

Job Fair on March 2 with more than 60 employers represented. 

• Consolidated Communications Inc. contributed $10,000 to Eastern's 

Centennial celebration. 

• A study of college and university endowments by the National Association 

of College and University Business Officers reported that the EIU Foundation's 

endowment ranks 409 out of 2,169 colleges and universities. Endowment assets 

at market value exceed $10 million. 

-more-
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• Jeffrey Lynch, assistant dean of the College of Arts and Humanities, was 

selected to teach the 1993-94 Board of Governors Universities telecourse on 

"Living Literature: The Classics and You" from telecourse proposals submitted by 

faculty members at the five BGU universities. 

• The Board of Governors Universities trustees approved a 3 percent tuition 

increase and increases in student fees and room and board rates for fall 1994. 

Overall costs at Eastern remain the lowest among Illinois public residential 

universities. 

• Eastern held "Health Expo '94: A Blueprint for Action" on March 11-1 2, 

featuring workshops by national experts on a variety of health issues, health 

screenings, exhibits and children's activities. 

• CBS news correspondent Deborah Norville and noted feminist and 

anthropologist Riane Eisler were the featured speakers for Women's History and 

Awareness Month. Honored during the month were this year's Women's Studies 

Council "Women of Achievement" award winners -- graduate student Nanditha 

Balasubramanian, retired faculty member Edith Hedges and retired nurse V. Carolyn 

Smith. 

• James K. Johnson was named dean of the College of Arts and Humanities 

after serving as acting dean since 1993. 

• EIU closed freshmen applications on March 29 and transfer applications on 

April 5 for fall 1994 to maintain enrollment at a level consistent with funding and 

-more-



0 0 

ADD 3/3/3/3 HIGHLIGHTS 

to keep classes smalL 

• With savings from fixed cost items, such as utilities, and reserve funds set 

aside for emergencies, Eastern restored critical funds to academic programs and 

other priorities. 

April 

• EIU President David Jorns reflected on the university's 100 years of 

success in his annual State of the University address on April 5. He cited Eastern's 

I 

many attributes, including a five-year graduation rate of 61 percent, a low student 

loan default rate and a satisfied student body. 

• The Illinois Prairie Higher Education Consortium, a group of Central Illinois 

colleges and universities, including Eastern, dedicated a new two-way interactive 

audio/video distance learning network using fiber optic telephone lines. 

• Robert Ingram of Durham, N.C., president and chief executive officer of 

Glaxo Inc., was awarded the Lumpkin College of Business and Applied Sciences 

Distinguished Business Alumnus Award for his accomplishments in business. 

• Shirley Stewart, director of career planning and placement, was named 

director of a new student services division, encompassing five student affairs 

areas. 

• Paul Bodine, associate professor of art, received the 1994 Distinguished 

Honors Teaching Award at the fifth annual Honors Programs awards day on April 

17. 

-more-
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• EIU's political science department on April 26 hosted National Drug Czar 

Lee Brown, who presented a public lecture and was initiated as an honorary 

member of Eastern's chapter of Pi Sigma Alpha national political science honor 

society. 

• EIU recognized more than 250 employees, with a total of 3,135 years of 

service, at the university's annual years of service luncheon on April 29. University 

service award recipients were Marilyn Oglesby, John Ebinger, L. Stephen Whitley 

and June Giffin. On May 7, 49 retirees with a total of 1,165 years of service were 

honored at Eastern's eleventh annual retirement dinner. 

• The records office began offering a new overnight transcript service for 

students. 

• The outdoor sculpture, Elemental Tables, by Illinois artist Dann Nardi was 

formally presented to Eastern on April 30. The sculpture is located northwest of 

Lumpkin Hall and serves as a site for students to gather and talk. 

• Eastern hosted its 16th annual arts festival "CELEBRATION" on April 29-

30 and May 1 . Highlights included a performance by the U of I Russian Folk 

Orchestra, an international fair and a varieW of craft and food booths. 

• Forty-five Eastern faculty received 1994 Faculty Excellence Awards for 

their accomplishments in teaching, research/creative activity and service. 

May 

• More than 1 ,.300 graduates participated in the May 14 commencement, 

where Glenn Lefler of Gainsville, Fla., former chairman of Eastern's physics 

-more-
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department, and James Giffin of Charleston, founding dean of Eastern's business 

college, were presented with honorary doctor of public service degrees. Robert 

Barger of the secondary education and foundations faculty received the 1994 

Distinguished Faculty Award, the university's highest faculty honor. 

• The Board of Governors Universities trustees on May 19 approved $8 

million in capital improvement proje~ts for fiscal year 1995, including additional 

Greek Court housing and a 42-acre recreation field for all university students. 

These projects are funded with student fee income. 

• According to a study conducted by the Illinois Board of Higher Educati<;m, 

Eastern's six-year graduation rate of 59.7 percent is above the statewide average 

of 52.2 percent and is second only to the University of Illinois. 

