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The parasites are removed during the skinning
or scaling process, and are not harmful to humans.

Anchor Parasite Control

Anchor parasites can be controlled with a
commercially available pesticide called Masoten®,
which kills the immature stage. By treating a pond
at weekly intervals for 4 weeks during the summer,
the immature stages are eliminated as the adults
produce them and before they have a chance to
transform into untreatable adult females. Studies
indicate that the productive period of the female
is completed within a 3-week time span in the
summer. Since the adult produces eggs only in
water temperatures above about 68 degrees F, win-
ter treatments are not effective.
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Figure 2.

An anchor parasite and newly-hatched
larvae. The transformed female parasite is shown
with larvae being released from the egg sacs. The
broken line indicates the point from which the
parasite protrudes to the outside of the fish.

The rate of application is based on the weight
of the active chemical ingredient per million parts
of water. Masoten is cleared for use on bait fish
only, and not for food fish. The user should care-
fully follow instructions on the pesticide label.
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I'igure 3. ) c.uiew of an intermediate
stage, the stage which infests fish. This intermedi-
ate stage of the anchor parasite is similar in appear-
ance to the intermediate and adult stages of non-
parasitic copepods.

Figure 4. Transformed females removed from a
fish. This mature stage is about twenty-five times
the length of the intermediate stage.
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