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Learning from a Learned Colleague: Reflections on W. David Conn

�ĂǀŝĚ�ĞŶŐĂŐĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŽƌůĚ�ďǇ�ĂƐŬŝŶŐ�ƚǁŽ�ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ͘�&ŝƌƐƚ͕�ǁŚĂƚ�ŝƐ�ůŝĨĞ�ĂƐŬŝŶŐ�ŽĨ�ŵĞ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƐĞĐŽŶĚ͕�ŚŽǁ�
ĐĂŶ�/�ŵĂƚĐŚ�ŵǇ�ƚĂůĞŶƚƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŽŶĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŽƌůĚ Ɛ͛�ŵĂŶǇ�ŶĞĞĚƐ͍

�ůů�ŽĨ�ƵƐ�ŶĞĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƐƉĞŶĚ�Ă�ĨĞǁ�ŵŝŶƵƚĞƐ�ĂŶƐǁĞƌŝŶŐ��ĂǀŝĚ Ɛ͛�ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ͘��ĂǀŝĚ��ŽŶŶ͕�Ă�ǁŽŶĚĞƌĨƵů��ŝƚǇ�
ĂŶĚ�ZĞŐŝŽŶĂů�WůĂŶŶŝŶŐ�ƉƌŽĨĞƐƐŽƌ͕ �Ă�ŬŝŶĚ�ƐŽƵů͕�ĂŶĚ�Ă�ĐŚĂŵƉŝŽŶ�ĨŽƌ�ŵĂŬŝŶŐ��Ăů�WŽůǇ�Ă�ďĞƚƚĞƌ�ƵŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ�
ƐƵĚĚĞŶůǇ�ƉĂƐƐĞĚ�ĂǁĂǇ�ŽŶ�dƵĞƐĚĂǇ͕ �DĂƌĐŚ�ϴ͕�ϮϬϭ7͘��ĂǀŝĚ͛Ɛ�ĞĂƌůǇ�ĐĂƌĞĞƌ�ǁĂƐ͕�ŝŶ�ŚŝƐ�ǁŽƌĚƐ͕�ĂƐ�ĂŶ�
͞ĞĐŽŶŽŵŝƐƚͬƉůĂŶŶĞƌ͟�ĐŽŶĐĞƌŶĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŚĂǌĂƌĚŽƵƐ�ŵĂƚĞƌŝĂůƐ�ƉŽůŝĐǇ͘�

�ĂǀŝĚ�ĂƐŬĞĚ�ƵƐ�Ă�ůŽƚ�ŽĨ�ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ͘�EŽƚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŚĞ�ŶĞĞĚĞĚ�ƚŽ͕�ďƵƚ�ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ�ŚĞ�ǁĂŶƚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ŵĂŬĞ�ƐƵƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�
ƌŝŐŚƚ�ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�ďĞŝŶŐ�ĂƐŬĞĚ�ŝŶ�ŽƌĚĞƌ�ƚŽ�ŐĞƚ�Ă�ƉƌŽƉĞƌ�ŝŶƚĞƌƉƌĞƚĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĂŶƐǁĞƌƐ͘�,Ğ�ƐĂǁ�͞ŐĂƉƐ͟�
ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ�ĐŽŶǀĞƌƐĂƟŽŶƐ͘��&Žƌ�ĞǆĂŵƉůĞ͕�ƐĐŝĞŶƟƐƚƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�ŶŽƚ�ƉƌŽĚƵĐŝŶŐ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ƉŽůŝĐǇ�ŵĂŬĞƌƐ�ŶĞĞĚĞĚ͘�
dŚĞ�ƌŝŐŚƚ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ǁĞƌĞ�ŶŽƚ�ďĞŝŶŐ�ĂƐŬĞĚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŽƉŝŶŝŽŶƐ͕�Žƌ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉĞƌ�ƵƐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĞǆƉĞƌƟƐĞ͘�WŽƐƐŝďůǇ͕ �
ƚŚĞƌĞ�ǁĂƐ�ƐŝŵƉůǇ�Ă�ŶĞĞĚ�ƚŽ�ŚĂǀĞ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ƚĂůŬ�ƚŽ�ĞĂĐŚ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ŵŽƌĞ�ĂŶĚ�ďƵŝůĚ�ŵƵƚƵĂů�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ͘�
&ĂŝƌŶĞƐƐ͕�ĞƚŚŝĐĂů͕�ĂŶĚ�ƌĂƟŽŶĂů�ƚŚŝŶŬŝŶŐ�ǁĞƌĞ�ƚŽŽůƐ��ĂǀŝĚ�ĂůǁĂǇƐ�ƵƐĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ�ĞŶĚĞĂǀŽƌƐ͕�ƚĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ͕�
ĂŶĚ�ŝŶƚĞƌƉĞƌƐŽŶĂů�ƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐ͘��ůů�ŽĨ�ƵƐ�ǁŚŽ�ǁŽƌŬĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�Śŝŵ�ůĞĂƌŶĞĚ�Ă�ďŝƚ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ďĞŝŶŐ�ďĞƩĞƌ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ďǇ�
ŽďƐĞƌǀŝŶŐ�ŚŽǁ�ŚĞ�ƵƐĞĚ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ƚŽŽůƐ͘