• J. Marlyn Finley, treasurer and director of business services, was named 

acting vice president for business affairs, replacing Charles Colbert who took a 

position at the University of Illinois. David Ebdon, associate dean of the College of 

Sciences, was named acting dean of the college, following the announced 

retirement of Dean Jon Laible. 

• Joyce Felstehausen, professor in Eastern's School of Technology, was 

presented the Paul C. Overton Award for her outstanding long-term service to off

campus students. 

• Blake Wood of Fairfield was named EIU's 1993-94 Outstanding Senior by 

the University Union Advisory Board. 

-more-
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June 

• President Jorns gave an overview of strategic planning to Board of 

Governors Universities trustees at their June 16 meeting here. Eastern is one of the 

few institutions in the country which has involved the entire university community 

in the planning initiative. Jorns gave a similar presentation to Eastern faculty, staff 

and students in August. 

• Geology/geography professor Gary Wallace, an authority on Black Hills 

geology and one of the state's leaders in earth science education, was selected as 

Eastern's 1994-95 Distinguished Professor. His outstanding teaching ability, 

research and creative activity won him the honor. 

• Summer school enrollment was 3,468 on-campus students. An additional 

17,000 students and adults participated in summer camps and conferences. 

• President Jorns was selected to chair the search committee for a new 

commissioner for the Mid-Continent Conference, Eastern's athletic conference for 

all sports other than football. 

• Robin Hess of Urbana was honored with the 1994 Board of Governors 

Bachelor of Arts degree program Director's Award, recognizing the outstanding 

achievements of adult students who are near completion or who have just 

completed a Board of Governors nontraditional degree. 

• Gov. Jim Edgar approved a $55,291,400 operating budget for EIU for 

1994-95, an increase of $1,553,100 or 2.9 percent over last year's $53,738,300. 

-more-
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• Charles~ Evans, executive vice president of the University Center at Tulsa, 

Okla., became assistant vice president for academic affairs, and Kaye Woodward 

was named director of the Board of Governors Bachelor of Arts degree program 

after serving as acting director for three years. Bob McBee, athletic director at 

Robert Morris College (Penn.} was named EIU's athletic director. Jody Horn, a 

home economics instructor at Eastern, became director of residence hall dining 

services. Chris Sims, budget analyst, was named Civil Service "Employee of the 

Year" and Dianna Ensign, financial aid advisor, was recognized as "Supervisor of 

the Year." 

July 

• English professor Bruce Guernsey was Eastern's nominee for the Carnegie 

Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching 1994 Professors of the Year 

program. He competed against professors from all 50 states and the District of 

Columbia for the honor. 

• Mark Shaklee was named acting director of housing and dining services, 

replacing Kevin Cannon who left to become the new director of student residence 

at Notre Dame University. Lt. Col. David Sims became the new commander of 

Eastern's award-winning Army Reserve Officers' Training Corps (ROTC} Panther 

battalion. 

• For the fifth year, Eastern hosted 60 children of Mexican-American 

-more-
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migrant workers for an educational program aimed at reducing school failure and 

drop-out rates. Eastern also hosted 46 minority high school seniors and 69 

freshmen for the highly acclaimed Partnerships for Excellence college preparatory 

program. 

• Foster Rinefort, professor of management/marketing, was presented the 

Lumpkin College of 6usiness and Applied Sciences 1994 Distinguished Business 

Professor Award for his accomplishments in teaching, research and service. Mike 

Wilson, an instructor in computer and operations management and a business 

owner, was named director of the Masters of Business Administration (MBA) 

program. 

• Ten EIU alumni who have made a lasting impression on Eastern and its 

students were inducted into the university's newly established Minority Alumni Hall 

of Fame. Local inductees were James E. Johnson, Elmer "Jack" Pullen and Ona 

Norton (honorary member). 

August 

• During the Aug. 7 summer commencement, EIU alumna Joan Embery, 

goodwill ambassador for the San Diego Zoo, was presented with an honorary 

doctor of public service degree in recognition of her dedication to promoting animal 

and environmental issues throughout the world. 

• More than a dozen committees completed their work and the "Institutional 

Self-Study" document was compiled for the university's 1 0-year accreditation 

-more-
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review by the North Central Association. A team from the association will conduct 

an on-site visit in February 1995. 

• A survey of alumni earning bachelor's degrees in 1988 showed that most 

are employed in full-time jobs related to their degrees and believe they were trained 

well for their careers. 

• EIU faculty members Gary Aylesworth, philosophy, and Robert Saltmarsh, 

educational psychology and guidance, were named chairmen of their respective 

departments. William Higelmire became acting chairman of leisure studies. 

September 

• Sept. 7 marked the beginning of Eastern's Centennial observance. 

Festivities included a re-enactment ceremony led by Charleston Mayor Dan Cougill 

and a community picnic, featuring live entertainment and a hot air balloon glow. 

On Sept. 9, Eastern recognized 100 accomplished individuals for their significant 
( 

contributions to the university in its nearly 100 years of existence. 

• Eastern's 1Oth day on-campus enrollment was 10,539, slightly below last 

year's 10,693. Off-campus enrollment increased from 702 to 762, bringing the 

total fall enrollment to 11,301. 

• Eastern opened its new distance learning lab in Coleman Hall, which is 

being used to teach GED courses to inmates at the Taylorville Correctional Center 

and to deliver a variety of off-campus credit and contract courses. 

• Carolyn Cooper, associate professor of special education, was awarded a 

-more-
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Fulbright grant to lecture at Hertzen Pedagogical University in St. Petersburg, 

Russia. She was one of approximately 2,000 U.S. grantees. 

• Barbara Hilke, Centennial coordinator, was named assistant to the vice 

president for capital campaign in institutional advancement, and Pam Hale, a 

former business owner, was selected acting director of conferences and non-credit 

programs in the School of Adult and Continuing Education. 

• Newly selected department chairs in the College of Sciences were 

Rachelle Bergmann, physics; Kandy Baumgardner, zoology; and Ellen Keiter, 

chemistry. 

• Eastern received a $150,000 Higher Education Cooperation Act Minority 

Educational Achievement grant to increase the number of minority teachers in 

Illinois. Potential teachers will be identified among minority students at cooperating 

colleges and their feeder schools and taught the necessary skills to become 

successful teachers. 

October 

• At the October meeting of the Illinois Board of Higher Education, President 

Jorns presented the university's Productivity Report for FY94, showing that 

Eastern generated $2.7 million for reinvestment by examining all its operations for 

possible streamlining. 

• Gov. Jim Edgar awarded the Illinois Prairie Consortium $1.3 million to 

expand its distance learning network. Eastern's share of $95,000 will equip a 

-more-
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distance learning classroom at Shelbyville High School. 

• Eastern held its Centennial Homecoming on Oct. 8. Highlights included a 

USO Canteen Ball with a 1940s theme, the traditional parade led by Gov. Jim 

Edgar, alumni benefit concert and presentation of alumni awards to J. Allen Brent 

of Atlanta, Roger Roberson of Champaign, Nancy Owen of Mattoon, Tom Faulkner 

of Chatham and Sherry McCoy of Brimfield. In conjunction with the Centennial 

Homecoming celebration, Eastern dedicated the Stockman Institute, an endowed 

"think tank" which will address a variety of education issues. 

• More than 125 EIU faculty were honored at the ninth annual reception for 

publishing scholars hosted by the College of Arts and Humanities and the College 

of Sciences. 

• Visiting Professor for Cultural Diversity Mary Thibodeaux was invited by 

the management and marketing department to share her expertise on a variety of 

cultural diversity issues with EIU faculty and students. 

• The Board of Governors Universities trustees on Oct. 27 approved a 3.5 

percent tuition increase for 1995-96. 

• Ron Leathers, assistant dean of the College of Education and Professional 

Studies, was named acting dean of the college, effective Feb. 16, 1995, following 

the retirement of Dean Charles Joley. Les Hyder came to Eastern from Southern 

Methodist University to become chairman of the journalism department. 

-more-
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• James Ouivey, chairman of the English department, was named Eastern's 

"Boss of the Year'' for his dedication to English department employees and 

involvement in university service activities. 

• Eastern hosted thousands of parents for Parent's Weekend Oct. 28-30, 

which featured a well-attended concert by Diamond Rio and Lee Roy Parnell and 

other special activities for students and their families. 

November 

• In a new book on college crime, Eastern was among the 20 safest 

campuses in the nation based on the crime rates of the communities in which the 

colleges surveyed are located. A comparison of Midwestern colleges placed 

Eastern 7th in the region in safety. 

• Patrick Bradley, assistant director of university housing, was presented the 

Distinguished Service Award at the Great Lakes Association of College and 

University Housing Officers annual convention held in Peoria. 

• Nancy Taitt, professor of mathematics, became the first EIU faculty 

member to receive the Illinois Council of Teachers of Mathematics Excellence in 

College Mathematics Teaching Award. 

December 

• Eastern had the largest fall graduating class in history, with nearly 1,000 

students earning degrees on Dec. 1 0. During the morning ceremony, Lucina 

Gabbard of Chicago, an accomplished educator and professional actor, was 

presented with an honorary doctor of humane letters degree for her contributions 

. to higher education and the acting community. 

• Morgan Olsen, vice president for fiscal affairs at Emporia State University 

-more-



ADD 13/13/13/13 OLSEN 

in Kansas, was named the new vice president for business affairs at Eastern. 

\ 
• Old Main was the site for the annual EIU/Community Holiday Party for 

area citizens and the university community. Guests were treated to refreshments 

and entertainment by the EIU Chamber Singers and Faculty Brass Quintet. 

-30-
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