tĞ�ŶŽǁ�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŚŝƐ�ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚ�ǁŽƌŬ�ŽŶ�ĚŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶƚĞƌŐƌŽƵƉ�ĚŝĂůŽŐƵĞƐ�ŝƐ�ĂŶ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ŚŝƐ�
ĞĂƌůŝĞƌ�ĐŽŶĐĞƌŶƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�͞ƚŚĞ�ŐĂƉƐ͟�ĂŶĚ�ŚŽǁ�ƚŽ�Įůů�ƚŚĞŵ͘�>ŝĨĞ�ǁĂƐ�ĂƐŬŝŶŐ�Śŝŵ�ƚŽ�ŚĞůƉ�͞ĐůŽƐĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŐĂƉƐ͟�ĂŶĚ�
ƚŽ�ůĞĂƌŶ�ƚŽ�ůŝƐƚĞŶ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŶƚĞƌƉƌĞƚĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ŽƚŚĞƌƐ͘�,ŝƐ�ƌĞĐĞŶƚ�ǁŽƌŬ�ƌĞŇĞĐƚĞĚ�Ă�ŵŽƌĞ�ŶƵĂŶĐĞĚ�ĂƉƉƌŽĂĐŚ�
ƚŽ�ĐůŽƐŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ŐĂƉƐ͟�ďǇ�ĨŽƐƚĞƌŝŶŐ�ŝŶƚĞƌŐƌŽƵƉ�ĐŽůůĂďŽƌĂƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ůĞĂĚƐ�ƚŽ�ƉĞƌƐŽŶĂů�ĂŶĚ�ƐŽĐŝĂů�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐŝďŝůŝƚǇ�
ƚŽǁĂƌĚ�ŐƌĞĂƚĞƌ�ƐŽĐŝĂů�ũƵƐƟĐĞ͘�/Ŷ�<ĞŶ�dŽƉƉŝŶŐ Ɛ͛�ǁŽƌĚƐ�͞�ĂǀŝĚ�ǁĂƐ�ĞŶƚŚƵƐŝĂƐƟĐĂůůǇ�ŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ŵĂŬŝŶŐ�
ƚŚĞ�ǁŽƌůĚ�Ă�ďĞƩĞƌ�ƉůĂĐĞ͘͟

,Ğ�ĂůǁĂǇƐ�ƐƉŽŬĞ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�ŚĞĂƌƚ�ĂŶĚ�ƉŽƐƐĞƐƐĞĚ�Ă�ŬĞĞŶ�ǁŝƚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŵĂĚĞ�ĞĂĐŚ�ĐŽŶǀĞƌƐŝŽŶ�ǁŝƚŚ�Śŝŵ͕�Ă�ƉůĞĂƐ-
ĂŶƚ�ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞ͘��ĂǀŝĚ�ƐƉĞŶƚ�Ă�ŵŽƌĞ�ƚŚĂŶ�Ă�ĚĞĐĂĚĞ�ĂƐ��Ăů�WŽůǇ Ɛ͛�sŝĐĞ�WƌŽǀŽƐƚ�ĨŽƌ��ĐĂĚĞŵŝĐ�WƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ�ĂŶĚ�
hŶĚĞƌŐƌĂĚƵĂƚĞ��ĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ͕�ǁŚĞƌĞ�ŚĞ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ǀŝƐŝŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ůĞĂĚĞƌƐŚŝƉ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝŵƉƌŽǀĞĚ�ƵŶĚĞƌŐƌĂĚƵ-
ĂƚĞ�ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ͘��,Ğ�ĐůŽƐĞĚ�ŚŝƐ�ĂĚŵŝŶŝƐƚƌĂƟǀĞ�ĐĂƌĞĞƌ�Ăƚ��Ăů�WŽůǇ�ĂƐ�sŝĐĞ�WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ�ĨŽƌ�/ŶƐƟƚƵƟŽŶĂů�ZĞǀŝĞǁ͘�
<ŶŽǁŝŶŐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƌĞĂů�ŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞ�ƚĂŬĞƐ�ŬŶŽǁŝŶŐ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŽƌůĚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ŵĂŶǇ�ƉĞƌƐƉĞĐƟǀĞƐ�ŚĞ�ŝŶǀĞƐƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�
ŝŶƚĞƌĚŝƐĐŝƉůŝŶĂƌǇ�ĐŽƵƌƐĞƐ�ƐƵĐŚ�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�hE/s�ƐĞƌŝĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�,ŽŶŽƌƐ�WƌŽŐƌĂŵ�ƚŚĂƚ�ůĞĚ�ƚŽ�Śŝŵ�ďĞŝŶŐ�ŚŽŶŽƌĞĚ�
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for ͞extraordinary contributions to student success.͟  Due to David’s vision and support, City and Ze-
gional Planning was able to oīer CZP ϯϯϯ Disaster-Zesistant Sustainable Communities under the UNIV 
program. As a professor of City and Zegional Planning, he taught environmental planning and research 
methods. David advocated, in word and deed, for a more inclusive society where people gained by 
sharing experiences with each other. This led to a pioneering new course with the Psychology Depart-
ment entitled Intergroup Dialogues, which is now part of his legacy. 

,emalata Dandekar, CZP professor, puts it this way ͞David was just a good human being, and smart.͟  
One knew it in every interaction with him.  That was always a consideration with David, to live a 
͞balanced͟ life between work, personal endeavors, and family. All were ever important to him. David 
grew up in England. ,e met his wife, :udith, when he was ϭϱ years old, and they remained devoted to 
one another until the day he died. 

David treated EVEZzONE as his eƋual, and he had no ego and no arrogance. ,e did not think of 
himself as ͞beƩer͟ than others just because of his higher education.  In his mind, the janitor was 
due as much respect as the President of Cal Poly ;he cared about the underdogͿ.  ,e always found 
something to laugh about, and this made other people happier.  The respect that people express 
about David tells us that he did find ways to match his talents with some of the world’s many needs. 

�efore coming to Cal Poly, David taught at Virginia Tech and UCLA. ,e shared his experiences with all 
who needed his time and wisdom. ,e is missed. 

William Siembieda 
PhD.; Professor and former CRP Department Head. 




